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100

Celebrating 500 Churches

Representing the Sudan Council of Churches, Bishop Michael Taban of the Sudan
Pentecostal Church, give thanks to the Almighty and then pointed to the church’s
unfinished work of missions, evangelism, and discipleship in Sudan and South Sudan.
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I
Ethnic Groups

South Sudan is one of the most ethnically and culturally diverse countries in the African continent. The
country has over 60 major ethnic groups, and despite the presence of the many commonalities
between them, each one has many unique systems of social structure, livelihoods, cultural traditions
and a sense of identity. This diversity has at once presented both a unique opportunity for the country
to enjoy the colorful richness of these traditions and unfortunately also as a threat to national unity and
a collective sense of national identity.
Indigenous people of South Sudan can be broadly categorized into the Nilotic, Nilo-Hamitic and the
South Western Sudanic groups.
Nilotic people include the Dinka, Nuer, Shiluk (Collo), Murle, Kachiopo, Jie, Anyuak, Acholi, Maban,
Kuma, Lou (Jur), Bango, Bai, Gollo, Endri, Forgee, Chod (Jur), Khara, Ngorgule, Forugi, Siri, Benga,
Agar, Pakam, Gok, Ciec, Aliap, Hopi, Guere, Atuot, Appak, Lango, Pari, Otuho and Ajaa.
Nilo-Hamitic groups include the Bari, Mundari, Kakwa, Pojula, Nyangwara, Kuku, Latuko, Lokoya,
Toposa, Buya, Lopit, Tennet and Diginga.
The Southwestern Sudanic groups include Kresh, Balanda, Banda, Ndogo, Zande, Madi, Olubo,
murals, Mundu, Baku, Avukaya, and Makaraka.
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64 tribes of South Sudan.
01. Acholi
17. Dinka (Jieng)
02. Audio (Makaraka)
18. Dongotona
03. Aja
19. Feroghe
04. Anyuak (Anyuaa)
20. Gollo
05. Atuot (Reel)
21. Ifoto22. Imatong
06. Avukaya
23. Indri
07. Azande
24. Jiye
08. Bai
25. Jur (Beli & Modo)
09. Baka
26. Jurchol (Luo)
10. Balanda-Boor
27. Kakwa
11. Balanda-Bviri
28. Kara
12. Banda
29. Keliku
13. Bari
30. Kuku
14. Binga
31. Lango
15. Bongo
32. Larim (Boya)
16. Didinga

33. Logir
34. Lokoya
35. Lopit
36. Lotuka (Otuho)
37. Lugbwara
38. Lulubo
39. Maban
40. Mad
i41. Mananger
42. Mangayat43. Moro
44. Moro Kodo
45. Mundari
46. Mundu
47. Murle
48. Ndogo
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49. Ngulngule
50. Nuer (Naath)
51. Nyangatom
52. Nyangwara
53. Pari
54. Pojullo
55. Sere
56. Shatt
57. Shilluk (chollo)
58. Suri (kachipo)
59. Tenet
60. Tid
61. Toposa
62. Uduk
63. Woro
64. Yulu
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An example of rainy season temporary settlements—note the stilts upon which the huts are built to
protect against periodic flooding of the region.
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An example of a cattle byre.
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A cattle farm on the banks of Nile
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Nilote is a common name for many of the peoples living on or near the Bahr al Jabal and its tributaries.
The term refers to people speaking languages of one section of the Nilotic subbranch of the Eastern
Sudanic branch of Nilo-Saharan and sharing a myth of common origin. They are marked by physical
similarity and many common cultural features. Many had a long tradition of cattle keeping.
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Dinka

The Dinka
The Dinkas are essentially cattle breeders. At the age of puberty they are given a bull which
becomes part of the boy's life. During this ceremony they acquire a second cow-color name
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https://blackgirllonghair.com/2015/05/20-amazingly-beautiful-pictures-of-the-sudanese-dinka-tribe/
The above website gives stunning 34 pictures of the Dinkas from Photographers Carol Beckwith and
Angela Fisher

Details of a Dinka Beaded Corset. Country of Origin: Sudan. Materials: Beads, cowrie shells, wire.
Pinned from africadirect.com
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“The Dinka are a Nilotic ethnic group from South Sudan. They live from the tenth century on both sides
of the Nile River and speak a language belonging to the Nilo-Saharan group. They are about three
million and are divided into about 21 groups, each with its own legitimate leader.
Courtship begins for Dinka men at 20 years old, and for girls at 17. A man, however, may not marry
until he is 30 years old, as he must raise the sufficient number of cattle to pay the bride price.
At 17 to 18 years a girl is ready for marriage, and is fattened up by her family to look attractive. A
beaded bodice veil and subtly enhances her femininity. A valued gift from her mother, the bodice is
passed on to her younger sister after marriage”
The Dinka makes up roughly one-third of the total population. The Dinka were widely distributed over
the northern portion of the southern region, particularly in Aali an Nil and Bahr al Ghazal The next
largest group, about half the size of the Dinka, were the Nuer. The Shilluk, the third largest group, had
only about half as many people as the Nuer, and the remaining Nilotic groups were much smaller.
The larger and more dispersed the group, however, the more internally varied it had become. The
Dinka and Nuer, for example, did not develop a centralized government encompassing all or any large
part of their group. The Dinka is considered to have as many as twenty-five tribal groups. The Nuer
have nine or ten separately named groups.
Armed conflict between and within ethnic groups continued well into the twenty-first century. It was
part of the normal life of these tribal communities. Sections of the Dinka fought sections of the Nuer
and each other. Other southern groups also expanded and contracted in the search for cattle and
pasturage.
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The Nuer
The Nuer (Naath) are the second largest tribe in South Sudan, numbering over one and half million
people. Principally, the Nuer inhabits the swamps and expansive open grassland on either side of the
Nile River, and its tributaries in the Southern part of Sudan. Although these people have never had a
kingdom and have no technological skills, they are internationally known for their strong individualistic
personality, routed in an egalitarian philosophy with social order maintained by community value,
culture and lineage system.
The Nuer (Naath) people are an extremely religious people whose beliefs can be summarized by the
word Kuoth (God).
“Kuoth (God) is an all-encompassing God associated with the sky, but is always present in all things,
living and dead, and is also associated with many spirits; and the spirit form of Nuer tradition.” In the
Nuer culture, Kuoth (God) “supplies explanation for phenomena which cannot be explained in
everyday life.” Because of the fact that it is accepted without question, the Nuer have difficulty of
explaining Kuoth (God) because of “its abstract nature and the fact that it’s used to generalize the
spirits of who possesses people.” Kuoth (God) is always given the role of creator, and is said to be the
origin of the ancestors.
The Nuer people, however, were traditionally sophisticated enough to adhere to the concepts of
“aliveness” which include the notion of a soul or spirits residing in the object. They treat the objects
they consider animate as if these things had a life, feeling, and a will of their own, but “did not make a
distinction between the body of an object and soul that could enter or leave it.”
The reverence that Nuer people in Sudan grant to deceased relatives is based on believing that in
dying, they have become powerful spiritual being or “even admittedly less frequently to have attained
the status of gods.” This is usually based on the belief that ancestors are active members of society,
and still interested in the affairs of their living relatives.
The “ancestors are believed to wield a greater authority, having special powers to influence the course
of events or to control the well-being of their living relatives.” They are often considered as the
“intermediaries between the supreme God, the people and they can communicate with the living
through dreams and by possession.”
The Nuer’s dearest possession is cattle. Life in earliest time depends on cattle and the Nuer always
risks their life to defend the animals when “Both men and women take the names of their favorite oxen
or cows in ritual of honor and most typically prefer to be greeted by their “cattle names
www.peterreat.blogspot.ca
<<<<<<<<<<<<
Anthropologist E. E. Evans-Pritchard wrote a trilogy of books:
The Nuer, published in 1940,
Kinship and Marriage Among the Nuer, published in 1951, and
Nuer Religion, published in 1956.
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Nuer girls
Social Structure
The Nuer are organized as a number of autonomous communities; great importance is placed on
patrilineal lineage. Groups of lineages are organized into clans, who have a slightly privileged status
within their specific territory. Within a community, men are divided into six age sets.

Nuer Village central tree where all the meetings are held.
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The Nuer receive facial markings (called gaar) as part of the rite of passage initiating them into
adulthood. The pattern of Nuer scarification varies within specific subgroups. One common initiation
pattern consists of six parallel horizontal lines across the forehead, with dip in the lines above the nose.
Dotted patterns are also common (especially among the Bul Nuer).

