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THE CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING OF  

TRINITY 

M.M.Ninan 

1 
WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? 

 Before we start with the discussion we need to define exactly 
what we believe. Most Christians actually have very little 
understanding of the concept of trinity. Either they delegate it as 
mysticism which man cannot understand or as a contradiction 
which we have to tolerate.. 

The doctrine of the Trinity is simply stated is that God the Father, 
God the Son, and God   the Holy Spirit are each equally and 
eternally the one true God . The     One God exists in three 
Persons and are one in substance, as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  The word Trinity is not found in the Bible as such, but is a 
reduction from the contents of the bible which were defined 
categorically when heresy questioning the deity of Jesus arose 
by  the beginning of the third century especially the Arian 
heresy..  Except for a few new denominations all traditional 
churches are Trinitarians.  These include      Oriental and 
Eastern Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism and all the mainstream 
traditions arising from the Protestant Reformation.   

There are a few   Nontrinitarian churches which include 
Binitarianism (one deity/two persons), Unitarianism (one 
deity/one person), the Oneness belief held by certain 
Pentecostal groups.  There are also those who hold the concept 
of  Modalism, who views that the idea expressed in three forms 
are really one God who appears in three modes in his action in 
history  Just as man can be a husband, a father and a son.   
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The detailed statement of Trinitarian understanding of the church 
is given by the Athanasian Creed. This is given below:  The latin 
name is Quicumque vult which translates as “Whosoever 
wishes." Which is the starting phrase of the statement.  
Athanasian Creed was ascribed to St. Athanasius, Archbishop 
of Alexandria, who lived in the 4th century though it may have 
been of later origin. Athanasius of Alexandria (293 – 373 AD) 
is also known as St Athanasius the Great, Pope Athanasius I 
of Alexandria, and St Athanasius the Apostolic. The creed 
was attributed to Athanasius as a sign of its intense orthodoxy of 
Trinitarian belief. The oldest surviving manuscripts of the 
Athanasian creed date from the late 8th century. 

 

 

 

 



TRINITY : M. M. NINAN 

1.  What do we believe? 

 

3 

The Athanasian Creed 
(Quicumque vult) 

Base of the Nicene creed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whoever wills to be in a state of salvation, before all things 
it is necessary that he hold the catholic [apostolic/universal] faith, 
which except everyone shall have kept whole and undefiled 
without doubt he will perish eternally.  

Now the catholic faith is that we worship One God in Trinity and 
Trinity inUnity, neither confounding the Persons nor dividing the 
substance. For thereis one Person of the Father, another of the 
Son, another of the Holy Spirit  

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
is One, the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal.  

 Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Spirit; the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, and the Holy 
Spirit uncreated; the father infinite, the Son infinite, and the Holy 
Spirit infinite; the Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy 
Spirit eternal. And yet not three eternals but one eternal, as also 
not three infinites, nor three uncreated, but one uncreated, and 
one infinite. So, likewise, the Father is almighty, the Son 
almighty, and the Holy Spirit almighty; and yet not three 
almighties but one almighty.  
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So the Father is God, the Son God, and the Holy Spirit God; and 
yet not three Gods but one God. So the Father is Lord, the Son 
Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord; and yet not three Lords but one 
Lord. For like as we are compelled by Christian truth to 
acknowledge every Person by Himself to be both God and Lord; 
so are we forbidden by the catholic religion to say, there be three 
Gods or three Lords.  

The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten. The 
Son is of the Father alone, not made nor created but begotten. 
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and the Son, not made nor 
created nor begotten but proceeding. So there is one Father not 
three Fathers, one Son not three Sons, and Holy Spirit not three 
Holy Spirits. And in this Trinity there is nothing before or after, 
nothing greater or less, but the whole three Persons are co-
eternal togetherand coequal.  

So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the trinity in Unity and the 
Unity in Trinity is to be worshipped. He therefore who wills to be 
in a state of salvation, let him think thus of the Trinity.  

But it is necessary to eternal salvation that he also believe 
faithfully the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. The right faith 
therefore is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man.  

He is God of the substance of the Father begotten before the 
worlds, and He is man of the substance of His mother born in the 
world; perfect God, perfect man subsisting of a reasoning soul 
and human flesh; equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, 
inferior to the Father as touching His Manhood.  

Who although He be God and Man yet He is not two but one 
Christ; one however not by conversion of the GodHead in the 
flesh, but by taking of the Manhood in God; one altogether not by 
confusion of substance but by unity of Person. For as the 
reasoning soul and flesh is one man, so God and Man is one 
Christ.  
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Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again 
from the dead, ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand of 
the Father, from whence He shall come to judge the living and 
the dead. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their 
bodies and shall give account for their own works. And they that 
have done good shall go into life eternal, and they who indeed 
have done evil into eternal fire.  

This is the catholic faith, which except a man shall have believed 

faithfully and firmly he cannot be in a state of salvation.  

Nicean Creed 

Nicean Creed reconfirmed this in AD 325 This became 
necessary because of the Arian heresy.   

 

We believe in one God,  
 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, light from light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.   

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father [and the 
Son],  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped  
and glorified,   
who has spoken through the prophets   

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Arius (AD250 or 256 - 336) was the bishop of Alexandria,   
Around 318 AD presented a theology which questioned the deity 
of Jesus Christ. He reasoned that since the Son was begotten, 
he could not be eternal. He could not believe that the begotten 
Son could also be the pre-existing Son. He said that there had to 
be a point in time when the Son did not exist. He believed that 
Jesus was exalted over all creation, but was also himself a 
created being.  He was heavily influenced by Gnostic 
philosophies as well as Christian doctrine. He believed that God 
was not triune (three persons). He reasoned that by human 
definition, this would make God divided.  The council of Nicea 
was to counter this heresy, 
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This Trinitarian concept  can be represented graphically as 
follows. 
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TRINITY SYMBOLS 
  
Symbols are used to represent the concept of trinity. Like all 
symbols they can not be perfectly allegorical to the minute 
details.  
 
These are the simplest of all such symbols. The idea is to 
represent that the two dimensions of space produces one closed 
surface with three sides. Each side of the triangle is a projection 
of the whole onto one dimension. The minimum number of 
straight lines required to seperate a Eucledian linear plane is 
three. A circle is also often incorporated in the symbol to 
represent unity.  
 

 
 

The basic idea of these figures is the unity of God in its essence 
and the concept that each person is inseperably connected 
together in love. If one breaks, the entire structure will fall apart.  
 

 
 
These three circles form the basis of these symbols. In the first 
figure they are interwoven and exhibits the special property that 
if any one circle is broken, the entire structure will fall apart.  
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This symbol is made up of three arcs of circles to form one 
continuos boundary. They are interwoven in this case so that 
they cannot be unentangled. The figure can also be derived 
without interweaving when it will actually straighten out into a 
circle..  

 
 
There are other more complex and ancient trinitarian symbols 
such as these which are more expressive 
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 Artists however had a tougher problem  
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Two artistic expressions of Trinity:  

European and Asian 
Others who tried to express the trinity in the experiencial and 
redemptive work were more successful. 
 
One excellent example is the Trinity a stained glass window of 
David J Hetland's in Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead, 
Minnesota shown above.  The churche’s website gives the 
interpretation as follows:  
 
“Three interlocking circles frame a central cross and represent 
the members of the Holy Trinity: God the Father (the Creator 
God), God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 
At the very top, defined by three simple lines is a triple profile of 
the face of God (the Holy Trinity) is the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem (from revelation 21), golden and ordered. Within the 
largest orb are six small circles, each detailing one day of 
creation. In the center of the Creation circle is another circle, 
exactly intersected by a wooden cross that supports the entire 
window. Here ascends the crucified Christ (God the Son), the 
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colors of his skin representing the diversity of the human race 
and the inclusiveness of the gospel. 
 
He is freed from the cross, arms uplifted, eyes held in the 
sustaining, eternal gaze of his Father. From his nail-pierced hand 
flows, not blood, but a clear stream of life-giving water that falls 
into a stream at the bottom where it assumes the shape of a 
dove (God the Holy Spirit), its 

 
 
 wings become the flames of Pentecost. Twelve trees denote 
discipleship and are bent with the winds of the Spirit. An earthly 
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city, disordered and imperfect, offers a perspective on human 
discord. A pitcher, basin and towel are reminders of Christ's 
servanthood and his call for us to follow him.  
 

Trimurthi Sadasiva 
The Eternal Trinity 

The Elephanta island is located 10 km away from the Gateway of 
India at Mumbai. These caves house rock cut temples dating 
back to the 5th century CE.The central theme of the temple is 
the Eternal Trinity.  
Notice the Father God on the right side, and the Female Holy 
Spirit (Sakthi – Power) on the left with the son God at the venter.  
This is probably a Christian representation of the Thomas 
Churches which covered the entire Indian Continent in the Early 
Christian Era.  
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2 

PHILOSOPHICAL & LOGICAL REASONS  
FOR  

TRINITY 

1.  Why God should be a Unity? 

Before we go into an analysis of trinity we need to look into the 
reasons for the concept that God is a unity. There are several 
religions in the world, which declares that God is one. The basic 
declaration of the Old Testament is:  

 
"Hear O Israel the Lord your God is One God" 

(The Christian understanding of this statement will be explained 
in due course.)  Theologically the reasoning for this basic need 
runs as follows: 

First: Every effect has a cause. Thus if we go backward in the 
series we will come to a final cause, which we call God.  
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Secondly in the sovereignty hierarchy, there has to be a series 
starting at any point to another who is more powerful than the 
one preceding, leading to one omnipotent God. And if there are 
more than one holding the same power there will be constant 
warfare and conflict. Hence one of them will have to be more 
dominant than the other.  

 

Now let us examine the first reasoning. This series is an infinite 
series, which cannot be terminated without making the 
assumption that there was a cause initially which was without a 
cause. Thus God himself must be self-existent. But then this 
truncation could have been made at any point. Thus we can 
actually have three basic systems:  

1. There is only one reality (Brahman) that is self-existent 
and all the rest are its manifold variations. This is the 
famous Advaita Sidhanta for which Sankaracharya was 
the greatest proponent.  

2. Then we have the materialist who considers the only 
reality as matter and its motion and all existence are the 
derivations of this matter in relationship with each other 
and in motion. This is the Sankya School of thought of 
which the recent formulation was the dialectical 
materialism of Marx and Engels.  

3. Then there are others who considers both consciousness 
(Purusha) and nature (Prakriti) as co-eternal and 
coexistent. This is the Dvaitha School of thought.  
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The Christian argument is however that even though we can 
reason back to a monadic (single person of) Brahman,  such a 
Brahman existing in isolation even though Omnipotent, will have 
no reason to act. He is without any property because properties 
arise only in relation to others.  
 
If there are no others beside him these properties are not even 
potentially defined. Further this Nirguna Brahman (Brahman 
without properties) will have no purpose beyond himself. 
(Calvinism, which defines an Omni God therefore, has to define 
God as an egoistic, self-centered God - a concept that is directly 
in conflict with the character of God as seen in the Bible) The 
egg in mythical symbolism in all ancient religions usually 
represents this stage. Since a monadic God can have no 
purpose - because purposes are to be something which is not 
realizable within himself. So even if such a monotheistic God 
exists, he cannot initiate a creation process outside of him. We 
will then simply fall back to a Nirguna Brahman, which is totally 
inactive and purposeless, and no information of such Godhead 
can ever be obtained by us. Information on such a state of God 
will be totally inaccessible. He certainly cannot be the God of 
creation, and we will have to fall back to the God of the New Age 
and Hinduism.  
 
As regard to the hierarchical argument, the argument is based 
entirely on the human character of conflict, power and 
domination. It assumes that the more powerful will be a superior 
to the less powerful. If the revelation of Jesus is any measure of 
God's character, the principle of superiority in the heavenly 
places is just the reverse.  
 
Mk 9: 35 Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to 
be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all."  
Mk 10: 42 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that 
those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.43 Not 
so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all. 45 for even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
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The hierarchical argument is based on the fallen nature of man. 
If we can reverse the argument we will have the correct end 
point to God. God is the greatest servant of all. It is not a power 
politics but a love and service politics that characterize God. 
Instead of conflict we have cooperation and willingness to serve 
and build one another. Such a system does not lead to a 
monarchial dictator God.  
 
There is an inherent assumption in the monadic concept of God 
that God has to be simple. However this is a self-defeating 
concept. If God created what we see, he himself has to be more 
complex than us. This is very similar to the theoretical physicist's 
attempt to create a unified field theory. As we try to make the 
unified field, the theory becomes more complex. It has to be, 
because it has to resolve into the complex fields we see in 
nature. Thus God has to be a unity, while being complex within 
him, if we have a God who created the visible cosmos and all the 
consciousness therein. An organic unity is the solution to this 
enigma.  
 
As we can see, none of these arguments necessitates a simple 
unitary monadic God. In fact we shall show that such a God 
cannot exist in reality.   Unity is necessary, but not in one person, 
but in the unity of essence and personality.  They should be 
acting as one organism with one will and one purpose.  This is 
provided by the Trinitarian concept.  When love is the essential 
character, especially a self sacrificing love, the unity is inherent.  
That is exactly how God is presented in the New Testament. 
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2. Mathematical Reason 
 
Consider a point. A point has no length, breadth or height by 
definition. It cannot obviously exist in reality; it can only exist as 
an imaginary object. This is because existence means existence 
in dimension, and space happens to have three dimensions. 
Unless the point has extensions in all the three dimensions it 
cannot be said to be existing.  
This is a mathematical point  
You cannot see it because it has no length, breadth or height.  
But this is a point in reality .  
It is a real point existing in space and time because it has 
extensions. We can reduce the length and breadth and height to 
an infinitesimal size, but never to zero. You can extend this 
concept to one two dimension and three dimension.  For 
example  
This is a line.   
But you cant see it because it has no thickness.  But this you can 
see. 
What exactly is the difference between the two? There is an area 
of uncertainty in position in every dimension.  
 
The argument can be carried over to God. Whatever dimensions 
God exist. (He has to exist in an infinite dimension to be the 
Omni we define him to be. We cannot limit God in material 
dimension alone. But God must have a material dimension into 
which he extends himself in order to act within cosmos. He 
extends himself in time in order that he can act in history.  
 
Of course God may be existing in other dimensions where he 
has extensions pertaining to that dimension. Then for that being 
to break into the coarse existence it will have to go through the 
singularity point of existence which we call point and comes into 
existence in all the three dimensions. Similarly God has to break 
into time at a singularity point to act in history.  
 
Just as a point cannot exist in reality a monadic God cannot exist 
in our real world or in any real world whatever dimension it may 
be as an entity. It needs extensions and uncertainty in its 
properties. A monadic God is an imaginary God, an abstraction. 
It is essentially a singularity of which we cannot guess or know. 
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The only God we can know must be a real non-singular God. 
God has to be complexity within him.  
 
