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PREFACE
This article was written in response to an Islamic onslaught on the validity and
accuracy of the Bible quoting the problem of genealogy as an error. This was in 1985
while I was in the University of Juba, Sudan, Africa. The problem is dealt with in this
article to show that the Bible is the inspired word of God. In spite of its transmission
through the ages through generations to generations and in their varying media and
translations it still is the most reliable document mankind has ever possessed.
Its accuracy speaks for its divine origins. The South Sudanese are probably the
descendants of the Children of Moses through the Cushite wife as is confirmed
by the similarity of the culture and laws of the land in comparison with the Biblical
commandments. At that time my guide was the local culture in which I was immersed
in. Not only that all these had been validated by scholars at every age, there is little to
add to the findings
This article was first published as a booklet by the Sudan Theological College, Juba,
Sudan, and Africa in 1985. It was widely distributed in the Southern Sudan and
neighboring countries. The main body of the book and the argument has not
changed since then. The only addition is the possible alternate explanations and the
later research results of many scholars in the field. Many of these alternate
explanation sources are not completely trustworthy as they are from
Pseudo-epigraphs and Apocryphal works. These sources are unreliable yet I
thought it would be good to be aware of these possibilities and explanations.
Prof. M.M.Ninan San Jose, CA Jan, 2012
Revised
Normal, IL Dec., 2019
Prof. M.M.Ninan is a Professor of Physics and have served in colleges and
universities in India, Ethiopia, Ghana, Sudan, Jamaica, Yemen and United States of
America. In all these countries he has been involved in church planting, missions and
Christian Education.
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BIBLICAL TRADITIONS
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CHAPTER ONE
THE TWO GENEALOGIES
People are often misled by a cursory look on the two widely, different genealogies of
Jesus in the books of Matthew (1:1-11) and of Luke (3:23-38).
“The difference between the two evangelists in the genealogy of Christ, has been a
stumbling block to infidels that cavil at the word”. Matthew Henry, An Exposition of
the Old and New Testaments. Vol. V.
“Skeptics have looked at these differences and have arrived at a simple solution to
the problem: the genealogies are, in essence, pious fiction. They are not really
genealogies of Christ, but have been composed, perhaps from other sources, so as
to try to legitimize Jesus' claim to Messiahship”. Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel
According to Luke I-IX. Anchor Bible.; Michael Arnheim.
Is Christianity True?
“The most critical need was for a genealogy proving that Jesus was of the lineage of
David, since it was widely believed that the Messiah would be a descendant of the
lascivious king. So the genealogies were the first additions to be forged and added to
the Markan account. Although both Matthew and Luke had copies of Mark's gospel,
they did not know of each others efforts. Fortunately for those of us who value truth,
they were unable to conspire with each other to invent a consistent genealogy, and
the genealogies they forged contradict each other almost totally -- making it now
obvious that both authors were liars.”
Nativity by Frank R. Zindler American Atheists http://www.atheists.org/Nativity_The_origins_of_the_Birth_of_Je sus
A plain look at these two genealogies will give us the immediate impression that
someone has made a serious error.
Clearly there is a difference between these two genealogies. They both start with
David and they both end with Jesus, but the names in between are completely
different. There aren't even the same number of names in the two lists. They don't
even agree on who Joseph's father is.
If indeed there is an error it will cast serious doubt on the validity of the author’s
inspiration, message and hence on the validity of the Bible as a whole. After all, most
of us almost stake our whole life on the truthfulness and reliability of the Bible as
given by God himself. Both these books - Matthew and John - were written well within
the first century. During this period a large number of witnesses, who actually walked,
talked and known Jesus as a savior, friend or as an enemy were still alive. Hence we
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could very well surmise that there will be no conflict in these citations. But there is
serious disparity evident.
As in almost all other problems in the biblical criticism and historic accuracy, an in
depth study will reveal the extreme accuracy to details of the biblical narratives. It
most often turns out that the attributed error is the accuracy. Some of these
marvelous findings were established by archeologist as they unearthed new
documents and facts. Others were established merely by studying the Word in detail
by cross references and with knowledge of the culture and traditions of the period.
Most of our problem arises out of our ignorance of the people, place and the times
with which we are dealing. Fortunately in South Sudan, we have a culture which is
very much similar to the Jewish culture. The historical situation is also very similar to
the period of Judges, Kingdom and to the period of captivity of Israel and Judah. My
earlier studies in the culture of Kuku and other similar cultures (These studies are
found in the archives of the University of Juba, Sudan) have established the near
identity of South Sudanese cultures as to that of the Jewish cultures as though they
were fossilized for us.
Bible has been the subject of study by scholars in science, art and language for over
centuries. Every letter, word and statement was put under scrutiny with the latest
knowledge and tools and discoveries. The Bible does withstand the severest test.
These men were not Christians, but academicians and they studied the bible
objectively. Christian Theology is a secular field of study today. We are glad about it
as it opened up new visions of glory through it. No religion other than Christianity has
ever dared to go anywhere near such a state. (It was Jesus who said ‘Truth shall
make you free’) What most opponents of Christianity do is to borrow what the
theologians have studied as a problem and parade them as though these have never
been noticed. They simply take advantage of the ignorance of the average man. This
particular study was prompted by such an attempt made by the opponents of
Christian faith in the University of Juba Campus (1985) So far I have never been able
to come across one single original problem from among the writers of the opponents
of Christian faith. This is not surprising as they themselves have never taken time to
study the Bible objectively. They were eager to find fault rather than finding out the
truth. Our God is a God of perfection. When he reveals himself through history
progressively, he does not contradict himself and he cannot. Hence it is an absolute
necessity that Bible do not contradict within itself. An earlier revelation may be
perfected by a later one, but it can never be contradicted. It may be a fulfillment, a
perfecting or a new perspective. A God who contradicts himself is an unreliable God.
A prophet who annuls his earlier revelation is a false prophet and cannot be relied
upon. Bible assigns the punishment of stoning to death for those prophets.
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These are the two genealogies found in the Bible.
1.1 Genealogy of Jesus According to Matthew (The Genealogy of the King of
the Jews)

Mat 1:1 -11 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David,
the son of
Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
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and Jesse the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon,
whose mother had been Uriah's wife,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
Abijah the father of Asa,
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,
Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah,
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.
After the exile to Babylon:
Jeconiah
Shealtiel
Zerubbabel
Abihud
Eliakim
Azor
Zadok
Akim
Elihud
Eleazar
Matthan
Jacob
Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of
Jesus who is called the Messiah.
Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David (Patriachs),
ourteen from David to the exile to Babylon (Kings of Judah),
and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.(Ordinary people of the tribe of Judah)
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1.2 Genealogy of Jesus According to Luke - Jesus High Priest and First Born
of God - Incarnation.
Luke 3:23 - 38
Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his
ministry.
He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph
the son of Heli,
the son of Matthat,
the son of Levi,
the son of Melki,
the son of Jannai,
the son of Joseph,
the son of Mattathias,
the son of Amos,
the son of Nahum,
the son of Esli,
the son of Naggai,
the son of Maath,
the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semein,
the son of Josech,
the son of Joda,
the son of Joanan,
the son of Rhesa,
the son of Zerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel,
the son of Neri,
the son of Melki,
the son of Addi,
the son of Cosam,

6
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the son of Elmadam,
the son of Er,
the son of Joshua,
the son of Eliezer,
the son of Jorim,
the son of Matthat,
the son of Levi,
the son of Simeon,
the son of Judah,
the son of Joseph,
the son of Jonam,
the son of Eliakim,
the son of Melea,
the son of Menna,
the son of Mattatha,
the son of Nathan,
the son of David,
the son of Jesse,
the son of Obed,
the son of Boaz,
the son of Salmon,
the son of Nahshon,
the son of Amminadab,
the son of Ram,
the son of Hezron,
the son of Perez,
the son of Judah,
the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac,
the son of Abraham,
the son of Terah,
the son of Nahor,
the son of Serug,
the son of Reu,
the son of Peleg,
the son of Eber,
the son of Shelah,
the son of Cainan,
the son of Arphaxad,
the son of Shem,
the son of Noah,
the son of Lamech,
the son of Methuselah,
the son of Enoch,
the son of Jared,
the son of Mahalalel,
the son of Kenan,
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the son of Enosh,
the son of Seth,
the son of Adam,
the son of God.
The intermediate names of Luke from Nathan are not found in the Bible. So we will
have no means of verifying the generation list.
Thus Matthew begins with Abraham and ends with "the Christ" the Mesiah of the
Jews (Matthew 1:17); whereas Luke begins with "Jesus" the Savior of the world
(Luke 3:23) and so goes all the way back to God Himself. The total count from Adam
to Jesus is 77 generations

St.Augustine explains that the count of generations of 77, is the number symbolizing
the forgiveness of all sins. This count also agrees with the seventy generations from
Enoch set forth in the Book of Enoch. Luke may be working in the hebdomadic
principle of working in sevens. Iraneaus counts only 72 names. It was quite a
common practice to use these mnemonic methods for easy memorization.
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Rose window in Basilica of St. Denis, France depicting the ancestors of Christ from
Jesse onwards