The Nuer traditional Time: Social life and Culture by Peter Reat Gatkuoth
http://www.southsudannewsagency.com/opinion/articles/the-nuer-traditional-time-social-life-and-culture
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Shilluk
Notice the line of tribal marking on the temples which is produced by cutting the skins during the rite of
transition from boyhood to manhood. The boy will have to go through the cutting process bravely to
become an adult.
The next largest group of Nilotes, the Shilluk (self-named Collo), were not dispersed like the Dinka and
the Nuer, but settled mainly in a limited, uninterrupted area along the west bank of the Bahr al Jabal,
just north of the point where it becomes the White Nile proper. A few lived on the eastern bank. With
easy access to fairly good land along the Nile, they relied much more heavily on cultivation and fishing
than the Dinka and the Nuer did, and had fewer cattle. The Shilluk had truly permanent settlements
and did not move regularly between cultivating and cattle camps.
Unlike the larger groups, the Shilluk, in the Upper Nile, were traditionally ruled by a single
politico-religious head (reth), believed to become at the time of his investiture as king the
representative, if not the reincarnation, of the mythical hero Nyiking, putative founder of the Shilluk.
The Shilluk King descended from a line that started in 1540, and is the strongest traditional leader in
Sudan with influence over a significant ethnic group. The administrative and political powers of the reth
have been the subject of some debate, but his ritual status was clear enough: his health was believed
to be closely related to the material and spiritual welfare of the Shilluk. It is likely that the territorial unity
of the Shilluk and the permanence of their settlements contributed to the centralization of their political
and ritual structures. In the late 1980s, the activities against the SPLA by the armed militias supported
by the government seriously alienated the Shilluk in Malakal.
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The pre-independence Shilluk Kingdom
Most Shilluk have converted to Christianity, while some still follow the traditional religion or a mixture of
the two; small numbers have converted to Islam. The Shilluk pride themselves in being one of the first
Nilotic groups to accept Christianity the other being the Anuak people. Such is the teaching of the
Episcopal Church of the Sudan which dates the event to the late 19th Century when the Church
Mission Society first began to send missionaries. Numerous colonial policies and missionary
movements have divided Shilluk into between the Catholic and Protestant denominations, in order to
avoid mission conflicts, the British demarcated specific regions to the missions of the Catholic Church
(Lul, Detwoc, Tonga and Yoynyang) and to the protestant churches (Doleib Hill, located to the south of
Malakal on the eastern side of the Nile, but situated on the Sobat river). Apart from the Episcopal
Church of England, Sudan Interior mission came into the scene essentially after the independence.
They started the Sudan Interior Church.
Young men often engage in tribal conflicts. The cattle- watching duties in the camps support
macho/fighting aspects. Young men are expected to prove their strength and be willing to defend the
cattle against raids from other groups. Cattle raiding continue to be the main way pastoralists increase
the size of their herds. Dowry demands have risen in recent years, sometimes involving 50 to 100
head of cattle. Cattle are the main commodity in dowries, hence greater pressure on young men.
While men are the key actors in the theater of violence, women traditionally encourage male members
of their households and clans to engage in livestock rustling (stealing) to enhance family status.
Women perform rituals designed to bless men before raids and to ensure their safe return home. They
also prepare the food for the men to eat while on their theft missions.
Pervasive ethnic tensions in many parts of the country often resulted in the theft of cattle, which
defined power and wealth in many traditional communities. Competition for resources to maintain large
cattle herds often resulted in conflict. Longstanding grievances over perceived or actual inequitable
treatment and distribution of resources and political exclusion contributed to conflict.
South Sudan has a long history of cattle raiding, often resulting in territorial, ethnic, and communal
conflicts over migration patterns, access to water, and land, in addition to theft. Following the decades
15
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of civil war, cattle rustling became more deadly because of the widespread use and availability of small
arms. Cattle rustling is common in Southern Sudan, especially at the end of the dry season when
water is the scarcest and herds must travel the furthest.
The ethnic diversity is so great it would be impossible to explain in such a short space. We will leave
it at that.
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Kuku

The Kuku are found in southeastern part of central Equatoria. Their most important town is Kajo-Keji.
The Kuku number about 20,000-30,000 and a few of them are found in West Nile District of Uganda.
They are predominantly agrarian sometimes producing surplus product for the market. The main crops
are sorghum, maize, groundnuts, cassava, simsim, tobacco. The Kuku also keep cattle. However, it is
believed that in course of time the Kuku lost their cattle to tsetse fly, thereby abandoning animal
husbandry as a full-time occupation and emerged as an agricultural community.
The Kuku speak Kuku tongue, which is a dialect of the Bari language.
Many of my students in the Sudan Theological College were of Kuku origin and I had them go back to
their tribes and study the religious beliefs and customs. I have a small book on comparative study of
the Kuku and Hebrew culture.

Marriage traditions and customs are very strict among the Kuku. They are exogamous and marriage to
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blood relatives is forbidden. The Kuku pay 2 cows and a bull, 4 goats, 2 spears, a number of hoes and
now, money in dowry. Once the dowry has been paid, the bride is taken to the groom’s home in a
ceremony. The bridesmaids stay with her for up to 10 days.
There is a practice of elopement with a lover if his proposal had been rejected. The Kuku practice
polygamy but each wife has her own quarters and the widows can be appropriated by the elder son.
Divorce is difficult when there are offspring, but should it happen for whatever reason the dowry is
returned. Birth to twins brings sorrow because it is viewed exceedingly as a bad omen which may
entail the death of one of the parents.
The news of death is announced by loud wailing of women followed by the beating to a sad tone of a
drum and the performance of funeral dance in a war-like demonstration. A bull is sacrificed. The burial
takes place after 24 hours. Before the entombment, the widow or widower is led to the nearby stream
and kept there until the burial has been completed. The body is laid with the head facing eastwards.
The widow is led out of the house by the wife of the blacksmith to the adjacent stream and has her
head shaved. She is stripped of all ornaments
<<<<<<<<<<<<
I have given some basic details of the major tribal units.
possible for me to cover them all.
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II
History of the Sudan
Sudan is the largest country in Africa -- more than one-quarter the size of the United States -- and
borders nine other countries, including Egypt, Chad, Kenya and Ethiopia.

Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, sits where the White Nile and the Blue Nile join together as the Nile
and flow north to Egypt and into the Mediterranean.
The country's name derives from the Arabic bilad al-sudan, which means "the land of the blacks."
Sudan has an estimated population of 39 million, 52 percent of which are black, and 39 percent Arab.
Arabic is the official language, and the government has attempted to impose Islamic sharia law since
1983.
Seventy percent of Sudan's population is Muslim. Animists and Christians, who for the most part live in
southern Sudan, account for about 30 percent of the population.
19
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In Sudan, "Arab" is an ethnic and cultural term, typically referring to those who can trace their ancestry
to the original inhabitants of the Arabian peninsula and whose mother tongue is Arabic. "Muslim" refers
to anyone who follows the Islamic religion. In Sudan, many blacks are Muslim.
The median age in Sudan is 18 years, and life expectancy is 58 years. (In the United States, the
median age is 36 years, and life expectancy is 77 years.)
Sudan has an adult literacy rate of about 60 percent.
Christianity entered the scene in the sixth century A.D. and became the religion of three kingdoms
(Nubia, Magarra, and Alwa) that survived for a thousand years.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/teach/muslims/timeline.html gives the time line.
570 C.E. Muhammad is born in Mecca. He comes from a noble family and is well-known for his
honesty and upright character.
610 C.E. At the age of 40, Muhammad is visited by the angel Gabriel while on retreat in a cave near
Mecca. The angel recites to him the first revelations of the Quran and informs him that he is God's
prophet. Later, Muhammad is told to call his people to the worship of the one God, but they react with
hostility and begin to persecute him and his followers.
622 C.E. After enduring persecution in Mecca, Muhammad and his followers migrate to the nearby
town of Yathrib (later to be known as Medina), where the people there accepted Islam. This marks the
"hijrah" or "emigration," and the beginning of the Islamic calendar. In Medina, Muhammad establishes
an Islamic state based on the laws revealed in the Quran and the inspired guidance coming to him
from God. Eventually he begins to invite other tribes and nations to Islam.
630 C.E. Muhammad returns to Mecca with a large number of his followers. He enters the city
peacefully, and eventually all its citizens accept Islam. The prophet clears the idols and images out of
the Kaaba and rededicates it to the worship of God alone.
633 C.E. Muhammad dies after a prolonged illness. The Muslim community elects his father-in-law
and close associate, Abu Bakr, as caliph, or successor.
638 C.E. Muslims enter the area north of Arabia, known as "Sham," including Syria, Palestine,
Lebanon and Iraq.
641 C.E. Muslims enter Egypt and rout the Byzantine army. Muslims consider their conquest as the
liberation of subjugated people, since in most instances they were under oppressive rule.
655 C.E. Islam begins to spread throughout North Africa.
661 C.E. Imam Ali is killed, bringing to an end the rule of the four "righteous caliphs": Abu Bakr, Umar,
Uthman, and Ali. This also marks the beginning of the Umayyad rule.
711 C.E. Muslims enter Spain in the west and India in the east. Eventually almost the entire Iberian
Peninsula is under Islamic control.
20
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732 C.E. Muslims are defeated at Potiers in France by Charles Martel.
750 C.E. The Abbasids take over rule from the Umayyads, shifting the seat of power to Baghdad.
1000 C.E. Islam continues to spread through the continent of Africa, including Nigeria, which served as
a trading liaison between the northern and central regions of Africa.
1099 C.E. European Crusaders take Jerusalem from the Muslims. Eventually Muslims defeat the
Crusaders and regain control of the holy land.
1120 C.E. Islam continues to spread throughout Asia. Malaysian traders interact with Muslims who
teach them about Islam.
1299 C.E. The earliest Ottoman state is formed in Anatolia, Turkey.
1453 C.E. Ottomans conquer the Byzantine seat of Constantinople and change its name to Istanbul.
Soon after the death of the prophet Muhammad, there were military expeditions, called "futuhat," or
literally "openings," into what is now Egypt and other parts of North Africa. In other parts of the world,
Islam spread through trade and commerce.
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Extent of the Islamic World by 1500 CE
Lands conquered by Islamic military force
Lands where Islam was spread by Sufi missionaries and traders
Trade routes

