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M. M. NINAN 

INTRODUCTION 

This study started as an investigation into the Judeo-Christian concept of 

the creation of cosmos and the final apex creation of man as the image of 

God.  Creation itself was the process of the Word becoming flesh and 

formed part of the existence within God.  Where else can they exist since 

there is nothing outside of God.  However I was soon side tracked by the 

description of similar cosmic structures in several cultures.  Hence it turned 

out more of a comparative religious study.   Particular mention must be 

made of the teachings of Jainism where there are detailed descriptions of 

the structure of cosmos and even the structure of various types of souls 

within the creation.  These are more akin to the oral traditions of Jewish 

mysticism known as Kabbalah, which were documented late in the 

Christian era.    

I have taken the liberty of quoting extensively from other modern scholars. 

The comparison of Trinitatian structure of Father, Son and Holy Spirit to 

the reflection as Body, Soul and Spirit had been a matter of debate 

especially on the question of material physical part of the body of God.    

M.M.Ninan  

San Jose, CA 

2014 
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CHAPTER ONE 
  

 
 

Though we all know what is life, it is a challenge for scientists and philosophers to define life in 
unequivocal terms. This is difficult partly because life is a process, not a pure substance.  Any definition 

of life must be sufficiently broad to encompass all life with which we are familiar, and must be 
sufficiently general to include life that may be fundamentally different from life on Earth.  
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A 
BIOLOGY – SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS OF LIFE 

 

 “We biologists have a working definition: 'something organic that can obtain energy, independently 
reproduce and have the ability to adapt to its environment.'” FSU  Biology Professor Dr. Scott  Fritz. 
 
Life is considered a characteristic of organisms that exhibit all or most of the following characteristics or 

traits:  
 
1. Homeostasis: Regulation of the internal environment to maintain a constant state; for example, 
electrolyte concentration or sweating to reduce temperature. 

 
2. Organization: Being structurally composed of one or more cells — the basic units of life. 
 
3. Metabolism: Transformation of energy by converting chemicals and energy into cellular 

components (anabolism) and decomposing organic matter (catabolism). Living things require energy to 
maintain internal organization (homeostasis) and to produce the other phenomena associated with life. 
 
4. Growth: Maintenance of a higher rate of anabolism than catabolism. A growing organism 

increases in size in all of its parts, rather than simply accumulating matter. 
 
5. Adaptation: The ability to change over time in response to the environment. This ability is 
fundamental to the process of evolution and is determined by the organism's heredity, diet, and 

external factors. 
 
6. Response to stimuli: A response can take many forms, from the contraction of a unicellular 
organism to external chemicals, to complex reactions involving all the senses of multi cellular 

organisms. A response is often expressed by motion; for example, the leaves of a plant turning toward 
the sun (phototropism), and chemo taxis. 
 
7. Reproduction: The ability to produce new individual organisms, either asexually from a single 
parent organism, or sexually from two parent organisms. 

 
These complex processes, called physiological functions, have underlying physical and chemical bases, 
as well as signaling and control mechanisms that are essential to maintaining life. 
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 >>> 

http://infohost.nmt.edu/~klathrop/7characterisitcs_of_life.htm gives this interesting list 
 

THE 7 CHARACTERISTICS OF LIFE: 
 
 1. Living Things are composed of Cells: 
 

 
 

• Single-cell organisms have everything they need to be self-sufficient. 
• In multi-cellular organisms, specialization increases until some cells do only certain things.  

 
2. Living Things Have Different Levels of Organization:  
 

• Both molecular and cellular organization. 

• Living things must be able to organize simple substances into complex ones. 
• Living things organize cells at several levels:  

 Tissue - a group of cells that perform a common function. 
Organ - a group of tissues that perform a common function. 

Organ system - a group of organs that perform a common function. 
Organism - any complete living thing. 
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3. Living Things Use Energy:   

• Living things take in energy and use it for maintenance and growth. 
  
4. Living Things Respond To Their Environment: 

• Living things will make changes in response to a stimulus in their environment. 

• A behavior is a complex set of responses. 
 

  5. Living Things Grow:   
• Cell division - the orderly formation of new cells. 

• Cell enlargement - the increase in size of a cell. Cells grow to a certain size and then divide. 
• An organism gets larger as the number of its cells increases. 

 
6. Living Things Reproduce:   

• Reproduction is not essential for the survival of individual organisms, but must occur for a 
species to survive. 

• All living things reproduce in one of the following ways: 
• Asexual reproduction - Producing offspring without the use of gametes. 

• Sexual reproduction - Producing offspring by the joining of sex cells. 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

5 
 

 
7. Living Things Adapt To Their Environment: 

• Adaptations are traits giving an organism an advantage in a certain environment. 

• Variation of individuals is important for a healthy species. 

 

With each new technological breakthrough things get more complicated. Microscopes become 
successively more powerful, able to penetrate the depths of body, cell and nucleus, revealing new life, 
different life, unclassifiable by common convention. 

  

B 

CARBON-BASED LIFE 

 

 
The Lewis structure of a carbon atom, showing its four valence electrons. 

 
For some unknown reason, Carbon forms the key component for all known naturally occurring life on 
Earth. Complex molecules are made up of carbon bonded with other elements, especially oxygen, 

hydrogen and nitrogen, and carbon is able to bond with all of these because of its four valence 
electrons. The complex molecules that humans use in their biological processes are based primarily on 
chains of carbon atoms (with some other atoms thrown in). Every biologically active molecule used in 
the human body contains carbon somewhere. Other elements used by the human body include oxygen, 

nitrogen, hydrogen, sulfur, phosphorus, sodium, potassium and calcium, but these elements are only 
attached to the carbon chains.    
 
Carbon is abundant on earth. It is also lightweight and relatively small in size, making it easier for 

enzymes to manipulate carbon molecules. It is often assumed in astrobiology that if life exists 
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somewhere else in the universe, it will also be carbon based.  This assumption is referred to by critics 
as carbon chauvinism. 
 

Characteristics of carbon as a basis for life  
The two most important characteristics of carbon as a basis for the chemistry of life are that it has four 
valence bonds and that the energy required making or breaking a bond is just at an appropriate level 
for building molecules which are not only stable, but also reactive.  

 
The fact that carbon atoms bond readily to other carbon atoms allows for the building of arbitrarily 
long complex molecules and polymers. 
 

There are not many other elements which even appear to be promising candidates for supporting life - 
for example, processes such as metabolism - but the most frequently suggested alternative is silicon. 
This is in the same group in the Periodic Table of elements and therefore also has four valence bonds. 
It also bonds to itself, but generally in the form of crystal lattices rather than long chains. Silicon 

compounds are generally stable but do not support the ability readily to re-combine in different 
permutations in a manner that would plausibly support lifelike processes. 
 

 
 

The acronym CHNOPS, which stands for carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, phosphorus, and sulfur, 
represents the six most important chemical elements whose covalent combinations make up most 

biological molecules on Earth.  Sulfur is used in the amino acids cysteine and methionine.  Phosphorus 
is an essential element in the formation of phospholipids, a class of lipids that are a major component 
of all cell membranes, as they can form lipid bilayers, which keep ions, proteins, and other molecules 
where they are needed for cell function, and prevent them from diffusing into areas where they should 

not be. Phospholipids are also an essential component of nucleic acids.  
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C 
LIVING THINGS CONTAIN DNA 

The seven characteristics are simply explanation of what is observed in all Life forms.  However a 

better definition of Life is in terms of the DNA codes that are found in all life forms.  Every living thing 
has in their cells the instructions, the blueprint of life.  This is the DNA or deoxyribonucleic acid found 
in our cell nucleus.  The genetic instructions of all living organisms are contained in molecules of 
deoxyribonucleic acid. DNA contains instructions that are used by cells to produce proteins. The vast 

array of different chemical reactions that build and maintain cells are controlled by proteins.  DNA is 
made of a series of bases in a specific order.  Cells use DNA to create amino acids which in turn create 
proteins, which in turn create cells, which in turn create body parts over a lot of intermediate steps.  
 

The DNA is double helix shaped, which is a “twisted ladder” shape.  Each rung of the ladder is made of 
a series of two bases bonded together.   DNA has four bases called: Adenine, Thymine, Cytosine, 
Guanine, which we shorten to A, T, C, G.   A always binds to T, C always binds to G.  The way that 
these bases sit on each rung of the ladder determine the order they will code for proteins.  The DNA 

will split apart when it is time to use the DNA for coding.  Each rung of the ladder is available to bind to 
other bases called RNA.   
 
The instructions for making proteins are found in the genes; different genes contain instructions for 

different proteins or parts of proteins. Before protein is synthesized, the information in DNA must first 
be copied. The copy is composed of a substance similar to DNA called mRNA (for messenger RNA). It is 
mRNA that is used in the manufacture of protein. The diagram below illustrates that information in 
DNA is used to create mRNA and that information in mRNA is used to synthesize protein.   

 
By 1950’s, DNA was pinned down as the genetic blueprint of life.   Stanley Miller was taught that life 
was produced from organic compounds under earth's  atmospheric conditions of around 3,800 million 
years ago when high voltage electric lightning charges  hit on a mixture of  hydrogen, methane, 

ammonia and water vapor soup. He tried to reproduce these conditions.  Lo and behold, there appears 
- amino acids, commonly called the building blocks of life. Subsequent experiments in this new field of 
“abiotic chemistry” would yield purine and pyrimidine, sugars which are integral to the structure of both 
RNA and DNA.  Thus we came to the beautiful conclusion that life’s organic components could be 
synthesized from an inorganic matter. The chemical compounds of living things are known as organic 

compounds because of their association with organisms. They do not produce life?  How do you go 
from organic compounds to organisms with life? How do the components of life rise up and coalesce 
into an organism?” The question is how to jump from matter to life is gulf which science could not surf.  
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Where do these come from? 

 
It is the code 
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Key carbon-based molecules in the life processes are: 
The most notable groups of chemicals used in the processes of living organisms include: 
Proteins, which are the building blocks from which the structures of living organisms are constructed 

(this includes almost all enzymes, which catalyses organic chemical reactions) 
Nucleic acids, which carry genetic information 
Carbohydrates, which store energy in a form that can be used by living cells 
Lipids,  which also store energy, but in a more concentrated form, and which may be stored for 

extended periods in the bodies of animals. 
As is clear, carbon is not the most abundant material in the universe nor of the surface of earth to form 
the most probable building block for life.  Yet it is the basic element that supports life - a low 
probability event. 

  
 

D 
LIFE OUTSIDE OF EARTH 

Alien life, such as bacteria, has been hypothesized to exist in the Solar System and throughout the 
universe. This hypothesis relies on the vast size and consistent physical laws of the observable 
universe. According to this argument, made by scientists such as Carl Sagan and Stephen Hawking, it 
would be improbable for life not to exist somewhere other than Earth. 

 

Enrico Fermi’s paradox: at lunch one day in 1950, the famous physicist asked aloud, ‘Where is 

everybody?’ referring to alien visitors. Fermi argued that if the Earth is not special in having intelligent 
life, then civilizations should already have evolved many times in our galaxy, since there are billions of 
stars older than the Sun. If any one of these civilizations had wanted to colonize the galaxy, they could 
have done so by now. Since there is no compelling evidence that any aliens have visited the Earth, we 
must conclude that we are alone. 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

11 
 

On the other hand, one of the pioneers of the search for extraterrestrial intelligence, Frank Drake, 
estimated that there were probably between 1000 and 100 million advanced civilizations in our galaxy.   

 
Dr. Frank Drake (1930- ) 

Drake equation, also called Green Bank equation purports to yield the number N of technically 
advanced civilizations in the Milky Way Galaxy as a function of other astronomical, biological, and 

psychological factors. Formulated in large part by the U.S. astrophysicist Frank Drake, it was first 
discussed in 1961 at a conference on the “search for extraterrestrial intelligence” (SETI), held at the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory in Green Bank, W.Va. The equation predicts the number of 
possible life forms in the Galaxy. 
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.  

The official U.S. government position on extraterrestrial life, and the three major efforts in the search 
for it are: 
1. Looking for extra solar planets (Image: Kepler spacecraft) 
2. Listening for signals (Image: Allen array)  

3. Robotic exploration of the Solar System (Image: Curiosity rover)  

THE SEARCH FOR EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL INTELLIGENCE (SETI) 

The Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI) is based at the University of California in Berkley 

and has several radio telescopes that are dedicated to listening out for signals from alternative life 
forms. The researchers need to be dedicated since despite constant searching after picking up a 
promising signal in 1977, they haven’t heard anything else. 

As scientists add to the growing list of planets in the universe which are classed as habitable, Professor 
Cockell poses an important question – Does life always arise whenever a planet's conditions deem it 

possible? It should if life evolved whenever physical conditions are met. Habitable planets may turn out 
to be abundant in the universe; however the search for life on them may yield only negative results. 

This could mean that: 
1. No life could evolve outside of earth 
2.  If they did these never reached a civilization which could technologically advanced to send out 
signals to the rest of the cosmos. 

3.  These civilizations which reached a technologically advanced state, did not survive beyond at least a 
hundred years after that.  They have destroyed themselves with atomic and nuclear power.  They were 
a fallen people and there were no Noah who survived and continued. 
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"It is dangerous to assume life is common across the universe – it encourages people to think that not 
finding signs of life is a "failure" when in fact it would tell us a lot about the origins of life," added 
Professor Cockell. In his talk, Professor Cockell suggests that scientists should use his hypothesis to 

avoid the assumption that habitable conditions are likely to contain life, and as a result, approach the 
question in a more scientifically robust and experimentally testable way.” (Read more at: 
http://phys.org/news/2013-03-life.html#jCp).   
 

Thus, as far as we know, life did not and does not evolve because the conditions are favorable.  
Habitable planets may turn out to be abundant in the universe; however the search for life on them 
may yield many negative results. "It is dangerous to assume life is common across the universe – it 
encourages people to think that not finding signs of life is a "failure" when in fact it would tell us a lot 

about the origins of life," added Professor Cockell. 

 

In his talk, Professor Cockell suggests that scientists should use his hypothesis to avoid the assumption 
that habitable conditions are likely to contain life, and as a result, approach the question in a more 

scientifically robust and experimentally testable way.  
(Read more at: http://phys.org/news/2013-03-life.html#jCp) 
 
No experiment has produced life from chemicals, and it has never been observed.  Biochemists have 

not been able to create a single cell or any simple form of life from raw chemicals even though we 
have been at it.  Growing awareness of the extreme complexity of living things at even the smallest 
scales led to the formal challenge of Evolution theory by the only possible alternative which demanded 
an Intelligent Design by a Person. From this perspective, no amount of time, even billions of years, 

would produce the biosphere by natural causes alone. 
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“Robert Shapiro is a Professor of chemistry and DNA expert at New York University. A Darwinist, 
Shapiro calculated the probability of the 2,000 different proteins found in simple bacteria having 

formed coincidentally.  He obtained the following result: 1 in 10^40,000 (a number formed by 4,000 
zeros following the number 1; which does not correspond to anything in the universe). And there are 
200,000 different proteins in the human body!  The chance of the 2,000 proteins in simple bacteria to 
form coincidentally is 1 in 1040,000. Since the number of different proteins in the human body is 

200,000, nothing can put this improbability into perspective. 
 
Chandra Wickramasinghe, Professor of Applied Mathematics and Astronomy at Cardiff University, has 
this to say about Shapiro’s calculation: 

“The likelihood of the spontaneous formation of life from inanimate matter is one to a number with 
10^40,000 noughts after it…It is big enough to bury Darwin and the whole theory of evolution. There 
was no primeval soup, neither on this planet nor on any other, and if the beginnings of life were not 
random, they must therefore have been the product of purposeful intelligence.”” 

A Chain of Miracles, Harun Yahya    
 

 

 
                  

   
The fact which should strike any scientist is that life does not evolve because the conditions are 
favorable for life.  Life is not a potential property of matter.  Life came from dimensions outside of the 
11 dimensional material realms. It penetrates beyond the uncertainty region and beyond the singularity 

of creation. Life was given by an intelligent creator from the dimension of life. ”Thus, in our view, a 
‘proto-conscious’ source of mind is omnipresent in the universe as OR events which shape reality. 
However experientially rich, human-like consciousness required biological evolution of a mechanism to 
‘orchestrate’ Objective Reduction events, and couple them to brain neuronal activity." S. Hameroff, R. 

Penrose / Physics of Life Reviews 
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Evidently at some point in history, the life giving Spirit entered into the realm of Matter to produce life 
as we see on earth.  Is it still present in the whole Universe?  Did it create other forms of life in other 
dimensions which are beyond matter also?  It did.  That is what the Bible asserts. 

 
In creation, God the Father is the ultimate intelligent Designer (far beyond any level of intelligence we 
could ever imagine) of the universe. Everything was built according to a plan conceived in His mind. 
The universe was then spoken into existence by God the Son - (John 1).  The Word was made flesh in 

the creation of the material Universe. The thoughts of God were put into the form of spoken words and 
from the words of the Son of God; the creation sprang into existence and took on form and shape.  

 
The universe was empowered, molded and crafted, and inanimate cells were given life by God the Holy 
Spirit.  
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Thus, God did not order the universe into existence as a finished and complete system where there is 
no future and hope.   The creation involved the cooperative work of all three persons of the godhead. 
The Biblical view of God is that of a "hands-on" creation. God was involved in every step of the design, 

fabrication and finishing of the universe, with all the potential of free independent development and 
growth. He remains involved to this day as the Sustainer of everything (Col. 1:16, 17).  In the same 
tone God involves all his creation to be involved in the process of growth and future. 

  

 
Maxwell’s Demon 

creating order from disorder 
  

E 
LIFE IN OTHER DIMENSIONS  

  
However, we are here talking only about the life as we know of based on Carbon and in Material 
Realm.  Are there other life forms in non-material realms?  Have anything in common with us here and 
now?  Can we come in communication with them?  These are not matters usually dealt with in science.  
It is taken over by religions, philosophy and mysticism.  All cultures in the world from time immemorial 

had asserted such existence of life and called them in generic terms as Spirits.  They co-exist with 
material world and they do share some dimension with us to communicate with us.  Thus the cosmos 
is much bigger than we ever can understand.  What is given in folklores and scriptures form only a 
skeleton of the reality.   
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CHAPTER TWO 

PHYSICS AND LIFE 

                                       
 

A 
 

THERMODYNAMICS AND LIFE 
 

The four laws of classical thermodynamics are:  
• Zeroth law of thermodynamics: If two systems are in thermal equilibrium with a third 

system, they must be in thermal equilibrium with each other. This law helps define the 
notion of temperature. 

• First law of thermodynamics: Heat is a form of energy. Because energy is conserved, the 
internal energy of a system changes as heat flows in or out of it. Equivalently, machines that 
violate the first law (perpetual motion machines) are impossible.   dE = dQ + dW  
 This law states that when we have a closed system where one body performs work upon 
another body, the total gain of internal energy of the body acted upon, dE, is equal to the total 

heat lost by the acting body (and thus gained by the body acted on), dQ, added to the total 
work performed on the body acted on, dW 

• Second law of thermodynamics: The entropy of any isolated system not in thermal 
equilibrium almost always increases. Closed systems spontaneously evolve towards 

thermal equilibrium—the state of maximum entropy of the system—in a process known as 
"thermalization". Equivalently, machines that violate the second law (perpetual motion 
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machines) are impossible.    dS/dt = (1/T)dQ/dt > 0  where S defines Entropy of the System.  
This law states that for a closed system with a transformation occurring with only irreversible 
processes; that the time rate of change of entropy, dS/dt, must be positive. The maximum state 

of entropy is thermodynamic equilibrium. This law may be restated for the case where only 
reversible processes take place, dS/dt = 0.  2nd Law isn't really a law but rather a tendency 
based on probabilities. 
 

 
 
 

• Third law of thermodynamics: The entropy of any pure substance in thermodynamic 
equilibrium approaches zero as the temperature approaches zero. The entropy of a 
system at absolute zero is typically zero, and in all cases is determined only by the number of 
different ground states it has. 
 

Obvious entropy is a measure of disorder in the system.”  Hence the Second Law of Thermodynamics 
states that "In any closed system everything goes from order to disorder" 
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The second law of thermodynamics makes it impossible for life to form or to be maintained in any 
universe.  Here is the simple argument: 
 

1. Farmers supposedly plant seeds every spring. These little oblong objects put in the dirt turn into 
corn, wheat, and other plants which we eat, photosynthetic, self reproducing, evolving machines that 
turn sunlight, CO2, and water into organized matter. Obvious fairy tale. 
 

2. Supposedly in animals and higher primates (humans), two haploid cells fuse to form a zygote. 20 
years later, the zygote weighs 160 lbs and wants more money for college and plans to fuse haploid 
cells with some other multikilogram higher primate to make more zygotes. Another fairy tale that 
violates the second law and clearly impossible. 
(Taken from a blog http://scienceblogs.com/pharyngula/2008/11/10/entropy-and-evolution/) 
 
Evidently nothing in the argument is wrong.  Hence within the laws of Classical Physics so far as we 
have the strict validity of the second law of thermodynamics is maintained in any closed system, (in our 

case, the earth) life cannot emerge or evolution of life cannot take place unless there is a some other 
mechanism or dimension from which this anti-entropy force is imposed on the system. 
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"The law that entropy always increases holds, I think, the supreme position among the laws of Nature. 