South dome of inner narthex at Chora Church, Istanbul depicting the ancestors of
Christ from Adam onwards
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CHAPTER TWO
MATTHEW'S GENEALOGY
Mathew
Matthew wrote his gospel according to our present day biblical scholarship at around
50 A.D. Matthew as a disciple of Jesus and was with him for at least three years.
Matthew is also known as Levi and the occasion of his meeting with Jesus and how
he came to be a disciple can be found in the following references.
Mat 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax
collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
Mat 9:10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors
and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. Mat 10:2 These are the
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Mat 10:3 Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus,
and Thaddaeus; Mat 10:4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
Mark 2:14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax
collector's booth. "Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.
Mark 2:15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and
"sinners" were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed
him. Mark 3:16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the
name Peter); Mark 3:17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he
gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); Mark 3:18 Andrew,
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus,
Simon the Zealot Mark 3:19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
Luke 5:27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi
sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, Luke 5:28 and Levi got up, left
everything and followed him. Luke 5:29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at
his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with
them. Luke 6:13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose
twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:
Luke 6:14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip,
Bartholomew, Luke 6:15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was
called the Zealot, Luke 6:16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a
traitor.
So we can see that all the three gospels identify Matthew as one of the disciples.
Matthew identifies himself as the tax collector. (Tax collectors were outcasts of the
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Jewish community and were scorned at. So the other gospel writers omitted this
reference
Matthew who was deeply rooted in the Jewish traditions, addressed his gospel to the
Jews in dispersion around the world who were looking forward to a Messiah. He
wanted to show that Jesus was indeed the Messiah as foretold in the scriptures and
that he fulfilled all the rigid criteria that were laid down by the scriptures for the three
fold anointing of Prophet, Priest and King. Jews were highly conscious of their origin
from Abraham. "We are the children of Abraham" was the hallmark of the Jewish
nation. Hence Matthew starts off with Abraham and traces the line to David. Here is
the line of fourteen generations from Abraham to David. The same period of the Old
Testament period is covered by the Chronicler also and so we can double check
them
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Now Matthew gives a block of 14 generations from David to Captivity. We have these
generations enumerated to us in 1 Chronicles 3:4-5 and 10-18.
Here certainly there are discrepancies. So we need to do a little bit more research
into other parts of the Bible. From David onwards we have the lineage of Kings of
Judah. So there are secular sources and archeological evidences available to us. We
also can delve into secular history and give the period of their reign according to
modern historical assessments. A brief summary of their reign is given below [in
brackets] . The period of reign is only approximate within 10 years either way. The
present calculation quoted below is based on the date of Babylonian captivity from
secular sources. The calculations are made difficult because of the method of
reckoning used by various countries. But that is not our issue here.
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Not mentioned in Matthew's genealogy:
Ahaziah
Joash
Amaziah
[Ahaziah B.C 875 1 year
2 Ki. 8:25 2 Ki 8-10 2 Chr. 21-22 Also called Azariah and Jehoahaz]
1 Chr 3:11 cont. Jehoram his son, Ahaziah his son,
Joash his son,
[Joash B.C 869-829 40 years 2 Ki. 11:2 Called also as Jehoash.
Saved from his grand mother, Athalia by Jehosheba, his aunt. He became wicked
after the priest Jehoida’s death. He procured peace from King of Syria in return for
temple vessels. Prophecy against him is found in 2 Chr. 24:19, 20]
[Athalia’s usurpation B.C 947-908 6 years 2 Ki. 11:1]
Granddaughter of Omri; wife of Jehoram and mother of Ahaziah, encouraged their

16
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evil ways (2 Ki 8:18, 27; 2 Ch 22:2). At death of her husband Ahaziah, Athalia made
herself queen, killing all of her husband's sons but Joash who escaped, (2 Ki 11:1-3;
2 Ch 22:10-12); she was killed 6 years later when Joash was revealed (2 Ki 11:4-16;
2 Ch 23:1-15).]
1 Chr 3:12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son,
[Amaziah B.C 829-800 29 years
1 Ki. 14:1]

Not mentioned in Matthew's genealogy:
Jehoahaz
Jehoiachin
Zedekiah
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1 Chr 3:15 The sons of Josiah: Johanan the firstborn, Jehoiakim the second son,
Zedekiah the third, Shallum [Jehoahaz] the fourth,
[Jehoiakim, Josiah’s other son ruled for 11 years B.C 608-597]
[Jehoahaz B.C 608 (3 months)
2 Ki. 23:30 He was also called Shallum. Pharoah Nechoh, King of Egypt invaded the
Kingdom and took him captive to Egypt Jer. 22:10-12]
1 Chr 3:16 The successors of Jehoiakim: Jehoiachin his son, and Zedekiah.
[Jehoiachin, a successor of Josiah son of Jehoiakim to the throne ruled for 3 months
in B.C 597.
2 Ki. 24:6 He was also called Jeconiah or Coniah He was taken prisoner by the King
of Babylon and was confined within the Babylonian prison for 34 years. Read Jer.
52:31-34]
[Zedekiah also known as Mattaniah, Josiah’s son ruled for 11 years as a puppet of
Babylon.]

Here certainly there are discrepancies. So we need to do a little bit more research
into other parts of the Bible. From David onwards we have the lineage of Kings of
Judah. So there are secular sources and archealogical evidences available to us. We
also can delve into secular history and give the period of their reign according to
modern historical assessments. A brief summary of their reign is given below. The
period of reign is only approximate within 10 years either way. The present
calculation quoted below is based on the date of Babylonian captivity from secular
sources. The calculations are made difficult because of the method of reckoning
used by various countries. But that not our issue here
Here is the Chronicler’s version
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Now compare the Chronicler history with Matthews’s genealogy.
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The first 14 are a list of Patriachs.
The second list is a list of Kings (since David was the first king he could start that list also as some
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scholars do, which will make the repetition of Jeconiah being not repeated since he was only
3moths King of Judah. The third list is common people even though they are of royal legal line.

The statement of Mathew is specific
First section is from Abraham to David
Second section is from David to Captivity (not a person) which ends with Jechonia
who goes into captivity. King Jeconiah (a.k.a. Coniah and Jehoiachin) was the son of King

Jehoiakim and the grandson of King Josiah, and reigned 3 months and 10 days in 597 B.C. as King
of Judah only.

Third section is from Captivity to Jesus (again from captivity starts with Jechoniah)
Jeconiah is to be counted in both lists, since he lived both before and after the
captivity. So, there are literally 14 names listed 'from the captivity in Babylon until the
Christ,' just as Matthew says. There are also literally 14 names listed between David
and the captivity, just as Matthew claims (Matt. 1:6-12). Jeconiah went into captivity
so the second list ends with Jeconiah and the third list from captivity to Jesus starts
with Jeconiah again. But then three names of the decendants are omitted soon
after Jeconiah.

Numerology of David is 14 which is 7x2 = Double Perfection
One through Mathew’s Genealogy leading to Jesus King of the Jews
The other through Luke’s genealogy leading to Jesus Prophet and Priest

SEVEN:

Spiritual perfection and fullness or completion.

Mathew’s genealogy could be interpreted as the Saviours legal right to be the King of the Jews.
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Any one can see that six names are missing from the official list.
14 x 3? Why did Matthew do that?. Was it because he wanted to keep the list of
dynasty into fourteen generations from Abraham to David and another fourteen
generations from David to Captivity and another fourteen from Captivity to Jesus?
This ruse would not have been acceptable to any Jew versed in scriptures. Surely
Matthew would not try to do that trick and loose his credibility. Hence we should look
for the reasons elsewhere which are deep rooted in the Jewish scriptures and
traditions. Here are the three groups of three
Notice that David’s name is repeated. We notice that there are actually only 71
names. Why is David’s name repeated? One explanation is that Mathew is not
counting the names of the Kings on individual basis but on the basis of the period.
First period is from Abraham to David was the period when God was King over Israel
- the Period of Judges. Second Period is from Kingdom to exile, where the first King
in the line of David was David. As Judah rejected God, they were sent in captivity.
The third section starts from exile to rejection of Jesus as Mesiah. This could as well
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have been some sort of mnemonics common in those days when memorization was
important.

Let us look into the first three names that are missed out.
Who was Amaziah?

2 Ki 8:25-26 In the twelfth year of Joram son of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah son of
Jehoram king of Judah began to reign.
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Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem one year. His mother's name was Athaliah, a granddaughter of Omri king
of Israel. Athalia was a grand daughter of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel who needs
no special introduction to the Bible readers. These two names will cause a shudder
through the spine of every Jew, because of their evil acts. According to Deut 5:9 and
Ex. 34:7 and Num 14:18 God will punish the sins of the fathers unto the fourth
generation.
Deu 5:9 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God,
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and
fourth generation of those who hate me,

Thus the sins of Ahab and Jezebel were visited unto the fourth
generation.
Ahab >(1) Ahaziah -(2) Joash -(3) Amaziah -(4) Uzziah
Deu 5:1-2 Moses summoned all Israel and said: Hear, O Israel, the decrees and
laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to follow them. The
LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb.
Deu 5:6 -11 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land
of slavery.
"You shall have no other gods before me.
"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or
on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name."
"You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a
jealous God,
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me,
but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
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But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers...if then their
uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquity, then I will
remember my covenant with Jacob” (Leviticus 26:40-42).
In Ex 34 we read
Exo 34:6-7 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and
sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and
their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."
Again in Numbers 14 we read this proclamation of the passing Lord before Moses:
Num 14:18 'The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and
rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for
the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.'
Thus because of the great iniquities of Ahab and Jezebel, the punishment was
carried over through Athalia in unabated form. In the eyes of God these four
generations were counted unworthy of the throne of David.
Coniah’s Curse
Now we turn to the last of the Kings of Judah who were deleted from the dynasty.
2 Chr 36:9-10 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem three months and ten days. He did evil in the eyes of the
LORD.
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In the spring, King Nebuchadnezzar sent for him and brought him to Babylon,
together with articles of value from the temple of the LORD, and he made
Jehoiachin's uncle, Zedekiah, king over Judah and Jerusalem.

[There is a slight problem here with regard to the age at which Jehoiachin started to
reign. While 2 Chr. 36:9 quotes it as eight, 2 Ki. 24:8 puts it as eighteen.

8 or 18?

2 Ki 24:8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned
in Jerusalem three months. His mother's name was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan;
she was from Jerusalem.
This is probably because of the inability to distinguish the slight variation of numbers
8 and 18 in the original. eighteen could have been more probable because he must
have been married by then since 2 Ki. 24:15 mentions the king’s wives specifically.
But he did not have any children at that time as they are not mentioned in the list of
captives. He was probably impotent. Or was he 8 and had early marriage? This is
unlikely as child marriage was unknown among the Jews.]
So modern scholarship translates it as eighteen. The prophecy against Jeconiah
(Coniah) can be found in Jeremiah 22:24-30
Jer 22:24 -30 "As surely as I live," declares the LORD, "even if you, Jehoiachin son of
Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you
off. I will hand you over to those who seek your life, those you fear--to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to the Babylonians. I will hurl you and the
mother who gave you birth into another country, where neither of you was born, and
there you both will die. You will never come back to the land you long to return to." Is
this man Jehoiachin a despised, broken pot, an object no one wants?
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Why will he and his children be hurled out, cast into a land they do not know? O land,
land, land, hear the word of the LORD!
This is what the LORD says: "Record this man as if childless, a man who will not
prosper in his lifetime, for none of his offspring will prosper, none will sit on the throne
of David or rule anymore in Judah."