The introduction of Islam a century later, primarily by traders, then led to descent groups in Sudan
tracing their genealogy back to Arabia; in the case of politically or religiously prominent families, they
claim to have roots going back to the Prophet Muhammad himself. Islamization set in motion a process
of gradual decline for Christianity in northern Sudan, culminating in the overthrow of the Christian
kingdoms in 1504 by an alliance of Arabs and the Muslim kingdom of Funj.
In due course, Islam and Arabic gained hold in the North and overshadowed the indigenous and
Christian cultures.
Islam in northern Sudan was later reinforced by every successive regime,
 Ottoman-Egyptian administration that invaded the country in 1821

the Mahdist Islamic revolution that overthrew it in 1885,
 and even to the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium that ruled the country from 1898 until Sudanese
independence in 1956. British practically neglected the South.
22
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Egyptian Kingdom of Kush c. 16th cent. BC – 11th cent. BC
Meroitic Kingdom of Kush 11th cent. BC– 6th cent. BC
Christian Kingdoms of Nubia 6th AD- c. 14th cent.AD
Islamization c. 9th cent AD– 19th cent.AD
Ali dynasty 1821–1885 AD
The Mahdiyah 1885–1899 AD
Anglo-Egyptian rule 1899–1956 AD
Thus, the Reverend Wilson Cash, secretary of the Church Missionary Society, observed in 1930: “The
government is scrupulously fair to Muslims and pagans, and in religious matters adopts a strictly
neutral attitude. The task of evangelization is no part of the government's work and it falls to the
mission alone to decide whether these southern pagan tribes shall be left to be captured for Islam or
whether they shall be won for Jesus Christ” (Wilson Cash, The Changing Sudan, London: Christian
Mission Society, 1930, p. 54.)

First Civil War 1955–1972
Independence of Sudan as Republic 1956
Abbud military government (1958–1964)
In February 1964,Abbud
living in South Sudan.

government "issued the decree of expulsion of all the foreign missionaries"

"Foreign Missionary organizations have gone beyond the limits of their sacred mission," the
government explained in a policy statement on its decision, arguing that the missionaries had”
exploited the name of religion to impart hatred and implant fear and animosity in the minds of the
Southerners against their fellow countrymen in the North with the clear object of encouraging the
setting up of a separate political status for the southern provinces thus endangering the integrity and
unity of the country” .("The Expulsion of Foreign Missionaries and Priests from the Southern
Provinces," The Black Book of the Sudan on the Expulsion of the Missionaries from the South Sudan
Verona, Italy: Verona Fathers, 1964, pp.16-17;
Francis Mading Deng, Tradition and Modernization:
A Challenge for Law Among the Dinka of the Sudan, New Haven and London: Yale University Press,
1971, pp. 235-237.; http://www.meforum.org/22/sudan-civil-war-and-genocide)

This affected the Catholic Churches and their infrastructures very heavily which included 154 religious
sisters, 104 religious brothers, and 13 other missionaries from their order living in 58 missions in South
Sudan. Even though foreign missionaries had to leave South Sudan, the experience still led to a
blossoming of faith in the area. The experience helped support the emergence of "a local church, with
its own hierarchy, priests and religious," and contributed to the evangelization of North Sudan, when
refugees from South Sudan fled north, bringing their faith with them.
They also declared Friday as the weekly holiday instead of Sunday to force out Christian worship.
The Rumbeck School students staged a protest. Ten leaders were arrested and the North
governments forced a ten-year prison sentence. On release they joined the Ananya Rebel
Movement. One of them Mr. Immanuel Abur Tong became the Commander of AnyaNya army of
23
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Bahr el Ghazal.
Abboud fell from power in 1964 and following the failure of the "Round Table" Peace conference in
1965, the governments of Mohammad Ahmed Mahjoub and Sadiq-al-Mahdi launched an aggressive
campaign in southern Sudan.
In June, July and August of 1965 many villages, churches and schools were destroyed and many
thousands driven deep into the bush or into exile in Uganda or Zaire. Bishop Gwynne College, the
theological college of the Anglican diocese of the Sudan was attacked and destroyed by northern
troops. The staff and students with their families walked through the bush to Uganda. In both Juba and
Wau northern troops, out of control, were guilty of large scale massacres of the civilian population.
Between 1963 and 1966 an estimated half a million lives were lost, in addition to a similar number from
related causes such as disease and famine.
Sirr Al-Khatim Al-Khalifa, as prime minister to head a transitional government. 1965
Nimeiri era 1969–1985
Revolutionary Command 1969–1971
During the summer of 1971 the World Council of Churches and the All Africa Conference of Churches,
sought to bring the two sides together. A conference was arranged in Addis Ababa between the
representatives of the Khartoum government (led by Abel Alier, southern Dinka, who was Nimeiri's
minister for southern affairs) and representatives of the South Sudan Liberation Movement (political
wing of the Anyanya). An agreement was signed on February 27, 1972, leading to the Regional
Self-Government Act for the Southern Provinces, approved on the March 3.
The substantial self-government accorded to the South enabled the South to enjoy ten years of
relative peace though these years were marked by political instability and wrangling, and deep division
between the different political factions. The intertribal war continued to interfere unity as it was part of
the age old cattle rustling tradition.
I left for Yemen in 1974
I returned to Sudan in 1980 and stayed till 1988
During these periods I saw no other option for South Sudan than to get freedom from the Islamic
North.

Gaafar Muhammad al-Nimeiry (1930 –

2009) was the President of Sudan from 1969 to 1985.
24
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A military officer, he came to power after a military coup in 1969. With his party, the Sudanese Socialist
Union, he initially pursued socialist and Pan-Arabic policies. In 1972 he signed the Addis Ababa
Agreement, ending the First Sudanese Civil War. In the late 1970s he moved towards Islamism, and in
1983 he imposed Sharia law throughout the country, precipitating the Second Sudanese Civil War. In
1981, President Nimeiri proposed to "re-divide" the South into three separate regions, transparently a
plan to "divide and rule." This plan was supported by Lagu, indeed promoted by him, and many
Equatorians who saw it as an opportunity to escape the political dominance of the Nilotics. Confused
maneuverings followed but in June 1983 Nimeiri unilaterally "re-divided" the Southern Region into
three regions, based on the former Equatoria, Bahr-el-Ghazal, and Upper Nile.
In April 6, I985 Nimeri was overthrown and was replaced by the Transitional Military Council under
General Suwar al~Dahab.
Nimeiry lived in exile in Egypt from 1985 to 1999. He returned to Sudan in May 1999 and ran in the
presidential election against Omar al-Bashir, and failed miserably with only 9.6% of the votes.
Nimeiry died of natural causes in his home in Omdurman on 30 May 2009.

Sadiq al-Mahdi
Sadiq al-Mahdi was born on December 25, 1935 in Al-Abasya, Omdurman, Sudan. He is the grandson
of Sayyid Abd al-Rahman al-Mahdi, founder of the Umma party, and great-grandson of Mohamed
Ahmed Al-Mahdi, the Sudanese sufi sheikh of the Samaniyya order and self-proclaimed Mahdi who
led the Mahdist War to reclaim Sudan from Anglo-Egyptian rule. He was Prime Minister of Sudan
from 1966 to 1967 and again from 1986 to 1989.
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Omer al Bashir
ln June 1989 Sadiq al-Madhi’s govemment was overthrown in a military coup. Omer al-Bashir
assumed the leadership of the country, but it soon became clear that the power behind this new
government was the National Islamic Front led by Hassan al-Turabi. The regime of al-Bashir and
al-Turabi must be described in the harshest terms. Declaring the war against the south to be a
jihad‘ the National Islamic Front formulated a process of lslamization of the south through what can
only be called genocide.

After the overthrow of Nimeiry, Coptic leaders supported a secular candidate in the 1986 elections.
However, when the National Islamic Front overthrew the elected government of Sadiq al-Mahdi with
the help of the military, discrimination against Copts returned in earnest. Hundreds of Copts were
dismissed from the civil service and judiciary.[ Minority Rights Group International, World Directory of
Minorities and Indigenous Peoples – Sudan : Copts, 2008, available at:
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49749ca6c.html [accessed 21 December 2010]]
In February 1991, a Coptic pilot working for Sudan Airways was executed for illegal possession of
foreign currency. Before his execution, he had been offered amnesty and money if he converted to
Islam, but he refused. Thousands attended his funeral, and the execution was taken as a warning by
many Copts, who began to flee the
country.[http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/COPTS.HTM]
Restrictions on the Copts' rights to Sudanese nationality followed, and it became difficult for them to
obtain Sudanese nationality by birth or by naturalization, resulting in problems when attempting to
travel abroad. The confiscation of Christian schools and the imposition of an Arab-Islamic emphasis in
language and history teaching were accompanied by harassment of Christian children and the
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introduction of hijab dress laws. A Coptic child was flogged for failing to recite a Koranic verse. In
contrast with the extensive media broadcasting of the Muslim Friday prayers, the radio ceased
coverage of the Christian Sunday service. As the civil war raged throughout the 1990s, the
government focused its religious fervor on the south. Although experiencing discrimination, the Copts
and other long-established Christian groups in the north had fewer restrictions than other types of
Christians in the south.
The effect of all the repression was that the South was unequivocally identified itself with Christianity.
Church grew as a means of comfort during the period of distress and misery.

