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M. M. NINAN 
 

FOREWORD 
 

This book is simply an attempt to look into the various apocryphal literature 
commonly associated with Apostle Thomas.  These are all apocryphal in the sense 
that they are not part of the Christian Canon.  I would not like to see any writing 
which falls out of period of the Apostles as part of the Canon of Faith simply 
because our faith is based on the first hand witness of the Apostles.  The last 
Apostle to die was Apostle John in AD 100.  Thus all writings which fall after 
that period will be non-canonical and hence apocryphal even if they were orally 
existing during the Apostolic period.   
 
Most of the Thomasian literature of the early period comes from Syria centered 
around Edessa.  Syria was also the center of Gnostic cults which took root also 
within the Christian circles.  The developments initially were well meant and 
were simply spiritual statements of people.  Thus apocryphal writings of 
“Thomas”  therefore includes both orthodox writings along with Gnostic writings.  
As a Thomas Christian  in my journey to study Thomas, I have included both the 
Orthodox and Gnostic writings to assess what they try to tell us. 
 
 



The present collection includes: 
 
Title                                                                       Apporximate  Date of Writing 
1.  Acts of the Apostle Thomas                                           225 AD 
2.  The Gospel of Thomas             125 AD 
3.  The Infancy Gospel              150 AD 
4,  Book of Thomas the Contender                    225 AD 
5.  Apocalypse of Thomas             350 AD 
 
Except for the Book of Thomas the Contender which has direct Gnostic influence, 
others are honest Christian attempts in writing a story in an attempt to present a 
Christian message by well meaning people even when they are theologically out 
of mark.  After all that is what the story tellers do and that is what the historians 
do.  In fact all Thomas Churches in Malabar used to have an area for presentation 
of mystery plays.  This is because in an era where there were no printed books, 
the  possibility of transferring core values were only through memorization 
techniques. So when reading through these “gospels”  beware that we are reading 
through stories which are  talking about facts that had taken place a century or 
more ago and that their interest is in some core statements of value. 
 
 
Prof. M. M. Ninan 
San Jose, CA 95126 
Feb,. 2011 
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THE ACTS OF THOMAS 

INTRODUCTION 

The scholarly consensus is that the book of The Acts of Thomas was written originally in Syriac 
by AD 220 by the poet Bardaisanes.  ‘ 

Bardaisan 154-222 A.C 

Bardaisan was born on 11 July 154 (164?), in Edessa, a metropolis in Osroene, of wealthy 
Syriac parents..  On account of his foreign extraction he is sometimes referred to as "the 
Parthian" (by Sextus Julius Africanus), or "the Babylonian" (by Porphyrius); and, on account of 
his later important activity in Armenia, "the Armenian", (by Hippolytus of Rome), while 
Ephrem the Syrian calls him "philosopher of the Arameans"  His Parthian parents, Nuhama and 
Nah 'siram, must have been people of rank, for their son was educated with the crown-prince of 
the Osrhoenic kingdom, at the court of Abgar Manu VIII. Sextus Julius Africanus says that he 
saw Bardaisan, with bow and arrow, mark the outline of a boy's face with his arrows on a shield 
which the boy held. 

Owing to political disturbances in Edessa, Bardaisan and his parents moved for a while to 
Hierapolis (Mabug), a strong centre of Babylonianism. Here the boy was brought up in the 
house of a heathen priest Anuduzbar. In this school, no doubt, he learnt all the intricacies of 
Babylonian astrology, a training that permanently influenced his mind and proved the bane of 
his later life. At the age of twenty-five he happened to hear the homilies of Hystaspes, the 
Bishop of Edessa, received instruction, was baptized, and even admitted to the dioconate or the 
priesthood. He had a son called Harmonius, and when Abgar IX, the friend of his youth, 
ascended the throne (179) he took his place at court. He was clearly no ascetic, but dressed in 
finery "with berylls and caftan", according to Ephrem the Syrian. 

Epiphanius of Salamis and Barhebraeus assert that he was first an orthodox Christian and 
afterwards an adherent of Valentinus. However these later stories, that he left the Church and 
joined the Valentinian Gnostics out of disappointed ambition, do not deserve much credit and 
cannot be substantiated.  . 

According to tradition, during his youth he shared the education of a royal prince who 
afterwards became King of Edessa, perhaps Abgar X bar Manu (reigned Osroene 202-217). He 
is said to have converted the prince to Christianity, and may have had an important share in 
Christianizing the city. His royal friend became (probably after 202, i.e. after his visit and 
honourable reception at Rome) the first Christian king; and both king and philosopher laboured 
to create the first Christian State. Bardaisan showed great literary activity against Marcion and 
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Valentinus, the Gnostics of the day.  In Edessa Bardaisan established a choir, which consisted of two 
categories of people: the rich and the higher educated. In order to make the prayers more attractive 
Bardaisan wrote and composed 150 psalms like the psalms of King David in the Old Testament. 
Furthermore, he took the melodies of the popular folksongs at that time and wrote spiritual lyrics to 
them. As an example of the folksongs that he used their melodies "Bar ŕoubto Brishit" and "Men 
foulouti dashmayo". (St. Ephraim and others have changed Lyrics later). These two hymns are still sung 
until today in the "Sh´himo" (the book of the daily prayers). 

 
Syrian Christian tradition of Kerala indicates a visit of Bardesanes to Kerala and defeated Mar Mani the 
Gnostic in open debate in Ranni.  The Christian Church in Kerala therefore survived the Gnostic 
invasion and hijacking of Thomas Christianity into emerging Gnostic Christianity which later came to 
be claimed as Hinduism. 

Doctrine of Bardaisan 

Like the Early Christians, he believed in an Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, whose will is 
absolute, and to whom all things are subject. God endowed man with freedom of will to work out his 
salvation and allowed the world to be a mixture of good and evil, light and darkness. All things, even 
those which we now consider inanimate, have a measure of liberty. In all of them the light has to 
overcome the darkness. After six thousand years this earth shall have an end, and a world without evil 
shall take its place. 

The Cosmology of Bardaisan 

Drijvers (1966:978) gives three traditions of sources for the cosmology of Bardaisan.  First there is 
Barhadbeshabba ‘Arbaïa (late 6th century), who was in agreement with Îwannîs of Dàrâ (early 9th 
century) and Moses bar Kepha (d.903 at 90).  Second, there is Theodore bar Khonai (late 8th century) 
who seems to be a separate tradition.  Finally there is Agapius of Mabbug who was also in agreement 
with Michael Syrus and Bar Hebraeus. 

 Barhadbeshabba uses the Syriac word ithya : Greek 
ou0si/a or stoixei/a for the Bardaisan’s four “Stoic” elements 
that make up the world.  

"The four ithya were : 

 Fire  
 and Wind  

 and Water  
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 and Light  ” (Drijvers, 1966:9899).   

They were initially ordered at the four cardinal points of the compass (as shown in figure 1 from 
Burkitt’s Preface to Mitchell, 1921:1.cxxiv).  

Moses bar Kepha wrote that Bardaisan said, it “was formed from five elements” (Drijvers, 1966:98).  
Darkness was the fifth ithya “dwelling in the depths” (Drijvers, 1984:108) and an 
enemy of the four.  However Theodore bar Khonai, in Drijvers second tradition of sources (1966:123), 
did not mention Darkness.  This probably indicates that for Bardaisan, Darkness was not an active evil 
(as with Mani).  Evil originated in the confusion of the four ithya.  Ross (2003:126) commented that 
Darkness as a source of evil was derived from Persian religious ideas. 

However, Bardaisan also thought the sun, moon and planets were living beings, to whom, under God, 
the government of this world was largely entrusted; and though man was free, he was strongly 
influenced for good or for evil by the constellations. Bardaisan's catechism must have been a strange 
mixture of Christian doctrine and references to the signs of the Zodiac. He presented Holy Spirit as 
female within the trinity based on the fact the Jesus when talked about the Holy Spirit used the Aramaic 
and Syrian word which is  feminine in gender. This presented the Trinity as a Family : Father, Mother 
and Son.  This form was presented originally in the Indian Thomas Saivism as  Siva, Sakthi and Makan 
– Father, Mother and Son.   

Since Bardaisan mixed his Babylonian pseudo-astronomy with Christian dogma and originated a 
Christian sect, his theology was vigorously combated by St. Ephrem. The Romans under Caracalla, 
taking advantage of the anti-Christian faction in Edessa, captured Abgar IX and sent him in chains to 
Rome. Thus the Osrhoenic kingdom, after 353 years' existence, came to an end. Though he was urged 
by a friend of Caracalla to apostatize, Bardaisan stood firm, saying that he feared not death, as he would 
in any event have to undergo it, even though he should now submit to the emperor. At the age of sixty-
three he was forced to take refuge in the fortress of Ani in Armenia and tried to spread the Gospel there. 
He died at the age of sixty-eight, either at Ani or at Edessa. According to Michael the Syrian, Bardaisan 
had besides Harmonius two other sons, called Abgarun and Hasdu. 

Bardaisan developed lyric writing and was recognized with creating of the poetic genre of the 
"Madroshé" which St. Ephraim became later the earliest supporter of this literary genre. Aided by his 
son Harmonius, Bardaisan wrote many of the first Syriac hymns to popularize his teachings. Their 
literary value earned for him renown in the history of Syriac poetry and music. 

We probably possess a few of Bardesanes' hymns in the Gnostic "Acts of Thomas"; the "Hymn on the 
Soul"; the "Espousals of Wisdom"; the consecratory prayer at Baptism and at Holy Communion. 

Bardaisan apparently was a voluminous author. Though nearly all his works have perished, we find 
notices of the following: 
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 Dialogues against Marcion and Valentinus. 
 Dialogue "Against Fate" addressed to an Antoninus.. 
 A "Book of Psalms", 150 in number, in imitation of David's Psalter. These psalms became 

famous in the history of Edessa; their words and melodies lived for generations on the lips of 
the people.  St. Ephrem composed hymns in the same pentasyllabic metre and had them sung to 
the same tunes as the psalms of Bardaisan.  

 Astrologico-theological treatises, in which his peculiar tenets were expounded. They are 
referred to by St. Ephrem, and amongst them was a treatise on light and darkness. A fragment of 
an astronomical work by Bardaisan was preserved by George, Bishop of the Arab tribes, and 
republished by Nau. 

 A "History of Armenia".  
 "An Account of India". Bardaisan obtained his information from the Indian Sramana 

(wandering monks) ambassadors to the Roman Emperor Heliogabalus. A few extracts are 
preserved by Porphyry and Stobaeus. 

 "Book of the Laws of the Countries". 

The transmission of the text of the Acts of Thomas has been extremely complicated due to the fact of 
repeated interpolations in subsequent years by various groups.  It shows overlapping of both orthodox 
and heretic layers.  Manichaeism which was popular in East Syria was particularly involved in this 
interpolations and rewriting process.  (See East of Antioch, Studies in Early Syriac Christianity  Drijvers 
1984  I. ‘Forces and Structures in the Development of Early Syriac Theology’).  The Gnostic interest is 
seen in the fact that Acts of Thomas is part of the Manichean canon.   Thus the history of Acts of 
Thomas appears to have been constantly revised and rewritten.  Though it often uses Gnostic 
terminology, the centrality of Jesus and his Redemptive part  is emphasized through out.  We should 
remember that we are now talking about the theology of the Eastern Churches in contrast to the general 
understanding of Christianity in terms of Western Churches. 

The Chronicle of Edessa, has Bardaisan born on the 11th July 154 CE, and his death around 222 CE 
(Drijvers, 1984).   

The New World Encyclopaedia gives the following introduction: 

“The Acts of Thomas is is one of the New Testament apocrypha, describing the adventures and 
martyrdom of the Apostle Thomas, whom it portrays as Jesus' twin brother. A highly entertaining 
literary work combining the genres of romance, travel journal, and hagiography, it was apparently a 
popular work, as it has survived in numerous manuscripts in several languages, despite its Gnostic 
depiction of Christ and its teaching of the femininity of the Holy Spirit. 

The work provides dramatic narratives of Thomas' miraculous evangelistic adventures in India, where 
he traveled after being sold as a slave by the resurrected Jesus. It ends with Thomas' martyrdom as a 
result of the enmity of the monarch Misdaeus, whose wife and son Thomas converted to an ascetic form 
of Christianity.” 
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Acts of Thomas, even though an apocryphal book had been of interest to orthodox churches especially 
of Antiochian, Armenian, Coptic, Arabic and Ethiopian persuasion. Overlooking the Gnostic tendencies 
a reader could underline the Orthodox Spirituality of Eastern Churches.  Unfortunately because of the 
dark ages of Kalabhra Interregnum, we do not have any documentation of the Acts in the Malankara  
(Kerala) churches.  But soon after the Inter-regnum the Hymn of the Pearl appears as the Maya Vada of 
Sankara so that we can assume that this theology was on debate within the Syrian Christians of Kerala.  

We should remember that the Acts of Thomas is neither a historical treatise or a theological treatise.  It 
is a dramatic presentation of the story of Apostle Thomas’ journey to India and his marvels presented as 
a drama.  The characters are not necessarily always real but are symbolic encoding a message. The 
historic frame work remain true.  
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THE ACTS OF THOMAS 
 with added commentaries and explanations by  

Prof. M. M. Ninan 
2011 

 

Content 

Summary of Contents  

I. Judas Thomas is sold to the merchant Abban and taken to India. The royal wedding party. Thomas 
succeeds in urging celibacy on the bridle couple (chapters 1 to 16). 
II. Thomas meets King Gondophares, who commissions him to build a royal palace. Thomas then 
spends the money on the poor before being imprisoned by the King. The king releases Thomas after his 
brother Gad dies and returns to tell him of a palace in heaven (chapters 17 to 29). 
III. Raising of a man killed by a serpent (chapters 30 to 38) 
IV. The speaking colt (chapters 39 to 41) [Klijn includes this episode within section 5] 
V. Exorcism of the woman possessed by a demon (chapters 42 to 50) 
VI. Raising the woman murdered by her lover. Her vision of hell (chapters 51 to 61) 
VII. Siphor the captain of King Misdaeus finds Thomas to ask him to exorcize his wife and daughter. 
Thomas agrees to visit them (chapters 62 to 67). 
VIII The wild asses deliver Thomas and the captain to his family. Thomas addresses and exorcizes the 
demon(s) (chapters 68 to 81) 
IX Mygdonia, the wife of Charisius a kinsman of the king, is converted by Thomas. Charisius reacts by 
having the king agree to kill Thomas. Siphor testifies on Thomas' behalf to the king. The Hymn of the 
Pearl is sung by Thomas in prison (chapters 82-118). 
X Mygdonia is baptized after Thomas is released from prison (chapters 119 to 133). 
XI King Misdaeus' wife, Tertia, is also converted. Misdaeus has Thomas arrested again and threatens to 
kill him (chapters 134 to 138). 
XII Misdaeus's son Vazan is converted by Thomas when he visits him in prison (chapters 139 to 149). 
XIII Vazan and his wife, and Tertia are baptized by Thomas (chapters 150 to 158). 
XIV Thomas is martyred.  A vision of Thomas appears and the king's son is cured of an illness.  
Misdaues then converts.  
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ACTS OF THOMAS 
The First Act: When he went into India with Abbanes the merchant. 

1—Thomas goes to India 

 
 

Long considered fictional, King Gundaphorus, or Gondophares, is now believed to be 
the first king of the Indo-Parthian Kingdom, dating to the period after the crucifixion of 
Jesus. 

The apostles gather in Jerusalem, where each of them is assigned as an evangelist to a 
different region of the world by drawing lots. Thomas is assigned to India, but refuses 
to go, pleading weakness of health and also that, as a Jew, he cannot live among 
Gentiles. The resurrected Christ then sells Thomas—who, like his twin brother Jesus, is 
a carpenter—as a slave to a merchant named Abbanes, the agent of King Gundaphorus 
of India. On arriving, Thomas attends the wedding feast of the king's daughter with his 
master. He declines food and drink, and refuses to gaze at a lovely flute-girl who dances 
for him. For his rudeness, he is struck by a royal cup-bearer. Thomas responds by 
bursting into a hymn of praise to the dancer and God, in which he prophesies the cup-
bearer's death. The cup-bearer is soon killed by a lion while drawing water from a well, 
and the flute-girl, a Jew herself, immediately breaks her flute and becomes Thomas' 
first disciple. 

The king hears of the miracle and asks Thomas to pray for the success of his daughter's 
marriage, she being an only child. At the bridal chamber, Thomas blesses the couple 
and prays to Jesus as "the ambassador that wast sent from the height… who showedst 
the way that leadeth up to the height." However, when the groom enters the bridal 
chamber, he sees a vision of Jesus speaking with the bride. Jesus declares "if ye abstain 
from this foul intercourse, ye become holy temples." He explains that procreation is an 
error, since "children become useless, oppressed of devils… they will be caught either 
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in adultery or murder or theft or fornication, and by all these will ye be afflicted." The 
couple immediately convert, committing themselves to "abstain from foul desire." In 
the morning, the bride tells her parents: "I am yoked to a true husband," and her groom 
gives thanks to Jesus "who have removed me far from corruption." The king is 
understandably upset and commands that Thomas, "the sorcerer," be apprehended. 

 

The Apostles Casts Lots to divide the world Among them and India fell to Thomas. 

 

At that season all we the Apostles were at Jerusalem, Simon which is called Peter and Andrew his 
brother, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew 
the publican, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Canaanite, and Judas the brother of James: and 
we divided the regions of the world, that every one of us should go to the region that fell to him and to 
the nation whereto the Lord sent him.  

According to the lot, therefore, India fell to Judas Thomas, which is also the twin: but he would not go, 
saying that “by reason of the weakness of the flesh” he could not travel, and 'I am a Hebrew man; how 
can I go amongst the Indians and preach the truth?’  And as he thus reasoned and spoke, the Savior 
appeared to him by night and said to him, “Fear not, Thomas, you go to India and preach the word there, 
for my grace is with you.”  Nevertheless, he would not obey, saying, “I will go wherever you send me, 
anywhere; but to India I will not go.”  
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Jesus sells Thomas to Abbanes the envoy of King Gondaphores as a Carpenter 

2 And while he thus argued and thought, it chanced that there was a certain merchant who came from 
India, whose name was Abbanes, sent from the King Gundaphorus and having the commandment from 
him to buy a carpenter and bring him to him.  

Gundaphorus (20-46 C.E.) is a historical personage who reigned over a part of India in the first century 
after Christ.  His coins bear his name in Greek, as Hyndopheres.  Subordinates mentioned on his coins 
include again Gadana (= Gad?), and Sasan. Gondophares show on their coins the so-called 

“Gondophares symbol”  

The chronology of Gondophares depends on the Takht-i Bahi Kharoṣṭhi inscription, erected under 
erjhuna Kapa (prince  Kapa), probably the Kushan chief Kujula Kadphises, a name variously spelt in 
inscriptions. The paramount ruler was Gondophares (Maharayasa Guduvharasa), then in the 26th year 
of his reign, and the 103rd of an era, no doubt of the Indo-Scythian emperor Azes I . This era is now 
known to be identical with the Indian “Vikrama” Era, of which year 1 corresponds to 57 B.C. Therefore 
the date of the inscription was 46 A.D (103-57); and the accession year (for this area) of Gondophares 
20 A.D., a result that perfectly support the Acts of Thomas.  

 

 

Now the Lord seeing him walking in the market place at noon said to him: “Will you buy a carpenter?”  

And he said to him: “Yes.”   

And the Lord said to him: “I have a slave that is a carpenter and I desire to sell him.”  

And so saying he showed him Thomas afar off, and agreed with him for three litrae of silver unstamped, 
and wrote a deed of sale, saying:  
“I, Jesus, the son of Joseph the carpenter, acknowledge that I have sold my slave, Judas by name, to 
you,  Abbanes, a merchant of Gundaphorus, king of the Indians.” 
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And when the deed was finished, the Savior took Judas Thomas and led him away to Abbanes the 
merchant, and when Abbanes saw him, he said to him:  
“Is this your master?”  

And the Apostle said:  
“Yes, he is my Lord.”  

And he said:  
“I have bought you from him.”  

And your Apostle held his peace.  

       

Thomas the Architect 

3 And on the day following the Apostle arose early, and having prayed and besought the Lord he said:  
“I will go wherever you will, Lord Jesus: your will be done.”  
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And he departed to Abbanes the merchant, taking with him nothing at all save only his price. For the 
Lord had given it to him, saying:  
“Let your price also be with you, together with my grace, wherever you go.  

Thomas is sold as a slave.  But Jesus gives him his price in hand so that he can buy his freedom back.  
But the choice was his.  Man has the freedom of will so that he can choose to be free of bondage.  (1 
Cor 6 12-20) 

The reborn man and the first-born are twins.  Thus, Thomas is depicted as the Twin of Jesus from now 
on. 

 

Thomas goes to India with the merchant Abbanes and reaches Andrapolis 

 

And the Apostle found Abbanes carrying his baggage on board the ship; so he also began to carry it 
aboard with him.  And when they were embarked in the ship and were set down, Abbanes questioned 
the Apostle, saying: 
“What craftsmanship do you know?”  
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And he said:  
“In wood I can make ploughs and yokes and augers (ox-goads, Syr.), and boats and oars for boats and 
masts and pulleys; and in stone, pillars and temples and court-houses for kings.”  

And Abbanes, the merchant said to him:  
“Yes, it is of such a workman that we have need”  

They began then to sail homeward; and they had a favorable wind, and sailed prosperously until they 
reached Andrapolis, a royal city.  

This is not the city of Taxila.  We can only guess that it is a small kingdom, which had port where ships 
landed from where people will have to sail to go to Taxila Kingdom. 

Previously it was assumed that this place was Malabar Coast Kodungaloore.  The argument for this 
assumption is based on the similarity between Andrapolis (literally means Man-city) and   Sandnapolis, 
the town dedicated to the deity of the moon (Dravidian word is Chandra).  Kodungalloor.  I doubt that 
the interpretation can be justified based on the rest of the portions what happened there. 

Arab sea captains had long known how to ride the monsoon winds directly from the mouth of the Red 
Sea or the southern coast of Arabia to the western coast of India.  By the first quarter of the first century 
A.D., however, the Romans learned the secret.   

In this route sea captains sail directly with the winds, this took them from the mouth of the Red Sea 
northeastward to the delta of the Indus, to ports near that silt-laden river’s shifting mouths.  So the direct 
and easiest route for Abbanes would have been to take this route.  Going to other ports like  the ancient  
(modern Broach, north of Bombay that traded wheat, rice, sesame oil, sugar cane, and cotton.), or to 
Muziris (where traders could find pearls of high-quality, ivory, precious stones, pepper and spices) 
would come as additional efforts and risk of hazard..   

Hence, the legitimate choice for Andrapolis will be somewhere within the Indo-Parthian area ruled by a 
King.   
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4 And they left the ship and entered into the city, and lo, there were noises of flutes and water-organs, 
and trumpets sounded about them; and the Apostle inquired, saying:  
“What is this festival that is in this city?” 

   

And they that were there said to him:  
“You also have the gods brought to make merry in this city.  
For the king has an only daughter, and now he is giving her in marriage to a husband:  
this rejoicing is because of that, and they assemble today for the wedding as the festival  
that you see.   
And the king has sent heralds to proclaim everywhere that all should come to the marriage, rich and 
poor, bond and free, strangers and citizens:  
and if any refuse and come not to the marriage he shall answer for it to the king.” 

 And Abbanes hearing that, said to the Apostle:  
“Let us also go, lest we offend the king, especially seeing we are strangers.”  

And he said:  
“Let us go.”  

They go to the wedding of the King’s daughter 

And after they had put up in the inn and rested a little space they went to the marriage; and the Apostle 
seeing them all set down (reclining), laid himself, he also, in the midst, and all looked upon him, as 
upon a stranger and one come from a foreign land: but Abbanes the merchant, being his master, laid 
himself in another place.  
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The description of the wedding festivities is totally alien to Dravidian or Malabar culture.  It is typical of 
the Greco-Roman culture.  The style of dinner indicates that the King was of Greco-Roman culture. 

 

  

 

5 And as they dined and drank, the Apostle tasted nothing; so they that were about him said to him:  
“Wherefore are you from, and why are you not eating or drinking?”  
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but he answered them, saying:  
“I am come here for somewhat greater than the food or the drink,  
and that I may fulfill the king's will.  
For the heralds proclaim the king's message,  
and whoso hearkens not to the heralds shall be subject to the king's judgment”  

So when they had dined and drunken, and garlands and unguents were brought to them, every man took 
of the unguent, and one anointed his face and another his beard and another other parts of his body; but 
the Apostle anointed the top of his head and smeared a little upon his nostrils, and dropped it into his 
ears and touched his teeth with it, and carefully anointed the parts about his heart: and the wreath that 
was brought to him, woven of myrtle and other flowers, he took, and set it on his head, and took a 
branch of calamus and held it in his hand.  

Among the Hebrews, anointing with fragrant oils and unguents was customary.  But it is unheard as 
part of South Indian wedding custom. 

The Flute Girl and the Cup Bearer 

 

Now the flute-girl, holding her flute in her hand, went about to them all and played, but when she came 
to the place where the Apostle was, she stood over him and played at his head for a long time: now 
this flute-girl was by race a Hebrew.  

 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 17 

6 And as the Apostle continued looking on the ground, one of the cup-bearers stretched forth his hand 
and gave him a buffet; and the Apostle lifted up his eyes and looked upon him that smote him and said:  
“My God will forgive you in the life to come this iniquity,  
but in this world you shall show forth his wonders  
and even now shall I behold this hand that hath smitten me dragged by dogs.”  

And having so said, he began to sing and to say this song:  
“The damsel is the daughter of light,  
in whom consist and dwell the proud brightness of kings,  
and the sight of her is delightful, she shine with beauty and cheer.  
Her garments are like the flowers of spring,  
and from them a waft of fragrance is borne;  
and in the crown of her head the king is established  
which with his immortal food (ambrosia) nourish them that are founded upon him; 
and in her head is set truth,  
and with her feet she show forth joy.   
And her mouth is opened, and it becomes her well: 
 thirty and two are they that sing praises to her.   
Her tongue is like the curtain of the door,  
which wave back and forth for them that enter in:  
her neck is set in the fashion of steps, which the first maker hath wrought,  
and her two hands signify and show,  
proclaiming the dance of the happy ages,  
and her fingers point out the gates of the city.   
Her chamber is bright with light  
and breathe forth the odor of balsam and all spices,  
and give out a sweet smell of myrrh and Indian leaf, 
and within are myrtles strewn on the floor,  
and of all manner of odorous flowers,  
and the door-posts(?) are adorned with freed.  

7 And surrounding her, her groomsmen keep her,  
the number of whom is seven, whom she herself hath chosen.   
And her bridesmaids are seven,  
and they dance before her.  

And twelve in number are they that serve before her and are subject to her,  
which have their aim and their look toward the bridegroom,  
that by the sight of him they may be enlightened;  
and for ever shall they be with her in that eternal joy,  
and shall be at that marriage whereto the princes are gathered together  
and shall attend at that banquet whereof the eternal ones are accounted worthy,  
and shall put on royal raiment and be clad in bright robes;  
and in joy and exultation shall they both be and shall glorify the Father of all,  
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whose proud light they have received,  
and are enlightened by the sight of their lord;  
whose immortal food they have received,  
that hath no failing (excrementum, Syr.), and have drunk of the wine  
that give them neither thirst nor desire.  
And they have glorified and praised with the living spirit,  
the Father of truth and the mother of wisdom.”  

 
”One who resides in the mansions of light” 

 
Wwisdom 

Pro 8:30  then I was beside him, like a master workman 
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Most scholars see here Gnostic tendencies.  The song starts with God as light.  The text here used is a 
translation from a Greek version.  In the later Syriac version, these Gnostic references are suppressed.  
For example, the last phrase:  "the Living Spirit, the Father of Truth and Mother of Wisdom" becomes 
“the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”    

However, this may be pressing the matter too far.  God as light is not essentially Gnostic.  Even today, 
the Eastern Church Quarbana service starts with the adoration of “God who lives in the temple of light” 
according to the St.James liturgy.  The depiction of Holy Spirit as Mother of Wisdom is clearly depicted 
in the Proverbs as a co-creator of the Universe.  While Gnostics do emphasize these aspects, it is not the 
distinctive aspect of Gnosticism.  We cannot really accuse Bardasenes the heresy of Gnosticism based 
on these references. 

8 And when he had sung and ended this song, all that were there present gazed upon him; and he kept 
silence, and they saw that his likeness was changed, but that which was spoken by him they understood 
not, forasmuch as he was a Hebrew and that which he spoke was said in the Hebrew tongue.  But the 
flute-girl alone heard all of it, for she was by race an Hebrew and she went away from him and played to 
the rest, but for the most part she gazed and looked upon him, for she loved him well, as a man of her 
own nation; moreover he was comely to look upon beyond all that were there.  And when the flute-girl 
had played to them all and ended, she sat down over against him, gazing, and looking earnestly upon 
him.  But he looked upon no man at all; neither took heed of any but only kept his eyes looking toward 
the ground, waiting the time when he might depart thence. 

But the cup-bearer that had buffeted him went down to the well to draw water; and there chanced to be a 
lion there, and it slew him and left him Lying in that place, having torn his limbs in pieces, and 
forthwith dogs seized his members, and among them one black dog holding his right hand in his mouth 
bare it into the place of the banquet. 

9 And all when they saw it were amazed and inquired which of them it was that was missing.  And 
when it became manifest that it was the hand of the cup-bearer which had smitten the Apostle, the flute-
girl brake her flute and cast it away and went and sat down at the Apostle's feet, saying:  
“This is either a god or an Apostle of God, for I heard him say in the Hebrew tongue: ' I shall now see 
the hand that hath smitten me dragged by dogs', which thing ye also have now beheld; for as he said, so 
hath it come about.” 

 And some believed her, and some not. 

Thomas in the Bridal Chamber 

But when the king heard of it, he came and said to the Apostle: Rise up and come with me, and pray for 
my daughter: for she is mine only begotten, and to-day I give her in marriage.  But the Apostle was not 
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willing to go with him, for the Lord was not yet revealed to him in that place.  But the king led him 
away against his will to the bride-chamber that he might pray for them. 

10 And the Apostle stood, and began to pray and to speak thus:  

“My Lord and MY God, that travel with your servants,  
that guide and correct them that believe in you,  
the refuge and rest of the oppressed,  
the hope of the poor and ransomed of captives,  
the physician of the souls that lie sick and savior of all creation,  
that give life to the world and strengthen souls;  
you know things to come,  
and by our means accomplish them:  
you Lord art he that reveal hidden mysteries  
and make manifest words that are secret:  
you Lord art the planter of the good tree,  
and of your hands are all good works engendered:  
you Lord art he that art in all things and pass through all,  
and art set in all your works and manifested in the working of them all.  
Jesus Christ, Son of compassion and perfect savior,  
Christ, Son of the living God,  
the undaunted power that have overthrown the enemy,  
and the voice that was heard of the rulers,  
and made all their powers to quake,  
the ambassador that was sent from the height and came down even to hell, 
 who didst open the doors  
and bring up thence them that for many ages were shut up in the treasury of darkness,  
and showed them the way that lead up to the height:  
l beseech you, Lord Jesu,  
and offer to you supplication for these young persons,  
that you would do for them the things that shall help them  
and be expedient and profitable for them”  

And he laid his hands on them and said:  
“The Lord shall be with you,”  
and left them in that place and departed. 

11 And the king desired the groomsmen to depart out of the bride-chamber; and when all were gone out 
and the doors were shut, the bridegroom lifted up the curtain of the bride-chamber to fetch the bride to 
him.  And he saw the Lord Jesus bearing the likeness of Judas Thomas and speaking with the bride; 
even of him that but now had blessed them and gone out from them, the Apostle; and he said to him:  
“Went you not out in the sight of all?  how then art you found here?” 
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 But the Lord said to him:  
“I am not Judas which is also called Thomas but I am his brother.”  

And the Lord sat down upon the bed and bade them also sit upon chairs, and began to say to them:  

 

12 “Remember, my children, 
 what my brother spoke to you and what he delivered before you:  
and know this,  
that if ye abstain from this foul intercourse,  
ye become holy temples, pure, being quit of impulses and pains,  
seen and unseen,  
and ye will acquire no cares of life or of children, whose end is destruction:  
and if indeed ye get many children,  
for their sakes ye become grasping and covetous, stripping orphans and overreaching widows, and by so 
doing subject yourselves to grievous punishments.  
For the more part of children become useless oppressed of devils,  
some openly and some invisibly, for they become either lunatic  
or half withered or blind or deaf or dumb or paralytic or foolish;  
and if they be sound, again they will be vain, doing useless or abominable acts, 
 for they will be caught either in adultery or murder or theft or fornication,  
and by all these will ye be afflicted. 

But if ye be persuaded and keep your souls chaste before God,  
there will come to you living children whom these blemishes touch not,  
and ye shall be without care,  
leading a tranquil life without grief or anxiety,  
looking to receive that incorruptible and true marriage,  
and ye shall be therein groomsmen entering into that bride-chamber  
which is full of immortality and light.” 

Acts of Thomas is not against sex; on the contrary, it is very much for sex -but it is vehemently against 
mindless insensible sex, as all sacred sensuality is against engaging in sensuous matters simply for the 
sense satisfaction.  Marriage is not about children but about a true marriage beyond material senses.  
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The call to be eunuchs for the sake of heaven in Matthew 19 is considered to be a call to be sexually 
continent. In the process of history of the church, this developed into mandatory celibacy for priests who 
are believed to be the successors of the apostles. 

The celebration of celibacy is more a reflection of life in Heaven, a source of detachment from the 
material world which aids in one's relationship with God. Celibacy is designed to "consecrate 
themselves with undivided heart to the Lord and to "the affairs of the Lord, they give themselves 
entirely to God and to men. It is a sign of this new life to the service of which the Church's minister is 
consecrated; accepted with a joyous heart celibacy radiantly proclaims the Reign of God." (Catechism 
of the Roman Catholic Church, 1579 (http://www.vatican.va/archive/catechism/p2s2c3a6.htm)  

Celibacy was "held in high esteem" from the Church's beginnings. It is considered a kind of spiritual 
marriage with Christ, a concept further popularized by the early Christian theologian Origen. Clerical 
celibacy began to be demanded in the 4th century, including papal decretals beginning with Pope 
Siricius. 

In most religions, some groups of people are expected to remain unmarried and to abstain from sex 
completely. These are an elect few considered holy.  These groups include monks, nuns, and priests in 
various sects of Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity. Chastity is required of the respective sacerdotal 
orders. The Shakers, on the other hand, impose chastity in the form of celibacy for all members, even 
forgoing procreation. 

     

St. Anthony the Great, is considered the Father of Christian Monasticism 

The ritual of consecration of Nuns has built in bridal imagery.  The insignia presented include the ring 
indicative of marriage and the book of the Liturgy of the Hours for achieving the unity with Jesus 
through meditation alone with Jesus.  Here is the prayer of consecration: 
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Loving Father,  
chaste bodies are your temple;  
you delight in sinless hearts. 

Our nature was corrupted when the devil deceived our first parents,  
but you have restored it in Christ. 

He is your Word, through whom all things were made. 
He has made out nature whole again,  

and made it possible for mortal people to reflect the life of angels. 

Lord, look with favor on your handmaids. 
They place in your hands their resolve to live in chastity;  

You inspire them to take this vow;  
now they give you their hearts. 

You have poured out your grace upon all peoples. 
You have adopted as heirs of the new covenant  

sons and daughters from every nation under heaven, countless as the stars. 
Your children are born, not of human birth, nor of man’s desire, but of your Spirit. 

Among your many gifts,  
you give to some the grace of virginity. 

Yet the honor of marriage is in no way lessened. 
As it was in the beginning, your first blessing still remains upon this holy union. 

Yet your loving wisdom chooses those who make sacrifice of marriage 
for the sake of the love of which it is the sign. 

They renounce the joys of human marriage, but cherish all that it foreshadows. 
Those who choose chastity have looked upon the face of Christ, its origin and inspiration. 

They give themselves wholly to Christ,  
the Son of the ever-virgin Mary, and the heavenly Bridegroom of those 

who in his honor dedicate themselves to lasting virginity. 
Lord, protect those who seek your help. 

They desire to be strengthened by your blessing and consecration. 
Defend them from the cunning and deceit of the enemy. 

Keep them vigilant and on their guard; may nothing tarnish the glory of perfect virginity,  
or the vocation of purity, which is shared by those who are married. 

Through the gift of your Spirit, Lord, give them modesty with right judgment,  
kindness with true wisdom, gentleness with strength of character,  

freedom with the grace of chastity. 
Give them the warmth of love, to love you above all others. 

Make their lives deserve our praise, without seeking to be praised. 
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May they give you glory by holiness of action and purity of heart. 
May they love you and fear you; may they love you and serve you. 

Be your self their glory, their joy, their whole desire. 
Be their comfort in sorrow, their wisdom in perplexity,  

their protection in the midst of injustice,  
their patience in adversity, their riches in poverty, their food in fasting,  

their remedy in time of sickness. 
They have chosen you above all things;  

may they find all things in possessing you. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
Five Mahavratas of Jain ascetics include Brahmacharya. 

Raymond W. Bernard, Ph.D. in his essay entitled Science discovers the physiological value of 
continence (1957) states: 

"It is clear that there is an important internal physiological relation between the secretions of the sex 
glands and the central nervous system, that the loss of these secretions, voluntarily or involuntarily, 
exercises a detrimental effect on the nutrition and vitality of the nerves and brain, while, on the other 
hand, the conservation of these secretions has a vitalizing effect on the nervous system, a regenerating 
effect on the endocrine glands, and a rejuvenating effect on the organism as a whole." 
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13 And when the young people heard these things, they believed the Lord and gave themselves up to 
him, and abstained from foul desire and continued so, passing the night in that place.  

And the Lord departed from before them, saying thus:  
“The grace of the Lord shall be with you.” 

And when the morning was come the king came to meet them and furnished a table and brought it in 
before the bridegroom and the bride.  And he found them sitting over against each other and the face of 
the bride he found unveiled, and the bridegroom was right joyful. 

And the mother came to the bride and said:  
“Why sit you so, child, and art not ashamed,  
but art as if you had lived with your husband a long season? “ 

And her father said:  
“Because of your great love toward your husband dost you not even veil yourself?” 

14 And the bride answered and said:   
“Verily, father, I am in great love,  
and I pray my Lord that the love which I have perceived this night may abide with me,  
and I will ask for that husband of whom I have learned to-day: 
and therefore I will no more veil myself,  
because the mirror (veil) of shame is removed from me;  
and therefore am I no more ashamed or abashed,  
because the deed of shame and confusion is departed far from me;  
and that I am not confounded,  
it is because my astonishment hath not continued with me;  
and that I am in cheerfulness and joy,  
it is because the day of my joy hath not been troubled;  
and that I have set at nought this husband  
and this marriage that pass away from before mine eyes,  
it is because I am joined in another marriage;  
and that I have had no intercourse with a husband that is temporal,  
whereof the end is with lasciviousness and bitterness of soul,  
it is because I am yoked to a true husband.” 

15 And while the bride was saying yet more than this, the bridegroom answered and said:  
“I give you thanks, O Lord, that have been proclaimed by the stranger, and found in us;  
who have removed me far from corruption and sown life in me;  
who have rid me of this disease that is hard to be healed and cured and abide for ever,  
and have implanted sober health in me;  
who have shown me yourself and revealed to me all my state wherein I am;  
who have redeemed me from falling and led me to that which is better,  
and set me free from temporal things  
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and made me worry of those that are immortal and everlasting;  
that have made yourself lowly even down to me and my littleness,  
that you may present me to your greatness and unite me to yourself;  
who have not withheld your own bowels from me that was ready to perish,  
but have shown me how to seek myself and know who I was,  
and who and in what manner I now am,  
that I may again become that which I was:  
whom I knew not,  
but yourself didst seek me out:  
of whom I was not aware,  
but yourself have taken me to you:  
whom I have perceived,  
and now am not able to be unmindful of him:  
whose love burn within me,  
and I cannot speak it as is fit,  
but that which I am able to say of it is little and scanty,  
and not fitly proportioned to his glory:  
yet he blame me not that presume to say to him  
even that which I know not:  
for it is because of his love that I say even this much.” 

16 Now when the king heard these things from the bridegroom and the bride, he rent his clothes and 
said to them that stood by him:  
“Go forth quickly and go about the whole city,  
and take and bring me that man that is a sorcerer who by ill fortune came to this city;  
for with mine own hands I brought him into this house,  
and I told him to pray over this mine ill-starred daughter;  
and whoso find and bring him to me,  
I will give him whatsoever he ask of me.” 