Coniah is formed by removing Je (the signet ring) from Jeconiah. Jeconiah means
Let Jehovah establish. The removal of the divine name is meant to show the
departure of God from Jeconiah's annointing as King.
There are three parts to the curse on Jeconiah (who is also called Jehoiachin or
Coniah):
•
•
•

that he would be childless (this is how the Hebrew text literally reads)
that he would not prosper in his lifetime
that none of his descendants would rule in Judah

Apparently there was a total reversal of these curses which probably indicates that
there is no sin which are not covered by a reversal by repentence. God remains
always as the loving father for every human being. Can we see this in this context? Is
there an explanation for the reversal?
https://sites.google.com/site/christanitystudies/home/the-problem-of-the-curse-on-jeconiah

The Scripture shows that in fact none of these took place.
https://jewsforjesus.org/answers/the-problem-of-the-curse-on-jeconiah-in-relation-tothe-genealogy-of-jesus-issues-prophecy/
Evidently Jesus could not be born in the lineage which was cut off by the Lord and be
the King in the line of David. The lineage and Royal blood line ended with Jeconiah.
The eighteen ( or is it eight? The documents are unclear here) year old Jeconiah was
carried away to Babylon by Nebucdnezzar and put in the dungeon of Babylon.
2 Ki 24:15 Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin captive to Babylon.
He also took from Jerusalem to Babylon the king's mother, his wives, his officials and
the leading men of the land.
See also 2 Chr. 36:10; Est. 2:6; Jer. 21:20 He was in the prison for 37 years
But:
2 Ki 25:27-30 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in
the year Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon, he released Jehoiachin from
prison on the twentyseventh day of the twelfth month.He spoke kindly to him and
gave him a seat of honor higher than those of the other kings who were with
him in Babylon.
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So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at
the king's table. Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long
as he lived.
At the end of these 37 years i.e. at the age probably of 55 years (or 45) he was
released from the prison by Evil Merodach. We notice that Jehoiachin was in the
dungeon all the days of his youth and came out at a very old age. He could not have
had any children at least until 45, till he came out of the dungeons of Babylon. Yet we
have a number of sons - seven - mentioned in Chronicles. He may have had
children after he came out of prison and was made King over kings. That is one
possibility
1 Chr 3:16-18 The successors of Jehoiakim: Jehoiachin his son, and
Zedekiah.
The descendants of Jehoiachin the captive: Shealtiel his son, Malkiram,
Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and Nedabiah.
How come this? Did Coniah had seven children?
“And the sons of Jeconiah; Assir, Salatheil his son, Malchiram also, and Pedaiah,
and Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.” 1 Chronicles 3.17-18:
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ ... Jeconiah begat Shealtiel ... And
Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called
Christ. Matthew 1:1-16
We notice that Jehoiachin was in the dungeon all the days of his youth and came out
at a very old age. He could not have had any children at least until 45, till he came
out of the dungeons of Babylon.
Even there we have a solution found in the tradition:
Sanhedrin 37b-38a states:
R. Johanan said: Exile atones for everything, for it is written, Thus saith the Lord,
write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days, for no man of his
seed shall prosper sitting upon the throne of David and ruling any more in Judah.
Whereas after he [the king] was exiled, it is written, And the sons of Jechoniah, -- the
same is Assir -- Shealtiel his son etc. Tradition indicates that Assir is same person
as Shealthiel
Assir = Shealthiel

[He was called] Assir, because his mother conceived him in prison. Shealtiel,
because God did not plant him in the way that others are planted. We know by
tradition that a woman cannot conceive in a standing position. [yet she] did conceive
standing.

GENEALOGY OF JESUS : PROF.M. M. NINAN

34

Yet we have a number of sons - seven - mentioned in Chronicles. He may have
had children after he came out of prison and was made King over kings. That is one
possibility.
There are other legal possibilities.
In order to understand this we need to look into the Jewish arrangement of
maintaining the name of a family through levirate custom.
 The Levirate Marriage System

The levirate system was a normal practice in most tribes and cultures from ancient
times. The specific commandment for this is found in Deuteronomy.
Deu 25:5-6 If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his
widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband's brother shall take her and
marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her. The first son she bears shall
carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name will not be blotted out from
Israel. This was not a new law. Lord confirmed and accepted the local practice in
this regard and validated it. The fact that this custom was prevalent can be found in
the case of Judah’s son in Gen 38:8-11.
Gen 38:8-11 Then Judah said to Onan, "Lie with your brother's wife and fulfill your
duty to her as a brother-in-law to produce offspring for your brother." But Onan
knew that the offspring would not be his; so whenever he lay with his brother's wife,
he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother.
What he did was wicked in the Lord's sight; so he put him to death also. Judah then
said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, "Live as a widow in your father's house until my
son Shelah grows up." For he thought, "He may die too, just like his brothers." So
Tamar went to live in her father's house.
The concept of brother in this context does not necessarily be interpreted only as
direct brother. From this comes the concept of Kinsman redeemer. This is shown in
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the story of Ruth (4:3-10) where Boaz is not the direct brother of Mahlon and Chillion,
but a close relative.
This practice is still found in the Southern Sudan and other Jewish like cultures. In
fact the dead man’s wife may take the nearest relative or if he refuses she may take
anyone from the family or even from the tribe. The children born from such relations
belong to her husband in name and in inheritance. These laws were made in order to
protect the rights of the women. There has to be someone to take care of the widows
and her rights to sexual satisfaction.
In Sudan where polygamy is prevalent, the master of the house may have several
wives, and some of them may be very young. These young women have their right of
life and this is guaranteed through levirate system. In some cases the elder son is
asked to take his father’s young widows as wives if the father’s brothers are old and
unfit for sexual relations. This arrangement also makes sure that the property
remains within the family and will not go out to others. The system of levirate was a
very powerful method of maintaining the family heritage and property.
Under the circumstances connected with Jeconiah it is therefore legitimate and
reasonable to assume that the children who are reckoned to be his are children out
of the levirate system. This is to be assumed also on the basis of Jeremiah’s
prophecy . We shall take up this again when we come to this in Luke’s genealogy.
Remember he was hardly a man when he was taken to prison. They don’t put men
and their wives together in any prison. In fact women are not put in prison even if
they are taken captive.
In God’s sight Coniah would be considered childless. God would not accept any
offspring of his –- even if he already had children. None of the fleshly descend of
Coniah could take the royal throne of David and so could not be Mesia. But the
curse is not carried on by the legal children born by levirate law.
But God gave back the signet ring to Zerubabel. Hence Zerubabbel was told:
"'On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel
son of Shealtiel,' declares the LORD, 'and I will make you like my signet ring, for I
have chosen you,' declares the LORD Almighty." Haggai 2:23
Though Zerubbabel did not sit on the throne as king, the fact that Haggai 2:23 uses
the same terminology as Jeremiah 22:24 showsing a reversal of the curse with
Zerubabbel.
We have to conclude that in Jeremiah 22:30, "in his lifetime" qualifies the following
phrases, and "for" explains that no descendant of his will prosper and rule during his
lifetime.
Jewish rabbianic scholars assert that the curse was reversed because of the
deportation and prison sentence were sufficient punishment. Further he must have
evidently repented.
Thus we have the possibility of solution as Jeconiah repented and God took him back
and the curses were voided.
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 Another solution :
Jeconiah repented and so God reversed the curse. All curses of God are
conditional to bring back the prodigal home
God changed his mind?
Yes that is it.
God wants his prodigal children to come back home. If they do, there will be a
great feast - best robes to put on, golden ring for finger, sandals for foot, fattened
calf and all the rest.
Leviticus 26:40-42:“But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their
fathers...if then their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for
their iniquity, then I will remember my covenant with Jacob”
Exodus 34:6-7 are not nullified by the generational migration of sin. “The Lord, the
Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin.”
Probably this is what happened here.
There are many Talmudic statements which asserts this stand.
The following are from:
https://jewsforjesus.org/answers/the-problem-of-the-curse-on-jeconiah-in-relation-tothe-genealogy-of-jesus-issues-prophecy/
https://www.doxa.ws/Messiah/Curse_Naz.html
https://ladderofjacob.com/2014/10/05/jeconiah/
http://graceandknowledge.faithweb.com/jeconiah.html

1. Sources stating that Jeconiah repented and so God reversed the
curse.
Sanhedrin 37b-38a
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R. Johanan said: Exile atones for everything, for it is written,
Thus saith the Lord, write ye this man childless, a man that
shall not prosper in his days, for no man of his seed shall
prosper sitting upon the throne of David and ruling any more
in Judah. Whereas after he [the king] was exiled, it is written,
And the sons of Jechoniah, — the same is Assir — Shealtiel
his son etc.(1) [He was called] Assir, because his mother
conceived him in prison. Shealtiel, because God did not plant
him in the way that others are planted. We know by tradition
that a woman cannot conceive in a standing position. [yet she]
did conceive standing. Another interpretation: Shealtiel,
because God obtained [of the Heavenly court] absolution
from His oath.(2)
(1) I Ch. III, 17. Notwithstanding the curse that he should be
childless and not prosper, after being exiled he was forgiven.
(2) Which He had made, to punish Jechoniah with
childlessness.
–Soncino Talmud edition, with selected footnotes