If someone points out to you that your pet theory of the universe is in disagreement with Maxwell's 
equations — then so much the worse for Maxwell's equations. If it is found to be contradicted by 
observation — well, these experimentalists do bungle things sometimes. But if your theory is found to 
be against the second law of thermodynamics I can give you no hope; there is nothing for it but to 

collapse in deepest humiliation."—Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington, The Nature of the Physical World 
(1927) 
 
“We are convinced that the second law of thermodynamics governs all physical and chemical 

processes, even if they result in the most intricate and tangled phenomena, such as organic life, the 
genesis of a complicate world of organisms from primitive beginnings, and the rise and growth of 
human cultures.” ( Schrodinger, in his Science and the Human Temperament) Thus “the struggle for 
existence of animate beings [is a] a struggle for entropy.”(Ludwig Boltzmann who, in his 1886 

discussion of philosophical problems connected to thermodynamics) 
 
"The tendency for entropy to increase in isolated systems is expressed in the second law of 
thermodynamics — perhaps the most pessimistic and amoral formulation in all human thought" —
Gregory Hill and Kerry Thornley, Principia Discordia (1965) 

 
"Clausius is the author of the sybillic utterance, "The energy of the universe is constant; the entropy of 
the universe tends to a maximum." The objectives of continuum thermo-mechanics stop far short of 
explaining the "universe", but within that theory we may easily derive an explicit statement in some 

ways reminiscent of Clausius, but referring only to a modest object: an isolated body of finite size." —
Truesdell, C., Muncaster, R.G. (1980). Fundamentals of Maxwell's Kinetic Theory of a Simple 
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Monatomic Gas, Treated as a Branch of Rational Mechanics, Academic Press, New York, ISBN0-12-
701350-4, p.17. 
 

"The [historically] early appearance of life is certainly an argument in favor of the idea that life is the 
result of spontaneous self-organization that occurs whenever conditions for it permit. However, we 
must admit that we remain far from any quantitative theory." 
—Prigogine, I., Stengers, I. (1984). Order Out of Chaos. Man's New Dialogue with Nature, Bantam 

Books, Toronto, ISBN 0-553-34082-4, p. 176. 
 
Evidently there is an ongoing life system on earth.  As far as we know in science, earth is the only 
planet in the vast universe we know of where life exist as we know of.  The only scientific inference I 

can think of is that  there exists an element on the life system where it pumps out entropy. Thus it was 
none other than Schrodinger the eminent Quantum Theorist who proposed a new definition of life. 

 

 
Quantum mechanics has many bizarre implications for our understanding of the world. Two basic 
principles are of special interest to us: 

• The phenomena of superposition where particles cannot be defined in just one place.  An object 
cannot be defined as localized. They are everywhere all the time however small the chances 

are.  In other words a particle can be in two places at the same time   
• Instantaneous transmission of information over long distances   

As Scientific American asserts, these oddities are not just limited to subatomic realms, but applies to 
macroscopic states as well. Thus there is a cosmic presence of a negentropic spiritual forces that is 
capable of sustaining order in the midst of the entropy law. 
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I explain this in terms of dimensions which are beyond the three dimensions of space, whereby the 
space curves to provide negative entropy from beyond the naive space.  Without this presence no life 
form evidently can arise on earth or even sustain.   

 
Mehra and Sudarshan (1972): “We maintain that for the explanation of statistical mechanical 
phenomena the law of evolution is not Hamiltonian, and by creating a generalized dynamics which is 
essentially non-Hamiltonian we can rid ourselves of all ad-hoc intermediate assumptions.  Thereby we 

can also shed all the paradoxes that arise in connection with Boltzmann's equation and the H-theorem, 
as well as the pretence of the mechanical explanation of the second law of thermodynamics”.  
 
Thus a redefinition of the life is attempted by physicists such as John Desmond Bernal (1901 – 

1971), Erwin Rudolf Josef Alexander Schrödinger (1887-1961), Eugene Paul Wigner (1902 – 1995), 
and John Scales Avery (1933 - ).  It goes like this:  Life is a member of the class of phenomena that 
are open or continuous systems able to decrease their internal entropy .  It is a machine that gets 
power from somewhere thereby it can pump out entropy against the Physical law of Second Law of 

Thermodynamics. Thus living things are self-organizing and autopoietic (self-producing).  
 
The argument that life feeds on negative entropy or negentropy was asserted by physicist Erwin 
Schrödinger in a 1944 book 'What is Life?’ He posed, "How does the living organism avoid decay?" The 

obvious answer is: "By eating, drinking, breathing and (in the case of plants) assimilating."   While 
energy from nutrients is necessary to sustain an organism's order, there is also the Schrödinger 
prescience: "An organism's astonishing gift of concentrating a stream of order on itself and thus 
escaping the decay into atomic chaos – of drinking orderliness from a suitable environment – seems to 

be connected with the presence of the aperiodic solids..." We now know that the 'aperiodic' crystal is 
DNA and that the irregular arrangement is a form of information. "The DNA in the cell nucleus contains 
the master copy of the software, in duplicate. This software seems to control by "specifying an 
algorithm, or set of instructions, for creating and maintaining the entire organism containing the cell."  

DNA and other macromolecules determine an organism's life cycle: birth, growth, maturity, decline, 
and death. Nutrition is necessary but not sufficient to account for growth in size as genetics is the 
governing factor. At some point, organisms normally decline and die even while remaining in 
environments that contain sufficient nutrients to sustain life. The controlling factor must be internal and 
not nutrients or sunlight acting as causal exogenous variables. Organisms inherit the ability to create 

unique and complex biological structures; it is unlikely for those capabilities to be reinvented or be 
taught each generation. Therefore DNA must be operative as the prime cause in this characteristic as 
well. Applying Boltzmann's perspective of the second law, the change of state from a more probable, 
less ordered and high entropy arrangement to one of less probability, more order, and lower entropy 

seen in biological ordering calls for a function like that known of DNA. DNA's apparent information 
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processing function provides a resolution of the paradox posed by life and the entropy requirement of 
the second law. 
 

The major point is that the second law of thermodynamics only applies to closed systems. Obviously in 
the closed system of earth or any other planet life cannot arise. The life machine which maintains 
negentropy within the organism will have to come from a dimension outside of the material cosmos 
(which obeys the second law of thermodynamics strictly) which implies a dimension which is intelligent 

and contains inexhaustible amount of energy and creative force.   
 
Intelligence and Consciousness are somehow connected to the Mind. Though the mind is real, it does 
not seem to exist in a material sense.  It is a totally other dimension outside of matter. Hence we need 

to look into this dimension of the Cosmos within or without the Cosmos where the second law of 
thermodynamics does not hold good – the dimensions of Consciousness.  This is where God 
assumption comes in. 
 

Faced with this situation several new attempts are being made to redefine entropy in terms of discrete 
energy level systems and apparent application of quantum theory to establish that order can indeed be 
created even under the law of decay and death of the Second Law.  It is a totally different approach to 
the problem of order in terms of energy. In these definitions  

the possibility of decreasing in entropy with increasing energy requires the system to "saturate" in 
entropy, with the number of high energy states being small. These kinds of systems, bounded  by a 
maximum amount of energy, are generally forbidden classically. Thus, negative temperature is a 
strictly quantum phenomenon. Some systems however have a maximum amount of energy that they 

can hold, and as they approach that maximum energy their entropy actually begins to decrease.   (See 
Atkins, Peter W. (2010-03-25). The Laws of Thermodynamics: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford 
University Press)  

In this approach, negative temperatures can only exist in a system where there are a limited number of 

energy states. As the temperature is increased on such a system, particles move into higher and higher 
energy states, and as the temperature further increases, the number of particles in the lower energy 

states and in the higher energy states approaches equality. (This is a consequence of the definition of 
temperature in statistical mechanics for systems with limited states.) By injecting energy into these 
systems in the right fashion, it is possible to create a system in which there are more particles in the 
higher energy states than in the lower ones. The system can then be characterized as having a 

negative temperature. A substance with a negative temperature is not colder than absolute zero, but 
rather it is hotter than infinite temperature    
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Example of the negative temperature state 

Even if some form of order can be achieved under some conditions, it cannot certainly explain the 
consciousness in terms of matter and motion.  We can explain matter and its organization which 
sustains life – unless life is a property of matter  or a potency latent in matter which clicks when and 

where conditions arise in a highly improbable manner verily in impossible manner.  Somehow it did on 
earth.  The alternative is Intelligent Design of an Intelligent Being beyond matter. 
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B 

CODING OF LIFE 
 
Actually two main types of nucleic substances are can be found within cell nuclei that process 
information. DNA is the basic form within chromosomes that is hard coded into every cell. RNA is a 
more temporary form that is used to process subsequences of DNA messages. RNA is an intermediate 

form used to execute the portions of DNA that a cell is using. All living organisms contain both RNA and 
DNA, which form the basic life code. The only "things" that do not have both are viruses and prions 
and they are not considered as alive.  

 

We now know more about code writing and the software in computers and how to animate. Microsoft 
founder Bill Gates says: "DNA is like a computer program but far, far more advanced than any software 

ever created"   "There is enough information capacity in a single human cell to store the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, all 30 volumes of it, three or four times over.’ (Richard Dawkins).  If it were so carefully pre-
coded and allowed each individual to recode them with necessary changes, it is only reasonable to 
assume that this came from some ordered intelligence dimension that the chaotic matter however 

soupy it may have been.  For detailed mysteries in the coding of life see http://creation.com/. 
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"We do not belong to this material world that science constructs for us. We are not in it; we are 
outside. We are only spectators. The reason why we believe that we are in it, that we belong to the 
picture, is that our bodies are in the picture. Our bodies belong to it.  Not only my own body, but also 
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of those of my friends, my dog and cat and horse, and of all the other people and animals. And this is 
my only means of communicating with them." 
 

"The observing mind is not a physical system; it cannot interact with any physical system. And it might 
be better to reserve the term "subject" for the observing mind. ... For the subject, if anything, is the 
thing that senses and thinks. Sensations and thoughts do not belong to the "world of energy."" 
 

 
Schrödinger won the Nobel Prize in 1935 for his work in quantum physics. Austria honored him by placing his 

image on the 1000 schilling note. 

 

 
Stuart Kauffman (1939- ) defines as an autonomous agent or a multi-agent system capable of 
reproducing itself or themselves, and of completing at least one thermodynamic work cycle.  Life can 

be modeled as a network of inferior negative feedbacks of regulatory mechanisms subordinated to a 
superior positive feedback formed by the potential of expansion and reproduction. Alternatively, life can 
be said to consist of things with the capacity for metabolism and motion, or that life is self-reproduction 
"with variations" or "with an error rate below the sustainability threshold. 

 
"I would like to begin a discussion about the first glimmerings of a new scientific world view — beyond 
reductionism to emergence and radical creativity in the biosphere and human world. This emerging 
view finds a natural scientific place for value and ethics, and places us as co-creators of the enormous 
web of emerging complexity that is the evolving biosphere and human economics and culture. In this 
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scientific world view, we can ask: Is it more astonishing that a God created all that exists in six days, or 
that the natural processes of the creative universe have yielded galaxies, chemistry, life, agency, 
meaning, value, consciousness, culture without a Creator. In my mind and heart, the overwhelming 

answer is that the truth as best we know it, that all arose with no Creator agent, all on its wondrous 
own, is so awesome and stunning that it is God enough for me and I hope much of humankind. 
 
Thus, beyond the new science that glimmers a new world view, we have a new view of God, not as 

transcendent, not as an agent, but as the very creativity of the universe itself. This God brings with it a 
sense of oneness, unity, with all of life, and our planet — it expands our consciousness and naturally 
seems to lead to an enhanced potential global ethic of wonder, awe, responsibility within the bounded 
limits of our capacity, for all of life and its home, the Earth, and beyond as we explore the Solar 

System.."  Beyond Reductionism: Reinventing the Sacred by Stuart A. Kauffman [11.12.2006] 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 
DIMENSIONS OF EXISTENCE: 

COSMOLOGICAL MODELS OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION 
 

A 
 

DIMENSIONS IN PHYSICS 
 

 
  

In the classical mechanics started with Isaac Newton matter exists in three dimensions of space 
(Length, Breadth and Height) and Time. It is usually represented by four coordinates (x, y, z, t).   It is 
necessary to remember that both space and time are not realities as we normally think of.  These are 
abstractions from our experience of the matter in motion.  The space is defined as that which is 

occupied by matter.  Time is the measure of change of position or state of matter. We are simply trying 
to explain what we observe in terms of our logic using our intelligence.  The logic was codified in terms 
of mathematical terms which we call Physics. 
 

Until the beginning of the 20th century, time was believed to be independent of motion, progressing at 
a fixed rate in all reference frames; however, the discovery of the maximum limit of speed for any 
matter as the velocity of light, when time comes to a stop, changed our view of what is space and 
time.  We can never perceive changes if we are traveling with the speed of light. In order to explain 

this, the Special Theory of relativity was developed by Albert Einstein.   Later the properties of mass 
was transfigured on to the curvature of the space in the General Theory of Relativity 
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As we began to discover more basic particles within atom and nucleus, in order to take into account 
the different interactions observed in Nature one has to provide particles with more degrees of 
freedom.     Mass, gravity, electric charge,  "charge" associated with the strong interaction (in physics 

it is termed strangely as color) or spin (with its axis of rotation in various directions) etc  were 
explained with a myriad of extra dimensions.  New forces were discovered such as Electromagnetism, 
and the Strong and Weak nuclear forces which were added to the ancient Gravitation forces.  The 
standard model was designed within a framework known as Quantum Field Theory (QFT), which gives 

us the tools to build theories consistent with quantum mechanics, Special Theory of Relativity, General 
Theory of Relativity.     

 
Then we entered the era of String Theories. One of the most remarkable predictions of String Theory is 
that space-time has ten dimensions!.  These additional dimensions are introduced in order to explain all 
the different types of particles and forces.  Then came the suggestion of  11 dimensions as part of M 
Theory.   This was developed to explain the 4  the electromagnetic, the weak nuclear, the strong 

nuclear and gravity.   These extra dimensions are "compactified", that is too small to be detected 
experimentally.  The number of dimensions went on to be even 26 in some theories. The root idea, 
that properties arises because of the involvement of extra-dimensions  lie at the root of all modern 
physics.     
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If we need such deep dimensions to explain the properties of matter, how much more dimensions are 
to be expected in order to explain the life in all its variations from the organic one celled to the marvel 
that is called Man. 

 

 
Psa. viii. 3-4: "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 

thou hast ordained; What is man that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man that thou visitest 
him?" 

 
We have seen how Physical Sciences and Biological Sciences require the existence of material and 

immaterial realms of many dimensions to explain the state of the observed world. The religious 
thought from time immemorial asserted this fact.  There is not a community in the world whose ancient 
concept of cosmos did not include both the visible and invisible worlds which are above and below the 
visible worlds.  Mystics of all religions stated and had developed their systems of dimensions to explain 

the human and divine dimensions.   
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Here are a few examples 
 B 

HEBREW CONCEPT OF COSMOS 

 
 

  The ancient Hebrew conception of the universe seems to have looked something like these taking biblical 

passages literally. 
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 According to the Harper's Bible Dictionary, “The ancient Hebrews imagined the world as flat and 
round, covered by the great solid dome of the firmament which was held up by mountain pillars, (Job 

26:11; 37:18). The blue color of the sky was attributed to the chaotic waters that the firmament 
separated from the earth (Gen. 1:7). The earth was thus surrounded by waters above and below (Gen. 
1:6,7; cf. Psalms 24:2; 148:4, Deut. 5:8). The firmament was thought to be substantial; it had pillars 
(Job 26:11) and foundations (2 Sam. 22:8). When the windows of it were opened, rain fell (Gen. 7:11-

12; 8:2). The sun, moon, and stars moved across or were fixed in the firmament (Gen. 1:14-19; Ps. 
19:4,6). It was also the abode of the birds (Gen. 1:20; Deut. 4:17). Within the earth lay Sheol, the 
realm of the dead (Num. 16:30-33; Isa. 14:9,15).” 
 

 
 

 

C 
THE EGYPTIAN COSMOS 

 
The concept of maat (“order”) was fundamental in Egyptian thought. The king’s role was to set maat in 

place of isfet (“disorder”). Maat was crucial in human life and embraced notions of reciprocity, justice, 
truth, and moderation.  
 
When envisioning the shape of the cosmos, the Egyptians saw the earth as a flat expanse of land, 

personified by the god Geb, over which arched the sky goddess Nut. The two were separated by Shu, 
the god of air. Beneath the earth lay a parallel underworld and undersky, and beyond the skies lay the 
infinite expanse of Nu, the chaos that had existed before creation. The Egyptians also believed in a 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

34 
 

place called the Duat, a mysterious region associated with death and rebirth, that may have lain in the 
underworld or in the sky. Each day, Ra traveled over the earth across the underside of the sky, and at 
night he passed through the Duat to be reborn at dawn. 

 
 

 
 

 
Ancient Egyptian cosmos: goddess Nut (sky) with Qeb (earth) reclining. Shu, standing, representing air with ram-

headed god on either side. From Greenfield Papyrus (funerary papyrus of the Princess Nesitanebtashru) c 970 BC 
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In Egyptian belief, this cosmos was inhabited by three types of sentient beings.  
• One was the gods;  

• another was the spirits of deceased humans, who existed in the divine realm and possessed 

many of the gods' abilities.  
• Living humans were the third category, and the most important among them was the pharaoh, 

who bridged the human and divine realms 
 
 

 D 
INCA COSMOS 

 

 
 

The king of the Inca believed he was the son of the sun, and the cosmos was centered on the Sun 
Temple at Cuzco, Peru. In one origin myth the Inca people came from three caves; in another myth 
they arose from Lake Titicaca. The straight red lines are ceques, symbolizing connections to sacred 
places. The major ceques formed borders of the four-quarted Inca world. The Milky Way blended into 

the underworld and brought dark, fertile mud to the sky upon its return, which formed patches that 
resemble animals, like the snake (at top) toad, tinamou bird, mother and baby llama, fox and a second 
tinamou. The sun is portrayed as a male god, and the moon as a female. 
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E 
 

NAVAJO COSMOS 

 
 
 

The Navajo Cosmos was portrayed as a sand painting, the world view of Diné-- "the people," as Navajo 
referred to themselves, centering on the family hogan. The first hogan was built in the place the 

ancestors emerged, and travelled through three previous words before arising from a hollow reed into 
this "glittering" place. The four quarters of the world is characterized with color, holy mountain, time of 
day, and a sacred person. The rainbow god is a guardian, and the sky sparkles with constellations (the 
Milky Way) symbolized by a band of crosses. Young warriors carry the blue sun and white moon. 

Beyond the sky is a land in which the Big Wind (yellow) and Big Thunder rule. 
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F 
 

MAYAN COSMOS 

 
 
http://mihaidohot-2.blogspot.com/2012/10/mayan-astronomy-society-cosmology.html 

“In Mayan cosmology the earth was conceived as a flat four-sided surface lying between 13 heavens 
and 9 underworlds arranged in layers with the Ceiba tree connection at the centre. A Ceiba tree is also 
necessary near the underground sink holes known as cenotes frequently found in the Yucatan.  The 
cenotes form an underground water system on arrid Yucatan where there are no rivers above ground.  

These underground caves are considered the entrances to the underworld, the realm of deities, 
demons and ancestors that the Maya considered sacred and which they used for sacrifical purposes to 
worship their rain god Chaac” 
http://www.hackwriters.com/MahekalEM.htm 
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G 
TIBETAN COSMOLOGICAL MODEL 

http://web.ccsu.edu/astronomy/tibetan_cosmological_models.htm 

 
http://web.ccsu.edu/astronomy/tibetan_cosmological_models.htm 

The Abhidharma system, 
 expounded in the 4th or 5th century Indian text Abhidharmakosha  

(Treasury House of Knowledge)  
by Vasubandhu 

In the commentaries of Theravāda Buddhism it was held that the Abhidhamma was not a later addition 
to the tradition, but rather represented the first, original understanding of the teachings by the 
Buddha. Scholars generally believe that the Abhidharma emerged after the time of the Buddha, in 
around the 3rd century BCE. Therefore the seven Abhidhamma works are generally claimed by scholars 
not to represent the words of the Buddha himself, but those of disciples and scholars. 
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H 
KALACHAKRA COSMOLOGY 

(Wheels of Time),  

whose root text was translated into Tibetan in 1027 A.D. 

  
from Gyatso 2004 

 
The Kālachakra system is not related to the ancient Vedic tradition in India which existed long before 
Buddhism appeared. The Kālachakra refers to many different traditions, for example the Hindu; Saivite, 

Samkya, Vaishnava, the Vedas, Upanisads and Puranas traditions, but also Jainism. For example, the 
Kālachakra mandala includes deities which are equally accepted by Hindus, Jainas and Buddhists 
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I 
JAIN CONCEPT OF COSMOS 

 
Jainism was born in India about the same period as Buddhism. It was established by Mahavira  (c. 599 
- 527 BC) in about 500 B. C. He  was born near Patna in what is now Bihar state. Mahavira like Buddha 
belonged to the warrior caste. Mahavira was called ‘Jina’ meaning the big winner and from this name 

was derived the name of the religion. 
I have taken to go in some detail about their concept of cosmos, since it gives a depth of 
understanding of the various dimensions of existence which are rarely found in other religions.  It 
should be noted that Jainism is a scientific undertaking with atheistic principles, yet acknowledging the 

various invisible dimensions which are negated by most modern scientists. 

 
The cosmos therefore was in the shape of a Man which Jainism represented as above. 

See the Kabbalistic concept of Adam Kadamon in exact parallel. 
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Concept of reality in Jainism 
 
This universe is made up of what Jainas call the six dravyas or substances classified as follows – 

• Jīva - The living substances 
Jains believe that souls (Jīva) exist as a reality, with a separate existence from the body that houses it. 
It is characterized by cetana(consciousness) and upayoga (knowledge and perception). Though the 
soul experiences both birth and death, it is neither destroyed nor created. Decay and origin refer 

respectively to the disappearance of one state of soul and appearance of another, both merely various 
modes of the soul. 
• Ajīva - Non-Living Substances 
• Pudgala or Matter - Matter is solid, liquid, gas, energy, fine karmic materials and extra-fine 

matter or ultimate particles. Paramānu or ultimate particles are the basic building block of matter. One 
quality of paramānu andpudgala is permanence and indestructibility. It combines and changes its 
modes but its qualities remain the same. According to Jainism, it cannot be created nor destroyed. 
• Dharma-tattva or Medium of Motion and Adharma-tattva or Medium of Rest - Also known as 

Dharmāstikāyaand Adharmāstikāya, they are distinct to Jain thought depicting motion and rest. They 
pervade the entire universe. Dharma-tattva and Adharma-tattva are by itself not motion or rest but 
mediate motion and rest in other bodies. Without dharmāstikāya motion is impossible and without 
adharmāstikāya rest is impossible in the Universe. 