 They went, therefore and went about seeking him, and found him not; for he had set sail.  They went 
also to the inn where he had lodged and found there the flute-girl weeping and afflicted because he had 
not taken her with him.  And when they told her the matter that had befallen with the young people, she 
was exceeding glad at hearing it, and put away her grief and said: Now have I also found rest here.  And 
she rose up and went to them, and was with them a long time, until they had instructed the king also.  
And many of the brethren also gathered there until they heard the report of the Apostle, that he was 
come to the cities of India and was teaching there: and they departed and joined themselves to him. 
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The Second Act: Concerning his coming to the king Gundaphorus. 

King Gundaphorus' palace 

 
 

Saint Thomas with carpenter's square. 

Thomas meets King Gundaphorus, who learns of his carpentry skills and commands him to 
build a new royal palace, leaving him with a substantial sum of money to complete the task. 
Thomas, however, gives the money away to the poor and the sick as an manifestation of God's 
love for them. The king then imprisons both Thomas and his master, declaring that they will be 
punished with death. The king's brother, Gad, then takes sick and dies. The angels carry him to 
heaven and show him a gorgeous house, which they explain was built there for Gundaphorus by 
Thomas. Gad receives permission to return to earth, where he attempts to buy the king's 
heavenly palace from him. Learning the true value of Thomas' actions, the king releases 
Thomas from prison and both the king and his brother humble themselves before Thomas, 
becoming disciples and devoting themselves to the care of the poor. Thomas seals their 
commitment with a sacrament of holy oil, reciting a liturgical psalm, and invoking the Trinity. 
In a Gnostic variation, however, he refers to the Holy Spirit as "Compassionate Mother… she 
that revealeth the hidden mysteries, Mother of the seven houses." 

After this, Thomas continues his preaching, teaching all to "abstain from fornication and 
covetousness and the service of the belly." 
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17 Now when the Apostle was come into the cities of India with Abbanes the merchant, Abbanes went 
to salute the king Gundaphorus, and reported to him of the carpenter whom he had brought with 
him.  And the king was glad, and commanded him to come in to him.  So when he was come in the king 
said to him:  
“What craft understand you?” 

 The Apostle said to him:  
“The craft of carpentering and of building.”  

The king said to him:  
“What craftsmanship, then, know you in wood and what in stone?” 

 The Apostle said:  
“In wood: ploughs, yokes, goads, pulleys, and boats and oars and masts;  
and in stone: pillars, temples, and court-houses for kings.”  

 

And the king said:  
“Canst you build me a palace?”  

And he answered:  
“Yea, I can both build and furnish it;  
for to this end am I come, to build and to do the work of a carpenter.” 

18 And the king took him and went out of the city gates and began to speak with him on the way 
concerning the building of the court-house, and of the foundations, how they should be laid, until they 
came to the place wherein he desired that the building should be; and he said: “Here will I, that the 
building should be.”  
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And the Apostle said:  
“Yea, for this place is suitable for the building.  
But the place was woody and there was much water there.”   

So the king said:  
“Begin to build.”  

But he said:  
“I cannot begin to build now at this season.”  

And the king said:  
“When canst you begin?”  

And he said:  
“I will begin in the month Dius and finish in Xanthicus.”  

But the king marveled and said:  
“Every building is built in summer,  
and canst you in this very winter build and make ready a palace?”  

And the Apostle said:  
“Thus it must be, and no otherwise is it possible.”  

And the king said:  
“If, then, this seems good to you, draw me a plan, how the work shall be,  
because I shall return hither after some long time.”  

 

And the Apostle took a reed and drew, measuring the place; and the doors he set toward the sunrise to 
look toward the light, and the windows toward the west to the breezes, and the kitchen he appointed to 
be toward the south and the aqueduct for the service toward the north.  

And the king saw it and said to the Apostle: “Verily you art a craftsman and it belittles you to be a 
servant of kings.”  
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And he left much money with him and departed from him. 

19 And from time to time, he sent money and provision, and victual for him and the rest of the workers.  
But Thomas receiving it all dispensed it, going about the cities and the villages round about, distributing 
and giving alms to the poor and afflicted, and relieving them, saying: “The king know how to obtain 
recompense fit for kings, but at this time it is needful that the poor should have refreshment.” 

After these things, the king sent an ambassador to the Apostle, and wrote thus:  
“Signify to me what you have done or what I shall send you, or of what you have needed.”  

And the Apostle sent to him, saying:  
“The palace (praetorium) is done and only the roof remains.”  

And the king hearing it sent him again gold and silver (lit. unstamped), and wrote to him: “Let the 
palace be roofed, if it is done.”  

And the Apostle said to the Lord:  
“I thank you O Lord in all things,  
that you didst die for a little space that I might live for ever in you,  
and that you have sold me that by me you might set free many.”  

And he ceased not to teach and to refresh the afflicted, saying:  
“This hath the Lord dispensed to you,  
and he gives to every man his food:  
for he is the nourisher of orphans and steward of the widows,  
and to all that are afflicted he is relief and rest.” 

20 Now when the king came to the city he inquired of his friends concerning the palace, which Judas 
that is called Thomas was building for him.  

And they told him:  
“Neither hath he built a palace nor done aught else of that he promised to perform,  
but he go about the cities and countries,  
and whatsoever he hath he give to the poor,  
and teach of a new God,  
and heal the sick, and drive out devils, and doeth many other wonderful things;  
and we think him to be a sorcerer.  

Yet his compassions and his cures which are done of him freely,  
and moreover the simplicity and kindness of him and his faith,  
do declare that he is a righteous man or an Apostle of the new God whom he preach;  
for he fast continually and pray,  
and eat bread only, with salt, and his drink is water,  
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and he wear but one garment alike in fair weather and in winter,  
and receive nought of any man, and that he hath he give to others.”  

And when the king heard that, he rubbed his face with his hands, and shook his head for a long space. 

21 And he sent for the merchant who had brought him, and for the Apostle, and said to him:  
“Have you built me the palace?”  

And he said:  
“Yea.”   

And the king said:  
“When, then, shall we go and see it?”   

but he answered him and said:  
“You canst not see it now,  
but when you depart this life, then you shall see it.”  

And the king was exceeding wroth, and commanded both the merchant and Judas which is called 
Thomas to be put in bonds and cast into prison until he should inquire and learn to whom the king's 
money had been given, and so destroy both him and the merchant. 

And the Apostle went to the prison rejoicing, and said to the merchant:  
“Fear you nothing,  
only believe in the God that is preached by me,  
and you shall indeed be set free from this world,  
but from the world to come you shall receive life.”  

And the king took you with what death he should destroy them.  And when he had determined to flay 
them alive and burn them with fire, in the same night Gad the king's brother fell sick, and by reason of 
his vexation and the deceit which the king had suffered he was greatly oppressed; and sent for the king 
and said to him:  
“O king my brother, 
 I commit to you mine house and my children;  
for I am vexed by reason of the provocation that hath befallen you,  
and lo, I die;  
and if you visit not with vengeance upon the head of that sorcerer,  
you wilt give my soul no rest in hell.”   

And the king said to his brother:  
“All this night have I considered how I should put him to death  
and this hath seemed good to me,  
to flay him and burn him with fire,  
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both him and the merchant which brought him”  
(Syr. Then the brother of the king said to him:  
“And if there be anything else that is worse than this, do it to him;  
and I give you charge of my house and my children”). 

22 And as they talked together, the soul of his brother Gad departed.  

And the king mourned sore for Gad, for he loved him much, and commanded that he should be buried in 
royal and precious apparel (Syr. sepulchre). 

Now after this, angels took the soul of Gad the king's brother and bore it up into heaven, showing to him 
the places and dwellings that were there, and inquired of him:  

“In which place would you dwell?”  

And when they drew near to the building of Thomas the Apostle which he had built for the king, Gad 
saw it and said to the angels:  
“I beseech you, my lords, suffer me to dwell in one of the lowest rooms of these.”  

And they said to him:  
“You canst not dwell in this building.”  

And he said:  
“Wherefore ?”  

And they say to him: 
”This is that palace which that Christian built for your brother.”  

And he said:  
“I beseech you, my lords,  
suffer me to go to my brother,  
that I may buy this palace of him,  
for my brother know not of what sort it is,  
and he will sell it to me.” 

23 Then the angels let the soul of Gad go.  

And as they were putting his grave clothes upon him, his soul entered into him and he said to them that 
stood about him:  
“Call my brother to me, that I may ask one petition of him.” 

Straightway therefore, they told the king, saying:  
“Your brother is revived.  
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And the king ran forth with a great company and came to his brother  
and entered in and stood by his bed as one amazed,  
not being able to speak to him.”   

And his brother said:  
“:I know and am persuaded, my brother, 
 that if any man had asked of you the half of your kingdom, 
 you would have given it him for my sake;  
therefore I beg of you to grant me one favor which I ask of you, 
 that you would sell me that which I ask of you.” 

 And the king answered and said:  
“And what is it which you ask me to sell you?”  

And he said:  
“Convince me by an oath that you wilt grant it me.” 

And the king swore to him:  
“One of my possessions, whatsoever you shall ask, I will give you.”  

And he said to him:  
“Sell me that palace which you have in the heavens?”  

And the king said:  
“Whence should I have a palace in the heavens?”  

And he said:  
“Even that which that Christian built for you which is now in the prison,  
whom the merchant brought to you, having purchased him of one Jesus:  
I mean that Hebrew slave whom you desire to punish as having suffered deceit at his hand: 
 whereat I was grieved and died,  
and am now revived.” 

24 Then the king considering the matter, understood it of those eternal benefits which should come to 
him and which concerned him, and said:  
“That palace I cannot sell you,  
but I pray to enter into it and dwell therein  
and to be accounted worthy of the inhabiters of it,  
but if you indeed desire to buy such a palace,  
lo, the man live and shall build you one better than it.”  

And forthwith he sent and brought out of prison the Apostle and the merchant that was shut up with 
him, saying:   
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“I entreat you, as a man that entreat the minister of God,  
that you would pray for me  
and beseech him whose minister you are to forgive me  
and overlook that which I have done to you or you ought to do,  
and that I may become a worthy inhabiter of that dwelling for the which I took no pains,  
but you have built it for me,  
laboring alone,  
the grace of your God working with you,  
and that I also may become a servant  
and serve this God whom you preach.”  

And his brother also fell down before the Apostle and said:  
“I entreat and supplicate you before your God  
that I may become worthy of his ministry and service,  
and that it may fall to me to be worthy of the things  
that were shown to me by his angels.” 

25 And the Apostle, filled with joy, said:  
“I praise you, O Lord Jesu,  
that you have revealed your truth in these men;  
for you only art the God of truth, and none other,  
and you art he that know all things that are unknown to the most;  
you, Lord, art he that in all things show compassion and spare men.  

For men by reason of the error that is in them,  
having overlooked you but you have not overlooked them.   
And now at my supplication and request do you receive the king and his brother  
and join them to your fold,  
cleansing them with your washing  
and anointing them with your oil  
from the error that encompass them:  
and keep them also from the wolves,  
bearing them into your meadows.   
And give them drink out of your immortal fountain  
which is neither fouled nor dry up;  
for they entreat and supplicate you  
and desire to become your servants and ministers,  
and for this they are content even to be persecuted of your enemies,  
and for your sake to be hated of them  
and to be mocked and to die, 
 like as you for our sake didst suffer all these things,  
that you might preserve us,  
you that art Lord and verily the good shepherd.   
And do you grant them to have confidence in you alone,  
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and the succor that cometh of you  
and the hope of their salvation  
which they look for from you alone;  
and that they may be grounded in your mysteries  
and receive the perfect good of your graces and gifts,  
and flourish in your ministry and come to perfection in your Father.” 

26 Being therefore wholly set upon the Apostle, both the king Gundaphorus and Gad his brother 
followed him and departed not from him at all, and they also relieved them that had need giving to all 
and refreshing all.  And they besought him that they also might henceforth receive the seal of the word, 
saying to him:  
“Seeing that our souls are at leisure and eager toward God,  
give you us the seal;  
for we have heard you say that the God whom you preaches know his own sheep  
by his seal.” 

 And the Apostle said to them:  
“I also rejoice and entreat you to receive this seal,  
and to partake with me in this Eucharist and blessing of the Lord,  
and to be made perfect therein.  
For this is the Lord and God of all,  
even Jesus Christ whom I preach,  
and he is the father of truth,  
in whom I have taught you to believe.”  

 And he commanded them to bring oil, that they might receive the seal by the oil.  They brought the oil 
therefore, and lighted many lamps; for it was night (Syr. whom I preach: and the king gave orders that 
the bath should be closed for seven days, and that no man should bathe in it: and when the seven days 
were done, on the eighth day they three entered into the bath by night that Judas might baptize them.  
And many lamps were lighted in the bath). 

27 And the Apostle arose and sealed them.  And the Lord was revealed to them by a voice, saying:  
“Peace be to you brethren.” 

 And they heard his voice only, but his likeness they saw not, for they had not yet received the added 
sealing of the seal (Syr. had not been baptized). And the Apostle took the oil and poured it upon their 
heads and anointed and chrismed them, and began to say (Syr. And Judas went up, stood upon the edge 
of the cistern, poured oil upon their heads, and said): 
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The holy anointing oil as described in Exodus 30:22-25 was created from 500 shekels  (about 6 kg) of 
myrrh, half as much (about 3 kg) of fragrant cinnamon, 250  shekels (about 3 kg) of fragrant cane 
(kanabos, variously translated as calamus or cannabis), 500 shekels (about 6kg) of cassia, and a hin 
(about 4 L) of  olive oil. 

“Come, you holy name of the Christ that is above every name. 
Come, you power of the Most High, and the compassion that is perfect. 
Come, gift (charism) of the Most High. 
Come, compassionate mother. 

Come, communion of the male. 
Come, she that reveal the hidden mysteries. 

In Proverbs 8 Wisdom (the noun is feminine) is described as God's Counsellor and 
Workmistress (Master-workman, R.V.), who dwelt beside Him before the Creation of the world 
and sported continually before Him. 

As described by Irenaeus, the great Mother-principle of the universe appears as the first 
woman, the Holy Spirit (rūha d'qudshā) moving over the waters, and is also called the mother 
of all living. Under her are the four material elements—water, darkness, abyss, and chaos. 
Proverbs 9:1: Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:  
Proverbs 8:2: She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. 
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In the East the trinity consists of Father, Mother and Son, a family.  The Holy Spirit is called 'Mother of 
all wisdom' (c. 7) or 'Mother of all creation' (c. 39).  

In the Hymn of the Pearl Holy Spirit is called the 'mother, mistress of the East’, the 'hidden power which 
dwells in Christ' (c. 132).  The Spirit is called 'compassionate mother' {c. 27).  'holy Dove, 

 
Early medieval church fresco of the Trinity represents the Trinity as Father, Mother, and Son; a family 

from which all the families take their name. 

Come, mother of the seven houses, that your rest may be in the eighth house. 

The modern English word Heaven is derived from the Middle English spelling heven (attested 1159); 
this in turn was developed from the previous Old English form heofon. (By c. 1000, heofon was being 
used in reference to the "place where God dwells", but originally, it had signified "sky, firmament". 

Jewish mysticism recognizes Seven Heavens 
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1. Shamayim: The first Heaven, governed by Archangel Gabriel, is the closest of heavenly realms 
to the Earth; it is also considered the abode of Adam and Eve. 

2. Raquie: The second Heaven is dually controlled by Zachariel and Raphael.  
3. Shehaqim: The third Heaven, under the leadership of Anahel, serves as the home of the Garden 

of Eden and the Tree of Life; it is also the realm where manna, the holy food of angels, is 
produced.     

4. Machen: The fourth Heaven is ruled by the Archangel Michael , and according to Talmud 
Hagiga 12, it contains the heavenly Jerusalem, the Temple, and the Altar. 

5. Machon: The fifth Heaven is under the administration of Samael, a dark servant of God. 
6. Zebul: The sixth Heaven falls under the jurisdiction of Sachiel. 
7. Araboth: The seventh Heaven, under the leadership of Cassiel, is the holiest of the seven 

Heavens  and houses the Throne of Glory  along with   the Seraphim, the Cherubim, and the 
Hayyoth. 

The abode of the Holy Mother Spirit is beyond the seven houses – the eighth house 

Come, elder of the five members, mind, thought, reflection, consideration, and reason; communicate 
with these young men. 

Note by. Professor F. C. Burliitt, D.D has this reference: 
”What is the essential distinction of these five words for 'mind', and what is meant by the 'elder' 
(presbuteros, Greek)?  

“We turn to the Syriac, as the original language in which our tale was composed though our present text, 
which rests here on two manuscripts, has now and then been bowdlerized in the direction of more 
conventional phraseology, a process that the Greek has often escaped.  Here in the Syriac we find 
(Wright, p.193, l.13; E.Tr., p.166, last line but one): 

“'Come, Messenger of reconciliation, and communicate with the minds of these youths.' 

“The word for 'Come' is fem., while 'Messenger' (Izgadda) is masc. This is because the whole prayer is 
an invocation of the Holy Spirit, which in old Syriac is invariably treated as feminine.  The word for 
Messenger is that used in the Manichaean cosmogony for a heavenly Spirit sent from the Divine Light: 
this Spirit appeared as androgynous, so that the use of the word here with the feminine verb is not 
inappropriate.  It further leads us to look out for other indications of Manichaean phraseology in the 
passage.  But first it suggests to us that [presbyters] in our passage is a corruption of, or is used for, 
[presbeutes], 'an ambassador'. 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 39 

 

“As for the five words for 'mind', they are clearly the equivalents of hauna, mad'a, re'yana, 
mahshebhatha, tar'itha, named by Theodore bar Khoni as the Five Shekhinas, or Dwellings, or 
Manifestations, of the Father of Greatness, the title by which the Manichaeans spoke of the ultimate 
Source of Light. There is a good discussion of these five words by M. A. Kugener in F. Cumont's 
[Recherches sur le Manicheisme] i, p. 10, note 3. In English we may say: hauna means 'sanity', mad'a 
means 'reason', re'yana means 'mind', mahshabhetha means 'imagination', tar'itha means 'intention'” 

Come, holy spirit,  
and cleanse their reins and their heart,  
and give them the added seal,  
in the name of the Father and Son and Holy Ghost.” 

In later, more orthodox editions of the Acts of Judas Thomas , “the mother” is dropped from this 
invocation. And so are” messenger of the five members”  and the bathhouse scene.  

The baptism is substituted for the anointing or "sealing" with oil, as they were easily misunderstood as 
connected to Gnostic myths.  

And when they were sealed, there appeared to them a youth holding a lighted torch, so that their lamps 
became dim at the approach of the light thereof.  And he went forth and was no more seen of them.  And 
the Apostle said to the Lord:  
“Your light, O Lord, is not to be contained by us,  
and we are not able to bear it, for it is too great for our sight.” 

And when the dawn came and it was morning, he brake bread and made them partakers of the Eucharist 
of the Christ.  And they were glad and rejoiced. 

 

And many others also, believing, were added to them, and came into the refuge of the Savior. 
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28 And the Apostle ceased not to preach and to say to them:  
“Ye men and women, boys and girls, young men and maidens,  
strong men and aged, whether bond or free,  
abstain from fornication and covetousness and the service of the belly: 
 for under these three heads all iniquity cometh about.  
For fornication blind the mind  
and darken the eyes of the soul,  
and is an impediment to the life (conversation) of the body,  
turning the whole man to weakness  
and casting the whole body into sickness.   
And greed put the soul into fear and shame;  
being within the body it seizes upon the goods of others,  
and is under fear lest if it restores other men's goods to their owner it be put to shame.   
And the service of the belly cast the soul into thoughts, cares, and vexations,  
taking thought lest it come to be in want,  
and have need of those things that are far from it.  

If, then, ye were rid of these ye become free of care and grief and fear,  
and that abide with you, which was said by the Savior:  
Take no thought for the morrow, 
 for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.   
Remember also that word of him of whom I spoke:  
Look at the ravens and see the fowls of the heaven,  
that they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,  
and God dispense to them;  
how much more to you, O ye of little faith?   
But look ye for his coming and have your hope in him and believe on his name.   
For he is the judge of quick and dead,  
and he give to every one according to their deeds,  
and at his coming and his latter appearing no man hath any word of excuse  
when he is to be judged by him, as though he had not heard.   
For his heralds do proclaim in the four quarters (climates) of the world.   
Repent you, therefore,  
and believe the promise and receive the yoke of meekness and the light burden,  
that ye may live and not die.   
These things get, these keep.   
Come forth of the darkness that the light may receive you!   
Come to him that is indeed good,  
that ye may receive grace of him and implant his sign in your souls.” 

29 And when he had thus spoken, some of them that stood by said:  
“It is time for the creditor to receive the debt.”  
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And he said to them:  
“He that is lord of the debt desire always to receive more;  
but let us give him that which is due.”  

 

And he blessed them, and took bread and oil and herbs and salt and blessed and gave to them; but he 
himself continued his fast, for the Lord's day was coming on (Syr. And he himself ate, because the 
Sunday was dawning). 

The Eucharist is cerebrated with bread and water only, which is pant of the encratite 
communion where use of wine was sometimes missed.   In Syria, the rite of BREAKING 
BREAD was the central point of the Eucharistic liturgy. 

And when night fell and he slept, the Lord came and stood at his head, saying:  
“Thomas, rise early,  
and having blessed them all,  
after the prayer and the ministry  
go by the eastern road two miles  
and there will I show you my glory:  
for by your going shall many take refuge with me,  
and you shall bring to light the nature and power of the enemy.”  
 

And he rose up from sleep and said to the brethren that were with him: 
”Children, the Lord would accomplish somewhat by me to-day,  
but let us pray, and entreat of him that we may have no impediment toward him,  
but that as at all times,  
so now also it may be done according to his desire and will by us.”  

 
And having so said, he laid his hands on them and blessed them, and break the bread of the Eucharist 
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and gave it them, saying: 
”This Eucharist shall be to you for compassion and mercy,  
and not to judgment and retribution.”  

And they said, “Amen.”  
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Act the Third: Concerning the servant 

Thomas and the Great Serpent 

 

On the road, Thomas encounters the dead body of a handsome youth. A huge black serpent (or 
dragon) emerges from a nearby hole and declares that he has killed the youth out of jealousy 
over the youth's sexual intercourse with a beautiful young woman with whom the dragon was 
enamored. The dragon knows that Thomas is Christ's twin brother and identifies himself as "the 
son to him that sitteth on a throne over all the earth" and also as he who "spoke with Eve the 
things which my father bade me speak to her." He also takes credit for inspiring Cain to kill 
Abel and binding the fallen angels in lust toward human women, in order that children might be 
born who would do his will. He boasts of hardening Pharaoh's heart, causing the Israelites to sin 
in the wilderness, and moving Judas Iscariot to deliver up Christ. 

Unafraid, Thomas commands the beast to suck out the venom by which he has slain the youth. 
The young man revives, and the dragon swells up, bursts, and dies. The youth proclaims that he 
is now free of the lust that caused him to sin with the young woman. He then accompanies 
Thomas toward the city, and a great multitude of believers join the true faith. 

 

30 And the Apostle went forth to go where the Lord had bidden him; and when he was near to the 
second mile (stone) and had turned a little out of the way, he saw the body of a comely youth lying, and 
said:  
“Lord, is it for this that you have brought me forth,  
to come hither that I might see this (trial) temptation?   
Your will therefore be done as you desire.” 

  
And he began to pray and to say:  
“O Lord, the judge of quick and dead,  
of the quick that stand by and the dead that lie here,  
and master and father of all things;  
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and father not only of the souls that are in bodies  
but of them that have gone forth of them,  
for of the souls also that are in pollutions (al. bodies)  
you art lord and judge;  
come you at this hour  
wherein I call upon you and show forth your glory upon him that lie here.” 

 And he turned himself to them that followed him and said:  
“This thing is not come to pass without cause,  
but the enemy hath effect it and brought it about that he may assault (?)  us thereby;  
and see ye that he hath not made use of another sort,  
nor wrought through any other creature save that which is his subject.” 

  

31 And when he had so said, a great (Syr. black) serpent (dragon) came out of a hole, beating with his 
head and shaking his tail upon the ground, and with (using) a loud voice said to the Apostle: 
”I will tell before you the cause wherefore I slew this man,  
since you art come hither for that end, to reprove my works.” 

 And the Apostle said: “Yea, say on.”  

And the serpent:  
“There is a certain beautiful woman in this village over against us;  
and as she passed by me (or my place)  
I saw her and was enamored of her,  
and I followed her and kept watch upon her;  
and I found this youth kissing her,  
and he had intercourse with her  
and did other shameful acts with her:  
and for me it was easy to declare them before you,  
for I know that you art the twin brother of the Christ  
and always abolish our nature  
(Syr. easy for me to say,  
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but to you I do not dare to utter them  
because I know that the ocean-flood of the Messiah will destroy our nature):  
but because I would not affright her,  
I slew him not at that time,  
but waited for him till he passed by in the evening and smote and slew him,  
and especially because he adventured to do this upon the Lord's day.” 

And the Apostle inquired of him, saying:  
“Tell me of what seed and of what race you art.” 

32 And he said to him:  
“I am a reptile of the reptile nature and noxious son of the noxious father:  
of him that hurt and smote the four brethren which stood upright.  
(om. Syr.: the elements or four cardinal points may be meant)  

 

 
I am son to him that sit on a throne over all the earth  
that receive back his own from them that borrow:  
 
I am son to him that gird about the sphere:  
 
and I am kin to him that is outside the ocean,  
whose tail is set in his own mouth: 
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I am he that entered through the barrier (fence) into paradise  
and spoke with Eve the things, which my father bade me, speak to her:  
 
I am he that kindled and inflamed Cain to kill his own brother,  
and on mine account did thorns and thistles grow up in the earth: 

I am he that cast down the angels from above  
and bound them in lusts after women,  
that children born of earth might come of them  
and I might work my will in them: 

 I am he that hardened Pharaoh's heart  
that he should slay the children of Israel  
and enslave them with the yoke of cruelty:  

I am he that caused the multitude to err in the wilderness  
when they made the calf: 

 I am he that inflamed Herod and enkindled Caiaphas  
to false accusation of a lie before Pilate;  
for this was fitting to me:  

I am he that stirred up Judas  
and bribed him to deliver up the Christ:  

I am he that inhabits and hold the deep of hell (Tartarus),  
but the Son of God hath wronged me,  
against my will,  
and taken (chosen) them that were his own from me:  

I am kin to him that is to come from the east,  
to whom also power is given to do what he will upon the earth.” 
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This identification of the dragon as the son of the Gnostic Ouroboros immediately presents the author of 
Acts of Thomas as anti-Gnostic. 

33 And when that serpent had spoken these things in the hearing of all the people, the Apostle lifted up 
his voice on high and said:  
“Cease you henceforth,  
O most shameless one,  
and be put to confusion and die wholly, 
 for the end of your destruction is come,  
and dare not to tell of what you have done by them that have become subject to you.  
And I charge you in the name of that Jesus  
who until now contend with you for the men that are his own,  
that you suck out your venom which you have put into this man,  
and draw it forth and take it from him.”  

But the serpent said:  
“Not yet is the end of our time come as you have said.  
Wherefore compel you me to take back that which I have put into this man,  
and to die before my time?   
for mine own father,  
when he shall draw forth and suck out that which he hath cast into the creation,  
then shall his end come.”  

And the Apostle said to him:  
“Show, then, now the nature of your father.” 

And the serpent came near, set his mouth upon the wound of the young man, and sucked forth the gall 
out of it.  And by little and little the color of the young man, which was as purple, became white, but the 
serpent swelled up.  And when the serpent had drawn up all the gall into himself, the young man leapt 
up and stood, and ran and fell at the Apostle's feet: but the serpent being swelled up, burst and died, and 
his venom and gall were shed forth; and in the place where his venom was shed there came a great gulf, 
and that serpent was swallowed up therein.  

And the Apostle said to the king and his brother:  
“Take workmen and fill up that place,  
and lay foundations and build houses upon them,  
that it may be a dwelling-place for strangers.” 

34 But the youth said to the Apostle with many tears:  
“Wherein have I sinned against you?  
for you art a man that have two forms,  
and wheresoever you wilt, there you art found,  
and art restrained of no man, as I behold.   
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For I saw that man that stood by you and said to you:  
I have many wonders to show forth by your means and  
I have great works to accomplish by you,  
for which you shall receive a reward;  
and you shall make many to live,  
and they shall be in rest in light eternal as children of God.   
Do you then, said he,  
speaking to you of me,  
quicken this youth that hath been stricken of the enemy and be at all times his overseer.   
Well, therefore, art you come hither,  
and well shall you depart again to him,  
and yet he never shall leave you at any time.   
But I am become without care or reproach:  
and he hath enlightened me from the care of the night  
and I am at rest from the toil of the day:  
and I am set free from him that provoked me to do thus,  
sinning against him that taught me to do contrary thereto:  
and I have lost him that is the kinsman of the night  
that compelled me to sin by his own deeds,  
and have found him that is of the light,  
and is my kinsman.   
I have lost him that darken and blind his own subjects  
that they may not know what they do and,  
being ashamed at their own works, may depart from him,  
and their works come to an end;  
and have found him whose works are light and his deeds truth,  
which if a man doeth he repent not of them.   
And I have left him with whom lying abide,  
and before whom darkness go as a veil,  
and behind him follow shame, shameless in indolence;  
and I have found him that show me fair things 
 that I may take hold on them,  
even the son of the truth that is akin to concord,  
who scatter away the mist  
and enlighten his own creation,  
and heal the wounds thereof  
and overthrow the enemies thereof. 

 But I beseech you,  
O man of God,  
cause me to behold him again,  
and to see him that is now become hidden from me,  
that I may also hear his voice whereof I am not able to express the wonder,  
for it belong not to the nature of this bodily organ.” 
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[Before this speech Syr. (Wright) inserts one of equal length, chiefly about man's free will and fall. But 
the fifth-century palimpsest edited by Mrs. Lewis agrees with the Greek.] 

35 And the Apostle answered him, saying:  
“If you depart from these things whereof you have received knowledge,  
as you have said,  
and if you know who it is that hath wrought this in you,  
and learn and become a hearer of him whom now in your fervent love you seek;  
you shall both see him and be with him for ever,  
and in his rest shall you rest, and shall be in his joy.  
But if you be slackly disposed toward him and turn again to your former deeds,  
and leave that beauty and that bright countenance which now was showed you,  
and forget the shining of his light which now you desire,  
not only wilt you be bereaved of this life  
but also of that which is to come  
and you wilt depart to him whom you said you had lost,  
and will no more behold him whom you said you had found.” 

36 And when the Apostle had said this, he went into the city holding the hand of that youth, and saying 
to him:  
“These things which you have seen, my child, are but a few of the many which God hath,  
for he doth not give us good tidings concerning these things that are seen, 
 but greater things than these doth he promise us;  
but so long as we are in the body we are not able to speak and show forth  
those which he shall give to our souls.  
If we say that he give us light, 
 it is this which is seen,  
and we have it:  
and if we say it of wealth,  
which is and appear in the world,  
we name it (we speak of something which is in the world, Syr.),  
and we need it not,  
for it hath been said:  
Hardly shall a rich man enter into the kingdom of heaven:  
and if we speak of apparel of raiment wherewith they that are luxurious in this life are clad,  
it is named (we mention something that nobles wear, Syr.),  
and it hath been said:  
They that wear soft raiment are in the houses of kings.  
And if of costly banquets,  
concerning these we have received a commandment to beware of them,  
not to be weighed down with reveling and drunkenness and cares of this life  
-speaking of things that are-  
and it hath been said:  
Take no thought for your life (soul),  
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what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink,  
neither for your body, what ye shall put on,  
for the soul is more than the meat  
and the body than the raiment.   
And of rest,  
if we speak of this temporal rest,  
a judgment is appointed for this also.   
But we speak of the world which is above,  
of God and angels,  
of watchers and holy ones of the immortal (ambrosial) food  
and the drink of the true vine,  
of raiment that endure and grow not old,  
of things which eye hath not seen nor ear heard,  
neither have they entered into the heart of sinful men,  
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.   
Of these things do we converse and of these do we bring good tidings.   
Do you therefore also believe on him that you may live,  
and put your trust in him,  
and you shall not die?   
For he is not persuaded with gifts,  
that you should offer them to him,  
neither is he in need of sacrifices,  
that you should sacrifice to him.   
But look you to him,  
and he will not overlook you;  
and turn to him,  
and he will not forsake you.   
For his comeliness and his beauty will make you wholly desirous to love him:   
and indeed he permits you not to turn yourself away.” 

37 And when the Apostle had said these things to that youth, a great multitude joined themselves to 
them.  And the Apostle looked and saw them raising themselves on high that they might see him, and 
they were going up into high places; and the Apostle said to them:  
“Ye men that are come to the assembly of Christ,  
and would believe on Jesus,  
take example hereby,  
and see that if ye be not lifted up,  
ye cannot see me who am little,  
and are not able to spy me out who am like to you.  

If, then, ye cannot see me  
who am like you unless ye lift yourselves up a little from the earth,  
how can ye see him that dwell in the height and now is found in the depth,  
unless ye first lift yourselves up out of your former conversation,  
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and your unprofitable deeds,  
and your desires that abide not,  
and the wealth that is left here, 
 and the possession of earth that grow old,  
and the raiment that corrupt,  
and the beauty that wax old and vanish away,  
and yet more out of the whole body wherein all these things are stored up,  
and which grow old and become dust,  
returning to its own nature?  

For it is the body which maintain all these things.   
But rather believe on our Lord Jesus Christ, whom we preach,  
that your hope may be in him  
and in him ye may have life world without end,  
that he may become your fellow traveler in this land of error,  
and may be to you and harbor in this troublous sea.  

And he shall be to you a fountain springing up in this thirsty land  
and a chamber fill of food in this place of them that hunger,  
and a rest to your souls, yea, and a physician for your bodies.” 

38 Then the multitude of them that were gathered together hearing these things wept, and said to the 
Apostle:  
”O man of God,  
the God whom you preach, we dare not say that we are his,  
for the works which we have done are alien to him and not pleasing to him;  
but if he will have compassion on us and pity us and save us,  
overlooking our former deeds,  
and will set us free from the evils which we committed being in error,  
and not impute them to us  
nor make remembrance of our former sins,  
we will become his servants  
and will accomplish his will to the end.”  

And the Apostle answered them and said: 
”He reckons not against you,  
neither takes account of the sins, which ye committed, being in error,  
but overlook your transgressions, which ye have done, in ignorance 
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The Fourth Act: Concerning the colt 

Thomas and the talking colt 

 
 

A young donkey then approaches Thomas and miraculously speaks, addressing him as "You 
Twin of Christ." The colt invites Thomas to mount him and ride into the city. Thomas asks the 
colt about his origins, and he answers that he descends from the very ass who spoke to the 
prophet Balaam, and also from the donkey on whom Jesus rode when he entered Jerusalem. 

Thomas, feeling humbled, declines the colt's offer, but the donkey insists, and Thomas finally 
consents to mount him. A huge throng of onlookers follows Thomas and the colt. Thomas 
dismounts and dismisses the ass at the city gate, whereupon the poor colt promptly falls down 
dead. The crowd implores Thomas to raise the beast from the dead, but he refuses, not because 
he is unable, but because the colt had already fulfilled his miraculous purpose by speaking and 
testifying to the work of God. The people then bury the colt by the side of the road at Thomas' 
command. 

39 And while the Apostle yet stood in the highway and spoke with the multitude, a she ass's colt came 
and stood before him (Syr. adds, And Judas said:  
“It is not without the direction of God that this colt has come hither.  
But to you I say,  
O colt  
that by the grace of our Lord there shall be given to you speech  
before these multitudes who are standing here;  
and do you say whatsoever you wilt,  
that they may believe in the God of truth whom we preach.”  

And the mouth of the colt was opened, and it spoke by the power of our Lord and said to him) and 
opened its mouth and said:  
“You twin of Christ,  
Apostle of the Most High  
and initiate in the hidden word of Christ  
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who receive his secret oracles,  
fellow worker with the Son of God,  
who being free have become a bondman,  
and being sold have brought many into liberty.  
 

You kinsman of the great race  
that hath condemned the enemy and redeemed his own,  
that have become an occasion of life to man in the land of the Indians;  
for you have come (against your will, Syr.) to men that were in error,  
and by your appearing and your divine words  
they are now turning to the God of truth which sent you:  
mount and sit upon me and repose yourself until you enter into the city.”  

And the Apostle answered and said:  
“O Jesu Christ (Son) that understands the perfect mercy!  
O tranquility and quiet that now art spoken of (speak, Syr.) by (among) brute beasts!   
 
O hidden rest,  
that art manifested by your working,  
Savior of us and nourisher,  
keeping us and resting in alien bodies!   
O Savior of our souls!   
spring that is sweet and unfailing;  
fountain secure and clear and never polluted;  
defender and helper in the fight of your own servants,  
turning away and scaring the enemy from us,  
that fight in many battles for us and make us conquerors in all;  
our true and undefeated champion (athlete);  
our holy and victorious captain:  
glorious and giving to your own a joy that never pass away,  
and a relief wherein is none affliction;  
good shepherd that give yourself for your own sheep,  
and have vanquished the wolf  
and redeemed your own lambs and led them into a good pasture:  
we glorify and praise you  
and your invisible Father and your holy spirit [and] the mother of all creation.” 

40 And when the Apostle had said these things, all the multitude that were there looked upon him, 
expecting to hear what he would answer to the colt.  And the Apostle stood a long time as it were 
astonished, and looked up into heaven and said to the colt: 
 “Of whom art you and to whom belong you?  
for marvelous are the things that are shown forth by your mouth,  
and amazing and such as are hidden from the many.”  
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And the colt answered and said: 
”I am of that stock that served Balaam,  
and your lord also and teacher sat upon one that appertained to me by race.  
And I also have now been sent to give you rest by your sitting upon me:  
and (that) I may receive (Syr. these may be confirmed in) faith, and to me may be added that portion 
which now I shall receive by your service wherewith I serve you;  
and when I have ministered to you, 
 it shall be taken from me.”  
 
And the Apostle said to him:  
“He is able who granted you this gift,  
to cause it to be fulfilled to the end in you  
and in them that belong to you by race:  
for as to this mystery I am weak and powerless.”  

And he would not sit upon him.  But the colt besought and entreated him that he might be blessed of 
him by ministering to him.  Then the Apostle mounted him and sat upon him; and they followed him, 
some going before and some following after, and all of them ran, desiring to see the end, and how he 
would dismiss the colt. 

41 But when he came near to the city gates he dismounted from him, saying: 
”Depart, and be you kept safe where you wert.” 

 And straightway the colt fell to the ground at the Apostle's feet and died.  And all they that were present 
were sorry and said to the Apostle: 
”Bring him to life and raise him up.”  

But he answered and said to them: 
”I indeed am able to raise him by the name of Jesus Christ: 
 but this is by all means expedient (or, this is [NOT] by any means expedient).  
For he that gave him speech that he might talk was able to cause that he should not die;  
and I raise him not,  
not as being unable,  
but because this is that which is expedient and profitable for him.   
And he bade them that were present to dig a trench and bury his body  
and they did as they were commanded. 
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The Fifth Act: Concerning the devil that took up his abode in the woman 

The Devil's consort 

 
 

Woman tormented by an incubus (1800). 

Thomas and his throng enter the city, where he is approached by a very beautiful woman, who 
explains that she has been tormented by the Devil for five years. The trouble began when a 
"young man" had "foul intercourse" with her in her dream, which he has continued to until the 
present time. Thomas is outraged at this and commands the Devil to come forth and face him. 
No one but Thomas and the woman can see the fiend, but all hear him as he shouts: "What have 
we to do with you, you apostle of the Most High! … Wherefore wilt you take away our power?" 
Weeping, the Devil says to the woman: "I leave you, my fairest consort… I forsake you, my 
sure sister, my beloved in whom I was well pleased. What I shall do I know not." 

He then vanishes, leaving behind only fire and smoke, which were seen by the astonished 
crowd. Thomas then blesses the crowd and seals the woman and many others in the name of the 
Trinity. Those who are sealed then partake of the Eucharist. Once again Thomas speaks of the 
Holy Spirit as feminine: "She that knoweth the mysteries of him that is chosen… she that 
manifesteth the hidden things and make the unspeakable things plain, the holy dove that beareth 
the twin young; Come, the hidden Mother… Come and communicate with us in this Eucharist 
which we celebrate in your name and in the love." 
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42 And the Apostle entered into the city and all the multitude followed him.  And he thought to go to the 
parents of the young man whom he had made alive when he was slain by the serpent: for they earnestly 
besought him to come to them and enter into their house.  But a very beautiful woman  suddenly uttered 
an exceeding loud cry, saying:  
”O Apostle of the new God that art come into India,  
and servant of that holy and only good God;  
for by you is he preached,  
the Savior of the souls that come to him,  
and by you are healed the bodies of them that are tormented by the enemy,  
and you art he that is become an occasion of life to all that turn to him:  
command me to be brought before you  
that I may tell you what hath befallen me,  
and peradventure of you I may have hope,  
and these that stand by you may be more confident in the God whom you preaches.  
For I am not a little tormented by the adversary now this five years' space”  

[one Greek MS.  And the Apostle bade her come to him, and the woman stood before him and said: 
”I, O servant of him that is indeed God am a woman:  
the rest have, as a woman]  

“I was sitting at the first in quiet,  
and peace encompassed me on every side  
and I had no care for anything,  
for I took no thought for any other.  