Pesikta de-Rab Kahana (5th c.)
I accepted the repentance of Jeconiah: shall I not accept your
repentance? A cruel decree had been imposed upon
Jeconiah: Scripture says, This man Coniah is a despised,
shattered image (‘sb) (Jer. 22:28), for Jeconiah, according to
R. Abba bar Kahana, was like a man’s skull (‘sm) which once
shattered is utterly useless, or according to R. Helbo, like a
wrapper of reed matting that dates are packed in, which, once
emptied, is utterly useless. And Scripture goes on to say of
Jeconiah: He is a vessel that none reaches for with delight
(ibid.), a vessel, said R. Hama bar R. Hanina, such as a urinal;
or a vessel, said R. Samuel bar Nahman, such as is used for
drawing off blood. [These comments on Jeconiah derive from]
R. Meir’s statement: The Holy One swore that He would raise
up no king out of Jeconiah king of Judah. Thus Scripture: As I
live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim . . .
were the signet on a hand, yet by My right, I would pluck thee
hence (Jer. 22:24), words by which God was saying,
explained R. Hanina bar R. Isaac, “Beginning with thee,
Jeconiah, I pluck out the kingship of the house of David.” It is
to be noted, however, that the Hebrew for “pluck thee” is not
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as one would expect ‘tkk, but the fuller and less usual ‘tknk,
which may also be rendered “mend thee”–that is, mend thee
by thy repentance. Thus in the very place, [the kingship],
whence Jeconiah was plucked, amends would be made to
him: [his line would be renewed].
R. Ze’era said: I heard the voice of R. Samuel bar Isaac
expounding from the teacher’s chair a specific point
concerning Jeconiah, but I just cannot remember what it was.
R. Aha Arika asked: Did it perhaps have some connection
with this particular verse — Thus saith the Lord: Write ye this
man childless, a man [who] will not prosper in his days (Jer.
22:30)? “Yes, that’s it!” said R. Ze’era. Thereupon R. Aha
Arika went on to give R. Samuel bar Isaac’s interpretation of
the verse: In his days Jeconiah, so long as he is childless, will
not prosper, but when he has a son, then he will prosper by
his son’s prosperity.
R Aha bar Abun bar Benjamin, citing R. Abba bar R. Papi,
said: Great is the power of repentance, which led God to set
aside an oath even as it led Him to set aside a decree.
Whence the proof that a man’s repentance led Him to set
aside the oath He made in the verse As I live, saith the Lord,
though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim were the signet on a
hand, yet by My right, I would pluck thee hence (Jer. 22:24)?
The proof is in the verse where Scripture says [of one of
Jeconiah’s descendants] In that day, saith the Lord of hosts,
will I take thee, O Zerubbabel . . . the son of Shealtiel . . . and
will make thee as a signet (Haggai 2:23). And the proof that a
man’s repentance led God to set aside a decree He issued in
the verse Thus saith the Lord: Write ye this man childless, etc.
(Jer. 22:30)? The proof is in the verse where Scripture says,
The sons of Jeconiah — the same is Asir — Shealtiel his son,
etc. (1 Chron. 3:17). R. Tanhum bar Jeremiah said: Jeconiah
was called Asir, “one imprisoned,” because he had been in
prison (‘asurim); and his sons called “Shealtiel” because he
was like a sapling, newly set out (hustelah), through whom
David’s line would be continued.
R. Tanhuma said: Jeconiah was called Asir, “imprisoned,”
because God imprisoned Himself by His oath in regard to him;
and Jeconiah’s son was called Shealtiel, “God consulted,”
because God consulted the heavenly court, and they
released Him from His oath.

38

GENEALOGY OF JESUS : PROF.M. M. NINAN

–Yale Judaica edition translated by William G. Braude and Israel J.
Kapstein (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1975), pp.
376-77. Bracketed portions are Braude and Kapstein’s explanations.

Leviticus Rabbah XIX:6 (5th-6th c.)
The Holy One, blessed be He, then said: ‘In Jerusalem you
did not observe the precept relating to issues, but now you
are fulfilling it,’ as it is said, As for thee also, because of the
blood of thy covenant I send forth thy prisoners out of the pit
(Zech. IX, 11) [which means], You have remembered the
blood at Sinai, and for this do ‘I send forth thy prisoners’. R.
Shabbethai said: He [Jeconiah] did not move thence before
the Holy One, blessed be He, pardoned him all his sins.
Referring to this occasion Scripture has said: Thou art all fair,
my love, and there is no blemish in thee (S.S. IV, 7). A
Heavenly Voice went forth and said to them: ‘Return, ye
backsliding children, I will heal your backslidings’ (Jer. III, 22).
–Soncino Midrash Rabbah vol. 4, p. 249

Pesikta Rabbati, Piska 47 (6th-7th c.)
R. Joshua ben Levi, however, argued as follows: Repentance
sets aside the entire decree, and prayer half the decree. You
find that it was so with Jeconiah, king of Judah. For the Holy
One, blessed be He, swore in His anger, As I live, saith the
Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim kind of Judah were
the signet on a hand, yet by My right — note, as R. Meir said,
that it was by His right hand that God swore — I would pluck
thee hence (Jer. 22:24). And what was decreed against
Jeconiah? That he die childless. As is said Write ye this man
childless (Jer. 22:30). But as soon as he avowed penitence,
the Holy One, blessed be He, set aside the decree, as is
shown by Scripture’s reference to The sons of Jeconiah —
the same is Assir — Shealtiel his son, etc. (1 Chron. 3:17).
And Scripture says further: In that day . . . will I take thee, O
Zerubbabel . . . the son of Shealtiel . . . and will make thee as
a signet (Haggai 2:23). Behold, then how penitence can set
aside the entire decree!
–Yale Judaica edition translated by William G. Braude (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1968), vol. 2, p. 797.
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Numbers Rabbah XX:20 (date uncertain; 9th c.?)
…no sooner had they repented, than the danger was averted,
And the Lord repented of the evil (ib. XXXII, 14). And so in
many places. For example, He said about Jekoniah: For no
man of his seed shall prosper (Jer. XXII, 30) and it says, I will
overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the
strength of the kingdoms of the nations . . . In that day, saith
the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, My servant,
the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make thee as a
signet (Hag. II, 22 f.). Thus was annulled that which He had
said to his forefather, viz. As I live, saith the Lord, though
Coniah the son of Jehoiakim King of Judah were the signet
upon My right hand, yet I would pluck thee thence (Jer. XXII,
24).
–Soncino Midrash Rabbah vol 6, pp. 812-13

Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg, on Jeremiah 22:30 (20th c.)
In this, too, no man of his seed shall prosper, namely that no
one will occupy the throne of David nor rule in Judah.
Although we find that Zerubbabel, his great grandson, did
rule over Judah upon the return of the exiles, the Rabbis
(Pesikta d’Rav Kahana p. 163a) state that this was because
Jehoiachin repented while in prison. They state further:
Repentance is great, for it nullifies a person’s sentence, as it
is stated: ‘Inscribe this man childless.’ But since he repented,
his sentence was revoked and turned to the good, and he
said to him, “I will take you, Zerubbabel, and I will make you a
signet” (Haggai 2:23). They state further: Said Rabbi Johanan:
Exile expiates all sins, as it is said: “Inscribe this man
childless,” and after he was exiled, it is written: ‘(1 Chron.
3:17) And the sons of Jeconiah, Assir, Shealtiel his
son’–[Redak].
–A. J. Rosenberg, Jeremiah: A New English Translation (New York:
Judaica Press, 1985), vol. 1 p. 185. “Redak” is an acronym for Rabbi
David Kimchi (13th c.), whose opinion Rosenberg cites.

Encyclopedia Judaica
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Even the decree that none of his descendants would ascend
the throne (Jer. 22:30) was repealed when Zerubbabel was
appointed leader of the returned exiles (cf. Sanh. 37b-38a).
–“Jehoiachin” (9:1319).

2. Sources stating that the Messiah will descend from Jeconiah.
Tanhuma Genesis, Toledot (8th-9th c.)
Scripture alludes here to the verse Who art thou, O great
mountain before Zerubbabel? Thou shalt become a plain
(Zech. 4:7). This verse refers to the Messiah, the descendant
of David. . . .From whom will the Messiah descend? From
Zerubbabel.
–Midrash Tanhuma-Yelammedenu, translated by Samuel A. Berman
(Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 1996), p. 182.

Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg on Jeremiah 22:24 (20th c.)
Malbim calls to our attention that in the prophecy of Haggai
(2:23), God says, “On that day I will take you, Zerubbabel,
and I will make you like a signet,” for the King Messiah will be
like a signet ring on God’s right hand, so to speak. Just as the
name of the owner of the ring is engraved on his signet ring,
through which he makes himself known, so will God’s name
be known in the world through the King Messiah, through
whom His miracles will be known. He says here that, though,
in the future, Coniah will be the signet on My right hand, for
the Messiah will spring from his seed, now I will remove him
from there.
–Ibid., p. 183. Malbim is an acronym for Meir Loeb ben Jehiel Michale, a
19th c. rabbi and commentator. 22:24.