3. Scientific reason 
 
Consider a single particle (in Physics terms) before everything. 
Will that particle be White? Black? Good? Evil? We cannot 
assign any property to it. In other words a single particle or an 
element alone cannot exist by itself. Properties are defined in 
terms of relationships. There has to be at least two particles to 
define a relationship. The same applied to God. God has to be 
complex within him in order that he may have property and be 
active.  

 

If you could look at any object through a powerful microscope, 
you'd see that it is made of of many different molecules.  Each 
molecule is made of regular ring-like objects.  atoms of carbon, 
oxygen and hydrogen   . If we could somehow magnify them 
further we could see the structure within each atom – electrons, 
protons and neutrons.  .  

For many years we thought that was the end of it.   
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Electrons are thought to be "elementary" - not made up of more 
basic constituents  
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But physicists have confirmed in the past 30 years that electrons 
and protons and neutrons are made up of yet smaller particles: 
"quarks". Here we are down to the unimaginable scale of 10-15 of 
a centimetre.  They have to be of different colors and flavors if it 
has to explain the properties that we can see.  Quarks and 
electrons themselves are built out of strings some of which are 
open and some closed.  

Why?  Because we want to build into them complex vibrational 
levels to account for various quarks.   Without internal complex 
structures they wont be able to generate the complexity of the 
macro world. Objects, molecules, atoms etc have properties 
because they are complex within themselves.  

Scientifically therefore it will not make sense to talk about a 
monad God existing before anything. Such a God cannot have 
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any properties and is nonexistent for all purposes. So a real God 
will have to coexistent with a complex structure within himself 
which gives God his characteristics.  
 
 4. Argument From Person 
 
 Now we go a step further. God is the first cause of all creation.  
Creation implies purpose. God had and/or has a purpose. 
Purpose implies Personality. We therefore consider God as the 
first cause - not a principle- not a Force but as a person.  
 
The very fact that God wants to create implies something 
desirable outside of him. If we define God as self-existent, 
omnipotent and complete in every way there is nothing outside of 
God, which he can desire or want. So God cannot be the creator 
God and be a unique single person.  
 
Again we will have a problem defining the concept of Person. 
  
Person is something, which has a direction and purpose. This 
property is usually termed as Freedom of will. A person will have 
freedom of will. He can make choices. Making choices implies 
that he can make a choice either A or B. If he is all knowing 
(Omniscient), he knows what he is going to choose at every 
step. Then he himself is predestined and therefore has no 
freedom to choose. So if we want a free Omnipotent Person as 
God, this property of omniscience cannot be resident on one 
person. God cannot be a single person and be a sovereign. 
Omniscience and Sovereignty cannot go together. They are 
mutually exclusive if they reside in one person. This problem is 
solved if we assume plurality of persons in Godhead in exactly 
the same way Christianity define trinity - each independent 
person with an organic unity forming One God.  
 
If God contains three persons, and if they have the same 
purpose and and are united as an organic unity, their nature has 
to be Love.  Jesus used this argument when he was accused of 
driving the evil spirit by the power of Beelzeboob.  
 
Mark 3:22-26  And the teachers of the law who came down from 
Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub ! By the prince 
of demons he is driving out demons."   So Jesus called them and 
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spoke to them in parables: "How can Satan drive out Satan?  If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  If a 
house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.  And if 
Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end 
has come.  
 
So the nature of this organic unity is love within,  and the nature 
of love is extenisive and desires to love.  This gives the purpose 
of creation.  
 
5. Argument from the  Uncertainty Principle   
   
Uncertainty in position gives rise to real objects. Black bodies 
have been a typical example of concentration of matter and 
energy and power. They represent in nature the properties of 
God to some extent. They have singularities at the center, which 
is beyond observation. No information of the properties beyond 
the event horizon can be obtained. The event horizon marks the 
uncertainty of the black hole’s singularity. Then again the 
property of the black hole can be known only in terms of the 
behavior of objects near the event horizon. Incidentally the only 
properties that we know of the black hole are mass, charge, and 
angular momentum. Only eternal black hole is the one with no 
mass. They can never be known in anyway. They simply exist 
because of it zero-point energy. This corresponds to the Nirguna 
Brahman or the Monadic God.  The only reality that we can know 
of is the event horizon which is the trinity whch forms the one 
true God that can be known.  
 
6. Argument from the concept of  Brahman and Aum 
 
Indian sages understood this impossibility of an active 
participating, creating God. The Indian term for God is Brahman. 
(Not Brahmaav who is one of the trinity) Brahman is pure 
consciousness. He is Sat, Chit and Ananda. He lacks nothing, he 
is Sophia and he is bliss. In this bliss, or laya,  Brahman remains 
inactive. He cannot be described. You cannot ascribe any 
property to God. Is God good? No because good and evil are 
defined in terms of God’s character. Is he white, black, and 
sweet. We have to say no for every question that we may ask. It 
also includes Does Brahman exist? No, because he is beyond 
existence. This is what our sages called Nirguna Brahman - 
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Brahman without any guna - any properties. In fact properties 
arise only in relationship. If the Brahman has to become active 
he has to be community of real persons. Thus saguna Brahman 
consists of a Trimurthi - three persons. According to vedas this 
creation began with the Omkaram the creative vibratory word 
being spoken. 
 
In this approach the Trinitarian aspect  appears within the wider 
aspect of God who is not known to us because of the limited 
revelation we have.  In fact we can never know God in His 
fullness.   A representation of this will be as follows. 
 

 
 I have drawn a dark circle to indicate the unknown 
incomprehensible God.  God is more than what we have known.  
We now know in part.  We will be able to know much more as we 
mature and become part of the consonant part of the Body of 
Christ.   
 
1Co 13:12  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even 
as I have been fully understood.  
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 A part of his nature is known to us in the persons of God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  They naturally act 
in unison even though we know they have their special 
personalities and functions. Are there other personalities within 
the Godhead?  We do not know because the revelation we have 
is limited.  How did God create to start with?  Where did he 
create since there was nothing “outside” God.     
 
The common practice is to include the unknown part in the 
Person of the Father .  
 

 
 
The word Aum which consists of three syllables A - U - M ending 
in resonating silence is used as the picture representing what I 
have just drawn. Three persons embedded in one Godhead who 
is beyond all.  When St.Thomas came to  India, he introduced 
this AUM as the representation of Word becoming flesh,  The 
AUM appeared in the Hindu teachings only after the fourth 
century AD. This symbol (in Tamil the language of the South 
India when Thomas came to India) can be found in the ancient 
churches even today. The Mavelikara "old" church has Om 
written at its entrance even today. But then the similarity ends 
because the Trimurthy of Brahma-vishnu-Maheswara are a far 
cry from the concept of God.  
 
In fact the trinity concept which Thomas introduced still lingers 
within the myth and legends of the Indian art and representation 
of God.  Though it got mixed with local mythology and gods we 
can still see the One God in three persons.  One such instance is 
the figure of Jagnnath which actually means “the Lord of the 
Universe” 
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Here is the representation of the Trimurthi – the black Father 
Jagannath (Right) who still not fully comprehensible.  The White 
knowable  person Balabhadra (Left) and the female Energy 
Subhadra (Center).  And below that is the Jagnath – the Lord of 
the Universe as represented by the villagers who worship him as 
unity within trinity.  Lord Jagannath was originally called 
"Purushottama" – the Supreme Person . 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

The two large eyes indicates the the consciousness of the 
Brahman who emerge from the dark whole,    Aum is the Word of 
God which emanates from the Mouth of God and the human 
figure that creates the universe. In this figure even the creation in 
engulfed within the Brahman.  Thus even created cosmos part 
take of the divinity, though it is in essence not God.  Look at the 
figure of Tamil Aum which also tries to represent the Trinity. 
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They are distinct Gods. In spite of the perversions in myths and 
common religions. The Shiva Sindhanta carried this concept to a 
greater extent. The question of sovereignty requires one God as 
the Supreme Being. In the Purana the inquirer  therefore asks 
God," "O you three Lords!, know that I recognize only one God. 
Inform me, therefore, which of you is the true divinity that I may 
address to him alone my vows and adorations."  
 
The Hindu Trinity today consists of Brahma, the Creator, Vishnu, 
the incarnate sustainer and Siva the destroyer. The three Gods, 
Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, replied, "Learn, O devotee, that there 
is no real distinction between us. What to you appears such is 
only by semblance. The single being appears under three forms 
by the acts of creation, preservation and destruction, but he is 
one."  
 
The thrimurthy of Hinduism consists of three fallen beings. They 
are selfish, they fight each other and hindu cosmos is the result 
of this evergrowing conflict between the three persons. Hindu 
Trimurthy is a dialectical God. God with contradictions within. It is 
a coherent philosophy as long as the whole universe is Brahman 
(Advaitic) himself and not its creation. The problem of fall and 
redemption does not arise as long as God himself is the creator 
of the fall and the enjoyer of the result. It is only a game of God.  
 
Hinduism when it emerged out of St.Thomas Christianity did start 
with a trinity Brahma (Pita – Father, Creator), Vishnu (God of 
heavens), Siva (one who sacrificed for the creation to be saved),  
However when the Gnostics took over (just as the New Age is 
taking over many Church goers) the trinity began to fight with 
each other according to their own myths and ceased to exist as a 
unified trinity.  Even today Vaishnavites and Saivites still fight 
over whose god is superior, and who is Supreme Personality.  
The reason is simple.  They were created into the image on the 
principle of power to create a hierarchy. And the power struggle 
will never cease. 
 
7.  Christian Trinity 
 
Christianity offers a different picture. The trinity is forming one 
organic unity - one in essence. There is no conflict between the 
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three persons within the Godhead. Therefore if ever God is to be 
described it can only be as "God is Love".  
Love is the character of God because there is a trinity in 
godhead. Cosmos for Christians is the interplay of this love of 
God in action. They work together. But each has a personality of 
its own and sphere of its own. There are areas where each 
person in the godhead acts independently.  
Mat 24: 36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
Act 1: 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by his own authority.  
In this concept God has the uncertainty to be personalities with 
each complementing the other to produce a complex organic 
unity. This organic unity becomes God with the character of love 
that binds them together so that each serves the other eternally. 
The competition within them is simply how one can best serve 
the other. The Christian God differs from the monadic God of 
Islam and Judaism in that "God is Love". It is this that 
differentiated the revelation and teaching of Jesus from that of 
Moses. Mohammed evidently could not understand this in the 
midst of his conflicting war infested time. Both these therefore 
naturally projects a God of War, Judgment and Punishment. At 
best this God can be merciful at his whim and fancy. Jehovah 
Witness and even Calvinism depicts such a picture because of 
their emphasis on sovereignty within one person. 
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My Personal Beliefs 

I believe in a Triune God - One God as an organic unity of three 
persons. Because God has a personality, God has purposes and 
plans and will. God has choices and is not bound to take any 
particular choice. This is what gives God Omnipotence and this 
is real sovereignty. Because God is self-existent, God's essence 
is Love. That is the only way an existence could be same 
yesterday, today and forever. There are no conflicts within the 
God's persons. Are there more than three persons in the God 
head? I don't know. Ask God.  

I do believe that God has created other persons as images of 
God in material and immaterial universes. Because they are 
created as image of God's personality, these consciousness has 
their own personalities and free will, just as God's. It is God's 
desire that these personalities may be One as God is One rooted 
and anchored in love. Bliss comes when this is attained. This is 
the ultimate Ananda and Nirvana. But when the personal will is 
aligned with the will of God a partial pre-taste of this Ananda can 
be experienced here and now.   

I do believe that our Creator allows for randomness - which is the 
essence of choice He allows variableness in nature which will 
allow Intelligence to choose from these alternatives. Without 
alternatives there is no choice. Personalities can act against any 
compelling choice to act against constraints within given 
parameters of the universe because these personalities exists in 
many different dimensions of existences. This is free will. I 
believe we have Free Will. But its exercise is dependant on 
conditions, on circumstances, on constraints of life, on time.  
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 3 

ELOHIM  EHAD 

Monotheistic emphasis of the Old Testament is based on the 
Shema of Deut 6:4 

 
HEAR O ISRAEL,  WE I AM GODS ARE  ONE 

This is the exact translation of the Shema. 

ELOHIM  

The very first verse in the Bible begins with the word Elohim as 
God which is plural in usage. The Shema also uses the same 
word. The use of the plural 'Elohim' for God,  instead of the 
singular 'El' has remained a problem all through history..  

This has been generally explained as a 'plural of majesty' or 
'singular of intensity'. In most cultures Kings and Religious 
authorities do use the plural in denoting themself. This is not to 
imply that they are a complex beings in themselves, but that they 
represent many. Kings are representatives of people and Priests 
are representatives of believers before God. So when they speak 
on that capacity the plurals are used. But we cannot justify God 
in using the plural term while revealing himself to his creation. 
God is not representing the creation nor creatures, unless we 
support the Advaitic thought.    

The word for God in the singular sense is El which is used most 
often in describing Gods characteristics or attributes such as El 
Elyon, El Shaddai etc.  
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EHAD  

 

The word used in the shema for "one"  again denotes a 
"composite unity". There are two words for 'one' in Biblical 
Hebrew:  'Ehad' indicating a composite unity i.e. one made up of 
many parts,  and "yahidh" indicating a strictly monistic oneness.  
Yahidh is never used in the Old Testament to indicate the 
oneness of God indicating that the revelation negates a numeric 
oneness of God. 

 
YAHIDH 

Shema however do not use the former indicating plurality within 
the unity.  

This is again upheld by checking with other passages where 
ehad is used.   

Gen 2.24--the man and his wife will be one (ehad) flesh.  
 

Man and women are certainly two persons with two seperate 
bodies and here they become one (ehad) flesh.  

In this connection in Greek the unity of Man and wife is given by 
the word  “hen” in  Mat  19:5.  

Mat 19:5  And He said, "For this reason a man shall leave father 
and mother, and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh." Gen. 2:24  (LITV) 
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The same word hen is used in Mark 12:29 where Jesus quotes 
the shema 

 
hen = “they are one” 

 
Mar 12:29  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the 
commandments is: "Hear, Israel. The Lord our God is one Lord,  

 

It clearly indicates that both refers to unity in plurality. 

Ex 26:6, 11--the fifty gold clasps are used to hold the curtains 
together so that the tent would be a unit (ehad).  

Here we have several distinct curtains forming a unit of one tent 
using fifty gold clasp.  

2 Samuel 2:25--many soldiers made themselves into 'one group' 
(ehad).  The army is a unity consisting of many soldiers.  

Gen 34:16 --the men of Shechem suggest intermarriage with 
Jacob's children in order to become 'one(ehad) people'. Here 
two communities join together to form one people.  