• Ākāśa or Space - Space is a substance that accommodates living souls, matter, the principles of 
motion and rest, and time. It is all-pervading, infinite and made of infinite space-points. 
• Kāla or Time - Time is a real entity according to Jainism and all activities, changes or 
modifications are achieved only in time. Time is like a wheel with twelve spokes divided into 

descending and ascending: half with six stages of immense durations, each estimated at billions of 
"ocean years" (sagaropama). In each descending stage, sorrow increases and at each ascending stage, 
happiness and bliss increase. 
 

These uncreated constituents of the universe impart dynamics upon the universe by interacting with 
each other. These constituents behave according to natural laws without interference from external 
entities. Dharma or true religion according to Jainism is vatthu sahāvo dhammo translated as "the 
intrinsic nature of a substance is its true dharma."  
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>>> 

  
JIVA TATTVA 

http://www.jainworld.com/education/juniors/junles08.htm 

 
The jiva which grows, decays, fluctuates, varies, eats, sleeps, awakes, acts, fears, rests, has knowledge 
and perception, attempts to self defend, and reproduces. These and many more qualities of the jiva 

are obvious through a physical body when the soul is present in it.  When the soul leaves these 
qualities cease. These qualities are external features and consciousness (chetan) is the basic inner 
feature of the soul. This also makes it clear for us that the body and the soul are separate entities. 
Dimensions of life are classified in terms of the number of  senses they posses. 
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(A) Non-Mobile (Sthavar Jiva, Single Sensed Being, or Ekendriya Jiva): 

These Jivas having only one sense, the sense of touch are called Ekendriya. They are further divided 
into the following five sub-categories. 

1. Prithwikäya or Earth Bodied Jiva: Seemingly inanimate forms of earth are actually living 
beings, e.g. clay, sand, metal, coral, etc. They have earthly bodies, hence the name prithwikaya 

which is derived from the Sanskrit term for earth, which is prithwi. 
2. Apkäya or Water Bodied Jiva: Seemingly inanimate forms of different types of water are 

living beings. Examples are dew, fog, iceberg, rain, etc. They have water bodies, hence the 
name apkäya which is derived from the Sanskrit term for water, which is ap. 

3. Teukäya or Fire Bodied Jiva: Seemingly inanimate forms of different types of fires are living 

beings. Examples are flames, blaze, lightening, forest fire, hot ash, etc. They have fire bodies, 
hence the name teukaya which is derived from the Sanskrit term for fire, which is tejas. 

4. Väyukäya or Air Bodied Jiva:Seemingly inanimate forms of air are actually living beings. 
Examples are wind, whirlwinds, cyclones, etc. They have air bodies, hence the name vayukay 

which is derived from the Sanskrit term for gas, which is väyu. 
5. Vanaspatikäya or Plant Bodied Jiva:It is well known that plants grow, reproduce, etc., and 

they are accepted as living beings. Trees, plants, branches, flowers, leaves, seeds, etc. are 
some examples of plant life. The Sanskrit term for plant is vanaspati and therefore such jivas 
are called vanaspatikäya jiva. 

 PLANT LIFE 

A plant life can have one or more souls in a single body and, depending upon this, plant life is further 

divided into the following two sub-categories: 
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Pratyek Vanaspatikäya Jiva: 
 
Pratyek means each or one. Such plant life have one soul in one body. Therefore, they are called 

pratyek vanaspatikäya. Trees, plants, bushes, stem, branches, leaves, and seeds, etc., are all examples 
of pratyek vanaspatikäya jiva. 
 
 Sädhäran Vanaspatikäya Jiva: 
 

 
 

Sädhäran means common. In such plant life many souls occupy the same body making this type of 
plant life multi-organic. Therefore, such plant life is called sädhäran vanaspatikäya jiva. This kind of 
plants life have an infinite number of souls in one body are called "Anantkäya". Roots such as potatoes, 
carrots, onions, garlic, beats, etc., belong to this category. 

 
(B) Mobile (Tras Jiva, Multi Sensed Being, Bahu Indriya) Jiva: 
Mobile jivas have two, three, four or five senses and are divided into the following categories: 
 
(1)Two Sensed Beings (Beindriya Jiva): 
Two sensed beings have the senses of touch and taste. Examples are shells, worms, insects, microbes 
in stale food, termites, etc. 
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(2)Three Sensed Beings (Treindriya Jiva): 
Three sensed beings have the senses of touch, taste, and smell. Examples are bugs, lice, white ants, 
moths, insects in wheat, grains, and centipedes, etc. 

  
 
(3)Four Sensed Beings (Chaurindriya Jiva): 
Four sensed beings have the senses of touch, taste, smell and sight. Examples are scorpions, crickets, 
spiders, beetles, locusts, flies, etc. 
  

 
 
(4)Five Sensed Beings (Panchendriya Jiva): 
Five sensed beings have all the five senses of touch, taste, smell, sight, and hearing. Examples are 
human beings, cow, lions, fish, birds, etc. 
The following are four sub-categories of the Panchendriya Jivas. 
1. Näraki (Infernal) - Jivas living in hell, 

2. Tiryancha (Animals) - elephants, lions, birds, fish, etc., 
3. Dev (Celestial) - heavenly beings, 
4. Manushya - Human beings. 
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Among the five sensed beings some have minds and some do not. Those having a mind are called 
sangni panchendriya and those without a mind are called asangni panchendriya. 
 
Among all of these Jivas the most worldly happiness is found in the celestial being, while the most 

worldly suffering is found in the infernal beings. Neither celestial nor infernal beings can   attain 
salvation during that life. Animals possess limited restraint only and, therefore, they also cannot attain 
salvation directly. The human state of existence is the most preferable to attain salvation, because 
during that life one can use logic to the fullest extent, can perform austerities, can live with restrain. 

Thus, only through this human phase can a jiva attain salvation or Moksha. 
 
All jivas have special attributes related to the body such as paryäpti (power) and pran (vitality). The 
inert substance or ajiva does not possess any such quality. The following is the discussion relating to 
paryapti and pran. 

 
Paryapti: 
Paryapti means a special power through which the jiva takes in matter (pudgals) like food and converts 
it into separate kinds of energy. There are six kinds of paryaptis: 

(1) Ahar (food) (2) Sharir (body) (3) Indriya (senses) (4) Shwasochchhwas (respiration) 
(5) Bhasha (speech) (6) Man (mind) 
When the life of a jiva is over, the soul along with tejas and karman bodies leaves the current body and 
acquires a new body. As soon as a jiva is born, the first thing it does is consume food. The jiva, with 

the help of Tejas body, digests the food. After this, the jiva gradually attains the power of a body and 
the power of senses. The activities of consuming the food, developing the body, and forming and 
strengthening the sense-organs goes on continuously. The body is formed in a duration called the 
Antarmuhurt (within 48 minutes). Next, the jiva, receives the matter of respiration, which allows it to 

acquire the power of respiration and eventually the power of mind. 
 
The ekendriya, one sensed jivas have (1) Ahar, (2) Sharir, (3) Indriya, and (4) Shwasochchhwas 
Paryaptis. The beindriya, the treindriya, the chaurindriya and the asangni panchendriya jivas also 

possess (5) Bhasha paryapti in addition to the above four.  The sangni panchendriya jivas also possess 
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(6) Man paryapti in addition to the above five. Depending upon the development of the paryaptis the 
jivas are also classified as (1) Paryapta Jiva, (2) Aparyapta Jiva.  The paryapta jiva means that their 
corresponding paryaptis have developed to their fullest capacity. The aparyapta jiva means that their 

paryaptis are not developed to their full capacity. 
 
Pran (Vitality): 
Depending upon the development of the Jiva, there are up to ten kinds of prans or vitalities present in 

each jiva. These vitalities are: 
1) Sparsh-Indriya (Touch): The ability to feel the sensation of touch 
2) Ras-Indriya (Taste): the ability to taste 
3) Ghran-Indriya (Smell): the ability to smell 

4) Chakshu-Indriya (Vision): the ability to see 
5) Shravan-Indriya (Hearing): the ability to hear 
6) Mano-bal (Mind): the ability to think 
7) Vachan-bal (Speech): the ability to speak 

8) Kaya-bal (Body): the ability to move the body 
9) Shwasochchhwas (Respiration): the ability to inhale and exhale 
10) Ayushya (Longevity): the ability to live 
The Ekendriya jivas possess only four prans: 

(1) Touch (2) Respiration 
(3) Body (4 ) Longevity 
The beindriya jivas possess six prans. They possess the taste and speech vitality in addition, to the 
above four prans. 

The treindriya jivas possess seven prans. They possess the smell vitality, in addition, to the above 
six prans. 
The chaurindriya jivas possess eight prans. They possess the vision vitality in addition to the above 
seven prans. 

The panchendriya jivas are divided into two groups:  
(1) The asangni (non-sentient) jivas, whose minds are not developed  
 They possess nine prans.   and  
(2) The sangni (sentient) jivas, whose minds are fully developed. 
They  possess ten pranas.   

 Any injury, no matter how little it may be to any of these prans, is considered himsa (violence).   
"Ahimsa Parmo Dharma" (nonviolence is supreme religion), because by observing ahimsa we are 
protecting the vitality of the soul.  
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KABALLAH : THE PHYSICS OF JEWISH CREATION 

 
Kabbalah is the mystical tradition within the Jewish tradition and the Kabbalists dates it as far back as 
Abraham (almost four thousand years), although it has gone through many stages of revelation since 
that time. Moses was given not only the written law but was also given oral traditions which were 
handed down through generations orally.  Thus we have no way verifying the details.   

 
Abraham passed this wisdom on to his son, Isaac, who passed it on to his son, Jacob, who in turn 
transmitted it to his twelve sons, the progenitors of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Seven generations 
after Abraham, the Israelites merited to encounter God at Mt. Sinai and to receive the Torah. 

Originally, Kabbalistic knowledge was believed to be an integral part of the Oral Torah, given by God to 
Moses on Mount Sinai around 13th century BC.  This Torah contains concealed within it God's blueprint 
for creation.  
 

The nature of the Divine prompted Kabbalists to envision three aspects to God:  
• God in essence, absolutely transcendent, unknowable, limitless Divine simplicity as Ein (סוף 

"Nothing") which can only be explained as "not this, not this") 

• which transformed to Ayn Sof (אין סוף "the infinite/endless", literally "that which has no limits")  
an impersonal Ein Sof nothing can be grasped 

• God in manifestation, the revealed persona of God through which He creates and sustains and 
relates to mankind.  

It speaks of four divisions of worlds which are the real existence.  
The Tree of Life exists in each of the four Worlds, and at the same time it has four divisions structurally 
corresponding to each of the four Worlds. First, let us have a look at what those four Worlds are. 
 

• Atziluth- The World of Emanation - The Divine Dimension 
Atziluth is the World of Emanation. It is the first world that emanated from the Divine. 
Emanation means that it flowed forth from the Divine. It is not creation.  Here God appears in 

three Persons      In this world the will to create is born. Here are the seeds, the essence, of all 
the worlds to follow.  Sons of God also exists in this Divine dimension 
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• Briah is the World of Creation.  

This is the act of creation. In Atziluth the Divine itself is present and 'acts'. In Briah the Divine 
works through the archangels who condense the archetypes and prepare them for further 
creation work by lower order beings. In man Briah corresponds to the Spirit. 

In Atziluth we had non-being, in Briah we get the sense of being. 
  

• Yetzirah is the World of Form.  

It is the world of procreation and movement, of development. Here the Divine works through 
the Angels. The Angels give form to the energies of Briah. They each specialize in one particular 
aspect of the creation work. 

In man Yetzirah corresponds to the Heart. 
 

• Assiah is the World of Action.  

It is the world of happenings, appearances, phenomena, the world of becoming. It is our 
physical world. In the human body Assiah corresponds to the physical body. 

     The four Worlds also correspond to the four letter of the word YHWH (Yahweh): Yod for 

Atziluth, Heh for Briah, Waw for Yetzirah and Heh for Assiah. 

 

 
 

Each world have internal structures showing dimensions within each world. 

 
The Kabballah tree may be considered an the fullness of  Adam and every human being  in their 
original form .  These consist of several sheaths of bodies as shown below: 
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 Adam as created had all these four dimensions and hence the Bible define him as "Son of God".  

, "Now there was a day, when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan 
came also among them." Job 1:6 "Sons of God" or "Sons of gods" were the class of beings who had 
within them a divine dimension. Kautzsch in Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar says, "ben denotes 
membership of a guild or society (or of a tribe, or any definite class). Thus benei ha elohim (of Gn 6 

and Job) properly means not “sons of god(s),” but beings of the class of elohim (1922: 418)." 
 
Dr. Bullinger in the Companion Bible states: "It is only by the divine specific act of creation that any 
created being can be called 'a son of God.'"  In other words they have a dimensional existence within 

the Divine space, the Atzilut. After the fall Adam was expelled from that space till his heritage is 
eventually restored through Christ.   In the New Testament, born-again believers in Christ are called 
the children of God or the sons of God (Luke 3:38, John 1:12, Romans 8:14, 1 John 3:1) as the 
believers were reinstated into the heavenly realms.  This concept is reflected in the theology of theosis. 

 
Adam was created only a little lower than God (Psalm 8:5).  Some translations give it as "little lower 
than the angels." 
 

The reason for this confusion is that when Adam was created he was created as Son of God (the 
Second Adam according to Paul) and thus he was created above that of the Angels.  However the 
status was temporarily taken away because of the fall.  Yet in the end that status will be restored 
through Jesus.  
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Hebrews 2:9  9But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, 
Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He 
might taste death for everyone. 10For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through 

whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through 
sufferings.… 
Hebrews 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who 
will inherit salvation? 

 
1 Corinthians 6: 2-3 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by 
you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? Do you not know that we will judge 
angels? 

 
The Koran explains this in an interesting way.  According to Koranic theology not all angels are free 
beings.   While man can destroy himself by violating the law of his spiritual development, other 
creatures do not have that choice. They are in harmony with the order of the universe and follow the 

law of their own existence. 
 
The purpose of God in creating Adam was to create a Vicegerent of God himself on earth.   
I have Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth. They said: "Wilt Thou 

place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood? Whilst we do celebrate Thy praise 
and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said, "I know what ye know not" (HQ 2:30). 
 
In that status Adam had greater freedom of choice than the Angels themselves. After creating Adam, 

And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam:" and they bowed down: not so Iblis: he 
refused and was haughty: he was of those who reject Faith" (HQ 2:34). 
 
Iblis or Satan did not obey Allah's commandment because he denied the fact that Adam is a Vicegerent 

of Allah, and took the challenge to prove that Adam does not deserve to be in such a high rank.   Both 
Satan and Adam were given the power to obey or disobey the Divine Law.   
 

Angels are a supernatural beings created by God.   Whereas humans were created in the likeness (the 
look) of God, angels have different forms.  Here we are talking about a manifold class of beings.  
Though mostly they have non-material bodies, there are biblical evidence indicating at least some 
having material bodies. Some even intermarried with humans. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

WHAT IS MAN? 
The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath[neshemah] of life; 
and man became a living[chay] soul.[nephesh] 

—Genesis 2:7 
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A 
MAN AND ANIMALS 

The Genesis account recognizes important similarities between man and the animals. Of man we read 
“God formed man of the dust of the ground . . . .” (Genesis 2:7)  and of the animals, “Now the Lord 
God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field.” (Genesis 2:19)  

Animals are described as “living creatures” (Genesis 1:20), and man became a “living being” (Genesis 
2:7), the Hebrew word “naphesh” (breath) being used for both.  

Thus life is common with man and animals. 

Genesis later defined “life” (naphesh) in terms of blood as" life is in the blood" (Genesis 9:4).  

Thus life (naphesh) in itself does not give man uniqueness.  In the creation process man was given the 
life in a unique form, by breathing the spirit of God into him. God gave something special within him to 

Adam. It is the presence of the Spirit of God within Man that distinguishes man from other living forms.  
Later this is made clear by explaining that Man was created by God, in his image.  
 

UNIQUENESS IN THE CREATION OF MAN 

A reading of the scripture makes it clear that man is the final apex within the creation.  He was created 
on the Sixth day after which God rested.  There was no further creation after the Sabbath, though God 
was still involved with his creation.  In this matter even the evolutionists agree.  
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 All creations until the creation of man was done by the word of mouth.  They go thus: "God said, Let 
there be . . .and it was so"  However in the creation of man there are several specialities.   

• First there was a counsel or deliberation and conference within the Godhead “Let us make ….”   
• Second, Adam’s body was formed out of the dust of the earth  

• Finally Adam was given life through direct act of God by breathing into his nostrils unlike the life 
given to lower forms of life. 

 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them” (Genesis 1: 27).    
 
An image is the exact likeness of its original.  It is not the original, but is like it.   

 
But then Adam was given the dominion over all that God created till them. 
The only story that remained till the fall was the constant presence of God in the life of Adam and Eve.  
They even went for their evening walk together. 

>>> 
Creation of Man and Activation of Phone 

http://www.martinfoxcomics.com/2013/08/creation-of-man-and-activation-of-phone.html 
I liked this comic from Martin Fox that it conveys the essence of the creation process. 

 The breathing process was the activation process of Man who is distinct from the rest of the creation 
and it is through the abiding spirit within us that we have constant contact with God. 

 
Thus we see two components of creation of man, body made of dust into which God breathed his Spirit 
which produced Life - Adam became a living Soul.  Thus we have three parts of man: Body, Soul and 
Spirit.  Soul was not created nor did it exist before the Spirit was imparted. It is unique for each 

individual.   Soul came into existence as a result of interaction between Spirit of God and Body.  It is 
the life giving Spirit that produced Life - the concept of Self within Man.  
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B 
FIRST MAN 

 

” The whole universe, however, was incomplete, and did not receive its finishing stroke till man was 
formed, who is the acme of the creation and the microcosm." The heavenly Adam (i.e., the ten 
Sephiroth) who enamated from the highest primordial obscurity (i.e., the En Soph) created the earthly 
Adam" (Zohar, ii. 70). 

Adam, Hebrew for "man"; Ḳadmon or Ḳadmoni, "first" or "original" 
The original Adam was the heavenly Adam with the unity in Trinity, in whom was the whole creation, 
and who created the whole cosmos which formed His body. 
The first to use the expression "original man," or "heavenly man," is Philo, in whose view the γενικός, 

or ουράντος ἄνθρωπος, "as being born in the image of God, has no participation in any corruptible or 
earthlike essence" ("De Allegoriis Legum," I. xii.).  

 
"Man is both the import and the highest degree of creation, for which reason he was formed on the 
sixth day. As soon as man was created, everything was complete, including the upper and nether 
worlds, for everything is comprised in man. He unites in himself all forms." 
 
The human form is shaped after the four letters which constitute the Tetragrammaton. The head is in 

the shape of ' , the arms and the shoulders are like fl, the breast like 1, and the two legs with the back 
again resemble n (Zoltan, ii. 72).  
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C 
BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT 

The Body (Greek, "soma") 

The NAS New Testament Greek Lexicon 
 Strong's Number:   4983    

Definition: 
the body both of men or animals; a dead body or corpse; the living body of animals; the bodies of 
planets and of stars (heavenly bodies); is used of a (large or small) number of men closely united into 
one society, or family as it were; a social, ethical; mystical body so in the NT of the church;  that which 

casts a shadow as distinguished from the shadow itself. 
 
 This is the entire material or physical structure of a human being -- it is the physical part of a person. 
The word "soma" comes from the Greek σῶµα, meaning "body"; the soma of a neuron is often called 
the "cell body". There are many different specialized types of neurons, and their sizes vary from as 

small as about 5 micrometres to over 10 millimetres for some of the smallest and largest neurons of 
invertebrates, respectively.The soma is where the signals that are received through the dendrites 
sensers are joined and passed on.   
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In the trinitarian structure of Man, the soma acts as a container for the Soul and the Spirit.  The Spirit 
is part of God - the Holy Spirit that was breathed into Man. Paul therefore calls the body as the Temple 
of God. 

1 Corinthians 3:16 - 17  Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God 

dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is 
holy, and that is what you are.…  

 1 Corinthians 6:19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

The soma is acting also as a container for the Soul and Spirit.  It is essentially a system of transmission 
of information from the Soul and Spirit to the external world of matter.   

 

Here is a simple picture of how the Soma cell body act as signal transmitter from the brain to the 
muscles.  
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Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God 

is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:1-2).  

The Soul (Greek, ψυχή  "psyche") 

The human soul is central to the personhood of a human being. As C. S. Lewis said, “You don’t have a 
soul. You are a Soul. You have a body.” In other words, personhood is not based on having a body. A 

soul is what is required.  Presence of a Soul is the symbol of Life.   Because of that even animals are 
attributed with a soul. 

Targum Pseudo-Jonathan says: "And the Lord God created man in two formations; and took dust from 

the place of the house of the sanctuary, and from the four winds of the world, and mixed from all the 
waters of the world, and created him red, black, and white; and breathed into his nostils the inspiration 
of life, and there was in the body of Adam the inspiration of a speaking spirit, unto the illumination of 
the eyes and the hearing of the ears." 

Targum Onkelos says:  "And the Lord God created Adam from dust of the ground, and breathed upon 
his face the breath of lives, and it became in Adam a Discoursing Spirit." 

Repeatedly in the Bible, people are referred to as “souls” (Exodus 31:14;Proverbs 11:30), especially in 
contexts that focus on the value of human life and personhood or on the concept of a “whole being” 
(Psalm 16:9-10;Ezekiel 18:4;Acts 2:41;Revelation 18:13). Three words are used in Hebrew which is 
often translated as Soul : Nefesh, neshama and ruach.  Kabbalists adds another two: Chayah and 
Yechidah.  These are to be considered as various dimensions of the soul. 