Jewish Encyclopedia
Jehoiachin’s sad experiences changed his nature entirely,
and as he repented of the sins which he had committed as
king he was pardoned by God, who revoked the decree to the
effect that none of his descendants should ever become king
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(Jer. xxii.30; Pesik., ed. Buber, xxv. 163a, b): he even
became the ancestor of the Messiah (Tan., Toledot, 20 [ed.
Buber, i. 140]).
–Louis Ginzberg, “Jehoiachin,” vol. 7 p. 84.
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CHAPTER THREE
LUKE'S GENEALOGY ADAM TO DAVID
Luke was a physician, who was widely traveled and well placed in society. He was
probably a doctor who traveled in the ships. He knew many well placed aristocrats as
is indicated in his addressing of the gospel and the book "Acts of the Apostles" to the
most excellent Theophilos. Theophilos mentioned here is considered to be Titus
Flavious of Clement of Rome who was a cousin of Emperor Domitian who ruled from
AD 95 onwards. Falvious was the Roman Consul and was later martyred along with
his wife Domitilla for being Christians. It can therefore be deducted that he had very
high connections. We have no records to show that he ever met Jesus while Jesus
was alive. He was probably a Jew in dispersion and was a free man of great wealth.
Luke had a scientific outlook, which is to be expected from a physician. He has
written his books after serious research into the events as he claims in his
introduction
Luke 1:1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us, Luke1:2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from
the first were eye witnesses and servants of the word. Luke 1:3 Therefore, since I
myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good
also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, Luke 1:4
so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
He had known and read all the existing documents on the life of Jesus which were
written by people who had seen and heard and lived with Jesus. Luke accordingly
may not be considered as an eyewitness. But he had taken the pains to do extensive
research in the life of Jesus before embarking upon the venture. The gospel itself
clearly exemplifies this claim. Many of the personal stories of Mary, Joseph, disciples,
women and other gentile people are given in greater depth and detail in Luke.
Why did Luke take up the writing, since there were an abundance of such documents.
The reason is also given in the introduction so that you may know the certainty of
things you have been taught." Earlier documents were written by eyewitnesses as
personal anecdotes and memoirs and were not comprehensive enough to be
presented as a gospel to the gentile world. Others were all personal documents and
were written essentially by the Jews and for the Jews. Luke was writing to the
gentiles who did not understand the Jewish traditions and customs. Legalism of the
Jews and the custom of counting the lineage by legal right whether by levirate
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marriage or by kinsman-redeemer marriage or even ghost marriage was not
understood by outsiders. Hence it is natural for him to adopt the blood relation as the
basis of tracing the lineage.
ADAM TO ABRAHAM In tracing the lineage, he traces the lineage back to Adam and
to God.
Luke 3:34 -38 Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, the son of Serug, the
son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, the son of Cainan,
the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, the son
of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of
Kenan, the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.
Notice that Adam was the son of God. It is this right that Adam lost when he fell from
grace. Jesus came to redeem Adamic race to its original grace and glory. The blood
that runs, runs right through Adam to Abraham in accordance with the Old Testament
patriarchal line.
1Chr1 :1 Adam, Seth, Enosh, 1Chr1:2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 1Chr1:3 Enoch,
Methuselah, Lamech, Noah. 1Chr1:4 The sons of Noah: Shem, Ham and Japheth.
1Chr1:24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 1Chr1:25 Eber, Peleg, Reu,
1Chr1:26 Serug, Nahor, Terah 1Chr1:27 and Abram (that is, Abraham).
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We notice that one name is missing in the Old Testament series which is found in
Luke’s genealogy. Cainan is the son of Arphaxad and Shelah is the son of Cainan
according to Luke; while in the Chronicle this name is not found. However in Hebrew
traditional lineage this name can be found. It is found in the Septuagint Version. Why
was this name not in our Bible and found in Septuagint and tradition? The name
Cainan is found in several key papyri (X A B LT D A P) manuscript copies and also in
the Septuagint (LXX). Remembering that Septuagint was the independent work os
seventy rabinnic scholars, their witness cannot be neglected. But we need to explain
wny it was not mentioned in the Old Testament. It certainly indicate the scholarship
of Luke.
Again we have to look back into Hebrew tradition. If a person died when they are very
young before they have a chance to establish a name for himself, the child born to
them will be known as the child of the living grandfather.
This practice is echoed in the book of Ruth where Ruth’s son Obed is referred to as
the son of Naomi. Ruth 14:7. If the son of Arphaxad, Cainan died very young after
begetting Shelah, the Jews would refer him as the son of Arphaxad and not as the
son of Cainan. Cainan will not be practically referred to in any legal documents, since
he died before he established himself and legally took possession of the properties
and rights as a son. But this will not be acceptable to the gentile world where actual
parenthood is always counted. Thus it is interesting that Luke brings his name into
the line.
Another reason for omitting Cainan can be found in the character of Cainan as
shown in “Patriarchal Age: or, the History and Religion of Mankind” (1854), by
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George Smith. He says: "It is remarkable that, notwithstanding the omission of the
name of Cainan from the Hebrew text, and the consequent general rejection of him
by historians, there are more traditions preserved of him than of his son Salah. 'The
Alexandrine Chronicle derives the Samaritans from Cainan; Eustachius Antiochenus,
the Saggodians; George Syncellus, the Gaspheni; Epiphanius the Cajani. Besides
the particulars already mentioned, it is said Cainan was the first after the flood who
invented astronomy (astrology), and that his sons made a god of him, and
worshipped his image after his death. The founding of the city of Harran in
Mesopotamia is also attributed to him; which, it is pretended, is so called from a son
he had of that name.' -Anc. Univ. Hist., vol. i, p. 96, note."
ABRAHAM TO DAVID
Luke3 :32-34 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of
Salmon, the son of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son
of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac,
the son of Abraham.
Mat 1:1-6 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judah and
his brethren; and Judah begat Perez and Zerah of Tamar; and Perez begat Hezron;
and Hezron begat Ram; and Ram begat Amminadab; and Amminadab begat
Nahshon; and Nahshon begat Salmon; and Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab; and Boaz
begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; and Jesse begat David the king. And
David begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Uriah; Here both Matthew’s
lineage coincides with that of Luke’s.
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE KING OF THE JEWS
Matthew’s Royal Line
However the line branches off after David. Matthew traces the royal line through
Solomon to Joseph. Joseph is the legal heir to the throne of David and as the legal
son according to levirate or ghost marriage custom Jesus is the King of the Jews.
Thus when Jesus claimed that he is the King of the Jews he was the rightful King in
the line of David. Since Jesus is still alive Jesus is the rightful KING OF THE JEWS.
Through believing in Jesus so are the believers.
John1:12 -13 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God- children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.
1Pet2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood So the declaration of
the wise men were exactly right.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, Wise-men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and are come to worship him. And
when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. (Mat
2:1-3)

Mat27:11Mean while Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him,
"Are you the king of the Jews? ""Yes, it is as you say,"Jesus replied.
Mat27:28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
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Mat27:29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They
put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him."Hail, king of the
Jews!" they said.
Mat27:37Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.

IESVS·NAZARENVS·REX·IVDÆORVM

Here is the rightful King in the line of David. Mat 1:16 and Jacob begat Joseph the
husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.

Here the verb has changed from "egennesen" = "begat", to "egennethe" =" was born",
signifying the idea of being born of the woman, Mary and not begotten of the man,
Joseph.
The Royal line is always passed on through the male legal child in the Jewish
tradition. The Mathew tradition follows this legitimate line.
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John 18:37 Pilate therefore said to him, "So you are a king?"
Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this reason I have been
born, and for this reason I have come into the world, that I should testify to the truth."

Luke on the other hand traces the blood line through another son of David viz.
Nathan. While Solomon was the heir to the throne, Nathan was the spiritual heir to
David.
2 Sam 5:13- 14 After he left Hebron , David took more concubines and wives in
Jerusalem, and more sons and daughters were born to him. And these are the
names of those that were born unto him in Jerusalem: Shammua, and Shobab, and
Nathan, and Solomon
1Chr 3: and these were born unto him in Jerusalem: Shimea, and Shobab, and
Nathan, and Solomon, four, of Bath-shua the daughter of Ammiel;
Luke goes on to trace this line until captivity to Neri thus in backwards:
Luke3:28-31 Neri, the son of Melki, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of
Elmadam, the son of Er, the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the
son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, the son of Melea, the son of Menna,
the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David,
There is no problem in this line so far.
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As we come to captivity, the social conditions were in turmoil as far as the Jewish
people were concerned. Judah was taken into captivity by the Babylonian Empire
under Nebuchadnezzar. The temple was destroyed and its bronze and silver and
gold were taken away. Its royalty were made captive and taken as slaves. King
Jeconiah was put in prison. Many were put to death and only the poor remained in
the land.
2Ki 24:13 - 14 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of Jehovah,
and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold, which
Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of Jehovah, as Jehovah had said.
And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of
valor, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths; none
remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.
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The story of Judah restarts in Babylonian country side, among the prison cells and
among the slave dwellings. The Jews clung to their great traditions and struggled to
maintain the heritage and family names. As a result they had to resort to levirate
customs, kinsman redeemer customs and to Zelophahad customs (We shall deal
with these as it comes) . Without these it was impossible to continue the family
unbroken. There were few men left with vast number of women who were mostly
widows or separated from husbands. It is with this in mind that we should approach
the lineage problems and we will see how beautifully it will fall in place.
Here is the structure as it appears in Luke:
Luke3:23-27 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his
ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli, the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melki, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, the
son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of
Naggai, the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of
Josech, the son of Joda, the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son
of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri.
Here is how it appears in Matthew:
Mat 1:11-16 and Josiah begat Jechoniah and his brethren, at the time of the
carrying away to Babylon.
And after the carrying away to Babylon, Jechoniah begat Shealtiel; and Shealtiel
begat Zerubbabel; and Zerubbabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and
Eliakim begat Azor; and Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim
begat Eliud; and Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan
begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus, who is called Christ.
Jeconiah, Neri and Shaelthiel
Matthew gives the name of Shealthiel as the son of Jeconiah while Luke gives the
name as Neri. Both give the name of Zerubabel as the son of Shealthiel. So we
cannot put them as two distinct Shealthiels and Zerubabel. That will be pushing the
matter too much
However the problem is solved with the assumption of levirate custom.
Jeconiah was carried away as a prisoner and his queen was also taken as captive.
But it is unlikely that she was put in prison with the King. Women were never
considered important enough to be put in prison and that would have been
considered improper Babylonian culture. It is therefore normal to expect her to follow
the levirate custom as the King was in the Babylonian prison and unable to procreate
and keep his name in the tribe. There was no knowing whether he would ever come
out of the prison alive. But he did after 37 years. I would place him at 55 years old
when he was released. So it is quite reasonable to assume that Neri took the Queen
and begat children for Jeconiah. Neri was of the same tribe and family of David and
therefore the Kinsman of Jeconiah.
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One tradition states that the royal family of King Jeconiah and his wife, Queen Tamar,
were the royal Jewish family in exile. They were the last royalty that were appointed
by the Jewish people. Their son, Prince Zedekiah died prematurely at an young age,
so the “King” adopted Queen Tamar’s seven sons by a prior marriage or by the
levirate marriage since Jechoniah was in prison with Prince Neriah, of the non-royal
House of Nathan; This made all of them legal heirs to the throne of Solomon

Shealtiel (Salathiel), Eldest Son assumed the title of the 2nd Exilarch (“ruler of the
Jews in exile”) from his adopted father, King Jeconiah The other sons
were, Malchriam, Pedaiah, Shenazzur, Jekamiah, Hoshama and Nedabiah.
Shealtiel’s first born son, was Zerubabbel.
3.4.2 Shealthiel, Pediah and Zerubabel
However the problem does not end there. 1 Chronicle gives the house of David as
follows:
1Chr3 :17-20 The descendants of Jehoiachin the captive: Shealtiel his son, and
Malchiram, and Pedaiah, and Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.
And the sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel, and Shimei.
And the sons of Zerubbabel: Meshullam, and Hananiah; and Shelomith was their
sister; and Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed,
five.
The family according to this list is as follows: Jeconiah - Pediah - Zerubabel

GENEALOGY OF JESUS : PROF.M. M. NINAN

54

Zerubabel means Seed Of Babel others translate it as Heated By Babylon.
Accordingly Shealthiel did not have a son called Zerubabel.