Joshua 9.2  the western kings agree to fight Joshua as "one 
(ehad)  force"  

Josh 10.42  "All these kings and their lands Joshua conquered in 
one (ehad) campaign"  

Ex 24.3 --"Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the 
words of the Lord and all the ordinances; and all the people 
answered with one (ehad) voice, and said….” 
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2 Chr 5.12- 13 "and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, 
Jeduthun, and their sons and kinsmen,…,   blowing trumpets in 
unison when the trumpeters and the singers were to make 
themselves heard with one (ehad) voice to praise and to glorify 
the Lord"  

Gen 11.6--"And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one (ehad) 
people, and they all have the same language."  

In these contexts the statement of Shema is an assertion of unity 
of Godhead amidst plurality and not the other way round.  

 Then we have usage of "us" when god speaks in the passages 
Gen 1.26, 3:22, 11.7; Is 6.8.  

Gen 1.26: Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness, 

Notice "Us" enhanced and supported by "Our"   Man is created 
in God's likeness.  How was this likeness reflected in man? This 
is stated in:         

Gen 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. 

Male and female persons is the image of God.  Male and Female 
are two different persons.  God's image is that these two are 
one.  Only at the fall of man this image was broken when male 
and female asserted their seperateness and domination of one 
over the other came into existence.  As Adam represents the 
completeness of man (Adam means mankind), Adam within 
himself was both male and female forming the Unity.  It was this 
unity that was seperated by God at the seperation of Eve.  Only 
after the seperation was creation possible. It is the plurality within 
the God head that is the start of all creaton.  Until then God was 
inactive and simply self-existed.  That is why the Gen 1:1 
emphasizes the Elohim God.  And we do see the three persons 
of Trinity at the creation right at verse. 
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Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters.3 And God said, (The Word of God)  

 Rabbi's recognized that Gen 1.26 was a support for  the plurality 
of God.  

In the Midrash Rabbah on Genesis; Rabbi Samuel bar Nahman 
in the name of Rabbi Jonathan says that, that at the time when 
Moses wrote the Torah he was writing a portion of it daily.  But 
 when he came to this verse which says, "And Elohim said let us 
make man in our image after our likeness," Moses said, Master 
of the Universe why do you give an excuse to the sectarians to 
emphazise plurality within you?    God answered to  Moses, "You 
write and whoever wants to err let him err."  In other words, 
Moses was particularly instructed to maintain this plurality form 
specifically.  If that is the case, who is actually erring from the 
truth?   

On the word Elohim, Simeon ben Joachi says: “Come and see 
the mystery of the word Elohim. There are three degrees, and 
each degree is by itself alone, and yet they are all one, and 
joined together in one, and are not divided from each other.” 

Then when we come to the story of fall: 

Gen 3.22: And the LORD God said, "The man has now become 
like one of us, 

The problem here is again the plural use of "us".  To whom is 
God speaking.  If the plurality was a monistic oneness, there is 
no one else God could identify as us.  The sentence clearly 
defines a God class or God community.  Again unless we 
assume a Gnostic God, we have no  other choice than to fall 
back to a plural organically united God.    

The same usage  again appear in :  
 
Gen 11.7: Come, let us go down and confuse their language  
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and in  
 
Is 6.8: Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I 
send? And who will go for us?"  

Thus the plural name Elohim and the possibility of multiple 
personality within the class of Elohim are probably implied. God 
(the Unknowble – Nirguna Brahman) being totally other we 
cannot know the essence of God or his nature in their absolute. 
Yet the knowable God (God who can be known or experienced 
nevertheless imperfectly – the Saguna Brahman) has graciously 
revealed himself to us and that is all what we know of God. So 
for confirmation of Trinity - three persons in one Essence we 
need to look into the revelation of God in history. This is what we 
attempt in the next two chapters. 

Evidently the Old Testament references points to a plurality 
within the unity of God.  But to identify the Trinity in the form of 
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit we will have look more in detail 
and are scattered with hints only.  The full revelation came only 
with Christ. 

A more elaborate word study on the  echad, Yachid  and bad in 

Hebrew and on hen and monos in Greek  is given by Steve Rudd 

at http://www.bible.ca/trinity/trinity-oneness-unity-yachid-vs-
echad.htm 

God identified as "the Father" in the Old Testament 

Deu 32:6 Do you thus requite Yahweh, foolish people and 
unwise? Isn't he your father who has bought you? He has made 
you, and established you.    

Isa 63:16  For you are our Father, though Abraham doesn't know 
us, and Israel does not acknowledge us: you, Yahweh, are our 
Father; our Redeemer from everlasting is your name. 

Isa 64:8  But now, Yahweh, you are our Father; we are the clay, 
and you our potter; and we all are the work of your hand. 
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 Mal 2:10  Don't we all have one father? Hasn't one God created 
us? 

The idea of God as father and creator of all living is immanent in 
all religions.  So this is nothing new in Judae-Christian religions.  

God  as "the Son" in the Old Testament 

But the concept of God as Son is inherent only in religions that 
has the concept of incarnation.  Judaism in its orthodox form did 
not accept this idea.  God annointed people to act for him.  This 
is the concept of Christ.  But occasionally Christ is presented as 
God thus we get God as Son.  This is seen therefore only in the 
Messianic prophecies. 

Jewish Messianic Interpretations of Psalm 2  prophetically 
describes the Lord's "Anointed One" In verse 7 it declares   "You 
are my Son, today I have become your Father."  Verse 12 orders 

the mankind to "Kiss the Son."  Hebrew word for son be�n is 

used in 2:7, while  Chaldean word   bar is used in 2:12    
Evidently this psalm denotes a Father Son relationship between 
God and the Messiah, who as the Son would be the heir  to the 
Kingdom of God the Father.  

However Isaiah’s prophecy makes the identification of the Son 
Incarnate as God himself.  

"Is.9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And 
the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace."  

Thus a Son who will be born at a particular point in history   is 
also Mighty God, and the Everlasting Father  

The concept of the Son of Man which Jesus repeatedly claimed 
is explicit in Daniel chapter seven where it is a prophecy of the 
Mesiah  
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Dan 7:13-14   I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the 
clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he 
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And 
to him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.  

At the time of the trial, Jesus claimed these prophecies as 
referring to him.  The High Priest understood the significance 
immediately as a blasphemy.  If Jesus was simply claiming 
himself as the Son of God simply as anointed (Christ), it would 
not be a blasphemy. 

Mat 26:62 -66  And the high priest stood up and said, "Have you 
no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against 
you?"  
 
But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him, "I adjure 
you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of 
God."  
 
Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, hereafter 
you will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of Power, 
and coming on the clouds of heaven."  
 
Then the high priest tore his robes, and said, "He has uttered 
blasphemy. Why do we still need witnesses? You have now 
heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?"  
 
They answered, "He deserves death."  

Apart from the theophanies which we will discuss later there are 
references to duality in the Godhead in some passages – two 
Lords and part of God. 

Genesis 19:24  "Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven,"  
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Notice two Lords.  One who rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 
which evidently is the Lord who walked with Abraham to looking 
over the cities.  But the fire came from the Lord out of heaven. 

Psalm 45:6-7 "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A 
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have 
loved righteousness and hated wickedness; Therefore God, 
Your God, has anointed You With the oil of joy above Your 
fellows. "  

Here God who is God’s God has anointed Him.  One to whom 
the psalm is addressed and the one who is anointed is anointed 
by another person.  Evidently the one who is anointed here 
refers to Christ. 

Isaiah 48:16   Draw near to me, hear this: from the beginning I 
have not spoken in secret, from the time it came to be I have 
been there." And now the Lord GOD has sent me and his 
Spirit.  
 
Here we see three persons: the Lord God who has sent, the one 
who was sent and his Spirit. 
  
Hosea 1:7 "But I will have compassion on the house of Judah 
and deliver them by Yahweh their God, and will not deliver 
them by bow, sword, battle, horses or horsemen."  

Here the one who speaks is God and he speaks about delivering 
by Yahweh their God. 

References to the Spirit of God is found all over right from the 
beginning of Genesis.  Some special references are found in the 
following passages 

Gen 1:2; 41:38;  Exo 31:3; 35:31; Num 24:2;  
1Sa 10:10; 11:6; 19:20; 19:23;  2Ch 15:1; 24:20;  
Job 27:3; 33:4;  
Eze 11:24.



TRINITY : M. M. NINAN 

  

 

  

 

41 

4 

JUDAIC MYSTICAL 
UNDERSTANDING  

OF  
TRINITY 

Judaism is traditionally considered as fiercely monotheistic. The 
Shema is understood by the Jews as follows: 

1. There is only one God and no other participated in the 
work of creation.  

2. God is a unity. He is a single, whole, complete indivisible 
entity. He cannot be divided into parts or described by 
attributes.   

3. God is the only being to whom  man should offer prayers 
and praise. The Shema is translated strictly as  "The Lord 
is our God, The Lord alone," meaning that no other is our 
God. 

Isa 45:5-6  I am the LORD, and  
there is no other,  
besides me there is no God;  …. 
that there is none besides me;  
I am the LORD,  
and there is no other.  

 God is the Creator of Everything  

Since God alone is the beginning, everything in the universe was 
created by God and only by God.  Judaism completely rejects 
the notion that evil was created by Satan or some other deity.   

Is. 45:6-7 
"I am the L-rd, and there is none else.  
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I form the light and create darkness,  
I make peace and create evil.  
I am the L-rd, that does all these things." .  

God is Incorporeal  

Tanach and Talmud speak of  God and in his actions in 
anthropomorphic form.  The parts of God's body  such as the 
Hand of God, God's wings,   God walking in the garden of Eden, 
God laying tefillin, etc., they are only attempts to express how 
God interacts with people in the real world    Since God is not 
material nor a physical being, he has no body and  all such 
references must be understood only as figure of speech so that it 
may convey sensible meaning to the hearer.  Rabbis have taken 
lot of pain to show that all such references in the Bible – for there 
are very many –are  all only allegorical.   

Since God does not have a body, it is forbidden to represent God 
in any form.  God is a person but God is neither male or female.  
That would be ascribing a property to a God who is beyond 
properties.  The use of God in masculine gender is considered 
only as a convenience, especially because Hebrew Language 
does not have a neutral gender.  So they are forced to use either 
a male or female gender.  As a result God when used as a 
person uses the masculine gender while his presence as in 
Shekina (Glory of God) and his wisdom as in Sophia are usually 
in feminine gender. 

God is Omnipresent , Omnipotent  and Omniscient,  but  he has 
in his omnipotence  permitted human freewill.   

 God is Eternal  because he is beyond time and space.  The 
expression Eternal does not make sense to something which is 
not in time and do not exist in the sense we understand 
existence in space.  When Moses asked for God's name, He 
replied, "Ehyeh asher ehyeh." That phrase is generally translated 
as, "I am that I am," but the word "ehyeh" can be present or 
future tense, meaning "I am what I will be" or "I will be what I will 
be." The ambiguity of the phrase is often interpreted as a 
reference to God's eternal nature.  
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God is Both Just and Merciful  

Exo 34:5 -7  And the LORD descended in the cloud and stood 
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The 
LORD passed before him, and proclaimed, "The LORD, the 
LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,  keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children and the children's children, to the 
third and the fourth generation."  

Jewish liturgy addresses God as "Ha-Kadosh, (Barukh Hu)"  
“The Holy One (Blessed be He)”.  Again Jewish Liturgy repeats 
God as  “Avinu Malkeinu”  “God is our Father and our King”  All 
mankind are God's children.   

The Talmud teaches that there are three participants in the 
formation of every human being:  

• Father and Mother – who provides the physical body 

And 

• God  - who provides the   soul, the personality, and the 
intelligence.   

In the creation of Adam, God used the dust of the ground to 
create the form and provided life and breathing into it.  

Now if we go beyond the traditional Jewish scholarship to the 
mystic thought in Judaism we see a more elaborate and deeper 
understanding which lead directly to the trinity of Christians. 
Jewish mysticism includes the tradition that are handed down 
through generations of scholars.  This is known as Kaballah. 

According to Kabbalistic tradition, this knowledge was 
transmitted orally by the Patriarchs, prophets, and sages 
(Hakhamim in Hebrew), eventually to be "interwoven" into 
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Jewish religious writings and culture. It became was an integral 
part of the Judaism's oral law  given by God to Moses on Mount 
Sinai around 13th century BC,     During the 5th century BC, 
when the works of the Tanakh were edited and canonized and 
the secret knowledge were encrypted within the various writings 
and scrolls. By the time of Jesus it was common among the 
Rabbis.  The greatest proof of this is the doxology of Lord’s 
Prayer and the confession of Thomas.  Almost all of John’s 
writings were influenced by Kaballah. The structure of the 
cosmos of the book of revelation is based on Kaballah world. 

 

One day I realized that the Pater Noster was a Kabbalistic 
prayer. The last part of this prayer, known as the doxology, “For 
thyne is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory,” is clearly a 
reference to the seventh, eighth and tenth spheres of the Tree of 
Life, the heart of the Kabbalah. The Kingdom is Malkuth, The 
Power is Netzach and the Glory is Hod. Whoever constructed 
this prayer was a consummate Kabbalist. And the one who 

constructed it was Jesus.  

 
The Christian Kabbalah By: Migene González-Wippler 
http://www.llewellyn.com/bookstore/article.php?id=724 

 

Ein Sof   

The basic concept of God is contained in Ein which means 
nothing. Then we have Ein Sof    which literally means  "without 
end", denoting "boundlessness" and/or "nothingness. It does not 
mean God is nothing but god is no-thing. Ein Sof refers to the 
infinite light generated by the malchut of Echad. He is beyond 
limits and comprehension.  So we can know  Ein and Ein Sof,  
through his emanation the "Ein Sof Aur"     This God is simple 
unity (including Ein, Ein Sof and Ein Sof Aur) as well as complex 
since it contains every potentiality.  Since the first appearance of 
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the Crown, God evolves through time and reveals in ten forms in 
all dimensions of existence. 

 Ten Sefirot correspond to ten levels of creation. These levels of 
creation must not be understood as ten different "gods" but as 
ten different ways of revealing of God, one per level. It is not God 
who changes but the ability to understand by his creation that 
changes. 

The Four Worlds 

In the kabbalah there are four main worlds (dimensions of 
existence) God has created; 

1) Azilut –The World of Emanation 

2) Yitzirah – The World of Creation   

3) Beriyah – The World of Formation  

4) Asiyah – The World of Action (or Making), the world as we 
know it, the physical universe   

All four worlds are seen as emerging in the empty space or 
vacuum created by the contraction of Godhead to provide space 
of creation each teeming with sentient beings. God contracted 
his infinite essence in order to allow for a conceptual space in 
which a finite, independent world could exist. 