Genocide in Darfur
http://www.unitedhumanrights.org/genocide/genocide-in-sudan.htm

Darfur is in the western part of Sudan, bordering on Libya, Chad, and the Central African Republic.
Darfur is a region in Sudan the size of France. It is home to about 6 million people from nearly 100
tribes. Some nomads. Some farmers. All Muslims. In 1989, General Omar Bashir took control of
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Sudan by military coup, which then allowed The National Islamic Front government to inflame regional
tensions. In a struggle for political control of the area, weapons poured into Darfur. Conflicts increased
between African farmers and many nomadic Arab tribes.
In 2003, two Darfuri rebel movements- the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality
Movement (JEM)- took up arms against the Sudanese government, complaining about the
marginalization of the area and the failure to protect sedentary people from attacks by nomads. The
government of Sudan responded by unleashing Arab militias known as Janjaweed, or “devils on
horseback”. Sudanese forces and Janjaweed militia attacked hundreds of villages throughout Darfur.
Over 400 villages were completely destroyed and millions of civilians were forced to flee their homes.
In the ongoing genocide, African farmers and others in Darfur are being systematically displaced
murdered at the hands of the Janjaweed. The genocide in Darfur has claimed 400,000 lives
displaced over 2,500,000 people. More than one hundred people continue to die each day;
thousand die every month. The Sudanese government disputes these estimates and denies
connection with the Janjaweed.

Janjaweed Militia
Janjaweed. Literal translation = devils on horseback.
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The victims

The Sudanese government appears unwilling to address the human rights crisis in the region and has
not taken the necessary steps to restrict the activities of the Janjaweed. In June 2005, the International
Criminal Court (ICC) took the first step in ending impunity in Darfur by launching investigations into
human rights violations in Darfur. However, the government of Sudan refused to cooperate with the
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investigations.
On March 4, 2009 Sudanese President Omar al Bashir, became the first sitting president to be indicted
by ICC for directing a campaign of mass killing, rape, and pillage against civilians in Darfur. The arrest
warrant for Bashir follows arrest warrants issued by the ICC for former Sudanese Minister of State for
the Interior Ahmad Harun and Janjaweed militia leader Ali Kushayb. The government of Sudan has not
surrendered either suspect to the ICC.
Darfuris today continue to suffer and the innumerable problems facing Sudan cannot be resolved until
peace is secured in Darfur. According to UN estimates, 2.7 million Darfuris remain in internally
displaced persons camps and over 4.7 million Darfuris rely on humanitarian aid. Resolving the Darfur
conflict is critical not just for the people of Darfur, but also for the future of Sudan and the stability of the
entire region.

In May I983 a rebellion had taken place at the headquarters of the Sudanese army battalion at Bor the
Jieng soldiers of that battalion relocated to Ethiopia, followed by other deserters from Pibor and
Pachalla. These rebellions led to the creation of a new movement, the Sudanese People's Liberation
Army (SPLA), formed around Colonel John Garang de Mabior, a U.S.-educated leader of the Dinka
people. At ﬁrst the SPLA campaign was a small—scale guerrilla conflict. The SPLA attacked
government facilities more or less at random in the traditional cattle rustling mode.

Dr. John Garang de Mabior Atem (1945 – 2005)
SPLM/A Founder and Chairman, First Vice President of the Sudan
and
President of the government of Southern Sudan.
Eternal Father of the nation of the Republic of South Sudan
The SPLA and government signed a peace agreement on January 9, 2005 in Nairobi, in Kenya and
John was sworn in as the First-Vice-President - the second most powerful person in the country 30
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following a ceremony in which he and President Omar al-Bashir signed a power-sharing constitution.
Simultaneously, he became the premier in the southern Sudan. This administration had limited
autonomy for six years, at the end of which there would be a scheduled referendum regarding
secession. No Christian or southerner had ever held such a high government post. In late July 2005,
Garang died after the Ugandan presidential Mi-172 helicopter he was flying crashed.

Salva Kiir Mayardit, another Dinka, born in 1951 in the Bahr-el-Ghazal region followed as
Vice-President of Sudan. He joined the liberation war early in his life beginning with the Anyanya 1 in
the early 1960s and had risen to a fairly senior position by the time the war ended in 1972 with the
signing of the Addis Ababa Accord. Thereafter, he joined the national Sudan army in which he served
until 1983 when he joined SPLM/A led by Dr Garang De Mabior. Following the death of Dr John
Garang in a helicopter crash Salva Kiir Mayardit was chosen to succeed to the post of First Vice
President of Sudan. South Sudanese voted overwhelmingly in favour of independence from Sudan in
January 2011, with 98.83% majority. South Sudan became an independent state, with Salva Kiir
Mayardit as its first President.
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Lost Boys of Sudan

In 1987, some 20,000 Sudanese children fled a bloody civil war in their homeland. Known as "The Lost
Boys," nearly 4,000 of them eventually found refuge in the United States.
http://www.rescue.org/blog/lost-boys-sudan See also Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
“The Lost Boys of Sudan is the name given to the groups of over 20,000 boys of the Nuer and Dinka
ethnic groups who were displaced and/or orphaned during the Second Sudanese Civil War
(1983–2005); about 2.5 million were killed and millions were displaced. The e name "Lost Boys of
Sudan" was colloquially used by aid workers in the refugee camps where the boys resided in Africa.
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The term was revived, as children fled the post-independence violence of South Sudan with Sudan
during 2011–13
Most of the boys were orphans separated from their families when government troops and rebels of
the south systematically attacked villages in southern Sudan, killing many of the inhabitants. Many
avoided capture or death because they were away from their villages tending cattle at the cattle camps
(grazing land located near bodies of water where cattle were taken and tended largely by the village
children during the dry season) and were able to flee and hide in the dense African bush. Some of the
unaccompanied male minors were conscripted by the Southern rebel forces and used as soldiers in
the rebel army, while others were handed over to the government by their own families to ensure
protection, for food, and under a false impression the child would be attending school.
Presumably orphaned, they traveled by foot for years in search of safe refuge, on a journey that
carried them over a thousand miles across three countries to refugee camps where they resided in
Ethiopia and Kenya and in various villages where they sought refuge in South Sudan. Over half died
along their epic journey, due to starvation, dehydration, sickness and disease and attack by wild
animals and enemy soldiers. Experts say they are the most badly war-traumatized children ever
examined.” Wiki

“Continually under threat, they would flee for their lives, losing their way in the wilderness. Often they
lost everything en route—blankets, sheets, shoes, clothes and pots—to soldiers, swindlers or bandits.
Many fell victim to killer diseases. Others were so weakened by hunger and lack of sleep that they
could go no further and sat down by the roadside—prey for lions and other animals.
The survivors who reached the camps in Ethiopia started to lead a relatively peaceful life. But it was
not to last. Following the change of government in Ethiopia in May 1991 they had to flee again, back to
camps in the Sudan. This time the journey was during heavy rains, and many perished crossing the
swollen rivers or were hit by aerial bombardment. The luckier ones made it to a camp where they
received help from the International Committee of the Red Cross.
This relative security was shattered again late in 1991 when fighting erupted around them, and they
and children from other camps were on the move once more, eventually heading for Kenya.
Since 1992, UNICEF has managed to reunite nearly 1,200 boys with their families. But approximately
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17,000 remain in camps in the region. The harsh memories remain as well. As 14-year-old Simon
Majok puts it: "We were suffering because of war. Some have been killed. Some have died because of
hunger and disease. We children of the Sudan, we were not lucky." unicef report
“The war impacted girls too. When villages were attacked, girls were raped, and women and small
children (boys and girls) were taken to the north to be used or sold as slaves. When arriving in the
camps in Ethiopia, the boys were placed in boys-only areas of the camp, but according to Sudanese
culture, the girls could not be left alone and were placed with surviving family members or adopted by
other Sudanese families. When the resettlement program to the US was initiated in 1999, one of the
requirements was that the children must be orphans. Because these girls had been living in these
family units for up to 9–14 years, they were no longer considered orphans and therefore, were not
eligible for the resettlement program. As a result, relatively few of the Lost Girls were deemed eligible
for the resettlement program to the US.
From 1992 to 1996, UNICEF had reunited almost 1200 Lost Boys with their families. However, about
17,000 were still in camps in the area as of 1996.
In 2001, as part of a program established by the United States Government and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), approximately 3800 Lost Boys were allowed to resettle in
the United States. They are now scattered over at least 38 cities.” Wiki
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III
The University of Juba
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Juba University was founded in 1975 in response to the need for higher education in southern areas of
Sudan.
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The University of Juba was itself looking for a Professor of Physics and as soon as they knew about
me they contacted me and invited me to join them as soon as possible. Hence I took a return ticket
from them and went home from the Gezira University. After the three months of vacation I returned
with my wife to Khartoum. They had us transported to Juba in a special plane to Juba where we were
placed in the guest house of the Summer Institute of Linguistics.
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Dr. Chavan was the professor of biochemistry
The Physics Department was essentially a three year degree program. As a professor my teaching
load was only seven hours a week which provided lot of time to involve in other activities. I did put in
a lot of time in the laboratory set up. There was also an old type computer machine which accepted
the basic programming. I developed a full teaching course in basic and our graduates were able to
find jobs in the middle east soon after. This was a great incentive.
There were also teacher
training B.Ed. program as well as Medical degree programs in which I was involved.
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Like all the other Universities in the world at that time, the spirit of rationalism was raging in the Juba
University also where, the basic assumption that science and religion are opposed to each other was
the predominant philosophical stand of most science teacher. The day I took charge in the
Department as professor, there was a seminar on Science and Religion in the main central hall of the
University. Being new I sat at the back row of the audience to see what was going on. There were
several professors from various departments in the Panel. Soon somebody recognized my presence
and I was invited to sit as a panel member. It appeared that I was the only one who stood up
defending the faith. This first bold appearance attracted the Christian presence in the University and
soon opened up the Juba University Bible Study Group which met every week and became a powerful
presence throughout the six years of my teaching career there.
It appears that the group survived
the displacement of the University to Khartoum and return back to Juba in 2011 and served as source
of stability and hope in the midst of uncertainties and political and social disasters. Here is a banner
of the group in 2013.