Zerubabel was the son of Pediah one of Shealthiel’s brothers. But that is easily
explained in terms of the levirate custom.
But the names of Abiud and Rhesa are not there. Here again the same situation
exists. While both Matthew and Luke put Shealthiel as the father of Zerubabel,
Chronicler puts Pediah as the father of Zerubabel. Pediah is one of the brothers of
Shealthiel. The conclusion is very clear. Pediah died without children probably very
early and Shealthiel his brother went into his wife to provide children for him. Thus
chronicler, being a legal man follows the Pediah line (legal son), while Zerubabel was
actually the son of Shealthiel. Luke following the blood line follows Zerubabel to
Shealthiel. Matthew following the Royal line also accepts Shealthiel because
Shealthiel as the older brother (first born) was the legal heir to the throne of David.
Prince Shealthiel was a towering figure in the period of captivity and Shealthiel the
next in line who became the governor of Judah and was universally accepted as the
son of Shealthiel. (For references to Shealthiel also called Salathiel please read 1
Chr. 3:17; Ezra 3:2,8; Neh. 12:11 ; Hag. 1:1,12,14; 2:2,23. for references to
Zerubbabel please read Ezra 1-5; Hag. 1:12-14; Neh 12)
Ezra begins with Cyrus the Great entrusting the Temple vessels to
Sheshbazzar "prince of Judah". This apparently important figure then disappears
from the story almost entirely, and Zerubbabel is abruptly introduced as the main
figure. Both are called governors of Judah and are both credited with laying the
foundation of the Temple. A number of explanations have been proposed, including:
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(1) the two are the same person;
(2) Sheshbazzar was in fact Shenazzar, Zerubabbel's uncle (mentioned in
Chronicles);
(3) Sheshbazzar began the work and Zerubbabel finished it

... And the sons of Zerubbabel; Meshullam, and Hananiah, and Shelomith their sister:
and Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed, five.(1 Chr.
3:19-20)
The missing names are not much of a problem because in those days people had
several names and these names must have been aliases of the children of Zerubabel.
Abiud and Rhesa must have been for all practical reasons the two sons from among
the five. These names however do not appear as such anywhere else and we have
therefore no way of confirming the assumption.
Anne, Heli and Mary
Heli was first born of Matthat-thrice (Matthat who married thrice) and was killed by
the order of Herod the Great in about 17 BC "for sedition". Joseph of Arimathea,
who was born by Rachel of Arimathea to Matthat-thrice, a son of Levi ben Melchi,
was the half-brother of "Heli", the father of the Virgin Mary. This Heli, like Joseph of
Arimathea, was a supplier of metal for all uses that were shipped from Wales, Ireland
and France to the Middle East.
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If we take this possibility of Jechoniah’s wife taking Neri the cousin of the tribe of
Judah but in the line of Solomon’s brother Nathan giving birth to seven children for
Jeconiah of which Zerubabel was the eldest both the Mathew’s genealogy and
Luke’s genealogy will fit perfectly
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After Zerubabel the Jospeh’s line and Mary’s line splits again until they meet at the
taking of Mary by Joseph.
3.4.3 The Zelophehad custom: Joseph, Heli and Mary
Again when we reach the pinnacle of the tree, Luke claims that Joseph is the son of
Heli while Matthew puts Joseph as the son of Jacob. There is no mention of Mary
being the daughter of Heli here. However The Jewish Talmud, in the Gemara,
mentions that the father of Mary was Heli. Chagigah 77:4. This has been the stand of
traditional scholars of the church. Yet we have to reconcile why Mary’s name is not
mentioned and how Luke could state that Joseph was the son of Heli.
Here we have to call for another adoption custom which is widely practiced all over
the world. In this custom if a family had no male offspring to provide a lineage, one of
the husbands of the girls may be adopted to the heir of the family. They will then be
legal heir to the family titles. Heli, having only daughters and no sons had adopted
Joseph according to the law of Zelophahad. This mode of marriage is confirmed by
God during the division of Palestine by Moses.
Num 27:1-8 Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the
son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh
the son of Joseph; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, and
Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar
the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, at the door of the tent of
meeting, saying, Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not among the
company of them that gathered themselves together against Jehovah in the
company of Korah: but he died in his own sin; and he had no sons. Why should the
name of our father be taken away from among his family, because he had no son?
Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father. And Moses brought
their cause before Jehovah. And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, The
daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an
inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of
their father to pass unto them.
Num 36:6 This is the thing which Jehovah doth command concerning the daughters
of Zelophehad, saying, Let them be married to whom they think best; only into the
family of the tribe of their father shall they be married.
Joseph being the family of Judah and of David was therefore adopted in accordance
with the law. Hence though Heli was the father of Mary, Joseph the son of Jacob
became the son of Heli by adoption.
This conclusion is justified because Bible does speak of the sisters of Mary and there
is no mention of her having any brothers.
Jn 19:25 -26 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.
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When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved,
he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!
Mary certainly had a sister, but her name is not given. It is unlikely that Mary had a
brother, since Jesus had to give the care of his mother to a cousin brother. If a
brother of Mary was alive then she will be cared for by him under normal
circumstances.
The explanation given above explains all generations and relations in a perfect
harmonious way and fits in the gospel narrative and purposes correctly. However
Luke does not specifically mentions Mary as the daughter of Heli but follows the male
lineage to zelohophad custom adopted son Joseph. Jewish tradition (Juchasin, fol.
55. 2), is that ‘the family of the mother is not called a family. Because of this others
have tried alternate explanations which are clumsy and seemingly forced. I give
below a few which I have come across.
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The next chart will give a little more detailed analysis with approximate dates. CE is
the year from the date of creation a Biblical Chronology which I have worked out. The
modern calendar year marked BC (Before Christ) is the approximate year as
calculated by chronologists and archeologists and is taken from Unger's Bible
Dictionary. Since they are calculated by different techniques they may not exactly
tally with the Biblical Chronology. But generally they do concur.
As we can see the problem which is normally insoluble is easily understood, once we
become familiar with the culture of the country.
The whole study reveals the magnificent fulfillment to the letter of the prophecy of
Isaiah: Isa 11:1 And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a
branch out of his roots shall bear fruit.
[ The royal line became a stump, cut out with Jeconiah, from his roots a Branch will
bear fruit
[ A branch from the root itself through Nathan joined together with the stump through
levirate and Zelophahad customs]
Isa 11:2 And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of Jehovah. Jesus the Christ. O the wonder of the Word of God!
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CHAPTER FIVE
THE BROTHERS OF JESUS

The following are the references to the brothers and sisters of Jesus under issue.
Matthew 13:55 "Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and
his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?"
Four names are mentioned James. Joses, Simon, Judas.
Matthew 27:56 "Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children."
Mary is identified as the "Mother" of James and Joses. However Mary is not directly
called the mother of Jesus himself.
Mark 3:31 "There came then His Brethren and His Mother, and standing without,
sent unto Him calling Him."
Mark 6:3 "Is not this the carpenter, the Son of Mary, the Brother of James, and
Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were
offended at him."
Here Jesus is called the Carpenter and the names of his mother and brothers are
specifically mentioned. He also had sisters . The problem is does the word
Brother really mean brethren?
Mark 15:40 "There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome;"
Mark 16:1 "And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Mother
of James, and Salome, had brought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint
Him."
Matthew 1:24-25 "Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him, and took unto him HIS WIFE: And knew her not Until she had
brought forth her firstborn Son: and he called His name, Jesus!"
He 'Knew her' not (didn't have physical sexual union with her) until she had brought
forth her Firstborn, Jesus.
From this statement, it is clear that He knew her (in the biblical sense) AFTER the
birth of Jesus.
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Matthew 12:46 "While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his
brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him."
John 2:12 "After this He went down to Capernaum, He, and His Mother, and His
Brethren, and His disciples: and they continued there not many days."
John 7:3-5 "His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea,
that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. For there is no man that
doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do
these things, shew thyself to the world. For neither did his brethren believe in
him."
Again, we can see clearly that even Jesus's brothers did not believe Him as the
Mesia - not even his Mother - who thought that He had Schizophrenia.
Acts 1:14 "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren."
Galatians 1:19 "But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's
brother."
The Greek word referred in all the above verses is adelphos. Delphys is the Greek
word for womb (the words dolphin and Delphi derive from this meaning), so adelphos
would literally mean (those) from the womb in this context.
The term Desposyni (from the Greek δεσπόσυνοι, plural of δεσπόσυνος, meaning "of
or belonging to the master or lord" ) was derived from it and refers to alleged blood
relatives of Jesus. These adelphos continues to appear within the Church as it was
being formed indicating that they were now believers in his Mesiaship. They held
respectable position within the church is evident There is an alternate word used in
Greek that refers to kinsman, relatives, or cousins, viz. suggenes or suggeneia .
"And at the end of the same epistle he adds these words: "Matthan, who was
descended from Solomon, begat Jacob. And when Matthan was dead, Melchi, who
was descended from Nathan begat Eli by the same woman. Eli and Jacob were thus
uterine brothers. Eli having died childless, Jacob raised up seed to him, begetting
Joseph, his own son by nature, but by law the son of Eli. Thus Joseph was the son of
both." Eusebius of Caesarea, Historia Ecclesiae, 1:7:11, 1:7:13-14
"Jesus had "brothers and sisters", as reported in Mark 6:3 and Matthew
13:55-56. The canonical Gospels name four brothers, James, Joseph (Joses),
Judas and Simon, but only James is known to history, though some associate
Simeon of Jerusalem with Simon the brother of Jesus. After Jesus' death, James,
"the Lord's brother", was the head of the congregation in Jerusalem and Jesus'
relatives may have held positions of authority in the surrounding area" ("Jerusalem."
Cross, F. L., ed. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. New York: Oxford
University Press. 2005)
"Eusebius has also preserved an extract from a work by Hegesippus (c.110-c.180),
who wrote five books (now lost except for some quotations by Eusebius) of
Commentaries on the Acts of the Church. The extract refers to the period from the
reign of Domitian (81-96) to that of Trajan (98-117), includes the statement that two
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Desposyni brought before Domitian later became leaders of the churches: "
(Eseubius - Bibliotheca Augustana)
James, the Lord's brother, to whom Jesus appeared after resurrection was, with
Peter, and was an honored leader of the church in Jerusalem and, when Peter left,
he became the first Bishop of Jerusalem. and presided over the First Ecuminical
Council of Jerusalem. Hegesippus reports that he was executed by the Sanhedrin
in A.D 62.

This leaves us with three possibilites
Possibility 1
The brothers of Jesus were the children born to Joseph and Mary after the birth of
Jesus. These were "uterine brothers" - born from the same womb.