43 And it fell out one day  
that as I came out from the bath  
there met me a man troubled and disturbed,  
and his voice and speech seemed to me exceeding faint and dim;  
and he stood before me and said:  
I and you will be in one love  
and we will have intercourse together as a man with his wife;” 
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And I answered and said to him:  
’I never had to do with my betrothed,  
for I refused to marry,  
and how shall I yield myself to you  
that would have intercourse with me in adulterous wise?’  

And having so said, I passed on,  
and I said to my handmaid that was with me:  
’Saw you that youth and his shamelessness,  
how boldly he spoke with me, and had no shame?’  

but she said to me: 
”I saw an old man speaking to you.  
And when I was in mine house  
and had dined, my soul suggested to me some suspicion  
and especially because he was seen of me in two forms;  
and having this in my mind I fell asleep.   
He came, therefore, in that night and was joined to me in his foul intercourse.   
And when it was day I saw him and fled from him,  
and on the night following that he came and abused me;  
and now as you see me I have spent five years being troubled by him,  
and he hath not departed from me.   
But I know and am persuaded  
that both devils and spirits and destroyers are subject to you  
and are filled with trembling at your prayers: 
 pray you therefore for me  
and drive away from me the devil that ever trouble me,  
that I also may be set free  
and be gathered to the nature that is mine from the beginning,  
and receive the grace that hath been given to my kindred” 

44 And the Apostle said: 
”O evil that cannot be restrained!  
O shamelessness of the enemy!   
O envious one that art never at rest!   
O hideous one that subdue the comely!   
O you of many forms!   
As he will he appear, but his essence cannot be changed.   
 
O the crafty and faithless one!   
O the bitter tree whose fruits are like to him!   
O the devil that overcome them that are alien to him!   
O the deceit that use impudence!   
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O the wickedness that creep like a serpent,  
and that is of his kindred!  (Syr. wrongly adds a clause bidding the devil show himself.)”  

And when the Apostle said this, the malicious one came and stood before him, no man seeing him save 
the woman and the Apostle, and with an exceeding loud voice said in the hearing of all:  

45 “What have we to do with you, you Apostle of the Most High!  
What have we to do with you, you servant of Jesus Christ?   
What have we to do with you, you counselor of the holy Son of God?   
Wherefore wilt you destroy us, whereas our time is not yet come?   
Wherefore wilt you take away our power? 
 for to this hour we had hope and time remaining to us.   
What have we to do with you?   
You have power over your own, and we over ours.   
Wherefore wilt you act tyrannously against us,  
when you yourself teach others not to act tyrannously?   
Wherefore dost you crave other men's goods and not suffice yourself with your own?  Wherefore art 
you made like to the Son of God, which hath done us, wrong?   
for you resemble him altogether as if you wert born of him.   
For we thought to have brought him under the yoke like as we have the rest,  
but he turned and made us subject to him:  
for we knew him not;  
but he deceived us with his form of all uncomeliness  
and his poverty and his neediness:  
for seeing him to be such,  
we thought that he was a man wearing flesh,  
and knew not that it is he that gives life to men.   
And he gave us power over our own,  
and that we should not in this present time leave them but have our walk in them:  
but you would get more than your due and that which was given you,  
and afflict us altogether.” 

46 And having said this, the devil wept, saying:  
“I leave you, my fairest consort,  
whom long since I found and rested in you;  
I forsake you, my sure sister,  
and my beloved in whom I was well pleased.  
What I shall do I know not,  
or on whom I shall call that he may hear me and help me.   
I know what I will do:  
I will depart to some place where the report of this man hath not been heard,  
and peradventure I shall call you,  
my beloved by another name  
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(Syr. for you my beloved I shall find a substitute)”.   
 

And he lifted up his voice and said:  
”Abide in peace for you have taken refuge with one greater than I,  
but I will depart and seek for one like you,  
and if I find her not,  
I will return to you again:  
for I know that whilst you art near to this man you have a refuge in him,  
but when he departed you will be such as you were before he appeared,  
and him you wilt forget,  
and I shall have opportunity and confidence:  
but now I fear the name of him that hath saved you.” 

  
And having so said the devil vanished out of sight: only when he departed fire and smoke were seen 
there: and all that stood there were astonished. 

47 And the Apostle seeing it, said to them: 
”This devil hath shown naught that is alien or strange to him,  
but his own nature, wherein also he shall be consumed,  
for verily the fire shall destroy him utterly  
and the smoke of it shall be scattered abroad.”  
 

And he began to say: 
”Jesu, the hidden mystery that hath been revealed to us, 
 you art he that have shown to us many mysteries;  
you that didst call me apart from all my fellows  
and spoke to me three (one, Syr.) words wherewith I am inflamed,  
and am not able to speak them to others.  

Jesu, man that was slain, dead buried!   
Jesu, God of God, Savior that quickens the dead,  
and heals the sick!   
Jesu that wert in need like [a man poor] and save as one, that has no need,  
that did catch the fish for the breakfast and the dinner  
and made all satisfied with a little bread.   
Jesu, that didst rest from the weariness of wayfaring like a man,  
and walked on the waves like a God.  

48 Jesu most high, voice arising from perfect mercy,  
Savior of all, the right hand of the light,  
overthrowing the evil one in his own nature,  
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and gathering all his nature into one place;  
you of many forms,  
that art only begotten,  
first-born of many brethren God of the Most High God,  
man despised until now (Syr. and humble).  

Jesu Christ that neglect us not when we call upon you,  
that art become an occasion of life to all mankind,  
that for us was judged and shut up in prison,  
and loosest all that are in bonds,  
that was called a deceiver and redeem your own from error:  

I beseech you for these that stand here and believe on you,  
for they entreat to obtain your gifts, having good hope in your help,  
and having their refuge in your greatness;  
they hold their hearing ready to listen to the words that are spoken by us.  

Let your peace come and tabernacle in them and renew them from their former deeds,  
and let them put off the old man with his deeds,  
and put on the new that now is proclaimed to them by me.” 

49 And he laid his hands on them and blessed them, saying: 
”The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be upon you for ever.”  
 
And they said,  
“Amen.”  

And the woman besought him, saying: 
”O Apostle of the Most High,  
give me the seal,  
that that enemy return not again to me.”  
 

Then he caused her to come near to him (Syr. went to a river which was close by there), and laid his 
hands upon her and sealed her in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost; and many 
others also were sealed with her.  

And the Apostle bade his minister (deacon) to set forth a table; and he set forth a stool which they found 
there, and spread a linen cloth upon it and set on the bread of blessing; and the Apostle stood by it and 
said:  
”Jesu,  
that have accounted us worthy to partake of the Eucharist of your holy body and blood, lo,  
we are bold to draw near to your Eucharist and to call upon your holy name:  
come you and communicate to us (Syr. adds more).” 
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50 And he began to say: 
”Come, O perfect compassion,  
Come O communion of the male,  
Come, she that know the mysteries of him that is chosen,  
Come, she that hath part in all the combats of the noble champion (athlete),  
Come, the silence that reveal the great things of the whole greatness,  
Come, she that manifest the hidden things  
and make the unspeakable things plain,  
the holy dove that bear the twin young,  

Come, the hidden mother,  
Come, she that is manifest in her deeds  
and give joy and rest to them that are joined to her:  

Come and communicate with us in this Eucharist 
, which we celebrate in your name and in the love feast  
wherein we are gathered together at your calling.   
(Syr. has other clauses and not few variants.)” 

 And having so said he marked out the cross upon the bread, and break it, and began to distribute it.  
And first he gave to the woman, saying: 
”This shall be to you for remission of sins and eternal transgressions  
(Syr. and for the everlasting resurrection)”.  

And after her he gave to all the others also which had received the seal (Syr. and said to them:  
”Let this Eucharist be to you for life and rest,  
and not for judgment and vengeance.” 
 And they said, “Amen.”   
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The Sixth Act: Of the youth that murdered the Woman. 

The misguided youth and his victim 

 

A young man who has just taken the Eucharist is smitten with withered hands. He confesses that 
he had been in love with a young woman, but after hearing Thomas' teaching, he determined to 
refrain from having sex with her, asking her to join him in a spiritual marriage instead. When 
she refused, he murdered her with a sword, not being able to bear the thought of her having sex 
with another man. Thomas decries the "insane union" of unrestrained lust and commands the 
youth to bathe in holy water. They then go to the inn, where the victim's body lies. Thomas 
prays, and the young man takes his former lover by the hand, whereupon she comes back to life. 
She testifies that she has been in Hell, which she describes in considerable detail. Many people 
become believers as a result of the miracle and the woman's horrifying testimony. 

 

51 Now there was a certain youth who had wrought an abominable deed, and he came near and received 
of the Eucharist with his mouth: but his two hands withered up, so that he could no more put them to his 
own mouth.  And they that were there saw him and told the Apostle what had befallen; and the Apostle 
called him and said to him:  

“Tell me, my child, and be not ashamed, what was it that you didst and came hither?  
for the Eucharist of the Lord hath convicted you.   
For this gift which pass among many doth rather heal them  
that with faith and love draw near thereto,  
but you it hath withered away;  
and that which is come to pass hath not befallen without some effectual cause.”  

And the Youth, being convicted by the Eucharist of the Lord, came and fell at the Apostle's feet and 
besought him, saying: 
”I have done an evil deed,  
yet I thought to do somewhat good.  
I was enamored of a woman that dwell at an inn without the city,  
and she also loved me;  
and when I heard of you and believed,  
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that you proclaim a living God,  
I came and received of you the seal with the rest;  
for you said: ‘Whosoever shall partake in the polluted union,  
and especially in adultery,  
he shall not have life with the God whom I preach’.   
Whereas therefore I loved her much,  
I entreated her and would have persuaded her  
to become my consort in chastity and pure conversation,  
which you also teach:  
but she would not.   
When, therefore, she consented not,  
I took a sword and slew her:  
for I could not endure to see her commit adultery with another man” 

52 When the Apostle heard this he said: 
”O insane union how ruins you to shamelessness!  
O unrestrained lust, how have you stirred up this man to do this!   
O work of the serpent, how art you enraged against your own!” 

 And the Apostle bade water to be brought to him in a basin; and when the water was brought, he said:  
“Come, ye waters from the living waters,  
that were sent to us,  
the true from the true,  
the rest that was sent to us from the rest, 
the power of salvation that cometh from that power  
which conquer all things and  
subdue them to its own will:  
come and dwell in these waters,  
that the gift of the Holy Ghost may be perfectly consummated in them.”  
 
And he said to the youth: 
”Go; wash your hands in these waters.  
And when he had washed they were restored;  
and the Apostle said to him:  
Believe you in our Lord Jesus Christ that he is able to do all things?” 

  
And he said: 
”Though I am the least, yet I believe.  
But I committed this deed thinking that I was doing somewhat good:  
for I besought her as I told you,  
but she would not obey me, to keep herself chaste.” 
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53 And the Apostle said to him:  
”Come, let us go to the inn where you didst commit this deed.” 
  
And the youth went before the Apostle in the way, and when they came to the inn, they found her Lying 
dead.  And the Apostle when he saw her was sorry, for she was a comely girl.  And he commanded her 
to be brought into the midst of the inn: and they laid her on a bed and brought her forth and set her down 
in the midst of the court of the inn.  And the Apostle laid his hand upon her and began to say:  
”Jesu, who always show yourself to us; 
 for this is your will, that we should at all times seek you,  
and yourself have given us this power, to ask and to receive,  
and have not only permitted this,  
but have taught us to pray: who art not seen of our bodily eyes, 
 but art never hidden from the eyes of our soul,  
and in your aspect art concealed,  
but in your works art manifested to us:  
and in your many acts we have known you so far as we are able,  
and yourself have given us your gifts without measure, saying:  
Ask and it shall be given to you,  
seek and ye shall find,  
knock and it shall be opened to you:  
we beseech you, therefore,  
having the fear (suspicion) of our sins;  
and we ask of you,  
not riches, not gold, not silver, not possessions,  
not aught else of the things which come of the earth and return again to the earth;  
but this we ask of you and entreat,  
that in your holy name you would raise up the woman that lie here,  
by your power,  
to the glory and faith of them that stand by.” 

54 And he said to the youth (Syr. ' Stretch your mind towards our Lord,' and he signed him with the 
cross), having signed (sealed) him:  
“Go and take hold on her hand and say to her:  
I with my hands slew you with iron,  
and with my hands in the faith of Jesus I raise you up.”  
 

So the youth went to her and stood by her, saying: 
 “I have believed in you, Christ Jesu.”  
 

And he looked to Judas Thomas the Apostle and said to him: 
”Pray for me that my Lord may come to my help,  
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whom I also call upon.”  
 

And he laid his hand upon her hand and said:  
’Come, Lord Jesu Christ:  
to her grant you life and to me the earnest of faith in you.” 

  
And straightway as he drew her hand, she sprang up and sat up, looking upon the great company that 
stood by.  And she saw the Apostle also standing over against her, and leaving the bed she leapt forth 
and fell at his feet and caught hold on his raiment, saying: 
”I beseech you, my lord where is that other that was with you, 
 who left me not to remain in that fearful and cruel place,  
but delivered me to you, saying:  
Take you this woman, that she may be made perfect,  
and hereafter be gathered into her place?” 

55 And the Apostle said to her:  
“Relate to us where you have been”  
 
And she answered: 
”Dost you who was with me and to whom I was delivered desire to hear?” 
 
And she began to say: [This description of hell-torments is largely derived from the Apocalypse of 
Peter]  
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”A man took me who was hateful to look upon altogether black,  
and his raiment exceedingly foul,  
and took me away to a place wherein were many pits (chasms),  
and a great stench and hateful odor issued thence.  
And he caused me to look into every pit,  
and I saw in the (first) pit flaming fire and wheels of fire ran round there,  
and souls were hanged upon those wheels,  
and were dashed (broken) against each other;  
and very great crying and howling was there,  
and there was none to deliver.   
And that man said to me:  
‘These souls are of your tribe,  
and when the number of their days is accomplished (lit. in the days of the number)  
they are (were) delivered to torment and affliction,  
and then are others brought in their stead,  
and likewise these into another place.   
These are they that have reversed the intercourse of male and female’.   
And I looked and saw infants heaped one upon another  
and struggling with each other as they lay on them.   
And he answered and said to me: 
’ These are the children of those others,  
and therefore are they set here for a testimony against them.’  
(Syr. omits this clause of the children, and lengthens and dilutes the preceding speech.) 
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56 And he took me to another pit,  
and I stooped and looked and saw mire and worms welling up,  
and souls wallowing there,  
and a great gnashing of teeth was heard thence from them.   
And that man said to me:  
’These are the souls of women which forsook their husbands  
and committed adultery with others,  
and are brought into this torment.’  
 

Another pit he showed me  
wherein I stooped and looked and saw souls hanging,  
some by the tongue, some by the hair, some by the hands,  
and some head downward by the feet,  
and tormented (smoked) with smoke and brimstone;  
concerning whom that man that was with me answered me:  
’The souls which are hanged by the tongue are slanderers,  
that uttered Lying and shameful words,  
and were not ashamed,  
and they that are hanged by the hair  
are unblushing ones which had no modesty and went about in the world bareheaded;  
and they that are hanged by the hands,  
these are they that took away and stole other men's goods,  
and never gave aught to the needy nor helped the afflicted, 
but did so, desiring to take all,  
and had no thought at all of justice or of the law;  
and they that hang upside down by the feet, 
 these are they that lightly and readily ran in evil ways and disorderly paths, 
 not visiting the sick nor escorting them that depart this life,  
and therefore each and every soul receive that which was done by it.  
(Syr. omits almost the whole section.) 

57 Again he took me and showed me a cave exceeding dark, 
 breathing out a great stench,  
and many souls were looking out desiring to get somewhat of the air,  
but their keepers suffered them not to look forth.   
And he that was with me said:  
’This is the prison of those souls which you saw  
for when they have fulfilled their torments for that which each did,  
thereafter do others succeed them:  
and there be some that are wholly consumed  
and (some, Syr.) that are delivered over to other torments.   
And they that kept the souls, which were in the dark cave said to the man that had taken me: ‘Give her 
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to us that we may bring her in to the rest  
until the time cometh for her to be delivered to torment.’  

But he answered them:  
’I give her not to you,  
for I fear him that delivered her to me:  
for I was not charged to leave her here,  
but I take her back with me until I shall receive order concerning her.’  
And he took me and brought me to another place  
wherein were men being sharply tormented (Syr. where men were).   
And he that was like to you took me and delivered me to you, saying thus to you:  
’Take her,  
for she is one of the sheep that have gone astray.’ 
  
And I was taken by you,  
and now am I before you. 
 I beseech you, therefore,  
and supplicate that I may not depart to those places of punishment  
which I have seen.” 

58 And the Apostle said:  
”Ye have heard what this woman hath related:  
and there are not these torments only,  
but others also, worse than these;  
and ye, if ye turn not to this God whom I preach, 
 and abstain from your former works  
and the deeds which ye committed without knowledge,  
shall have your end in those torments.  
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Believe therefore on Christ Jesus, 
 and he will forgive you the sins ye have committed hitherto,  
and will cleanse you from all your bodily lusts that abide on the earth,  
and will heal you of all your trespasses  
which follow you and depart with you and are found upon (before) you.   
Put off therefore every one of you the old man,  
and put on the new,  
and forsake your former walk and conversation;  
and let them that stole steal no more,  
but live by laboring and working; and let the adulterous no more fornicate,  
lest they deliver themselves to eternal torment;  
for adultery is before God exceeding evil beyond other sins.   
And put away from you covetousness  
and Lying and drunkenness and slandering,  
and render not evil for evil:  
for all these things are strange and alien to the God  
who is preached by me:  
but rather walk ye in faith and meekness and holiness and hope,  
wherein God delight,  
that ye may become his own,  
expecting of him the gifts which some few only do receive.” 

59 All the people therefore believed and gave their souls obediently to the living God and Christ Jesus, 
rejoicing in the blessed works of the Most High and in his holy service.  And they brought much money 
for the service of the widows: for the Apostle had them gathered together in the cities, and to all of them 
he sent provision by his own ministers (deacons), both clothes and nourishment.  And he himself ceased 
not preaching and speaking to them and showing that this is Jesus Christ whom the scriptures 
proclaimed, who is come and was crucified, and raised the third day from the dead.  

And next he showed them plainly, beginning from the prophets, the things concerning the Christ, that it 
was necessary that he should come, and that in him should be accomplished all things that were foretold 
of him.  

And the fame of him went forth into all the cities and countries, and all that had sick or they that were 
oppressed by unclean spirits brought them, and some they laid in the way whereby he should pass, and 
he healed them all by the power of the Lord.  Then all that were healed by him said with one accord: 
”Glory be to you, Jesu,  
who have granted us all alike healing through your servant and Apostle Thomas.  
And now being whole and rejoicing,  
we beseech you that we may be of your flock,  
and be numbered among your sheep;  
receive us therefore, Lord,  
and impute not to us our transgressions and our former faults  
which we committed being in ignorance.” 
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60 And the Apostle said: 
”Glory be to the only begotten of the Father!  
Glory be to the first-born of many brethren!   
Glory be to you, the defender, and helper of them that come to your refuge!   
that sleep not,  
and awake them that are asleep  
that live and gives life to them that lie in death!   
 
O God Jesu Christ, Son of the living God,  
redeemer and helper, refuge and rest of all that are weary (labor) in your work,  
giver of healing to them that for your names sake  
bear the burden and heat of the day:  
we give thanks for (to) the gifts that are given us of you  
and granted us by your help and your dispensation that cometh to us from you. 

61 Perfect you therefore these things in us  
to the end that we may have the boldness that is in you:  

look upon us for your sake have we forsaken our homes and our parents,  
and for your sake have we gladly and willingly become strangers:  
look upon us, Lord, for we have forsaken our own possessions for your sake,  
that we might gain you the possession that cannot be taken away:  

look upon us, Lord, for we have forsaken them that belong to us by race,  
that we might be joined to your kinship: 

 look upon us, Lord, that have forsaken our fathers and mothers and fosters,  
that we might behold your Father, and be satisfied with his divine food:  

look upon us, Lord, for  your sake have we forsaken our bodily consorts and our earthly fruits, that we 
might be partakers in that enduring and true fellowship,  
and bring forth true fruits, whose nature is from above,  
which no man can take from us,  
with whom we shall abide and who shall abide with us.” 
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The Seventh Act: Of the Captain. 

Thomas and Captain Siphor 

 

The wealyour captain of King Misdaeus, later named as Siphor, asks Thomas to help his wife 
and daughter, who are being tormented by devils that throw them down and strip them naked, 
even in public. The two woman are so beset by these incubi that they have not been able to 
sleep or eat properly for three years. Greatly grieved for the man, Thomas first secures his 
commitment to Jesus and then agrees to help, converting many more believers through his 
public prayers. 

There appears to have a gap between sixth and seventh chapter according to the indication of time 
“while proclaiming throughout all India”.  The scene presents captain of the King of Mazdai. 

62 Now while the Apostle Thomas was proclaiming throughout all India the word of God, a certain 
captain of the king Misdaeus (Mazdai, Syr.) came to him and said to him:  
”I have heard of you that you take no reward of any man,  
but even that you have you gives to them that need.  
For if you didst receive rewards,  
I would have sent you a great sum, and would not have come myself,  
for the king doeth naught without me:  
for I have much substance and am rich,  
even one of the richest men of India.   
And I have never done wrong to any;  
but the contrary hath befallen me.  

I have a wife, and of her I had a daughter  
and I am well affectioned toward her,  
as also nature require and have never made trial of another wife.   
Now it chanced that there was a wedding in our city,  
and they that made the marriage feast were well beloved of me:  
they came in therefore and bade me to it,  
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bidding also my wife and her daughter.   
Forasmuch then as they were my good friends I could not refuse:  
I sent her therefore, though she desired not to go,  
and with them, I sent also many servants:  
so they departed, both she and her daughter,  
decked with many ornaments. 

63 And when it was evening  
and the time was come to depart from the wedding  
I sent lamps and torches to meet them:  
and I stood in the street to espy when she should come  
and I should see her with my daughter.  

And as I stood, I heard a sound of lamentation.   
Woe for her!   
was heard out of every mouth.   
And my servants with their clothes rent came to me and told me what was done.  

‘We saw’, said they, ‘a man and a boy with him.   
And the man laid his hand upon your wife,  
and the boy upon your daughter:  
and they fled from them: and we smote (wounded) them with our swords,  
but our swords fell to the ground.   
And the same hour the women fell down,  
gnashing their teeth and beating their heads upon the earth  
and seeing this we came to tell it you.   
And when I heard this of my servants  
I rent my clothes and smote my face with my hands,  
and becoming like one mad I ran along the street,  
and came and found them cast in the market-place;  
and I took them and brought them to my house, 
 and after a long space they awaked and stood up,  
and sat down. 

64 I began therefore to inquire of my wife:  
"What is it that hath befallen you?" 
  
And she said to me:  
’Know you not what you have done to me?   
for I prayed you that I might not go to the wedding,  
because I was not of even health in my body;  
and as I went on the way and came near to the aqueduct wherein the water flowed,  
I saw a black man standing over against me nodding at me with his head,  
and a boy like to him standing by him;  
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and I said to my daughter:  
Look at those two hideous men,  
whose teeth are like milk and their lips like soot.   
And we left them and went towards the aqueduct;  
and when it was sunset and we departed from the wedding,  
as we passed by with the young men and drew near the aqueduct,  
my daughter saw them first,  
and was affrighted and fled towards me;  
and after her I also beheld them coming against us:  
and the servants that were with us fled from them (Syr.) and they struck us,  
and cast down both me and my daughter.’  

And when she had told me these things,  
the devils came upon them again and threw them down:  
and from that hour they are not able to come forth,  
but are shut up in one room or a second  
(Syr. in a room within another):  
and on their account I suffer much, and am distressed:  
for the devils throw them down wheresoever they find them,  
and strip them naked.  

I beseech and supplicate you before God,  
help me and have pity on me,  
for it is now three years that a table hath not been set in my house,  
and my wife and my daughter have not sat at a table:  
and especially for mine unhappy daughter,  
which hath not seen any good at all in this world.” 

65 And the Apostle, hearing these things from the captain, was greatly grieved for him, and said to him: 
”Believe you that Jesus will heal them? “  

And the captain said:  
“Yea.” 

 And the Apostle said: 
”Commit yourself then to Jesus,  
and he will heal them and procure them succor.” 

And the captain said: 
”Show me him that I may entreat him and believe in him”  
 
And the Apostle said: 
”He appear not to these bodily eyes,  
but is found by the eyes of the mind.”  
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The captain therefore lifted up his voice and said:  
“I believe you, Jesu,  
and entreat and supplicate you,  
help my little faith which I have in you.” 
 

Apostle Thomas now ordained Xanthippus as the deacon of the church he has started in preparation for 
leaving that part of the Indian Mission Field.  However, we are not given any details of how or where he 
went.  Xantippus appears of to be a Jewish name.  As such, we cannot identify the area of India. 

The name Xenophon is a Greek name.  (Xenophon of Athens was a Greek historian, soldier, 
mercenary, and a contemporary and admirer of Socrates).  In that case this must have been in 
the Indo-Parthian area of India – Northern India. 

 
And the Apostle commanded Xenophon (Syr. Xanthippus) the deacon to assemble all the brethren; and 
when the whole multitude was gathered, the Apostle stood in the midst and said: 

66 “Children and brethren that have believed on the Lord,  
abide in this faith,  
preaching Jesus who was proclaimed to you by me,  
to bring you hope in him; and forsake not (be not forsaken of) him,  
and he will not forsake you.  
While ye sleep in this slumber that weigh down the sleepers,  
he, sleeping not, keep watch over you;  
and when ye sail and are in peril and none can help,  
he walking upon the waters support and aid.  

For I am now departing from you,  
and it appear not if I shall again see you according to the flesh.   
Be ye not therefore like to the people of Israel,  
who losing sight of their pastors for an hour, stumbled.   
 
But I leave to you Xenophon the deacon in my stead;  
for he also like myself proclaim Jesus:  
for neither am I aught, nor he, but Jesus only; 
 for I also am a man clothed with a body,  
a son of man like one of you; 
 for neither have I riches as it is found with some,  
which also convict them that possess them,  
being wholly useless, and left behind upon the earth,  
whence also they came,  
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and they bear away with them the transgressions and blemishes of sins  
which befall men by their means.   
And scantly are rich men found in alms giving:  
but the merciful and lowly in heart,  
these shall inherit the kingdom of God:  
for it is not beauty that endure with men,  
for they that trust in it,  
when age cometh upon them,  
shall suddenly be put to shame:  
all things therefore have their time;  
in their season are they loved and hated.  

Let your hope then be in Jesus Christ the Son of God,  
which is always loved,  
and always desired: and be mindful of us,  
as we of you: for we too, 
 if we fulfill not the burden of the commandments are not worthy to be preachers of this name, and 
hereafter shall we pay the price (punishment) of our own head.” 

67 And he prayed with them and continued with them a long time in prayer and supplication, and 
committing them to the Lord, he said:  
”O Lord that rule over every soul that is in the body;  
Lord, Father of the souls that have their hope in you and expect your mercies:  
that redeem from error the men that are your own and set free from bondage  
and corruption your subjects that come to your refuge:  
be you in the flock of Xenophon and anoint it with holy oil,  
and heal it of sores, and preserve it from the ravening wolves”  

And he laid his hand on them and said: 
”The peace of the Lord shall be upon you and shall journey with us.” 
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Old World Trade Routes within India  

The Eighth Act: Of the wild asses. 

Exorcisms and wild asses 

 

Thomas travels with Siphor in his chariot or coach, but the animals pulling the vehicle soon tire. 
At Thomas' suggestion, the captain goes to a nearby herd of wild asses and commands four of 
them, in Thomas' name, to come. Thomas then commands the asses to yoke themselves in the 
place of the wearied other animals. When the chariot arrives at the captain's home city, Thomas 
instructs one of the assess to command the devils to come forth. The ass promptly enters 
Siphor's house and does as Thomas commanded, and the women approach Thomas in a zombie-
like state. When Thomas confronts them, they both fall down as if dead, but the spirit inside the 
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older woman speaks. Thomas recognizes him as the same demon he had driven out of the 
woman in the previous city. The devil pleads that he is only doing what comes naturally to him. 
Surprisingly, the wild ass now gives a lengyour sermon urging Thomas to act and declaring the 
doctrine which Thomas normally preaches. 

Thomas responds by praising Jesus, the "heavenly word of the Father … the hidden light of the 
understanding, who shows the way of truth, the driver away of darkness, and blotter-out of 
error." He then prays: "Let these souls be healed and rise up and become such as they were 
before they were smitten of the devils." The women are immediately healed. Thomas then leads 
the wild asses outside the city and dismisses then back to the natural life and a happy ending. 

Thomas now take land route using a chariot.  Apart from the fact, the distance was very large we cannot 
really identify the place from the name as such. 

68 The Apostle therefore went forth to depart on the way: and they all escorted him, weeping, and 
adjuring him to make remembrance of them in his prayers and not to forget them.  He went up then and 
sat upon the chariot, leaving all the brethren, and the captain came and awaked the driver, saying:  

 
”I entreat and pray that I may become worthy to sit beneath his feet,  
and I will be his driver upon this way,  
that he also may become my guide in that way whereby few go.”  

 

69 And when they had journeyed about two miles, the Apostle begged of the captain and made him 
arise and caused him to sit by him, suffering the driver to sit in his own place.  And as they went along 
the road, it came to pass that the beasts were wearied with the great heat and could not be stirred at all.  
And the captain was greatly vexed and wholly cast down, and thought to run on his own feet and bring 
other beasts for the use of the chariot; but the Apostle said:  
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“Let not your heart be troubled nor affrighted, 
 but believe on Jesus Christ whom I have proclaimed to you,  
and you shall see great wonders.  
And he looked and saw a herd of wild asses feeding by the wayside,  
and said to the captain:  
If you have believed on Christ Jesus, go to that herd of wild asses and say:  
’Judas Thomas the Apostle of Christ the new God said to you:  
Let four of you come, of whom we have need (or, of whom we may have use).’ 

70 And the captain went in fear, for they were many; and as he went, they came to meet him; and when 
they were near, he said to them:  

“Judas Thomas the Apostle of the new God command you: 
 Let four of you come, of whom I have need.  
And when the wild asses heard it,  
they ran with one accord and came to him,  
and when they came they did him reverence. 
 [Syr. has a long prayer: And Judas Thomas the Apostle of our Lord lifted up his voice in praise and 
said: 
”Glorious art you, God of truth and Lord of all natures,  
for you didst will with your will,  
and make all your works and finish all your creatures,  
and bring them to the rule of their nature,  
and lay upon them all your fear that they might be subject to your command.  
And your will trod the path from your secrecy to manifestation,  
and was caring for every soul that you didst make,  
and was spoken of by the mouth of all the prophets,  
in all visions and sounds and voices;  
but Israel did not obey because of their evil inclination.   
And you, because you art Lord of all,  
have a care for the creatures,  
so that you spread over us your mercy in him who came 
 by your will and put on the body,  
your creature, which you didst will and form according to your glorious wisdom.   
He whom you didst appoint in your secrecy and establish in your manifestation,  
to him you have given the name of Son, 
 he who was your will, the power of your thought; 
 so that ye are by various names,  
the Father and the Son and the Spirit,  
for the sake of the government of your creatures,  
for the nourishing of all natures,  
and ye are one in glory and power and will;  
and ye are divided without being separated,  
and are one though divided,  
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and all subsists in you and is subject to you,  
because all is your.  

And I rely upon you, Lord,  
and by your command have subjected these dumb beasts,  
that you might show your ministering power upon us  
and upon them because it is needful,  
and that your name might be glorified in us and in the beasts that cannot speak.]”  

And the Apostle said to them: 
”Peace be to you.  
Yoke ye four of you in the stead of these beasts that have come to a stand.”  
And every one of them came and pressed to be yoked: there were then four stronger than the rest, which 
also were yoked.  And the rest, some went before and some followed.   
 

And when they had journeyed a little way he dismissed the colts, saying: 
”I say to you the inhabiters of the desert,  
depart to your pastures,  
for if I had had need of all,  
ye would all have gone with me;  
but now go to your place wherein ye dwell.”  
And they departed quietly until they were no more seen. 

71 Now as the Apostle, the captain, and the driver went on, the wild asses drew the chariot quietly and 
evenly, lest they should disturb the Apostle of God.  And when they came near to the city gate, they 
turned aside and stood still before the doors of the captain's house.  And the captain said: 
”It is not possible for me to relate what hath happened,  
but when I see the end I will tell it.”  
The whole city therefore came to see the wild asses under the yoke; and they had heard also the report 
of the Apostle that he was to come and visit them.  And the Apostle asked the captain: “Where is your 
dwelling, and whither dost you bring us? “ 
 

And he said to him: 
”You yourself know that we stand before the doors,  
and these which by your commandment are come with you know it better than I.” 

72 And having so said he came down from the chariot.  The Apostle therefore began to say: “Jesu 
Christ, that art blasphemed by the ignorance of you in this country;  
Jesu, the report of whom is strange in this city;  
Jesu, that receive all  
(Syr. send on before the Apostles in every country and in every city,  
and all your that are worthy are glorified in you;  
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Jesu, that didst take a form and become as a man,  
and wert seen of all us that you might not separate us from your own love:  
you, Lord, art he that gave yourself for us,  
and with your blood have purchased us and gained us as a possession of great price:  
and what have we to give you,  
Lord, in exchange for your life which you gave for us?  
for that which we would give, you gave us:  
and this is, that we should entreat of you and live.” 

73 And when he had so said, many assembled from every quarter to see the Apostle of the new God.  
And again the Apostle said: 
”Why stand we idle?  
Jesu, Lord, the hour is come:  
what wilt you have done?   
command therefore that that be fulfilled which need to be done”  

Now the captain's wife and her daughter were sore borne down by the devils, so that they of the house 
thought they would rise up no more: for they suffered them not to partake of aught, but cast them down 
upon their beds recognizing no man until that day when the Apostle came thither.  And the Apostle said 
to one of the wild asses that were yoked on the right hand: “Enter you within the gate,  
and stand there and call the devils and say to them:  

’Judas Thomas the Apostle and disciple of Jesus Christ said to you:  
’Come forth hither:  
for on your account am I sent and to them that pertain to you by race,  
to destroy you and chase you to your place,  
until the time of the end come and ye go down into your own deep of darkness.’’  “ 

74 And that wild ass went in, a great multitude being with him, and said: 
”To you I speak,  
the enemies of Jesus that is called Christ:  
 
to you I speak that shut your eyes lest ye see the light: 
  
to you I speak, children of Gehenna and of destruction,  
of him that cease not from evil until now,  
that always renew his workings and the things that befit his being:  

to you I speak, most shameless,  
that shall perish by your own hands.   
And what I shall say of your destruction and end,  
and what I shall tell, I know not.  
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For there are many things and innumerable to the hearing:  
and greater are your doings than the torment that is reserved for you  
(Syr. however great your bodies, they are too small for your retributions).  

But to you I speak, devil, and to your son that follow with you:  
for now am I sent against you.  

And wherefore should I make many words concerning your nature and root,  
which yourselves know and are not ashamed?   
but Judas Thomas the Apostle of Christ Jesus said to you,  
he that by much love and affection is sent hither:  
Before all this multitude that stand here, come forth and tell me of what race ye are.” 

75 And straightway the woman came forth with her daughter, both like dead persons and dishonored in 
aspect: and the Apostle beholding them was grieved.  especially for the girl, and said to the devils: 
”God forbid that for you there should be sparing or propitiation,  
for ye know neither to spare nor to have pity:  
but in the name of Jesus, depart from them and stand by their side.” 

And when the Apostle had so said, the women fell down and became as dead; for they neither had 
breath nor uttered speech: but the devil answered with a loud voice and said: 
”Art you come hither again,  
you that deride our nature and race?  
art you come again, that blot out our devices?   
and as I take it, you would not suffer us to be upon the earth at all:  
but this at this time you canst not accomplish”.  

And the Apostle guessed that this devil was he that had been driven out from that other woman. 

76 And the devil said: 
”I beseech you, 
 give me leave to depart even whither you wilt,  
and dwell there and take commandment from you,  
and I will not fear the ruler that hath authority over me.  
For like as you art come to preach good tidings,  
so I also am come to destroy; 
and like as, if you fulfill not the will of him that sent you, 
 he will bring punishment upon your head,  
so I also if I do not the will of him that sent me,  
before the season and time appointed,  
shall be sent to mine own nature;  
and like as your Christ help you in that you doest,  
so also my father help me in that I do;  
and like as for you he prepare vessels worthy of your inhabiting,  
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so also for me he seek out vessels whereby I may accomplish his deeds;  
and like as he nourish and provide for his subjects, 
 so also for me he prepare chastisements and torments,  
with them that become my dwelling places  
(Syr. those in whom I dwell);  
and like as for a recompense of your working he give you eternal life,  
so also to me he give for a reward of my works eternal destruction;  
and like as you art refreshed by your prayer and your good works and spiritual thanksgivings,  
so I also am refreshed by murders and adulteries and sacrifices made with wine  
upon altars (Syr. sacrifices and libations of wine),  
and like as you convert men to eternal life,  
so I also pervert them that obey me to eternal destruction and torment:  
and you receive your own and I mine.” 

77 And when the devil had said these things and yet more the Apostle said: 
”Jesus command you and your son by me to enter no more into the habitation of man:  
but go ye forth and depart and dwell wholly apart from the habitation of men.” 

  
And the devils said to him: 
”You have laid on us a harsh commandment:  
but what wilt you do to them that now are concealed from you?  
for they that have wrought all the images rejoice in them more than you:  
and many of them do the more part worship,  
and perform their will, sacrificing to them and bringing them food,  
by libations and by wine and water and offering with oblations.” 

 And the Apostle said: 
”They also shall now be abolished, with their works”.   
And suddenly the devils vanished away: but the women lay cast upon the earth as if were dead, and 
without speech. 

78 And the wild asses stood together and parted not one from another; but he to whom speech was given 
by the power of the Lord -while all men kept silence, and looked to see what they would do- the wild 
ass said to the Apostle: 
”Why stand you idle, O Apostle of Christ the Most High,  
who look that you should ask of him the best of learning?  
Wherefore then, tarries you?   
(Syr. that you should ask him, and he would give you?  
Why delay you, good disciple?)   
for lo, your teacher desire to show by your hands his mighty works.   
Why stand you still, O herald of the hidden one?   
for your (Lord) will to manifest through you his unspeakable things,  
which he reserve for them that are worthy of him, to hear them.  
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Why rest you, O doer of mighty works in the name of the Lord?   
for your Lord encourage you and engender boldness in you.   
Fear not, therefore; for he will not forsake the soul that belong to you by birth.   
Begin therefore to call upon him and he will readily hearken to you.   
Why stand you marveling at all his acts and his workings?   
for these are small things which he hath shown by your means.   
And what wilt you tell concerning his great gifts?   
for you wilt not be sufficient to declare them.   
And why marvel you at his cures of the body, which he work?   
(Syr. which come to an end) especially when you know that healing  
of his which is secure and lasting, which he bring forth by his own nature?   
And why look you to this temporal life,  
and have no thought of that which is eternal,  
(Syr. when you canst every day think on that which is eternal)? 

79 But to you the multitudes that stand by and look to see 
these that are cast down raised up,  
I say, believe in the Apostle of Jesus Christ: believe the teacher of truth,  
believe him that show you the truth,  
believe Jesus,  
believe on the Christ that was born,  
that the born may live by his life:  
who also was raised up through infancy,  
that perfection might appear by his manhood (man).   
He did teach his own disciples:  
for he is the teacher of the truth and wise men wise  
(Syr. who went to school that through him perfect wisdom might be known: 
 he taught his teacher because he was the teacher of verity and the master of the wise).   
Who also offered the gift in the temple  
that he might show that all the (every) offering was sanctified.   
This is his Apostle, the show-forth of truth:  
this is he that perform the will of him that sent him.  

But there shall come false Apostles and prophets of lawlessness,  
whose end shall be according to their deeds;  
preaching indeed and ordaining to flee from ungodliness,  
but themselves at all times detected in sins,  
clad indeed with sheep's clothing, but within, ravening wolves.   
Who suffice not themselves with one wife  
but corrupt many women;  
who, saying that they despise children,  
destroy many children (boys),  
for whom they will pay the penalty;  
that content not themselves with their own possessions,  
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but desire that all useless things should minister to them only;  
professing to be his disciples;  
and with their mouth they utter one thing,  
but in their heart they think another;  
charging other men to beware of evil,  
but they themselves perform not that is good;  
who are accounted temperate,  
and charge other men to abstain from fornication theft,  
and covetousness,  
but in all these things do they themselves walk secretly,  
teaching other men not to do them.” 