The ten emanations – sefiroth 

The ten aspects of the Divine are:    

According to  Rabbi Moses ben Jacob Cordovero 
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1. Keter – Crown – Divine Plan/ Creator/ infinite light/ Ehyeh 
Asher Ehyeh – I AM THAT I AM (Supreme/ Total 
Consciousness)  

2. Chokmah – Divine Reality/ revelation/ Yesh me-ayin – 
being from nothingness (Power of Wisdom)  

3. Binah – Understanding/ repentance/ reason (Power of 
Love)  

4. Chesed – Mercy/ Grace/ Love of (intention to emulate) 
God (Power of Vision)  
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5. Gevurah – Judgment/ strength/ determination (Power of 
Intention)  

6. Tipheret – Symmetry/ balance/ compassion (Creative 
Power)  

7. Netzach – Contemplation/ Initiative/ persistence (Power 
of the Eternal Now)  

8. Netzach – Surrender/ sincerity/ steadfastness 
(Intellectual/ Observational Power)  

9. Yesod – Foundation/ wholly remembering/ coherent 
knowledge (Power of Manifesting)  

10. Malkuth – Lower Crown – Kingdom/ physical presence/ 
vision and illusion (Power of Healing/ Accomplishment/ 
Level of Realization of Divine Plan)  

 According to Rabbi Isaac Luria the order is slightly different.  He 
does not admit Kether  and insert Daat (Knowledge) as a third in 
the series. It is sometimes taken as the eleventh sefirah. 

According to Jewish Thought, all created worlds emanate from 
the ten sefirot, the attributes of Creation.   

The middle five qualities are mentioned explicitly and in correct 
order at I Chronicles 29:11: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness 
(gedulah), the strength (gevurah), the glory (tiferet), the power 
(netzach), and the splendor (hod)  

The seventh, eighth and tenth are mentioned in the doxology of 
the Lord’s Prayer.  It is absent in the Luke probably because it 
was already part of the prayers following the Kabbalistic tradition.  
John the Baptist himself might have used it when he taught his 
disciples how to pray. 

“For thine is the kingdom (Malkuth), and the power Netzach, and 
the glory (hod), for ever.”  Matthew 6:9–13 last part 

These are usually represented in the form of a tree with three 
branches.  They in fact correspond to the Christian Trinity. It is 
this Trinity that resides on the top that act directly in the cosmos. 

It is through these Sefiroth that the whole cosmos as a unity is 
interconnected.  Every thought or action or intent that happens 
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anywhere in the cosmos is transmitted through these 
interconnections and resonates across the cosmos including the 
Ein Sof.   

Christian Kabbalah arose during the Renaissance as a result of 
continuing studies of Greek texts and translations by Christian 
Hebraists. Some of the most eminent scholars were, Pico della 
Mirandola, Johann Reuchlin, Balthasar Walther, Athanasius 
Kircher, Christian Knorr von Rosenroth, Johan Kemper.  

Based on the properties of the sefiroth,  the christian 
understanding of the tree of life is given below:  

Graphics from: 
http://altreligion.about.com/library/graphics/magick/bl_mtol9.htm 

 

The Thre Pillars: gimel kavim 

Ein Sof when first appeared in comprehensive form took the form 
or Trinity. Among them we see Jesus who alone has seem the 
God and resided in the Father’s bosom and came from it,  He 
alone can tell us about God  

  

The basic Trinity which forms the top of the three pillars 
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Exodus 33:20, "But He [God] said, ‘You cannot see My face, for 
no man can see Me and live!'"  

John 1:18, "No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God, who is in the bosom of the Father; He has explained Him."  

1 Tim. 6:16, "[God] who alone possesses immortality and dwells 
in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see."  

John 6:46, "Not that any man has seen the Father except the 
One who is from God; He has seen the Father."  

According to Kaballah, rest of the cosmos were created by the 
Trinity in action.  They act together in oneness.  They act as the 
three pillars with characteristics peculiar to each, but form one 
tight Trinity. 

The Left Side: "Pillar of Severity.", kav smol 

The Left side of the Sefirot structure is the side of power and 
strict justice, the values embodied in the Sefirah of Din.  - 
Wisdom which is represented as female and corresponds to the 
Holy Spirit which convicts people of sin. 

In the Hindu tradition where St.Thomas brought in the Kaballah, 
it developed into the Durga or Kaali aspect of female form of the 
spouse of Siva..  The unrestrained dominion of the Left side 
gives rise to Evil.  In India this occult art developed into human 
sacrifices and witchcraft as well.  

The Right Side: "Pillar of Mercy", kav yamin 

 The right side represents the principles of unity, harmony and 
benevolence, as embodied in the Sefirah of Hesed. The It is the 
masculine side. In Christian Kaballah it represents the Aba – the 
Father. It is associated with the bestowing of generous goodness 
upon our world.  
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Middle Column:  “Pillar of Mildness” 

 

The Middle column of the Sefirot structure represents the ideal 
balance of divine mercy and justice. This harmony is best 
represented in the Sefirah of Tiferet, which exists midway 
between the extremes of Din and Hesed, female and male.  

Following traditional Rabbinic perception, the Kabbalah 
recognizes that the universe could not survive if it were founded 
only upon justice (for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God) or only upon mercy (then people would not be redeemed 
as free will beings). 

It is not difficult to see how the Son comes in as the compromise 
which enable the creation to survive. 

 The lowest sefirot is Malkhut, which is seen as God's presence 
among his people. the other nine are seen as three triads of 
three, a triad of triads, a Trinity.  The Sefirot are seen in 
Kabbalah as the garments or crowns of the King and as aspects 
of the Divine Personality   The Kaballah figure can be looked 
upon as a tree with three branches or as a Man.   They call this 
Body the Adam Kadmon and this can be linked to St Paul’s 
concepts of the Second Adam and the Body of Christ.  

The Kaballah is currently is a sophisticated system.  However we 
do not know how far this was developed at the time of Jesus and 
his disciples.  At any rate we can be assured that the basic 
Trinitarian teachings were in place by that time and Jesus, and 
his Apostles including Paul heavily used those concepts.    

Another Christian interpretation of the Kaballistic Tree 

In this view the crown is associated with the Father since, 
everything procedes from the father.  Son is represented by the 
Wisdom and the Holy Spirit by Understanding or Prudence.  The 
idea is the same in both viewpoints.  The tree itself is upside 
down since, the root  is the Ein Sof,  All the created beings 
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appear as leaves of the tree.  Leaves may wither away if it 
looses its connection with the tree. 

 

The Sephirothic Tree by Robert Fludd;  
another Christian Kabbalistic View.
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5 

OLD TESTAMENT THEOPHANIES 

Theophanies are the revelation of God to Man in a way Man 
could experience God. Without such revelation we could never 
know God since God is beyong comprehension. In the Old 
Testament, several theophanies are recorded in which "God 
appeared" to one or more human beings in a physical 
manifestation that could be seen and heard.   

What we have so far done was to establish the fact that a strictly 
monistic God actually violates the concept of God who is a 
creator and is active in history. We have also seen from the first 
chapter of Genesis, that God declares himself in plural form. 

However we know that God is beyond understanding to the 
human mind and we should not try to make God fit to our reason. 
So the reasoning that we have done is simply apolegetic. The 
actual corroboration should come from the revelation of God to 
mankind through history. Such revelation did take place from 
time immemorial to our fathers and it is this that form our faith 
and understanding. These appearances of God are called 
Theophanies or Epiphanies in Greek and Latin terminologies. 

In this chapter we are looking at the Old Testament Theophanies 
to see how God has appeared unto the patriarchs.  

ADAMIC THEOPHANY 

The first appearance is described thus: 

Gen 3: 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 
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10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid."  
 
Here we see a God who is walking in the garden. This is not a 
spirit, it is a real living being with material body. If we take the 
description as it means, there is no other possibility.  

 

 
 

ABRAHAMIC THEOPHANIES 

 
Gen 17:1-3 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD 
appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty ; walk before me 
and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and 
you and will greatly increase your numbers." Abram fell 
facedown, and God said to him, 
 
In this theophany even though we are told that God appeared to 
Abraham, no specific description of how this appearance came is 
given. There are many other similar references like this which we 
have no clear definition of the form of God even though a form is 
implied. 
 

VISION -WAS IT A DREAM? BUT IT WAS REALITY. 
 
15:1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great 
reward." 
 
Here again we hear the word, but have no mention of a form. 
 

 
 



TRINITY : M. M. NINAN 

5.  Old Testament Theophanies 

55 

COVENANT CEREMONY : FIRE AND SMOKE 
 
Covenant ceremonies are always interesting because of the 
necesity of the real presence. In this sealing of the covenant 
there is an appearance of God. 
17 when the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking 
firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the 
pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram 
and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— 
 
This appearance is like a smoking firepot with blazing torch - fire 
and light. 
 
 
TWO ANGELS AND GOD - IN HUMAN FORM? 
 
18:1 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of 
Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat 
of the day. 2Abraham looked up and saw three men standing 
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his 
tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 
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Angels at Mambre  

10. Then the LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this 
time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son." Now Sarah 
was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 

17 Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 
about to do?18 Abraham will surely become a great and 
powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through 
him.19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by 
doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for 
Abraham what he has promised him."20 Then the LORD said, 
"The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their 
sin so grievous21 that I will go down and see if what they have 
done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will 
know."22The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but 
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 
 
Here we are specifically told that one of the three men was 
indeed Yahweh. Two were angels, who went down to Sodom 
and Yahweh stood with Abraham and Abraham interceded for 
the land. Yet the Lord himself refers to another Lord. 
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ONE LORD ON EARTH AND ONE LORD IN HEAVEN 
 
Gen. 19:24, "Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven 
 
JACOBIAN THEOPHANY 
 
 

 
 

Gen 32: 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with 
him till daybreak.25 When the man saw that he could not 
overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his 
hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man.26 Then the man 
said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not 
let you go unless you bless me."27 The man asked him, "What is 
your name?" "Jacob," he answered.28 Then the man said, "Your 
name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have 
struggled with God and with men and have overcome."29 Jacob 
said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you 
ask my name?" Then he blessed him there. 30So Jacob called 
the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, 
and yet my life was spared." 
 

 
Here we see Jacob wrestling with a man whom later Jacob 
understood as God whom he had seen face to face. 
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MOSAIC THEOPHANIES 
 

 
In many cases we come across the name ANGEL OF THE 
LORD which means messenger of the Lord. Here this messager 
appeared to him in flames. A fire that burns but do not consume 
in this case. 
 
Ex 3: 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames 
of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was 
on fire it did not burn up. 
6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The 
LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in 
Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave 
drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 9 So I have 
come down to… 
Evidently it is the Lord God himself who is talking as he identifies 
himself to Moses. 
 
GOD OF ISRAEL 
 
However the clearest appearance of the God of Israel was again 
at the time of Mosaic Covenant Celebration which culminated in 
a dinner. This was witness by 73 elders as described below.  
Ex 24: 9-11  Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the 
seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the God of Israel. 
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Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, 
clear as the sky itself. But God did not raise his hand against 
these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and 
drank.  
 
They saw the glorious figure of God himself who has a hand. 
This is not a haphazard vague reference. The statement "They 
saw the God of Israel" is repeated twice within two verses to 
emphasize the reality of the event. 
 

 
  
MOSES MEETS GOD 
 
Then one day Moses wanted to see God's face. 
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Ex 33: 20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one 
may see me and live."21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place 
near me where you may stand on a rock.22 When my glory 
passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with 
my hand until I have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and 
you will see my back; but my face must not be seen." 
 
Ex 34: 5-8 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood 
there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. And he 
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, 
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding 
in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave 
the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children 
for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation." 
Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 
 
Did Moses see God? Certainly God came and stood with him. It 
was certainly God because, Moses worshipped him. 
 
 
JOSHUAIC THEOPHANY 
 
Joshua also met God as a man. 
 

 
 
Josh 5:13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up 
and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his 
hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, "Are you for us or for 
our enemies?"14 "Neither," he replied, "but as commander of the 
army of the LORD I have now come." Then Joshua fell facedown 
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to the ground in reverence, and asked him, "What message does 
my Lord have for his servant?" 15 The commander of the Lord's 
army replied, "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy." And Joshua did so. 

 
MANOAH - JUDGES PERIOD - SAMSON   
 
Jud. 13: 15 Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "We would 
like you to stay until we prepare a young goat for you." 
 
 

 
 
 

16 The angel of the LORD replied, "Even though you detain me, 
I will not eat any of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, 
offer it to the LORD." (Manoah did not realize that it was the 
angel of the LORD.)17 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the 
LORD, "What is your name, so that we may honor you when 
your word comes true?"18 He replied, "Why do you ask my 
name? It is beyond understanding."19 Then Manoah took a 
young goat, together with the grain offering, and sacrificed it on a 
rock to the LORD. And the LORD did an amazing thing while 
Manoah and his wife watched:20 As the flame blazed up from 
the altar toward heaven, the angel of the LORD ascended in the 
flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to 
the ground.21 When the angel of the LORD did not show himself 
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again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the 
angel of the LORD."We are doomed to die!" he said to his wife. 
"We have seen God!" 
 
KINGDOM PERIOD 
 
Theophanies were rare during the Kingdom Period. Yet when the 
temple was dedicated they did see God descending as a glorius 
fire. 
 
1 Ki.8: 11 And the priests could not perform their service 
because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his temple. 
2 Chr. 7::1 When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the temple.2 The priests could not 
enter the temple of the LORD because the glory of the LORD 
filled it. 3 When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down and 
the glory of the LORD above the temple, they knelt on the 
pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and 
gave thanks to the LORD, saying, "He is good; his love endures 
forever."Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices 
before the LORD. 
 
 
PROPHETS 
 
EZEKIEL 
 
Ezekiel's vision of God id very similar to that of the covenant 
ceremony and is reminiscent of the revelation appearance. This 
was the figure like that of a man of glowing metal, full of fire 
surrounded by brillllinat light 
 
Ez 1: 26 Above the expanse over their heads was what looked 
like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a 
figure like that of a man.27 I saw that from what appeared to be 
his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and 
that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light 
surrounded him.28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the 
clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I 
saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. 
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Ezekiel’s Vision by William Blake 
 

 

 
 

2:1 He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will 
speak to you." 
 
In another vision the same picture is repeated 
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Ez 40: 3 He took me there, and I saw a man whose appearance 
was like bronze; he was standing in the gateway with a linen 
cord and a measuring rod in his hand. 
Now we meet the Spirit which lifts Ezekiel and takes him to 
another place. 
  