The Spirit (Greek " Pneuma") 

In Numbers 16:22, Moses and Aaron, "…fell upon their faces and said, 'O God, God of the spirits of all 
flesh, when one man sins, will you be angry with the entire congregation?'" This verse names God as 
the God of the spirits that are possessed by all humanity. Notice also that it mentions the flesh (body) 

of all mankind, connecting it with the spirit.  Thus the spirit mentioned as part of man is same as God's 
Spirit.  

There are some theologians who do not consider the differentiation between Spirit and Soul.  However, 
the New Testament clearly differentiate between the two.  The key verse for this approach if found in 

Hebrews 4:12 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

59 
 

 

 "For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword,  

and piercing as far as 
• the division of soul and spirit,  
• of both joints and marrow, and  

able to judge  

• the thoughts and intentions of the heart"   
We see in this passage of Scripture that the soul and spirit can be divided though they are close 

together and has lots of similarities.  But the difference is like the bones and its marrow and thoughts 
of our mind and the intentions of our heart.   Nothing is hidden from God because of he spirit of Man is 
open to God.  The spirit is in constant communication with God. 

 

Joints and Marrow, 

A look at the bones and marrow will give some insight into the understanding of what Paul was trying 
to differentiate.  Here is an exert from anatomy book. 
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Bones are alive.  They are always growing and repairing themselves.   The outer portions of the bone 
are hard but inside are spongy bones.     Bone marrow is the spongy tissue inside some portions of the  
bones, such as  hip joints and thigh bones. It contains immature cells, called stem cells. The stem cells 

can develop into the red blood cells that carry oxygen through your body, the white blood cells that 
fight infections, and the platelets that help with blood clotting.  

            
 
 Thus Paul's use of the analogy of Spirit to the marrow and soul to the bones describes the essential 

properties of what the Spirit which is in constant contact with God does to our Souls. Bones are in 
direct contact with the flesh and supplies life, nutrients, healing and emergency protection.  The New 
Testament use of pneuma for the human spirit focuses on the spiritual aspect of man, i.e. his life in 
relation to God, whereas psyche refers to man’s life irrespective of his spiritual experience, i.e. his life 
in relation to himself, his emotions and thought. There is a strong antithesis between the two in the 

theology of Paul. 
 
Apostle Paul asserts the Trinitarian form of Man: 
"Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 

preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Thessalonians 5:23). 
 
Man is made up of physical material, the body, which can be seen and touched. But he is also made up 
of immaterial aspects, which are intangible -- this includes the soul, spirit, intellect, will, emotions, 

conscience, and so forth.   
 
These immaterial aspects -- the spirit, soul, heart, conscience, mind and emotions -- make up the 
whole personality. The Bible makes it clear that the soul and spirit are the primary immaterial aspects 

of humanity, while the body is the physical container that holds them on this earth. 
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http://crossinthewilderness.blogspot.com/2012_09_09_archive.html 
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http://www.docstoc.com/docs/110170447/Man-is-Made-up-of-Spirit-Soul-and-Body 
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http://www.listening2god.com/lesson2a.html 
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 >>> 

 Here is a short well written summary of relation between  
                              Souls and Spirits. 

SOULS AND SPIRITS 
by Andrew Nimmo 

Soul or Spirit 

Soul and Spirit are NOT the same concept 

 

A soul is that which gives life to a living body. A spirit is that which can exist and act without a 
body. We see by their different definitions that soul and spirit are not necessarily to be equated. 
The only case where we find a soul which is also a spirit is in that of the human soul. 

 
Soul 

Soul is the principle of life in a living body. The soul is the substantial form of the body. It gives 
life, confers the nature, provides order and unity of purpose to the living organism. The soul has no 

organ and cannot be detected by empirical examination. The soul is the remote efficient cause and 
radical principle of all the acts of the organism. The activity of each organ and its coordination with 
the other organs for the good of the whole body cannot be explained without a universal intrinsic 
principle of life which animates and organizes the organs and which itself is not one of them. 
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Material Soul 

The material soul is called material not because it is made of matter but because it is dependent 

upon matter for its be and for its do. The material soul is the principle of life of a creature which 
will cease to exist at death, namely, the plant or the brute animal. While the body depends for its 
life upon its soul, the material soul depends upon a suitable organization of the body for it to be 
able to maintain its own existence and its vivifying influence. For the material soul is not created 

i.e. made out of nothing, but is deduced from the potency of the matter and returns to the potency 
of matter when the body through age or disease or injury is no longer able to support the soul. We 
do not say that life comes from non-life but that actual life can come from virtual life. For example 
an apple seed is not actually an apple tree but contains one virtually. If the seed is planted and the 

right conditions exist then the matter will become sufficiently disposed for the soul to arise and 
actually (rather than virtually) give life and order to the beginnings of an actual (rather than a 
virtual) apple tree. The material soul is not a thing in its own right but the principle of a thing. It 
cannot exist by itself but only as the form of the living body. 

 
Vegetative Soul 

The vegetative soul is that which gives life to a plant. It is the lowest soul but not the lowest 
substantial form. The lowest substantial forms, which are not souls, are those of non-living things. 

The distance between vegetative life and non-living creation is infinite because it is the difference 
between be and be-not (and there is no middle between these). The vegetative soul is therefore 
infinitely superior to the substantial forms of inanimate things (e.g. water, gold, nitrogen). The 
vegetative soul is the root or radical principle of the plant's powers and acts: nutrition, growth and 

generation. The vegetative soul is formally one i.e. is one soul and virtually one i.e. has the power 
of one soul. The vegetative soul is intrinsically dependent on matter and returns to the potency of 
matter when the body fails. 
 

Sensitive Soul 
The sensitive soul is that which gives life to a brute (animal). The sensitive soul is infinitely superior 
to the vegetative soul because it confers on the animal the ability to know and desire. Animals are 
knowers and plants are non-knowers - this is the difference between be and be-not, an infinite 
gulf. 

 
The sensitive soul is the root or radical principle of the animal's powers and acts: vegetative 
functions, senses and sensations, sense appetites and passions. The sensitive soul is formally one 
i.e. is one soul and virtually two i.e. has the power of two souls - vegetative and sensitive. For the 

animal has the perfection of the plant and more. The sensitive soul is intrinsically dependent on 
matter and returns to the potency of matter when the body of the animal fails. 
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Human Soul 
The human soul is that which gives life to a man. The human soul is both a soul and a spirit, but it 
is not two things - it is one spiritual soul. Because it is spiritual the human soul is created 

immediately by God in the body prepared by the parents - it is not educed from the potency of 
matter. The human soul being spiritual is also immortal and so it lives on after the body dies. The 
human soul is not only a principle of life, it is also a thing in itself - as a spirit - and can thus exist 
without the body. 

 
The human soul is infinitely superior to the souls of animals and plants because it is spiritual and 
immortal and has the properties of intellect and free will. The human soul united with its body is 
the root or radical principle of all man's acts, habits and powers. Because man is both corporeal 

and spiritual certain of his powers are organic i.e. belonging to body and soul, and others are 
inorganic i.e. belonging to the soul alone. The organic powers e.g. nutrition, sight, imagination, 
irascible appetite etc have organs in the body and fail when the body dies. They are said to remain 
radically in the separated soul. The inorganic powers, i.e. intellect and will, are spiritual and so 

have no organ in the body, but continue to exist and operate in the soul when it is separated from 
the body at death. 
 
The human soul is formally one i.e. is one soul and virtually three i.e. has the power of three, 

vegetative, sensitive and intellective. 
 

Spirit 
A spirit is what does not depend on matter for its existence. The human soul is a spirit but by 

nature a spirit which gives life to a body. Hence it is not a spirit in every respect. Being the formal 
principle of a living body, it is also a soul: the only soul which is also a spirit. But a pure spirit is 
one which is not a soul. 
 

Angel 
An angel is a pure spirit. Each angel was created immediately by God at the beginning of time. The 
angelic powers of intellect and will are far more perfect and powerful than those of man because 
they are not restricted by limitations of the body. They do not know as we do, but are co-created 
with a participation of the divine knowledge. As pure spirits the angels have great power over the 

material universe. The angels are graded in such a way that the second least angel has all the 
perfection of the least angel and more, the third least angel has all the perfection of the second 
least and more and so on to the greatest angel who has all the perfection of all other angels and 
more. The angels are by nature immortal. They are sometimes called "the intelligences" and 

"separated substances". 
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The angels were not created in their merely natural state but were created with grace and the 
supernatural virtues and gifts of the Holy Ghost. Those who chose to love God above all things 
were immediately rewarded with the Beatific Vision. Those spirits who chose to love themselves 

above all things lost grace and fell into Hell where they as devils suffer everlasting torment. There 
are possibly more angels than men. The holy angels are sent by God to help us to Heaven. God 
permits the fallen angels to tempt us so that we may prove our love of and faithfulness to God. 
 

God 
God is the Supreme Spirit. He is uncreated. He is more than immortal or everlasting. He is eternal - 
without beginning or end. He is Creator of all things. He conserves creatures in their existence and 
moves them to their acts. God is infinite in every perfection. There is no change in Him - He can 

neither increase nor diminish. Yet in God there is infinite activity - a life of infinite knowledge and 
love. God is Pure Act. There is in Him no potency to be realized nor any perfection which can be 
lost. 

Andrew Nimmo 

Andrew Nimmo is a lecturer at the Centre for Thomistic Studies, in Sydney, Australia. 
 
This article posted December 2000. It was published in Universitas, No. 8 (2000). 
http://www.cts.org.au/2000/soulsandspirits.htm       
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Clarence Larkin (1850- 1924) in " The Book of Revelation"  [1919] 

 
http://www.netbiblestudy.com/00_cartimages/Basic%20Christianity%20-%202.pdf 
God's great desire was to have communion and fellowship with man –- so He created man and placed 
him in a "material" world. For man to communicate and have a tangible relationship with this physical 
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world, God created man with a "physical" body capable of such communication. However, because God 
is "Spirit," (John 4:24), man was  also be able to communicate with God in spirit, therefore, God also 
created him with a spirit dimension.  

 
Because man had contact with both worlds, [Spiritual Divine world and material world], he had to be 
able to communicate with both these worlds - with both the spiritual world and the material world . 
And, so, to make communication with both these worlds possible, God created man with a physical 

body to communicate with the external world around him and God created him with a "spirit" to 
communicate with Himself. At creation, God placed the spirit of man within his body and the union of 
these two, spirit and body, produced a third dimension within man, his "soul." Soul is the 
communication media between body and Spirit 

 

 
 

“It is only what we might expect, that the distinction of Psyche and Pneuma was caught by the Greek, 
but lost or neglected by the Latin fathers. The Latin language wanted the precision of the Greek, 
spiritus and anima never acquired the same precision of meaning as Pneuma and Psyche. Irenaeus, 
Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Didymus of Alexandria, Gregory of Nyssa, and Basil of 

Caesarea, all note the distinction of soul and spirlt, and designate the spirit as that which bears the 
truest image of God. With the error of Apollinarls, who denied to Christ a human Pneuma, the reaction 
came, and the  trichotomy fell into disfavor, and was neglected even in the East. In the West it cannot 
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be said to have  received the attention it deserved. Tetulllian opposed it from the first, and Augustine 
thought it safest to neglect it." — Bishop Ellicott, "Destiny of Creature"  

 
 
"There is a wall of bone between the marrow and the flesh, and thus it is far easier to reach the soul 
through the body than it is the spirit through the soul. Any sword will pierce the soul, but it is only the 

sword of the Spirit that can pierce and divide between soul and spirit. To make Justin Martyr’s 
comparison at all as forcible as that of the apostle, we should say that the soul dwells in a house 
pierced with windows, but the spirit is a walled dungeon, with only a skylight in the roof, It is easy to 
reach the soul through the senses, but to reach the spirit through the soul requires a power far above 

a sword, which is of the nature of the spirit itself. The material cause- the Lord God formed man from 
the dust of the ground. The formal or efficient cause- God breathed into his nostrils the breath 
(neshamah) of life. The final cause- man became a living soul (nephesh)." Tripartriate Nature of Man,  
John Bickford Heard 

 
 The question is whether Genesis 2:7 refers to two or to three distinct facts and thus whether Genesis 
2:7 describes two or three distinct parts of man's constitution. Trichotomists believe that God's breath 
of life, when breathed into man's body of dust, became man's human spirit." Proverbs 20:27 uses the 
same Hebrew word (neshamah) for the spirit of man, indicating that God's breathe of life and man's 

spirit are closely related.     
The tripartite view of man was considered an orthodox interpretation in the first three centuries of the 
church. Many of the early church fathers (see Supporters of a Tripartite View chart) taught that man is 
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made up of body, soul, and spirit. Irenaeus, Tatian, Melito, Didymus of Alexandria, Justin Martyr, 
Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Gregory of Nyssa, Basil of Cesaraea, all held to the distinction firmly.  
Historically later theologians presented a Two Part man which consisted only of Body and Soul making 

Soul and Spirit identitical.  They included: 
 
1.  The Apollinarian Error  
 In History of the Christian Church, Philip Schaff remarks: 

"Apollinaris, therefore, taught the deity of Christ, but denied the completeness (teleiotes) of his 
humanity, and, taking his departure from the Nicene postulate of the homoousion, ran into the Arian 
heresy, which likewise put the divine Logos in the place of the human spirit in Christ.  
This was eventually condemned in the First Council of Constantinople in AD 381 

 
2. The Semi-Pelagian Error 
 The Semi-Pelagians, after Pelagius, used the distinction to teach that "the spirit is excempted from the 
original sin which affected the body and soul"   and that therefore, human nature is essentially good 

and retains genuine freedom in the will to initiate salvation. Contrary to Pelagius' view of human 
nature, Augustine taught that, because of original sin, the human nature we receive at birth has been 
"wounded, hurt, damaged, destroyed"   and that, therefore, man is incapable of doing or desiring good 
apart from the sovereignty of grace. In maintaining the doctrine of original sin against the Pelagian 

party, Augustine ultimately held to the dichotomist conception of man and thought it safer to pass by 
the distinction of soul and spirit as an "unprofitable distinction".  
  
3.  Calvin Reformation Error 

With the Reformers, Calvin's  rejection of trichotomy stems from an apparent incompatibility with their 
doctrine of sovereign grace, and total depravity of Man after the fall following Augustine.   “Man was to 
all intents and purposes ‘de-spirited’.” However, this reduced man to an inanimate object; like a stone 
or tree, and severely undermined man’s humanity. Man was spiritually dead and only the grace of God 

without any consent of the person alone could give new life with a new Spirit within. Otherwise how 
can a dead man live? The whole creation of man has to be repeated by God to whomsoever he wishes. 
 
Among the Reformers, Luther stands out, stressing the tripartriate nature of Man which opens the 
possibility of every believer to receive grace and with his own free will by simply accepting the offer of 

salvation. 
 
Interestingly the atheistic Jainism  also presents a very similar structure of Man.   
The outermost physical body which interacts with the physical universe is made up of bio-

chemical molecules while the inner body called tejas body (luminent body) is made of the 
electromagnetic field which has longer distance interaction in a different immaterial 
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dimension.  The above two bodies through their interaction with the environment and other 
life forms creates the karmic bodies which are not massless immaterial body. These 
records all the intentions and actions of the being.  All the past events are permanently 

recorded in this virtual disk.  Since Jainism knows no redeemer or supreme being these will 
remain eternally with the personality of the person giving impetus and purposes which 
causes a continuity in life as re-incarnation.  However by intentionally doing ascetic 
penance the person himself can erase these karmic recordings to escape rebirth.   

  

 >>> 

The following structure is given in  http://www.herenow4u.net/index.php?id=cd9439 
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Made up of the minutest structures drawn from past impressions, samskaras and emotions, is the 
coded record of one's past deeds. It operates under the feedback of the law of action and reaction, 
cause and effect. The law of karmai s immutable. 

The karmic body is a most subtle body consisting of subatomic small particles [mass = 0 (zero), like 
photons etc.] in motion, which surround the soul more or less completely, limiting its influence on our 
awareness. These most subtle particles are the result of materialisation processes caused by thoughts, 
spoken words, deeds and feelings in our actual and previous lifes. The existence of those karma 

particles are causing mentality, causing thoughts, causing words, causing deeds, causing feelings into 
the material world of our 5 sense organs. 

On each step from cause to effect there are feedback loops leading back to the karmic particles and by 
"feeding" them, their potentiality (mass stays zero / energy level rises) gets amplified and their impact 

on our life increases. This subtlest body always stays with the soul wandering from existence (life) to 
existence. It enables soul to materialize a new body according to the "virtual quality" of its massless 
most subtle particles. 

The karmic body is vibrating with our thoughts, emotions, resolutions and actions.   
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SOUL 
Jewish writings speak of the soul synonymously under several words or aspects.   

 

 
 

A 
FIVE SOULS 

 
Others give five:  "The soul is called by five names: nephesh, rûach, neshamah, yechidah, chayyah 
(Genesis Rabbah 14.9)  The soul's five names are mentioned in Midrash Rabba (Genesis 14:11, 

Deuteronomy 2:26), written in the 4th - 5th century  
 

1.  Nefesh  Life Force   
 
"Nefesh" - (m.; pl. nefashot");soul, essence of life; the state of being alive; as in "Ki HaDam hu 

HaNefesh," "For Blood is the essence of life," or "Yesh arbaah matzavei metziut: Domem, Nefesh, Chai, 
Medaber; Dugmaot hem: sela, eitz, tzvi, ben-adam," "There are four states of being: Silent, Living, 
Animated, Speaking; examples are: a rock, a tree, a deer, a human being." 
(http://www.ou.org/judaism101/glossary/medaber/) 

 
 The meaning of nephesh's root word is "to breathe." Since those who are breathing still have "life," 
one of the meanings for nephesh is "life."    Every living thing in the world has a Nefesh, the Godly 
force that gives it life.  In Genesis 2:7 we find that man is a "living soul" and in Genesis 1:21 we find 
that animals are "living creatures".  In both these placea  the identical Hebrew phrases - nephesh 

chayah is used indicating that Nefesh is simply indicative of living force found both in man and the 
animals. 
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"And God created great whales, and every living creature (nephesh, psuche) that moveth, which the 
waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw 
that it was good" (Gen. 1:21). [According to the first occurrences of the word for "soul" in the entire 

Bible, animals are "souls." The same Hebrew phrase for "living soul" is also found in vs. 20.] 
"And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature (nephesh, psuche) after his kind, cattle, and 
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so" (Gen. 1:24). [According to this 
second occurrence of the word for "soul" in the Bible, animals are "souls."] 

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul (nephesh, psuche)" (Gen. 2:7). [He became a "soul" rather than 
received a "soul."] 
"Whatsoever Adam called every living creature (nephesh, psuche), that was the name thereof" (Gen. 

2:19). [Animals are "souls."] 
"But flesh with the life (nephesh, psuche) thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. And 
surely your blood of your lives (nephesh, psuche) will I require; at the hand of every beast will I 
require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man’s brother will I require the life (nephesh, 

psuche) of man" (Gen. 9:4, 5). [Either the "soul" is in the blood, or the blood is the "soul."] 
"And with every living creature (nephesh, psuche) that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of 
every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth" (Gen. 
9:10). [Animals are "souls."] 

"And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living 
creature (nephesh, psuche) that is with you, for perpetual generations" (Gen. 9:12). [Animals are 
"souls."] 
"And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature (nephesh, 

psuche) of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow 
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature (nephesh, psuche) of all flesh that is upon the earth" (Gen. 9:15, 16). 
[Animals are "souls."]  

 

 
 

Nephesh can be translated “breathing creature” or “living creature” (see Genesis 1:20–21, 24). Plants 
do not possess this nephesh quality. 
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This part of the soul is earth-bound: "Who knoweth the spirit (ruach) of man that goeth upward, and 
the spirit (ruach) of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?"   Ec.3:21 
Nephesh, related to natural instinct. This is the lower part, or "animal part", of the soul. It is linked to 

instincts and bodily cravings.  Nephesh (נֶֶפש) is a Biblical Hebrew word which occurs in the Hebrew 
Bible (or Old Testament). Although it is commonly rendered as soul in English translations, the word 
refers to the tangible aspects of life, and human beings and animals are both described as being living 
soul(s). (Or Nephesh - "That which breathes") See Genesis 2:7 

 

The nefesh is the part of the soul found in all humans, and enters the physical body at birth. It is the 

source of one's physical and psychological nature. This is the level of soul that operates according to 
the dictates of nature. It is Nefesh that tells your heart to beat and your lungs to breath.   

2.  Ruach -     ַרּוח "spirit" 

 
Ruach -    (Strong's 7307)   ַרּוח "spirit", is often used to describe the whole immaterial part of man, i.e., 

mind, emotions, will, intellect, personality, conscience . . ., that the two are similar is clear by the 
parallelism in Job 7:11: “I will speak / in the anguish / of my soul (nephesh); I will complain / in the 
bitterness / of my spirit (ruach)”. This verse differentiate between nephesh and ruach.  Every living 
thing has a Ruach as well, the life-giving force that animates the living thing.   This is the part of the 

soul that operates to ensure your survival as a living being. lt is Ruach that tells you to duck when a 
stone flies by your head. 

Ruach and Nefesh are unconscious in that they operate without a fully developed sense of separate 

self.  

"Ruach" - (m. and f., pl. "Ruchot"); wind, air, breath, soul, mind, spirit, direction; as in "Mashiv 
HaRuach U-Morid HaGeshem," "Who makes the wind blow and the rain fall" (From the daily Shemoneh 

Esray Prayer); "VeHaRuach tashuv el HaElokim…," "And the soul will return to God…" (Ecclesiastes 
12:7) 
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3.  Neshamah -  

Neshamah -  (Strong's #5397) means "breath" and is sometimes used in place of nephesh or 
rûach (see below), it derives from נַָׁשם nâsham "to pant or blow away" (Strong's #5395). This root 

verb only occurs in Isaiah 42:14 where it is paired with ָׁשַאף shâ’aph "to inhale, pant after, covet, 
crush or destroy" (Strong's #7602). 