80 And when the wild ass had declared all these things, all men gazed upon him.  And when he ceased 
the Apostle said:  
“What I shall think concerning your beauty,  
O Jesu, and what I shall tell of you,  
I know not, or rather I am not able,  
for I have no power to declare it,  
O Christ that art in rest,  
and only wise that only know the inward of the heart and understand the thought.  

Glory be to you, merciful and tranquil.   
Glory to you, wise word.   
Glory to your compassion that was born to us.   
Glory to your mercy that was spread out over us.   
Glory to your greatness that was made small for us.   
Glory to your most high kingship that was humbled for us.   
Glory to your might, which was enfeebled for us.   
Glory to your Godhead that for us was seen in likeness of men.   
Glory to your manhood that died for us that it might make us live.   
Glory to your resurrection from the dead;  
for thereby rising and rest cometh to our souls.   
Glory and praise (good report) to your ascending into the heavens;  
for thereby you have show us the path of the height,  
and promised that we shall sit with you on your right hand  
and with you judge the twelve tribes of Israel.  

You art the heavenly word of the Father: 
 you art the hidden light of the understanding,  
who show the way of truth,  
who drive away of darkness,  
and who blot out of error.” 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 85 

81 Having thus spoken, the Apostle stood over the women, saying: 
”My Lord and my God,  
I am not divided from you (or doubt not concerning you),  
nor as one unbelieving do I call upon you,  
who art always our helper and scourer and raiser-up;  
who breathe your own power into us and encourage us  
and give confidence in love to your own servants.  

I beseech you,  
let these souls be healed and rise up  
and become such as they were before they were smitten of the devils.” 

  
And when he thus spoke, the women turned and sat up.  And the Apostle bade the captain that his 
servants should take them and bring them within (Syr. and give them food, for they had not eaten for 
many days).  And when they were gone in, the Apostle said to the wild asses, “Follow me.”  

And they went after him until he had brought them without the gate.  And when they had gone out, he 
said to them: 
”Depart in peace to your pastures.”  
The wild asses therefore went away willingly; and the Apostle stood and took heed to them lest they 
should be hurt of any, until they had gone afar off and were no more seen.  And the Apostle returned 
with the multitude into the house of the captain. 
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Map shows the Trade Routes within India at the beginning of the Christian era 

. 
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The Ninth Act: Of the Wife of Charisius. 

Thomas and Mygdonia 

 
 

King Misdaeus may represent an anachronchistic version of Vasudeva I, who is thought to have 
returned the relics of Saint Thomas from India in 232 C.E. 

Here in the realm of King Misdaeus, Mygdonia, the wife of Prime Minister Charisius, comes to 
learn of Thomas and his "new god." Because of her arrogant attitude in pressing through the 
crowd to see him, however, Thomas blesses the servants who carry her palanquin, rather than 
the great lady herself. He teaches the crowd to abstain first of all from adultery, which he 
characterizes as "the beginning of all evils." After listening to Thomas' long moral sermon, 
Mygdonia jumps from her chair and prostrates herself before the apostle. He urges her to rise 
and instructs her to take off her jewelry and other fine ornaments, and also to refrain from 
"polluted intercourse with your husband." 

Her husband Charisius later discovers Mygdonia in a depressed state, refusing both to dine or to 
sleep with him, pleading illness. The next day Charisius leaves home early to salute the king, 
while Mygdonia goes to attend Thomas. Trouble brews between the couple when Charisius 
learns of his wife's seeming infatuation with the stranger, whom she calls a physician, but he 
suspects is a sorcerer. That night she again refuses either to dine or sleep with her husband. 
"You have no more any room by me," she informs him, "for my Lord Jesus is greater than you, 
who is with me and resteth in me." The distraught Charisius cannot hide his anguish from King 
Misdaeus, who sends immediately for Captain Siphor to deal with the troublemaker. Siphor 
testifies to the king concerning Thomas' good works. Ultimately, Charisius himself confronts 
Thomas and brings him before the king. When Thomas refuses to answer the king's questions, 
he is sentenced to death. In prison, Thomas is not anxious at all. Instead, he sings the 
remarkable Hymn of the Soul (see below), a Gnostic psalm of remembrance of the value of the 
spirit and the worthlessness of all material things, including the body. 

Charisius, thinking his troubles are over, finds Mygdonia in deep grief over Thomas' fate. Even 
his own tears do not move her, as she only sits silently looking at the ground during his 
impassioned entreaties. She insists again that her love is only for Jesus. 

 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 88 

82 Now it chanced that a certain woman, the wife of Charisius, that was next to the king, whose name 
was Mygdonia, came to see and behold the new name and the new God who was being proclaimed, and 
the new Apostle who had come to visit their country: and she was carried by her own servants; and 
because of the great crowd and the narrow way they were not able to bring her near to him.  And she 
sent to her husband to send her more to minister to her; and they came and approached her, pressing 
upon the people and beating them.  And the Apostle saw it and said to them: 
”Wherefore overthrow ye them that come to hear the word, and are eager for it?  
and ye desire to be near me but are far off,  
as it was said of the multitude that came to the Lord:  
Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not;  
and he said to the multitudes:  
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear;  
and: Come to me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,  
and I will give you rest.” 

83 And looking upon them that carried her, he said to them:  
”This blessing and this admonition  
[Here and elsewhere there is a marked divergence between the texts of U and P, the Roman and Paris 
MSS.: Bonnet prints them separately.  P is on the whole much shorter.  Syr. differs from both.  I follow 
U, but it is very corrupt.]   
which was promised to them is for you that are heavily burdened now.   
Ye are they that carry burdens grievous to be borne,  
and are borne about by her command.   
And though ye are men,  
they lay on you loads as on brute beasts,  
for they that have authority over you think that ye are not men such as themselves,  
whether bond or free.   
For neither shall possessions profit the rich,  
nor poverty save the poor from judgment;  
nor have we received a commandment which we are not able to perform,  
nor hath he laid on us burdens grievous to be borne which we are not able to carry;  
nor building which men build;  
nor to hew stones and prepare houses,  
as your craftsmen do by their own knowledge.   
But this commandment have we received of the Lord,  
that that which please not us  
when it is done by another we should not do to any other man. 

84 Abstain therefore first from adultery,  
for this is the beginning of all evils,  
and next from theft,  
which enticed Judas Iscariot,  
and brought him to hanging;  
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(and from covetousness,)  
for as many as yield to covetousness see not that which they do;  
and from vainglory and from all foul deeds,  
especially them of the body,  
whereby cometh eternal condemnation.   
For this is the chief city of all evils;  
and likewise it bring them that hold their heads (necks) high to tyranny,  
and draw them down to the deep,  
and subdue them under its hands that they see not what they do;  
wherefore the things done of them are hidden from them.  

85 But do ye become well pleasing to God in all good things, 
 in meekness and quietness:  
for these doth God spare,  
and grant eternal life and set death at naught.   
And in gentleness which follow on all good things,  
and overcome all enemies and alone receive the crown of victory:  
with gentleness (Syr.),  
and stretching out of the hand to the poor,  
and supplying the want of the needy,  
and distributing to them that are in necessity,  
especially them that walk in holiness. 

For this is chosen before God  
and lead to eternal life:  
for this is before God the chief city of all good:  
for they that strive not in the course (stadium) of Christ shall not obtain holiness.   
And holiness did appear from God,  
doing away fornication,  
overthrowing the enemy,  
well-pleasing to God:  
for she is an invincible champion (athlete),  
having honor from God,  
glorified of many:  
she is an ambassador of peace, announcing peace:  
if any gain her he abide without care,  
pleasing the Lord, expecting the time of redemption:  
for she doeth nothing amiss,  
but give life and rest and joy to all that gain her.   
[P has nothing of this, and Syr. makes better sense, but is not very interesting.] 

86 But meekness hath overcome death and brought him under authority,  
meekness hath enslaved the enemy  
(U and P and Syr. now present the same text),  
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meekness is the good yoke:  
meekness fear not and oppose not the many:  
meekness is peace, joy, and exaltation of rest.  

Abide ye therefore in holiness and receive freedom from me,  
and be near to meekness for in these three heads is portrayed the Christ  
whom I proclaim to you.  

Holiness is the temple of Christ,  
and he that dwell in her get her for a habitation  
[SYR. is the of God rest temperance and],  
because for forty days and forty nights he fasted, tasting nothing:  
and he that keep her shall dwell in her as on a mountain.  

And meekness is his boast: 
 for he said to Peter our fellow Apostle:  
Turn back your sword and put it again into the sheath thereof:  
for if I had willed so to do,  
could I not have brought more than twelve legions of angels from my Father?” 

87 And when the Apostle had said these things in the hearing of all the multitude, they trod and pressed 
upon one another: and the wife of Charisius the king's kinsman leapt out of her chair and cast herself on 
the earth before the Apostle, and caught his feet and besought and said:  
”O disciple of the living God,  
you art come into a desert country,  
for we live in the desert;  
being like to brute beasts in our conversation,  
but now shall we be saved by your hands; 
 I beseech you, therefore, take thought of me, and pray for me,  
that the compassion of the God whom you preach may come upon me,  
and I may become his dwelling place and be joined in prayer and hope and faith in him,  
and I also may receive the seal and become an holy temple and he may dwell in me.” 

88 And the Apostle said:  
“I do pray and entreat for you all, 
 brethren, that believe on the Lord, and for you, 
 sisters, that hope in Christ, 
that in all of you the word of God may tabernacle and have his tabernacle therein: 
for we have no power over them  
(Syr. because ye are given power over your own souls)”.  

And he began to say to the woman Mygdonia:  
”Rise up from the earth and compose yourself  
(take off your ornaments, P; be mindful of yourself, Syr.). 
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 For this attire that is put on shall not profit you nor the beauty of your body,  
nor your apparel, neither yet the fame of your rank, nor the authority of this world, 
 nor the polluted intercourse with your husband shall avail you 
 if you be bereaved of the true fellowship:  
for the appearance (fantasy) of ornamenting cometh to naught,  
and the body wax old and change,  
and raiment wear out, and authority and lordship pass away  
(U corrupt; P abridges; Syr. has: pass away accompanied with punishment,  
according as each person hath conducted himself in it),  
and the fellowship of procreation also pass away,  
and is as it were condemnation.  

Jesus only abide ever, and they that hope in him.   
Thus he spoke, and said to the woman:  
Depart in peace,  
and the Lord shall make you worthy of his own mysteries.” 

  
But she said:  
”I fear to go away,  
lest you forsake me and depart to another nation. “ 
 
But the Apostle said to her:  
”Even if I go, I shall not leave you alone,  
but Jesus of his compassion will be with you.  
And she fell down and did him reverence and departed to her house.” 

89 Now Charisius, the kinsman of Misdaeus the king, bathed himself and returned and laid him down to 
dine.  And he inquired concerning his wife, where she was; for she had not come out of her own 
chamber to meet him, as she was wont.  And her handmaids said to him: 
”She is not well.”  
And he entered quickly into the chamber and found her Lying on the bed and veiled: and he unveiled 
her and kissed her, saying: 
”Wherefore art you sorrowful to-day?” 

 And she said: 
”I am not well.”  
 

And he said to her:  
“Wherefore then didst you not keep the guise of your freedom  
(Syr. pay proper respect to your position as a free woman)  
and remain in your house,  
but didst go and listen to vain speeches and look upon works of sorcery?  
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but rise up and dine with me,  
for I cannot dine without you.”  

But she said to him: “To-day I decline it, for I am greatly in fear.” 

90 And when Charisius heard this of Mygdonia, he would not go forth to dinner, but bade his servants 
bring her to dine with him (Syr. bring food to him that he might sup in her presence): when then they 
brought it in, he desired her to dine with him, but she excused herself; since then she would not, he 
dined alone, saying to her:  
“On your account I refused to dine with Misdaeus the king, and you, will you not be willing to dine with 
me?” 

 but she said: 
”It is because I am not well.”  

Charisius therefore rose up as he was wont and would sleep with her, but she said: 
”Did I not tell you that for today I refused it?”  

91 When he heard that he went to another bed and slept; and awaking out of sleep he said: 
”My lady Mygdonia,  
hearken to the dream, which I have seen. 
I saw myself lie at meat near to Misdaeus the king,  
and a dish of all sorts was set before us:  
and I saw an eagle come down from heaven and carry off from before me and the king  
two partridges, which he set against his heart;  
and again he came over us and flew about above us,  
and the king bade a bow to be brought to him;  
and the eagle again caught away from before us a pigeon and a dove,  
and the king shot an arrow at him,  
and it passed through him from one side to the other and hurt him not;  
and he being unscathed rose up into his own nest.  
And I awoke,  
and I am full of fear and sore vexed,  
because I had tasted of the partridge,  
and he suffered me not to put it to my mouth again.” 

And Mygdonia said to him: 
”Your dream is good: for you every day eat partridges,  
but this eagle had not tasted of a partridge until now.” 

92 And when it was morning Charisius went and dressed himself and shod his right foot with his left 
shoe; and he stopped, and said to Mygdonia:  
”What then is this matter?  for look, the dream, and this action of mine!”  
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But Mygdonia said to him: 
”And this also is not evil, but seem to me very good;  
for from an unlucky act there will be a change to the better.”  
And he washed his hands and went to salute Misdaeus the king. 

93 And likewise Mygdonia rose up early and went to salute Judas Thomas the Apostle, and she found 
him discoursing with the captain and all the multitude, and he was advising them and speaking of the 
woman which had received the Lord in her soul, whose wife she was; and the captain said: 
”She is the wife of Charisius the kinsman of Misdaeus the king.  
And: Her husband is a hard man,  
and in every thing that he said to the king he obey him:  
and he will not suffer her to continue in this mind which she hath promised;  
for often-times hath he praised her before the king,  
saying that there is none other like her in love:  
all things therefore that you speak to her are strange to her.”  
 

And the Apostle said: 
”If verily and surely the Lord hath risen upon her soul 
 and she hath received the seed that was cast on her,  
she will have no care of this temporal life,  
nor fear death,  
neither will Charisius be able to harm her at all:  
for greater is he whom she hath received into her soul,  
if she have received him indeed.” 

94 And Mygdonia hearing this said to the Apostle: 
”In truth, my lord, I have received the seed of your words, 
 and I will bear fruit like to such seed.”  
 

The Apostle said: 
”Our souls give praise and thanks to you, O Lord, for they are your:  
our bodies give thanks to you,  
which you have accounted worthy to become the dwelling-place of your heavenly gift.”  
 

And he said also to them that stood by:  
”Blessed are the holy, whose souls have never condemned them,  
for they have gained them and are not divided against themselves:  
 
blessed are the spirits of the pure,  
and they that have received the heavenly crown whole from the world (age)  
which hath been appointed them:  
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blessed are the bodies of the holy,  
for they have been made worthy to become temples of God,  
that Christ may dwell in them:  
 
blessed are ye, for ye have power to forgive sins:  
 
blessed are ye if ye lose not that which is committed to you,  
but rejoicing and departing bear it away with you:  
 
blessed are ye the holy, for to you it is given to ask and receive: 

 blessed are ye meek  
for you hath God counted worthy to become heirs of the heavenly kingdom?  

Blessed are ye meek, for ye are they that have overcome the enemy: 
 

 blessed are ye meek, for ye shall see the face of the Lord.  

Blessed are ye that hunger for the Lord's sake, for you is rest laid up,  
and your souls rejoice from henceforth. 

Blessed are ye that are quiet, (for ye have been counted worthy) to be set free from sin [and from the 
exchange of clean and unclean beasts].”  

And when the Apostle had said these things in the hearing of all the multitude, Mygdonia was the more 
confirmed in the faith, glory, and greatness of Christ. 

95 But Charisius the kinsman and friend of Misdaeus the king came to his breakfast and found not his 
wife in the house; and he inquired of all that were in his house: 
”Whither is your mistress gone?”  

And one of them answered and said:  
“She is gone to that stranger.”  
And when he heard this of his servant,  
he was wroth with the other servants because they had not straightway told him what was done: and he 
sat down and waited for her.  And when it was evening and she was come into the house he said to her:  
”Where were you?”  

And she answered and said:  
“With the physician.”  
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And he said: 
”Is that stranger a physician?”  

And she said: 
”Yea, he is a physician of souls: 
 for most physicians do heal bodies that are dissolved, 
 but he heals the souls that are not destroyed.”  

Charisius, hearing this, was very angry in his mind with Mygdonia because of the Apostle, but he 
answered her nothing, for he was afraid; for she was above him both in wealth and birth: but he departed 
to dinner, and she went into her chamber.  And he said to the servants: 
”Call her to dinner.”   
But she would not come. 

96 And when he heard that she would not come out of her chamber, he went in and said to her: 
”Wherefore wilt you not dine with me and perchance not sleep with me as the wont is?  
yea, concerning this I have the greater suspicion,  
for I have heard that that sorcerer and deceiver teach  
that a man should not live with his wife,  
and that which nature require and the godhead hath ordained to be overthrown.”  
 

When Charisius said these things, Mygdonia kept silence.  He said to her again: 
”My lady and consort Mygdonia, be not led astray by deceitful and vain words,  
nor by the works of sorcery  
which I have heard that this man perform 
in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;  
for it was never yet heard in the world that any raised the dead,  
and, as I hear, it is reported of this man that he raise dead men.  
And for that he neither eat nor drink,  
think not that for righteousness sake he neither eat nor drink  
but this he doth because he possess naught,  
for what should he do which hath not even his daily bread?   
And he hath one garment because he is poor,  
and as for his not receiving aught of any  
(he doth so, to be sure,  
because he know in himself that he doth not verily heal any man, Syr.).” 

97 And when Charisius so said, Mygdonia was silent as any stone, but she prayed, asking when it 
should be day, that she might go to the Apostle of Christ.  And he withdrew from her and went to dinner 
heavy in mind, for he thought to sleep with her according to the wont.  And when he was gone out, she 
bowed her knees and prayed, saying: 
”Lord God and Master, merciful Father, Savior Christ,  
do you give me strength to overcome the shamelessness of Charisius,  
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and grant me to keep the holiness wherein you delight,  
that I also may by it find eternal life.”  
And when she had so prayed she laid herself on her bed and veiled herself. 

98 But Charisius having dined came upon her, and she cried out, saying: 
”You have no more any room by me:  
for my Lord Jesus is greater than you,  
who is with me and rest in me.”  
 
And he laughed and said: 
”Well dost you mock, saying this of that sorcerer,  
and well dost you deride him, who said:  
Ye have no life with God unless ye purify yourselves.”  
And when he had so said he essayed to sleep with her, but she endured it not and cried out bitterly and 
said: 
”I call upon you, Lord Jesu, forsake me not!  
for with you have I made my refuge;  
for when I learned that you art he that seek out them 
 that are veiled in ignorance and save them that are held in error  
And now I entreat you whose report I have heard and believed,  
come you to my help and save me from the shamelessness of Charisius,  
that his foulness may not get the upper hand of me.” 

And she smote her hands together (tied his hands, Syr.) and fled from him naked, and as she went forth 
she pulled down the curtain of the bedchamber and wrapped it about her; and went to her nurse, and 
slept there with her. 

99 But Charisius was in heaviness all night, and smote his face with his hands, and he was minded to go 
that very hour and tell the king concerning the violence that was done him, but he considered with 
himself, saying: 
”If the great heaviness which is upon me compel me to go now to the king, 
 who will bring me in to him?  
for I know that my abuse hath overthrown me from my high looks  
and my vainglory and majesty,  
and hath cast me down into this vileness  
and separated my sister Mygonia from me.  
Yea, if the king himself stood before the doors at this hour,  
I could not have gone out and answered him.   
But I will wait until dawn,  
and I know that whatsoever I ask of the king, he grant it me: 
 and I will tell him of the madness of this stranger, 
 how that it tyrannously cast down the great and illustrious into the depth.   
For it is not this that grieve me,  
that I am deprived of her companying, but for her am I grieved, 
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 because her greatness of soul is humbled:  
being an honorable lady in whom none of her house ever found fault (condemned),  
she hath fled away naked, running out of her own bedchamber,  
and I know not whither she is gone;  
and it may be that she is gone mad by the means of that sorcerer,  
and in her madness hath gone forth into the market-place to seek him;  
for there is nothing that appeal to her lovable except him and 
 the things that are spoken by him.”  

100 And so saving he began to lament and say: 
”Woe to me, O my consort, and to you besides!  
for I am too quickly bereaved of you.   
Woe is me, my most dear one, for you excel all my race:  
neither son nor daughter have I had of you that I might find rest in them;  
neither have you yet dwelt with me a full year,  
and an evil eye hath caught you from me.  

Would that the violence of death had taken you,  
and I should yet have reckoned myself among kings and nobles:  
but that I should suffer this at the hands of a stranger,  
and belike he is a slave that hath run away,  
to mine ill fortune and the sorrow of mine unhappy soul!  

Let there be no impediment for me until I destroy him and avenge this night,  
and may I not be well-pleasing before Misdaeus the king  
if he avenge me not with the head of this stranger; 
 (and I will also tell him) of Siphor the captain who hath been the occasion of this.  

For by his means did the stranger appear here, and lodge at his house:  
and many there be that go in and come out whom he teach a new doctrine;  
saying that none can live if he quit not all his substance  
and become a renouncer like himself:  
and he strive to make many partakers with him.” 

101 And as Charisius thought on these things, the day dawned: and after the night (?) he put on a mean 
habit, and shod himself, and went downcast and in heaviness to salute the king.  And when the king saw 
him he said: 
”Wherefore art you sorrowful, and come in such garb?  
and I see that your countenance is changed.” 

  
And Charisius said to the king:  
”I have a new thing to tell you  
and a new desolation which Siphor hath brought into India,  
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even a certain Hebrew, a sorcerer,  
whom he hath sitting in his house and who depart not from him:  
and many are there that go in to him:  
whom also he teach of a new God,  
and lay on them new laws such as never yet were heard,  
saving:  
’It is impossible for you to enter into that eternal life which I proclaim to you,  
unless ye rid you of your wives,  
and likewise the wives of their husbands.  
And it chanced that mine unlucky wife also went to him and became a hearer of his words,  
and she believed them,  
and in the night, she forsook me and ran to the stranger.   
But send you for both Siphor and that sorcerer that is hid with (in) him,  
and visit it (?) on their head, lest all that are of our nation perish.” 

102 And when Misdaeus his friend heard this he said to him: 
”Be neither grieved nor heavy, for I will send for him and avenge you,  
and you shall have your wife again,  
and the others that cannot I will avenge.” 

  
And the king went forth and sat on the judgment seat, and when he was set, he commanded Siphor the 
captain to be called.  They went therefore to his house and found him sitting on the right hand of the 
Apostle and Mygdonia at his feet, hearkening to him with all the multitude.  And they that were sent 
from the king said to Siphor: 
” Sit you here listening to vain words,  
and Misdaeus the king in his wrath think to destroy you  
because of this sorcerer and deceiver whom you have brought into your house?  
And Siphor hearing it was cast down,  
not because of the king's threat against him,  
but for the Apostle, because the king was disposed contrary to him.”  
 

And he said to the Apostle:  
“I am grieved concerning you:  
for I told you at the first  
that that woman is the wife of Charisius the king's friend and kinsman,  
and he will not suffer her to perform that she hath promised,  
and all that he ask of the king he grant him.”  

But the Apostle said to Siphor: 
”Fear nothing, but believe in Jesus that plead for us all,  
for to his refuge are we gathered together.”  
And Siphor, hearing that, put his garment about him and went to Misdaeus the king, 
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103 And the Apostle inquired of Mygdonia: 
”What was the cause that your husband was wroth with you and devised this against us?” 

 And she said:  
”Because I gave not myself up to his corruption (destruction):  
for he desired last night to subdue me  
and subject me to that passion which he serve:  
and he to whom I have committed my soul delivered me out of his hands;  
and I fled away from him naked, and slept with my nurse:  
but that which befell him I know not,  
wherefore he hath contrived this.”  

The Apostle said:  
“These things will not hurt us;  
but believe you on Jesus,  
and he shall overthrow the wrath of Charisius and his madness and his impulse;  
and he shall be a companion to you in the fearful way,  
and he shall guide you into his kingdom,  
and shall bring you to eternal life giving you that confidence  
which pass not away nor change.” 

104 Now Siphor stood before the king, and he inquired of him: 
”Who is that sorcerer and whence,  
and what teach he whom you have lurking in your house?”  

And Siphor answered the king: 
”You art not ignorant, O king,  
what trouble and grief I, with my friends had concerning my wife,  
whom you know and many others remember,  
and concerning my daughter,  
whom I value more than all my possessions,  
what a time and trial I suffered;  
for I became a laughing-stock and a curse in all our country.  
And I heard the report of this man and went to him and entreated him,  
and took him and brought him hither.   
And as I came by the way I saw wonderful and amazing things:  
and here also many did hear the wild ass and  
concerning that devil whom he drove out,  
and healed my wife and daughter, and now are they whole;  
and he asked no reward but require faith and holiness,  
that men should become partakers with him in that which he doeth:  
and this he teach to worship and fear one God,  
the ruler of all things, and Jesus Christ his Son,  
that they may have eternal life.   
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And that which he eat is bread and salt,  
and his drink is water from evening to evening,  
and he make many prayers;  
and whatsoever he ask of his God, he give him.   
And he teach that this God is holy and mighty,  
and that Christ is living and make alive,  
wherefore also he charge them that are there present to come to him in holiness 
 and purity and love and faith.” 

105 And when Misdaeus the king heard these things of Siphor, he sent many soldiers to the house of 
Siphor the captain, to bring Thomas the Apostle and all that were found there.  And they that were sent 
entered in and found him teaching much people; and Mygdonia sat at his feet.  And when they beheld 
the great multitude that were about him, they feared, and departed to their king and said: 
”We durst not say aught to him, for there was a great multitude about him,” 

  
and Mygdonia sitting at his feet was listening to the things that were spoken by him.  And when 
Misdaeus the king and Charisius heard these things, Charisius leaped out from before the king and drew 
much people with him and said: 
”I will bring him, O king, and Mygdonia whose understanding he hath taken away.”  
 

And he came to the house of Siphor the captain, greatly disturbed, and found him (Thomas) teaching: 
but Mygdonia he found not, for she had withdrawn herself to her house, having learnt that it had been 
told her husband that she was there. 

106 And Charisius said to the Apostle: 
”Up, you wicked one and destroyer and enemy of mine house:  
for me your sorcery harm not, for I will visit your sorcery on your head.  
And when he so said, the Apostle looked upon him and said to him:  
Your threatening shall return upon you, for me you wilt not harm at all:  
for greater than you and your king and all your army is the Lord Jesus Christ 
in whom I have my trust.  “ 

 
And Chalisius took a kerchief (turban, Syr.) of one of his slaves and cast it about the neck of the 
Apostle, saying: 
”Hale him and bring him away; l 
et me see if his God is able to deliver him out of my hands”.   
And they haled him and led him away to Misdaeus the king.  And the Apostle stood before the king, and 
the king said to him:  
”Tell me who you art and by what power you doest these things.” 
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But the Apostle kept silence.  And the king commanded his officers (subjects) that he should be 
scourged with an hundred and twenty-eight (hundred and fifty, Syr.) blows, and bound, and be cast into 
the prison; and they bound him and led him away.  And the king and Charisius considered how they 
should put him to death, for the multitude worshipped him as God.  And they had it in mind to say: “The 
stranger hath reviled the king and is a deceiver.” 

107 But the Apostle went to the prison rejoicing and exulting, and said: 
”I praise you, Jesu, for that you have not only made me worthy of faith in you,  
but also to endure much for your sake.  
I give you thanks therefore, Lord,  
that you have taken thought for me and given me patience:  
I thank you Lord, that for your sake I am called a sorcerer and a wizard.   
Receive you me therefore with the blessing  
(Syr. let me receive of the blessing) of the poor, 
 and of the rest of the weary,  
and of the blessings of them whom men hate and persecute and revile,  
and speak evil words of them.   
For lo, for your sake I am hated:  
lo for your sake I am cut off from the many, and for your sake they call me such a one as I am not.” 

108 And as he prayed, all the prisoners looked on him, and besought him to pray for them: and when he 
had prayed and was set down, he began to utter a psalm in this wise: 
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[Here follows the Hymn of the Soul: a most remarkable composition, originally Syriac, and certainly 
older than the Acts, with which it has no real connection.  We have it in Greek in one manuscript, the 
Vallicellian, and in a paraphrase by Nicetas of Thessalonica, found and edited by Bonnet.] 

Hymn of the Soul,  
Hymn of the Pearl  

Hymn of the Robe of Glory.  

 

Thomas sings the hymn while praying in prison. Some scholars believe the hymn was written apart from 
the Acts and later inserted into the text, as it only appears in one Syriac manuscript and one Greek 
manuscript of the Acts. Its author is unknown, with the Syrian Gnostic teacher Bardaisan being the most 
frequently suggested candidate.  It has no direct relevance to the story of Thomas. 

The hymn tells the story of a boy, "the son of the King of Kings," who is sent to Egypt to retrieve a 
pearl from a serpent. During the quest, he is seduced by Egyptians and forgets his origin and his family. 
However, a letter is sent from the King of Kings to remind him of his past. When the boy receives the 
letter, he remembers his mission, retrieves the pearl, and returns. 

The Hymn of the Pearl is embedded in the Acts of Thomas at different places according to differing 
manuscript traditions.  The Hymn itself is older than the Acts  

The hymn is commonly interpreted as the expression of the Gnostic view of the human condition, in 
which the human spirit trapped in a world of matter, forgetful of its true origin. The revelatory message 
delivered by the heavenly ambassador, in this case, Jesus Christ, reminds the soul of its true identity and 
enables it to fulfill its destiny. 

However the Thomas Churches interprets it in terms of the theology of “Theosis” as opposed to the 
dualistic theology of the Western Churches.  Man sold himself into slavery under Egypt even though he 
was the Son of the King of Kings.  They consider it as the story of the prodigal son – the Adamic race. 
”And I knew no more that I was a king's son,  
and I became a servant to their king.” 
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Rise up and awake out of sleep,  
and hearken to the words of the letter and remember that you art a son of kings;  
lo, you have come under the yoke of bondage. 
Remember the pearl for which you were sent into Egypt”  

The Word broke the charm. 

:”and I began (or came) with charms against the terrible serpent,  
and I overcame him (or put him to sleep)  
by naming the name of my Father upon him,  
And I caught away the pearl  
and turned back to bear it to my fathers.” 

Theosis ("deification," "divinization") is the process of a worshiper becoming free of hamartía 
("missing the mark"), being reborn with the Mother Holy Spiriit, being united with God, beginning in 
this life and later consummated in bodily resurrection. For Orthodox Christians, Théōsis is salvation. 
Théōsis assumes that humans from the beginning are made to share in the Life or Nature of the all-Holy 
Trinity. Therefore, an infant or an adult worshiper is saved from the state of unholiness (hamartía — 
which is not to be confused with hamártēma “sin”) for participation in the Life (zōé, not simply bíos) of 
the Trinity — which is everlasting.  

The statement by St. Athanasius of Alexandria,"The Son of God became man, that we might become 
god", [the second g is always lowercase since man can never become a God] indicates the concept 
beautifully. II Peter 1:4 says that we have become " . . . partakers of divine nature." Athanasius 
amplifies the meaning of this verse when he says theosis is "becoming by grace what God is by nature" 
(De Incarnatione, I). 

This is not to be confused with the heretical (apothéōsis) - "Deification in God’s Essence", which is 
imparticipable.  

Theosis asserts the complete restoration of all people and of the entire creation, which were subject to 
slavery of sin. All of humanity is fully restored to the full potential of humanity because the Son of God 
took to Himself a human nature to be born of a woman, and takes to Himself also the sufferings due to 
sin. In Christ, the two natures of God and human are not two persons but one; thus, a union is effected in 
Christ, between all of humanity and God. So, the holy God and sinful humanity are reconciled in 
principle, in the one sinless man, Jesus Christ. 

(2Pe 1:4)  whereby he hath granted to us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through these 
ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in that world 
by lust. 

(Eph 4:13) till we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a full-
grown man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 
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“…this is the reason why the Word became flesh and the Son of God became the Son of Man:  so that 
man, by entering into communion with the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, might become a son 
of God. 
The Son of God became what we are in order to make us what he is in himself.”  - Saint Irenaeus of 
Lyons 130-202 A.D. 

Thus taken as such it could be interpreted in Gnostic as well as Orthodox terms. 

In the description of the trade route from Parthia to Egypt and of the adventures of the hero in 
Egypt, in search for the pearl we can see the life story of Bardesane as a Gnostic.  Filled with 
longing to penetrate the mysteries of the Gnosis, he joins a caravan to Egypt, and arrives at 
Alexandria.  There he meets with a fellow-countryman on the same quest as himself, who gives 
him some useful hints about the many corrupt and charlatanesque schools of  gnosis  and got 
involved in the magic and witchcraft only to realize who he really was and the real pear was 
Jesus himself. 

The Poem is probably a free elaboration of the Parable of the Pearl, which the Evangelist 
Mathew records in chapter 13 (Matt. xiii. 45, 46): 

"Again the Kingdom [or Kingship] of the Heavens is like unto a merchantman seeking fine 
pearls; and when he found a pearl of great price, he went and sold all he had and bought it." 

It also parallels the Parable of the Prodigal son, found in Evangelist Luke (Lk. xv. 11-32). 

It is almost certain that this theology had far-reaching influence in the South India where Thomas 
Churches were active.  By the eighth century Adi Sankara a young philosopher used this concept which 
came to be the central theology of later Hinduism known as Maya Vada, which spread all over, the 
modern world as “Vedanta Philosophy” According to Gaura Gopala Dasa (http://gosai.com/writings 
/the-self-defeating-philosophy-of-mayavada) “The word 'Mayavada' does not appear in any of the 
authorized Vedic literatures.  This makes it clear that Mayavada did not appear before or even during 
the Vedic age. It is a man-made concoction, that manifested in a post Vedic era….. 
The Mayavada philosophy had its beginning before the time of Sankaracarya, but it only became 
famous and renowned due to his preaching.”  
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The Mayavadis believe that the Supreme Truth is Brahman (King of Kings) or spiritual energy, which is 
unlimited, without form, qualities, or activity.  According to Mayavada philosophy, all living entities are 
one with Brahman, (Prince in our story) but at present, are covered by illusion, and therefore 
temporarily separated from Brahman.  When the illusion is gone, the living entity becomes again one 
with the Brahman and loses its identity.  The main idea is that everything is God, meaning that you too 
are God but somehow or other you forgot that you were God. 

This theology therefore could be traced to the Hymn of Pearl theology of the Acts of Thomas. It takes 
significance when we realize that the major mission of Thomas was in the South India. Incidentaly the 
placement of the hymn just before his death in South India is very relevant even though it appears a 
forced external imposition without relevance to the narration.  Read this poem carefully and see the 
origins of Maya Vada. 

When I was an infant child in the palace of my Father 
and resting in the wealth and luxury of my nurturers,  
out of the East, our native country,  
my parents provisioned me and sent me. 

And of the wealth of those their treasures  
they put together a load both great and light,  
that I might carry it alone. 

Gold is the load, of them that are above  
(or of the land of the Ellaeans or Gilaeans),  
and silver of the great treasures  
(or of Gazzak the great) and stones,  
chalcedonies from the Indians and pearls from [THE of land] the Kosani (Kushan). 

And they armed me with adamant [WHICH iron break]  
and they took off from me (Gr. put on me) the garment set with gems,  
spangled with gold,  
which they had made for me because they loved me  
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and the robe that was yellow in hue,  
made for my stature. 

And they made a covenant with me,  
and inscribed it on mine understanding,  
that I should [NOT] forget it, and said:  
“If you go down into Egypt,  
and bring back thence the one pearl which is there  
[IN the of sea midst] girt about by the devouring serpent  
you shall put on [AGAIN] the garment set with gems,  
and that robe whereupon it rest (or which is thereon)  
and become with your brother that is next to us  
(Gr. of the well-remembered) an heir (Gr. herald) in our kingdom. 

109. And I came out of the East by a road difficult and fearful,  
with two guides and I was untried in traveling by it. 

And I passed by the borders of the Mosani (Maishan)  
where is the resort of the merchants of the East,  
and reached the land of the Babylonians  
[AND the of Sarbug walls to came]. 

But when I entered into Egypt,  
the guides left me, which had journeyed with me. 

And I set forth by the quickest way to the serpent,  
and by his hole, I abode watching for him to slumber and sleep,  
that I might take my pearl from him. 
And forasmuch as I was alone, I made mine aspect strange,  
and appeared as an alien to my people. 

 

And there I saw my kinsman from the East,  
the freeborn a lad of grace and beauty,  
a son of princes, (or an anointed one). 
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He came to me and dwelt with me,  
and I had him for a companion,  
and made him my friend and partaker in my journey (or merchandise). 

And I charged him to beware of the Egyptians,  
and of partaking of those unclean things  
(or consorting with those unclean men). 

And I put on their raiment,  
lest I should seem strange,  
as one that had come from without to recover the pearl;  
and lest the Egyptians should awake the serpent against me. 

But, I know not by what occasion,  
they learned that I was not of their country. 
And with guile, they mingled for me a deceit,  
and I tasted of their food. 
And I knew no more that I was a king's son,  
and I became a servant to their king. 
And I forgot also the pearl for which my fathers had sent me,  
and by means of the heaviness of their food, I fell into a deep sleep. 

110. But when this befell me, my fathers also were ware of it,  
and grieved for me and a proclamation was published in our kingdom,  
that all should meet at our doors. 

And then the kings of Parthia and they that bare office  
and the great ones of the East made a resolve concerning me,  
that I should not be left in Egypt,  
and the princes wrote to me signifying thus  
(and every noble signed his name to it, Syr.): 

From the (your) Father the King of kings, and your mother that rule the East,  
and your brother that is second to us; to our son that is in Egypt, peace. 

Rise up and awake out of sleep,  
and hearken to the words of the letter and remember that you art a son of kings;  
lo, you have come under the yoke of bondage. 

Remember the pearl for the which you were sent into Egypt  
(Gr. puts this after 46).  
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Remember your garment spangled with gold,  
[and yourself deck should you wherewith wear which mantle glorious]  
Your name is named in the book of life,  
and with your brother whom you have received  
[YOU be shall] in our kingdom. 

111. [AND letter a was my] and the King [as ambassador] sealed it  
[WITH hand right his]  
because of the evil ones,  
even the children of the Babylonians  
and the tyrannous demons of Labyrinthus  
(Sarbug, Syr.). 

It flew and lighted down by me,  
and became all speech. 

And I at the voice of it  
and the feeling of it started up out of sleep and  
I took it up and kissed it  
[AND the seal brake] and read it. 

And it was written concerning that which was recorded in mine heart. 

And I remembered forthwith  
that I was a son of kings,  
and my freedom yearned (sought) after its kind. 

I remembered also the pearl  
for the which I was sent down into Egypt  
and I began (or came) with charms against the terrible serpent,  
and I overcame him (or put him to sleep)  

 
by naming the name of my Father upon him,  
And I caught away the pearl  
and turned back to bear it to my fathers. 

And I stripped off the filthy garment  
and left it in their land,  
and directed my way forthwith to the light of my fatherland in the East. 
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And on the way, I found my letter that had awakened me, 
 and it, like as it had taken a voice and raised me when I slept,  
so also guided me with the light that came from it.  

For at times the royal garment of silk [SHONE] before mine eyes,  
and with love leading me and drawing me onward,  
I passed by Labyrinthus (Sarbug),  
and I left Babylon upon my left hand  
and I came to Meson (Mesene; Maishan) the great,   
that lie on the shore of the sea,  
from the heights of Warkan (Hyrcania?) 
 had my parents sent thither by the hand of their treasurers,  
to whom they committed it because of their faithfulness. 

112. But I remembered not the brightness of it;  
for I was yet a child and very young when I had left it in the palace of my Father,  
but suddenly, [when] I saw the garment made like to me as it had been in a mirror. 

And I beheld upon it all myself  
(or saw it wholly in myself)  
and I knew and saw myself through it,  
that we were divided asunder, being of one;  
and again were one in one shape. 

Yea, the treasurers also which brought me the garment I beheld,  
that they were two, yet one shape was upon both,  
one royal sign was set upon both of them. 

The money and the wealth had they in their hands,  
and paid me the due price,  
and the lovely garment,  
which was variegated with bright colors with gold and precious stones  
and pearls of comely hue they were fastened above (or in the height).  

And the likeness of the King of kings was all in all of it.   
Sapphire stones were fitly set in it above  
(or, like the sapphire stone also were its manifold hues). 

113. And again, I saw that throughout it, motions of knowledge were being sent forth,  
and it was ready to utter speech. 