5 Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner 
court, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.6 While the 
man was standing beside me, I heard someone speaking to me 
from inside the temple.7 He said: "Son of man, this is the place 
of my throne and the place for the soles of my feet. This is where 
I will live among the Israelites forever. The house of Israel will 
never again defile my holy name--neither they nor their kings--by 
their prostitution and the lifeless idols of their kings at their high 
places. 
 
AMOS 

Amos 4:10-11, "‘I sent a plague among you after the manner of 
Egypt; I slew your young men by the sword along with your 
captured horses, and I made the stench of your camp rise up in 
your nostrils; yet you have not returned to Me,' declares the 
LORD. ‘I overthrew you as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah 
. . . '"  

Jehovah is the one talking and He says, "I overthrew you as God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah..."   

ISAIAH 
 
Isaiah said: 
Isaiah 6:2-7  ‘I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne; 
his grandeur filled the sanctuary.  Above him stood seraphs, 
each one with six wings; two to cover its face, two to cover its 
feet and two for flying; and they were shouting these words to 
each other. ‘Kadosh, kadosh, kadosh, holy, holy, holy His glory 
fills the earth . . . Then one of the serphs flew to me, holding in 
its hand a live coal which it had taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. With this it touched my lips and said `look, this has 
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touched your lips, your guilt has been forgiven and your sin 
forgiven’   
 
48:11-18 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this. How can I 
let myself be defamed? I will not yield my glory to another. 
"Listen to me, O Jacob, Israel, whom I have called: I am he; I am 
the first and I am the last. (thus establishing the speaker's 
identity as God.) My own hand laid the foundations of the earth, 
and my right hand spread out the heavens . . . And now the 
Sovereign Lord has sent me (God was sent by God), with his 
Spirit (a third divine personality).  
 

 
  
This verse identifies three persons. The one who is speaking is 
evidently God, then the speaker refers to the sender as the 
sovereign Lord and one who accompanied him was the Spirit  

Isaiah prophesies  

"Is.9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And 
the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace."  
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Thus a Son who will be born at a particular point in history   is 
also "Mighty God, Everlasting Father  

DANIEL 
 
Nebuchadnezer sees a fourth person in the fire "like a son of the 
gods" 

 
Dan 3: 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in 
amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men 
that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, 
O king." He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the 
fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of 
the gods." 
 
Daniel also saw the vision of a man just as in Ezekiel and 
revelation of John: 
Dan 10: 5-8 I looked up and there before me was a man dressed 
in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. His body 
was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming 
torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, 
and his voice like the sound of a multitude. I, Daniel, was the 
only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but 
such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 
So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength 
left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 
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Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a 
deep sleep, my face to the ground. 

SOPHIA 
 
Pro. 8: 22-30  "The LORD brought me forth as the first of his 
works, before his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, 
from the beginning, before the world began. When there were no 
oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding 
with water; before the mountains were settled in place, before 
the hills, I was given birth, before he made the earth or its fields 
or any of the dust of the world. I was there when he set the 
heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of 
the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed 
securely the fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its 
boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, and 
when he marked out the foundations of the earth. Then I was the 
craftsman at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, 
rejoicing always in his presence,rejoicing in his whole world and 
delighting in mankind” 
. 
The Sophia (Wisdom) can be identified as the Spirit of 
discernment and one who gives life. Here we are told that this 
Wisdom was with God from the begining, before creation and 
was involved in the creation process. Yet there is indication that 
Wisdom proceded from God. 
 
LORD SAYS TO MY LORD 
 
In Psalm 110, the one who is in a future day to rule in Zion is 
addressed as a divine personality by another who is also deity.  
 
"The Lord says to my Lord," writes David the (7-8) psalmist, "sit 
at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your 
feet. The Lord will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will 
rule in the midst of your enemies" (Psalm 110:1-2).  
 
Here is one who is "the Lord" speaking to David's Lord and 
telling him to sit at his right hand until the time comes for him to 
rule in the midst of some who are now his enemies. Surely the 
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psalm is speaking of two divine personalities, one whom is yet to 
be Israel's King! 
 
 "And the Lord shall be king over all the earth" (Zechariah 14:9). 
"At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the Lord, and 
all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the 
Lord. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil 
hearts" (Jeremiah 3:17).  
 
SON OF GOD 
 
This challenging question is presented to mankind:  
 
Pro. 30:4 "Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who 
has gathered up the wind in the hollow of his hands? Who has 
wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established all the 
ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his Son? 
Tell me if you know!"  
 
Does God have a Son?  
 
Then in the Psalms we are instructed to Kiss the Son: 
 
Psalm 2:11-12 "Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with 
trembling. Kiss the Son , lest he be angry and you be destroyed 
in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are 
all who take refuge in him."  
 
The Hebrew for "kiss the Son" is nashqu bar. Some translations 
puts it as , "Do homage in purity," it will be homage in purity to 
the Son of God.  
 
Thus we notice that we have different forms of revelations of 
God which can be braodly categorised into three groups.  
 
1. A God who cannot be seen  
2. A God who can be seen - mostly in human form yet with glory 
surrounding befitting God  
3. A God who do not have a form yet appears in light, darkness, 
cloud, fire etc. 
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6 

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD 

 In Hebrew, the word for "angel" is malakh.. A malakh simply 
means messenger, it could be human, terrestial, alien, material 
or immaterial beings in other dimensions. Yet there is one 
malakh who stands out from all the rest. The Bible calls him, 
"The Angel of the Lord."  

In the Talmud he is called Metatarsus, which derives from two 
Greek words meta and thronos, meaning "one who serves 
behind the throne of God." He is also known as the "Prince of the 
Countenance" because of the close relation between this angel 
and God Himself. The Angel of the Lord is one who is sent by 
God, the one who represents God Himself. The name of God is 
in him. 

Throughout the Old Testament, the Angel of the Lord appeared 
in human form.  

1. Hagar :The God who Sees 

Gen 16: 7-11 The Angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring 
in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 
And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come 
from, and where are you going?" "I'm running away from my 
mistress Sarai," she answered. Then the Angel of the LORD told 
her, "Go back to your mistress and submit to her." The angel 
added, "I will so increase your descendants that they will be too 
numerous to count." The Angel of the LORD also said to her: 
"You are now with child and you will have a son. You shall name 
him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery. 
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Hagar addresses the Angel of the Lord as God 

13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: "You are 
the God who sees me," for she said, "I have now seen the One 
who sees me." 

 Evidently Hagar spoke to the LORD and addressed him as "You 
are the God" Of course we can argue that it was only that aspect 
of God which sees. But we cannot perceive the entire aspects of 
God. That will be asking too much. 

2. Abraham Intercedes with God 
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Gen 18: 1. The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees 
of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the 
heat of the day. 

Three men 
2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. 
When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to 
meet them and bowed low to the ground. 

9. "Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him. "There, in 
the tent," he said.  

One of them was the LORD 
10 Then the LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this 
time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son." Now Sarah 
was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 
13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and 
say, 'Will I really have a child, now that I am old?' 
14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the 
appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son." 
17 Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 
about to do?18 Abraham will surely become a great and 
powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through 
him.19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by 
doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for 
Abraham what he has promised him."20 Then the LORD said, 
"The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their 
sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have 
done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will 
know."  
 
Abraham intercedes with God 
22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
remained standing before the LORD.23 Then Abraham 
approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? 
26 The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of 
Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake."27 Then 
Abraham spoke up again: "Now that I have been so bold as to 
speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes,28 
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what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you 
destroy the whole city because of five people?" "If I find forty-five 
there," he said, "I will not destroy it." 
….. 
30 Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. 
What if only thirty can be found there?" He answered, "I will not 
do it if I find thirty there." 

32. Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak 
just once more. What if only ten can be found there?" He 
answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it."  

The Lord went away while the two Angels proceded to Sodom 
33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, 
and Abraham returned home. 

19:1 The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot 
was sitting in the gateway of the city. 

So out of the three men whom Abraham received one was the 
LORD himself. The other two were angels. But this angel was a 
localized angel, who was limited in space and had the form of a 
man.  The fact that God appeared to Abrahm is confirmed by 
Stephen before the Sanhedran: 

"The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was 
in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, and said to him, "Get 
out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land 
that I will show you."'" (Acts 7:2). 

3. God who Stayed a Sacrifice 

Gen 22: 9-12 When they reached the place God had told him 
about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay 
his son. But the Angel of the LORD called out to him from 
heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. "Do not 
lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now 
I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from 
me your son, your only son." 
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Angel of the Lord identified himself as God 

15 -17 The Angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a 
second time and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, 
that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, I will surely bless you… 

Here the Angel of the Lord is in talking from the Heaven and 
speaks in first person as God and swears by his person. Was 
this angel delivering a message from God in the first person as a 
quotation? Was this Angel sent or was God immanent in Him? 

4. God who wrestles with Man face to face. 

Gen 32: 24-30 Jacob wrestled with a man who turns out to be 
God 

So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till 
daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, 
he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was 
wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, "Let 
me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go 
unless you bless me." The man asked him, "What is your 
name?" "Jacob," he answered. Then the man said, "Your name 
will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled 
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with God and with men and have overcome." Jacob said, 
"Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my 
name?" Then he blessed him there. So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my 
life was spared." 

Here again the wrestling man turns out to be God. At Peniel 
Jacob saw the face of God as a man. 

This is confirmed by the prophet Hosea 

Hosea 12: 2-5  The LORD has a charge to bring against Judah; 
he will punish Jacob according to his ways and repay him 
according to his deeds. In the womb he grasped his brother's 
heel; as a man he struggled with God. He struggled with the 
angel and overcame him; he wept and begged for his favor. He 
found him at Bethel and talked with him there-- the LORD God 
Almighty, the LORD is his name of renown! 

Hosea thus confirms that the Angel of the Lord who fought with 
Jacob was indeed God himself. Now how do we explain the fact 
Jacob overcame God? Remember that this was the night before 
Jacob was going to meet his brother Essau whom he tricked. 
Jacob still had a second chance to make the choice between 
right and wrong. To concede that he had tricked his brother. He 
was reluctant to do that. Finally the Angel of the Lord had to 
touch him and make him weakling. The next day we meet Jacob 
appearing before his brother Essau limping. Then he fell down 
and gave the honor due to his elder brother. Every one of us 
struggles with God. We still can make choices against God and 
prevail. But it will lead to disaster. God in his mercy may touch 
and make us limping just to humble ourselves to chose the right 
from the wrong. 

The 'angel of the LORD' who visited the patriarchs was God 
Himself, not any creature masquerading as God. God himself 
authenticates it thus: 

Ex. 6:2 God also said to Moses, "I am the LORD.3 I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my 
name the Yhvh I did not make myself known to them. 
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5. God who appeared in the Burning Bush 

Moses meets the Angel of the Lord in the flames of fire and 
widentifies himself as God. 

Ex 2:2-8  There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in 
flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the 
bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, "I will go 
over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up." 
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called 
to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, 
"Here I am." "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 
Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his 
face, because he was afraid to look at God. The LORD said, "I 
have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am 
concerned about their suffering. 

11-15 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" And God said, "I 
will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who 
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you will worship God on this mountain." Moses said to God, 
"Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his 
name?' Then what shall I tell them?" God said to Moses, "I AM 
WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM 
has sent me to you.'" God also said to Moses, "Say to the 
Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent me 
to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be 
remembered from generation to generation. 

God gives a proof that Moses actually saw God 

Ex 4:1-12 Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or 
listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?" Then 
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the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" "A staff," he 
replied. The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground." Moses threw it 
on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. Then 
the LORD said to him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the 
tail." So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it 
turned back into a staff in his hand. "This," said the LORD, "is so 
that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers--
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--
has appeared to you." Then the LORD said, "Put your hand 
inside your cloak." So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and 
when he took it out, it was leprous, like snow. "Now put it back 
into your cloak," he said. So Moses put his hand back into his 
cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his 
flesh. Then the LORD said, "If they do not believe you or pay 
attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the 
second. But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to 
you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry 
ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on 
the ground." Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to 
your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue."  

Moses was speaking to the creator of man 
The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes 
him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it 
not I, the LORD?  Now go; 

 6. God who Presided over the Covenant Dinner 

Ex. 24:9. Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy 
elders of Israel went up 

They saw God 

10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like 
a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. 

God of Israel has hands 

11-12 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of 
the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. The LORD 
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said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and 
commands I have written for their instruction."  

7. Moses sees the Back of God. 

 Ex 33:18-23 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." And 
the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of 
you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. But," he said, "you 
cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." Then the 
LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on 
a rock. When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the 
rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I 
will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must 
not be seen." 

8. Angel of God in the Pillar of Cloud 

 Ex 14:18-19 The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I 
gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen." 
Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's 
army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also 
moved from in front and stood behind them,  

The Angel of the Lord was in the pillar of cloud guiding the 
Israelites through the wilderness. This Angel says "I am the 
Lord". 
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9. Joshua meets God 

Joshua 5: 13 – 15 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he 
looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn 
sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, "Are you 
for us or for our enemies?" "Neither," he replied, "but as 
commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." Then 
Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, 
"What message does my Lord have for his servant?" The 
commander of the Lord's army replied, "Take off your sandals, 
for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so. 

That the Commander of Yahweh's army is the Angel of the Lord 
who appeared to Moses in the burning bush becomes clear 
when He commands Joshua, "Take your sandal off your foot, for 
the place where you stand is holy"  

In Revelation 22:8, the Apostle John "fell down to worship before 
the feet of the angel" who had shown him visions of things to 
come. But the angel refused to accept worship saying: "See that 
you do not do that, For I am your fellow servant, and of your 
brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God" In accepting the worship of Joshua, the 
Angel declared himself as God. 

10 Baalam sees the Angel of the Lord 

 The Angel of the Lord appears to Balaam, a no Hebrew Prophet 

. Num 22  21 – 27 Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his 
donkey and went with the princes of Moab. But God was very 
angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the 
road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on his donkey, and his 
two servants were with him. When the donkey saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand, 
she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat her to get her 
back on the road. Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow 
path between two vineyards, with walls on both sides. When the 
donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed close to the 



TRINITY : M. M. NINAN 

6. The Anger of the Lord 

79 

wall, crushing Balaam's foot against it. So he beat her again. 
Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood in a 
narrow place where there was no room to turn, either to the right 
or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she 
lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat her with his 
staff. Then the LORD opened the donkey's mouth, 

 

 

31-35 Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the 
angel of the LORD standing in the road with his sword drawn. So 
he bowed low and fell facedown. The angel of the LORD asked 
him, "Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I 
have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless 
one before me. The donkey saw me and turned away from me 
these three times. If she had not turned away, I would certainly 
have killed you by now, but I would have spared her." Balaam 
said to the angel of the LORD, "I have sinned. I did not realize 
you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now if you are 
displeased, I will go back." The angel of the LORD said to 
Balaam, "Go with the men, but speak only what I tell you." So 
Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 
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11. Gideon meets the Lord 

 

Angel of the Lord Appears to Gideon 

Judg. 6   11-12  The angel of the LORD came and sat down 
under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, 
where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to 
keep it from the Midianites. When the angel of the LORD 
appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty 
warrior." 