 Referred to in Tanya as "an actual part of God" -which is found only in man and not in animals is 
"Neshamah" - (f.; pl. "Neshamot"); soul or breath; as in  "VaYipach be-apo nishmat chayim," "And God 

breathed into his nose the breath of life." (Gen 2:7)  

Genesis 2:7 is the memorable first use of נֶַׁשַמה neshamah in which,"the LORD God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul". 

The verb to breathe, here, though is a different unrelated verb נַָפח nâphach (Strong's #5301, x12). In 
2 Samuel 22:16 God's rebuke is described by the phrase  ִַמנְִׁשַמת־רּוח minishmath-rûach "from-breath 
of spirit of his nose", so that even  ַרּוח rûach "spirit" (Strong's #7307, x378) seems to have the 
connotation of divine and consequently human breath. 

There is, therefore, a very strong affinity between what we think of as the very natural function of 
breath, though nonetheless miraculous, and the word  ַרּוח rûach "spirit" opften considered as the more 
divine spark of life or higher consciousness. But in several locations we see  ַרּוח rûach "spirit" as no 

more than a synonym for "breath". For example  in Job 4:9; 27:3; 32:8 and also 33:4 

 

It is Neshamah that says l, me, and mine. It is Neshamah that insists it is separate and self-contained. 

It is Neshamah that imagines that it can live without the body, and thus survive death. Early 
theologian-scientists-the Aristotelian philosophers said that the soul was the "form" of the body.  In his 
new book on eschatology-that is Greek for the study of the World to Come, Olam Haba-the eminent 
Anglican theologian-scientist Joh Polkinghorne defines the soul as "the information-bearing pattern 

carried by the matter of the body." That is "the soul of a person is the information in that person's 
DNA".    (http://www.studylight.org/) 
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"By the נֶַׁשַמה neshamah breath of God they perish, and by the  ַרּוח rûach spirit of His nostrils are they 
consumed" (Job 4:9)  
"As long as my נֶַׁשַמה neshamah breath is in me, and the  ַרּוח rûach spirit of God is in my nostrils" (Job 

27:3)  
"Surely there is a  ַרּוח rûach spirit in man, and the נֶַׁשַמה neshamah breath of Shadday gives him 
understanding" (Job 33:4)  
"The  ַרּוח rûach spirit of God has made me, and the נֶַׁשַמה neshamah breath of Shadday gave me life" 

(Job 32:8) 

This is not a mere poetic usage confined to the ancient book of Job which has a lot of references 
reflecting on the creation of man, for, Isaiah too has the same parallelism: 

"...He gives נֶַׁשַמה neshamah breath to the people on it, and  ַרּוח rûach spirit to those that walk on it" 
(Isaiah 42:5) 

Conversely, נֶַׁשַמה neshamah is twice translated by the word "spirit" in the KJV and NAS Bible versions 

of Job 26:4 and Proverbs 20:27, "the נֶַׁשַמה neshamah of man is the lamp of the Lord searching the 
innermost parts". It is also by "soul" in Isaiah 57:16, "the souls I have made". 

 spirit" in Genesis 7:22 during the flood narrative when all" רּוחַ  neshamah is again combined with נֶַׁשַמה

flesh apart from those on the Ark dies, "all in whose nostrils was the  ַנְִׁשַמת־רּוח nishmath-rûach breath-
of-spirit of life". Indeed, in several verses (e.g., Deuteronomy 20:16, Joshua 10:40; 11:11) the word is 
used frequently to describe all those with "breath" prior to their absolute destruction. So "breath" is a 

sign of life, and a frequent synonym for spirit or soul.   

"… the Zohar refers to three essentially different parts of the soul that form a sequence from lower to 
higher and are designated by the Hebrew terms nefesh, ru’ah, and neshamah… The nefesh or first 

element is to be found in every man… and is the source of his animal vitality… it is equally the property 
of all human beings. The two other parts of the soul … are postnatal increments that are found only in 
the man who has awakened spiritually and made a special effort to develop his intellectual powers and 
religious sensibilities. The ru’ah or anima is aroused at an unspecified time when a man succeeds in 

rising above his purely vitalistic side. But it is the highest of the three parts of the soul, the neshamah 
or spiritus, which is the most important of all … it opens his higher powers of apprehension, especially 
his ability to mystically apprehend the Godhead and the secrets of the Universe. Thus, it is the intuitive 
power that connects mankind with its Creator." (Scholem, Gershom. Kaballah: A Definitive History of 

the Evolution, Ideas, Leading Figures and Extraordinary Influence of Jewish Mysticism. New York: 
Penguin Books, 1978.) 
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The next two types of soul chayyah and yehidah were first mentioned in the Midrash Rabbah. Gershom 
Scholem writes that these "were considered to represent the sublimest levels of intuitive cognition, and 
to be within the grasp of only a few chosen individuals". The Chayyah and the Yechidah do not enter 

into the body like the other three. 

4.  Chayah  khaw-yaw 
 

 Chayah, is considered a part of God, the " the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel 
of a gentle and quiet spirit which in God's sight is very precious " (1Pe 3;4). Its presence allow one to 
have awareness of the divine life force which is present in every part of the cosmos. The fourth level of 

soul is Chayyah, cosmic consciousness, the level of consciousness that is aware of the 
interconnectedness of all things as Ayn.  Chayyah knows itself as part of God but does not  see itself as 
God. 
 

5.  Yechidah    ה  יְִחיָד֔
Yechidah, is the highest plane of the soul which is also termed the pintele Yid (the "essential [inner] 
Jew"). This aspect is essentially one with God.  It is this that transform every one to transform into the 
full strature of Christ.  Eph. 4: 13  until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

Yechidah is the unity consciousness where Adam realizes that he is indeed the Son of God.  
Yechidah is completely as part of the god-class Elohim.  In Yechidah everything is known as a 
manifestation of the one thing, God.  

According to Chabad.org, Yechidah connotes the essence of the soul--its unity with its source, the 

singular essence of God. For the essence of the soul of man is "literally a part of God above"--a piece 
of God in us, so to speak. 

Kabbalists assign specific organs that are animated by these five souls.  The main centers of 

illumination are the mind, heart and liver. The neshama  provides consciousness and imagination t the 
left hemisphere of the brain and animates the nervous system.  The ruach gives life through heart/lung 
area and animates the circulatory and respiratory system.   "nefesh" is mostly concerned with the 
digestive system and functions of the liver    
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  http://www.inner.org/leader/leader1.htm 

" Of all the teachings received from the Ba'al Shem Tov, perhaps none are as important or essential as 
the notion that  

1) the Jewish soul "is a portion of God above," and that  

2) a spark of Mashiach is contained within each individual soul.  

Based on an ancient Midrashic source, Kabbalah and Chassidut speak of five levels or gradations of the 

soul:  

the "lower soul" (nefesh,) relates to behavior and action; the "spirit" (ruach,) to the emotions; the 

"inner soul" (neshama, ) to the mind; the "living one" (chaya, ) to the bridge between the first flash of 
conscious insight and it's superconscious origin; the "single one" (yechidah,) to the ultimate unity of 
the soul in God, as manifest by pure faith, absolute devotion and the continuous readiness to sacrifice 

one's life for God. It is in the fifth and most sublime level of soul, the yechidah, where these two soul-
aspects described by the Ba'al Shem Tov unite. 

The spark of Mashiach, comprising the deepest point of the soul, is the activating force fueling 

leadership potential. Just as the very definition of Mashiach is his ability to successfully redeem the 
entire world, so does the spark of Mashiach within an individual define his drive to improve the world 
around him in whatever manner possible. The desire to rectify reality and reveal holiness and Godliness 
in the world, a cardinal Jewish character trait throughout the ages, is thus ultimately connected to the 

redemptive mission of the Mashiach."   
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These five names of the soul correspond to the level of soul in each of the worlds.  

 

 
The Soul on the Tree of Life.  

 http://solve-et-coagula.us/theology/soul.php 
This picture has the Hebrew names of the five levels of soul as taught by the Kabbalah.   

From top to bottom it says:   
Yechidah (unique essence), 

 Chaya (living essence),  

HaNeshama (the higher soul), 
 Ruach (spirit), and  
Nefesh (lower soul).   

These five levels of soul correspond to five dimensions of reality, each dimension larger than and 

inclusive of the ones before it. This is what our Kabbalists call the Five Worlds. 
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Nefesh consciousness knows the world as Assiah, the blind doings of nature. Ruach consciousness 
knows the world as Yetzirah, the instinctual world of animals that have not yet reached reflective self-
consciousness. Neshamah consciousness knows the world as Beriah, the world of creative, self-aware, 

and reflective beings, especially human beings. Chayyah consciousness knows the world as Atzilut, the 
world of divine emanation where all forms are seen and honored as aspects of God. Yechidah 
consciousness knows the world as Adam Kadmon, primordial reality, pure spirit, formless emptiness. 

 

All five levels of consciousness and all five dimensions of reality are present in each of us at all times. 

We tend to focus on the self-conscious Neshamah and the Beriah world of competing selves, and to 
ignore all other realms and means of knowing, unless something goes wrong. For example: We 

become aware of Assiyah and Nefesh when there is something wrong with us physically. A broken leg 
demands we focus on Assiyah. and pulls us away from other modes of knowing to concentrate and 
deal with our pain. 

We become aware of Yetzirah and Ruach when we are confronted with unexpected danger. We are 

suddenly face to face with a bear and our minds and bodies react—we run away. There is no need for 
self-reflection. Ruach tells Nefesh to run and our legs run! 

We become aware of Beriah and Neshamah every time we say I. me. and mine. This is the world that 

occupies most of our attention. it is the world in which we feel most at home. it is also the world from 
which most of our suffering comes. 
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We become aware of Atzilut and Chayyah when we sleep. or when We are deep in prayer or selfless 
meditation. or when we are blessed with a sudden insight or intuition that comes from beyond our 
ordinary ability to know. Both sleep and meditation quiet Neshamah’s incessant Ping and we are 

exposed to a more inclusive reality. Intuition happens only when Neshamah is quiet. for only then can 
intuition be heard above the din of Beriah. 

We “become aware" of Adam Kadmon and Yechiclah when we are aware of nothing at all. This is the 

paradox of Yechidah consciousness: it is that aspect of ourselves that realizes there are no selves. You 
do not know you are Adam Kadmon. Only Yechidah conscious because there is no you to know in am 
when you return to Chayyah or Neshamah from an awakening of Yechidah can you sense the 
experience. You feel lighter, more joyous, at peace with self and other, and filled with compassion for 

everyone and everything.  

 
Hassidism teaches that  

• the Nefesh resides in the blood, (Lev 17:11) 
• Ruach in the heart,  

• Neshamah in the brain.  

 

 

Chayah and Yechidahare transcendent of the body, not enclothing themselves in any particular limb. 
Yechidah represents the quintessential point of the soul (Etzem HaNeshamah) which is rooted in the  
Ein Sof Or.  
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>>> 
B 

TWO SOULS 
Hasidic Judaism   is a branch of Orthodox Judaism that promotes spirituality through the 

popularization and internalization of Jewish mysticism as the fundamental aspect of the faith. It was 
founded in 18th-century Eastern Europe by Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov as a reaction against 
overly legalistic Judaism. 

  

http://www.chabad.org/ 

The Chassidic masters speak of two distinct souls that vitalize the human being: an "Animal Soul" and a 
"Godly Soul." The Animal Soul is driven by the quest for self-preservation and self-enhancement; in 
this, it resembles the soul and self of all other creations. But we also possess a Godly Soul"--a soul 
driven by the desire to reconnect with its Source. Our lives are the story of the contest and interplay 

between these two souls, as we struggle to balance and reconcile our physical needs and desires with 
our spiritual aspirations, our self-focused drives with our altruistic yearnings. These two souls, 
however, do not reside "side-by-side" within the body; rather, the Godly Soul is enclothed within the 
Animal Soul--just as the Animal Soul is enclothed within the body. This means that the Animal Soul, 

too, is vitalized by the "part of God above" at its core. Ostensibly, the two souls are in conflict with 
each other, but in essence they are compatible.  

The Divine essence of the human soul is what sets the human being above and apart from all other 

creations, even the angels. The angel may be more spiritual, but the human being is more Godly. The 
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difference, then, between the vehicle of Rational Soul and that of Divine Soul is that with the Rational 
Soul alone a person can only reach the God idea, but with the Divine Soul, a person can reach God's 
Self. No creation can possess true freedom of choice--a creation, by definition, has and consists of only 

what its creator has imparted to it; this is its "nature," and its every inclination and action will be 
dictated by that nature. It is only in the human soul that the Creator imparted of His own essence. The 
human soul is thus the only truly "supra-natural" being (aside from the Creator)--a being that is not 
limited by its own nature. A being that can transcend itself; a being that can choose to not merely 

react to its environment, but to act upon it; a being whose choices and actions are therefore of 
true significance. 

 

 >> 
http://rabbidavidcooper.com/  Rabbi David Cooper 
"According to Kabbalah, creation is composed of five major categories of consciousness, called worlds 
or universes.  

 
They are not separate universes, but are concentric, one within the other. Assiyah is the world of 
physicality; yetzirah, the world of emotions; beriyah, the world of the intellect;atzilut, the world of the 
spirit; and adam kadmon, the primordial source. Although we give different names to the worlds, they 

are not really separate from each other.  
 
Each of these worlds is a lens through which we gain a unique perspective of reality. Thus, the 
Kabbalah teaches that the soul has five levels, five dimensions of awareness. Each soul dimension has 
a unique relationship with its world and this is the vehicle through which we mysteriously connect with 

various realms. Some aspects of soul relate more to our physicality, while others dwell, so to speak, in 
different realms of awareness. One aspect of the soul is always joined with the center of creation, and 
this is our eternal link with truth. 
Briefly, the soul dimensions are as follows: 

  
Nefesh: The World of Action  
The nefesh is the level of the soul most connected with physicality. In essence, nefesh is the soul of 
atomic structure. Every particle of matter has a nefesh, every rock, every plant, every celestial body.  

 
In human terms, the nefesh is associated with body awareness. It is the part of us most linked with the 
world. After death, it is the aspect of the soul that lingers around the deceased for the longest period. 
It is also the part of the soul that is most involved with the process of purification after death. 
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The nefesh is sometimes called the "animal" soul. The Zohar has a beautiful description of it: "Nefesh 
is the lowest stirring to which the body cleaves, like the dark light at the bottom of the candle-flame 

which clings to the wick [body] and exists only through it. When the candle is fully kindled, this dark 
light becomes a throne for the white light above it [the next higher soul level: ruach]. When both are 
fully kindled, the white light becomes a throne for a light which cannot be fully discerned [still a higher 
level of the soul: neshama]. So there is formed a complete light." 

  
Thus, although the nefesh is the densest part of the soul, the least connected with its divine source, it 
is the foundation of all the soul levels and the most directly associated with the body. This aspect of 
the soul is integral with life itself, and virtually any Jewish law can be overridden for the single most 

important commandment, that of the mitzvah of saving life, called pikuach nefesh. 
 
Many forms of physical matter, such as elementary atoms, neutrons, protons, and electrons only have 
a nefesh and nothing else. However, just as physical matter can be organized in increasingly complex 

forms, from single celled organisms to the human being, so too can the essential soul develop aspects, 
higher levels of the soul, that are more closely united with the central source of creation. This process 
distinguishes human life. 
  

Ruach: The World of Formation 
Ruach means wind or spirit. It is associated with elementary consciousness and information that moves 
through the senses. In the human, ruach is related to speech and emotions, both of which are 
constantly moving within the body. Whereas nefesh is associated with body awareness, ruach is more 

correlated with emotional awareness.  
 
Our "spirituality" is founded upon the ruach level of soul. It inexpressibly moves us to tears when we 
are touched by a poem, a glance, a work of art or a simple moment in nature. Love on this level is 

more real to us, and longer lasting. Our sense of purpose and meaning in life depends a great deal 
upon the extent to which our ruach is nourished. 
 
This nourishment is the result of how we live our lives, where we spend our time and the raw material 
we ingest through our senses. Just as a body is sustained by food, our soul is supported by our 

experiences. In many traditions, foods are classified by qualities, such as: agitating, soothing, 
stimulating, disturbing, calming, strengthening, and so forth. In the same way, experiences affect the 
spirit. 
 

When the ruach is raised to its highest elevation, we attain a state of awareness that is described as 
ruach hakodesh. This means "holy spirit," and is a state of being that transcends ordinary awareness. 
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With ruach hakodesh we dwell in other dimensions of reality and gain a clear sense of the way life will 
unfold. All of the biblical prophets had ruach hakodesh; this level of prophesy is one of the aspirations 
of intense contemplative work in Judaism. 

  
Neshama: The World of Creation 
The word neshama has the same root in Hebrew (NShM) as the word for breath. This soul level is 
associated with higher awareness and angelic realms, it is a defining quality of human consciousness. 

 
The Zohar describes the neshama as follows: "The nefesh and the ruach intertwine together, while the 
neshama resides in a person's character. This is an abode which cannot be discovered or located. 
Should a person strive towards purity in life, he or she is aided by a holy neshama. But should the 

person not strive for righteousness and purity of life, this person is animated only by two grades: 
nefesh and ruach." 
 
Whereas we all have the power to develop the neshama aspect of our souls, there is no assurance that 

we will do so. In some ways, this is analogous to a potter's kiln. Some glazes require a specific 
temperature for a fixed length of time. If this temperature is not reached, the glaze will not set.  
 
From a spiritual perspective, our life is fired by conscious action (fuel) and clean living (oxygen). We 

need a good mix of the two to get the temperature high enough to vitalize our higher soul potential. 
Once this is accomplished we have access to expanded realms of awareness.  
 
Even though our power to nurture our highest soul level is not guaranteed, it is assumed that the 

purpose of human existence is to parent this lofty objective. The Zohar says: "At first a person has a 
nefesh. Then she or he is crowned by the grade that rests upon the nefesh, which is the ruach. After 
this, a superior grade that dominates the others, the neshama, takes up its abode, and the person 
becomes worthy of the world to come. Nefesh cannot exist without the help of ruach, and ruach in turn 

is sustained by neshama. The three form a unity." 
 Simply said, human life is not complete without the neshama. 
 
The neshama emanates from an elevated source, while the ruach emanates from a somewhat lower 
origin. When these two sources unite, they shine with a celestial light and are called: "lamp." This is 

found in Proverbs, where it says that "the lamp of God is the neshama of humankind." 
 
 In many ways, the neshama is an essential aspect of creation. As the neshama is an aspect of soul 
that is directly connected with the divine source of life, it is via the neshama, and the higher levels of 

soul, that we co-partner with God in the continuous unfolding of creation. 
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The neshama is pure in its essence. It cannot be blemished. When we die, it immediately returns to its 
source. 
  

Chayah: The World of Emanation 
There are two additional, much more highly refined levels of soul. The chayah, which means living 
essence, is so etheric it has little connection with the body and mostly dwells in other realms. It is too 
subtle for our consciousness and we only gain awareness of this level when we enter altered states. In 

those rare moments that we experience oceanic unity and a bright light of pure oneness, we are 
tapping into chayah consciousness.  
 
Nothing can be said about this soul level except that it represents the highest degree of awareness 

accessible to human beings. This is the kabbalistic realm of "wisdom" (chochma) which is the source of 
all "understanding" (binah). (Spiritual exercises to develop chochma and binah consciousness appear in 
the final section of this book.)  
The experience of Jewish enlightenment, merging with God, dwells in the soul dimension of chayah. 

 It is too subtle to describe, too bright to be contained by concept. 
  
Yehidah: The World of Will 
The soul level most connected with the source of awareness is called yehidah, which means unity. It is 

the center point of the soul and as such it disappears into the infinitude of creation. Some would say 
that this is the aspect of the soul that is "hard wired" directly into the essence of the Divine. It is not 
"with" us but we are never apart from it.  
 

This is where duality dissolves. It is far too subtle for human consciousness. Yehidah is our ultimate 
link with God, the part of us that can never be separated from the Divine. When all else fails, the 
awareness of our yehidah endowment may be sufficient to carry us through our most difficult of 
times."   

 
>>> 

C 
MAN'S SOUL 

http://www.catholictheology.info/summa-theologica/summa-part1.php?q=525 

 
1. A soul is the life-principle in a living body. The soul actualizes a body as living, and it is the 
substantial form which makes the living body the specific kind of living body it is: plant, animal, man. 
The soul of a plant and the soul of an animal are called material souls not as though they were made 
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of bodily stuff, but to indicate their dependence upon the bodily organism which they determine and 
actualize. 
 

2. The human soul is a non bodily substance endowed with intellect and will. In this life the human 
soul has an extrinsic dependence on the body, but not an intrinsic dependence. It can exist and 
operate per se even if it be severed from the body. And this means that it is truly a subsistent 
substance. 

 
3. The plant soul and the animal soul are not subsistent substances. They cannot exist and operate per 
se without the plant body and the animal body; indeed, it is the complete body, plant or animal, that 
exists and acts per se. Material souls are incomplete, non-subsistent substances. 

 
4. The human soul is subsistent, yet, while it is a complete soul, it is not a complete human being. The 
complete human being is a compound of body and soul. Plato mistakenly thought that the soul is the 
complete man, and that the body is a kind of container or prison. But this is not true. Man is a single 

compound substance made of body and soul; the soul can exist and perform its proper operations even 
if severed from the body. 
 
5. Therefore the human soul is a spiritual substance. It is an element of the human compound, but in 

itself it has no compounding or composition; there is no matter or material in it. It is a substantial 
spiritual form. It is a spirit. 
 