And I heard it speak: 
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“I am of him that is more valiant than all men,  
for whose sake I was reared up with the Father himself.” 

And I also perceived his stature  
(so Gr. - Syr.  I perceived in myself that my stature grew in accordance with his working). 

And all its royal motions rested upon me as it grew toward the impulse of it  
(And with its kingly motions, it was spreading itself toward me).  

And it happened;  
reaching out from the hand of [HIM it brought that] to him that would receive it  
and me also, did yearning arouse to start forth and meet it and receive it. 

And I stretched forth and received it,  
and adorned myself with the beauty of the colors thereof  
(mostly Syr.; Gr. corrupt)  
and in my royal robe excelling in beauty I arrayed myself wholly. 

And when I had put it on,  
I was lifted up to the place of peace and homage  
and I bowed my head and worshipped the brightness of the Father 
, which had sent it to me.   
for I had performed his commandments,  
and he likewise that which he had promised,  
and at the doors of his palace which was from the beginning I mingled among,   
and he rejoiced over me and received me with him into his palace,  
and all his servants do praise him with sweet voices. 

And he promised me that with him I shall be sent to the gates of the king,  
that with my gifts and my pearl we may appear together before the king. 

[Immediately on this, in the Syriac, follows a Song of Praise of Thomas the Apostle consisting of forty-
two ascriptions of praise and four final clauses (Wright, pp. 245-51).  It has no bearing on the Acts, and 
is not in itself so remarkable as to need to be inserted here.] 

114 And Charisius went home glad, thinking that his wife would be with him, and that she had become 
such as she was before, even before she heard the divine word and believed on Jesus.  And he went, and 
found her with her hair disheveled and her clothes rent, and when he saw it he said to her:  
”My lady Mygdonia, why doth this cruel disease keep hold on you?  
and wherefore have you done this?   
I am your husband from your virginity,  
and both the gods and the law grant me to have rule over you,  
what is this great madness of your,  
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that you art become a derision in all our nation?   
but put you away the care that cometh of that sorcerer; and I will remove his face from among us,  
that you may see him no more.” 

115 But Mygdonia when she heard that gave herself up to grief, groaning and lamenting and Charisius 
said again; 
”Have I then so much wronged the gods that they have afflicted me with such a disease.   
what is my great offence that they have cast me into such humiliation?   
I beseech you.  Mvgdonia strangle my soul no more with the pitiful sight of you  
and your mean appearance and afflict not mine heart with care for you  
I am Charisius your husband,  
whom all the nation honor and fear.   
What must I do?   
I know not whither to turn.   
What am I to think?   
shall I keep silence and endure?   
yet who can be patient when men take his treasure?   
and who can endure to lose your sweet ways?   
and what is there for me?   
(Syr. your beauties which are ever before me)  
the fragrance of you is in my nostrils,  
and your bright face is fixed in mine eyes.   
They are taking away my soul,  
and the fair body which I rejoiced to see they are destroying,  
and that sharpest of eyes they are blinding and cutting off my right hand:  
my joy is turning to grief and my life to death,  
and the light of it is being dyed (?) with darkness.  

Let no man of you my kindred henceforth look on me;  
from you no help hath come to me,  
nor will I hereafter worship the gods of the east that have enwrapped me in such calamities, 
 nor pray to them any more nor sacrifice to them,  
for I am bereaved of my spouse.   
And what else should I ask of them?   
for all my glory is taken away,  
yet am I a prince and next to the king in power;  
but Mygdonia hath set me at naught,  
and taken away all these things.   
(Would that some one would blind one of my eyes,  
and that your eyes would look upon me as they were wont,  
Syr. which has more clauses, to the same effect.)” 

116 And while Charisius spoke thus with tears, Mygdonia sat silent and looking upon the ground; and 
again he came to her and said:  
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”My lady Mygdonia, most desired of me, 
remember that out of all the women that are in India  
I chose and took you as the most beautiful,  
though I might have joined to myself in marriage many more beautiful:  
but yet I lie, Mygdonia,  
for by the gods it would not have been possible to find another like you in the land of India;  
but woe is me always, 
 for you wilt not even answer me a word:  
but if you wilt, revile me,  
so that I may only be vouchsafed a word from you.  
Look at me,  
for I am more comely than that sorcerer:  
but you art my wealth and honor:  
and all men know that there is none like me:  
and you art my race and kindred;  
and lo, he took you away from me.” 

117 And when Charisius had so said, Mygdonia said to him:   
“He whom I love is better than you and your substance:  
for your substance is of earth and return to the earth; 
 but he whom I love is of heaven and will take me with him to heaven.  
Your wealth shall pass away, and your beauty shall vanish,  
and your robes, and your many works:  
and you shall be alone, naked, with your transgressions.   
Call not to my remembrance your deeds (to me),  
for I pray the Lord that I may forget you,  
so as to remember no more those former pleasures and the custom of the body;  
which shall pass away as a shadow, 
 but Jesus only endure for ever, and the souls which hope in him.   
Jesus himself shall quit me of the shameful deeds which I did with you.”  
And when Charities heard this, he turned him to sleep, vexed (dissolved) in soul, saying to her: 
“Consider it by yourself all this night:  
and if you wilt be with me such as you was before,  
and not see that sorcerer,  
I will do all according to your mind,  
and if you wilt remove your affection from him  
I will take him out of the prison and let him go and remove into another country,  
and I will not vex you,  
for I know that you make much of the stranger.  
And not with you first did this matter come about,  
for many other women also hath he deceived with you;  
and they have awaked sober and returned to themselves:  
do not you then make naught of my words and cause me to be a reproach among the Indians” 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 113 

118 And Charisius having thus spoken went to sleep: but she took ten denarii (20 zuze, Syr.), and went 
secretly to give them to the gaolers that she might enter in to the Apostle.  But on the way, Judas 
Thomas came and met her, and she saw him and was afraid, for she thought that he was one of the 
rulers: for a great light went before him.  And she said to herself as she fled:  
“I have lost you, O my unhappy soul! 
 for you wilt not again see Judas the Apostle of [JESUS] the living [GOD],  
and not yet have you received the holy seal.   
And she fled and ran into a narrow place and there hid herself, saying:  
I would rather choose to be killed (taken) by the poorer, 
 whom it is possible to persuade,  
than to fall into the hand of this mighty ruler, who will despise gifts.” 
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The Tenth Act: Wherein Mygdonia received baptism. 

The baptism of Mygdonia 

  
 

Orthodox icon of Saint Thomas 

Taking ten denarii to bribe Thomas' jailers, Mygdonia is miraculously met by an apparition of 
Thomas on her way. She is at first frightened, but after Thomas comforts and teaches her, she 
requests to be "sealed." Taking Thomas to her home, she receives the necessary elements for the 
ceremony from her nurse, Narcia. Thomas sanctifies her with holy oil, and she then comes to 
him clad only in a linen cloth to be baptized in a fountain of water. After dressing, she shares 
the Eucharist with him, and a voice from heaven declares "Yea, Amen!" Narcia, hearing the 
voice is also converted and receives baptism. Thomas then returns to prison. 

The next morning at dawn, Charisius finds Mygdonia and her nurse praying: "O new god that 
by the stranger have come hither to us… turn away from us the madness of Charisius." He is 
outraged, imploring her to remember their love as bride and groom. She replies: 

That bridal chamber is taken down again, but this remaineth always; that bed was strown with 
coverlets, but this with love and faith. You art a bridegroom that passest away and art dissolved, 
but Jesus is a true bridegroom, enduring for ever immortal. That dowry was of money and robes 
that grow old, but this is of living words which never pass away. 

Charisius goes to the king and demands Thomas' death. King Misdaeus sends for Thomas and 
offers to let him go free if he will persuade Mygdonia to return to her husband. Back at 
Charisius' house, Thomas tells Mygdonia to obey Charisius, but she reminds the apostle of his 
own teaching, declaring that he has said this only "because you art in fear." Thomas then leaves 
the house to stay with Captain Siphor, where Thomas baptizes the household and holds 
communion with them. 
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119 And while Mygdonia thought thus with herself, Judas came and stood over her, and she saw him 
and was afraid, and fell down and became lifeless with terror.  But he stood by her and took her by the 
hand and said to her: 
”Fear not, Mygdonia:  
Jesus will not leave you;  
neither will the Lord to whom you have committed your soul overlook you.  
His compassionate rest will not forsake you:  
he that is kind will not forsake you, 
 for his kindness' sake, nor he that is good for his goodness' sake.   
Rise up then from the earth,  
you that art become wholly above it: look on the light,  
for the Lord leave not them that love him to walk in darkness:  
behold him that travel with his servants,  
that he is to them a defender in perils.”  

And Mygdonia arose and looked on him and said:  
“Whither went you, my lord?  
and who is he that brought you out of prison to behold the sun?” 

 
 Judas Thomas said to her:  
“My Lord Jesus is mightier than all powers and all kings and rulers.” 

120 And Mygdonia said: 
”Give me the seal of Jesus Christ  
and I shall (Let me) receive the gift at your hands before you depart out of life.” 

  
And she took him with her and entered into the court and awaked her nurse, saying to her: “Narcia (Gr. 
Marcia), my mother and nurse,  
all your service and refreshment you have done for me from my childhood  
until my present age are vain,  
and for them I owe you thanks which are temporal;  
do for me now also a favor,  
that you may for ever receive a recompense from him that give great gifts.”  
 
And Narcia in answer said:  
”What wilt you, my daughter Mygdonia, and what is to be done for your pleasure?  
for the honors, which you didst promise me before,  
the stranger hath not suffered you to accomplish,  
and you have made me a reproach among all the nation.   
And now what is this new thing that you command me?” 
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And Mygdonia said: 
”Become you partaker with me in eternal life,  
that I may receive of you perfect nurture:  
take bread and bring it me, and wine mingled with water,  
and spare my freedom (take pity on me a free-born woman, Syr.).”  

And the nurse said: 
”I will bring you many loaves,  
and for water flagons of wine, and fulfill your desire.” 

 But she said to the nurse: 
”Flagons I desire not, nor the many loaves:  
but this only, bring wine mingled with water and one loaf, and oil  
[EVEN be a it Syr. lamp, in if].” 

121 And when Narcia had brought these things, Mygdonia stood before the Apostle with her head bare; 
and he took the oil and poured it on her head, saying:  
”You holy oil given to us for sanctification,  
secret mystery whereby the cross was shown to us,  
you are the straightener of the crooked limbs,  
you are the humbler (softener) of hard things (works),  
you are it that show the hidden treasures,  
you are the sprout of goodness;  
let your power come,  
let it be established upon your servant Mygdonia,  
and heal you her by this freedom.” 

And when the oil was poured upon her, he bade her nurse unclothe her and gird a linen cloth about her; 
and there was there a fountain of water upon which the Apostle went up, and baptized Mygdonia in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.  And when she was baptized and clad, he brake 
bread and took a cup of water and made her a partaker in the body of Christ and the cup of the Son of 
God, and said: 
”You have received your seal,  
get for yourself eternal life.  And immediately there was heard from above a voice saying:  
Yea, amen.  And when Narcia heard that voice,  
she was amazed, and besought the Apostle that she also might receive the seal;  
and the Apostle gave it her and said:  
Let the care of the Lord be about you as about the rest.” 

122 And having done these things the Apostle returned to the prison, and found the doors open and the 
guards still sleeping.  And Thomas said: 
"Who is like you, O God?  
Who withhold not your loving affection and care from any who is like you,  
the merciful, who have delivered your creatures out of evil.   



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 117 

Life that hath subdued death, rest that hath ended toil.   
Glory be to the only begotten of the Father.   
Glory to the compassionate that was sent forth of his heart.   
And when he had said thus, the guards waked and beheld all the doors open, and the prisoners <+ 
asleep, Syr.>, and said in themselves: 
”Did not we fasten the doors?  
And how are they now open, and the prisoners within?”  

123 But at the dawn Charisius went to Mygdonia [AND Syr. nurse, her], and found them praying and 
saying:  
”O new God that by the stranger have come hither to us,  
hidden God of the dwellers in India (Syr. who art hidden from);  
God that have shown your glory by your Apostle Thomas,  
God whose report we have heard and believed on you;  
God, to whom we are come to be saved;  
God, who for love of man and for pity didst come down to our littleness;  
God who didst seek us out when we knew him (you) not;  
God that dwell in the heights and from whom the depths are not hid:  
turn you away from us the madness of Charisius.”  

And Charisius hearing that said to Mygdonia:  
"Rightly call you me evil and mad and foul  
I for if I had not borne with your disobedience,  
and given you liberty, 
 you would not have called on God against me  
and made mention of my name before God.  
But believe me,  
Mygdonia that in that sorcerer there is no profit,  
and what he promise to perform he cannot:  
but I will perform before your sight all that I promise,  
that you may believe,  
and bear with my words and be to me as you was beforetime.” 

124 And he came near and besought her again, saying: 
”If you will be persuaded of me, I shall henceforth have no grief;  
remember that day when you didst meet me first; tell the truth:  
was I more beautiful to you at that time or Jesus at this? “ 

And Mygdonia said:  
”That time required its own, and this time also;  
that was the time of the beginning,  
but this of the end; that was the time of temporal life,  
this of eternal;  
that of pleasure that pass away,  
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but this of pleasure that abide for ever;  
that, of day and night, this of day without night.  
You saw that marriage that was passing, and here,  
and single but this marriage continue forever;  
that was a partnership of corruption, but this of eternal life;  
those groomsmen (and maids) were men and women of time, 
 but these abide to the end.   
That marriage upon earth set up dropping dew of the love of men  
(Syr. That union was founded upon the earth where there is an unceasing press:  
this is founded upon the bridge of fire upon which is sprinkled grace: 
 both corrupt);  
that bride-chamber is taken down again,  
but this remains always;  
that bed was strewn with coverlets (that grow old),  
but this with love and faith.   
You art a bridegroom that passes away and art dissolved (changed),  
but Jesus is a true bridegroom,  
enduring for ever immortal,  
that dowry was of money and robes that grow old,  
but this is of living words which never pass away.” 

125 And when Charisius heard these things, he went to the king and told him all: and the king 
commanded Judas to be brought, that he might judge him and destroy him.  But Charisius said: “Have 
patience a little,  
O king, and first persuade the man making him afraid,  
that he may persuade Mygdonia to be to me as formerly.  
And Misdaeus sent and fetched the Apostle of Christ,  
and all the prisoners were grieved because the Apostle departed from them,  
for they yearned after him, saying:  
Even the comfort which we had have they taken away from us.” 

126 And Misdaeus said to Judas: 
”Wherefore teach you this new doctrine,  
which both gods and men hate,  
and which hath naught of profit?”  

And Judas said: 
”What evil do I teach?” 

  
And Misdaeus said: 
”You teach, saying that men [CANNOT  live well except they are] with the God  
whom you preach.”  
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Judas said: 
”You say true, O king: thus do I teach.  
For tell me, art you not wroth with your soldiers if they wait on you in filthy garments? 
 If then you, being a king of earth and returning to earth,  
request your subjects to be reverend in their doings,  
are ye wroth, and said ye that I teach ill when I say that  
they who serve my king must be reverend, pure and free from all grief  
and care of children and unprofitable riches and vain trouble?   
For indeed you would have your subjects follow your conversation and your manners,  
and you punish them if they despise your commandments:  
how much more must they that believe on him serve my God with much reverence  
and cleanness and security,  
and be quit of all pleasures of the body,  
adultery and prodigality and theft and drunkenness and belly-service and foul deeds?” 

127 And Misdaeus hearing these things said:  
”Lo, I let you go:  
go then and persuade Mygdonia, 
 the wife of Charisius, not to desire to depart from him.”   
 
Judas said to him:  
”Delay not if you have aught to do:  
for her, if she hath rightly received what she hath learned,  
neither iron nor fire nor aught else stronger than these will avail to hurt or to root out him  
that is held in her soul.”  

Misdaeus said to Judas: 
”Some poisons do dissolve other poisons,  
and the cure the bites of the viper;  
and you if you can give a solvent of those diseases,  
and make peace and concord between this couple: 
 for by so doing you will spare yourself,  
for not yet are you sated with life;  
and know you that if you do not persuade her,  
I will catch you away out of this life which is desirable to all men.”  
 
And Judas said: 
”This life hath been given as a loan, and this time is one that changes, 
 but that life whereof I teach is incorruptible;  
and beauty and youth that are seen shall in a little cease to be.”  
 

The king said to him:  
“I have counsel you for the best, but you know your own affairs.” 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 120 

128 And as the Apostle went forth from before the king, Charisius came to him and entreated him and 
said: 
”I beseech you, O man:  
I have not sinned against you or any other at any time, nor against the gods;  
wherefore have you stirred up this great calamity against me?  
And for what cause have you brought such disturbance upon mine house?   
And what profit have you of it?   
But if you think to gain somewhat, tell me the gain,  
what it is, and I will procure it for you without labor.   
To what end dost you make me mad, and cast yourself into destruction?   
For if, you persuade her not,  
I will both dispatch you and finally take myself out of life.   
But if, as you say, after our departing  
hence there is there life and death,  
and also condemnation and victory and a place of judgment,  
then will I also go in thither to be judged with you:  
and if that God whom you preach is just and award punishment justly, 
 I know that I shall gain my cause against you; for you have injured me,  
having suffered no wrong at my hands: 
 for indeed even here I am able to avenge myself on you  
and bring upon you all that you have done to me.  

Therefore be you persuaded, and come home with me 
 and persuade Mygdonia to be with me as she was at first,  
before she beheld you.”  
 

And Judas said to him: 
”Believe me, my child that if men loved God as much as they love one another,  
they would ask of him all things and receive them,  
and none would do them violence  
(there would be nothing which would not obey them, Syr.).” 

129 And as Thomas said this, they came to the house of Charisius and found Mygdonia sitting and 
Narcia standing by her, and her hand supporting her cheek; and she was saying:  
”Let the remainder of the days of my life,  
O mother, be cut off from me,  
and all the hours become as one hour,  
and let me depart out of life that I may go the sooner and behold that beautiful one,  
whose report I have heard,  
even that living one and giver of life to them that believe on him,  
where is not day and night, nor light and darkness, nor good and evil, nor poor and rich,  
nor male and female, nor free and bond, nor proud that subjected the humble.” 
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And as she spoke the Apostle stood by her, and forthwith she rose up and did him reverence.  

Then Charisius said to him:  
“See you how she fear and honor you and all that you shall bid her she will do willingly?” 

130 And as he so spoke, Judas said to Mygdonia: 
”My daughter Mygdonia, obey that which your brother Charisius said.”  
And Mygdonia said:  
”If you was not able [TO name] the deed in word wilt you compel me to endure the act? 
 For I have heard of you that this life is of no profit,  
and this relief is for a time, and these possessions are transitory.   
And again you said that whoso renounce this life shall receive the life eternal, 
 and whoso hate the light of day and night shall behold a light that is not overtaken,  
that whoso despise this money shall find other and eternal money.   
But now [YOU things these say] because you art in fear.   
Who that hath done somewhat and is praised for the work change it?   
[WHO and a tower build] straightway overthrow it from the foundation?   
Who dig spring water in a thirsty land and straightway fill it in?   
Who find a treasure and use it not?   
And Charisius heard it. and said: I will not imitate you, neither will I  destroy you;  
nor though I may so do, will I put bonds about you (but you I will bind, Syr.);  
and I will not suffer you to speak with this sorcerer;  
and if you obey me, well, but if not, I know what I must do.” 

131 And Judas went out of Charisius' house and departed to the house of Siphor and lodged there with 
him.  And Siphor said: 
”I will prepare for Judas a hall (triclinium) wherein he may teach  
(Syr. Siphor said to Judas: Prepare yourself an apartment, &c.).”  
 
And he did so; and Siphor said: 
”I and my wife and daughter will dwell henceforth in holiness,  
and in chastity, and in affection.  
I beseech you that we may receive of you the seal,  
and become worshippers of the true God and numbered among his sheep and lambs.”  
 

And Judas said: 
”I am afraid to speak that which I think: 
 yet I know somewhat, and what I know it is not possible for me to utter.” 

132 And he began to say concerning baptism:  
”This baptism is remission of sins  
(the Greek MSS. U and P have divergent texts, both obscure):  
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this bring forth again light that is shed about us:  
this bring to new birth the new man  
(this is the restorer of understandings Syr.):  
this mingle the spirit (with the body),  
raise up in threefold wise a new man and [MAKE him] partaker of the remission of sins. 
 
Glory be to you, hidden one, that art communicated in baptism.   
Glory to you the unseen power that is in baptism.   
Glory to you, renewal, whereby are renewed they that are baptized  
and with affection take hold upon you.” 

And having thus said, he poured oil over their heads and said: 
”Glory be to you the love of compassion (bowels).  
Glory to you name of Christ.  
Glory to you, power established in Christ.  
And he commanded a vessel to be brought,  
and baptized them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.” 

133 And when they were baptized and clad, he set bread on the table and blessed it, and said: “Bread of 
life, the which who eat abide incorruptible:  
Bread that fill the hungry souls with the blessing thereof:  
you art he that vouchsafe to receive a gift,  
that you may become to us remission of sins,  
and that they who eat you may become immortal:  
we invoke upon you the name of the mother,  
of the unspeakable mystery of the hidden powers and authorities  
(? we name the name of the unspeakable mystery, that is hidden from all &c.):  
we invoke upon you the name of [your?] Jesus.”  

And he said: 
”Let the powers of blessing come, and be established in this bread,  
that all the souls which partake of it may be washed from their sins.”  
 

And he brake and gave to Siphor and his wife and daughter. 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 123 

The Eleventh Act: Concerning the wife of Misdaeus. 

Thomas and Tertia 

Tertia, the wife of King Misdaeus, visits Mygdonia, who testifies to the truth of Thomas' 
teachings. Tertia immediately goes to Siphor's house and asks to partake in the promise of life 
that Thomas offers. He accepts her, and she returns to Misdaeus, who is understandably 
unhappy to hear that the teaching of the "sorcerer" now infects is own wife. He finds Charisius, 
and the two of them arrest Thomas again as he is teaching at Siphor's house. He is placed under 
guard awaiting trial by Misdaeus. 

134 Now Misdaeus the king, when he had let Judas go, dined and went home, and told his wife what 
had befallen Charisius their kinsman, saying:  
”See what hath come to pass to that unhappy man,  
and you yourself know, my sister Tertia,  
that a man hath naught better than his own wife on whom he rest;  
but it chanced that his wife went to that sorcerer of whom you have heard  
that he is come to the land of the Indians,  
and fell into his charms and is parted from her own husband;  
and he know not what he should do.  
And when I would have destroyed the malefactor,  
he would not have it.   
But do you go and counsel her to incline to her husband,  
and forsake the vain words of the sorcerer.” 

135 And as soon as she arose Tertia went to the house of Charisius her husband's [KINSMAN], and 
found Mygdonia Lying upon the earth in humiliation, and ashes and sackcloth were spread under her, 
and she was praying that the Lord would forgive her, her former sins and she might soon depart out of 
life.  

And Tertia said to her: 
”Mygdonia, my dear sister and companion what is this hand (Syr. this folly)?  
What is the disease that hath overtaken you?   
In addition, why doest you the deeds of maniacs?   
Know yourself and come back to your own way,  
come near to your many kinsfolk,  
and spare your true husband Charisius,  
and do not things unbefitting a free-woman.” 

 
 Mygdonia said to her: 
”O Tertia, you have not yet heard the preacher of life:  
not yet hath he touched your ears,  
not yet have you tasted the medicine of life nor art freed from corruptible mourning.  
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You stand in the life of time,  
and the everlasting life and salvation you know not,  
and perceive not the incorruptible fellowship.  

You stand clad in robes that grow old and desire not those that are eternal,  
and art proud of this beauty which vanish  
and have no thought of the holiness of your soul;  
and art rich in a multitude of servants,  
(and have not freed your own soul from servitude, Syr.)  
and pride yourself in the glory that cometh of many,  
but redeem not yourself from the condemnation of death.” 

136 And when Tertia heard this of Mygdonia she said: 
”I pray you, sister, bring me to that stranger that teaches these great things,  
that I also may go and hear him,  
and be taught to worship the God whom he preach,  
and become partaker of his prayers,  
and a sharer in all that you have told me of.”  

And Mygdonia said to her:  
”He is in the house of Siphor the captain;  
for he is become the occasion of life to all them that are being saved in India.”  
 

In addition, hearing that, Tertia went quickly to Siphor's house that she might see the new Apostle that 
was come thither.  And when she entered in, Judas said to her:  
”What art you come to see?  
a man that is a stranger and poor and contemptible and needy, 
 having neither riches nor substance;  
yet one thing I possess which neither kings nor rulers can take away,  
that neither perish nor cease,  
which is Jesus the Savior of all mankind,  
the Son of the living God,  
who hath given life to all that believe on him and take refuge with him  
and are known to be of the number of his servants (sheep, Syr.).”  

To whom said Tertia:  
”May I become a partaker of this life  
which you promises that all they shall receive  
who come together to the assembly of God.”  

And the Apostle said: 
”The treasury of the holy king is opened wide,  
and they which worthily partake of the good things that are therein do rest,  
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and resting do reign:  
but first, no man cometh to him that is unclean and vile:  
for he know our inmost hearts and the depths of our thought,  
and it is not possible for any to escape him.  
You, then, if verily you believe in him,  
shall be made worthy of his mysteries;  
and he will magnify you and enrich you,  
and make you to be an heir of his kingdom.” 

137 And Tertia having heard this returned home rejoicing, and found her husband awaiting her, not 
having dined, and when Misdaeus saw her he said: 
”Whence is it that your entering in to-day is more beautiful?  
and wherefore art you come walking,  
which fit not free-born women like you?” 

 And Tertia said to him:  
”I owe you the greatest of thanks for that you didst send me to Mygdonia, 
 for I went and heard of a new life,  
and I saw the new Apostle of the God that give life to them  
that believe on him and fulfill his commandments;  
I ought therefore myself to recompense you for this favor  
and admonition with good advice;  
for you shall be a great king in heaven if you obey me and fear the God  
that is preached by the stranger,  
and keep yourself holy to the living God.  
For this kingdom pass away,  
and your comfort will be turned into affliction:  
but go you to that man, and believe him, and you shall live to the end.”  
 

And when Misdaeus heard these things of his wife, he smote his face with his hands and rent his clothes 
and said: 
”May the soul of Charisius find no rest,  
for he hath hurt me to the soul; and may he have no hope,  
for he hath taken away my hope.” 

 And he went out greatly vexed. 

138 And he found Charisius his friend in the market-place, and said to him: 
”Why have you cast me into hell to be another companion to yourself?  
Why have you emptied and defrauded me to gain naught?   
Why have you hurt me and profited yourself not at all?   
Why have you slain me and yourself not lived?   
Why have you wronged me and yourself not got justice?   
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Why didst you not suffer me to destroy that sorcerer  
before he corrupted my house with his wickedness?  “ 

 
And he kept hold upon (was upbraiding, Syr.)  Charisius.  

And Charisius said: 
”Why, what hath befallen you?”  
 

Misdaeus said: 
”He hath bewitched Tertia.”  
And they went both of them to the house of Siphor the captain, and found Judas sitting and teaching.   
 

And all they that were there rose up before the king, but he arose not.  And Misdaeus perceived that it 
was he, and took hold of the seat and overset it, and took up the seat with both his hands and smote his 
head so that he wounded it, and delivered him to his soldiers, saying: 
”Take him away, and hale him with violence and not gently, 
 that his shame may be manifest to all men.”  
And they haled him and took him to the place where Misdaeus judged, and he stood there, held of the 
soldiers of Misdaeus. 
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The Twelfth Act: Concerning Ouazanes (Iuzanes) the son of Misdaeus. 

Iuzanes, the son of Misdaeus' 

Midaeus' son Iuzanes speaks with Thomas and is inspired to help him escape, but Midaeus 
returns, and Thomas faces trial. He insists that the king has no power over him, and that his fate 
in is God's hands. The king orders that Thomas be tortured with red-hot iron plates, but a huge 
spring of water rises up to quench their heat. The king now begs Thomas to pray that the 
resulting flood will subside, and Thomas complies. Midaeus sends Thomas back to prison, 
accompanied by Iuzanes and Siphor. Thomas prays once more, including a version of the Lord's 
prayer, this time seemingly in preparation for death. "I am your," he declares to his Lord, "and I 
have kept myself pure from woman, that the temple worthy of you might not be found in 
pollution." 

139 And Ouazanes (Iuzanes, P; Vizan, Syr.) the son of Misdaeus came to the soldiers and said: 
”Give me him that I may speak with him until the king cometh.”  
 
And they gave him up, and he brought him in where the king gave judgment.   
 
And Iuzanes said:  
“Know you not that I am the son of Misdaeus the king,  
and I have power to say to the king what I will, and he will suffer you to live?  
tell me then, who is your God, and what power dost you claim and glory in it? 
for if it be some power or art of magic, tell it me and teach me, and I will let you go.   
 

Judas said to him: 
”You art the son of Misdacus the king who is king for a time,  
but I am the servant of Jesus Christ the eternal king,  
and you have power to say to your father to save whom you wilt in the temporal life  
wherein men continue not,  
which you and your father grant,  
but I beseech my Lord and intercede for men,  
and he give them a new life which is altogether enduring.  
And you boast yourself of possessions and servants and robes and luxury  
and unclean chambering,  
but I boast myself of poverty and philosophy and humility and lasting and prayer  
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost and of my brethren that are worthy of God:  
and I boast myself of eternal life.   
And you rely on (have taken refuge with) a man like to yourself 
 and not able to save his own soul from judgment and death,  
but I rely upon the living God, upon the savior of kings and princes,  
who is the judge of all men.   
And ye indeed to-day perchance are, and to-morrow are no more,  
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but I have taken refuge with him that abide forever and know all our seasons and times.  And if you wilt 
become the servant of this God you shall soon do so;  
but show that you wilt be a servant worthy of him hereby: first by holiness (purity), which is the head of 
all good things, and then by fellowship with this God whom I preach,  
and philosophy and simplicity and love and faith and [GOOD hope] in him,  
and unity of pure food (simplicity of pure i. e, Syr.).” 

140 And the young man was persuaded by the Lord and sought occasion how he might let Judas escape: 
but while he thought thereon, the king came, and the soldiers took Judas and led him forth.  And Iuzanes 
went forth with him and stood beside him.  And when the king was set, he bade Judas be brought in, 
with his hands bound behind him; and he was brought into the midst and stood there.  

And the king said:  
”Tell me who you art and by what power you doest these things.” 
  
And Judas said to him: 
”I am a man like you, and by the power of Jesus Christ I do these things.”  
 
And Misdaeus said: 
”Tell me the truth before I destroy you.  And Judas said:  
You have no power against me, as you suppose, and you wilt not hurt me at all.”  
 
And the king was wroth at his words, and commanded to heat iron plates and set him upon them 
barefoot; and as the soldiers took off his shoes he said:  
”The wisdom of God is better than the wisdom of men.  
You Lord and King (do you take counsel against them, Syr.)  
and let your goodness resist his wrath.  “ 
And they brought the plates which were like fire, and set the Apostle upon them, and straightway water 
sprang up abundantly from the earth, so that the plates were swallowed up in it, and they that held him 
let him go and withdrew themselves. 

141 And the king seeing the abundance of water said to Judas: 
”Ask your God that he delivers me from this death that I perish not in the flood.”  
 
And the Apostle prayed and said:  
”You that didst bind this element (nature) and gather it into one place  
and send it forth into divers lands; that didst bring disorder into order,  
that grant mighty works and great wonders by the hands of Judas your servant;  
that have mercy on my soul, that I may always receive your brightness;  
that give wages to them that have labored;  
you savior of my soul, restoring it to its own nature that 
 it may have no fellowship with hurtful things;  
that have always been the occasion of life:  
do you restrain this element that it lift not up itself to destroy;  
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for there are some of them that stand here who shall believe on you and live.”  
And when he had prayed, the water was swallowed up by little and little, and the place became dry.  
And when Misdaeus saw it, he commanded him to be taken to the prison: Until I shall consider how he 
must be used. 

142 And as Judas was led away to the prison they all followed him, and Iuzanes the king's son walked at 
his right hand, and Siphor at the left.  And he entered into the prison and sat down, and Iuzanes and 
Siphor, and he persuaded his wife and his daughter to sit down, for they also were come in to hear the 
word of life.  For they knew that Misdaeus would slay him because of the excess of his anger.  

And Judas began to say:  
”O liberator of my soul from the bondage of the many,  
because I gave myself to be sold [TO Syr. one,];  
behold, I rejoice and exult,  
knowing that the times are fulfilled for me to enter in and receive  
[YOU of my Syr. rest, giver].  
Lo, I am to be set free from the cares that are on the earth; 
 lo, I fulfill mine hope and receive truth;  
lo, I am set free from sorrow and put on joy alone;  
lo, I become careless and griefless and dwell in rest;  
lo, I am set free from bondage and am called to liberty;  
lo, I have served times and seasons, and I am lifted up above times and seasons;  
lo, I receive my wages from my recompenser,  
who give without reckoning (number)  
because his wealth suffice for the gift;  
[LO, and my raiment, on off put I] and I shall not put it on again;  
lo, I sleep and awake, and I shall no more go to sleep;  
lo, I die and live again, and I shall no more taste of death;  
lo, they rejoice and expect me,  
that I may come and be with their kindred and be set as a flower in their crown;  
lo, I reign in the kingdom whereon I set my hope, even from hence;  
lo, the rebellious fall before me, for I have escaped them;  
lo, (to me) the peace hath come, whereto all are gathered.” 

143 And as the Apostle spoke thus, all that were there hearkened, supposing that in that hour he would 
depart out of life.  And again he said: 
”Believe on the physician of all [DISEASES], both seen and unseen, 
and on the savior of the souls that need help from him.  
This is the freeborn [SON] of kings,  
this the physician of his creatures;  
this is he that was reproached of his own slaves;  
this is the Father of the height and the Lord of nature and the Judge 
 (? Father of nature and Lord of the height and supreme Judge, Syr.): 
 he came of the greatest, 
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 the only-begotten son of the deep;  
and he was called the son of (became visible through, Syr.)  
Mary the virgin,  
and was termed the son of Joseph the carpenter: 
 he whose littleness (we beheld) with the eyes of our body,  
but his greatness we received by faith,  
and saw it in his works whose human body we felt also with our hands,  
and his aspect we saw transfigured (changed) with our eyes,  
but his heavenly semblance on the mount we were not able to see:  
he that made the rulers stumble and did violence to death:  
he, the truth that lie not, that at the last paid the tribute for himself and his disciples:  
whom the prince beholding feared and the powers that were with him were troubled;  
and the prince bare witness (asked him, Syr.)  
who he was and from whence, and knew not the truth,  
because he is alien from truth:  
he that having authority over the world, and the pleasures therein,  
and the possessions and the comfort,  
[REJECTED] all these things and turn away his subjects,  
that they should not use them” 

144 And having fulfilled these sayings, he arose and prayed thus: 
”Our Father, which art in heaven: hallowed be your name:  
Your kingdom come:  
Your will be done, as in heaven so upon earth:  
[GIVE the of Syr. day, bread constant us]  
and forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one. 

My Lord and God, hope and confidence and teacher,  
you have taught me to pray thus,  
behold, I pray this prayer and fulfill your commandment:  
be you with me to the end;  
you art he that from childhood have sown life in me and kept me from corruption;  
you art he that have brought me to the poverty of this world,  
and exhorted me to the true riches;  
you art he that have made me known to myself and showed me that I am your;  
and I have kept myself pure from woman,  
that that which you require be not found in defilement.”  

[At the words 'My Lord and God' begins the double text, represented on the one hand by the MS. U and 
on the other by the Paris MS. P, and three (partly four) others.  These insert the prayer after ch. 167. 
Their text, I believe, may be the original Greek.  I follow it here, repeating the first paragraph.] 
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(144) “My Lord and God, my hope and my confidence and my teacher,  
that have implanted courage in me, you didst teach me to pray thus;  
behold, I pray your prayer and bring your will to fulfillment: be you with me to the end.  
You are he that from my youth up didst give me patience in temptation  
and [SOW in] me life and preserve me from corruption;  
you are he that didst bring me into the poverty of this world  
and fill me with the true riches;  
you are he that didst show me that I was your:  
wherefore I was never joined to a wife,  
that the temple worthy of you might not be found in pollution. 

145 “My mouth suffice not to praise you,  
neither am I able to conceive the care and providence (carefulness)  
which hath been about me from you which you have had for me).  
For I desired to gain riches,  
but you by a vision didst show me that they are full of loss and injury to them that gain them 
 and I believed your showing,  
and continued in the poverty of the world until you,  
the true riches wert revealed to me,  
who didst fill both me and the rest that were worthy of you  
with your own riches and set free your own from care and anxiety. 
I have therefore fulfilled your commandments,  
O Lord, and accomplished your will,  
and become poor and needy and a stranger and a bondman  
and set at naught and a prisoner and hungry and thirsty and naked and unshod,  
and I have toiled for your sake,  
that my confidence might not perish  
and my hope that is in you might not be confounded  
and my much labor might not be in vain  
and my weariness not be counted for naught:  
let not my prayers and my continual fasting perish,  
and my great zeal toward you;  
let not my seed of wheat be changed for tares out of your land,  
Let not the enemy carry it away and mingle his own tares therewith;  
for your land verily receive not his tares,  
neither indeed can they be laid up in your houses. 

146 “I have planted your vine in the earth, 
 it hath sent down its roots into the depth and its growth is spread out in the height,  
and the fruits of it are stretched forth upon the earth,  
and they that are worthy of you are made glad by them,  
whom also you have gained.  
The money which you have from me I laid down upon the table (bank);  
this, when you require it, restore to me with usury, as you have promised.   
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With your one mind have I traded and have made ten,  
you have added more to me beside that I had, as you didst covenant.   
I have forgiven my debtor the mine, require you it not at my hands.   
I was bidden to the supper and I came:  
and I refused the land and the yoke of oxen and the wife,  
that I might not for their sake be rejected;  
I was bidden to the wedding,  
and I put on white raiment,  
that I might be worthy of it and not be bound hand and foot and cast into the outer darkness.  My lamp 
with its bright light expect the master coming from the marriage,  
that it may receive him,  
and I may not (? he may not) see it dimmed because the oil is spent.  

“Mine eyes, O Christ, look upon you, and mine heart exult with joy  
because I have fulfilled your will and perfected your commandments;  
that I may be likened to that watchful and careful servant  
who in his eagerness neglect not to keep vigil  
(other MSS.: I have not slumbered idly in keeping your commandments:  
in the first sleep and at midnight and at cockcrow,  
that mine eyes may behold you, &c.).  
All the night have I labored to keep mine house from robbers, lest it be broken through. 

147 “My loins have I girt close with truth and bound my shoes on my feet,  
that I may never see them gaping:  
mine hands have I put to the yoked plough and have not turned away backward,  
lest my furrows go crooked.  
The plough-land is become white and the harvest is come,  
that I may receive my wages.   
My garment that grow old I have worn out,  
and the labor that hath brought me to rest have I accomplished.   
I have kept the first watch the second and the third,  
that I may behold your face and adore your holy brightness.   
I have rooted out the worst (pulled down my barns, Syr.)  
and left them desolate upon earth,  
that I may be filled full from your treasures  
(Gr. MSS. add: all my substance have I sold, that I may gain you the pearl).  

The moist spring that was in me have I dried up,  
that I may live and rest beside your inexhaustible spring  
(al. and Syr.: rest beside your living spring).  

The captive whom you didst commit to me I have slain,  
that he, which is set free in me, may not fall from his confidence.   
Him that was inward have I made outward and the outward [INWARD],  
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and all your fullness has been fulfilled in me.   
I have not returned to the things that are behind,  
but have gone forward to the things that are before,  
that I become not a reproach.   
The dead man have I quickened, and the living one have I overcome,  
and that which was lacking have I filled up  
(Syr. Wright, not the older one, inserts negatives, ' not quickened ', &c.),  
that I may receive the crown of victory,  
and the power of Christ may be accomplished in me.   
I have received reproach upon earth,  
but give you me the return and the recompense in the heavens.   
(U omits practically all this chapter.) 

148 “Let not the powers and the officers perceive me,  
and let them not have any thought concerning me;  
let not the publicans and exactors ply their calling upon me;  
let not the weak and the evil cry out against me that am valiant and humble,  
and when I am borne upward let them not rise up to stand before me,  
by your power, O Jesu, which surround me as a crown:  
for they do flee and hide themselves, they cannot look on you:  
but (for) suddenly do they fall upon them that are subject to them,  
and the portion of tile sons of the evil one doth itself cry out and convict them;  
and it is not hid from them, nor their nature is made known:  
the children of the evil one are separated off.  
 