14 The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you 
have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending 
you?" 

16. The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike 
down all the Midianites together."  

Gideon asks for a sign 
 
17-23  Gideon replied, "If now I have found favor in your eyes, 
give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. Please do not go 
away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before 
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you." And the LORD said, "I will wait until you return." Gideon 
went in, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he 
made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its 
broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him 
under the oak. The angel of God said to him, "Take the meat and 
the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the 
broth." And Gideon did so. With the tip of the staff that was in his 
hand, the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the 
unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat 
and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. When 
Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, 
"Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face 
to face!" But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. 
You are not going to die."  

12. Manoah meets God 

Angel of the Lord appears to Manoah and his wife 

Judg. 13   2  A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the 
clan of the Danites, had a wife who was sterile and remained 
childless.3 The angel of the LORD appeared to her and said, 
"You are sterile and childless, but you are going to conceive and 
have a son. 

8 Then Manoah prayed to the LORD: "O Lord, I beg you, let the 
man of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring 
up the boy who is to be born."9 God heard Manoah, and the 
angel of God came again to the woman while she was out in the 
field; but her husband Manoah was not with her.10 The woman 
hurried to tell her husband, "He's here! The man who appeared 
to me the other day!"11 Manoah got up and followed his wife. 
When he came to the man, he said, "Are you the one who talked 
to my wife?" "I am," he said.12 So Manoah asked him, "When 
your words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule for the boy's life 
and work?"13 The angel of the LORD answered, "Your wife must 
do all that I have told her.14 She must not eat anything that 
comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other fermented 
drink nor eat anything unclean. She must do everything I have 
commanded her."15 Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "We 
would like you to stay until we prepare a young goat for you."16 
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The angel of the LORD replied, "Even though you detain me, I 
will not eat any of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, 
offer it to the LORD." (Manoah did not realize that it was the 
angel of the LORD.)17 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the 
LORD, "What is your name, so that we may honor you when 
your word comes true?"18 He replied, "Why do you ask my 
name? It is beyond understanding." 

The Angel of the Lord proves himself to be the Lord 

19 Then Manoah took a young goat, together with the grain 
offering, and sacrificed it on a rock to the LORD. And the LORD 
did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife watched: As the 
flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of the 
LORD ascended in the flame.  

 
 
Manoah and his wife worshipped the Angel of the Lord 
Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the 
ground. 
21 When the angel of the LORD did not show himself again to 
Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of 
the LORD.22 "We are doomed to die!" he said to his wife. "We 
have seen God!"23 But his wife answered, "If the LORD had 
meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and 
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grain offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or 
now told us this."  

13. Elijah strengthened by the Angelof the Lord 

 

 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.  

1 Kin. 19 5 Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. All 
at once an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat."6 He 
looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked 
over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay 
down again.7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time 
and touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is too 
much for you."8 So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened 
by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he 
reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 
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14. Angel of the Lord destroys the Assyrian Army 

 

 2 Kings 19:20 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to 
Hezekiah: "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I 
have heard your prayer concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria. 
35 That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a 
hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp 

15. Angel of the Lord selects the plot to build the Temple 
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 I Chronicles 21:18 Then the angel of the LORD ordered Gad to 
tell David to go up and build an altar to the LORD on the 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  This later became the 
site of the temple of Solomon. 

There is a dialectics in the Angel of the Lord. He is the Lord God, 
yet he is a distinct personality - distinct and comprehensible, 
visible, audible and in human form.  Look what Zachriah says: 

Zechariah 12:8"In that day the LORD will defend the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; the one who is feeble among them in that day shall 
be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the 
Angel of the LORD before them."  

Could this be Jesus? 

Zech 2:10 "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am 
coming, and I will live among you," declares the LORD. 

And he did in the person of Jesus. 

Jesus claimed to be the supreme malakh of God. "Anyone who 
has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9).  

Jesus claimed that "Before Abraham was, I am" (John 8:58) 

Abraham called the angel of the Lord as the judge of mankind; 
and in John 5:22 Jesus says, "The Father judges no one, but 
has entrusted all judgment to the Son."  

Since man cannot see his face of glory and live, he put on a face 
so that everyone can look, see and be saved. 

 Phill.2: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on 
a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
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and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 Finally Jesus presided over the New covenant ceremony just as 
he had presided over the Old Covenant Ceremony. Only this 
time he laid his hand on his disciples and comforted them. 

Justin Martyr (Dialogue with Tryph0 60),  Irenaeus (Against 
Heresies IV.20.7-11), Tertullian ("C. Marc.", II, 27; Against 
Praxeas 15-16), Novatian (On the Trinity 18.25), Theophilus (To 
Autolycus II.22),  are all of the opinion that theophanies are not 
compatible with the essential nature of the Father, since Father 
has no physical components.  Theophanies therefore are an 
essential part of the nature of the Son.   In a sense Son is the 
communicating part of the Godhead. 
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7 

NEW TESTAMENT DEFINES TRINITY 

Even though the word Trinity do not explicitly occur in the New 
Testament, there is direct and explicit statement of the Trinitarian 
concept in the New Testament.  Until the resurrection even the 
disciples were aware of Jesus as the Christ, the anointed one.  
Thus we have Peter’s Confessions: 

 Mt 16.16:  "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."   

John 6.68:  "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God  

Nathaniel also understood as such: 

John 1.49: Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God; you are the King of Israel."   

But the resurrection gave the Apostles the understanding that 
Jesus was more than Christ.  He was indeed God.  The first 
direct confession of this faith is found in the confession of 
Thomas, the Apostle to India. 

John 20.28: Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  

Here Jesus is called both 'Lord' and 'God'.  Thomas was 
probably the first to realize and proclaim it  unequivocally. The 
bodily resurrection of Jesus was indeed the final proof of the 
divinity of Jesus 
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My Lord and My God 

In the Gospel of Mathew Jesus himself commands to declare the 
gospel in the Trinitarian understanding. Here we have the first 
direct statement of  Trinity where three persons are in one name: 

Mt 28.19: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit 

 

 Here we have an explicit statement of three-in-one: it is one  
'Name', but contains three persons, Father, Son and the Holy 
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Spirit. Salvation is in the teaching of all these names as one 
name.   

 

 Jesus declared that 

"I and the Father are one [hen]." John 10:30  

The word used is here is hen the unity in plurality whereby Jesus 
identified himself with the Father. 

In contrast the word monos (one in number) is used in the 
following statement of Jesus, where Jesus identifies eternal life 
with knowing the Father. 

"This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only [monos] 
true God" John 17:3  

In the High Priestly prayer Jesus says: 

John 17:21  that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. The glory which You have 
given Me I have given to them, that they may be one [hen], just 
as We are one [hen]"  

Here Jesus describes the unity within the Church as one with the 
unity within the Trinity. In fact it goes beyond that.  In the 
redemption even the believers are joined to Christ as unity.  
Redemption is becoming like Christ in Christ. 
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In fact the ultimate redemption implies that the church is within 
Christ and Christ is within Father.  This idea is explained in the 
concept of Theosis in the Eastern Churches.  

In the Old Testament,  the Cohanim the High Priest blessed the 
people according to this commandment 

Num 
6:23-27  Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this 
wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 
“ The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 
The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee: 
The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace. “ 
 
 And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I 
will bless them.   
 
Soon after resurrection and the establishment of Christian 
Church groups around the world the benediction form changed 
to indicate the Trinitarian aspect as follows 

2 Cor 13.14: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
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St. Paul’s epistle is replete with such statements as  

 Rom 1.7 (and 2 Cor 1.2, 1 Cor 1.3, Eph 1.2, Phil 1.2): Grace 
and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ  

Eph 6.23: Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Gal 1.3-5: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ,  who gave himself for our sins to rescue us 
from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 
Father,  to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Christology of Paul  
 
Christology of Paul clearly equates Jesus Christ along with God, 
the Father  as is clear from the following verses. 
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 I Cor 8.6: yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from 
whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through 
whom we live.   

 

 
Albrecht Dürer, 1511 

 

Phil 2.6-11: (Philippians was written around AD 60), Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped,  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient 
to death -- even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name,  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   
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Col 1.15-20: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation.   For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him 
and for him.   He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.   And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy.   For God was pleased 
to have all his fullness dwell in him,   and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things 
in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross.   

Tit 3.4-7: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared,  he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs having the hope of eternal life.  This is a trustworthy saying.    

Eph 4.4-6: There is one body and one Spirit -- just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called --  one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism;  one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.   

2 Thess 2.13-14: But we ought always to thank God for you, 
brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth.   He called you to this 
through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
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1 Peter 1.2: who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work 
of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his 
blood   

Acts 2.32-36: God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 
witnesses of the fact.  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not 
ascend to heaven, and yet he said, "`The Lord said to my Lord: 
"Sit at my right hand  until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet."'  "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ."   
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Trinity from a Book of Hours,  
with symbols of the Four Evangelists 

I Cor 15.24 - 28: Then the end will come, when he (Jeus) hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power.  For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. For he "has put everything under his feet." 
Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is 
clear that this does not include God himself, who put 
everything under Christ.  When he has done this, then the Son 
himself will be made subject to him who put everything under 
him, so that God may be all in all.  

Gal 1.1: Paul, an apostle -- sent not from men nor by man, but 
by Jesus Christ and God the Father,   
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Eph 5.18-20: Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one 
another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make 
music in your heart to the Lord,  always giving thanks to God the 
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

I Thess 1.1 (also 2 Thess 1.1): To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:   

I Thess 1.3-5: We continually remember before our God and 
Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen 
you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but 
also with power, with the Holy Spirit  

I Thess 3.11: Now may our God and Father himself and our 
Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.   

2 Thess 2.16-17: May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word.   

Ephesians 2.18: For through him we both have access to the 
Father by one Spirit.   

I John 1.3: And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ.   

I John 2.22-23: Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist -- he denies the 
Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the 
Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.   

I John 4.13-14: We know that we live in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit.  And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world.   

John starts with the greeting in Trinitarian fashion:  
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Rev 1.4: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who 
was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before 
his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 
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8 

GOD THE FATHER, THE SON  
AND  

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

For at the Last Supper, Jesus told us:  

"I came forth from the Father."  

So He is different from the Father.  

But He also promised:  

"If I go, I will send Him [the Paraclete] to you. . . . He will 
guide you to all truth" (John 16:28, 7, 13).  

So the Holy Spirit is also different. 

GOD THE FATHER 

 
 



TRINITY : M. M. NINAN 

8. God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit 

 

100 

Fatherhood is possible only when there is a Son.  The Title of 
Father to God is applied in the Old Testament in connection with 
God’s children who are identified as Mankind.  The first born or 
the primary elect among the mankind in this connection is 
identified as Israel 

Israel the Firstborn 

 "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD: "Israel 
is My son, My firstborn. So I say to you, let My son go that he 
may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill 
your son, your firstborn."'" (Exodus 4:22-23). 

"You are the children of the LORD your God; you shall not cut 
yourselves nor shave the front of your head for the dead." 
(Deuteronomy 14:1). 
 
"But I said: 'How can I put you among the children and give you 
a pleasant land, a beautiful heritage of the hosts of nations?' And 
I said: 'You shall call Me, "My Father," and not turn away from 
Me.'" (Jeremiah 3:19). 
 
"They shall come with weeping, And with supplications I will lead 
them.  I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters, In a 
straight way in which they shall not stumble; For I am a Father 
to Israel, And Ephraim is My firstborn." (Jeremiah 31:9). 
 
 "A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am 
the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is 
My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts To you priests who 
despise My name." (Malachi 1:6). 

Thus jewish prayers were addressed to “Our Father” 
Consequently, even before Christ's first advent, Jews prayed to 
'Our Father': 

"Lord, Father, and Ruler of my life, do not abandon me to the 
tongue's control or allow me to fall on its account." 
(Ecclesiasticus 23:1); 
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"So I sent up a prayer from the earth and begged for rescue from 
death. I cried, 'Lord, thou art my Father; do not desert me in 
time of trouble, when I am helpless in the face of arrogance.'" 
(Ecclesiasticus 51:10, NEB); 
 
"At that point he [Joseph] cried out, calling upon the mighty God 
to save him from their power.  He said, 'O Father, my God, 
leave me not forsaken, in the power of the nations.'" (Dead Sea 
Scrolls, Wise, Abegg, and Cook, p. 334, 74. 4Q371-373, 2Q22). 

 
"But now, O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay, and 
You our potter; and all we are the work of Your hand." (Isaiah 
64:8). 

 
This idea was confirmed and emphasized by Jesus. 
 

"Jesus said to her, 'Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet 
ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 
"I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My 
God and your God."'" (John 20:17). 

" , though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live 
and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets 
have said, 'For we are also His offspring.' Therefore, since we 
are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine 
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art 
and man’s devising." (Acts 17:26-29) 

"For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on 
earth (as there are many gods and many lords), yet for us there 
is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; 
and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and 
through whom we live." (1 Corinthians 8:5-6). 

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shadow of turning." (James 1:17). 
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"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort..." (2 Corinthians 
1:3); 

"...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him..." (Ephesians 1:17). 

 

GOD THE SON – JESUS 

  

Jesus is God 

 Here are some of the verses in the bible that indicates the 
deityhood of Jesus: 

Isaiah 9:6 "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace."  

Cf. Isaiah 7:14 (born of a virgin), and  
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John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God."  

John 1:14 "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." 

John 1:18 "No one has ever seen God, but God the One and 
Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known." The 
Bible says "God the One and Only" in NIV.  

John 5:21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them 
life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it."  

John 8:23–24: "But he continued,'You are from below; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that 
you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am [the 
one I claim to be], you will indeed die in your sins.'"  

John 8:58-59 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before 
Abraham was born, I am!"  So they took up stones to throw at 
him; but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple.  
 
John 10:30-33: "I and the Father are one."  The Jews took up 
stones again to stone him.  Jesus answered them, "I have shown 
you many good works from the Father; for which of these do you 
stone me?" The Jews answered him, "It is not for a good work 
that we stone you but for blasphemy; because you, being a 
man, make yourself God."  

John 10:38: "But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, 
believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in me, and I in the Father."  

John 12:41: "Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and 
spoke about him."  Indicates that Tetragrammaton in Isaiah 6:10 
refers to Jesus.  