Hence they were Jesus' actual brothers, that is, half brothers (taking into account
Jesus was born in the Spirit without Joseph), sons of Joseph and Mary and therefore
younger than Jesus
A recreation of Jesus' family tree based on references from the New Testament and
the ancient historians Josephus and Eusebius. as given in
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/jesus/tree.html
“When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spiritc When Joseph awoke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus” (Mt.
1:18, 24, 25).
Tertullian (c. 160 – c. 225 AD), Hegesippus (c. 110 — c. April 7, 180 AD), and
Helvidius were the main proponents of this theme.
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This tract of Helvidius appeared in A.D. 383. Saint Jerome (340-420 A.D.) wrote
against Helvidius.The Ebonites of the first century obviously interpreted
adelphoi as full biological brothers, since they did not believe in the virgin birth of
Jesus. Saint Epiphanius of Salamis (310-403 A.D.) wrote against Helvidius
Jesus and His World by John J Rousseau and Rami Arav � Augsberg Fortress 1995

Helvidius, made five arguments to prove that the Virgin Mary bore children after she
bore our Lord Jesus Christ,
and these are as follows:
• First Mt. 1:18, 25, asserts only that Joseph did not have sexual relations with Mary
only until the birth of her first born Jesus. Hence it assumes that she no longer
remained a Virgin, but had marital relationships with Joseph after that. Again
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marriage in Jewish tradition is only by sexual consumation and is not based on any
ritual. Thus the fact that Mary is called wife of Joseph implies this consumation.
• Secondly, Helvidius believed that in Lk. 2:7, which refers to Jesus as Mary’s
“firstborn son,” means that there had to be other children after the firstborn.
• Thirdly, Helvidius claimed that the term “brothers and sisters of the Lord” are to be
taken literally.
• Fourthly, Helvidius cited the authority of a tradition from Tertullian and Victorinus of
Pettau (Victorinus’ tradition is mentioned in Origen’s preface to the Homily on Luke,
and in Saint Jerome’s preface to the Commentary on Saint Matthew’s Gospel).
• Finally, Helvidius argued that since the Virgin Mary was a Jew, it was not
dishonorable for Mary to have real marital relationships with her spouse, Joseph,
since all the patriarchs had been married men, as well as because the Jews believed
that child-bearing was a participation in the divine creativity.
Possibility 2 Epiphanian View
The brothers and sisters of Jesus were the children born to Joseph in a previous
marriage.
The marriage of Joseph and Mary was never consumated and so there was no
marriage between Joseph and Mary. Joseph was only a steward.
Thus James, Joses, Simon and Judas were His stepbrothers, that is, children of
Joseph by a previous marriage and thus all older than Jesus.
Thus the Protoevangelium which is attributed to James the brother of Jesus 8:12-13
says:
"And the high priest said, "Joseph, you are the person chosen to take the virgin of the
Lord, to keep for him." But Joseph refused, saying "I am an old man, and have
children, but she is young, and I fear lest I should appear ridiculous in Israel.""
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Among the early Christian Theologians, Oriegen, Eusebius and
Epiphanius, strongly adhered to the doctrine of Mary's perpetual virginity.
In the Protoevangelium 14:15-22 asserts the eternal virginity of Mary as follows even
after giving birth to Jesus:
"And the midwife said to her, "Salome, Salome, I will tell you a most surprising thing
which I saw. A virgin has given birth, which is a thing contrary to nature."
To which Salome replied, "As the Lord my God lives, unless I receive particular proof
of this matter, I will not believe that a virgin has given birth."
Then Salome went in and the midwife said, "Mary, show yourself, for a great
controversy is risen concerning you." And Salome received satisfaction. But her hand
was withered and she groaned bitterly."
In his Commentory on Matthew Origen asserts:
" ...... the brethren of Jesus were sons of Joseph by a former wife, whom he married
before Mary. Now those who say so wish to preserve the honour of Mary in virginity
to the end ... And I think it in harmony with reason that Jesus was the first-fruit among
men of the purity which consists in chastity, and Mary among women; for it were not
pious to ascribe to any other than to her the first-fruit of virginity" Matthew: 10:17
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Another Eastern Christian Coptic solution is:

However this will make Jesus not the first born of Joseph and hence not the legal
heir to the throne of David.
The official Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox doctrine is that Mary remained a
virgin after the birth of Jesus without Joseph consummating the marriage with her
ever. Even Reformers including Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and John Wesley held
this view .
Possibility 3
They were the cousins of Jesus on the mother's side, according to some, or on
Joseph's side, according to others.
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John 19:25 "Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother, and his mother's
sister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalen."
Bible mentions at least one sister for Mary (whose name is not given) which suggests
that these brothers were possibly cousins on Mary's side. The two sisters are
commonly assumed to have the same name "Mary" in the Roman and Coptic
traditions.
Possibility 4 Hieronymian View
Another early suggestion was that both Joseph and Mary remained virgin
eternally. This view was proposed by Eusebius Hieronymous (Jerome) (342-420
A.D).
The Roman Catholic Tradition following Saint Jerome is:
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"Mary, the wife of Cleophus" with the sister of Mary (John 19:25; Mark 15:40), is
usually identitfied with "Clopas" with Alphaeus (Mark 3:18). This would favour the
view that Mary of Clopas was only the sister-in-law of the Blessed Virgin, unless it be
true, as stated in the manuscripts of the Peshitta version, that Joseph and Clopas
married sisters. This would make them double cousins.
The Latins, with few exceptions (St. Ambrose, St. Hilary, and St. Gregory of Tours
among the Fathers), hold that they were the Lord's cousins.
As we can see even though following Luke all Christian Churches affirm the Virginity
of Mary until the birth of Jesus - Jesus being formed by the Holy Spirit in the womb
of Mary - the perpetual virginity of Mary does not form part of the faith of all
Christians. In fact it is not a necessary part of the principle of
incarnation. Incarnation is when the Word became Flesh - God entered Human
dimension and History. Thus there is no theological necessity for Jesus to be the
only person born from the womb of Mary.
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CHAPTER SIX
LEVITICAL HERITAGE OF JESUS
The Jewish nation is a Patriarchial society. As such genealogies are taken through
the male progeny and not through the female progeny. We have already talked
about the process of continuing the name of the father through alternate
processes. They include obviously by direct adoption, through levirate marriage
system and through the Zelophahad custom by the daughters by marrying from
within the same tribe. In the exile period obviously this extended beyond the tribes
and even beyond the Jewish nation as we have seen in the case of Zerubabbel and
the chiefs of the exilarchs.
Thus it is always possible for the Davidic family to marry from the Levitical family and
thus procure a genetic connection to the Priesthood. The clear case is cited in the
case of the relation between Mary and Elizabeth. While Mary was of the lineage of
Nathan the son of David, Elizabeth was the wife of Zachariah the High Priest. People
have been searching genealogical tables to find such relationship. It appears that
the general custom was that "The Levitical priests were to get their wives from the
other tribes, so that the Tribe of Levi would no longer exist as a distinct tribe." while
the Levitical Tribe existed in the Patriarchial Father to son lineage, they took their
wives from among the other tribes of Israel among which they lived as well as from
among the daughters of Aaron. As such Mary and Elizabeth were relatives yet
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron which means Elizabeth's father was a
Levite while it is not necessary that her mother was a Levite. Whether the Mother of
Mary was the sister of Elizabeth or the sister of Elizabeth's Father, would satisfy the
relation perfectly well.
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One such genealogy is given below. following St. Hippolytus in Nicephor
II.iii gives the following relationship to explain this
Matthan had 3 daughters 1) Mary (2) Soba 3) Ann
1) Mary - married a man of Bethlehem, and was the mother of her daughter,
"Salome".
2) Soba - married at Bethlehem also, but a "Son of Levi" by whom she had
"Elizabeth" (the mother of John the Baptist).
3) Ann - married Joachim, a Galilean also, and bore Mary Mother of Jesus
So, Salome, Elizabeth and Mary were First Cousins. Elizabeth was "of the
daughters of Aaron" on her father's side, and on her mother's side, the cousin of
"Miriam".
Here is a view of that genealogy
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Evidently we can find similar connection for Jesus from the genes of the nations all
over the word, if not directly. then in indirect form. The dispersion of the nation of
Israel around the world thus will make the whole world as one family of brotherhood
with Jesus.
The following genealogy where such mixing of Priestly blood with the Royal lineis
taken from the research done by the " The Ancestors of Jesus in First and Second
Century Judea BCE" By Robert Mock M.D. as found in
http://www.biblesearchers.com. Remember also that royal lineage does not
depend on the blood line but in the legal line. Thus even though Joseph is not really
the biological father of Jesus, Jesus is still the legal heir to the throne of David.
Here is the genealogy of Jesus from Levi the progenitor of Levitical Priesthood:
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The Talmud, Josephus, Sirach and the Second Book of Maccabees all contain
accounts of Simon I . He was termed "the Just". Josephus, Antiquities, 12:2, § 5;
Sirach 50. 4. according to Sirach 50. 1-14, he rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, which
had been torn down by Ptolemy Soter, and repaired the damage done to the Temple,
raising the foundation-walls of its court and enlarging the cistern.
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According to the Talmud and Josephus, when Alexander the Great marched through
Land of Israel in the year 333 BCE, Simeon the Just, dressed in his eight priestly
robes went to Antipatris to meet him (Yoma 69a), although Josephus (l.c. xi.8, § 4)
states that Alexander himself came to Jerusalem. The legend further declares that as
soon as Alexander saw him, he descended from his chariot and bowed respectfully
before him. When Alexander's courtiers criticized his act, he replied that it had been
intentional, since he had had a vision in which he had seen the high priest, who had
predicted his victory. Alexander demanded that a statue of himself be placed in the
Temple; but the high priest explained to him that this was impossible, promising him
instead that all the sons born of priests in that year should be named Alexander and
that the Seleucidan era should be introduced (Lev. R. xiii, end; Pesikta Rabbati
section "Parah"). This story appears to be identical with 3 Maccabees ii, where
Seleucus (Kasgalgas) is mentioned (Soṭah 33a; Jerusalem Talmud. Soṭah 4:3; Cant.
R. 38c; Tosef., Soṭah, xiii).
The Mishnah (Parah 3:5) records that during the priesthood of Simeon the Just there
were two Red Heifers burnt at the sacrificial place built in the days of Ezra on the
Mount of Olives.
According to Matthew's genealogy there were three Davidic Kings in the lineage of
Jesus Christ who had Levite mothers.
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However these do not make Jesus a Levite or a Priest
because
Priestly line comes only through father to son
and
not even by adoption.