There were three other professors from India. One was Prof. Chavan from Poona who was the head
of the Biology. He lived next door to me. The others were senior professors from North India on short
deputation. Dr. Chavan was from the Baptist Church. The others were Hindus.
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IV
SIL
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The SIL guest house with the meeting Tukul.

Workers Biajio (L) and Tartisio remained faithfully at their posts since 1988 when we all left Juba
because of the civil war and they were still on duty when everybody came back in 2007 http://www.wycliffe.net
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The SIL guest house veranda just outside our house
This is where we lived for over a month till the house was ready

SIL guest house kitchen and dining room
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SIL is an extension of the Wycliffe’s Bible translators whose primary objective is to translate the bible
into every language of the tribe. But to be effective they have to first develop the language’s grammar
and script. Most of the dialects, traditions and literature has been transmitted orally through
generations. Thus in order to be effective they need to analyze the grammar and develop the
transcription methods.

A weekly prayer meeting on the SIL Juba Centre. Photo by Jim Clarke.
Juba International Fellowship which included mostly foreigners met Sunday evening for worship,
prayer and Bible study from 5:15pm on Sunday at the SIL compound, near the Juba University.

Anil’s photo from America.
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Here are some of the SIL family who became part of our daily life.
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Another close friend in SIL was Dr. Richard L Watson who taught Linguistics in Juba University and a
scholar. The SIL resources http://www.sil.org/resources/search/contributor/watson-richard-l lists 30
publications. I don’t have a phot of Dick. Here is his wife.

Sandra Watson
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Mrs. Ninan, Prof.Ninan, Cheesbro, Ajit in the SIL yard
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Lilly (left) with Preethy (right) and another friend in SIL
Lilly came to the SIL from Los Angeles as a volunteer from her church. The friendship that developed
between Lilly and Preethy lasted as Preethy went to USA for her studies and later as she settled there.
Lilly got married and to Mr. Shelly and is settled in Los Angeles. We still visit each other as families.

Michael Middleton and some of the students he taught in a one room tukul!
Michael Middleton, Caleb Chesebro, Angie Chesebro, Yony Buth and Sharon Buth Alley.
Missing from the pic is Lisa, Christy , Ajit Ninan and the Buth kids.
47

SOUTH SUDAN - THE LAND OF RUSTLING OF WINGS AND PEOPLE TALL AND SMOOTH
M.M.NINAN

Ajit

Yony Buth and Ajit Ninan after 27 years.
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Jonathan Arensen E was raised in Africa and thus introduced to African languages and cultures from a
young age. Early in his career, he taught in Kenya and then moved on to Sudan, working under the
Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) as a linguist surveying various languages. His research resulted
in a master’s degree from Central Washington State University. From there, he spent eight years living
with the Murle people in eastern Sudan, studying their language and culture. During these years, he
attended Oxford University, earning an additional master’s degree as well as a D. Phil. in Social
Anthropology. His work with the Murle people continued until a complete New Testament was
published in their language. After serving as anthropology coordinator for SIL in Africa, covering 24
countries and training new personnel as they entered, he became professor of anthropology at
Houghton College.
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The Murle are a cattle-loving people living in the flood plains of South Sudan. Their total population
numbers about 148,000. Jon and Barb Arensen lived with the Murle from 1976 to 1984 and eventually
helped complete the translation of the New Testament in 1996.Dr. Jon Arensen worked with SIL for 32
years and holds a PhD in anthropology from Oxford University. In the process, pastors were educated
and over 60 churches were started.
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The water pump project of Sweedish Free Mission. This was headed by a young missionary - Laif.
Laif stayed on the job when all others fled from South Sudan under the severe pressure of war. He
may be still there serving the people.
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V
Our Juba Home

In front of my house
The hot nights are compensated by sleeping in the veranda with open windows.
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When we finally moved into the house it was next door to the SIL guest house and we continued as a
family all the days we lived there. When we were on long holidays to India, our house was used as a
vacation home for the missionaries who lived away from Juba.

The front of the house
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The city of Juba did not have any electric supply. The SIL had their own generators which supplied
electricity round the clock. However, in our university homes they supplied electricity from six in the
evening till 9 in the night. The university provided a refrigerator, but it served no purpose without the
power supply. We simply turned it sideways and used it as a table. The SIL provided storing space
in their refrigerators and freezers for us. Since it was just next door, this was most convenient. I
remember when Ajit going with the SIL people on a hunting trip into the wilderness. They brought an
antelope for us from the kill. It was stored in the SIL refrigerator for weeks.

The electric supply was provided on the campus by the University generator from 6 P.M. To 9 PM only.
They provided electric cookers to cook. For day time cooking we had to rely on wood. Hence we
brought a kerosene stove cooker from India which made cooking easier. The university provided a
supply of kerosene and oil from Khartoum every week.

There were no water supply lines. The university brought water in a truck and filled a large barrel in
the bath room every alternate day. The filtered water was taken from this supply through a siphon
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filter and placed in the kitchen for cooking and drinking.
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With my students.

In the back side of the house I developed a vegetable garden.
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area became an experimental ground for growing much needed fruits and vegetables. Since the
climate was “tropical forest region”, most of our Kerala vegetables and fruits grew there. I had even
Cassava and banana growing there. As a routine however the vegetables and fruits were stolen as
soon as they are usable - an ancient tribal practice.
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VI
Communal Projects
One of the primary concerns of the University was the solutions to on goings problems that the society
was facing. The University called for a common meeting of the scientists and the elders and chiefs of
the tribes to hear their needs and to find possible solutions. It was probably the first and the last of
such a gathering. On the basis of what had been expressed we had been able to tackle some basic
needs. Here are a few of the projects in which I have been involved. These are actually basic
solutions we had seen widely used in India. What I had done was to modify them to suite the cultural
needs of Sudan
Filtering of water for drinking
One of the first problem was the availability of clean water to drink. The following method of filtration
is simply adopted from India where the water is filtered through layers of coarse Pebbles to remove
large contaminates and then through sine white river sand to remove fine suspensions. It is then
passed through wood charcoal pieces and then fine ground carbon where dissolved components are
removed.
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Bernoulli Pump and riverside filter
I have also suggested a similar filtering system to obtain clean drinking water directly from the flowing
river using the pebbles, sand, charcoal and carbon filter components. This method uses the energy
of the flow of the river to raise water and bring it to the bank. This can be done by using a gradually
narrowing pipe leading the water over the bank of the river and allowing it flow out. This is sometimes
called the Hydraulic Ram Pump, Hydram, or simply Ram Pump, an automatic pumping device that is
capable of pumping water higher than its original source without using electricity or any other power
source. It is mechanically very simple and gives very high reliability, minimal maintenance
requirements and a long operation life. This method can also be used to irrigate agriculture and was
effectively used in Juba in collaboration with some Churches.
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It is based on Bernoulli's Equation or Continuity Equation applicable to fluid flow

where



p= pressure



gamma= specific weight of fluid



v= velocity



z= height

Even though the work on this project was on the go, it was not realized by the time I left Juba. This
would have provided an abundant supply of clean drinking water along with irrigation of agricultural
lands.
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Refrigeration using evaporative cooling
Air coolers were the popular cooling systems in the Sudan in the hot Northern parts. The portable
coolers are easily available. However, they work with the outside air being pushed through the wet
filters causing evaporation by electrical fans and small water pumps. I have modified this so that
open air wind can be used instead of fan. Removing all electrical parts and machines gives us a four
sided coir pads. By adding metal boards to place food inside we can use it as a simple effective
refrigerator. The bottom acts as water reservoir. This can be effectively used to store food for up to
three weeks.