John 20:28: "Thomas said to him, 'My Lord and my God!'"  
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Matthew 28:17: "When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but 
some were doubtful." 

Philippians 2:5–8: "Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on 
a cross!"  

Colossians 1:15:-17 "He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible 
God.  For by him [Jesus] all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him 
and for him.  He [Jesus] is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 

Colossians 2:9: "For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form"  

Titus 2:13: "while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ."  

1 Timothy 3:16: "And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory."  

Hebrews 1:8: "But about the Son he [God] says, "Your throne, O 
God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the 
scepter of your kingdom."  

1 John 5:20: "We know also that the Son of God has come and 
has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is 
true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life."  

Revelation 1:17–18: "When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 
dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be 
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afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and Hades."  

Jesus identified Himself as the Son of God: 

John 9:35-37 ;"Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and 
when He had found him, He said to him, 'Do you believe in the 
Son of God?' He answered and said, 'Who is He, Lord, that I 
may believe in Him?' And Jesus said to him, 'You have both 
seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.'" ( 
 
John 10:36 "...do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and 
sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am 
the Son of God'?"  
 
Matthew 27:43"He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He 
will have Him; for He said, 'I am the Son of God.'"  
 
John 11:4"When Jesus heard that, He said, 'This sickness is not 
unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.'"  

The Apostles confessed Jesus Christ as "the Son of God": 

John 20:31 "...but these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in His name."  
 
Acts 8:37 "Then Philip said, 'If you believe with all your heart, 
you may.'  And he answered and said, 'I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God.'"  
 
Acts 9:20 "Immediately he preached the Christ in the 
synagogues, that He is the Son of God."  

In the New Testament, Jews are described as rejecting Jesus'  
apparent claims to divinity, accusing him of blasphemy.  
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In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus forgives a man's sins and some 
Jewish teachers thought to themselves: "Why does this fellow 
talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?"  

 In the Gospel of John, some Jews began to stone Jesus, 
explaining that they did so "for blasphemy, because you, a mere 
man, claim to be God."  

Evidently Jews who heard Jesus understood his claim to be God 
or equal to God. 
 

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT  

 

 

 The Holy Spirit is God   

Psalm 139:7-8: [David cries to God:] "Where can I go from your 
Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the 
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 
there."  
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Acts 5:3-4: "Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has 
so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have 
kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 
Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, 
wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of 
doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.""  

1 Corinthians 2:10b-11: "The Spirit searches all things, even the 
deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of 
a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no 
one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God."  

 The Holy Spirit is omnipresent. "Where can I go from Your 
Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?" (Psalm 139:7).  

The Holy Spirit is all-knowing. "Who has directed the Spirit of 
the Lord, or as His counsellor has taught Him?" (Isaiah 40:13). 
"For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 
For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the 
man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God 
except the Spirit of God" (1 Corinthians 2:10-11). These 
passages indicate that the Spirit knows all that God knows.  

The Spirit is eternal.  

"How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" (Hebrews 
9:14).  

The Spirit is the truth.  

"And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is 
truth" (1 John 5:6). He is called "the Spirit of truth" in John 14:17.  

The Spirit proceeds from the Father and is sent by God and 
Christ.  

"And now the Lord GOD and His Spirit have sent Me" (Isaiah 
48:16).  
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"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you" (John 14:26).  

"But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will 
testify of Me" (John 15:26 

Holy Spirit is a Person 

The Holy Spirit has characteristics of a person.  

He has a mind. We read of "the mind of the Spirit" in Romans 
8:27.  

He has a will (1 Corinthians 12:11).  

He can speak (1 Timothy 4:1).  

He refers to himself as 'Me' and 'I' in Acts 13:2.; John 15:26; 
Romans 8:26; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13. 

Jesus, speaking to his disciplessays  

 John 14:15-18: 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 
And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 
18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” 

shortly before his death. He characterizes the Holy Spirit to them 
as the 'Spirit of Truth'. Chronologically though, the   In Matthew 
3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22, John 1:31-33 describing the 
baptism of Jesus  the incorporeal Holy Spirit is described as 
descending upon Jesus 'like' or 'as' a dove. 
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Holy Spirit leads people to faith in Jesus and gives them the 
ability to lead a Christian life. The Holy Spirit dwells inside every 
Christian, each one's body being his temple  

1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of 
God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  

 The Holy Spirit is depicted as a 'Counselor' or 'Helper' 
(paracletus), "Advocate"   

"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you" (John 14:26).  

The Holy Spirit transforms the believer to produce the  Fruit of 
the Holy Spirit. A list of "spiritual gifts"   include    prophecy, 
tongues, healing,  knowledge, giving, leadership, mercy  etc.   

Steve Rudd in his excellent studies on Trinity in the Bible has a 

collection of proof texts for the various names of God applied to 

Father , Son and the Holy Spirit identically at  

http://www.bible.ca/trinity/trinity-definition-god-divine-qualities-

ascribed.htm.  Here are the references where they are all called 

God.   

Divine 

Title 

The Father The Son The Holy 

Spirit 

God Deut 32:6; Ps 89:26; 

Isa 63:16; 64:8; Mal 

1:6; 2:10; Mt 6:9; Jn 

6:27; Gal 1:1-3; Eph 

4:6; 5:20; 6:23; Phil 

1:2; 2:11; 4:20; Col 

3:17; 

Gen 19:24; Ps 45:7; Isa 

7:14; 9:6; Zech 12:10 Mt 

1:23; Jn 1:1; 5:18; 20:28; 

Acts 20:28; Rom 9:5; Phil 

2:6-7; Col 2:9; 1 Tim 

3:16; Titus 2:14; Heb 1:8-

9; 2 Pet 1:1; 1 Jn 5:20 

Hag 2:5; Mt 

12:28; Lk 

11:20; Acts 

5:3-4; 1 Cor 

12:6,11,18; 2 

Cor 3:17 

 

 



TRINITY : M. M. NINAN 

8. God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit 

 

110 

Symbols of the Holy Spirit in the Bible 

•  The dove.   Matthew 3:16  

 

• Water   1 Corinthians 12:13  John 19:34; 1 John 5:8    
John 4:10-14; John 7:38; Exodus 17:1-6; Isaiah 55:1; 
Zechariah 14:8; 1 Corinthians 10:4; Revelation 21:6; 
22:17 
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• oil -   1 John 2:20,27; 2 Corinthians 1:21   

 

• Fire  In the form of tongues "as of fire",   
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• Cloud and light -    

 
Virgin Mary and "overshadows" her,   
On the mountain of Transfiguration,  Luke 9:34-35 

 

• The seal   "The Father has set his seal" on Christ and 
also seals us in him. John 6:27;  2 Corinthians 1:22; 
Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 4:3  .  
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• The hand. It is by the Apostles' laying on  of hands that 
the Holy Spirit is given.   

 

• The finger.   Exodus 31:18; 2 Corinthians 3:3 

 

Jehovah's Witness view 

Jehovah's Witnesses considers that the idea of Holy Spirit is a 
personification   and does not really indicate that the subject is a 
person 

Oneness Pentecostalism view 

Oneness Pentecostals believe that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of 
God himself both in action and in person. They believe the Holy 
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Ghost is not a distinct individual in personage, or in personality 
apart from or together with God. They believe the Holy Spirit 
simply is God.  

Binitarianism, considers that the Holy Spirit is not a separate 
being, but energies of the Father and the Son . 
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9 

TRINITY THROUGH HISTORY 

The word trias (of which the Latin trinitas is a translation) is first 
found in Theophilus of Antioch about A.D. 180. He speaks of 
"the Trinity of God [the Father], His Word and His Wisdom (To 
Autolycus II.15). The term may, of course, have been in use 
before his time.  

Barnabas (c. A.D. 70): 

 
The Epistle of Barnabas is a Greek 
writing containing twenty-one 
chapters, preserved in complete 
form in the 4th century Codex 
Sinaiticus where it appears at the 
end of the New Testament. It is 
traditionally ascribed to the 
Barnabas who is mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles.  Many 
scholars today believe it was 
probably written in the years AD 
70-131, based on the internal 
evidence. 
 “And further, my brethren: if the 
Lord endured to suffer for our soul, 
He being Lord of all the world, to 
whom God said at the foundation 
of the world, Let us make man 

after our image, and after our likeness, (Genesis 1:26) 
understand how it was that He endured to suffer at the hand of 
men. The prophets, having obtained grace from Him, prophesied 
concerning Him. And He (since it behoved Him to appear in 
flesh), that He might abolish death, and reveal the resurrection 
from the dead, endured [what and as He did], in order that He 
might fulfil the promise made unto the fathers, and by preparing 
a new people for Himself, might show, while He dwelt on earth, 
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that He, when He has raised mankind, will also judge them. 
“(Epistle of Barnabas). 

  
Clement bishop of Rome (c. A.D. 96): 
 

Clement I, the bishop of Rome 
is considered to be the fourth 
pope by the Roman Catholic 
Church, after Anacletus, Linus 
and Peter. He is one of the 
earliest Apostolic Fathers. The 
Epistle of Clement was 
probably written between AD 

92 to 99.  This probably was 

the fellow worker of St. Paul 

mentioned in Phil. 4:3.  In 

Clement’s Letter to the 

Corinthians, he clearly distinguishes the Father from the Lord 

Jesus Christ: 
 
 “The Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Church of 
God sojourning at Corinth, to those who are called and 
sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you, and peace, from Almighty God through Jesus 
Christ, be multiplied….. as being stones of the temple of the 
Father, prepared for the building of God the Father, and drawn 
up on high by the instrument of Jesus Christ, which is the 
cross, making use of the Holy Spirit as a rope, while your faith 
was the means by which you ascended, and your love the way 
which led up to God …  Have we not [all] one God and one 
Christ? Is there not one Spirit of grace poured out upon us?. 
(Letter to the Corinthians). 

Ignatius bishop of Antioch (c. A.D. 107): 
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Ignatius of Antioch died between AD 98-117 as a martyr in the 
Roman Arena and his icon is usually portrayed with two lions. He 

was the third Bishop of Antioch. 
When the Apostle Peter left 
Antioch for Rome, Evodius 
succeeded him as bishop.  . 
Evodius was bishop of Antioch 
until AD 69, when Ignatius 
succeeded him. Ignatius,  called 
himself Theophorus ("bearer of 
God"), was most likely a disciple 
of both the Apostles Peter and 
John 

“Jesus Christ, who was with the 
Father before the beginning of 
time, and in the end was 
revealed. . . . He, being 
begotten by the Father before 

the beginning of time, was God the Word, the only-begotten 
Son, and remains the same for ever. . . “. (Letter to the 
Magnesians) 

 “For our God, Jesus Christ, now that He 
is with the Father, is all the more 
revealed [in His glory]. Christianity is not 
a thing of silence only, but also of 
[manifest] greatness” (Letter to the 
Romans). 
  
 Hermas (c. A.D. 88-97): 
 
The Shepherd of Hermas (sometimes 
called The Pastor or The Shepherd) is a 
was written in the second century,  and 
was  occasionally considered as 
canonical by some of the early Church 
fathers. The reference to Clement of 
Rome suggests a date between 88 and 
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97 This may be the same Hermes whom Paul Greets in Rom  
16;14.  He says , 
 
 “The Son of God is older than all his creation, so that he 
became the Father’s adviser in his creation. Therefore, also he 
is ancient” (The Shepherd, Ninth Similitude). 

  
 Polycarp bishop of Smyrna (c. A.D. 130-156): 

 
 Eusebius dates his martyrdom to the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius, c. AD 166-
167. However, The Martyrdom of 
Polycarp dates his death in the 
proconsulship of Statius Quadratus, c. 
AD 155-156.  Tradition associates him 
with Ignatius and the Apostle John.   
 
 “O Lord God Almighty, the Father of 
thy beloved and blessed Son Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have received the 
knowledge of Thee . . . I give Thee 
thanks that Thou hast counted me, 
worthy of this day and this hour, that I 

should have a part in the number of Thy martyrs, in the cup of 
thy Christ, to the resurrection of eternal life, both of soul and 
body, through the incorruption [imparted] by the Holy Ghost. . . . 
Wherefore also I praise Thee for all things, I bless Thee, I glorify 
Thee, along with the everlasting and heavenly Jesus Christ, 
Thy beloved Son, with whom, to Thee, and the Holy Spirit, 
be glory both now and to all coming ages. Amen (Martyrdom of 
Polycarp, 14) 

  
 
 
 Mathetes (c. A.D. 130): 
  
 “For which reason He [the Father] sent the Word, that He 
might be manifested to the world. . . . This is He who was from 
the beginning, who appeared as if new, and was found old, and 
yet who is ever born afresh in the hearts of the saints. This is He 
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who, being from everlasting, is today called the Son. . . . (Letter 
to Diognetus, 11). 
  
 Tertullian, (155 – 222 AD) the Latin theologian    is the first 

person to use the word in connection with 
the three persons in One God with one 
substance and one in essence..   "Trinity," 
"person" and "substance"to explain that 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are "one in 
essence – not one in Person." (On Pudicity 
21).     

 

 

 

Origen Adamantius (185– 254 AD 

In the next century the word is in general use. It is found in many 
passages of  Origen Adamantius (185– 254 AD) ("In Ps. xvii", 
15). And Origen in his work Against Celsus VIII.15 says: "We 
declare that the Son is not mightier than the Father, but inferior 
to Him. And this belief we ground on the saying of Jesus Himself: 
"The Father who sent me is greater than I."  
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Gregory of Neocaesarea  (213 – 
270 AD). 

The first creed in which it appears is 
that of Origen's pupil, Gregory of 
Neocaesarea, also known as 
Gregory Thaumaturgus or Gregory 
the Wonderworker, (213 – 270 AD). 
In his Ekthesis tes pisteos composed 
between 260 and 270, he writes 

"There is therefore nothing created, nothing greater or less 
(literally, nothing subject) in the Trinity (oute oun ktiston ti, he 
doulon en te triadi), nothing superadded, as though it had not 
existed before, but never been without the Son, nor the Son 
without the Spirit; and this same Trinity is immutable and 
unalterable forever".  

This formula, states clearly the distinction between the Persons 
in the Trinity, and emphasizing the eternity, equality, immortality, 
and perfection, not only of the Father, but of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

 St. Hippolytus ( ? – 236AD )was a Martyr, presbyter and 
antipope (Pope Zephyrinus198-217).  
Hippolytus had combated the heresy of 
Theodotion and the Alogi; in like fashion he 
opposed the false doctrines of Noetus, of 
Epigonus, of Cleomenes, and of Sabellius, 
who emphasized the unity of God too one-
sidedly (Monarchians) and saw in the 
concepts of the Father and the Son merely 
manifestations (modi) of the Divine Nature 
(Modalism, Sabellianism). Hippolytus, on the 
contrary, stood uncompromisingly for a real 
difference between the Son (Logos) and the 
Father, but so as to represent the Former as 

a Divine Person almost completely separate from God (Ditheism) 
and at the same time altogether subordinate to the Father 
(Subordinationism). closes his work against Noetus with the 
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words: "To Him be glory and power with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit in Holy Church now and always for ever and ever. Amen" 
(Against Noetus 18).  