Do you then grant me,  
Lord, that I may pass by in quietness and joy and peace,  
and pass over and stand before the judge,  
and let not the devil (or slanderer) look upon me;  
let his eyes be blinded by your light which you have made to dwell in me,  
close you up (muzzle) his mouth: for he hath found naught against me.”[We revert to U.] 

149 And he said again to them that were about him: 
”[BELIEVE, the of God and my his Syr. in giver I servants, helper life believe preach;  
whom Christ Jesus proclaim, children.]  
believe in the Savior of them that have labored in his service:  
for my soul already flourish because my time is near to receive him;  
for he being beautiful draw me on always to speak concerning his beauty,  
what it is though I be not able and suffice not to speak it worthily:  
you that are the light (feeder, Syr.) of my poverty  
and the supplier of my defects and nurturer of my need:  
be you with me until I come and receive you for evermore.” 



ACTS OF THOMAS : M. M. NINAN 
______________________________________________________ 

 134 

The Thirteenth Act: Wherein Iuzanes received baptism with the rest.  

The baptism of Iuzanes 

Iuzanes, who is chavee though married, wishes to become a disciple and requests that Thomas 
heal his ailing wife, Mnesara. Tertia, Mygdonia, and Narcia bribe the jailer to allow them 
entrance to the prison, where they join Iuzanes, Siphon, and Siphon's wife and daughter. 
Thomas and his band then go to Iuzanes' home, where Mnesara is quickly healed. Mygdonia 
anoints Mnesara, and Thomas anoints Iuzanes; then Thomas baptizes the couple, after which 
they share the Eucharist. 

 

150 And Iuzanes the youth besought the Apostle, saying:  
”I pray you, O man, Apostle of God, suffer me to go,  
and I will persuade the gaoler to permit you to come home with me, 
 that by you I may receive the seal,  
and become your minister and a keeper of the commandments of the God  
whom you preach.  
For indeed, formerly I walked in those things which you teach,  
until my father compelled me and joined me to a wife by name Mnesara;  
for I am in my one-and-twentieth year,  
and have now been seven years married,  
and before I was joined in marriage I knew no other woman,  
wherefore also I was accounted useless of my father,  
nor have I ever had son or daughter of this wife  
and also my wife herself hath lived with me in chastity all this time,  
and to-day, if she had been in health, and had listened to you,  
I know well that both I should have been at rest and she would have received eternal life;  
but she is in peril and afflicted with much illness;  
I will therefore persuade the keeper that he promise to come with me, for I live by myself: 
and you shall also heal that unhappy one.  
And Judas the Apostle of the Most High, hearing this, said to Iuzanes:  
If you believe, you shall see the marvels of God, and how he say his servants.” 

151 And as they spoke thus together, Tertia and Mvgdonia and Narcia stood at the door of the prison, 
and they gave the gaoler 363 staters of silver and entered in to Judas; and found Iuzanes and Siphor and 
his wife and daughter, and all the prisoners sitting and hearing the word.  And when they stood by him 
he said to them: 
”Who hath suffered you to come to us?  
And who opened to you the sealed door that ye came forth?   
Tertia said to him:  
Didst not you open the door for us and tell us to come into the prison  
that we might take our brethren that were there, 
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 and then should the Lord show forth his glory in us?  
And when we came near the door,  
I know not how, you were parted from us and hid yourself and came hither before us  
where also we heard the noise of the door,  
when you didst shut us out.   
We gave money therefore to the keepers and came in and lo,  
we are here praying you that we may persuade you  
and let you escape until the king's wrath against you shall cease.”  

To whom Judas said: “Tell us first of all how ye were shut up.” 

152 And she said to him: 
”You were with us, and didst never leave us for one hour,  
and ask you how we were shut up?  
But if you desire to hear, hear.   
The king Misdaeus sent for me and said to me:  
’Not yet hath that sorcerer prevailed over you,  
for, as I hear, he bewitch men with oil and water and bread, 
 and hath not yet bewitched you;  
but obey you me,  
for if not, I will imprison you and wear you out,  
and him I will destroy;  
for I know that if he hath not yet given you oil and water and bread,  
he hath not prevailed to get power over you.’  
And I said to him: 
’Over my body you have authority, and do you all that you wilt;  
but my soul I will not let perish with you.   
And hearing that he shut me up in a chamber (beneath his dining-hall, Syr.):  
and Charisius brought Mygdonia and shut her up with me:  
and you brought us out and didst bring us even hither;  
but give you us the seal quickly,  
that the hope of Misdacus who counsel thus may be cut off.’” 

153 And when the Apostle heard this, he said:  
“Glory be to you, O Jesu of many forms,  
glory to you that appear in the guise of our poor manhood:  
glory to you that encourage us and make us strong  
and give grace and console and stand by us in all perils,  
and strengthen our weakness.  
And as he thus spoke, the gaoler came and said: Put out the lamps,  
lest any accuse you to the king.   
And then they extinguished the lamps, and turned to sleep;  
but the Apostle spoke to the Lord:  
It is the time now, O Jesu, for you to make have;  
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for, lo the children of darkness sit (make us to sit, Syr.) in their own darkness,  
do you therefore enlighten us with the light of your nature.  And on a sudden the whole prison was light 
as the day:  
and while all they that were in the prison slept a deep sleep,  
they only that had believed in the Lord continued waking.” 

154 Judas therefore said to Iuzanes:  
”Go you before and make ready the things for our need. Iuzanes therefore said:  
And who will open me the doors of the prison?  
for the gaolers shut them and are gone to sleep.”  
And Judas said: Believe in Jesus, and you shall find the doors open.  And when he went forth and 
departed from them, all the rest followed after him.  And as Iuzanes was gone on before, Mnesara his 
wife met him coming to the prison.  And she knew him and said: 
”My brother Iuzanes, is it you?  
And he said, Yea, and are you Mnesara?   
And she said Yea.  Iuzanes said to her;  
Whither walk you, especially at so untimely an hour?  
and how was you able to rise up?” 
  
And she said: 
”This youth laid his hand on me and raised me up,  
and in a dream I say that I should go where the stranger sit,  
and become perfectly whole.  Iuzanes said to her:  
What youth is with you?”  

And she said: 
”Sees you not him that is on my right hand, leading me by the hand?” 

155 And while they spoke together thus, Judas, with Siphor and his wife and daughter and Tertia and 
Mygdonia and Narcia came to Iuzanes' house.  And Mnesara the wife of Iuzanes seeing him did 
reverence and said: Did you come to save us from the sore disease? You are he whom I saw in the night 
delivering to me this youth to bring me to the prison.  But your goodness suffered me not to grow 
weary, but you yourself have come to me. And so saying she turned about and saw the youth no more; 
and finding him not, she said to the Apostle: I am not able to walk alone: for the youth whom you gave 
me is not here.  And Judas said: Jesus will henceforth lead you.  And thereafter she came running to 
him.  And when they entered into the house of Iuzanes the son of Misdaeus the king though it was yet 
night, a great light shined and was shed about them. 

156 And then Judas began to pray and to speak thus:  
”O companion and defender (ally) and hope of the weak  
and confidence of the poor:  
refuge and lodging of the weary:  
voice that came forth of the height (sleep, Gr.):  
comforter dwelling in the midst:  
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port and harbor of them that pass through the regions of the rulers:  
physician that heal without payment:  
who among men was crucified for many:  
who didst go down into hell with great might:  
the sight of whom the princes of death endured not;  
and you came up with great glory,  
and gathering all them that fled to you didst prepare a way, and in your footsteps all they journeyed 
whom you didst redeem;  
and you brought them into your own fold and didst join them with your sheep:  
son of mercy, the son that for love of man  
was sent to us from the perfect country (fatherland) that is above,  
the Lord of all possessions (undefiled possessions, Syr.):  
that serve your servants that they may live:  
that fill creation with your own riches:  
the poor, that was in need and didst hunger forty days:  
that satisfies thirsty souls with your own good things;  
be you with Iuzanes the son of Misdaeus and with Tertia and Mnesara,  
and gather them into your fold and mingle them with your number;  
Be to them a guide in the land of error:  
be to them a physician in the land of sickness:  
be to them a rest in the land of the weary:  
sanctify them in a polluted land:  
be their physician both of bodies and souls:  
make them holy temples of you, and let your holy spirit dwell in them.” 

157 Having thus prayed over them, the Apostle said to Mygdonia:  
”Unclothe your sisters.  
And she took off their clothes and girded them with girdles and brought them:  
but Iuzanes had first gone before, and they came after him;  
and the Apostle took oil in a cup of silver and spoke thus over it:  
Fruit more beautiful than all other fruits,  
to which none other whatsoever may be compared:  
altogether merciful:  
fervent with the force of the word:  
power of the tree which men putting upon them overcome their adversaries:  
crowner of the conquerors:  
help (symbol) and joy of the sick:  
that didst announce to men their salvation that show light  
to them that are in darkness;  
whose leaf is bitter, but in your most sweet fruit you are fair,  
that are rough to the sight but soft to the taste;  
seeming to be weak,  
but in the greatness of your strength able to bear the power that behold all things. 
Having thus said [a corrupt word follows]:  
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Jesu:  
let his victorious might come and be established in this oil,  
like as it was established in the tree (wood) that was its kin,  
even his might at that time,  
whereof they that crucified you could not endure the word:  
let the gift also come whereby breathing upon his (your) enemies  
you didst cause them to go backward and fall headlong and let it rest on this oil, 
 whereupon we invoke your holy name”.   
 

And having thus said, he poured it first upon the head of Iuzanes and then upon the women's heads, 
saying:  
”In your name, O Jesu Christ,  
let it be to these souls for remission of sins  
and for turning back of the adversary  
and for salvation of their souls.” 

And he commanded Mygdonia to anoint them but he himself anointed Iuzanes. And having anointed 
them he led them down into the water in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

158 And when they were come up, he took bread and a cup, and blessed it and said: “Your holy body 
which was crucified for us do we eat, 
 and your blood that was shed for us to salvation do we drink;  
let therefore your body be to us salvation and your blood for remission of sins.  
And for the gall which you didst drink for our sakes  
let the gall of the devil be removed from us:  
and for the vinegar which you have drunk for us,  
let our weakness be made strong:  
and for the spitting which you didst receive for us,  
let us receive the dew of your goodness:  
and by (or for) the reed wherewith they smote you for us,  
let us receive the perfect house:  
and whereas you received a crown of thorns for our sake,  
let us that have loved you put on a crown that fade not away;  
and for the linen cloth wherein you were Wrapped,  
let us also be girt about with your power that is not vanquished  
and for the new tomb and the burial let us receive renewing of soul and body:  
and for that you didst rise up and revive,  
let us revive and live and stand before you in righteous judgment.” 

  
And he brake and gave the Eucharist to Iuzanes and Tertia and Mnesara and the wife and daughter of 
Siphor and said: Let this Eucharist be to you for salvation, joy, and health of your souls.  And they said: 
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"Amen." And a voice was heard, saying:  
”Amen: fear ye not, but only believe.” 

[THE MARTYRDOM Here we revert to the text of P and its companions.] 

159 And after these things, Judas departed to be imprisoned. 

And Tertia with Mygdonia and Narcia also went to be imprisoned.  And the Apostle Thomas said to 
them -the multitude of them that had believed being present:  
”Daughters and sisters  
and fellow-servants which have believed in my Lord and God,  
ministers of my Jesus,  
hearken to me this day:  
for I do deliver my word to you,  
and I shall no more speak with you in this flesh nor in this world;  
for I go up to my Lord and God Jesus Christ,  
to him that sold me,  
to that Lord that humbled himself even to me the little,  
and brought me up to eternal greatness,  
that vouchsafed to me to become his servant in truth and steadfastness:  
to him do I depart, knowing that the time is fulfilled,  
and the day appointed hath drawn near for me to go  
and receive my recompense from my Lord and God:  
for my recompenser is righteous,  
who know me,  
how I ought to receive my reward;  
for he is not grudging nor envious, but is rich in his gifts,  
he is not a lover of craft (OT sparing) in that he give,  
for he hath confidence in his possessions which cannot fail. 

160 I am not Jesus, but I am his servant:  
I am not Christ, but I am his minister;  
I am not the Son of God, but I pray to become worthy of God.   
Continue ye in the faith of Christ:  
continue in the hope of the Son of God:  
faint not at affliction,  
neither be divided in mind if ye see me mocked  
or that I am shut up in prison [OR Syr. die,];  
for I do accomplish his will.   
For if I had willed not to die,  
I know in Christ that I am able thereto:  
but this which is called death, is not death,  
but a setting free from the body;  
wherefore I receive gladly this setting free from the body,  
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that I may depart and see him that is beautiful and full of mercy, him that is to be loved: 
 for I have endured much toil in his service,  
and have labored for his grace that is come upon me, which depart not from me.   
Let not Satan, then, enter you by stealth, and catch away your thoughts:  
let there be in you no place for him:  
for he is mighty whom ye have received.   
Look for the coming of Christ,  
for he shall come and receive you,  
and this is he whom ye shall see when he cometh.” 

161 When the Apostle had ended these sayings, they went into the house, and the Apostle Thomas said: 
”Savior that didst suffer many things for us,  
let these doors be as they were and let seals be set on them.” 

  
And he left them and went to be imprisoned: and they wept and were in heaviness, for they knew that 
Misdaeus would slay him (not knowing that, M. would release him, P.). 

162 And the Apostle found the keepers wrangling and saying: 
”Wherein have we sinned against this wizard?  
for by his art magic he hath opened the doors  
and would have had all the prisoners escape:  
but let us go and report it to the king,  
and tell him concerning his wife and his son.”  

And as they disputed thus, Thomas held his peace.  They rose up early, therefore, and went to the king 
and said to him:  
”Our lord and king,  
do you take away that sorcerer and cause him to be shut up elsewhere,  
for we are not able to keep him;  
for except your good fortune had kept the prison,  
all the condemned persons would have escaped  
for now this second time have we found the doors open:  
and also your wife, O king,  
and your son and the rest depart not from him.”  

And the king, hearing that, went, and found the seals that were set on the doors whole; and he took note 
of the doors also, and said to the keepers: 
”Wherefore lie ye?  For the seals are whole.   
How said ye that Tertia and Mygdonia come to him into the prison?” 

  
And the keepers said: “We have told you the truth.” 
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163 And Misdaeus went to the prison and took his seat, and sent for the Apostle Thomas and stripped 
him (and girded him with a girdle) and set him before him and said to him: 
”Are you bond or free?”   

Thomas said: 
”I am the bondsman of one only, over whom you have no authority.” 

And Misdaeus said to him: 
”How didst you run away and come into this country?”  

And Thomas said: 
”I was sold hither by my master, that I might save many,  
and by your hands depart out of this world.”  

And Misdaeus said: 
”Who is your lord?  
And what is his name?   
and of what country is he?”  

And Thomas said: 
”My Lord is your master and he is Lord of heaven and earth.”  

And Misdaeus said: 
”What is his name?” 

 Thomas said: 
”You canst not hear his true name at this time:  
but the name that was given to him is Jesus Christ.”  

And Misdaeus said to him:  
”I have not come to destroy you,  
but have had long patience with you:  
but you have added to your evil deeds,  
and your sorceries are dispersed abroad  
and heard of throughout all the country:  
but this I do that your sorceries may depart with you,  
and our land be cleansed from them.”  

Thomas said to him;  
”These sorceries depart [NOT, Syr.] with me when I set forth hence,  
and know you this that I [THEY, Syr.] shall never forsake them that are here.” 
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164 When the Apostle had said these things, Misdaeus considered how he should put him to death; for 
he was afraid because of the much people that were subject to him, for many also of the nobles and of 
them that were in authority believed on him. He took him therefore and went forth out of the city; and 
armed soldiers also went with him.  And the people supposed that the king desired to learn somewhat of 
him, and they stood still and gave heed.  And when they had walked one mile, he delivered him to four 
soldiers and an officer, and commanded them to take him into the mountain and there pierce him with 
spears and put an end to him, and return again to the city.  And saying thus to the soldiers, he himself 
also returned to the city. 

165 But the men ran after Thomas, desiring to deliver him from death.  And two soldiers went at the 
right hand of the Apostle and two on his left, holding spears, and the officer held his hand and supported 
him.  And the Apostle Thomas said: 
”O the hidden mysteries which even until our departure are accomplished in us!  
O riches of his glory,  
who will not suffer us to be swallowed up in this passion of the body!   
Four are they that cast me down, for of four am I made;  
and one is he that draw me, for of one I am, and to him I go.   
And this I now understand,  
that my Lord and God Jesus Christ being of one was pierced by one,  
but I, which am of four, am pierced by four.” 

166 And being come up into the mountain to the place where he was to be slain, he said to them that 
held him, and to the rest:  

“Brethren, hearken to me now at the last;  
for I am come to my departure out of the body.  
Let not then the eyes of your heart be blinded,  
nor your ears be made deaf.   
Believe on the God whom I preach,  
and be not guides to yourselves in the hardness of your heart,  
but walk in all your liberty,  
and in the glory that is toward men,  
and the life that is toward God.” 

167 And he said to Iuzanes:  
”You son (to the son, P) of the (earthly) king Misdaeus  
and minister (to the minister) of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
give to the servants of Misdaeus their price  
that they may suffer me to go and pray.” 

And Iuzanes persuaded the soldiers to let him pray. And the blessed Thomas went to pray, and kneeled 
down, and rose up and stretched forth his hands to heaven, and spoke thus: 
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[Here P and the rest give - rightly - the prayer of cc. 144-8. U and its companions give the following: 
He turned to his prayer; and it was this: 
” My Lord and my God, and hope and redeemer and leader and guide in all countries, 
 be you with all them that serve you, 
 and guide me this day as I come to you.  
Let not any take my soul, which I have committed to you: 
 let not the publicans see me,  
and let not the exactors accuse me falsely (play the sycophant with me).  
Let not the serpent see me, 
 and let not the children of the dragon hiss at me.  
Behold, Lord, I have accomplished your work and perfected your commandment. 
 I have become a bondman;  
therefore to-day do I receive freedom.  
Do you therefore give me this and perfect me: 
 and this I say, not for that I doubt,  
but that they may hear for whom it is needful to hear.”]  

168 And when he had thus prayed he said to the soldiers:  
Come hither and accomplish the commandments of him that sent you.”  
 

And the four came and pierced him with their spears, and he fell down and died. 

And all the brethren wept; and they brought beautiful robes and much and fair linen, and buried him in a 
royal sepulchre wherein the former (first) kings were laid.  
 
169 But Siphor and Iuzanes would not go down to the city, but continued sitting by him all the day.  
And the apostle Thomas appeared to them and said: 
”Why sit you here and keep watch over me?  
I am not here, but I have gone up and received all that I was promised.   
But rise up and go down hence;  
for after a little time ye also shall be gathered to me.” 
  
But Misdaeus and Charisius took away Mygdonia and Tertia and afflicted them sorely: howbeit they 
consented not to their will.  
 
And the apostle appeared to them and said:  
 
”Be not deceived: Jesus the holy, the living one, shall quickly send help to you.”  
 
And Misdaeus and Charisius, when they perceived that Mygdonia and Tertia obeyed them not, suffered 
them to live according to their own desire.  
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And the brethren gathered together and rejoiced in the grace of the Holy Ghost: now the apostle Thomas 
when he departed out of the world made Siphor a presbyter and Iuzanes a deacon, when he went up into 
the mountain to die.  And the Lord wrought with them, and many were added to the faith.  
 
170 Now it came to pass after a long time that one of the children of Misdaeus the king was smitten by a 
devil, and no man could cure him, for the devil was exceeding fierce.  And Misdaeus the king took 
thought and said:  
“I will go and open the sepulchre,  
and take a bone of the apostle of God and hang it upon my son and he shall be healed. But while 
Misdaeus thought upon this,  
the apostle Thomas appeared to him and said to him:  
You believe not on a living man, and wilt you believe on the dead?   
Yet fear not, for my Lord Jesus Christ hath compassion on you  
and pitied you of his goodness.”  
 
And he went and opened the sepulcher, but found not the apostle there, for one of the brethren had 
stolen him away and taken him to Mesopotamia; but from that place where the bones of the apostle had 
lain Misdaeus took dust and put it about his son's neck, saying:  
“I believe on you, Jesu Christ,  
now that he hath left me which trouble men  
and oppose them lest they should see you.”  
And when he had hung it upon his son, the lad became whole. 
 
 Misdaeus the king therefore was also gathered among the brethren, and bowed his head under the hands 
of Siphor the priest; and Siphor said to the brethren:  
“Pray you for Misdaeus the king,  
that he may obtain mercy of Jesus Christ,  
and that he may no more remember evil against him.  
They all therefore, with one accord rejoicing, made prayer for him;  
and the Lord that love men, the King of Kings and Lord of lords, 
 granted Misdaeus also to have hope in him;  
and he was gathered with the multitude of them that had believed in Christ,  
glorifying the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost,  
whose is power and adoration, now and for ever and world without end.   
Amen.  
[U (and Syr.) ends: The acts of Judas Thomas the apostle are completed, which he did in India, fulfilling 
the commandment of him that sent him.  To whom be glory, world without end.  Amen.] 
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THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS 
 

Sayings of Our Lord 
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 Codices found in Nag Hammadi, Egypt. 

The Gospel According to Thomas, is a well preserved early Christian, non-canonical 
collection of the sayings of Jesus discovered near Nag Hammadi, Egypt, in December 1945, in 
one of a group of books known as the Nag Hammadi library. This corpus of 1,200 pages is 
currently conserved at the Coptic Museum in Cairo and contains one text in particular that 
made the headlines - the Gospel according to Thomas, which was originally called 'the secret 
words of Jesus written by Thomas'. 

 
A.S Hunt  and Bernard P Grenpell  

from the University of Oxford who excavated the area 
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The excavation brought out  several manuscripts.  The Surviving Manuscripts are: 

 Nag Hammadi II,2 
Preserves essentially the complete gospel 
Coptic; fourth century 

 Oxyrhynchus Papyrus 654 
Preserves fragments of Prologue+Sayings 1-7 
Greek; middle/late third century 

 Oxyrhynchus Papyrus 1 
Preserves most of Sayings 26-30+77b, 31-33 
Greek; late second/early third century 

 Oxyhrynchus Papyrus 655 
Preserves fragments of Sayings 24, 36-39 
Greek; third century 

It was first published in a photographic edition in 1956.    
This was followed three years later (1959) by the first English-language translation, with 
Coptic transcription.   
 In 1977, James M. Robinson edited the first complete collection of English translations of the 
Nag Hammadi texts.    

The original Coptic manuscript is now the property of the Coptic Museum in Cairo, Egypt, 
Department of Manuscripts.  

Thus we have the manuscripts dating from the late second century till the fourth century.  
These documents were hidden in jars and buried by the community and were lost until we 
discovered it in the 19th century.   

“It is known that the Nag Hammadi library was concealed in the 4th century AC, which 
coincides with the Council of Nicaea's proclamation of the unity of the faith and officialisation 
of the doctrine. Any deviation was then deemed to be heretical. In reaction to the 
standardisation of the religion, the texts were obviously hidden and protected until such time as 
they could be safely brought back to the surface. No-one could have imagined that they would 
remain buried for 1,600 years!”  This fear may have the reason for hiding the documents.   
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When was this written? 

Since its discovery, many scholars see it as a proof for the existence of the so-called Q source 
(Quelle, or "source), which might have been very similar in its form as a collection of sayings 
of Jesus without any accounts of his deeds or his life and death, a so-called "thus spake Jesus" 
which formed a basic source for Matthew and Luke apart from Mark and their own.  .   

  

However no such Q was ever been discovered nor mentioned by early Church Fathers 

There are many passages in the Gospel of Thomas that cite or refer to  Matthew

1. Matt 5.10--GTh 69a  
2. Matt 5.14--GTh 32 (=POxy1.7)  
3. Matt 6.2-4--GTh 6,14 (= POxy654.6)  
4. Matt 6.3--GTh 62  
5. Matt 7.6--GTh 93  
6. Matt 10.16--GTh 39  
7. Matt 11.30--GTh 90  
8. Matt 13.24-30--GTh 57  
9. Matt 13.44--GTh 109  
10. Matt 13.45-46--GTh 76  
11. Matt 13.47-50--GTh 8  
12. Matt 15.13--GTh 40  
13. Matt 18.20--GTh 30 (= POxy1.5)  
14. Matt 23.13--GTh 39, 102 (= 

POxy655.2)  

15. Luke 11.27-28 + 23:29--GTh 79  
16. Luke 12.13-14--GTh 72  
17. Luke 12.16-21--GTh 63  
18. Luke 12.49--GTh 10  
19. Luke 17.20-21--GTh 3 (= POxy654.2), 

113  
20. John 1.9--GTh 24 (= POxy655.24)  
21. John 1.14--GTh 28 (= POxy1.28) 
22. John 4.13-15--GTh 13  
23. John 7.32-36--GTh 38 (= POxy655.38)  
24. John 8.12; 9.5--GTh 77  

 [ R. E. Brown and Meier, MJ:1.136-137]. 

Almost half of these sayings more or less resemble those found in the Canonical Gospels, while 
the other sayings were previously unknown. Its place of origin may have been Syria, where 
Thomasine traditions were strong.  



THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS:  M. M. NINAN 

 150 

The author of Gospel of Thomas shows a decided dependence on the canonical Gospels 
demonstrating a later date for its composition than they.  But this analysis does not show any 
conclusive evidence since there are portions that are independent. 

The first reference to the document by name occurs no earlier than Hippolytus, who was 
writing between A.D. 222 and 235. 

It must have been in circulation as a collection of sayings of Jesus among the early Christian 
communes. Blomberg sums it up thus: "….. the document may have first been written as early 
as about A.D. 150, but no actual evidence permits us to push that date a century earlier as the 
Jesus Seminar does."   

Literary structure and content of the Gospel of Thomas 

This document is presented as a dialogue between Jesus and the Apostle Thomas, and contains 
114 logia - or “sayings”.  It does not give any life events such as  chronological narrative, 
genealogy,  birth story or baptism. There are no miracles mentioned nor has any mention of 
crucifixion and resurrection.  It does not talk about salvation, judgement, heaven and hell. 

For strange reasons The Gospel of Thomas does not list the canonical twelve Apostles and it 
does not use either this expression or the terms "the twelve" or "the twelve disciples." It 
mention James the Just, who is singled out ("No matter where you are you are to go to James 
the Just, for whose sake heaven and earth came into being") who was the brother of Jesus.  

 

James the just became a follower of Jesus only after the resurrection and only after Jesus met 
him as mentioned by Paul (1. Cor). The oldest surviving Christian liturgy, the Liturgy of St 
James, called him "the brother of God" (Adelphotheos).  James became the leader only after 
that. He died in AD 62.  Hence we can be sure that this sayings came into existence only after 
this date. 

Jesus mentions Simon Peter; Matthew; Thomas, who is taken aside and receives three points of 
revelation; Mary; and Salome. Evidently the random collections could not have been the result 
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of a serious effort based on research or even direct contact with the early church. This would 
lead me to suggest the author was someone not directly connected to the Jerusalem Jewish 
Christian communes; probably someone in Eddessa in the late second century. 

Richard Valantasis writes: 

“Assigning a date to the Gospel of Thomas is very complex because it is difficult to know 
precisely to what a date is being assigned. Scholars have proposed a date as early as AD 60 or 
as late as AD 140, depending upon whether the Gospel of Thomas is identified with the 
original core of sayings, or with the author's published text, or with the Greek or Coptic texts, 
or with parallels in other literature.”   

Scholars generally fall into one of two main camps: an "early camp" favoring a date for the 
"core" of between the years 50 and 100, before or approximately contemporary with the 
composition of the canonical gospels and a "late camp" favoring a date in the 2nd century, after 
composition of the canonical gospels.  

Who wrote the Gospel of Thomas? 

The introduction states: These are the hidden words that the living Jesus spoke and Didymos 
Judas Thomas wrote them down.   Didymus (Greek) and Thomas (Aramaic) both mean "twin". 
Some critical scholars suspect that this reference to the Apostle Thomas is false, and that 
therefore the true author is unknown. We actually cannot make any rational decision in this 
regard.  It is very unlikely that it was penned by Apostle Thomas 

The early church considered it spurious. In the 4th century Cyril of Jerusalem considered the 
author a disciple of Mani who was also called Thomas. Cyril stated: “Mani had three disciples: 
Thomas, Baddas and Hermas. Let no one read the Gospel according to Thomas. For he is not 
one of the twelve Apostles but one of the three wicked disciples of Mani.” 

The earliest surviving written references to the Gospel of Thomas are found in the writings of 
Hippolytus of Rome (c. 222-235) and Origen of Alexandria (c. 233). Hippolytus wrote in his 
Refutation of All Heresies 5.7.20: 

"[The Naassenes] speak...of a nature which is both hidden and revealed at the same time and 
which they call the thought-for kingdom of heaven which is in a human being. They transmit a 
tradition concerning this in the Gospel entitled "According to Thomas," which states expressly, 
"The one who seeks me will find me in children of seven years and older, for there, hidden in 
the fourteenth aeon, I am revealed."  This appears to be a reference to saying 4 of Thomas, 
although the actual wording differs significantly. 
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Origen listed the "Gospel according to Thomas" as being among the heterodox apocryphal 
gospels known to him (Hom. in Luc. 1). 

In the 4th century, Cyril of Jerusalem mentioned a "Gospel of Thomas" twice in his Catechesis: 
"The Manichæans also wrote a Gospel according to Thomas, which being tinctured with the 
fragrance of the evangelic title corrupts the souls of the simple sort."   and "Let none read the 
Gospel according to Thomas: for it is the work not of one of the twelve Apostles, but of one of 
the three wicked disciples of Manes."   

In the 4th and 5th centuries, various Church Fathers wrote that the Gospel of Thomas was 
highly valued by Mani.  

The 5th century Decretum Gelasianum includes "A Gospel attributed to Thomas which the 
Manichaean use" in its list of heretical books.    

Manichaens might have been considering it as theirs.  But there is no internal gnostic theme in 
the book itself as it appears in the documents that we have unearthed after 1600 years of 
obscurity. 

 
Is the Gospel of Thomas Gnostic? 

Many scholars consider the Gospel of Thomas to be a gnostic text, since it was found in a 
library among others, it contains Gnostic themes, and perhaps presupposes a Gnostic 
worldview.  A casual reading will lead us to  reject this interpretation, because Thomas lacks 
even the elementary cosmology of Gnosticism as described by Irenaeus of Lyons (ca. 185).  It 
is true that the collection does not mention Jesus as Christ or as Son of God.  The Gospel of 
Thomas is not really a narrative series on the life of Christ, but simply a haphazard collection of 
sayings of Jesus.  It does not even mention the basic pillars of Christian faith such as 
crucifixion, resurrection, or final judgement.  This is to be expected if this is supposed to be 
simply a random collection of quotations and sayings so as  to pick one each day from the 
promise box.   
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The document originated within a school of early Christians, even the description of Thomas as 
a "gnostic" gospel is based upon little other than the fact that it was found along with gnostic 
texts at Nag Hammadi.  
 
Christology of Thomas 
 
Even though it is not written as a scripture there are indications as to the correct Christology 
which directly contradicts the gnostic claim.  
 
GTh 28 “I stand in the midst of the world, and manifest to them as incarnate.” 
And again in revealing himself to Thomas, Jesus claimed to be the very “I am that I am” in 
GTh 13.  The fact that those were unutterable name of God in the fact that Thomas refused to 
repeat it to his colleagues. 
 
There is nothing in the content of  Gospel of Thomas which is not in the Easter Orthodox 
doctrine which can support  gnostic doctrines. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS 

 

Sayings of Our Lord 
 

 

These are the secret sayings which the living Jesus  has spoken, and  as Judas Thomas the twin  
wrote down.   
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1. Jesus says: “Whoever finds the interpretation of these sayings shall not taste death.”   

Ps 118:17, Isa 25:8, Lk 9:27, Jn 5:24/8:51 

 

2. Jesus says: “Let him who seeks, seek until he finds.  When he finds he will be troubled; and 
having been troubled he will marvel, and he will reign over All and find rest.” 

 

 

Gen 1:26, Dan 7:27, Lk 1:29/22:25-30, Rev 1:6/3:21/20:4/22:5; 
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3. Jesus says: “If those who lead you say to you: “Behold, the Kingdom of God is in the sky”, 
then the birds of the sky will precede you. If they say to you: “It is in the sea”, then the fishes 
will precede you.  But the Kingdom of God is within you and it is also out side of you. 
Whoever knows  himself shall find it; and when you know yourselves you will become known. 
You will know that you are the Sons of the Living Father. Yet if you do not know yourselves,  
then you are impoverished and you are the cause of the impoverishment.”  

 

Gen 6:2, Dt 30:11-14, Hos 1:10, Zac 12:1, Mal 2:10, Lk 11:41/17:21 

4. Jesus says: “An old man will not hesitate to ask a little child of seven days concerning the 
place of life, and he will live. For many who are first shall become last and the last shall 
become first; and they shall become an organic unity.” 

 

Gen 2:2-3, 17:12, Mt 11:25-26/18:1-6+10-14, Lk 2:21 
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5. Jesus says: Recognize what is in front of your face, and what is hidden from you shall be 
revealed to you. For there is nothing concealed which shall not be made manifest, and there is 
nothing buried that shall not be raised.    

 

Ps 16:8, Mt 10:26 

6. His Disciples ask him, saying to him: How do you want us to fast? How shall we pray? How 
shall we give alms?  What diet shall we maintain?  

 Jesus says: Do not lie, and do not practice what you hate; for everything is revealed before the 
face of the sky. For there is nothing that is concealed that shall not be made manifest,  and there 
is nothing that is covered that shall remain without being uncovered.    

Lev 19:11, Ps 139:1-16, Zac 8:16, Sir 7:13, Tobit 4:15 

7. Jesus says: Blessed is the lion which the human eats—thus the lion shall become human. 
And defiled is the human which the lion eats- when the human shall become lion.  

 

Ps 7:1-2 
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8. Jesus says: The Kingdom of God is like a wise fisherman who cast his net into the sea. He 
drew it up from the sea full of small fish. Among them he found a large good fish.  That wise 
fisherman, threw all the small fish back into the sea, he chose the large fish without hesitation.  
Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear!  

 

Mt 13:47-48 

9. Jesus says: Behold, the sower went out to sow.  He filled his hand with seed and  he scattered 
it.  Some seed fell by the road side; the birds came, they ate  them. Others fell on the rock and 
they did not take root because there was no soil, and did not sprout. And others fell among the 
thorns; the thorns choked the seed, and the worms ate them. Others fell upon the good soil; and 
it produced good fruit.  Some yielded fruit some sixty and some hundred and twenty-fold.   

 

Mt 13:18-23, Mk 4:3-9 
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10. Jesus says: I have come to cast fire upon the world-system and behold, I guard it until it is 
ablaze.  

 

Joel 2:3, Mt 3:11, Lk 12:49   

11. Jesus says: This heaven will pass away, and the one above it  will also  pass away.  And the 
dead are not made alive, and the living shall not die.  In the days when you consumed the dead, 
you transformed it to life.  When you come to dwell in the Light, what will you do? On the day 
when you were united, you became divided.   When you become divided, what will you do?  

 

I-Ki 8:27, , Rev 21:1, Ph 1:23 
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12. The Disciples say to Jesus: “We know that you will  go away from us.  Then who shall be 
the teacher over us?” 

Jesus says to them: “Wherever you are then, you shall go to James the Righteous, for whose 
sake the heaven and earth have come into existence.”  

 
Jesus and James 

Mk 6:3, Jn 7:5, Ac 1:14/12:17, Jas 1:1 

13. Jesus says to his Disciples: “Make a comparison to me, and tell me whom I resemble.”  
Simon Peter says to him: “You art like a righteous angel.” 
Matthew says to him: “You art like a wise philosopher.”  
Thomas says to him: “Oh Teacher, my mouth will not able to express whom You are like!”  

Jesus says: “I'm not your teacher, now that You have drunk, you have become inebriated from 
the bubbling spring  which I have measured out.” 

And he took him and withdrew.   He told him three words : “ahyh ashr ahyh”   (I-AM who I 
AM) 
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Now when Thomas comes to his comrades, they inquire of him: “What did Jesus say to you? “ 

Thomas says to them: “If I tell you even one of the words which he spoke to me, you will take 
up stones to cast at me and fire will come from the stones to consume you.”  

Ex 3:14, Lev 24:16, Mk 14:62, Lk 6:40, Jn 4:14/15:1  

14. Jesus says: “If you fast, you shall sin  for yourselves. And if you pray,  you shall be 
condemned. If you give alms,  you will do harm to your spirits.  When you go into any land to 
travel in the regions, if they receive you, then eat what they set before you and heal the sick 
among them. For what goes into your mouth will not defile you but rather what comes out of 
your mouth, which is what will defile you.  

 

Isa 58:6-9, Mk 7:14-23, Mt 6:1-6+16-18, Lk 18:1, Lk 10:8-9 
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15. Jesus says: “When you see him who was not born of woman, prostrate yourselves upon 
your face and worship him because he is your Father.”   

  
My Lord and My God 

Josh 5:14, Lk 17:16 

16. Jesus says: “People perhaps think that I have come to cast peace upon the world, and they 
do not know that I have come to cast conflicts upon the earth :fire, sword, war. For there shall 
be five in a house three shall be against two and two against three, the father against the son 
and the son against the father. And they shall stand alone.” 

 

Isa 66:15-16, Joel 2:30-31, Zeph 3:8, Mal 4:1 Mic 7:6, Lk 12:49-53 
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17. Jesus says: “I shall give to you what eye has not seen and what ear has not heard and what 
hand has not touched and what has not arisen in the mind of man.”    

 

Isa 64:4 

18. The Disciples say to Jesus: “Tell us how our end shall be.”  

 

Jesus says: “Have you then discovered the origin, so that you may inquire about the end?  For 
where the origin is, there shall be the end. Blessed is he who shall stand at the origin and he 
shall know the end, and he shall not taste death.”  

Isa 48:12  Lk 20:38, Jn 1:1-2,  Rev 22:13 
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 19. Jesus says: ”Blessed is he who came into being before he came into Being. If you become 
Disciples to me and heed my sayings, these stones shall be made to serve you. For you have 
five trees (senses)  in Paradise, which remain without change in summer and in winter their 
leaves do not fall.  Whoever shall know them shall not taste death.”  

 

Job 5:23, Ps 1:3 

20. The Disciples say to Jesus: “Tell us what the Kingdom of the Heavens is like.”  

 

He says to them: “It resembles a mustard seed, which is smaller than all (other) seeds, yet when 
it falls on the tilled earth, it produces a great plant and becomes shelter for the birds of the sky.”   

Mk 4:30-32 
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21. Mariam  says to Jesus: “Whom are thy Disciples like?” 

 He says: “They are like little children who are settled in a field which is not theirs.  When the 
owners of the field comes, they will say: ’Leave our field to us!’  They will take off their 
clothing in front of them in order to yield it to them and to give back the field to the owners. 

 Therefore I say, if the householder ascertains that the thief is coming, he will be alert before he 
arrives and will not allow him to dig thru into the house of his domain to carry away his 
belongings.  Yet you, beware of the origin of the world-system, gird up your loins with great 
strength lest the bandits find a way to reach you, for they will find the advantage which you 
anticipate. Let there be among you a person of awareness when the fruit ripened, he came 
quickly with his sickle in his hand, and he reaped it. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear!”   

 

Mt 24:43-44 

22. Jesus saw the infants being suckled. He said to his Disciples: “These little children who are 
being suckled are like those who enter the Kingdom of God”.  

 

They say to him: “Shall we thus by becoming little children enter the Kingdom of God?”  
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 Jesus says to them: “When you make the two one, and you make the inside like the outside and 
the outside like the inside and the above like the below, and if you make the male and female as 
a single unity so that the man will not act masculine and the woman will not act feminine. 
When you establish your eyes in the place of the eye and your hand in the place of hand and 
your foot in the place of foot (and) an image in the place of an image, then shall you enter the 
Kingdom.  

 

Mt 18:3  

23. Jesus says: “I shall choose you, one out of a thousand and two from ten thousand—and they 
shall stand, becoming a single unity.   

 

Dt 32:30, Job 33:23, Ecc 7:28 
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24. His Disciples said: “Show us the place where you are, for it is necessary for us to seek 
you.” 

He says to them: “Whoever has ears, let him hear! Within every man   there is a light, and this 
illumines the entire world. When it does not shine, there is darkness.   

 

Mt 5:14-16, Jn 13:36 

 

25. Jesus says: “Love your Brother as thy soul, protect him as the pupil of your eye.” 

 

Dt 32:10, I-Sam 18:1, Ps 17:8, Pro 7:2, Jn 13:34-35 
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26. Jesus says: “You see the mote which is in your brother's eye, but the plank that is in your 
own eye you see not. When you cast the plank out of your own eye, then you can see clearly to 
cast the mote out of thy brother's eye.”  

 

Mt 7:3-5 

27. (Jesus says:) Unless you fast from the system, you shall not find the Kingdom of God. 
Unless you keep the entire week as Sabbath, you shall not behold the Father.    