6. The substantial and subsistent form cannot decay, break up, or cease to exist. For it has no material 

elements or parts to fall away; it has no intrinsic dependence on matter for existence and operation. 
Hence it is an incorruptible substance; it cannot perish or die. 
 
7. The human soul is not of the same species (that is, definite and complete kind of essence) as the 

angels. Indeed, we have seen that each angel is a species in itself; angels are only of generic 
sameness. But a human soul is like an angel in the fact that it is a spiritual substance, and it is unlike 
an angel in the fact that it is a spiritual substance designed to be united with a body. Again, all human 
souls are of the same species, whereas each angel is itself the only member of its species. 
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D 

PHILOSOPHICAL VIEWS 

GREEK PHILOSOPHY 
The Ancient Greeks used the same word for 'alive' as for 'ensouled', indicating that the earliest 
surviving western philosophical view believed that the soul was that which gave the body life. The soul 
was considered the incorporeal or spiritual 'breath' which animates (from the Latin, anima, cf. animal) 

the living organism. 

 
Socrates (470/469 - 399 BC)  and Plato(428/427 or 424/423 - 348/347 BC) considered this essence 
of life to be an incorporeal, eternal occupant of our being. As bodies die, the soul is continually reborn 
in subsequent bodies. The Platonic soul comprises three parts: 

the logos, or logistikon (mind, nous, or reason) 

            the thymos, or thumetikon (emotion, or spiritedness, or masculine) 
            the eros, or epithumetikon (appetitive, or desire, or feminine) 
Each of these has a function in a balanced, level and peaceful soul. 
Plato (429–347 B.C.E.) argued that, as the body is from the material world, the soul is from the world 

of ideas and is thus immortal. He believed the soul was temporarily united with the body and would 
only be separated at death, when it would return to the world of Forms. Since the soul does not exist 
in time and space, as the body does, it can access universal truths. 
'Forms'...exist outside of space and time and that are both the objects of knowledge and somehow the 

cause of whatever transpires in the physical world [...] the immortal soul, in a disembodied state prior 
to its incarceration in a body, viewed these Forms, a knowledge of which is then recalled by 
incarcerated souls through a laborious process. 
—Alan Silverman, Plato's Middle Period Metaphysics and Epistemology 

 
For Plato, ideas (or Forms) are the true reality, and are experienced by the soul. The body is for Plato 
empty in that it cannot access the abstract reality of the world; it can only experience shadows. 
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Aristotle (384 BC – 322 BC) defined the soul or psyche (ψυχή) as the first actuality of a naturally 
organized body,  but argued against its having a separate existence from the physical body. In 

Aristotle's view, the primary activity of a living thing constitutes its soul  (its purpose or final cause). 
 
The various faculties of the soul or psyche, such as nutrition, sensation, movement, and so forth, when 
exercised, constitute the "second" actuality, or fulfillment, of the capacity to be alive. A good example 

is someone who falls asleep, as opposed to someone who falls dead; the former actuality can wake up 
and go about their life, while the second actuality can no longer do so.  
 
Aristotle identified three hierarchical levels of living things: plants, animals, and people, for which 

groups he identified three corresponding levels of soul, or biological activity:  
• the nutritive activity of growth, sustenance and reproduction which all life shares;  

• the self-willed motive activity and sensory faculties, which only animals and people have in 
common;  

• and finally reason, of which people alone are capable.  

Aristotle treats of the soul in his work, De Anima (On the Soul). Although mostly seen as opposing 
Plato in relation to the immortality of the soul, there's a controversy about the fifth chapter of the third 

book of his work De Anima. In that text both interpretations can be argued for: soul as a whole is 
mortal or a part called active intellect or active mind is immortal and eternal.   
 
For Aristotle (384–322 BC) mind is a faculty of the soul. Regarding the soul, he said: 

It is not necessary to ask whether soul and body are one, just as it is not necessary to ask whether the 
wax and its shape are one, nor generally whether the matter of each thing and that of which it is the 
matter are one. For even if one and being are spoken of in several ways, what is properly so spoken of 
is the actuality. 

— De Anima ii 1, 412b6–9 
In the end, Aristotle saw the relation between soul and body as uncomplicated, in the same way that it 
is uncomplicated that a cubical shape is a property of a toy building block. The soul is a property 
exhibited by the body, one among many. Moreover, Aristotle proposed that when the body perishes, so 

does the soul, just as the shape of a building block disappears with destruction of the block 
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AVICENNA (980 - 1037 AD) AND IBN AL-NAFIS (1213 - 1288 AD) 
Following Aristotle, the Muslim philosophers Avicenna (Ibn Sina) and Ibn al-Nafis, further elaborated on 

the Aristotelian understanding of the soul and developed their own theories on the soul. They both 
made a distinction between the soul and the spirit, and in particular, the Avicennian doctrine on the 
nature of the soul was influential among theScholastics. Some of Avicenna's views on the soul included 
the idea that the immortality of the soul is a consequence of its nature, and not a purpose for it to 

fulfill. In his theory of "The Ten Intellects", he viewed the human soul as the tenth and final intellect. 
 
While he was imprisoned, Avicenna wrote his famous "Floating Man" thought experiment to 
demonstrate human self-awareness and the substantiality of the soul. He told his readers to imagine 

themselves suspended in the air, isolated from all sensations, which includes no sensory contact with 
even their own bodies. He argues that in this scenario one would still have self-consciousness. He thus 
concludes that the idea of the self is not logically dependent on any physical thing, and that the soul 
should not be seen inrelative terms, but as a primary given, a substance. This argument was later 

refined and simplified by René Descartes in epistemic terms when he stated: "I can abstract from the 
supposition of all external things, but not from the supposition of my own consciousness." 
 
Avicenna generally supported Aristotle's idea of the soul originating from the heart, whereas Ibn al-

Nafis rejected this idea and instead argued that the soul "is related to the entirety and not to one or a 
few organs." He further criticized Aristotle's idea that every unique soul requires the existence of a 
unique source, in this case the heart. Ibn al-Nafis concluded that "the soul is related primarily neither 
to the spirit nor to any organ, but rather to the entire matter whose temperament is prepared to 
receive that soul," and he defined the soul as nothing other than "what a human indicates by 

saying 'I'." 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

94 
 

 

 
ST.THOMAS AQUINAS  
Following Aristotle and Avicenna, St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274 AD) understood the soul to be the 
first actuality of the living body. Consequent to this, he distinguished three orders of life:  

• plants, which feed and grow;  

• animals, which add sensation to the operations of plants; and  
• humans, which add intellect to the operations of animals. 

 
Concerning the human soul, his epistemological theory required that, since the knower becomes what 
he knows the soul was definitely not corporeal: for, if it were corporeal when it knew what some 

corporeal thing was, that thing would come to be within it. Therefore, the soul had an operation which 
did not rely on a bodily organ and therefore the soul could subsist without the body. Furthermore, 
since the rational soul of human beings was a subsistent form and not something made up of matter 
and form, it could not be destroyed in any natural process. The full argument for the immortality of the 

soul and Thomas's elaboration of Aristotelian theory is found in Question 75 of the Summa Theologica. 
Question 75 and 76   
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Thomas Aquinas held that the imago dei exists in a person’s intellect or reason and not in the form or 

physical nature .   Animals, were not created with a logical mind.  Only Angels are higher in mental 
abilities than man.  The Fall was a struggle between reason and the temptations of the body such as 
lust and gluttony  

Psalm 81:12, “So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, to walk in their own devices”,  

Romans 1:24 “Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their 
bodies would be dishonored among them”. 

 

  
 

JOHN CALVIN (1509 – 1564) 

To Calvin, the image of God exists in the soul: “For although God’s glory shines forth in the outer man, 

yet there is no doubt that the proper seat of his image is in the soul.” Since soul is the power behind 
the development of human personality, every part of man is influenced by this image even on the 
physical body.    Adam and Eve were perfectly intelligent, righteous, and obedient.  However with the 
fall his reason remained as a reflection tainted as in a shattered mirror  warped and incoherent. 

Calvin, in his Commentary on Genesis: 

 
“Since the image of God had been destroyed in us by the fall, we may judge from its restoration what 
it originally had been. Paul says that we are transformed into the image of God by the gospel. And, 
according to him, spiritual regeneration is nothing else than the restoration of the same image. 

(Colossians 3:10, and Ephesians 4:23.) That he made this image to consist in righteousness and true 
holiness, is by the figure synecdoche; for though this is the chief part, it is not the whole of God's 
image. Therefore by this word the perfection of our whole nature is designated, as it appeared when 
Adam was endued with a right judgment, had affections in harmony with reason, had all his senses 

sound and well-regulated, and truly excelled in everything good.  
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Thus the chief seat of the Divine image was in his mind and heart, where it was eminent: yet was 
there no part of him in which some scintillations of it did not shine forth.” 
Calvin,was very critical of Augustine's correspondence of the trinitaran image of God in man. Calvin 

preferred man to be just Spirit and Body. In De Trinitate he says: 
 
“But Augustine, beyond all others, speculates with excessive refinement, for the purpose of fabricating 
a Trinity in man. For in laying hold of the three faculties of the soul enumerated by Aristotle, the 

intellect, the memory, and the will, he afterwards out of one Trinity derives many. If any reader, 
having leisure, wishes to enjoy such speculations, let him read the tenth and fourteenth books on the 
Trinity, also the eleventh book of the "City of God."  
 

I acknowledge, indeed, that there is something in man which refers to the Father and the Son, and the 
Spirit: and I have no difficulty in admitting the above distinction of the faculties of the soul: although 
the simpler division into two parts, which is more used in Scripture, is better adapted to the sound 
doctrine of piety; but a definition of the image of God ought to rest on a firmer basis than such 

subtleties.” 
 

  
 

IMMANUEL KANT 
 

In his discussions of rational psychology Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) identified the soul as the "I" in 
the strictest sense and that the existence of inner experience can neither be proved nor disproved. "We 

cannot prove a priori the immateriality of the soul, but rather only so much: that all properties and 
actions of the soul cannot be cognized from materiality." It is from the "I", or soul, that Kant proposes 
transcendental rationalization, but cautions that such rationalization can only determine the limits of 
knowledge if it is to remain practical.    
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E 
INDIAN YOGA SYSTEM DESCRIPTION  OF ANATOMY OF THE SPIRIT 

 

Yoga Sutras of Patanjali (Usually dated as 200 B.C but modern dating is well within 200 A.D). Most 
interpretations of Patanjali read a dualism between purusha Person- Adam who stand between Prakriti 
the prima materia of the world and pure consciousness presents the goal of yoga as the effort to rise 
above nature for the realization of pure consciousness, free of the fluctuations of the mind and 

emotions to be with God.  The history of Yoga indicates influence of both the Jewish and Thomas 
Christian thoughts. 
 
According to Caroline Myss, who described chakras in her work Anatomy of the Spirit (1996), "Every 

thought and experience you've ever had in your life gets filtered through these chakra databases. Each 
event is recorded into your cells...", in effect your biography becomes your biology. 
 
 

 
 
The chakras are thought to vitalize the physical body and to be associated with interactions of a 
physical, emotional and mental nature. They are considered loci of life energy or prana, also called 
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shakti, qi (Chinese; ki in Japanese), koach-ha-guf (Hebrew), bios (Greek) and aether (Greek, English), 
which is thought to flow among them along pathways called nadis as nerve energy.  The chakras are 
placed at differing levels of spiritual subtlety, with Sahasrara at the top being concerned with pure 

consciousness, and Muladhara at the bottom being concerned with matter, which is seen simply as 
condensed, or gross consciousness. 
 
Once we realize the Kabbalah Tree of Life as the figure of Primordian Man Adam Kadamon, several of 

the Indian System of Kundalini Yoga Chakras fall into place as the above comparison indicates.  It is 
difficult to find a consolidated theory of Chakras as each author has their own number and system.  
The basic concept is still the same. 
 
Some times these are presented as layers - Kosa - of human body  each Kosa is associated with a more 
subtler existence until it encompass the supreme layer co-existent with God. 
 

THE FIVE KOSHAS (COVERING BODIES) 

annamaya kosha Matter Physical 
Physical body and senses 
(sthula-sharira, "gross body.") 

pranamaya kosha Vital Air Energy 

Driving force behind the 
physical aspect of the senses 
and the operation of the 

physical body 

manamaya kosha Mind Mental 
Processing, reason, logic and 
emotion. 

vijnanamaya kosha Ego and Intellect Wisdom Faculty which discriminates 

anandamaya kosha Center of Conciousness Bliss 

Independent of any reason or 

stimulus.( karana-sharira, 
"causal body." soul body) 

In some systems there is a sixth sheath, the hiranyagarbha kosha, the body of the first born. 
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Rudolf Joseph Lorenz Steiner  (1861  – 1925 AD) was an Austrian philosopher, social 
reformer, architect, and esotericist.  He was initially part of the Theosophical Society with its head 
quarters in India.  Later he parted from Madame Blavatsky and started his own society under the name 
Anthroposophical Society 

From 1900 on, he began lecturing about concrete details of the spiritual world(s), culminating in the 

publication in 1904 of the first of several systematic presentations, his Theosophy: An Introduction to 
the Spiritual Processes in Human Life and in the Cosmos, followed by How to Know Higher Worlds 
(1904/5), Cosmic Memory (a collection of articles written between 1904 and 1908), and An Outline of 
Esoteric Science (1910). Important themes include: 
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• the human being as body, soul and spirit; 

• the path of spiritual development; 
• spiritual influences on world-evolution and history; and 

• reincarnation and karma. 

Steiner emphasized that there is an objective natural and spiritual world that can be known, and that 

perceptions of the spiritual world and incorporeal beings are, under conditions of training comparable 
to that required for the natural sciences, including self-discipline, replicable by multiple observers. It is 
on this basis that spiritual science is possible, with radically different epistemological foundations than 
those of natural science. 

For  Steiner, the cosmos is permeated and continually transformed by the creative activity of non-

physical processes and spiritual beings. In Steiner's scheme it is not easy to separate Body, Soul and 
Spirit with exact  boundaries.  Here is the whole Man as seen by Steiner where both the Spirit Realm 
and the Body Realm overlaps to form the Human Spirit on one end the Soul body on the other end.  
The body end provides the sensation and the Spirit end produce the intution.   Between these lie the 
three fold Soul - the Sentient, the Intellectual and the Conscious.  

This model is interesting since it explains how the Spirit and Body together with the animal life 
produced the Soul in man in a unique way and also why there is free human spirit within man which is 
capable of communicating with the  Spirit of God.This explains the uniqueness of Human Spirit and 
Soul in comparison to Vegetative and Animal Life Souls. 
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Steiner model of formation of the Soul within Man 
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F 
WHERE' IS THE SOUL IN THE BODY TO BE FOUND? 

 

Katha Upanishad I.2.20: "Atman [soul], smaller than a barley grain and greater than the wide universe, 
is hidden in the human heart."  
The Upanishads: Katha, Isa, Kena, and Mundaka, Vol. I, translated from the Sanskrit by Swami 
Nikhilananda, Harper & Brothers, NY, 1949 (Bonanza Books, NY), pp. 141-142. (Commentary by Swami 

Nirmalananda Giri).   

 
RENÉ DESCARTES (1596-1650) was a French mathematician and philosopher. He discovered 

analytical geometry and is famous for the saying "I think, therefore I am." But he was highly interested 
in anatomy and physiology as well. In his last book Passions of the Soul (1649), Descartes regarded 
the pineal gland as the seat of the rational soul and the place in which all our thoughts are formed 
(Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy)—  

"My view is that this gland is the principal seat of the soul, and the place in which all our thoughts are 
formed. The reason I believe this is that I cannot find any part of the brain, except this, which is not 
double. Since we see only one thing with two eyes, and hear only one voice with two ears, and in short 
have never more than one thought at a time, it must necessarily be the case that the impressions 
which enter by the two eyes or by the two ears, and so on, unite with each other in some part of the 

body before being considered by the soul. Now it is impossible to find any such place in the whole head 
except this gland; moreover it is situated in the most suitable possible place for this purpose, in the 
middle of all the concavities; and it is supported and surrounded by the little branches of the carotid 
arteries which bring the spirits into the brain."  

—René Descartes, Treatise of man 
 
[The] mechanism of our body is so constructed that simply by this gland's being moved in any way by 
the soul or by any other cause, it drives the surrounding spirits towards the pores of the brain, which 

direct them through the nerves to the muscles; and in this way the gland makes the spirits move the 
limbs. 
—René Descartes, Passions of the soul 
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Modern research shows the pineal gland or the "third eye" in the brain produces the serotonin 
derivative melatonin, a hormone that affects the modulation of wake/sleep patterns and seasonal 
functions. Its shape resembles a tiny pine cone (hence its name  

 

 
 

The Egyptian Third Eye is probably referring to the Pineal Gland which lie at the center of the brain and 
has the structure similar to the third eye seen in Egyptian caves. 
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G 

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CONCEPT OF THE SOUL 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

The ancient Egyptians believed that a human soul was made up of five parts: the Ren, the Ba, the Ka, 
the Sheut, and the Ib. In addition to these components of the soul there was the human body (called 

the ha, occasionally a plural haw, meaning approximately sum of bodily parts). The other souls were 
aakhu, khaibut, and khat. 
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 Ib (heart) 

 

An important part of the Egyptian soul was thought to be the Ib (jb), or heart. The Ib or metaphysical 
heart was believed to be formed from one drop of blood from the child's mother's heart, taken at 
conception.  

To ancient Egyptians, the heart was the seat of emotion, thought, will and intention.   

In Egyptian religion, the heart was the key to the afterlife. It was conceived as surviving death in the 
nether world, where it gave evidence for, or against, its possessor. It was thought that the heart was 
examined by Anubis and the deities during the Weighing of the Heart ceremony. If the heart weighed 

more than the feather of Maat, it was immediately consumed by the monster Ammit. 

Sheut (shadow)  

A person's shadow or silhouette, Sheut (šwt in Egyptian), is always present. Because of this, Egyptians 
surmised that a shadow contains something of the person it represents. Through this association, 
statues of people and deities were sometimes referred to as shadows. 

The shadow was also representative to Egyptians of a figure of death, or servant of Anubis, and was 
depicted graphically as a small human figure painted completely black. Sometimes people (usually 
pharaohs) had a shadow box in which part of their Sheut was stored. 

Ren (name)  

As a part of the soul, a person's ren (rn 'name') was given to them at birth and the Egyptians believed 
that it would live for as long as that name was spoken, which explains why efforts were made to 

protect it and the practice of placing it in numerous writings.   A cartouche (magical rope) often was 
used to surround the name and protect it . The greater the number of places a name was used, the 
greater the possibility it would survive to be read and spoken. 

Ba 

                                 
Ba takes the form of a bird with a human head. 
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The 'Ba'  was everything that makes an individual unique, similar to the notion of 'personality'   The 
'Ba' is an aspect of a person that the Egyptians believed would live after the body died, and it is 
sometimes depicted as a human-headed bird flying out of the tomb to join with the 'Ka' in the afterlife. 

Ka 

 

The Ka was the Egyptian concept of vital essence, that which distinguishes the difference between a 

living and a dead person, with death occurring when the ka left the body. The Egyptians believed that 
Khnum created the bodies of children on a potter's wheel and inserted them into their mothers' bodies. 
Depending on the region, Egyptians believed that Heket or Meskhenet was the creator of each person's 

Ka, breathing it into them at the instant of their birth as the part of their soul that made them be alive. 
This resembles the concept of spirit in other religions. 

The Egyptians also believed that the ka was sustained through food and drink. For this reason food and 
drink offerings were presented to the dead, although it was the kau(kꜣ w) within the offerings that was 

consumed, not the physical aspect. The ka was often represented in Egyptian iconography as a second 
image of the king, leading earlier works to attempt to translate ka as double. 

Akh 

 
  

The Akh  was associated with thought, but not as an action of the mind; rather, it was intellect as a 
living entity. The Akh also played a role in the afterlife. Following the death of the Khat (physical body), 
the Ba and Ka were reunited to reanimate the Akh.  The reanimation of the Akh was only possible if 
the proper funeral rites were executed and followed by constant offerings. The ritual was termed: se-

akh 'to make (a dead person) into an (living) akh.' In this sense, it even developed into a sort of ghost 
or roaming 'dead being' (when the tomb was not in order any more) during the Ramesside Period. An 
Akh could do either harm or good to persons still living, depending on the circumstances, causing e.g., 
nightmares, feelings of guilt, sickness, etc. It could be evoked by prayers or written letters left in the 

tomb's offering chapel also in order to help living family members, e.g., by intervening in disputes, by 
making an appeal to other dead persons or deities with any authority to influence things on earth for 
the better, but also to inflict punishments. 
The separation of Akh and the unification of Ka and Ba were brought about after death by having the 

proper offerings made and knowing the proper, efficacious spell, but there was an attendant risk of 
dying again.   
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CHAPTER SIX 
MAN : IMAGE OF GOD 

A 
IN OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS 

 
Genesis 1:26-27, “Let us make man in our image,after our likeness”  
Genesis 5:1, “In the likeness of God made he him.” 
Genesis 9:6, “In the image of God made he man.”  

I Corinthians 11:7 “Man. . .is the image and glory of God.”  
Colossians 3:10, “Renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.”  
James 3:9, “Men which are made after the sirnilitude of God.” 

The phrase "image of God" is found in three passages in the Hebrew Bible, all in the Book of 

Genesis (1-11): 

Gen 1:26–27 And God said: Let us make mankind in our image(b’tsalmeinu), as our 
likeness(kid’muteinu). And they will have dominion over [the animals]…And God created humankind in 
His image(b’tsalmo), in God's image(tselem) He created him, male and female He created them. And 

God blessed them and God said to them: Be fruitfull and multiply, and fill the land and occupy it, and 
have dominion over the sea’s fish and the skies’ bird and every animal crawling over the land. 

Later describing the birth of Seth these same words "likeness" and "like his image"  are used. 