Bishop Denis of Alexandria (c. A.D. 260)  who was worried 
about the error of the heresy of trinity as three modes or 
functions of God as proposed by  bishops  Euphranor and 
Ammonius wrote strongly emphasizing the three Person aspect.  
In order to emphasize the distinction between the Persons, he 
termed the Son poiema tou Theou  which suggested that the son 
was generated from the Father.  When this was indicated by a 
council he re-emphasized the  co-substantiality of the Son in his    
"Elegxhos kai apologia,"  and in it he used the term, homoousios, 
which became the central phrase of Nicean Council.  He used 
the  the Trinitarian formula :  "To God the Father and to His Son 
Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit be honour and glory forever and 
ever, Amen" (in St. Basil, On the Holy Spirit 29.72).  

St. Basil (329 -379.AD)  tells us that it was an immemorial 
custom among Christians when they lit the evening lamp to give 
thanks to God with prayer: Ainoumen Patera kai Gion kai 
Hagion Pneuma Theou ("We praise the Father, and the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit of God"). 

During the period of history in an 
attempt to understand the concept 
of trinity as given in the Bible 
various teachers presented 
theories which were not always 
acceptable to the Church.  The 
major controversy surrounded the 
status of the Son in relation to the 
Father.  It has led to serious 
confrontations and anathemas and 
councils.  Essentially the fight was 
for the deity status of Jesus. When 
we go through these we will see 

that slight emphasis on certain facts shifts the argument and 
make them tend towards heresy.  The standard here through out 
for the church was: 
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1Jn 4:2 -3  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,  and 
every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God. This is 
the spirit of antichrist, of which you heard that it was coming, and 
now it is in the world already.  

 Some of these attempts are mentioned below: 

Gnosticism  

Promoters of this view were Simon Magus, Marcion, Saturninus, 
Cerinthus and Basilides.  

This was probably an ancient system  predating Christ. The 
name comes from the word gnosis meaning to know. 

 According to the Gnostics,  Jesus was the son of Joseph and 
Mary. The anointing as Christ came upon him at his baptism 
which remained with him through his ministry and left him at the 
crucifixion.     

The docetic theory is the theory of "appearance." A sharp 
distinction was made between Christ, the divine æon or 
perfected "man," and Jesus the personality. The God, or rather 
God, in Christ, did not suffer, but appeared to suffer; the lower 
man, Jesus, alone suffered.  

In another approach,  Christ was not really incarnated in a man 
Jesus, but took to himself a phantasmal body called Jesus.   This   
phantasmal body   appear and disappear at will, and become 
dense or materialised, so as to be felt physically 

In yet another approach Chirst used   the physical body of  Jesus 
to teach gnosis 
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Christ as Anthropos, 

 standing on the globe,  

flanked by the four elements.  

From Bartholomew de Glanville, Liber de proprietatibus rerum 

Bartholomew Anglici, Strasbourg 1485. 

Sabellianism, Modalism, modalistic monarchianism, or 
modal monarchism 

Sabellius, Praxeus, Noetus, Epigonus 

Sabellianism also known as modalism, modalistic 
monarchianism, or modal monarchism is the  belief that the  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are different modes or aspects of 
one God, as perceived by the believer, rather than three distinct 
persons in God 

MODALISTIC MONARCHIANISM: monarchia-

one origin,one ruler 

Belief in and worship of ONE GOD as he reveals 

himself in diverse 
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modes or aspects, denying a seperation of personages 

and declaring total unity. 

Believed that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were 

different modes of the 

"ONE TRUE GOD". 

 
 

SABELLIANISM 

  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

are not names of truly distinct persons, but rather 

modes, energies, and aspects  

of the one divine person. 

Modalists points out that the only number ascribed to God in the 
Holy Bible is One and that there is no inherent threeness 
ascribed to God explicitly in scripture. The number three is never 
mentioned in relation to God in scripture, which of course is the 
number that is central to the word "Trinity". The only possible 
exception to this is the Comma Johanneum, a disputed text 
passage in First John known primarily from the King James 
Version and some versions of the Textus Receptus but not 
included in modern critical texts. Modalism has been mainly 
associated with Sabellius, who taught a form of it in Rome in the 
third century.  Sabellius taught that God was indivisible, with 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit being three modes or manifestations 
of the same divine Person. Son was the Father himself in a 
different mode.  Sabellianism was the doctrine adhered to by a 
sect of the Montanists. 
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Tertullian gave Sabellius' doctrine the name Patripassianism, 
meaning ‘the father suffered’. It was God the Father himself who 
became incarnate as Jesus.  He was born, suffered, and died on 
the cross.  Hence the Father's (patri) passion (suffer) on the 
cross is efficacious 

PATRIPASSIANISM 

  Sabellianism declared that it was "The Father" 

not the Son, who suffered and died on the Cross. 

Sabellius of Libya in Rome  systemized this concept.   "The 
existence of a divine monad (huiopater) which by a process of 
expansion projected itself successively in revelation as the 
Father, Son, H.Spirit.( Elwells Evangelical dictionary of theology 
p.727) 

Thus One God successively revealed Himself to man through 
history.  So these three modes simply were a process of 
revelation as man understood the unchanging Monad.  This is 
known as  dispensational Modalism.   “The Father was the 
creator and law giver, the Son was the redeemer and the Holy 
.Spirit was the giver of grace and the regenerator."    

      

  "Their doctrine is, that Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one and 
the same being, in the sense that three names are attached to 
the one substance. A close analogy may be found in the body, 
soul and spirit of man. The body as it were the Father: the soul 
as the Son ; while the Spirit is to the Godhead as his spirit is to a 
man. Or take the sun: it is one substance, but it has three 
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manifestations, light , heat and the orb itself. The heat…( is 
analogous to) the Spirit; the light to the Son; while the Father 
himself is represented as the actual substance. The Son was at 
one time emitted, like a ray of light; he accomplished in the world 
all that pertained to the dispensation of the Gospel and man’s 
salvation, and was taken back into heaven , as a ray is emitted 
by the sun and then withdrawn again into the sun."(Epiphanius 
Bishop of Salamis 375 AD. Adv. hareses Ixii.1)  

Tertullian was the major opponent of this system.  He wrote: "We 
do indeed believe that there is only one God, but we believe that 
under this dispensation, or, as we say, oikonomia, there is also a 
Son of this one only God, his Word, who proceeded from him 
and through whom all things were made and without whom 
nothing was made. . . . We believe he was sent down by the 
Father, in accord with his own promise, the Holy Spirit, the 
Paraclete, the Sanctifier of the faith of those who believe in the 
Father and the Son, and in the Holy Spirit. . . . this rule of faith 
has been present since the beginning of the Gospel, before even 
the earlier heretics" (Against Praxeas 2 [A.D. 216]).  

Noetus of Smyrna, the originator of the proposal was 
condemned by a local synod, around A.D. 200. Sabellius, who 
propagated the idea at Rome around A.D. 220, was 
excommunicated by Pope Callistus.  

The Subordinatians 

The Subordinatians insisted too much on the real distinction 
between the Persons and on the origin of the Son and the Holy 
Ghost from the Father. They held that the Son and the Holy 
Ghost were the effect of a Divine operation ad extra, and thus 
were inferior to God, but above all other creatures.  

The Tritheists 

Tritheism is the belief that there are three distinct, powerful gods, 
who form a triad.  
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 Adoptionism 

Adoptionists taught that Jesus was a man who was tested by 
God and after passing this test and upon His baptism, He was 
granted supernatural powers by God and adopted as the Son.  
As a reward for His great accomplishments and perfect character 
Jesus was raised from the dead and adopted into the Godhead. 
Theodotus of Byzantium was the most prominent adherent to 
this thought.   Adoptionist scholars see their adoptionist ideas in 
the writings of Paul  and in the Gospel of Mark.  They see Paul 
placing the adoption at the Resurrection while Mark placeing it at 
Jesus' Baptism.  The Gnostic group known as Marcionites 
believed that Jesus the man had been adopted by God at his 
baptism, and that he had come to abolish the laws of the Old 
Testament, thereby defeating the evil god of the old testament. 

Mar 1:11  and a voice came from heaven, "Thou art my beloved 
Son; with thee I am well pleased."  

Adoptionism was condemned as a heresy by Pope Victor (A.D. 
190-198). Adoptionism was later revived in the 8th Century in 
Spain by Elipandus, archbishop of Toledo, and Felix, bishop of 
Urgel.   Several Neo Adoptionist views arose in the later periods 
also. 

Thus through history, the believers and doubters together 
grapled with the concept of the Trinity of God as One God in 
Three Persons. There are ever so many permutations and 
combinations of the theories. But none could deny the reality of 
Jesus and his claims. The problem they dealt with was “How can 
we explain this historical objective phenomena of Jesus of 
Nazareth who rose from the dead and claimed oneness with the 
Father?” These systems of thoughts still persists with all sorts of 
shades even today in the Christian Churches. 
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The Emergence of Hinduism 
from Christianity  
This book establishes that Hinduism is really of 
very recent origin. Evidences based on 
Archealogy, Linguistics and History establishes 
beyond reasonable doubt that the modern 
Hinduism is an outgrowth of Thomas Christianity 
under the influecne of Syrian Gnositicism. The 
myths of Mahabali and Parasurama refers to the 
defeat of Christians at the hands of the 
Vaishnavite gnostics.  
  

 

Selected Works of 
Prof.M.M.Ninan vol3  
Prophecy of Daniel Quantum Theology The 
Names of God Sola Scriptora- What does it 
mean? Cause Effect and the First Cause. A Study 
of Hebrews Chapter One. Land and Sea Reoutes 
of Early Christian Mission to India. Emergence of 
Hinduism from Christianity.  
 

 



  

 

  

 

129 

 

Selected Works of 
Prof.M.M.Ninan vol2   
This selection contains: The History of Early 
Christianity in India; Hinduism is a Heresy of 
Thomas Christianity; History of the Malankara 
Churches; The Time Line of Christian History; 
Soteriology; Development of Mariolatory; 
Principles of Prosperity in the Kingdom of 
Heaven; Liturgy of St.James; Who is 
Melchizedek?; Christian Understanding of Trinity; 
God called the Sudanese before Israel!!  
  

 

Selected Works of 
Prof.M.M.Ninan vol1 
Selected works of Prof. M.M.Ninan including: I AM 
- Symbols used by Jesus to explain himself; The 
Seven Churches of Revelation; The Kingdom 
Parables; A Study on Baptisml Perspectives on 
the Lord's Supper; When was Jesus Born? 
Genealogy of Jesus Theodicy, Anthropology and 
Demonology (God, Man and the Devil)  

 

Lord's Appointed Festivals  

The Appointed Festivals of the Lord as given to 
Moses on the Mount of Zion is a calender which 
clearly explains the total Plan of Salvation of 
Mankind. This Gospel in the Festival Calendar is 
explained by Prof. Ninan in this book.  
 

 

Time Line Church History  

This is a compilation of the Time Line of Church 
History through two millenia.  
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The Seven Churches  

This a study of the first three chapters of the book 
of Revelations to John.  
 
 
 

   

 

A Study on Baptism  

This is a detailed study on the various aspects of 
Christian baptism. Is Baptism necessary for 
salvation? What is the purpose and function of 
Baptism? What is the correct mode of baptism? 
What is the difference between Covenant Baptism 
and Believer's Baptism?  
 

 

 

Hinduism,  
What really happenned in India.  
The religion known today as Hinduism is the 
Thomas Churches of Inner India established by 
St.Thomas which was high jacked by the Gnostics 
and Theosophists.  

 

The Biblical Concept of Man  
What is Man? What is his relation with God? Why 
is Man so important that God incarnated into the 
lowest realms of human existence? Professor 
Ninan develops two dimensional vector model of 
Man to explain the meaning of fall of man and 
reinterprets the Hebrew mystic ideas of Cosmos 
and Creation and the Theology of Theosis  
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I AM:  
Symbols Jesus Used to Explain 
Himself  
During the end of his ministry, Jesus gave several 
statements which started with I AM in an attempt 
to explain who he really was. These symbols 
therefore give us an insight into the mystery of 
incarnation and process of redemption. These are 
explained in this book with the clarity of a 
scientist.  

 
 

 

KINGDOM PARABLES  

In Mathew 13 Jesus tells a series of seven 
parables starting with the phrase "The Kingdom of 
God is like .....". Even though parables are not to 
be used as allegories, Jesus himself explained it 
as allegories and states that in years to come new 
meanings will be found in them. Here is an 
attempt to explain these seven parables as the 
development of Christianity through history. the 
point is that it fits.  

 

THE WORD BECAME FLESH  

This is a collection of over a 100 paintings by 
Prof. M.M.Ninan. They include reproductions of 
Oil on Paper and of Digital Art. They are produced 
on the theme of Redemption and Recreation of 
Cosmos through the incarnation of Word in Flesh.  

 

SOTERIOLOGY 
S Study on God’s Sovereignity, Human Freedom, 
Sin and Salvation. 
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THEODICY 
The Good God, Man, Evil, Devil and the Satan. 
If God is good, how do you explain thepresence 
of evil.   
Is there a Devil? 

 

THE SECRETS OF THE PRAYER 
SHAWL 

 

SEMIOTICS OF SACRAMENTS 

 

QUANTUM THEOLOGY 
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Prof. M.M.Ninan is a Professor of Theoretical Physics by 
training. He has taught Physics in the Universities around 
the world: Bombay (India: Royal Institute of Science), 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Jamaica, The Yemen Arab Republic, 
Sudan (Universities of Khartoun, Gezira and Juba), as well 
as in the United States of America. He was the President of 
the Hindustan Academy of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences of Bangalore University. 

Prof M.M.Ninan and his wife Mrs. Ponnamma Ninan – a 
sociologist, teacher - has taught extensively on the Bible in 
Yemen, Sudan, India and United States. He was the first 
Moderator/Chairman of the International Christian 
Fellowship of the Yemen Arab Republic (the first Yemeni 
Christian Church established since the massacre of 
Yemeni “Thomas Christians” by Islam in 6th c AD.) He was 
one of the pioneers of the Sudan Pentecostal Churches 
and of the Sudan Theological College, where he taught 
theology for over five years (during his tenure as Professor 
of Physics in the University of Juba in the South Sudan.) 