 

Mk 1:13, Jn 5:19 
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28. Jesus says: “I stand in the midst of the world, and manifest to them as incarnate.   I found 
them all intoxicated.  I found no one among them athirst in his heart. And my soul was grieved 
for the sons of men, for they are blind in their minds.  They do not see that emptiness of the 
world into which they have come into and they are destined to come forth from the world 
empty.  Now they are drunk.  But when they shake off their wine,  they change their mentality.” 

 

Job 1:21, Ecc 5:15  Isa 28:7;  Jn 1:14 

29. Jesus says: “If the flesh came into existence  because of the spirit, it is a marvel.  But  if 
spirit came into existence because of the body, it would be a marvel among marvels. But I 
myself marvel at this: how this great wealth has been placed in the midst of poverty.“  
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30. Jesus says: “Where there are three gods, they are godless. But where there is only one, I say 
that I myself am with him. Raise the stone and there you shall find me, cleave the wood and 
there am I.”  

 

31. Jesus says: “No prophet is accepted in his own village, no physician heals those who know 
him.”  

32. Jesus says: “A fortified city built upon a high mountain cannot fall nor can it be hidden.”   

 

Mt 5:14 
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33. Jesus says: “What you shall hear in your ear proclaim to other ears from your rooftops. For 
no one kindles a lamp and sets it under neither a basket nor puts it in a hidden place, but rather 
it is placed upon the lamp stand so that everyone who comes in and goes out will see its light.”  

 

Mt 5:15/10:27, Mk 4:21 

34. Jesus says: “If a blind person leads a blind person, both together falls into a pit.”  Mt 15:14 

 

35. Jesus says: “It is impossible for anyone to enter the house of the strong person to take it by 
force, unless he binds his hands—then he will be able to plunder his house.”   

 

Isa 49:24-25, Mk 3:27 
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36. Jesus says: “Be not anxious in the morning about the evening or in the evening about the 
morning, neither for your food that you shall eat nor for your garments that you shall wear. You 
are much superior to the  windflowers which neither comb wool nor spin thread. When you are 
naked, what are you wearing? Or who can increase your stature? He Himself shall give to you 
your garment.”    

 

Mt 6:25 

37. His Disciples say: “When will You appear to us, and when shall we behold thee?” 

 Jesus says: “When you take off your garments without being ashamed, and take your garments 
and place them under your feet to tread on them as the little children do—then shall you behold 
the Son of the Living-One, and you shall not fear.”  

Gen 2:25/3:7, Isa 19:2 

38. Jesus says: “Many times have you yearned to hear these sayings which I speak to you.   
You have no one else from whom to hear them. There will be days when you will seek me but 
you shall not find me.”  

Pro 1:28, S-of-S 5:6, Isa 54:8, Am 8:11-12, Lk 17:22 

39. Jesus says: “The dogmatists and the scripturalists  have received the keys of recognition, 
but they have hidden them. They did not enter, nor did they permit those to enter who wished to 
enter. Yet you—become astute as serpents and innocent as doves.”   

Mt 5:20/23:1-39, Lk 11:52; Mt 10:16 

40. Jesus says: A vine has been planted without the Father—and as it is not vigorous, it will be 
pulled up by its roots and destroyed.  
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Mt 15:13 

41. Jesus says: “Whoever has in his hand, to him shall more be given; and whoever does not 
have, from him shall be taken the little which he has.”   

Mt 13:12 

42. Jesus says: “Become transients”. 

Gen 14:13  Mt 10:1-23/28:19-20, Jn 16:28 

43. His Disciples say to him: “Who are you, that you say these things to us?” 

(Jesus says to them:) “From what I say to you, you do not recognize who I am, but rather you 
have become as those Judeans, who  love the tree but hate its fruit, or they love the fruit but 
hate the tree.”    

Mt 12:33, Jn 4:22 

44. Jesus says: “Whoever blasphemes against the Father, it shall be forgiven him; and whoever 
blasphemes against the Son, it shall be forgiven him. Yet whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him—neither on earth nor in Heaven.”   

Mk 3:28-29 

45. Jesus says: “They do not harvest grapes from thorn-trees, nor do they gather figs from a 
briar-patch—for they give no such fruit. A good person brings forth goodness out of his 
treasure; a bad person brings forth wickedness out of his evil treasure which is in his heart, and 
he speaks maliciously—for out of the abundance of the heart he brings forth wickedness.”   

I-Sam 24:13, Mt 7:16/12:34-35, Jas 3:10 

46. Jesus says: “From Adam until John the Baptist there is among those born of women none 
more exalted than John the Baptist—so that his eyes shall not be broken. Yet I have said that 
whoever among you becomes childlike shall know the Kingdom of God, and he shall be more 
exalted than John.” 

Lk 7:28 

47a. Jesus says: “A person cannot mount two horses nor stretch two bows; and a slave cannot 
serve two masters—otherwise he will honor the one and despise the other.”  
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Lk 16:13 

47b. (Jesus says:) “No person drinks vintage wine and immediately desires to drink fresh wine. 
And they do not put fresh wine into old wineskins lest they burst, and they do not put vintage 
wine into new wineskins lest it sour. They do not sew an old patch on a new garment, because 
there would cause a split” 

Job 32:19, Lk 5:36-39 

   

48. Jesus says: “If two make peace with each other in this one house, they shall say to the 
mountain: Be moved!—and it will  move.”  

Mt 17:20/18:19 
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49. Jesus says: “Blessed are the solitary and chosen—for you shall find the Kingdom. Because 
you are from the Kingdom, you shall return there.”  

Jn 16:28 

 

50. Jesus says: “If they say to you: ‘From where have you come?’, say to them: ‘We have come 
from the Light, from the place where the Light itself has come into being - from Him alone.  He 
stood and He himself manifested through their image. If they say to you: ‘Who are you?’, say: 
‘We are his Sons and we are the chosen of the Living Father.’  If they ask you: ‘What is the 
sign of your Father in you?’, say to them: ‘It is movement with repose.’   

Isa 28:12/30:15, Lk 16:8, Jn 12:36, 

 

51. His Disciples say to him: “When will the repose of the dead occur, and when will the New 
World come?” 
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 He says to them: “That which you look for has already come, but you do not recognize it. “ 

 

52. His Disciples say to him: “Twenty-four prophets proclaimed in Israel, and they all spoke 
within thee.’  

 He says to them: “You have ignored the Living-One who is facing you, and you have spoken 
only about the dead.”  

53. His Disciples say to him: “Is circumcision beneficial to us or not?’ 

He says to them: “If it were beneficial, their father would have begotten them circumcised from 
their mother. But the true spiritual circumcision has become entirely beneficial. “ 

Dt 10:6 

54. Jesus says: “Blessed are the poor, for the Kingdom  of the Heavens is yours.”    

Dt 15:11, Jas 2:5-7, Lk 6:20, Mt 5:3, Lk 6:20+24 

55. Jesus says: “Whoever does not hate his father and his mother, shall not be able to become a 
disciple of me. And whoever does not hate his brothers and his sisters, and take up his own 
cross in my way, shall not be made worthy of me.”   

Lk 14:26-27 

56. Jesus says: Whoever has recognized the world-system has found only a corpse—and 
whoever has found a corpse, of him the world is not worthy.  

Wis 13:10 
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57. Jesus says: “The Kingdom of God of the Father is like a person who has good seed. His 
enemy came by night and sowed  weed among the good seed. The man did not permit the 
workers to uproot the weed; he says to them: ‘Lest perhaps when you go forth saying: “We 
shall uproot the weed”, and you uproot the wheat unwittingly along with it.’ For on the day of 
harvest the weeds will be seen plainly—they uproot them and burn them.”  

Mt 13:24-30 

58. Jesus says: “Blessed is the person who has suffered—he has found the Life.”   

Mt 5:10-12, Jas 1:12 

59. Jesus says: “Behold the Living-One while you are alive, lest you die and seek to perceive 
him and be unable to see.”   

 

Ecc 12:1-8 

60. They see a Samaritan carrying a lamb and entering Judea. Jesus says to them: “Why is that-
one carrying the lamb?” 

 

They say to him: “So that he may kill it and eat it.”  

He says to them: “While it is alive he will not eat it, but only after he kills it and it becomes a 
corpse.”  

They say: “Otherwise he will not be able to eat it.”   
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He says to them: “You yourselves, therefore—seek a place for yourselves in repose, lest you 
become corpses and be eaten.”  

61a. Jesus says: “Two will rest on a bed— one shall die, the other shall live.”   

 

Lk 17:34 

61b. Salome says: “Who art You, man? As if sent by someone, You laid upon my bed and You 
ate from my table.” 

Jesus says to her: “I-AM he who is from equality. To me have been given the things of my 
Father.”  
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Salome says: “I’m thy Disciple.”  

Jesus says to her: “Thus I say that whenever someone equalizes he shall be filled with light, yet 
whenever he divides he shall be filled with darkness.”    

62. Jesus says: “I tell my mysteries to those who are worthy of my mysteries. What your right 
hand do, let not your left hand know.”   

Mk 4:10-12, Mt 6:3 

63. Jesus says: “There was a wealthy person who possessed much money, and he said: ‘I shall 
utilize my money so that I may sow and reap and replant, to fill my storehouses with fruit so 
that I lack nothing.’ This is what he thought in his heart—and that night he died. Whoever has 
ears, let him hear! “  

Lk 12:16-21 

64. Jesus says: “A person had guests. And when he had prepared the banquet, he sent his slave 
to summon the guests. He went to the first, he says to him: ‘My master invites thee.’ He replies: 
‘I owe some money to some merchants; they are coming to me towards evening, I shall go to 
place an order with them—I beg to be excused from the banquet.’ He went to another, he says 
to him: ‘My master has invited thee.’ He replies to him: ‘I have bought a house and they 
require me for a day, I shall have no leisure-time.’ He came to another, he says to him: ‘My 
master invites thee.’ He replies to him: ‘My friend is to be married and I shall arrange a feast; I 
shall not be able to come—I beg to be excused from the banquet.’ He went to another, he says 
to him: ‘My master invites thee.’ He replies to him: ‘I have bought a villa; I go to receive the 
rent, I shall not be able to come—I beg to be excused.’ The slave came, he said to his master: 
‘Those whom you have invited to the banquet have asked to be excused.’ The master says to 
his slave: ‘Go out to the roads, bring those whom you shall find so that they may feast.’ 
Tradesmen and merchants shall not enter the places of my Father! “ 

Ezek 27-28, Zeph 1:11, Zech 14:21, Mt 21:12-13, Lk 14:16-23, Rev 18:11-20 

65. Jesus says: “A kind person had a vineyard. He gave it out to cultivators, so that they would 
work it and he would receive its fruit from them. He sent his slave, so that the tenants would 
give to him the fruit of the vineyard. They seized his slave, they beat him—a little more and 
they would have killed him. The slave went, he told it to his master. His master said: Perhaps 
they did not recognize him. He sent another slave—the tenants beat him also. Then the owner 
sent his son. He said: Perhaps they will obey my son. Since those tenants knew that he was the 
heir of the vineyard, they seized him, they killed him. Whoever has ears, let him hear! “ 
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Mk 12:1-8 

66. Jesus says: “Show me the stone which the builders have rejected—it is the cornerstone.” 

Isa 28:16, Ps 118:22, Mt 21:42  

67. Jesus says: “Whoever knows everything but himself, lacks everything”. 

Ecc 1:13-14  

68. Jesus says: “Blessed are you when you are hated and persecuted; and you shall find no 
place there where you have been persecuted.”  

Mt 5:10-12 

69a. Jesus says: “Blessed are those who have been persecuted in their heart—they are those 
who have recognized the Father in truth.”    

69b. Jesus says: “Blessed are the hungry, for the belly of him who desires shall be filled.”   

 

70. Jesus says: “When you bring forth that which is within yourselves, it is this that will save 
you. If you do not have that within yourselves, this which you do not have within you will kill 
you.”   

Lk 11:41 

71. Jesus says: “I shall destroy this house, and no one will be able to rebuild it.”  

Mk 14:58, Jn 2:19 
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72. Someone says to him: “Tell my brothers to divide the possessions of my father with me.”  
He says to him: “Oh man, who made me a divider?” 

 He turned to his Disciples,  he says to them: “I'm not a divider, am I?”   

Lk 12:13-14 

73. Jesus says: “The harvest is indeed plentiful, but the workers are few. Beseech therefore the 
Lord of the harvest that he sends forth workers to the harvest.”   

Mt 9:37-38 

74. Jesus says: “Oh Lord, there are many around the well, yet no one in the well!”   

75. Jesus says: “There are many standing at the door, but the solitary are those who shall enter 
the Bridal-Chamber.”  

Mt 9:15/25:10 

76. Jesus says: The Kingdom of the Father is like a tradesman having merchandise, who found 
a pearl. That tradesman was wise; he sold the merchandise, he bought that single pearl for 
himself. You yourselves, seek for His treasure, which perishes not, which endures—the place 
where no moth comes near to devour nor worm ravages.”   

Ps 11:7/17:15, Mt 6:19-20/13:44-46, Lk 12:33 

77. Jesus says: “I-Am the Light above them all, I-Am the All. All came forth from me, and all 
attained to me again. Cleave wood, I myself am there; lift up the stone and there you shall find 
me.”    

Jn 8:12 

78. Jesus says: “Why did you come out to the wilderness—to see a reed shaken by the wind? 
And to see a person dressed in plush garments? Behold, your rulers and your dignitaries are 
those who are clad in plush garments, and they shall not be able to recognize the truth.”  

Mt 11:7-8 
 
79. A woman from the multitude says to him: “Blessed is the womb which bore thee, and the 
breasts which nursed thee!”  
 
He says to her: “Blessed are those who have heard the Logos  of the Father and have 
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maintained it in truth. For there shall be days when you will say: ‘Blessed are this womb which 
has not conceived and these breasts which have not nursed!’    
 
Lk 1:42/11:27-28/23:29 

80. Jesus says: “Whoever has recognized the world has found the body; yet whoever has found 
the body, of him the world is not worthy.”   

81. “Whoever has been enriched, let him become sovereign; and whoever possesses power, let 
him renounce it.    

82. Jesus says: “Whoever is close to me is close to the fire, and whoever is far from me is far 
from the Kingdom.”   

83. Jesus says: “The images are manifest to mankind, and yet the light within them is hidden. 
He shall be revealed in the imagery of the Father's light—but as yet his light conceals his 
image.”   

84. Jesus says: “When you see your reflection, you rejoice. Yet when you perceive your 
images, which have come into being from your Origin—which neither die nor represent—to 
what extent will they depend upon you?”   

85. Jesus says: “Adam came into existence from a great power and a great wealth, and yet he 
did not become worthy of you. For if he had been worthy, he would not have tasted death.”   
 
Gen 3:19 

86. Jesus says: “The foxes have their dens and the birds have their nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head for rest.”    
 
Dan 7:13-14, Mt 8:20 

87. Jesus says: “Wretched is the body which depends upon another body, and wretched is the 
soul which depends upon their being together.”   

88. Jesus says: “The angels and the prophets shall come to you, and they shall bestow upon you 
what is yours. And you yourselves, give to them what is in your hands, and say among 
yourselves: ‘On what day are they coming to receive what is theirs?’   

89. Jesus says: “Why do you wash the outside of the chalice? Do you not comprehend that He 
who creates the inside, is also He who creates the outside?”   
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Lk 11:39-41 

90. Jesus says: Come unto me, for my yoke is easy and my lordship is gentle—and you shall 
find repose for yourselves.”   
 
Mt 11:28-30 

91. They say to him: “Tell us who You are, so that we may believe in you.’   

 

 
 
He says to them: “You scrutinize the face of the sky and of the earth—yet you have not 
recognized Him who is facing you, and you do not know to inquire of Him at this moment.”   
 
Lk 12:56 

92. Jesus says: “Seek and you shall find. But those things which you asked me in those days, I 
did not tell you then. Now I wish to tell them, and you do not inquire about them.”    
 
Mt 7:7-8 

93. Jesus says: “Give not what is sacred to the dogs, lest they throw it on the dung heap. Cast 
not the pearls to the swine, lest they break them in pieces.   
 
Pro 23:9, Mt 7:6 

94. Jesus says: “Whoever seeks shall find. And whoever knocks, it shall be opened to him.”  
 
Mt 7:8 

95. Jesus says: “If you have copper-coins, do not lend at interest—but rather give them to him 
who will not repay you.”   
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Lk 6:30-36 

96. Jesus says: “The Kingdom of the Father is like a woman, who has taken a little leaven, and 
has hidden it in dough, and  she produced large loaves of it. Whoever has ears, let him hear!”    
 
Mt 13:33 

97. Jesus says: “The Kingdom of God of the Father is like a woman who is carrying a jar full of 
grain. While she was walking on a distant road, the handle of the jar broke, the grain streamed 
out behind her onto the road. She did not observe it, she had noticed no accident. When she 
arrived in her house, she set the jar down—she found it empty.”    

98. Jesus says: “The Kingdom of the Father is like someone who wishes to slay an eminent 
person. In his house he drew forth the sword, he thrust it into the wall in order to ascertain 
whether his hand would prevail. Then he slew the eminent person.”   
 
Isa 49:2, Rev1:16 

99. The Disciples say to him: “Thy brothers and thy mother are standing outside.”  

He says to them: “Those here who do the will of my Father—these are my brothers and my 
mother. It is they who shall enter the Kingdom of God of my Father.”    
 
Mk 3:31-35 

100. They showed Jesus a denarius, and they say to him: “The agents of Caesar demand taxes 
from us.”  

He says to them: “Give the things of Caesar to Caesar, give the things of God to God, and give 
to me what is mine.”  

Mt 22:16-2, Rev 13:18,I-Ki 10:14  

101. Jesus says: “Whoever does not hate his father and his mother in my way, shall not be able 
to become a Disciple of me. And whoever does not love his Father and his Mother in my way, 
shall not be able to become a Disciple to me. For my mother bore my body, yet my True 
Mother gave me the life.”   

Job 33:4, Jn 2:4, Lk 14:26 
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102. Jesus says: “Woe unto them, the dogmatists—for they are like a dog sleeping in the 
manger of oxen. For neither does he eat, nor does he allow the oxen to eat.”   

103. Jesus says: “Blessed is the person who knows in which part the thieves enter, so that he 
shall arise and collect his belongings and gird up his loins before they come in” 

Lk 12:35+39 

104. They say to him: “Come, let us pray today and let us fast!”  

Jesus says: “What then is the transgression which I have committed, or in what have I been 
vanquished? But when the Bridegroom comes forth from the Bridal-Chamber, then let them 
fast and let them pray.”  

Mk 2:19-20 

105. Jesus says: “Whoever shall acknowledge father and mother, shall be called the son of a 
harlot”  

Mt 23:8-9, Lk 14:26, Jn 8:41 

106. Jesus says: “When you make the two one, you shall become Sons of Mankind—and when 
you say to the mountain: ‘Be moved!’, it shall be moved.”   

107. Jesus says: “The Kingdom of God is like a shepherd who has 100 sheep. One of them 
went astray, which was the largest. He left the 99, he sought for that one that was lost until he 
found it. Having wearied himself, he says to that sheep: ‘I desire thee more than 99.’”  

Ezek 34:15-16, Lk 15:3-6 

108. Jesus says: “Whoever drinks from my mouth shall become like me. I myself shall become 
as he is, and the secrets shall be revealed to him.”   

Lk 6:40, Jn 4:7-15/7:37 

109. Jesus says: “The Kingdom of God is like a person who had a treasure hidden in his field 
without being aware of it. And after his death, he bequeathed it to his son. The son was not 
aware of it, he accepted that field, and he sold it. And he came who purchased it—he plows, he 
discovered the treasure. He began to lend money at interest to whomever he wished.”   

Mt 13:44 
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110. Jesus says: “Whoever has found the world and become enriched let him renounce the 
world.”   

111. Jesus says: “The sky and the earth shall be rolled up in your presence; and he who lives 
from within the Living-One shall see neither death nor fear.”  

Therefore Jesus says: “Whoever finds himself, of him the world is not worthy.”      

Isa 34:4, Lk 21:33,, Rev 6:14 

112. Jesus says: “Woe to the flesh which depends upon the soul, woe to the soul which depends 
upon the flesh!”   

113. His Disciples say to him: “When will the Kingdom of God come?” 

 Jesus says: “It shall not come by watching for it. They will not say: ‘Behold here!’ or: ‘Behold 
there!’ But rather the Kingdom of the Father is spread upon the earth, and humans do not see 
it.”     

Ps 47:7, Lk 17:20-21 

114. Simon Peter says to them: “Let Mariam depart from among us, for women are not worthy 
of the life.”   

 Jesus says: “Behold, I myself shall inspire her so that I make her male, in order that she also 
shall become a living spirit like you males.  For every female who becomes male, shall enter 
the Kingdom of God of the Heavens.) 

Pro 31:3, Ecc 7:28, Gen 3:16, Ex 18:2 
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of  
Thomas the Israelite 
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The Infancy Gospel of Thomas is a collection of titbits about the childhood 
incidences of Jesus.  We should not be calling it a gospel since it does not contain 
messages of salvation. It was part of a popular genre of biblical work, written to 
satisfy a hunger among early Christians for more miraculous and anecdotal stories 
of the childhood of Jesus. 

 

Author 

The Infancy Gospel of Thomas claims to be written by  "Thomas the Israelite" . 
There is no claim made as to who this Thomas is.  Since Thomas was a popular 
name it is  very unlikely that Apostle Thomas  have had anything to do with the 
text.  I add this in the study just because it is commonly connected with Apostle 
Thomas errorneously. 

Dating 

The first known probable quotation from its text is from Irenaeus of Lyon, ca 185, 
which sets a latest possible date of authorship. It is quite possible that such tales 
were popular and were orally transmitted soon after the resurrection and the 
miraculous growth of the church.  
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Manuscript tradition 

Scholars disagree whether the original language of the Infancy Gospel of Thomas 
was Greek or Syriac. It was probably Syriac as the center of Thomasian traditions.  
None of the surviving Greek manuscripts  date before the 13th century , while  
Syriac and  Latin versions date 5th or 6th century. There is such proliferation of 
manuscripts, translations, shortened versions, alternates and parallels through the 
Middle Ages that  we can be certain that the stories were popular in Europe 
during growth of the Roman Churches.  It is hardly heard of or talked about in the 
Thomas Churches of Kerala. 

Following forms are popular 

The Infancy Gospel of Thomas: Greek A assembled by  C. von Tischendorf 
based primarily on two Mss: Dresden A 187 and Bologna Univ. 2702, both from 
the fifteenth century      

The Infancy Gospel of Thomas: Greek B  was discovered by C. von Tischendorf 
on his famous trip to St. Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai. He published the 
text in Evangelia Apocrypha from a single manuscript: Cod. Sinai Gr 453 (fols. 
109v-113r) of the 14/15th century.   

Infancy Gospel of Thomas: Greek D 
Greek D is an expanded form of IGT that includes a prologue of the Holy 
Family’s years spent in Egypt. This form of the text was first seen in C. von 
Tischendorf’s publication of a Latin translation of IGT (Vat. lat. 4578, 14th cent.).  

Infancy Gospel of Thomas: Greek S 
Greek S is new recension of IGT based on a single Ms: Cod. Sabait. 259 (11th 
cent.).  

Infancy Gospel of Thomas Latin Form 

Theology of the Infancy Gospel 

The content of the Infancy Gospel is essentially a struggle to understand 
Incarnation in its true sense.  The question it raises is 

1. If Jesus was the son of God and was himself God, how could he be a man? 
2. Was he aware of his divinity while he was a baby 
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3. If he was human child, how did he handle the power of his Divine nature 
within his human life. 

The answers to these questions are important in understanding incarnation.  The 
essential statement of Christian Faith asserts that  Jesus was Fully God and Fully 
Man even though we have difficulty in defining what this fullness mean.  In the 
Creed of Chalcedon the early fathers rightly affirmed that Christ "must be 
acknowledged in two natures, without any commingling, or change, or division or 
separation." 

The problem again is in the understanding of the relation between God and 
Creation.  In the dualistic approach they are totally separate and distinct.  This 
would then imply that both coexist and eternal.  Though most Christians seems to 
argue this way it would be fallacy since there are things outside of God and God 
is usurping into what is no God.  This is exactly the Gnostic stand, the God we 
call God is not the real God but a fallen form of emanation from God.   

The Thomasian understanding as propounded in the theology of the Eastern 
Churches holds that the only reality to start with was God and there was nothing 
outside of God.  The creation was not outside of God.  It needed a Kenosis and 
emptying and a creation of space.  

Tzimtzum (Hebrew םוצמצ ṣimṣūm "contraction" or "constriction") is a term used 
in the kabbalistic teaching of Isaac Luria, explaining his concept that God began 
the process of creation by "contracting" his infinite light in order to allow for a 
"conceptual space" in which a finite and seemingly independent world could 
exist. This contraction, forming an "empty space" (יונפה ללח) in which creation 
could begin, is known as the Tzimtzum. 

Because the Tzimtzum results in the conceptual "space" in which the physical 
universe and free will can exist, God is often referred to as "Ha-Makom" (םוקמה 
lit. "the place", "the omnipresent") in Rabbinic literature. Relatedly, olam—the 
Hebrew word for "world" or universe—is derived from the root word םלע 
meaning "concealment". This etymology is complementary with the concept of 
Tzimtzum, in that the physical universe conceals the spiritual nature of creation. 

“Prior to Creation, there was only the infinite Or Ein Sof filling all existence. 
When it arose in G-d's Will to create worlds and emanate the emanated...He 
contracted (in Hebrew "tzimtzum") Himself in the point at the center, in the very 
center of His light. He restricted that light, distancing it to the sides surrounding 
the central point, so that there remained a void, a hollow empty space, away from 
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the central point... After this tzimtzum... He drew down from the Or Ein Sof a 
single straight line [of light] from His light surrounding [the void] from above to 
below [into the void], and it chained down descending into that void.... In the 
space of that void He emanated, created, formed and made all the worlds.”  (Etz 
Chaim, Arizal, Heichal A"K, anaf 2) 

If God does not willfully constrict and conceal himself from the creation of 
sentient and non-sentient creations, the cosmos will loose its meaning. 

 On the one hand, if the "Infinite" did not restrict itself, then nothing could 
exist—everything would be overwhelmed by God's totality. Thus 
existence requires God's transcendence, as above. 

 On the other hand, God continuously maintains the existence of, and is 
thus not absent from, the created universe. "The Divine life-force which 
brings all creatures into existence must constantly be present within 
them... were this life-force to forsake any created being for even one brief 
moment, it would revert to a state of utter nothingness, as before the 
creation..."   This understanding is supported by various biblical teachings: 
"You have made the heaven... the earth and all that is on it... and You give 
life to them all" (Nehemiah 9:6); "All the earth is filled with God's Glory" 
(Numbers 14:21); "God's Glory fills the world" (Isaiah 6:3). Creation 
therefore requires God's immanence. 

Rabbi Nachman of Breslav discusses this inherent paradox as follows: Only in the 
future will it be possible to understand the Tzimtzum that brought the 'Empty 
Space' into being, for we have to say of it two contradictory things...  the Empty 
Space came about through the Tzimtzum, where, as it were, He 'limited' His 
Godliness and contracted it from there, and it is as though in that place there is no 
Godliness...  the absolute truth is that Godliness must nevertheless be present 
there, for certainly nothing can exist without His giving it life. (Likkutei Moharan 
I, 64:1) 

So is the incarnation.  When The Word became fleshm he laid down his 
Godliness and put on the limited nature of Man. The best term is Tzimtzum.  The 
violation of these Tzimtzum principle by the baby Jesus creates havoc.  While 
they were written by well meaning Christians – they are still being written today – 
it violates the basic principle of Kenotic incarnation.  

Some of the depiction of Jesus in the infancy gospel of Thomas the Israelite often 
indicates the basic human instincts of retaliation and selfishness and that using the 
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divine powers sometimes to kill and to destroy.  It indicates a sinful nature of 
humanity after the fall whence God himself took away the divine the dimension 
of humanity and drove Adam out of the paradise.  For a while, man even though 
Sons of God, was put under the tutelage of the Angel until the fulness of time 
when man will once again take his status as sons.  In the present level of 
existence, man is incapable of handling the tremendous powers of the divine 
nature within him.  In the infant Jesus however, the story seems to indicate how 
the fallen sinful infant Jesus weilding the divine power within him irresponsibly 
without the basic Divine Nature which is supposed to be Love.  Thus the 
depiction of Jesus in the infancy gospel gives a poor understanding of incarnate 
God in Christ. 
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Here Begins the Treatise of the Boyhood of Jesus According to Thomas. 

The Latin version has these stories 

And Jesus was two years old  

Chapter 1. How Mary and Joseph Fled with Him into Egypt. 

When a commotion took place in consequence of the search made by Herod for 
our Lord Jesus Christ to kill Him, then an angel said to Joseph: 
 “Take Mary and her boy, and flee into Egypt from the face of those who seek to 
kill Him.”  

And Jesus was two years old when He went into Egypt. 

And as He was walking through a field of grain, He stretched forth His hand, and 
took of the ears, and put them over the fire, and rubbed them, and began to eat. 

And when they had come into Egypt, they received hospitality in the house of a 
certain widow, and they remained in the same place one year. 

And Jesus was in His third year 

And Jesus was in His third year.  

And seeing boys playing, He began to play with them. And He took a dried fish, 
and put it into a basin, and ordered it to move about. And it began to move about. 
And He said again to the fish:  
“Throw out your salt which you have, and walk into the water.” 

 And it so came to pass. And the neighbours, seeing what had been done, told it to 
the widow woman in whose house Mary His mother lived. And as soon as she 
heard it, she thrust them out of her house with great haste. 

Chapter 2. How a Schoolmaster Thrust Him Out of the City. 

And as Jesus was walking with Mary His mother through the middle of the city 
market-place, He looked and saw a schoolmaster teaching his scholars. And 
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behold twelve sparrows that were quarrelling fell over the wall into the bosom of 
that schoolmaster, who was teaching the boys.  

And seeing this, Jesus was very much amused, and stood still. And when that 
teacher saw Him making merry, he said to his scholars with great fury:  
“Go and bring him to me.”  

And when they had carried Him to the master, he seized Him by the ear, and said:  
”What did you see, to amuse you so much?”  

And He said to him:  
“Master, see my hand full of wheat. I showed it to them, and scattered the wheat 
among them, and they carry it out of the middle of the street where they are in 
danger; and on this account they fought among themselves to divide the wheat.”  

And Jesus did not pass from the place until it was accomplished. And this being 
done, the master began to thrust Him out of the city, along with His mother. 

 

Chapter 3. How Jesus Went Out of Egypt. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord met Mary, and said to her:  
”Take up the boy, and return into the land of the Jews, for they who sought His 
life are dead.”  

And Mary rose up with Jesus; and they proceeded into the city of Nazareth, which 
is among the possessions of her father. And when Joseph went out of Egypt after 
the death of Herod, he kept Him in the desert until there should be quietness in 
Jerusalem on the part of those who were seeking the boy's life. And he gave 
thanks to God because He had given him understanding, and because he had 
found favour in the presence of the Lord God. Amen. 
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Jesus was five years old 

 

Chapter 4. What the Lord Jesus Did in the City of Nazareth. 

It is glorious that Thomas the Israelite and apostle of the Lord gives an account 
also of the works of Jesus after He came out of Egypt into Nazareth. Understand 
all of you, my dearest brethren, what the Lord Jesus did when He was in the city 
of Nazareth; the first chapter of which is as follows:—  

And when Jesus was five years old, there fell a great rain upon the earth, and the 
boy Jesus walked up and down through it. And there was a terrible rain, and He 
collected it into a fish-pond, and ordered it by His word to become clear. And 
immediately it became so.  

Again He took of the clay which was of that fish-pond, and made of it to the 
number of twelve sparrows. And it was the Sabbath when Jesus did this among 
the boys of the Jews. And the boys of the Jews went away, and said to Joseph His 
father:  
”Behold, your son was playing along with us, and he took clay and made 
sparrows, which it was not lawful to do on the Sabbath; and he has broken it.”  

And Joseph went away to the boy Jesus, and said to Him:  
”Why have you done this, which it was not lawful to do on the Sabbath?”  

And Jesus opened His hands, and ordered the sparrows, saying:  
”Go up into the air, and fly; nobody shall kill you.” 



INFANCY GOSPEL. OF THOMAS THE ISRAELITE: M.M.NINAN 
 

 196 

 And they flew, and began to cry out, and praise God Almighty. And the Jews 
seeing what had happened, wondered, and went away and told the miracles which 
Jesus had done. 

 But a Pharisee who was with Jesus took an olive branch, and began to let the 
water out of the fountain which Jesus had made. And when Jesus saw this, He 
said to him in a rage: 
 “Thou impious and ignorant Sodomite, what harm have my works the fountains 
of water done you? Behold, you shall become like a dry tree, having neither roots, 
nor leaves, nor fruit.” 

 And immediately he dried up, and fell to the ground, and died. And his parents 
took him away dead, and reproached Joseph, saying:  
“See what your son has done; teach him to pray, and not to blaspheme.”  
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Chapter 5. How the Citizens Were Enraged Against Joseph on Account of 
the Doings of Jesus.  

 

And a few days after, as Jesus was walking through the town with Joseph, one of 
the children ran up and struck Jesus on the arm.  

And Jesus said to him:  
“So shall you not finish your journey.”  

And immediately he fell to the ground, and died. And those who saw these 
wonderful things cried out, saying:  
”Whence is that boy?” 

 And they said to Joseph: “It is not right for such a boy to be among us.”  

And Joseph went and brought Him. And they said to him:  
”Go away from this place; but if you must live with us, teach him to pray, and not 
to blaspheme: but our children have been killed.”  

Joseph called Jesus, and reproved Him, saying:  
”Why do you blaspheme? For these people who live here hate us.”  

And Jesus said:  
“I know that these words are not mine, but yours; but I will hold my tongue for 
your sake: and let them see to it in their wisdom.”  

And immediately those who were speaking against Jesus became blind. And they 
walked up and down, and said:  
”All the words which proceed from his mouth are accomplished.”  

And Joseph seeing what Jesus had done, in a fury seized Him by the ear; and 
Jesus said to Joseph in anger:  
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”It is enough for you to see me, not to touch me. For you know not who I am; but 
if you knew, you would not make me angry. And although just now I am with 
you, I was made before you.” 

Chapter 6. How Jesus Was Treated by the Schoolmaster. 

Therefore a certain man named Zacheus listened to all that Jesus was saying to 
Joseph, and in great astonishment said to himself:  
”Such a boy speaking in this way I have never seen.”  

And he went up to Joseph, and said:  
”That is an intelligent boy of yours; hand him over to me to learn his letters; and 
when he has thoroughly learned his letters, I shall teach him honourably, so that 
he may be no fool.”  

But Joseph answered and said to him:  
”No one can teach him but God alone. You do not believe that that little boy will 
be of little consequence?”  

And when Jesus heard Joseph speaking in this way, He said to Zacheus:  
”Indeed, master, whatever proceeds from my mouth is true. And before all I was 
Lord, but you are foreigners. To me has been given the glory of the ages, to you 
has been given nothing; because I am before the ages. And I know how many 
years of life you will have, and that you will be carried into exile: and my Father 
has appointed this, that you may understand that whatever proceeds from my 
mouth is true.”  

And the Jews who were standing by, and hearing the words which Jesus spoke, 
were astonished, and said:  
”We have seen such wonderful things, and heard such words from that boy, as we 
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have never heard, nor are likely to hear from any other human being—either from 
the high priests, or the masters, or the Pharisees.”  

Jesus answered and said to them:  
”Why do you wonder? Do you consider it incredible that I have spoken the truth? 
I know when both you and your fathers were born, and to tell you more, when the 
world was made: I know also who sent me to you.”  

And when the Jews heard the words which the child had spoken, they wondered, 
because that they were not able to answer. And, communing with Himself, the 
child exulted and said:  
”I have told you a proverb; and I know that you are weak and ignorant.” 

And that schoolmaster said to Joseph:  
”Bring him to me, and I shall teach him letters.” 
 And Joseph took hold of the boy Jesus, and led Him to the house of a certain 
schoolmaster, where other boys were being taught.  

Now the master in soothing words began to teach Him His letters, and wrote for 
Him the first line, which is from A to T, and began to stroke Him and teach Him. 
And that teacher struck the child on the head: and when He had received the blow, 
the child said to him:  
”I should teach you, and not you me; I know the letters which you wish to teach 
me, and I know that you are to me like vessels from which there come forth only 
sounds, and no wisdom.”  

And, beginning the line, He said the letters from A to T in full, and very fast. And 
He looked at the master, and said to him:  
”You cannot even tell us what A and B are; how do you wish to teach others? O 
hypocrite, if you know and will tell me about the A, then will I tell you about the 
B.” 

 And when that teacher began to tell about the first letter, he was unable to give 
any answer. 

 And Jesus said to Zacheus:  
“Listen to me, master; understand the first letter. See how it has two lines; 
advancing in the middle, standing still, giving, scattering, varying, threatening; 
triple intermingled with double; at the same time homogeneous, having all 
common.”  
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Hebrew Aleph 

And Zacheus, seeing that He so divided the first letter, was stupefied about the 
first letter, and about such a human being and such learning; and he cried out, and 
said:  
”Woe's me, for I am quite stupefied; I have brought disgrace upon myself through 
that child.”  

And he said to Joseph:  
”I earnestly entreat you, brother, take him away from me, because I cannot look 
upon his face, nor hear his mighty words. Because that child can tame fire and 
bridle the sea: for he was born before the ages. What womb brought him forth, or 
what mother nursed him, I know not. Oh, my friends, I am driven out of my 
senses; I have become a wretched laughing-stock. And I said that I had got a 
scholar; but he has been found to be my master. And my disgrace I cannot get 
over, because I am an old man; and what to say to him I cannot find. All I have to 
do is to fall into some grievous illness, and depart from this world; or to leave this 
town, because all have seen my disgrace. An infant has deceived me. What 
answer can I give to others, or what words can I say, because he has got the better 
of me in the first letter? I am struck dumb, O my friends and acquaintances; 
neither beginning nor end can I find of an answer to him. And now I beseech you, 
brother Joseph, take him away from me, and lead him home, because he is a 
master, or the Lord, or an angel. What to say I do not know.”  

And Jesus turned to the Jews who were with Zacheus, and said to them:  
”Let all not seeing see, and not understanding understand; let the deaf hear, and 
let those who are dead through me rise again; and those who are exalted, let me 
call to still higher things, as He who sent me to you has commanded me”  

And when Jesus ceased speaking, all who had been affected with any infirmity 
through His words were made whole. And they did not dare to speak to Him. 

Chapter 7. How Jesus Raised a Boy to Life. 

One day, when Jesus was climbing on a certain house, along with the children, He 
began to play with them. And one of the boys fell down through a back-door, and 
died immediately. And when the children saw this, they all ran away; but Jesus 
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remained in the house. And when the parents of the boy who had died had come, 
they spoke against Jesus:  
”Surely it was you who made him fall down; and they reviled Him.”  

And Jesus, coming down from the house, stood over the dead child, and with a 
loud voice called out the name of the child:  
”Sinoo, Sinoo, rise and say whether it was I that made you fall down.”  

And suddenly he rose up, and said: No, my lord. And his parents, seeing such a 
great miracle done by Jesus, glorified God, and adored Jesus. 

Chapter 8. How Jesus Healed a Boy's Foot. 

And a few days thereafter, a boy in that town was splitting wood, and struck his 
foot. And a great crowd went to him, and Jesus too went with them. And He 
touched the foot which had been hurt, and immediately it was made whole.  

And Jesus said to him:  
”Rise, and split the wood, and remember me.”  

And when the crowd saw the miracles that were done by Him, they adored Jesus, 
and said:  
”Indeed we most surely believe that You are God.” 

Jesus was six years old, 

Chapter 9. How Jesus Carried Water in a Cloak. 

And when Jesus was six years old, His mother sent Him to draw water. And when 
Jesus had come to the fountain, or to the well, there were great crowds there, and 
they broke His pitcher. And He took the cloak which He had on, and filled it with 
water, and carried it to His mother Mary. And His mother, seeing the miracles 
which Jesus had done, kissed Him, and said: O Lord, hear me, and save my son. 

Chapter 10. How Jesus Sowed Wheat. 

In the time of sowing, Joseph went out to sow wheat, and Jesus followed him. 
And when Joseph began to sow, Jesus stretched out His hand, and took as much 
wheat as He could hold in His fist, and scattered it. Joseph therefore came at 
reaping-time to reap his harvest. Jesus came also, and collected the ears which He 
had scattered, and they made a hundred pecks of the best grain; and he called the 
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poor, and the widows, and the orphans, and distributed to them the wheat which 
He had made. Joseph also took a little of the same wheat, for the blessing of Jesus 
to his house. 