A simple double pot with a water filled sponge in between can also be effectively used for this purpose.
The idea is explained in wiki with the following figure. I have personally used two pots one inside the
other filled with sponge effectively.in the 1980s.
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Biogas Project
But the most successful projects which were widely accepted by people was the traditional biogas
modified for the use of the nomadic tribes as they wander around with their cattle. This had great
appeal to the cattle breeders since the fuel was readily available to them as a daily reality. It provided
easy cooking and convenience. I had taken the principles of biogas production projects which were
then popular in Kerala. Here is how the biogas is generated.
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I had effectively simulated the large model with a metal barrel fixed on wheels which became popular
not only among the nomads but also in ordinary homes in the city of Juba. Several people had taken
me to their home to make sure they had it done properly. The gas is then supplied to stoves and it
worked great. A working model remained outside the Physics lab until I left Juba.
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The final mobile system would have been no different from this.
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VII
The Episcopal Church

All Saints Cathedral, Episcopal Church of Sudan, Juba
The first major Anglican mission in Sudan was founded in Omdurman in 1899, under the auspices of
the Church Mission Society. The mission led to widespread conversion to Christianity throughout
southern Sudan. Missionary activity came first under the Diocese in Jerusalem, and then, in 1920, as
part of the new Diocese of Egypt and the Sudan, with Llewellyn Henry Gwynne as its first bishop. As
the pace of growth continued, a separate Diocese of the Sudan was formed with its own bishop in
1945. In 1957, oversight for the Diocese of the Sudan was transferred from the Archbishop of
Canterbury to the Archbishop in Jerusalem. In 1974, when the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the
Middle East underwent structural reform, Sudan became an independent province of four dioceses.
Our connection with the Episcopal Church of Sudan dates back to the 1970s when Bishop Oliver
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Allisson was the Bishop of all Sudan and South Africa.
Born in 1917 near Mundri, Elinana Ngalamu, a Moru, was the ﬁrst native archbishop of the Sudan. He
studied at Bishop Gwynne College, was made deacon in 1953 and priest in 1955.
He was
imprisoned in 1962 because of his preaching. He served as assistant bishop to Oliver Allison and was
made the first archbishop of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan in I976. I met him with Bishop Allisson
in Khartoum. As such I went to see him in the All Saints Cathedral in the early weeks of my arrival in
Juba. There was a Bible Study Group which met under a tree just outside this Church. They also had
a successful radio ministry at that time. During this period, I got connected with several vibrant
priests of the church who took me around with them into the various High Schools in the country.
Seem was one of them who became the Bishop of Yei and did lead the people in the midst of their
most difficult period of history. They got permission to speak to the students during one period within
the schedule. We visited almost all schools in the area. This was essentially to assure the students
that Science and Religion are not opposing philosophical systems. My status as Physics Professor
was insurance enough for the students. I suppose it paid off with a revival. These priests of the
Anglican denomination remained as friends in all my later endeavors. They were invariably present
in all the functions in the University and even in the main functions of the Sudan Pentecostal
Churches.
Elinana became a controversial ﬁgure late in his life when he refused to get down from the position of
Arch Bishop which was a post to be rotated every ten years. He developed a schism in the ECS, a
division that lasted until his death in 1992.
Bishop Seme Solomona of the Episcopal Church of Sudan
Séme Luwáté Solomona
: Bishop Seme Luwate Solomona (Sololomon) was born in 1939 in the village of Longaju, Longamere,
in Yeyi County. He received theological training beginning in the Sudan in 1960, and later in Nigeria.
He was ordained a Deacon in 1964, and in 1985, was consecrated as Bishop of Yei I remember sitting
beside Seme, two days before his consecration in a function in the University. I casually mentioned
that perhaps we may not be able to sit in relaxation and talk after the consecration. His reaction was
swift. He said that if that happens he will take his vestments out and be with all his friends and with
his people. I did attend his consecration two days later and enjoyed his support and prayers
throughout my mission in Juba. He was there with me when the Sudan Pentecostal Church
consecrated their new pastors before my leaving Sudan in 1988. He was with me when we first sat
together at the first meeting of the Sudan Council of Churches.
The Bishop Seme built a Health Centre, and an Orphanage Centre in Yei. He was a founding
member of the following: The New Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC), the Bishop Alison Theological
College in Arua (now the Pastor’s Training Institute for ECS clergy in New Sudan, Nyaŋiliya Secondary
School (in Ko’buko District), and West Nile Vocational Training Institute in Arua etc.
He continued to serve his people in their struggle for survival and provided hope “If there is divine
judgement there is also the redemption of an ‘open-hearted' God. Christians encourage themselves
with the phrase ‘God has not forgotten us’, ‘God has not abandoned or discarded us!'
"We are suffering, but God has not abandoned us. Be strong, do not despair. Give thanks to God, for
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his mercy is great."

Bishop Nathaniel Garang

Rev. Dr. Marc R. Nikkel (1950–2000) describes the work of Bishop Seme.
“OT images of exile and exodus, of divine protection and leading, are as pervasive as those of. In the
Dioceses of Yei and Kajo-Keji, where the ECS has long been established, touched by currents of the
East African Revival, visions of Exodus merge with contemporary pilgrimage.
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https://www.facebook.com/JubaChristianCenter
In I990, as the SPLA planned an attack on the government garrison at Yei, Bishop Seme Solomona
(ECS, Diocese of Yei) and Father Peter Dada (Vicar-General of the Catholic Diocese of Yei) were
encouraged to evacuate their people. Departing by night for fear of government attack, the churchmen,
in a convoy of some l00 vehicles under SPLA guidance, accompanied the masses southward toward
Kaya. The settlement on the Ugandan border soon became a burgeoning community in exile, home to
some 30,000, in which the two Churches were essential to all aspects of life. By 1995, however, Kaya
itself came under threat and the two leaders determined to lead their throngs further southward, across
the Ugandan border. In the midst of the rainy season, suffering from cold and exposure, Koboko
became the new encampment. As has become custom in exile, churches were constructed ﬁrst, taking
precedence over houses. Gradually stability grew, but by 1996 the pilgrimage veered back toward
Sudan. As insecurity increased in Northern Uganda the fortunes of the SPLA shifted, resulting
in the recapture of Kaya. Yei itself came under SPLA control for ﬁrst time.
Among Christians grounded in the Bible, exodus and ‘wilderness journey’ became bywords. As an
estimated 80,000 souls trekked homeward a ‘faithful people ‘acknowledged their ‘faithful God’ whose
divine presence accompanied them throughout their sojourn.”
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/migrants/pom2009_111/rc_pc_migrants_pom1
11_sagovsky.html gives the following description:
Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, People on
the Move, N° 111, December 2009
MESSAGE OF THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION,Revd. Dr. Nicholas SAGOVSKY, Canon Theologian of
the Westminster Abbey – Great Britain
“Let me take just one example of many: the story of the pilgrimage of the people of Yei between 1990
and 1997. Early in 1990, when Yei was under threat of attack, Bishop Seme Solomona of the
Episcopal Church of Sudan and Father Peter Dada, Vicar-General of the Catholic Diocese of Yei, led
their people out of the town. A convoy of more than 100 vehicles, with 10,000 people on foot, set out.
For three days the convoy travelled by night until they came to the deserted border town of Kaya. The
community, led by Bishop Seme and Father Dada stayed there for three years, growing to 30,000. On
3 August 1993, again under threat of attack, it crossed the border into Uganda. Bishop Seme
compared the sight to the exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt. Not a life was lost – and several
babies were born. When the community re-established itself in Uganda the first buildings to be
constructed were churches. By 1996-7 the refugees were being targeted by Ugandan rebels. The way
opened, miraculously, to go back to Yei. Bishop Seme returned to his cathedral in time to celebrate
communion on Easter Day, 1997. Within a short time 80,000 refugees had returned from Uganda full
of gratitude for the Lord’s deliverance. Throughout the time of exile leadership and pastoral care had
been provided by Bishop Seme and Father Dada, working together.“
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May 27, 1993 Bishop of the Sudan Pleads for Assistance from the West 93107
Episcopal News Service
Bishop Seme Solomona of the Anglican Province of the Sudan recalled the day when he and a
congregation of worshipers huddled in the cathedral in Yei, expecting to be massacred by an
approaching rebel army. "If we are to be massacred," the bishop said to his people, "what better place
to be than in the church?"
Seme's searing story, reported on a recent visit to the United States, underscored the daily climate of
violence, fear and deprivation that confronts the people in his care.
As the attention of the news media and the response of relief agencies continue to focus on the
situation in Bosnia, Seme and other Anglican Church leaders in the Sudan remind the world that they,
too, are facing a severe crisis.
According to Seme, a desperate need for clothing, medicine, doctors and nurses, and educational
opportunities continues to threaten the lives of thousands who have fled the ravages of a decade-long
civil war.
Culturally divided
The Sudan is a nation divided by culture and religious conflict. In the south where Seme lives, an
African culture of Christians and adherents of native religions predominates. In the north most citizens
are Muslims and consider themselves Arabs. The population in the Sudan includes 5 million Christians
of which 2 million are Anglicans -- nearly the same number as Episcopalians in the United States.
Seme is one of two bishops in charge of the 11 Anglican dioceses in the southern part of the Sudan
that is controlled by rebel forces who are waging war against the Muslim government located in the
capital, Khartoum.
Although the current battles in the civil war began 10 years ago, the Sudanese people have endured
war for 29 of the last 39 years. In the past decade, more than 600,000 people have died as a result of
the war. Currently more than 700,000 civilians live within the area of the fighting.
Nearly 3 million people have been displaced in the Sudan. Approximately 750,000 Sudanese are
totally dependent on relief assistance for survival, and an equal number are at risk. UN officials
contend that war is responsible for more deaths than the drought conditions or the scarcity of natural
resources.
The church grows despite the war
Despite the carnage and upheaval of the war, the Anglican Church is enjoying "great growth in the
south," Seme said. "God has used us in war and the church has grown by leaps and bounds," he said.
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Although Seme and his cathedral congregation were permitted to leave Yei unharmed, the city is now
controlled by a government garrison. The bishop's former office and his house are being used by the
government troops and Seme can go only within a five-mile radius of Yei to minister to his people.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Bishop Seme Solomon died on August 10, 2003,

Esther wife of Bishop Seme with one of the first classes of Immanuel Kindergarten in 1986 in Yei
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VIII

J.C.C. (Juba Christian Center)
“This is the most 'in fashion' church, where the youth flock to. They have the most lively sermon and a
great band and a jumping choir. The youth flock there. Go early if you want a seat, most sit outside on
plastic chairs as it is packed.
Located in Bulluk, on the road that joins Ministries and Juba University behind the South Sudan Hotel.
8.30 is the English service,
11 is the Arabic.”
http://www.jubatravelguide.com/churches%20clubs%20and%20associations.html
72