 

Gen 5:1–3 This is the book of Adam’s generations: On the day God created Mankind, in God's 
likeness(d’mut) He created him; male and female He created them, and He blessed them, and called 
their name Adam in the day of their being created. And Adam (Man) lived a hundred and thirty years 
and bore in his likeness(bid’muto) like his image(k’tsalmo) and called his name Seth. 
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Gen 9:6 One who spills the blood of man, through/by man, his blood will be spilled, for in God's 
image(tselem) He made man. 

These seem to indicate the process of procreation of Adam the Son of God.  Breathing was the 

procedure of creation of Adam while the matter formed the body of Adam.    

We can classify the image and likeness as seen by the fathers into three groups  
(See http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/beliefs/imago_dei.htm): 

 
The Image of God as Similarity 

• This similarity includes both physical and non-physical characteristics.  Those who attribute a 
physical similarity assumes that the entire cosmos is the body of God.  After all the material 
universe exists within God as nothing can exist outside of Him.   

Acts 17:28  ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, 

‘We are his offspring.’ 

The similarity should extent also into non-material aspects of God also in the structure and form of soul 

and spirit of man. This I believe is the total likeness.  God is a Spirit with the whole cosmos as His 
body, in which we have our being.  We are part of the body of God which again is both Spirit , Soul 
and Matter. The image implies both material and immaterial aspects of God which are reflected in the 

material and immaterial aspects of Man.  This is what I have proposed and is expressed in my books  
especially in “Cosmos, the body of God”   

Most people have problem with the material physical aspect of Man being a reflection of the body of 
God.  Has God a physical body of matter?  We will discuss this later. The following are normally 
specified and asserted by theologians.  It can certainly be shown that all creation share these qualities 
to some extent.  But Man is supposed to be the paragon of excellence in these areas.  Here are the 
statements: 

• It was not a physical likeness, but... It was a mental likeness. Human mind is given higher 
intellectual and analytical abilities than the rest of the animal life forms, and incomparably 
higher with respect to vegetable life. Do vegetation have a mind? 

• It was not a physical likeness, but…  It was a moral likeness. Do animals make moral choices? 
Man is certainly expected to make moral choices every moment. 

• It was not a physical likeness, but…  It was a social likeness.  God created man to have 
fellowship with man over and above that of the rest of the life forms.  Animals and insects do 

have social interactions and fellowship.  Do men have any better status in this respect?  
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Before the fall we are told God used to have an evening walk with Adam and Eve.  God primarily 
created people for fellowship. In the Old Testament the people of God were described as God’s wife. 

“They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, and she goes from him and becomes another man’s, may he 

return to her again?’ Would not that land be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with 

many lovers; yet return to Me,” says the Lord. (Jer.   3:1)   “Return, O backsliding children,” says the 
Lord; “for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring 
you to Zion.” (Jer.   3:14)   “Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had 
committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous 

sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the harlot also. ( Jer. 3:8)   My covenant which they 
broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. (Jer. 31:31-33)   

She will chase her lovers, but not overtake them; yes, she will seek them, but not find them. Then she 
will say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, for then it was better for me than now.’ ( Hos. 2:7)  

In the New Testament the Church is represented as the bride of Christ,  indicating perfect union and 
communion of God with man.  

The fall of man is compared to adultery.  However the redemption involves the reinstatement and final 
union through the process of transformation.  This is the basis of the theology of Theosis in the 
Orthodox Churches. 

The Image of God as Dominion 

Gen 1: 25-26 God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and 

everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let 
Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth."   

Thus man was created to rule over all the creation as a regent of God to “till and to keep”. 

This is the Islamic stand as the following quotes makes clear: 
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 http://www.classicalislamgroup.com/index.php?view=tafseer/s2-v30to33-5 

“MAN IS THE VICEREGENT OF ALLAH ON THE EARTH 

(4) These verses tell us that a viceregent was appointed to keep order on the earth and to promulgate 

divine laws. From here we learn the basic principles for the governance of men on the earth. The 
ultimate sovereignty in the universe belongs to Allah Himself, as is explicitly stated in many verses of 
the Holy Qur'an:  

" 
Judgment belongs to Allah alone" (6:57); 

 
"The sovereignty of the skies and the earth belongs to Him alone" (9:116);  

 
"Verily, His is the Creation and the Command." (7:54) 

But He has, in His wisdom, chosen to send His viceregents to the earth for maintaining spiritual and 

temporal order. Their function is to announce and promulgate divine commandments, to teach men 
how to abide by these laws, and sometimes even to exercise temporal power as well as spiritual 
authority under divine guidance. The appointment is made directly by Allah Himself, and is in no sense 

a reward for the good deeds or the spiritual effort of the individual concerned. There is a total 
consensus of all the authentic scholars of the Islamic Ummah on the doctrine that prophethood is not a 
thing which one can attain through one's personal effort or on the merit of one's good deeds, but that 
Allah Himself, in His supreme knowledge and wisdom, chooses certain individuals for acting as His 

messengers, prophets and viceregents. The Holy Qur'an has explicitly declared it in several verses: 

   :  
"Allah chooses His messengers from among the angels and from among men; surely Allah is All-

Hearing, All-Seeing" (22:75); 

 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

112 
 

   :  

"Allah knows best whom to entrust with His message" (6:124). 

These viceregents receive divine commandments directly from Allah, and then promulgate them in the 

world. The chain of viceregents began with Adam (A.S) and continued in the same way upto the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B 

 SIMILARITY IN TRINITARIAN STRUCTURE 

One of the basic understanding of Man as an image of God lies in the Trinitarian concept of God as 
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit in reflection as Soul,  Body and Spirit.   

Soul is the I AM that is in man similar to the Great I AM as Father.  
The Body is parallel to the Son who is the creator of all the worlds, visible and invisible.  It was the Son 
who took the material body in incarnation identifying the physical aspect of God with the  Matter and 
redeemed matter from its corruption. In fact we have the pre-incarnate Jesus in human form is seen 

by the elders of Israel in the covenant ceremony.   I have elsewhere written how we have no other 
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option than to assume that the Angel of the Lord in Old Testament is none other than God the Son 
who could not be anyone other than Jesus.  
Exodus 24: 9-11 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 

Israel,  and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of 
sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.  Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons 
of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank. 
 

Holy Spirit is the life giving Spirit which resides in Man as Spirit which has the ability to be in contact 
with Mother Holy Spirit. 
 
In Hebrew the word for Spirit (רוה) (ruach) is feminine, (as is the word "shekhinah", which is used in 

the Hebrew Bible to indicate the presence of God.  In the Syriac language which had been the 
language used in our Thomas Churches in India  too  ruah is feminine.    This imagery is found in the 
fourth-century theologians Aphrahat and Ephraim. It is found in earlier writings of Syriac Christianity 
such as the Odes of Solomon  and in the early-third-century Gnostic Acts of Thomas: 

Holy Dove that bearest the twin young; 
Come, hidden Mother; 
Come, thou that art manifest in thy deeds 
and dost furnish joy and rest for all that are joined with thee; 

Come and partake with us in this Eucharist 
Which we celebrate in thy name, 
and in the love-feast in which we are gathered together at thy call. 
 

While the western scholars generally downplayed these grammatical gender,  Eastern Orthodox 
theologian Susan Ashbrook Harvey considers the grammatical gender to have been significant for early 
Syriac Christianity: "It seems clear that for the Syrians, the cue from grammar—ruah as a feminine 
noun—was not entirely gratuitous. There was real meaning in calling the Spirit 'She'" Even in Genesis 

1:2 the formation of life and order followed the hovering of the Holy Spirit over the formless waters.  
 John 6: 63 "It is the Spirit who gives life"; 
In the Old Testament the female part was also known as Wisdom/Understanding which were always 
involved in the creation process.  She was with God in creating, and she is clearly defined in female 
gender 

Proverbs 3:13-20   
 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding,  ..... 
She is more precious than rubies, nothing you desire can compare with her. 
Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 

Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
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By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; 
by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew." 

 
“When he established the heavens, I was there … when he marked out the foundation of the earth, 
then I was beside him, like a master workman” (Prov. 8:27-31).  
 
 As the Nicean Creed declares, the Holy Spirit,   proceded from the Father before the creation and was 

involved in the creation of life forms. 
The Hebrew Kaballah presents three sefiroth formation in the Divine realm, where Understanding is 
depicted as feminine.  

 
The heavenly man, as the perfect image of the Logos, is neither man nor woman, but an incorporeal 
intelligence purely an idea; while the earthly man, who was created by God later, is perceptible to the 
senses and partakes of earthly qualities ("De Mundi Opificio," i. 46). 
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In explaining the various views concerning Eve's creation, Pharisees  taught ('Er. 18a, Gen. R. viii.) that 
Adam was created as a man-woman (androgynos), explaining  (Gen. i. 27) as "male and female" 
instead of "man and woman," and that the separation of the sexes arose from the subsequent 

operation upon Adam's body, as related in the Scripture. This explains Philo's statement that the 
original man was neither man nor woman.  Adam was indeed intially one Person without a distinction 
of Male and Female.  Eventually Female part was seperated.  In the seperation of male and female 
aspects of Man when Adam was seperated into Adam and Eve where while maintaining the various 

parts Father aspect was emphasized in Adam and Mother creative aspect was emphasized in Eve.  The 
union of Male and Female is never called in any sexual terms in the Bible, but as "knew" indicating a 
union of persons rather than sex.  The marriage is hence described as "becoming one body." referring 
back to the reflection of oneness of God and the oneness of Adam with Eve before the seperation of 

male and female parts. 

 
"On the day God created Mankind, in God's likeness(d’mut ) He created him; male and female He 
created them." 
Adam was the image of God because he was the son of God  

Luke 3:37-38 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the 
son of Cainan,  the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
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However  Adam could not find equal fellowship with the creatures of the world, God was forced to 

separate the female component in the form of a woman as Eve.  This is explained in detail in the bible.   
  

  Gen 1:27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them. 

 
 
 

Gen 2:18- 24 . Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a 
helper suitable for him.”  Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 
called a living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of 

the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. 
 
So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs 
and closed up the flesh at that place.  The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had 

taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 
 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, 
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And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was taken out of Man.” 

 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall 
become one flesh. 

 

 
 
Hindu rendition of the story 
The same story of God who has both male and female part is iconically depicted in the Ardhanarishvara 

(Sanskrit: अध�नार��वर, Ardhanārīśvara), in Saivism of Hindism where He is a composite androgynous 

form of the Hindu god Shiva and his consort Parvati (also known as Devi (Godess), Shakti (Energy, 
Power of creation of life) and Uma(Life giver) in this icon). Ardhanarishvara is depicted as half male 

and half female, split down the middle. The right half is usually the male Shiva, illustrating his 
traditional attributes. 
 
The earliest Ardhanarishvara images are dated to the Kushan period, starting from the first century CE 

starting soon after the coming of St.Thomas who entered Northern India in 40 AD  and later came 
down to South India in 52 AD and was martyred in AD 72 in Mylapore, Chennai, India.  Its iconography 
evolved and was perfected in the Gupta era.   



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

118 
 

 
The Trimurthi with Father, Son and Holy Spirit in Elephanta Caves 

 

Ardhanarishvara represents the synthesis of masculine and feminine energies of the universe (Purusha 
and Prakriti) and illustrates how Shakti, the female principle of God, is inseparable from (or the same 
as, according to some interpretations) Shiva, the male principle of God. The union of these principles is 
exalted as the root and womb of all creation. Another view is that Ardhanarishvara is a symbol of 

Shiva's all-pervasive nature. 

 
Ardhanarishvara  

(God who is half female) 

Shiva  (meaning "The Auspicious One"), also known as Parameshwara (the Supreme God, Most High 
God, in Hebrew El Elyon), Mahadeva, Mahesh ("Great God") or Bholenath ("Simple Lord"), is a popular 
Hindu deity and is considered to be the Supreme God within Shaivism, one of the three most influential 
denominations in Hinduism.  The word Ishwara which came to mean God has its etymology from  two 

Sanskrit words, Easow Paran which is a literal translation of “Jesus is Lord”.  The Tamil word 

Sivan, Tamil: சிவ� ("Fair Skinned") could have been derived from the word sivappu.   Tamil the 
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word 'Sivappu' is used for being Fair Skinned. Shiva is the Lord of the last days,  "the Destroyer" or 
"the Transformer"  among the Trimurti, the Hindu Trinity of the primary aspects of the divine  Shiva is 
usually worshiped in the aniconic form of Lingam, the God who has no  form.  Shiva of the highest 

level is limitless, transcendent, unchanging and formless. 
 
Siva lives in the Himalaya Mountains (Parvatam) and his wife is Parvati (daughter of the mountain, 
Bride from the dust of the earth).  Parvati the lover of Shiva took to tapas  until she was joined with 

the bridegroom, the Sunday school story of the waiting bride Church taken up by the bridegroom to 
heaven.  

 
Kalyanasundara: Celestial Marriage of Shiva and Parvati in presence of heavenly beings Elephanta 

Caves 

Shiva forms a Tantric couple with Shakti [Tamil : ச�தி ], the embodiment of energy, dynamism, and 

the motivating force behind all action and existence in the material universe. 
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ADAM ḲADMON (more correctly, ḲADMONI) 
The oldest rabbinical source for the term "Adam ha-Ḳadmoni" is Num. R. x., where Adam is styled, not 
as usually, "Ha-Rishon" (the first), but "Ha-Ḳadmoni" (the original). Compare the very ancient 

expression "naḥash ha-ḳadmoni" (the original serpent, the devil).—Adam, Hebrew for "man"; Ḳadmon 
or Ḳadmoni, "first" or "original"): 
 
 
Philo. 
The various philosophical (Gnostic) views concerning the original man are, in spite of their differences, 
intimately related, being a compound of Oriental mythology, Greek philosophy, and rabbinical theology. 
The first to use the expression "original man," or "heavenly man," is Philo, in whose view the γενικός, 

or ουράντος ἄνθρωπος, "as being born in the image of God, has no participation in any corruptible or 
earthlike essence; whereas the earthly man is made of loose material, called a lump of clay" ("De 
Allegoriis Legum," I. xii.).  
The heavenly man, as the perfect image of the Logos, is neither man nor woman, but an incorporeal 
intelligence purely an idea; while the earthly man, who was created by God later, is perceptible to the 

senses and partakes of earthly qualities ("De Mundi Opificio," i. 46).  
 
Philo is evidently combining Midrash and philosophy, Plato and the rabbis. Setting out from the 
duplicate Biblical account of Adam, who was formed in the image of God (Gen. i. 27), and of the first 

man, whose body God formed from the earth (Gen. ii. 7), he combines with it the Platonic doctrine of 
ideas; taking the primordial Adam as the idea, and the created man of flesh and blood as the "image." 
That Philo's philosophic views are grounded on the Midrash, and not vice versa, is evident from 
his seemingly senseless statement that the "heavenly man," the οὐράνιος ἄνθρωπος (who is merely an 

idea), is "neither man nor woman." This doctrine, however, becomes quite intelligible in view of the 
following ancient Midrash. The remarkable contradiction between the two above-quoted passages of 
Genesis could not escape the attention of the Pharisees, to whom the Bible was a subject of close 
study. In explaining the various views concerning Eve's creation, they taught ('Er. 18a, Gen. R. 
viii.) that Adam was created as a man-woman (androgynos), explaining  (Gen. i. 
27) as "male and female" instead of "man and woman," and that the separation of the 
sexes arose from the subsequent operation upon Adam's body, as related in the Scripture. 
This explains Philo's statement that the original man was neither man nor woman. 
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Midrash. 
This doctrine concerning the Logos, as also that of man made "in the likeness" ("De Confusione 
Linguarum," xxviii.), though tinged with true Philonic coloring, is also based on the theology of the 

Pharisees. For in an old Midrash (Gen. R. viii. 1) it is remarked: "'Thou hast formed me behind and 
before' (Ps. cxxxix. 5) is to be explained 'before the first and after the last day of Creation.' For it is 
said, 'And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters,' meaning the spirit of the Messiah ["the 
spirit of Adam" in the parallel passage, Midr. Teh. to cxxxix. 5; both readings are essentially the same], 

of whom it is said (Isa. xi. 2), 'And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.'" This contains the kernel 
of Philo's philosophical doctrine of the creation of the original man. He calls him the idea of the earthly 
Adam, while with the rabbis the  (spirit of Adam) not only existed before the creation of the 
earthly Adam, but was preexistent to the whole of creation. From the pre-existing Adam, or 

Messiah, to the Logos is merely a step. 
 
Paul and Adam Ḳadmon 

 

 
Diagram illustrating the Seflrot (Divine Attributes).(FromGinsburg, "The Kabbalah.") 
The above-quoted Midrash is even of greater importance for the understanding of the Pauline 

Christology, as affording the key to Paul's doctrine of the first and second Adam.  
 
The main passage in Pauline Christology is I Cor. xv. 45-50. According to this there is a double 
form of man's existence; for God created a heavenly Adam in the spiritual world and an 
earthly one of clay for the material world. The earthly Adam came first into view, although 
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created last. The first Adam was of flesh and blood and therefore subject to death—merely "a living 
soul"; the second Adam was "a life-giving spirit"—a spirit whose body, like the heavenly 
beings in general, was only of a spiritual nature. The apparently insuperable difficulty of the 

Pauline Christology which confronts the expounders of the New Testament (see, for instance, 
Holtzmann, "Lehrbuch der Neu-Testamentlichen Theologie," ii. 75 et seq.) disappears entirely when 
reference is made to the Midrash. As a pupil of Gamaliel, Paul simply operates with conceptions familiar 
to the Palestinian theologians. Messiah, as the Midrash remarks, is, on the one hand, the first 
Adam, the original man who existed before Creation, his spirit being already present. On 
the other hand, he is also the second Adam in so far as his bodily appearance followed the 
Creation, and inasmuch as, according to the flesh, he is of the posterity of Adam. Paul, 
therefore, is not dependent upon Philo for his Christology, as most scholars hold; indeed, he differs 

from him on most essential points. With Philo the original man is an idea; with Paul he is the 
personality of Jesus. With Philo the first man is the original man; Paul identifies the original man with 
the second Adam. The Christian apostle evidently drew upon the Palestinian theology of his day; but it 
can not be denied that in ancient times this theology was indebted to the Alexandrians for many of its 

ideas, and probably among them for that of preexistence. The Midrash thus considered affords a 
suitable transition to the Gnostic theories of the original man. 
 
The Clementines. 
It has been said that the Midrash already speaks of the spirit (πνεῦµα) of the first Adam or of the 
Messiah without, however, absolutely identifying Adam and Messiah. This identification could only be 
made by persons who regarded only the spirit of the Scripture (meaning, of course, their conception of 
it) and not the letter as binding; who lived in a medium more exposed to the heathen mythology than 

that of the rabbinical schools. In such circles originated the Clementine "Homilies" and "Recognitions," 
in which the doctrine of the original man (called also in the Clementine writings "the true prophet") is 
of prime importance. It is quite certain that this doctrine is of Judæo-Christian origin. The identity of 
Adam and Jesus seems to have been taught in the original form of the Clementine writings. The 

"Homilies" distinctly assert: 
 
("Hom." iii. 20). "If any one do not allow the man fashioned by the hands of God to have the holy spirit 
of Christ, is he not guilty of the greatest impiety in allowing another, born of an impure stock, to have 
it? But he would act most piously if he should say that He alone has it who has changed His form and 

His name from the beginning of the world, and so appeared again and again in the world until, coming 
to his own times, . . . He shall enjoy rest forever" 
 
The "Recognitions" also lay stress upon the identity of Adam and Jesus; for in the passage (i. 45) 

wherein it is mysteriously hinted that Adam was anointed with the eternal oil, the meaning can only be 
that Adam is the anointed ( ). If other passages in the "Recognitions" seem to contradict this 
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identification they only serve to show how vacillating the work is in reference to the doctrine of the 
original man. This conception is expressed in true Philonic and Platonic fashion in i. 18, where it is 
declared that the "interna species" (ἰδέα) of man had its existence earlier. The original man of the 

Clementines is, therefore, simply a product of three elements, namely, Jewish theology, Platonic-
Philonic philosophy, and Oriental theosophy; and this fact serves to explain their obscurity of 
expression on the subject.......................... 
 

Zohar. 
Closely related to the Philonic doctrine of the heavenly Adam is the Adam Ḳadmon (called also Adam 
'Ilaya, the "High Man," the "Heavenly Man") of the Zohar, whose conception of the original man can be 
deduced from the following two passages: "The form of man is the image of everything that is 
above [in heaven] and below [upon earth]; therefore did the Holy Ancient [God] select it 
for His own form" (Idra R. 141b). As with Philo the Logos is the original image of man, or the 
original man, so in the Zohar the heavenly man is the embodiment of all divine 
manifestations: the Ten Sefirot, the original image of man.  
The heavenly Adam, stepping forth out of the highest original darkness, created the 
earthly Adam (Zohar, ii. 70b).  
 
In other words, the activity of the Original Essence manifested itself in the creation of man, who at the 

same time is the image of the Heavenly Man and of the universe (Zohar, ii. 48), just as with Plato and 
Philo the idea of man, as microcosm, embraces the idea of the universe or macrocosm. 
Luria. 
The conception of Adam Ḳadmon becomes an important factor in the later Cabala of Luria. Adam 
Ḳadmon is with him no longer the concentrated manifestation of the Sefirot, but a mediator 
between the En-Sof ("Infinite") and the Sefirot. The En-Sof, according to Luria, is so utterly 
incomprehensible that the older cabalistic doctrine of the manifestation of the En-Sof in the Sefirot 
must be abandoned. Hence he teaches that only the Adam Ḳadmon, who arose in the way of self-

limitation by the En-Sof, can be said to manifest himself in the Sefirot. This theory of Luria's, which is 
treated by Ḥayyim Vital in "'Eẓ Ḥayyim; Derush 'Agulim we-Yosher" (Treatise on Circles and the 
Straight Line), leads, if consistently carried out, to the Philonic Logos. 
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C 

DOES GOD HAVE A BODY? 