Jesus was eight years old 

 

Chapter 11. How Jesus Made a Short Piece of Wood of the Same Length as a 
Longer One. 

And Jesus reached the age of eight years. Joseph was a master builder, and used 
to make ploughs and ox-yokes.  

And one day a rich man said to Joseph:  
”Master, make me a couch, both useful and beautiful”. 

 And Joseph was in distress, because the wood which he had brought for the work 
was too short. And Jesus said to him:  
“Do not be annoyed. Take hold of this piece of wood by one end, and I by the 
other; I and let us draw it out.”  

And they did so; and immediately he found it useful for that which he wished. 
And He said to Joseph: 
” Behold, do the work which you wish.”  

And Joseph, seeing what He had done, embraced Him, and said:  
”Blessed am I, because God has given me such a son.” 
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Chapter 12. How Jesus Was Handed Over to Learn His Letters. 

And Joseph, seeing that He had such favour, and that He was increasing in 
stature, thought it right to take Him to learn His letters. And he handed Him over 
to another teacher to be taught. And that teacher said to Joseph:  
”What letters do you wish me to teach that boy?”  

Joseph answered and said:  
“First teach him the Gentile letters, and then the Hebrew.”  

For the teacher knew that He was very intelligent, and willingly took Him in 
hand. And writing for Him the first line, which is A and B, he taught Him for 
some hours. But Jesus was silent, and made him no answer. Jesus said to the 
master:  
”If you are indeed a master, and if you indeed know the letters, tell me the power 
of the A, and I shall tell you the power of the B.”  

Then His master was filled with fury, and struck Him on the head. And Jesus was 
angry, and cursed him; and he suddenly fell down, and died. 

And Jesus returned home. And Joseph gave orders to Mary His mother, not to let 
Him go out of the court of his house. 
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Chapter 13. How He Was Handed Over to Another Master. 

Many days after came another teacher, a friend of Joseph, and said to him:  
”Hand him over to me, and I with much sweetness will teach him his letters.”  

And Joseph said to him:  
”If you are able, take him and teach him. May it be attended with joy.”  

When the teacher had taken Him, he went along in fear and in great firmness, and 
held Him with exultation.  

And when He had come to the teacher's house, He found a book lying there, and 
took it and opened it, and did not read what was written in the book; but opened 
His mouth, and spoke from the Holy Spirit, and taught the law. And, indeed, all 
who were standing there listened to Him attentively; and the master sat down 
beside Him, and listened to Him with pleasure, and entreated Him to teach them 
more.  

And a great crowd being gathered together, they heard all the holy teaching which 
He taught, and the choice words which came forth from the mouth of Him who, 
child as He was, spoke such things.  

And Joseph, hearing of this, was afraid, and running. ..the master, where Jesus 
was, said to Joseph:  
”Know, brother, that I have received your child to teach him or train him; but he 
is filled with much gravity and wisdom. Lo, now, take him home with joy, my 
brother; because the gravity which he has, has been given him by the Lord.”  

And Jesus, hearing the master thus speaking, became cheerful, and said:  
“Lo, now, master, you have truly said. For your sake, he who is dead shall rise 
again.” And Joseph took Him home. 

Chapter 14. How Jesus Delivered James from the Bite of a Serpent. 

And Joseph sent James to gather straw, and Jesus followed him. And while James 
was gathering the straw, a viper bit him; and he fell to the ground, as if dead from 
the poison. And Jesus seeing this, blew upon his wound; and immediately James 
was made whole, and the viper died. 
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Chapter 15. How Jesus Raised a Boy to Life. 

A few days after, a child, His neighbour, died, and his mother mourned for him 
sore. Jesus, hearing this, went and stood over the boy, and knocked upon his 
breast, and said:  
”I say to you, child, do not die, but live.”  

And immediately the child rose up. And Jesus said to the boy's mother:  
”Take your son, and give him the breast, and remember me.”  

And the crowd, seeing this miracle, said:  
”In truth, this child is from heaven; for already has he freed many souls from 
death, and he has made whole all that hope in him.” 

The scribes and Pharisees said to Mary:  
”Are you the mother of this child?”  

And Mary said: “Indeed I am.”  

And they said to her:  
”Blessed are you among women, Luke 1:28 since God has blessed the fruit of 
your womb, seeing that He has given you such a glorious child, and such a gift of 
wisdom, as we have never seen nor heard of.”  

Jesus rose up and followed His mother. 

And Mary kept in her heart all the great miracles that Jesus had done among the 
people, in healing many that were diseased. And Jesus grew in stature and 
wisdom; and all who saw Him glorified God the Father Almighty, who is blessed 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

And all these things I Thomas the Israelite have written what I have seen, and 
have recounted them to the Gentiles and to our brethren, and many other things 
done by Jesus, who was born in the land of Judah. Behold, the house of Israel has 
seen all, from the first even to the last; how great signs and wonders Jesus did 
among them, which were exceedingly good, and invisible to their father, as holy 
Scripture relates, and the prophets have borne witness to His works in all the 
peoples of Israel. And He it is who is to judge the world according to the will of 
immortality, since He is the Son of God throughout all the world. To Him is due 
all glory and honour for ever, who lives and reigns God through all ages of ages. 
Amen.. 
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When Jesus was Twelve years Old 

Greek A has this addition 

Luke ii. 39-52 

19.  And when He was twelve years old His parents went as usual to Jerusalem to 
the feast of the passover with their fellow-travellers.  And after the passover they 
were coming home again.  And while they were coming home, the child Jesus 
went back to Jerusalem.  And His parents thought that He was in the company.  
And having gone one day’s journey, they sought for Him among their relations; 
and not finding Him, they were in great grief, and turned back to the city seeking 
for Him.   

 
And after the third day they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both hearing the law and asking them questions.  And they were all 
attending to Him, and wondering that He, being a child, was shutting the mouths 
of the elders and teachers of the people, explaining the main points of the law and 
the parables of the prophets.   

 
And His mother Mary coming up, said to Him:  “Why hast thou done this to us, 
child?  Behold, we have been seeking for thee in great trouble.”  

 
And Jesus said to them:  “Why do you seek me?  Do you not know that I must be 
about my Father’s business?”  

 
And the scribes and the Pharisees said:  
 “Art thou the mother of this child?”   
 
And she said:  “I am.”   
 
And they said to her:   
“Blessed art thou among women, for God hath blessed the fruit of thy womb; for 
such glory, and such virtue and wisdom, we have neither seen nor heard ever.”   
 
And Jesus rose up, and followed His mother, and was subject to His parents.  And 
His mother observed all these things that had happened.  And Jesus advanced in 
wisdom, and stature, and grace. To whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Book of Thomas the Contender, also known more simply as the Book of Thomas, is 
another of the books of the New Testament apocrypha found among the Gnostic Books in the 
Nag Hammadi library,   in the Egyptian desert.   

The Book of Thomas the Contender may have originally been two separate works, one a 
dialogue, the other a monologue or letter.  

Gnostic content of the Book 

There is no doubt as to the Gnostic nature of the book.  The content of this work is quite 
hyperbolic and gnostic in style, in the sense of imparting a private, arcane knowledge related to 
good versus evil, and while it lacks references to the elaborate gnostic cosmology, its gnostic 
allusions to the pleroma and light versus fire clearly point to its origins.  It proposes a secret 
knowledge transmitted by Jesus to Thomas the twin, by which humans can be perfected 
through spiritual enlightenment.  There is no mention of  the atoning power of Jesus' death on 
the Cross nor on the deity status of Jesus. As such it has no contribution to the Orthodox 
theology. The physical resurrection of Jesus plays no part in this theology, for the physical 
body is seen only as the prison of the spirit. 

Asceticism 

 It is also strongly ascetic in character, especially on the question of sexual relations, which it 
condemns as procreating bodies that are no better than those of animals. 

 The dialogue can also be read as an internal conversation between Jesus and his lower 
self, Judas Thomas, the twin (contender for supremacy of the soul).  

 The New Testament's "doubting" Thomas and Judas "the betrayer" could also be 
symbolic and descriptive of this internal battle between the Christ Self and ego identity. 

Jesus and Judas 

In a more modern interpretation, the dialog can also be read as an internal conversation 
between Jesus and his "lower self," Judas Thomas, sometimes called "the Twin," who is cast as 
the "contender" for supremacy of the soul. In this view, the New Testament's "Doubting 
Thomas" and Judas, "the betrayer," could also be descriptive of an internal battle between the 
Christ Self and "ego identity." 
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John D. Turner on the Book of Thomas the Contender 
 

Composition of the Book 
 

John D. Turner describes the view of Schenke on the composition of the Book of Thomas the 
Contender (The Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 6, p. 530): 

There are presently two competing theories concerning the composition of Thom. Cont. The 
more recent one, developed by H. Schenke (1983), holds that its underlying source lay in a 
probably non-Christian Hellenistic Jewish wisdom treatise containing the above-mentioned 
doctrine pseudonymously designated as a letter from the patriarch Jacob as "the contender 
[with God] writing to the perfect." Subsequently, in the Christian orbit, this ascetic treatise was 
Christianized by the substitution of Jesus for the figure of the divine wisdom as the revelatory 
figure of the work, the addition to the title of the phrase "the Book of Thomas," and the 
attendant recasting of the whole from the genre of expository treatise into the genre of 
revelation dialogue. That is, the text was dissected into smaller expository sections placed on 
the lips of the risen Jesus; these were recast as answers to fictitious questions put to him by the 
Apostle Thomas which themselves were inserted into the text as pretexts for the ensuing 
answers of the Savior. The questions of Thomas thus presuppose and were composed on the 
basis of the answers of Jesus. For the existence of the ultimate source of the work in the form of 
an epistle of Jacob, Schenke appeals to the canonical Epistle of James, which, although it is not 
a dialogue, was considered by Arnold Meyer as an apocryphal Hellenistic Jewish epistle of 
Jacob with only superficial Christian interpolations. As an example of a similar conversion of 
an expository work into a dialogue found within the Nag Hammadi treatises, one may point to 
the Sophia of Jesus Christ, which is acknowledged to be a recasting of the non-Christian Letter 
of Eugnostos into a postresurrection dialogue between Jesus and certain trusted disciples. 

Turner describes his own theory (op. cit., v. 6, p. 530): 

The earlier theory, developed by the author of this article, began from the observation that the 
actual dialogue between Thomas and Jesus occupies only the first three fifths of the treatise 
(NHC II, 138:4-142:21), while the remaining two fifths (NHC II, 142:21-end) actually 
constitutes a long monologue of the Savior, in which Thomas no longer plays a role. This and 
the detection of a transitional editorial seam at 142:21 suggst that Thom. Cont. could have been 
compiled by a redactor from two separate works, the first three fifths from a dialogue between 
Thomas and Jesus, perhaps entiteld the "Book of Thomas the Contender Writing to the 
Perfect," and the second two fifths from a collection of sayings of the Savior gathered into a 
homiletical discourse perhaps entitled "The Hidden Words Which the Savior Spoke, Which I 
Recorded, Even I, Mathaias." A redactor later prefixed the dialogue to the sayings collection, 
prefacted the whole with the present opening lines augmented by the reference to Thomas as 
the recipient of the secret words and Mathaias as the scribe, but then appended a subscript title 
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designating Thomas as the author of the whole. In its original form, the last two fifths would 
have existed at a late and decadent reflection of the literary genre of the sayings of Jesus, in 
which the original sayings have been so expanded with interpretation that the original saying 
has been all but obliterated, leaving only vestigial Jesuanic formulas such as "Amen I say to 
you," "blessed are you who...," "woe to you," "watch and pray," and one instance of a parable 
(144:21-36). On this hypothesis, Thom. Cont. fits into a natural interpretive development of the 
sayings of Jesus: original, relatively unadulterated collections of Jesus' sayings were gradually 
collected and expanded by means of interpretive material as in Q (the Gospel Source) or the 
Gospel of Thomas, and then later embedded in a larger interpretive frame story such as a 
postresurrection dialogue or a life-of-Jesus gospel concluding with a passion or resurrection 
narrative. 

Dating of the Book 

Turner comments on dating and provenance (op. cit., v. 6, p. 529): 

The Book of Thomas the Contender is a literary expression of traditions native to Syrian Edessa 
about the Apostle Jude, surnamed Thomas, the missionary to India. It was likely composed in 
the first half of the 3d century A.D. Two products of this tradition have been dated with fair 
certainty: the Gospel of Thomas, composed ca. A.D. 50-125, and the Acts of Thomas, composed 
ca. A.D. 225. Both seem to derive from the ascetic, pre-Manichean Christianity in the Osrhoene 
(Eastern Syria, between Edessa [modern Urfu] and Messene). Thom. Cont. seems to occupy a 
median position between the Gospel and the Acts in (1) date of composition, (2) relative 
dominance of the role played by Thomas in these works, and (3) in terms of the development 
from a sayings collection preserved by Thomas (Gospel of Thomas) to an actual dialogue 
between Jesus and Thomas (The Book of Thomas the Contender) 
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THE BOOK OF THOMAS THE CONTENDER 

 

Translated by John D. Turner  

I.  
Incipit introducing the Savior, Thomas and Mathaias  

The secret words that the savior spoke to Judas Thomas which I, even I, Mathaias, wrote down, 
while I was walking, listening to them speak with one another.  

II.  
Dialogue between Thomas and the Savior 

 Ignorance versus Self-Knowledge 

The savior said, "Brother Thomas while you have time in the world, listen to me, and I will 
reveal to you the things you have pondered in your mind.  

"Now, since it has been said that you are my twin and true companion, examine yourself, and 
learn who you are, in what way you exist, and how you will come to be. Since you will be 
called my brother, it is not fitting that you be ignorant of yourself. And I know that you have 
understood, because you had already understood that I am the knowledge of the truth. So while 
you accompany me, although you are uncomprehending, you have (in fact) already come to 
know, and you will be called 'the one who knows himself'. For he who has not known himself 
has known nothing, but he who has known himself has at the same time already achieved 
knowledge about the depth of the all. So then, you, my brother Thomas, have beheld what is 
obscure to men, that is, what they ignorantly stumble against."  

Visible versus Invisible Reality 

Now Thomas said to the lord, "Therefore I beg you to tell me what I ask you before your 
ascension, and when I hear from you about the hidden things, then I can speak about them. And 
it is obvious to me that the truth is difficult to perform before men."  

The savior answered, saying, "If the things that are visible to you are obscure to you, how can 
you hear about the things that are not visible? If the deeds of the truth that are visible in the 
world are difficult for you to perform, how indeed, then, shall you perform those that pertain to 
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the exalted height and to the pleroma which are not visible? And how shall you be called 
'laborers'? In this respect you are apprentices, and have not yet received the height of 
perfection."  

Now Thomas answered and said to the savior, "Tell us about these things that you say are not 
visible, but are hidden from us."  

The savior said, "All bodies [...] the beasts are begotten [...] it is evident like [...] this, too, those 
that are above [...] things that are visible, but they are visible in their own root, and it is their 
fruit that nourishes them. But these visible bodies survive by devouring creatures similar to 
them with the result that the bodies change. Now that which changes will decay and perish, and 
has no hope of life from then on, since that body is bestial. So just as the body of the beasts 
perishes, so also will these formations perish. Do they not derive from intercourse like that of 
the beasts? If it, too derives from intercourse, how will it beget anything different from beasts? 
So, therefore, you are babes until you become perfect."  

The Illumination of the Invisible by the Savior's Light  

And Thomas answered, "Therefore I say to you, lord, that those who speak about things that are 
invisible and difficult to explain are like those who shoot their arrows at a target at night. To be 
sure, they shoot their arrows as anyone would - since they shoot at the target - but it is not 
visible. Yet when the light comes forth and hides the darkness, then the work of each will 
appear. And you, our light, enlighten, O lord."  

Jesus said, "It is in light that light exists."  

Thomas, spoke, saying, "Lord, why does this visible light that shines on behalf of men rise and 
set?"  

The savior said, "O blessed Thomas, of course this visible light shines on your behalf - not in 
order that you remain here, but rather that you might come forth - and whenever all the elect 
abandon bestiality, then this light will withdraw up to its essence, and its essence will welcome 
it, since it is a good servant."  

 The Wise Flee while the Ignorant Succumb to Bodily Passions 

Then the savior continued and said, "O unsearchable love of the light! O bitterness of the fire 
that blazes in the bodies of men and in their marrow, kindling in them night and day, and 
burning the limbs of men and making their minds become drunk and their souls become 
deranged [...] them within males and females [...] night and moving them, [...] secretly and 
visibly. For the males move [...] upon the females and the females upon the males. Therefore it 
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is said, "Everyone who seeks the truth from true wisdom will make himself wings so as to fly, 
fleeing the lust that scorches the spirits of men." And he will make himself wings to flee every 
visible spirit."  

And Thomas answered, saying, "Lord, this is exactly what I am asking you about, since I have 
understood that you are the one who is beneficial to us, as you say."  

Again the savior answered and said, "Therefore it is necessary for us to speak to you, since this 
is the doctrine of the perfect. If, now, you desire to become perfect, you shall observe these 
things; if not, your name is 'Ignorant', since it is impossible for an intelligent man to dwell with 
a fool, for the intelligent man is perfect in all wisdom. To the fool, however, the good and bad 
are the same - indeed the wise man will be nourished by the truth and (Ps. 1:3) "will be like a 
tree growing by the meandering stream" - seeing that there are some who, although having 
wings, rush upon the visible things, things that are far from the truth. For that which guides 
them, the fire, will give them an illusion of truth, and will shine on them with a perishable 
beauty, and it will imprison them in a dark sweetness and captivate them with fragrant pleasure. 
And it will blind them with insatiable lust and burn their souls and become for them like a stake 
stuck in their heart which they can never dislodge. And like a bit in the mouth, it leads them 
according to its own desire. And it has fettered them with its chains and bound all their limbs 
with the bitterness of the bondage of lust for those visible things that will decay and change and 
swerve by impulse. They have always been attracted downwards; as they are killed, they are 
assimilated to all the beasts of the perishable realm."  

Thomas answered and said, "It is obvious and has been said, 'Many are [...] those who do not 
know [...] soul.'"  

And the savior answered, saying, "Blessed is the wise man who sought after the truth, and 
when he found it, he rested upon it forever and was unafraid of those who wanted to disturb 
him."  

The Inevitable Reincarnation of Non-ascetic Christians   

Thomas answered and said, "It is beneficial for us, lord, to rest among our own?"  

The savior said, "Yes, it is useful. And it is good for you, since things visible among men will 
dissolve - for the vessel of their flesh will dissolve, and when it is brought to naught it will 
come to be among visible things, among things that are seen. And then the fire which they see 
gives them pain on account of love for the faith they formerly possessed. They will be gathered 
back to that which is visible. Moreover, those who have sight among things that are not visible, 
without the first love they will perish in the concern for this life and the scorching of the fire. 
Only a little while longer, and that which is visible will dissolve; then shapeless shades will 
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emerge, and in the midst of tombs they will forever dwell upon the corpses in pain and 
corruption of soul."  

Infernal Punishment and Reincarnation for the Merely Well-intentioned   

Thomas answered and said, "What have we to say in the face of these things? What shall we 
say to blind men? What doctrine should we express to these miserable mortals who say, "We 
came to do good and not curse," and yet claim, "Had we not been begotten in the flesh, we 
would not have known iniquity"?"  

The savior said, "Truly, as for those, do not esteem them as men, but regard them as beasts, for 
just as beasts devour one another, so also men of this sort devour one another. On the contrary, 
they are deprived of the kingdom since they love the sweetness of the fire and are servants of 
death and rush to the works of corruption. They fulfill the lust of their fathers. They will be 
thrown down to the abyss and be afflicted by the torment of the bitterness of their evil nature. 
For they will be scourged so as to make them rush backwards, whither they do not know, and 
they will recede from their limbs not patiently, but with despair. And they rejoice over [...] 
madness and derangement [...] They pursue this derangement without realizing their madness, 
thinking that they are wise. They [...] their body [...] Their mind is directed to their own selves, 
for their thought is occupied with their deeds. But it is the fire that will burn them."  

And Thomas answered and said, "Lord, what will the one thrown down to them do? For I am 
most anxious about them; many are those who fight them."  

The savior answered and said, "What is your own opinion?"  

Judas - the one called Thomas - said, "It is you, lord, whom it befits to speak, and me to listen."  

The savior replied, "Listen to what I am going to tell you and believe in the truth. That which 
sows and that which is sown will dissolve in the fire - within the fire and the water - and they 
will hide in tombs of darkness. And after a long time they shall show forth the fruit of the evil 
trees, being punished, being slain in the mouth of beasts and men at the instigation of the rains 
and winds and air and the light that shines above."  

How to Preach these Misunderstood Sayings   

Thomas replied, "You have certainly persuaded us, lord. We realize in our heart, and it is 
obvious, that this is so, and that your word is sufficient. But these words that you speak to us 
are ridiculous and contemptible to the world since they are misunderstood. So how can we go 
preach them, since we are not esteemed in the world?"  



THE BOOK OF THOMAS THE CONTENDER : M.M.NINAN 

 215 

III. Monologue of the Savior  
Secret Sayings   

The Imprisonment of the Scoffers in Hades 

The savior answered and said, "Truly I tell you that he who will listen to your word and turn 
away his face or sneer at it or smirk at these things, truly I tell you that he will be handed over 
to the ruler above who rules over all the powers as their king, and he will turn that one around 
and cast him from heaven down to the abyss, and he will be imprisoned in a narrow dark place. 
Moreover, he can neither turn nor move on account of the great depth of Tartaros and the heavy 
bitterness of Hades that is steadfast [...] them to it [...] they will not forgive [...] pursue you. 
They will hand [...] over to [...] angel Tartarouchos [...] fire pursuing them [...] fiery scourges 
that cast a shower of sparks into the face of the one who is pursued. If he flees westward, he 
finds the fire. If he turns southward, he finds it there as well. If he turns northward, the threat of 
seething fire meets him again. Nor does he find the way to the east so as to flee there and be 
saved, for he did not find it in the day he was in the body, so that he might find it in the day of 
judgment."  

  Twelve Woes against the Scoffers   

Then the savior continued, saying, "Woe to you, godless ones, who have no hope, who rely on 
things that will not happen!  

"Woe to you who hope in the flesh and in the prison that will perish! How long will you be 
oblivious? And how long will you suppose that the imperishables will perish too? Your hope is 
set upon the world, and your god is this life! You are corrupting your souls!  

"Woe to you within the fire that burns in you, for it is insatiable!  

"Woe to you because of the wheel that turns in your minds!  

"Woe to you within the grip of the burning that is in you, for it will devour your flesh openly 
and rend your souls secretly, and prepare you for your companions!  

"Woe to you, captives, for you are bound in caverns! You laugh! In mad laughter you rejoice! 
You neither realize your perdition, nor do you reflect on your circumstances, nor have you 
understood that you dwell in darkness and death! On the contrary, you are drunk with the fire 
and full of bitterness. Your mind is deranged on account of the burning that is in you, and sweet 
to you are the poison and the blows of your enemies! And the darkness rose for you like the 
light, for you surrendered your freedom for servitude! You darkened your hearts and 
surrendered your thoughts to folly, and you filled your thoughts with the smoke of the fire that 
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is in you! And your light has hidden in the cloud of [...] and the garment that is put upon you, 
you [...]. And you were seized by the hope that does not exist. And whom is it you have 
believed? Do you not know that you all dwell among those who that [...] you as though you 
[...]. You baptized your souls in the water of darkness ! You walked by your own whims!  

"Woe to you who dwell in error, heedless that the light of the sun which judges and looks down 
upon the all will circle around all things so as to enslave the enemies. You do not even notice 
the moon, how by night and day it looks down, looking at the bodies of your slaughters!  

"Woe to you who love intimacy with womankind and polluted intercourse with them! Woe to 
you in the grip of the powers of your body, for they will afflict you! Woe to you in the grip of 
the forces of the evil demons! Woe to you who beguile your limbs with fire! Who is it that will 
rain a refreshing dew on you to extinguish the mass of fire from you along with your burning? 
Who is it that will cause the sun to shine upon you to disperse the darkness in you and hide the 
darkness and polluted water?  

"The sun and the moon will give a fragrance to you together with the air and the spirit and the 
earth and the water. For if the sun does not shine upon these bodies, they will wither and perish 
just like weeds or grass. If the sun shines on them, they prevail and choke the grapevine; but if 
the grapevine prevails and shades those weeds and all the other brush growing alongside, and 
spreads and flourishes, it alone inherits the land in which it grows; and every place it has 
shaded it dominates. And when it grows up, it dominates all the land and is bountiful for its 
master, and it pleases him even more, for he would have suffered great pains on account of 
these plants until he uprooted them. But the grapevine alone removed them and choked them, 
and they died and became like the soil."  

Then Jesus continued and said to them, "Woe to you, for you did not receive the doctrine, and 
those who are [...] will labor at preaching [...]. And you are rushing into [...] will send them 
down [...] you kill them daily in order that they might rise from death.  

  Three Macarisms 

"Blessed are you who have prior knowledge of the stumbling blocks and who flee alien things.  

"Blessed are you who are reviled and not esteemed on account of the love their lord has for 
them.  

"Blessed are you who weep and are oppressed by those without hope, for you will be released 
from every bondage.  
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Pray to Exit the Body and Find Rest with the King   

"Watch and pray that you not come to be in the flesh, but rather that you come forth from the 
bondage of the bitterness of this life. And as you pray, you will find rest, for you have left 
behind the suffering and the disgrace. For when you come forth from the sufferings and 
passions of the body, you will receive rest from the good one, and you will reign with the king, 
you joined with him and he with you, from now on, for ever and ever, Amen."  

 IV. Subscript Title 
The Book of Thomas  The Contender Writing  To the Perfect  

V. Colophon 
Remember me also, my brethren,  [in] your prayers:   

Peace to the saints  and those who are spiritual. 
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APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS 

 

 

Very little of the history of the  Apocalypse of Thomas is known; the only reference to it in 
ancient writings seems to be a single citation by Jerome. Two extant versions of the 
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Apocalypse exist in Latin, the longer being a later development. Historical allusions in the long 
text suggest a fifth-century date; the text speaks of a king--a "lover of the law"--with two sons 
whose names begin with A and H .  Emperor Theodosius had two sons Arcadius and Honorius. 
Arcadius died in AD 408- Honorius in  AD 423. which gives us the probable date of the book.  
The reference to the Latin alphabet would suggest that it was the original language of 
composition. 

The longer text makes extensive use of metaphoric prophecy, similar to the canonical 
Apocalypse of John. Both texts describe how the destruction of the Earth and the raising of the 
dead will come about in  seven days, with the ultimate redemption of bodies of saints unto a 
new beginning of the Age on the eighth day.  There is nothing in the text that could be 
interpreted as Gnostic.  The entire writing is within the orthodox framework 

 

The date of writing is placed around c. 300-400 C.E. 

Prof M.R James in his notes to 1902 edition gives detailed analysis of the manuscripts and then 
states: 
None of the Latin texts seem to be complete. But we see that Wilhelm's text is a blend of two 
sorts of Apocalypse -that akin to Daniel which, under the form of prophecy, describes events 
contemporary with the author and continues them into the future: and that which is more akin 
to John and describes the signs of the end. …… 

The Apocalypse, we see, was known in England in the ninth century at least: and I think it must 
probably be regarded as the ultimate parent of a little piece which is found in innumerable 
manuscripts and has often been printed: I mean Jerome on the Fifteen Signs of the last days 
before the judgment. The beginning of this states that Jerome found it 'in the annals of the 
Hebrews'. Its popularity was very great. Illustrations of the Fifteen Signs are occasionally to be 
found in manuscripts, and I have seen them on the alabaster tablets carved at Nottingham in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, but the best-known representation of them is in a window at 
All Saints', North Street, York, …… 
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The text given below is taken   
From "The Apocryphal New Testament" 
M.R. James-Translation and Notes 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924  
 

APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS 
A. Verona fragment (eighth century) and Wilhelm's text (Munich Clm. 4585, ninth 
century).  

Here begin the epistle of the Lord unto Thomas.  

Hear thou, Thomas, the things which must come to pass in the last times:  
there shall be famine and war and earthquakes in divers places,  
snow and ice and great drought shall there be  
and many dissensions among the peoples,  
blasphemy, iniquity, envy and villainy, indolence, pride and intemperance,  
so that every man shall speak that which please him.  

And my priests shall not have peace among themselves,  
but shall sacrifice unto me with deceitful mind:  
therefore will I not look upon them.  

Then shall the priests behold  
the people departing from the house of the Lord  
and turning unto the world (?)  
and setting up (or, transgressing) landmarks in the house of God.  

And they shall claim (vindicate) for themselves  
many [things and] places that were lost  
and that shall be subject unto Caesar (?)  
as also they were aforetime: 
 giving poll-taxes of (for) the cities, even gold and silver  
and the chief men of the cities shall be condemned  
(here Verona ends: Munich continues)  
and their substance brought into the treasury of the kings,  
and they shall be filled.  
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For there shall be great disturbance throughout all the people, and death.  
The house of the Lord shall be desolate,  
and their altars shall be abhorred,  
so that spiders weave their webs therein.  
The place of holiness shall be corrupted,  
the priesthood polluted,  
distress (agony) shall increase,  
virtue shall be overcome,  
joy perish,  
and gladness depart.  

In those days evil shall abound:  
there shall be respecters of persons,  
hymns shall cease out of the house of the Lord,  
truth shall be no more,  
covetousness shall abound among the priests;  
an upright man (al. an upright priesthood) shall not be found.  

On a sudden there shall arise near the last time a king,  
a lover of the law,  
who shall hold rule not for long:  
he shall leave two sons. 
The first is named of the first letter (A, Arcadius),  
the second of the eighth (H, Honorius).  
The first shall die before the second (Arcadius died in 408- Honorius in 423).  

Thereafter shall arise two princes to oppress the nations 
 under whose hands there shall be a very great famine in the right-hand part of the east,  
so that nation shall rise up against nation  
and be driven out from their own borders.  

Again another king shall arise, a crafty man (?),  
and shall command a golden image of Caesar (?) to be made  
(al. to be worshipped in the house of God),  
wherefore (?) martyrdoms shall abound.  
Then shall faith return unto the servants of the Lord,  
and holiness shall be multiplied and distress (agony) increase.  
The mountains shall the comforted  
and shall drop down sweetness of fire from the facet,  
that the number of the saints may be accomplished.  
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After a little space there shall arise a king out of the east,  
a lover of the law,  
who shall cause all good things and necessary to abound in the house of the Lord:  
he shall show mercy unto the widows and to the needy,  
and command a royal gift to be given unto the priests:  
in his days shall be abundance of all things.  

And after that again a king shall arise in the south part of the world,  
and shall hold rule a little space:  
in whose days the treasury shall fail  
because of the wages of the Roman soldiers  
so that the substance of all the aged shall be commanded (to be taken)  
and given to the king to distribute.  

Thereafter shall be plenty of corn and wine and oil, 
 but great dearness of money,  
so that the substance of gold and silver shall be given for corn,  
and there shall be great dearth.  

At that time shall be very great rising (?) of the sea,  
so that no man shall tell news to any man.  
The kings of the earth and the princes and the captains shall be troubled,  
and no man shall speak freely (boldly).  
Grey hairs shall be seen upon boys,  
and the young (?) shall not give place unto the aged.  

After that shall arise another king, a crafty man,  
who shall hold rule for a short space:  
in whose days there shall be all manner of evils,  
even the death of the race of men from the east even unto Babylon.  
And thereafter death and famine and sword in the land of Chanaan even unto (Rome?).  
Then shall all the fountains of waters and wells boil over (?)  
and be turned into blood (or, into dust and blood). 
 The heaven shall be moved,  
the stars shall fall upon the earth,  
the sun shall be cut in half like the moon,  
and the moon shall not give her light.  
There shall be great signs and wonders in those days when Antichrist draweth near.  
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These are the signs unto them that dwell in the earth.  
In those days the pains of great travail shall come upon them.  
(al. In those days, when Antichrist now draw near, these are the signs.  
Woe unto them that dwell on the earth;  
in those days great pains of travail shall come upon them.)  
 

Woe unto them that build, for they shall not inhabit.  
Woe unto them that break up the fallow, for they shall labor without cause.  
Woe unto them that make marriages, for unto famine and need shall they beget sons.  
Woe unto them that join house to house or field to field,  
for all things shall be consumed with fire.  
Woe unto them that look not unto (?) themselves while time allow,  
for hereafter shall they be condemned for ever.  
Woe unto them that turn away from the poor when he ask.  

[Here is a break: the text goes on:]  

For I am of the high and powerful: 
 I am the Father of all.  
(al. And know ye:  
I am the Father most high:  
I am the Father of all spirits.)  

 
[This, as we shall see, is the beginning of the older(?) and shorter text, and of the 
Vienna fragment: only, in the latter, some words now unintelligible precede it: not the 
words, however, which are in Wilhelm's text. I will continue with Wilhelm.]  

These are the seven signs the ending of this world.  
There shall be in all the earth famine  
and great pestilences  
and much distress:  
then shall all men be led captive among all nations  
and shall fall by the edge of the sword.  

On the first day of the judgment  
will be a great marvel (or, the beginning shall be).  
At the third hour of the day  
shall be a great and mighty voice in the firmament of the heaven,  
and a great cloud of blood coming down out of the north,  
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and great thunderings and mighty lightnings shall follow that cloud,  
and there shall be a rain of blood upon all the earth.  
These are the signs of the first day   

And on the second day  
there shall be a great voice in the firmament of the heaven,  
and the earth shall be moved out of its place:  
and the gates of heaven shall be opened in the firmament of heaven toward the east,  
and a great power shall be sent belched) forth by the gates of heaven  
and shall cover all the heaven even until evening  
(al. and there shall be fears and tremblings in the world).  
These are the signs of the second day.  

And on the third day,  
about the second hour, shall be a voice in heaven,  
and the abysses of the earth shall utter their voice from the four corners of the world.  
The first heaven shall be rolled up like a book and shall straightway vanish.  
And because of the smoke and stench of the brimstone of the abyss  
the days shall be darkened unto the tenth hour.  
Then shall all men say:  
I think that the end draw near, that we shall perish.  
These are the signs of the third day.  

And on the fourth day  
at the first hour, the earth of the east shall speak, the abyss shall roar:  
then shall all the earth be moved by the strength of an earthquake.  
In that day shall all the idols of the heathen fall,  
and all the buildings of the earth.  
These are the signs of the fourth day.  

And on the fifth day,  
at the sixth hour, there shall be great thunderings suddenly in the heaven,  
and the powers of light and the wheel of the sun shall be caught away,  
and there shall be great darkness over the world until evening,  
and the stars shall be turned away from their ministry.  
In that day all nations shall hate the world  
and despise the life of this world.  
These are the signs of the fifth day.  

And on the sixth day  
there shall be signs in heaven.  
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At the fourth hour the firmament of heaven shall be cloven from the east unto the west.  
And the angels of the heavens shall be looking forth upon the earth the opening of the heavens. 
And all men shall see above the earth the host of the angels looking forth out of heaven.  
Then shall all men flee.  

                (Here Wilhelm's text ends abruptly.)  
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B. Bihlmeyer's text, from Munich Clm. 4563 (eleventh to twelfth century, from 
Benedictbeuren): and the Vienna fragment.  

Hear thou, O Thomas,  
for I am the Son of God the Father and I am the father of all spirits.  
Hear thou of me the signs which shall come to pass at the end of this world,  
when the end of the world shall be fulfilled  
(Vienna: that it pass away)  
before mine elect depart out of the world.  
I will tell thee that which shall come to pass openly unto men  
(or, will tell thee openly, &c.):  
but when these things shall be the princes of the angels know not,  
seeing it is now hidden from before them  
(Vienna adds: at what day the end shall be fulfilled, and some defective clauses).  

Then shall there be in the world sharings (participations) between king and king,  
and in all the earth shall be great famine great pestilences,  
and many distresses,  
and the sons of men shall be led captive among all nations  
and shall fall by the edge of the sword  
(and there shall be great commotion in the world: Vienna omits).  
Then after that when the hour of the end draw nigh  
there shall be for seven days great signs in heaven,  
and the powers of the heavens shall be moved.  

Then shall there be  
on the first day the beginning:  
at the third hour of the day a great and mighty voice in the firmament  
of heaven and a bloody cloud coming up (down, Vienna) out of the north,  
and great thunderings and mighty lightnings shall follow it,  
and it shall cover the whole heaven,  
and there shall be a rain of blood upon all the earth.  
These are the signs of the first day.  

And on the second day  
there shall be a great voice in the firmament of heaven,  
and the earth shall be moved out of its place, 
 and the gates of heaven shall be opened in the firmament of heaven toward the east,  
and the (smoke of a great fire shall break forth through the gates of heaven  
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and shall cover all the heaven until evening.  
In that day there shall be fears and great terrors in the world.  
These are the signs of the second day.  
-Vienna is defective here).  

But on the third day  
about the third hour shall be a great voice in heaven,  
and the abysses of the earth (Vienna ends) shall roar from the four corners of the world;  
the pinnacles (so) of the firmament of heaven shall be opened,  
and all the air shall be filled with pillars of smoke.  
There shall be a stench of brimstone, very evil, until the tenth hour, and men shall say:  
We think the time draw nigh that we perish.  
These are the signs of the third day.  

And on the fourth day  
at the first hour,  
from the land of the east the abyss shall melt (so) and roar.  
Then shall all the earth be shaken by the might of an earthquake.  
In that day shall the ornaments of the heathen fall,  
and all the buildings of the earth, before the might of the earthquake. 
These are the signs of the fourth day.  

But on the fifth day  
at the sixth hour,  
suddenly there shall be a great thunder in heaven,  
and the powers of light and the wheel of the sun shall be caught away (MS. opened),  
and there shall be great darkness in the world until evening,  
and the air shall be gloomy (sad) without sun or moon,  
and the stars shall cease from their ministry.  
In that day shall all nations behold as in a mirror (?) (or, behold it as sackcloth)  
and shall despise the life of this world.  
These are the signs of the fifth day.  

And on the sixth day  
at the fourth hour  
there shall be a great voice in heaven,  
and the firmament of the heaven shall be cloven from the east unto the west,  
and the angels of the heavens shall be looking forth  
upon the earth by the openings of the heavens,  
and all these that are on the earth shall behold  
the host of the angels looking forth out of heaven.  
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Then shall all men flee unto the monuments (mountains ?)  
and hide themselves from the face of the righteous angels, and say:  
Would that the earth would open and swallow us up!  
And such things shall come to pass as never were since this world was created.  

Then shall they behold me coming from above in the light of my Father  
with the power and honor of the holy angels.  
Then at my coming shall the fence of fire of paradise be done away  
-because paradise is girt round about with fire.  
And this shall be that perpetual fire that shall consume the earth  
and all the elements of the world.  

Then shall the spirits and souls of all men come forth from paradise  
and shall come upon all the earth:  
and every one of them shall go unto his own body, where it is laid up,  
and every one of them shall say: Here lie my body.  
And when the great voice of those spirits shall be heard,  
then shall there be a great earthquake over all the world,  
and by the might thereof the mountains shall be cloven from above  
and the rocks from beneath.  
Then shall every spirit return into his own vessel  
and the bodies of the saints which have fallen asleep shall arise.  

Then shall their bodies be changed  
into the image and likeness and the honor of the holy angels,  
and into the power of the image of mine holy Father.  
Then shall they be clothed with the vesture of life eternal,  
out of the cloud of light which hath never been seen in this world;  
for that cloud cometh down out of the highest realm of the heaven  
from the power of my Father.  
And that cloud shall compass about with the beauty  
thereof all the spirits that have believed in me.  

Then shall they be clothed,  
and shall be borne by the hand of the holy angels 
 like as I have told you aforetime.  
Then also shall they be lifted up into the air upon a cloud of light,  
and shall go with me rejoicing unto heaven,  
and then shall they continue in the light and honour of my Father.  
Then shall there be unto them great gladness with my Father  



APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS : M.M.NINAN 

 

 229 

and before the holy angels  
These are the signs of the sixth day.  

And on the seventh day  
at the eighth hour  
there shall be voices in the four corners of the heaven.  
And all the air shall be shaken, and filled with holy angels,  
and they shall make war among them all the day long.  
And in that day shall mine elect be sought out  
by the holy angels from the destruction of the world.  
Then shall all men see that the hour of their destruction draw near.  
These are the signs of the seventh day.  

 

And when the seven days are passed by,  
on the eighth day at the sixth hour  
there shall be a sweet and tender voice in heaven from the east.  
Then shall that angel be revealed which hath power over the holy angels:  
and all the angels shall go forth with him,  
sitting upon chariots of the clouds of mine holy Father  
(so) rejoicing and running upon the air beneath the heaven  
to deliver the elect that have believed in me.  
And they shall rejoice that the destruction of this world hath come.  

The words of the Savior unto Thomas are ended, concerning the end of this world.  
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