SOUTH SUDAN - THE LAND OF RUSTLING OF WINGS AND PEOPLE TALL AND SMOOTH
M.M.NINAN
When I went into the South Sudan there were only two established churches - the Episcopal Church of
Sudan and the Catholic Church. One day two people came to meet me in my house to invite me to
join a small group of fellowship which met in the corridor of a public school. They were Brother Adi
Ambrose and Brother Benjamin. Both were graduates of theology from Kenya. This was probably the
only revival that started without the support of a ruling party. Both Catholicism and Protestanism
entered South Sudan during the colonial period. They functioned pretty well as custodians of faith
until the challenges of Islam impacted the community of faith. A new revival became a necessity to
face new challenges and to provide hope and strength. As a true revival it started from the grass root
of society from among the lowest strata of society. There were only a few who came to serve special
missions who joined the group, as the organized missions were afraid to get involved being afraid of
reprisals from the Islamic North government. It appears that those who were dispersed and scattered
from their home found their way into this church. This was the ground where the lost families united
and found each other.
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The Living Biblical Prophesy

(Isaiah 18:1-7)
Ah, the land of the rustling of wings,
which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia:
that sendeth ambassadors by the sea,
even in vessels of papyrus upon the waters,
saying,
Go, ye swift messengers,
to a nation tall and smooth, to a people terrible from their beginning onward;
a nation that meteth out and treadeth down,
whose land the rivers divide!
All ye inhabitants of the world, and ye dwellers on the earth,
when an ensign is lifted up on the mountains,
see ye; and when the trumpet is blown,
hear ye.
For thus hath the LORD said unto me,
I will be still,
and I will behold in my dwelling place;
like clear heat in sunshine,
like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.
For afore the harvest,
when the blossom is over,
and the flower becometh a ripening grape,
he shall cut off the sprigs with pruning–hooks,
and the spreading branches shall he take away and cut down.
They shall be left together unto the ravenous birds of the mountains,
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and to the beasts of the earth:
and the ravenous birds shall summer upon them,
and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them.
In that time shall a present be brought unto the LORD of hosts of a people tall and smooth,
and from a people terrible from their beginning onward;
a nation that meteth out and treadeth down,
whose land the rivers divide,
to the place of the name of the LORD of hosts, the mount Zion.

I have been asked to explain these passages over and over again by the Christians in south Sudan in
the Pentecostal Churches. It rings in my ears even now as it was repeated almost every day. They
believed that the events in their life time tallied with the prophecy exactly.
There is no doubt the prophecy is about them - the people of Cush,
 the land of the rustling of wings=The land of the Tsetse-fly or is it refering to the war planes?
 beyond the rivers of Ethiopia -Blue Nile
 the land divided by Nile,
 a people tall and of smooth skin (a people who do not naturally grow facial and body hair)



A nation that meteth out and treadeth down = the nation that is not free being ruled by some other
people

These people will go through times of war and struggle, but the prophetic end is clear, they will be free
and they will bring their gifts to the Lord of hosts.
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Ezekiel 37:1-14 The hand of Jehovah was on me, and brought me by the Spirit of Jehovah, and
made me rest in the midst of a valley, and it was full of bones.
And He made me pass among them all around. And behold, very many were on the face of the valley.
And lo, they were very dry.
And he said to me, Son of man, can these bones live?
And I answered, O Lord Jehovah, You know.
Again He said to me, Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, “O dry bones, hear the Word of
Jehovah. So says the Lord Jehovah to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and
you shall live. And I will lay sinews on you, and will bring up flesh on you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall live. And you shall know that I am Jehovah.”
So I prophesied as I was commanded.
And as I prophesied, there was a noise.
And behold, a shaking! And the bones came near, a bone to its bone.
And I watched. And behold!
The sinews and the flesh came up on them, and the skin covered them above.
But there was no breath in them.
And He said to me, Prophesy to the Spirit, prophesy, son of man, and say to the Spirit, “So says the
Lord Jehovah: Come from the four winds, O Spirit, and breathe on these dead ones so that they may
live.”
So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the Spirit came into them, and they lived and stood on
their feet, an exceedingly great army.
And He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, Our
bones are dried and our hope is lost; we are cut off by ourselves. Therefore prophesy and say to
them, “So says the Lord Jehovah: Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to
come up out of your graves, and will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am
Jehovah when I have opened your graves, O My people, and have brought you up out of your graves.
And I shall put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. And you shall
76

SOUTH SUDAN - THE LAND OF RUSTLING OF WINGS AND PEOPLE TALL AND SMOOTH
M.M.NINAN
know that I Jehovah have spoken and have done it, says Jehovah”

From this ashes of the broken world God through the power of the Holy Spirit gathered a new Church.
I was ushered into this by Adi Ambrose. Meanwhile Benjamin was abducted by the Sudan Liberation
Army and was ordained as its Bishop to serve the Army personals. Soon we had to move out of the
corridors into a tent of Tarpaulin. Here are few scenes from our worship.

Music was the center of worship and they sang a new song pouring out their pain. There always was
the mighty presence of the Power of the Spirit confirming the Word with signs and wonders. Miracles
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we never knew and signs that cannot be explained away.
I had two large loudspeakers lying waste in my house, which I brought from Gezira.
together our people were able to make podium.

Stacking them

Here is the audience scene. My daughter Preethy can be seen at the center of this picture. The
worshippers were very often fluid, as people came and went, displaced, forced out, running for life
people, along with a few stable community who remained. Tears of joy and sorrow flowed at every
meeting. God the Father was meeting His Prodigal Sons and Daughters who returned.
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We thank you, the Trinity, our God, on this day and through the days before us. God of evil people,
God of mercy:
You are the God of bad people, and we have become very bad.
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There is nothing like us among all the things you have created, even among all the animals in the
forest.
Now I have taken the place of animals.
My house is where the vulture sleeps . . .
Be merciful to me, O God, for I am the worst among all my sisters.
I am a woman who has not given birth properly.
O God of Glory, if you have visited me, O Lord of hosts, come upon me with your entire heart.
I am so sick, O God, and I am unable to pray.
I am hungry; I am naked.’
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The Sweedish Free Mission, an Association of several independent Churches came forward with
financial help to start the Sudan Theological College to provide Theological training for the future
leaders of the future Churches of South Sudan.

Here is picture taken when the Sweedish Free Mission delegates came meet us.
Adi Ambrose talking to them. This is the only picture of Adi Ambrose I have.
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Adi Severine Ambrose

59 years old
Date of birth: Jan 20, 1950
Place of birth:Juba, Kit guom, Sudan

Adi Ambrose is from Acholi Luo Magwi (Eastern Equatoria) and was born on Jan 20, 1950. He
belonged to the Episcopal Church and studied theology in Kenya. With the help of the Assemblies of
God in Kenya he was instrumental in starting the Juba Christian Center and subsequently the Sudan
Pentecostal Churches.
He was appointed in 1983 to the National Assembly as a chairman for
human rights committee and served it until 2001. He then started to work at the Ministry of the
Religious Affairs from 2001 until 2009, when he was appointed for the registration of the Churches in
Khartoum.
In 1984 he left Juba for Khartoum and lived there along with the dispersed South Sudanese. He
started the branch of the Sudan Pentecostal Churches in Khartoum. I was left alone to lead the SPC
with the help of the elders.
Adi Ambrose was a NCP member, a close ‘friend of Turabi,’ and his family enjoyed a very strong
protection from the Government during the nineties. According to his son, Adi Ambrose was “personal
advisor of the president in the years 2000 and 2001, teaching him English and German”. Adi
Ambrose passed away on Dec 29, 2009
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By 2014 the membership of this Khartoum Christian Center (of Sudan Pentecostal Churches) grew to
500. In the ensuing persecution period the church was taken over by the Government and closed
down. Sudan's President Omar Hassan al-Bashir has said he wants to adopt a "100 percent" Islamic
constitution now that the South has split off.
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Here I am joining the meal with the Sweedish Free Mission Team
The construction of the College and the development of the campus was done in record time and we
went into serious teaching of the Theology leading to a degree in B.Th. Since there was a lack of
qualified teachers I was asked to join the team during my free time from the University of Juba. My
theological training was limited to the completion of Bachelor of Divinity from the London Bible College.
Apart from that there were no text books nor detailed syllabus. Brother James who came from the
Assemblies of God Theological College of Kenya took over as Principal. That year when I returned
from India, a carried a lot theological books from India and sat down to write them anew in terms of the
local cultural terms. These later formed the core of many of my published works
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Pastor James, who was the Principal of the Sudan Theological College during one of the Picnics.
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Here is the campus of the Sudan Theological College.