 God said, “Let us make man with our image and likeness… 

God created man with His image. In the image of God, 
He created him, male and female He created them.” 

(Genesis 1:26-27) 

Maimonides states in his third principle of faith that God does not have a body and physical concepts 

do not apply to Him. There is nothing whatsoever that resembles Him at all. What then is the meaning 
of the words, “Let us make man with our image?” Of which “image” does the scripture speak? 

The classical commentaries explain that God is beyond all representations and understanding and 
hence  this image of God in is simply a statement that man has  reason, a sense of morality, and free 

will.    

The Kabbalistic interpretation of the “image” is different and profoundly deep. The same concept is also 
found in the post-Thomasian Indian concept.  God in these cases has two aspects.  I would prefere to 
use the Indian names which is very revealing.  God in his absolute existence - even before he came 

into "existence" is Nirguna Brahman - God without Properties.  Hence He or it or whatever it may be 
was unknown and unknowable.  We cannot call that Saguna Brahaman existed since existence itself 
does not make sense without the knower or seer.  Jewish Mystery present this concept and make this a 
negative-existence.  Indian Vedanta defines Nirguna Brahman as "Not this, Not this" since every 

question has to be answered as neti ("Not this"  or "neither this, nor that". Neti is  from na iti "not so").  
Hence Hebrew name for Nirguna Brahman is Ein (Ain) - the inaccessible essence of the creator, 
sometimes also known as  Atzmut.   The only way to bring our intellect to what the Atzmut is, is 
through denial, is not material, it is not visual, is not limited, is not understandable, and so on. The 

Atzmut is the essence from which everything originates, the cause of causes, all that was before 
something existed or was created before we can think of as the beginning, Ain was, is and will be, no 
time or space, without measure without properties without extention.  The Ain evolved itself - we do 
not know why and how into Limitless Nothing - Ain Soph.  

Then Ain Soph evolved into Ain Soph Aur,  the limitless light from which evolved the Saguna Brahman - 
God who is knowable and known.    

Even here if Saguna Brahman can be said to be knowable and creative within,  Saguna Brahman 
should contain at least one other person or more.   It is called Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in 
Christianity; Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva in Hinduism; and Kether, Chokmah, and Binah in the first 



CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

M.M.NINAN    

 

125 
 

triangle of the Tree of Life in esoteric Judaism.    Once we realize this evolution of the two states of 
existence - the Negative and Positive forms, the problem will be solved easily. 

 

The image of God referred to as "in the beginning God" is not the unknowable but the known God.   

Thus the comparison of human image with the Trinity is what we are looking at. The Primordial Adam - 
Adam Kadamon - is vast, beyond comprehension and contains uncountable worlds   The Primordial 
Adam is dual and androgenous - that is, considered in terms of human biology, Primordial Adam is 
neither male nor female, but both.  The primordial light-energy-being known as Adam  Kadamon was 

the first emanation of an unknowable first cause Ain Soph Aur.   

 Atziluth is the realm of pure divinity - The Divine World.   Those who shared this dimension are called 
"Sons of God"   
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ADAM KADAMON 
THE GOD WHOSE IMAGE WAS ADAM 

 

One of the oldest ideas in Kabbalah is a correspondence between the sefirot of the Tree of Life and the 
human body. The sefirot represent the active, creative potency of the divine names, and their 
relationship to the body emphasises that we should view the sefirot as components of a single 

organism. The human shape is the "form" of this dynamic, and is the prototype, shape, or image at the 
largest scale (macrocosm), and at the human scale (microcosm).  

  

The jewish mystical tradition the Primordial Purusha the Adam Kadamon as the first living knowable 
being with the Three components within Him.  But then He alone existed and there was nothing else, 

not even nothing nor was there something outside of him.  God alone existed.  

John 1:1 that Jesus also existed: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. The preincarnate Christ was intimately united with the Father, so as to partake of His 
glory and to be appropriately called God. Holy Spirit was also present before creation of any of the 
worlds. Genesis 1:2 describes the Spirit “hovering over the face” of the  waters.  Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, the Trinity existed in perfect harmony and formed a completed family  and communed within 
"Himself". And these three formed the form of God. 

Since there was nothing outside of God, first God has to create a "nothing space" within Himself by 
purposely concealing his presence.  The concealing was required to provide the freedom of will of the 
beings and to establish laws in the physical and spiritual worlds. The concealment implies immanence 
of God in the Universe without a direct involvement.  God can only conceal his presence and allow of 
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creation to evolve and grow with freedom without direct involvement of God unless absolutely require 
for correction. 

The Tzimtzum (Hebrew צמצום ṣimṣūm "contraction/constriction/condensation/withdrawal") is the 
Hebrew term used in the Lurianic Kabbalah to explain this.    This primordial initial contraction, forming 

a Khalal/Khalal Hapanoi ("empty space", חלל הפנוי) into which new creative light could beam, is 
denoted by general reference to the Tzimtzum.   

" God decided to create yesh ("something") from its Ein ("nothing"), God needed to "make a space" or 
to "provide room" for that which was not God. God therefore "emptied himself" bv contracting his 
infinite light to create a conceptual space for the creation of the universe. In a great cosmic flash, God 
then "condensed" into a point of infinite densitv and infinite energv called tzimtzum  ( "contraction") 

and "exploded out" in all directions (the cosmic "Big Bang"). In a sense, this self-imposed 
"contraction"of the Infinite Light is a picture of God "sacrificing" Himself for the sake of creation."  

 

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Articles/kabbalah/Creation/creation.html 

Because the Tzimtzum results in the "empty space" in which spiritual and physical Worlds and 

ultimately, free will can exist, God is often referred to as "Ha-Makom" (המקום lit. "the Place", "the 
Omnipresent") in Rabbinic literature ("He is the Place of the World, but the World is not His Place"). In 
Kabbalistic interpretation, this describes the paradox of simultaneous Divine presence and absence 
within the vacuum and resultant Creation. Relatedly, Olam — the Hebrew for "World/Realm" — is 

derived from the root עלם meaning "concealment". This etymology is complementary with the concept 
of Tzimtzum, in that the subsequent spiritual realms and the ultimate physical universe, conceal to 
different degrees the infinite spiritual life force of creation.    
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It is into this empty space that God created the substance called body.  This body is material in the 
physical realm while it is spiritual bodies of various forms and dimension in the spiritual realms of 
creation.  Thus the entire cosmos which God created formed within God's body which is what we refer 

to as the body.  Yes the worlds has variety of substances which form the various organs and flesh and 
blood and covering.  Once this is understood clearly, the problem of body and form will resolve.   

In the cosmos which is represented in Jewish mystics as the Tree of life is explained as worlds as world 
within world, and each world is considered as a Man (Purusha). This indicates a series of generations 
within the creative process with all forms of life within God in all the various dimensions.  Man extent 

from the lowest of the world - the material kingdom to the highest Divine dimension as the Sons of 
God  in the created realms. 
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Hexagram – Interlocking Triangles: Created Universe as Reflection of God 

 

There are two symbols employed here to represent God. The first is the tetragrammaton at the center 
of the upper triangle, the unutterable name of God. The second is the use of the triangle where God as 
a tripartite being of Father, Son and Holy Ghost is united within a single godhead. The upper triangle, 
with the tetragrammaton centered within it, is therefore the totality of God. 

The lower triangle is the created universe. It too is encased within a triangle, only this one is reversed 
in orientation. This is the reflection of God. The created world reflects the nature of God. The lower 

triangle has three concentric circles within it.  The circles represent the three realms: Physical, Celestial 
and Angelic (labeled here as the Elemental, Aether, and Emperean). 

Does God Have a Body? 

We can only go by the revealed scriptures for this if we are not to rely on our own imaginations and 
conjectures. 

"And above the expanse that was over their heads, like the appearance of a sapphire stone, was the 

likeness of a throne, and on the likeness of the throne, was a likeness like the appearance of a man 
...."  Ezekiel 1:26, 
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The Throne of God from the first Russian engraved Bible, 1696. 

 
The Throne of God is the reigning centre of the sole deity of the Abrahamic religions: 
 primarily Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  The throne is said by various holy books to reside beyond 
the Seventh Heaven  and is called Araboth in Judaism, and al-'Arsh in Islam. 
 

The uniqueness of Adam was that he existed in all the worlds even from Material Realm to the Divine 
realm.  It is this that made Adam the Son of God - the First Adam.  The second Adam being the 
incarnation of Logos and part of the Trinity shared his glorious spiritual body as well as material body 
in Jesus.  In the pre-incarnational theophanies this Logos appeared in human form.   

 Micaiah (1 Kings 22. 19-20), Micaiah said, "Therefore, hear the word of the LORD. I saw the LORD 
sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His right and on His left. "The 
LORD said,..... 

Isaiah (Isaiah 6), In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with 
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.   

Dan 7:9 -10 "I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His 
vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with 

flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10"A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; 
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; 
The court sat, And the books were opened.…, “ 
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All speak of God's throne, although some philosophers such as Saʿadiah Gaon and Maimonides, 
interpreted such mention of a "throne" as allegory. 

 The concept of a heavenly throne occurs in three Dead Sea Scroll texts. Later speculation on the 
throne of God became a theme of Merkavah mysticism. 

In the New Testament the same concept continued with the final presentation in Revelation where 
John portrays the Throne room. 

These were visions and most people brush it off as just mental creations of the visionaries. 

But there are other portions which we are forced to take literally such as the following: 

Numbers 12:8  With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form 
of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” 

But there are other places where God's form was visible in some cases to more than seventy four.   Did 

Moses behold the form of the Lord? 
Again 
Exodus 24:9-11 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 
and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as 

clear as the sky itself. Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and 
they saw God, and they ate and drank. 

There is no escape of the reality of the seeing the God of Israel in human form in this case unless we 
take all of the Old Testmane theophanies as just mass halucination.  It will crumble the whole of 
Abrahamic  revelation as human fantasy of a culture. 

There are evidences that God did lay down his glories so that He can be seen and heard throughout 
history.  Ultimately God himself did this in incarnation 

Philippians 2:5–8  .. Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.  
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http://carm.org/bible-difficulties/genesis-deuteronomy/has-anyone-seen-god-or-not 

HAS ANYONE SEEN GOD OR NOT? 
Exodus 24:9-11, Exodus 33:11, Exodus 6:2-3; and John 1:18 

Has seen 

(Gen. 17:1) – “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to 
him, "I am God Almighty ; Walk before Me, and be blameless; 

(Gen. 18:1) Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent 
door in the heat of the day.” 

(Exodus 6:2-3) – “God spoke further to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD; 3and I appeared to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not make Myself known to 
them.” 
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(Exodus 24:9-11) – “Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel, 10and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of 
sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. 11Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons 
of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.” 

(Num. 12:6-8) – “He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall 
make Myself known to him in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream. 7"Not so, with My servant 
Moses, He is faithful in all My household; 8With him I speak mouth to mouth, Even openly, and not in 
dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid To speak against 
My servant, against Moses ?" 

(Acts 7:2), "And he [Stephen] said, 'Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our 
father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran...'" 

Has not seen 

(Exodus 33:20) – “But He [God] said, "You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live !" 
(John 1:18) – “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has explained Him.” 
(John 5:37) – “"And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice 

at any time nor seen His form.” 
(John 6:46) - "Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the 
Father.” 

(1 Tim. 6:15-16) – “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
16who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can 
see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.” 

It is evident above that God was seen. But, considering the "can't-see-God" verses, some would 

understandably argue that there would be a contradiction. One explanation offered is that the people 
were seeing visions, or dreams, or the Angel of the LORD (Num. 22:22-26; Judges 13:1-21) and not 
really God Himself. But the problem is that the verses cited above do not say vision, dream, or Angel of 
the LORD. They say that people saw God (Exodus 24:9-11), that God was seen, and that He appeared 
as God Almighty (Exodus 6:2-3). 

At first, this is difficult to understand. God Almighty was seen (Exodus 6:2-3) which means it was not 

the Angel of the Lord, for an angel is not God Almighty, and at least Moses saw God, not in a vision or 
dream, as the LORD Himself attests in Num. 12:6-8. If these verses mean what they say, then we 
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naturally assume we have a contradiction. Actually, the contradiction exists in our understanding, not 
in the Bible--which is always the case with alleged biblical contradictions. 

The solution is simple. All you need to do is accept what the Bible says. If the people of the OT were 
seeing God, the Almighty God, and Jesus said that no one has ever seen the Father (John 6:46), then 

they were seeing God Almighty, but not the Father. It was someone else in the Godhead. I suggest 
that they were seeing the Word before He became incarnate. In other words, they were seeing Jesus. 

If God is a Trinity, then John 1:18 is not a problem either because in John chapter one, John writes 
about the Word (Jesus) and God (the Father). In verse 14 it says the Word became flesh. In verse 18 it 
says no one has seen God. Since Jesus is the Word, God then, refers to the Father. This is typically 
how John writes of God: as a reference to the Father. We see this verified in Jesus own words in John 

6:46 where He said that no one has ever seen the Father. Therefore, Almighty God was seen, but not 
the Father. It was Jesus before His incarnation. There is more than one person in the Godhead and the 
doctrine of the Trinity must be true. 

 
  
The common argument against a body for God is the statement "God is Spirit" John 4:24 and it is this 

aspect of God which pervades all universe. God is Spirit.   The very word spirit also means “breath,” 
and breath is the evidence of life. "It is the Spirit that give life."  Throughout Scripture He is called the 
living God (e.g. Joshua 3:10; Psalm 84:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:9).  Man is also a spirit and it is in this 
realm of Spirit we commune and  worship God. That was what Jesus was saying in John 4:24.  But a 

spirit is also a person, not an impersonal force which acts without purpose or reason. It does not mean 
the Spirit cannot have a body.   
 
Yes in Luke 24:39 establishes that Jesus did have the physical body even after resurrection. 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

Luke 24: 36-39  While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to 

them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and my feet. 
It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

Again body does not mean Physical body.  Each living being in whatever dimension they are have their 
body made with the substance of the world in which they live.  Man is a unique being who exists in all 
four dimensions from material to divine.   Ghosts do not have a physical body 
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If we take the argument, "Here Jesus states clearly that God is spirit. Since God is spirit, he does not 
have a body. ...  Then Jesus himself defined what spirit is – and pointed out that it is different from a 
human, physical body. After his resurrection, he told his disciples, "Touch me and see; a ghost 

[Greek, pneuma, "spirit"] does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have" (Luke 24:39).  If this 
argument is true, Jesus was simply saying he is not God.  Is that what the testimony of the disciples? 
 

Does God have a material body? 

The clear indication of the revelations throughout Old and New Testament indicates a Physical Material 
body for God.  Yet this assertion has led to absolute fallacies and heresies especially in the Mormon 
Versions.  If matter is real and if it exists, it has to exist as part of God since there is nothing outside of 

God.  Even if God has the form of a Man we cannot see this form because we are all nothing but dust 
particles within the inside of God. It is like a microbe trying to visualize human form while it is floating 
through the blood stream.  Unless God lay down his glory and size and makes himself visible through 
his power we will only have the Word of God to follow.   

Since there is nothing outside of God we have no way of seeing the form of God in all its fullness from 

outside the body of God.  We are inside God's body as part of the body as an organ or even as a 
microscopic molecule.  The cosmos is the body of God just as Church is the body of Christ.    
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Mormons 
 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (also known as the Mormons)  grew out of the early 
Protestant church in the United States. The statement that Man is the image of God came to be 
interpreted to mean that once God himself was a Man with a physical body like us.   Joseph Smith’s  
1844 King Follett sermon says:  

“It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the character of God, and to know that we 
may converse with Him as one man converses with another, and that He was once a man like us; yea, 
that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ Himself 
did; and I will show it from the Bible." 

 
Mormons believe that God the Father, whom they refer to as "Elohim" or "Heavenly Father," was 
originally a flesh-and-blood human being, who was spiritually "begotten" by another "god" (and his 
"goddess" wife) and then physically born on another planet (not Earth). "Elohim" lived a normal human 

life, and by embracing his world's version of Mormonism, he "progressed" to become the "god" he is 
today.[www.mormonwiki.org/Eternal_progression] 
 
 Mormons teach that man can become God, and that God was once a man:  

"God himself, the Father of us all, is a glorified, exalted immortal resurrected man!" (Bruce McConkie, 
Mormon Doctrine, pp. 322-23, 517, 643)  
"...God himself was once as we are now and is an exalted man and sits enthroned in yonder 
heavens..." (Journal of Discourses, V6, P3, 1844) 
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This principle of progression from material to spiritual is an ongoing process.  
"As man is, God once was: as God is, man may become." (Lorenzo Snow, quoted in Milton R. Hunter, 
the Gospel Through the Ages, pp. 105-106) 

Jesus is identified as the god Jehovah (Yahweh). The pre-mortal Jehovah was born to the Virgin Mary 
and was named Jesus. Jesus was the Son of God—the literal father of his physical body was God the 
Father. 
 

How did God become God? According to the teachings of the LDS Church, God faithfully obeyed all the 
religious laws taught to him by his own God on his own planet. Eventually he died, like all mortal men, 
but he resurrected and rose to become a God himself. The same is something that can happen to 
every human, though not in this life. The heresy comes here. Now where is the God of the present 

God? In another planet and so the progression goes on. 
"Further, as the Prophet also taught, there is a "God above the father of our Lord Jesus Christ.... If 
Jesus Christ was the son of God, and John discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had a father, 
you may suppose that he had a father also. Was there ever a son without a father?” Bruce R. 

McConkie, Mormon Doctrine {MD}, 1966, 322R 
 

 
Cosmology of Mormons 

"Kolob, signifying the first creation, nearest to the celestial, or the residence of God.  First in government, the last 

pertaining to the measurement of time. The measurement  according to celestial time, which celestial time 

signifies one day to a cubit. One day in Kolob is equal to a thousand years according to the measurement of this 

earth, which is called by the Egyptians Jah-oh-eh." 
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E 

AND GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE 

 
Just as man is Soul, Body and Spirit, an inseperable unity, God is Father, Son and Spirit all one 

inseperable unity .  
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 F 
TEMPLE OF GOD 

 The bible says that our body is a temple (1 Corinthians 6:19) 

 Larkin makes the following comparison between the biblical tabernacles  in his book " The Book of 
Revelation" by Clarence Larkin [1919] 
1.  The Heaveanly Tabernacle as seen in the Revelations of John 
2.  The Earthly Tabernacle as given to Israel through Moses which formed the Tabernacle where God 

made his presence with  his people . 
3.  The Tabernacle of God as Man with his Body, Soul and Spirit 
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Tabernacle in the wilderness - YHVH in the midst of his people 
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>>> 

G 

MAN AS THE IMAGE OF GOD 
http://www.catholictheology.info/summa-theologica/summa-part1.php?q=543 

1. Scripture (Gen. 1:26) tells us that God said, "Let us make man to our own image and likeness." An 

image is a kindof copy of its prototype. Unless the image is in every way perfect, it is not the equal of 
its prototype. Finite man cannot be a perfect image of the infinite God. Man is an imperfect image of 
God. This means that man is made to resemble God in some manner. 
 

2. The image of God in man makes him superior to other earthly creatures. St. Augustine says (Gen. ad 
lit. vi12), "Man's excellence consists in the fact that God made him to His own image by giving him an 
intellectual soul which raises him above the beasts of the field." It is true that all creatures have a 
likeness to God, some by the fact that they exist, some by the further fact that they live, some by the 

still further fact that they have knowledge. But only intellectual creatures(angels and men) have a close 
likeness to God; only such creatures have the spiritual operations of understanding and willing. Of 
earthly creatures, man has a true likeness to God; other creatures have a trace or vestige of God 
rather than an image. 

 
3. The angels are pure spirits, that is, they are unmingled with matter, and they are not intended for 
substantial union with matter. Therefore they are more perfect in their intellectual nature than man is, 
and, in consequence, they bear a more perfect image of God than man does. In some respects, 

however, man is more like to God than angels are. For man proceeds from man,  as God (in the 
mysterious proceeding of the divine Persons) proceeds from God; whereas angels do not proceed from 
angels. And again, man's soul is entirely in the whole body and entirely in every part of the body; thus 
it images the mode of God's presence in the universe. 

 
4. The image of God is in every individual human being. It shows in this: that God perfectly knows and 
loves himself, and the individual human being has a natural aptitude for knowing and loving God. Man, 
by grace, can love God on earth, although imperfectly; in heaven, by grace and glory, man can love 
God perfectly. Hence the image of God is in the individual man.{-It is important to ponder the fact here 

presented in a day when more and more importance and value is ascribed to society as such.-} 
 
5. The divine image in man reflects God in Unity and also in Trinity. In creating man, God said (Gen. 
1:26): "Let us make man to our own image and likeness." 
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6. The image of God in Trinity appears in man's intellect and will and their interaction. In God, the 
Father begets the Word; the Father and the Word spirate the Holy Ghost. In man, the intellect begets 
the word or concept; the intellect with its word wins the recognition or love of the will. 

 
7. Thus the image of the Trinity is found in the acts of the soul. In a secondary way, this image is 
found in the faculties of the soul, and in the habits which render the faculties apt and facile in 
operation. 

 
8. The image of God is in the soul, not because the soul can know and love, but because it can know 
and love God. And the divine image is found in the soul because the soul turns to God, or, at any rate, 
has a nature that enables it to turn to God. 

 
9. Man is created to the image and likeness of God. The image of God is discerned in the acts and 
faculties and habits of the soul. The likeness of God is either a quality of this image, or it is the state of 
the soul as spiritual, not subject to decay or dissolution. 

 
 

“The image of God, we found, describes not just something that man has, but something man is. It 
means that human beings both mirror and represent God. Thus, there is a sense in which the image 
includes the physical body. The image of God, we found further, includes both a structural and a 

functional aspect (sometimes called the broader and narrower image), though we must remember that 
in the biblical view structure is secondary, while function is primary. The image must be seen in man's 
threefold relationship: toward God, toward others, and toward nature.” ( Anthony A. Hoekema. Created 
in God's Image (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986). 
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