The Students of the Sudan Theological College with their teacher Ninan
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Immanuel Wagon and me in the Sudan Theological Campus. He was one of my favorite students.
After his ordination as Pastor, he was forced to move down to Kenya with his wife where I am told he
died leaving his wife Margaret Toya who was also a member of our Church
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Margaret Toya
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The Southern Sudanese African Culture is decaying fast. Most of the tribal cultures are not known to
the new generation and has never been collected or written down. If this is not done in the immediate
future, it is most likely that we will lose these forever. In 1983 when I came into the University of Juba
my interest was to know what are the traditional religious beliefs and practices of the tribes around this
region. A survey of existing literature showed a lack of understanding of the African mind. Most of them
were written from the point of view of western materialism or from. the point of view of early
missionaries who considered the African religions as totally pagan. A perusal of the literature in this
field includes such great anthropologists as Lienhardt G (Divinity and Experience: The Religion of the
Dinka, Oxford, 1961), Seligman C.G (Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan, London, 1932), Frances
Madtrig Dang (The Africans of the Two Worlds, Yale, 1978) and Evens Pritchard E.E (The Nuer
Religion, Oxford 1956) All of them indicated similarities between Hebrew culture and Southern
Sudanese culture. But their subject matter was along different lines and no one the comparative study.
Recently Lazarus Leek Mawut (Proc. of Conf. On the Role of Southern Sudanese, Khartoum, 1985)
attempted a study of comparison from data available from the various literature. But the data was very
meager and the conclusions so arrived were not conclusive or compelling. Since I felt the need of
more direct information, I have made an attempt to collect data directly from the field, from the elders
of the various tribes with the help of a group of dedicated young people from the Sudan Theological
College. Fifteen of these people went out and gathered a lot of information from the various tribes. In
this paper I am dealing only with the Kuku tribe which I believe is representative of the agricultural
tribes of this area and the Bari speaking tribes in this area. The purpose of this paper is to compare the
cultures of the Kuku and the Hebrew. The results are startling and the conclusions even more.
The following members of the graduating class of 1986 of the Sudan Theological College, Juba,
Sudan collected all the data in this paper with great zeal and enthusiasm. They are:
(1) Andrew Longo of Didinga tribe
(2) Elijah Biar Makureh of Dinka tribe
(3) Emmanuel Ammo of Kuku tribe
(4\} Emmanuel Wagon of Kuku tribe
90

SOUTH SUDAN - THE LAND OF RUSTLING OF WINGS AND PEOPLE TALL AND SMOOTH
M.M.NINAN
(5) Erastus Tupa of Kuku tribe
(6) Eugene T. Luka of Latuko tribe
(7) Jeoffrey Abutre of Kakwa tribe
(8) John Noah Komi of Kakwa tribe
(9) Margaret Toya of Kuku tribe
(10) Margaret Nyoka of. Kakwa tribe
(l1) Moses Angupale of Kakwa tribe
(12) Nelson Duku of Kuku tribe
(13) Scopas Maya of Kuku tribe
(14) Simon Mundara Muya of Gimara tribe
(15) Richard Onztma of Lugwara tribe.
This was the first graduating class.

The training of the missionaries became an important area both for the Theological College and also
for those missionaries who came to South Sudan under other Missions. This course material was
developed to meet the need. With the scanty resource materials and the wealth of experience of a vast
number of missionaries who came into the land essentially to do translation work and to help the
country economically pooled into this teaching material. This was a one semester course in the Sudan
Theological College after which they went into the field and came back with great results. I have used
this material for short term missionary training course to those who came on short term mission work.
Considering that it was written over twenty years ago in a place far from all theological academics,
with little or no resources or libraries, the book now seems impossibly modern. I have touched
up a little and added tables and details
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I gave the first convocation address and the distribution of the certificate
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The first baptism ceremony of the Sudan Pentecostal Churches
Soon several assemblies took form in various villages in the South Sudan under various Charismatic
local elders numbering as much as 26 in 1985.and growing. It became necessary to organize the
church. The first event was a mass baptism in the Blue Nile. The elders brought in their people who
requested baptism which numbered 167. I gave the sermon in the bank of Blue Nile and the baptism
was administered by the elders.

The baptism scene was similar to this except that there were a dozen such lines. The podium was at
the shore.
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The formation of the Sudan Council of Churches

Formation of the Sudan Council of Churches. This was the first meeting of the Sudan Council of
Churches. I represented along with several others brothers, the SPC.
Sudan is the only country in
the world where the Catholic, the Anglicans and the Pentecostals all sit together to form the Council of
Churches. This understanding and cooperation between all factions of Christian Churches grew right
from the beginning of the missions.
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As the war escalated it became more and more difficult to reach Juba for vacation back home and to
come back to Juba. The civil air flights were long gone and the only way to and from Khartoum to
Juba was by the military planes. With anti-aircraft guns the travel became too risky to undertake and
we decided to terminate the contract with the University and go back to India. I remember the note of
the Vice Chancellor below my resignation letter. “Though we would not like to accept this letter, we
have no other choice. It is his decision”.
The Vice-Chancellor requested me to come back for one
semester until they can find a suitable Physics teacher which I did during my vacation from India in
1989. As the history developed, this decision came right at the correct time. The university was
forced to be relocated to Khartoum, for safety of staff, students and infrastructure in 1990.
This also brought in an issue with the Sudan Pentecostal Churches since both Adi Ambrose and
Brother Benjamin had gone I was the only ordained Pastor and there were no ordained elders in the
Church. The Governing body therefore decided to arrange ordination for 26 elders as the first group
of Pastors within the Church. I got down and developed an ordination procedure. The 26 elders
who were to be ordained went on a three-day fasting in preparation in the home of the Church.
However, the SIL missionaries and others in the mission field felt that as a foreigner, I should not be
ordaining Pastors in the public function. They felt that it will precipitate a repercussion of missionary
expulsion as in 1965 by the Islamic government of Khartoum. As such we finally decided that the
initial part of the ordination as Pastor of the Universal Church may be done in private and the second
part of the installation as Pastor of the Sudan Pentecostal Churches may be done in Public by the
President of the Governing body who was a local elder. I officiated the public ceremony and
ministered the word with explanation of “the qualifications and responsibilities of the Pastors of the
Church.” Ministerial Credentialing was printed and send back to Juba from India.
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From this group came the biggest church in South Sudan as the Sudan Pentecostal Churches. most of
the later leaders of the Church. Unlike the Pentecostal movements elsewhere in the world, the
Sudan Pentecostal Churches became an Episcopalian hierarchy system following the tribal tradition of
the country. The pastors are now called bishops and wear the traditional collars and colors of the
episcopal churches.

Bishop Dr Isaiah Majok Dau, Overseer, Sudan Pentecostal Church
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an
Bishop Michael Taban
Chairperson of the South Sudan Council of Churches
Vice President Sudan Pentecostal Churches
General Overseer of Sudan Pentecostal Churches
Vice President Evangelical Alliance of South Sudan
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IX
Family
Premeela Mariam Ninan

Masters Degree in Special Education
Having completed her Bachelor of Science from Mount Carmel College in 1984, Premeela proceeded
to Pensylvania to study for her Masters in Special education
with the Marywood College, Scranton,
Pensylvania. On return she married Mr. Ronald Morton of Bangalore in the St. Marks Cathedral.
Special Education was rather new in India where handicapped and mentally challenged children were
considered a shame by the family and were hidden away. She was one of the pioneers in Special
Education in Bangalore and later was part of starting the Opportunity School in the Mar Thoma Church
of Bangalore. What began as a small attempt in 1981 with just four children and one teacher has today
become one of the pioneer institutions for the education and rehabilitation of mentally retarded children.
As part of the rehabilitation process, the school has been counselling and educating the families to
banish misconceptions and inhibitions about mental retardation. It helps them broaden their outlook
and accept the disabled children. The children hail from all classes and communities.
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1986 Premu’s wedding
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Preethy Susan Ninan

University of Nebraska High School was established by the University of Nebraska in 1929.
Initially courses were paper-based, correspondence study. Since that time — and with the arrival of
the Internet — the high school's curriculum has evolved into an innovative and interactive learning
environment.
After several decades as the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Independent Study High School, in July
2013 UNHS was brought under the University of Nebraska's system-wide online initiative, University of
Nebraska Online Worldwide. With this transition the school's name was changed to University of
Nebraska High School.
University of Nebraska High School now offers more than 100 core, elective and Advanced Placement
courses in eight subject areas. Courses are provided online and in print. Courses are designed to be
flexible and self-paced, which allows its students to study at their convenience. With students in all 50
U.S. states and more than 100 countries, the University of Nebraska High School has delivered
hundreds of thousands of courses to a highly diverse student body.
University of Nebraska High School is accredited by:
Nebraska Department of Education since 1967
Advanced (North Central Association) since 1978.
Under Nebraska law, it is classified as a school district.
http://highschool.nebraska.edu
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In 1986-1988 Preethy stayed with me in Juba and followed the Nebraska High School Diploma. She
had the University Lab open to do experiments and submitted her tests directly to the UNHS and
successfully completed her High School and later joined the University of Nebraska for a degree in
Architecture.

Rotarian Mrs. Ponnamma Ninan
During the period of around ten years when Ponnamma stayed with the children in Bangalore, she
took up the position as Educational Consultants with the World Book and also joined the Rotary Club
of Bangalore Cantonment as a founding member. She became the Director of International Affairs
and became a Paul Harris Fellow.

Rotary Club of Bangalore Cantonment is a service organization under Rotary International located in
the city of Bengaluru. Rotary is a worldwide organization of more than 1.2 million business,
professional, and community leaders in over 32,000 Rotary clubs. Members of Rotary clubs, known as
Rotarians, provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help
build goodwill and peace in the world. Rotary Club of Bangalore Cantonment was chartered in June
1984 with a membership of 34 charter members.

103

SOUTH SUDAN - THE LAND OF RUSTLING OF WINGS AND PEOPLE TALL AND SMOOTH
M.M.NINAN

Mrs. Ponnamma Ninan
(Rotarian, Charter Member of Bangalore Cantonment Rotary Club, Paul Harris Fellow)
Education Consultant with the World Book Encyclopedia
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