“This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life” (Heb 7. 15–16).
Numbers 3
11Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
12“Behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel I
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n place of every firstborn Israelite from the womb.
The Levites belong to Me,
13for all the firstborn are Mine.
In patriarchal times, the head of each household exercised the priestly function of
sacrifice.The first born in every family held the priesthood until within the Mosaic
Covenant it was delegated to the Levites and to do that the firstborns were to be
bought out.
After the induction of Aaron and his sons into the priesthood, the whole tribe of Levi
was set apart, as substitutes for the first-born, to minister in the service of the
sanctuary (Num 3:5ff.). The Levites consisted of three groups: Gershonites,
Kohathites, and Merarites, with specific duties for each group (3:14-18). When Korah
and his followers rebelled against the authority of Aaron (Num 16), he and his
followers were destroyed and the priesthood of Aaron was signally confirmed.
This concept of first born as part of the divinity partaking in creation as well as
salvatory procedures were in place even before the creation of the world. Thus the
eternal High Priest for all creation is the Son - the first born before all creation. This
is Jesus Christ. This is where the Melchizedekian comparison came. Considering
the Post Flood world as a new start, the eldest son of Noah - Shem was the High
Priest to post-delivian earthians. Shem was Melchizedek who as far as the new
earth was concerned without father or mother. We see this structure in the structure
of the Elohim Council.
Hebrews 12:
22 Instead, you have come to
Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
You have come to myriads of angels
23 in joyful assembly, to the congregation of the firstborn, enrolled in heaven.
You have come to God the judge of all men,
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
24to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.…
Col 1: 15-17
"He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation;
because by means of him all things were created in the heavens and upon the earth,
the things visible and the things invisible,
no matter whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or authorities.
All things have been created through him and for him.
Also, he is before all things and by means of him all things were made to exists."
Jesus does not get his priesthood from the levites. On the other hand, the levites
got the priesthood from the first born of the every Israelite women who opens the
womb. They got it from the calling of Israel as the Priestly nation to all the nations of
earth. But this is only until the time of Jesus.
Hebrews 5: 5 So also Christ did not take upon Himself the glory of becoming a high
priest, but He was called by the One who said to Him: “You are My Son; today I have
become Your Father.” 6 And in another passage God says: “You are a priest forever
in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 During the days of Jesus’ earthly life, He offered up
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prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the One who could save Him from
death, and He was heard because of His reverence.…9 And having been made
perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him 10and was
designated by God as high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
Again Jesus have selected his brothers and sisters to be High Priest to all nations
until final second coming as Priest and King for all Mankind.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
MATTHEW’S FOUR WOMEN
It is interesting to note that Matthew deviates from the tradition to mention four
women in the genealogy of Jesus. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bethsheba.
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TAMAR

Daughter-in-law of Judah. After the death of her husband, Er, she married his brother
Onan; but when he also died, Judah sent her back to her father's house, fearing to let
her marry his third son, Shelah. When Tamar saw that Shelah, having reached
maturity, did not marry her, she disguised herself and met Judah on his way to
Timnath. Supposing her to be of questionable virtue, he approached her and entered
into relations with her that resulted in her pregnancy. As a pledge of payment, he left
with her his staff, seal, and belt. When her condition was discovered, and she was
about to be burned to death in punishment for unchastity, she confronted her
father-in-law with the tokens he had left with her, declaring that she was with child by
the man to whom they belonged. She bore him the twins Zarah and Pharez (Gen.
xxxviii.).
Tamar is known for her pluckiness to push her father-in-law into lying with her as he
did not follow the normal levirate right of hers by giving the younger brother as her
husband at the death of he husband.
Modern commentators consider Tamar as a figure of significance in the history of
women's rights.
The union of Judah and Tamar led to the birth of Perez, from whom King David came
(Ruth 4:18-22, 1 Chron. 2:5,9-15, Matt. 1:2-6, Luke 3:32-33).

GENEALOGY OF JESUS : PROF.M. M. NINAN

94

REHAB

Rehab was prostitute by profession, or may be an innkeeper who put her lot with the
Israel. The 1st century historian Josephus mentions that Rahab kept an inn In the
modern terminology she was a traitor and a whore. According to Mathew she married
Salmon of the tribe of Judah and was the mother of Boaz. Jewish legends claim that
Rahab of Jericho married Joshua Bin Nun, a descendant of Joseph. Rahab who
married Joshua was ancestress to Huldah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and other
prophetesses and prophets. Rahab (Ῥαχάβ - no Ῥαάβ with Hebrews 11:31 and
James 2:25) who married Salmon was ancestress to King David, all the kings of
Judah, and Jesus. In spite of her being a Cananite who were to be totally
annihilated and she became part of the Israel tribe by her faith and action.
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RUTH

The line of Lot with his firstborn daughter, which led to the birth of Moab (Gen.
19:34-37), the ancestor of Ruth who was the great grandmother of King David (Ruth
1:22; 4:18-22). It should be noted that Ruth herself married Boaz, who was a
descendent of Salmon (of the tribe of Judah) and Rahab "the harlot" (1 Chron. 2:3-15;
Ruth 4:20-22; Matt. 1:5).
BETHSHEBA

Bethsheba was an adulteress. Matthew emphasizes this by referring her as the wife
of Uriah, the Hittite. Bethsheba might have been an Israelite, but most probably a
Hittite herself.
The union of David with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12:24).gave the Royal line of David
through Solomon.
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Why did Matthew refer to these ill reputed non-jewish women? It is only to emphasize
that Jesus was not born in a line of saints or sinless people. Matthew emphasizes the
fact that Jesus was the son of Eve who was fallen. He was to be born of Eve to be
the savior of mankind. To the serpent God said,
Gen3:15 And I wil lput enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his
heel."
Salvation does not come by works of righteousness. Righteousness is a gift of God
and comes by faith alone. It also has the significance that Jesus was not a pure Jew.
He was born with the blood of all nations, borrowed from around the world. Jesus
belongs to the world.
Rom 4:16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may
be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspringnot only to those who are of the law but also
to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.
Rom 3:28 -30 We reckon therefore that a man is justified by faith apart from the
works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? is he not the God of Gentiles also?
Yea, of Gentiles also: if so be that God is one, and he shall justify the circumcision by
faith, and the uncircumcision through faith.
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ALTERNATE TRADITIONS
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CHAPTER EIGHT
THE GENEALOGY DURING THE EXILE
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, had invaded the land of Israel. He appointed
Zedekiah as King of Judah. Zedekiah asked Egypt to help him with military support to
rebel against Nebuchadnezzar. About 587 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah and
conquered Jerusalem. He killed Zedakiah's sons in front of him and put out his eyes,
bound him in fetters of brass and carried him off to Babylon where he later died about
586 B.C. He destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem in Aug 587 B.C. He took most of
the people as captives to Babylon leaving behind a few to work the land.

The carrying away of the people of Judah to Babylon was not accomplished all at
one time. Three distinct deportations are can be identified.
(1). 2 Kings 24:14 (including 10,000 persons) and 2 Kings 25:11,
(2). 2 Chron 36:20, three in Jer 52:28-30 (including 4,600 persons), and
(3). Dan 1:3.
It was the biggest crisis in the history of Israel. It almost appeared that even YHWH
left his people.
Babylon or "babilu" means (gate of god). It was one of the most famous cities of the
ancient world located in the plain of shinar on the Euphrates River, about 50 miles
south of Modern Baghdad. It was the capital of the mighty Babylonian Empire. During
the time of Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 B.C.) who captured Jerusalem, Babylon was
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at the height of its glory and the most important city of the whole Mesopotamia region.
Nebuchadnezzar built palaces, temples, mighty walls and beautiful gateways. The
hanging gardens of Babylon were considered one of the wonders of the ancient
world.
The Jewish captives lived in towns and villages along the Chebar River and were
treated very fairly by the Babylonians. The Jews were allowed to live together in
communities, they were allowed to farm and perform other sorts of labor to earn
income. Many Jews eventually became wealthy.
Clay tablets were excavated near the Ishtar Gate which indicate that even in captivity
Jehoiachin was referred to as the "king of Judah" and he received abundant food
supplies from the royal storehouse.
During captivity the Jews were encouraged by the prophet Jeremiah from Jerusalem
to take wives, build houses, plant gardens and to take advantage of their situation
because they were going to be there for seventy years.
The following Davidian genealogy is given in the “Davidic Dynasty”, David Hughes.
“British Chronicles ” 2007. See also http://www.biblesearchers.com/ for a more detail
account of the various genalogies branches.
King Nebuchadnezzar had three wives.

• The First wife of King Nebuchadnezzar was the Median Princess Amytis, the
daughter of King Cyaxares of Media. She was the mother of Evil-Merodach who
became the next King of Babylon and a close friend of Jehoiachin while he was in the
Prison of Babylon.
• The second wife of King Nebuchadnezzar was the Assyrian Princess Sharrat, the
daughter of the Ashuruballit II, the last king of Assyria.
• The third wife was the Egyptian Princess Nitokris, who was the daughter of Pharaoh
Necho II of Egypt. She was the mother of Princess Nitocris (Neitaqert) the wife of
Zerubabbel of Judah.
King Nebuchadnezzar died in the year of 560 BCE (Jewish calculations) and his son,
Amel Marduk known to history as EvilMerodach became the new ruler of Babylon.
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2 Kings 25:27-30 – “Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventy year of the captivity of
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, that EvilMerdoch king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released
Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. He spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more
prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin
changed from his prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king all the
days of his life. And as for his provision, there was a regular ration given him by the
king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life.”
These words mean more than it apparently indicate. It appears that Jehoiachim was
given special position within the Babylonian Kingdom. This led to the formation of the
Parthian Kingdom which formed a parallel Empire alongside that of the Roman
Empire.
King Jehoiachim coming out of the prison found himself without a heir. He married
Tamar who had seven sons in a previous marriage (to Neriah) and legally adopted
them as his own. Tamar was of the House of Nathan another son of King David.
Thus the seven sons Shealtiel (Salathiel), Malchriam, Pedaiah, Shenazzur ,
Jekamiah Hoshama and Nedabiah became legal heirs to the throne of David even
though they were from the Nathan branch of David. Note carefully that Shealthiel nor
Pediah were not the sons of Jehoiakim - Coniah, he remained cursed - without
children genetically.
King Evil-Merodach himself married a widow of a Jewish Davidian Princes and his
daughter Princess Amytis (grand daughter of Nebuchadnezzar's Median Princess,
also called Amytis) married Zerubabbel making the alliance strong.
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Zerubabbel married three wives:
• The first wife was the Babylonian Prince, Amytis grand daugter of Nebuchadnezzar
• The second wife was the Persian Prince Rhodah, (Rhodogune), the sister to Cyrus
the Great
• The third wife was Jewish, Esthra who was his cousin sister (the daughter of
Pedaiah, his father's brother.)
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It was during the time of Ezra the scribe, the second group of Jews who returned to
rebuild Jerusalem, decreed that in order the nation may not be dissipated and
dispersed into the whole world and nations defined that "to be a Jew, one must have
a Jewish mother." Zerubabbel was still the governor of Judea under the Persian
Empire and as a result both of his first marriages ended in divorce under the edicts of
Ezra the Scribe. Zerubabbel’s divorced wives returned to Babylon and Persia in
disgrace. It must have had serious repercussions in his governorship. Zorobabbel
was the royal Jewish heir and the third Exilarch at Babylon ca 545 BCE. He was the
eighth Governor of Judea ca 537-536 BCE. He was Prince of Judah ca. 515 BCE
and was recalled and imprisoned in 513 BCE and executed in 510 BCE.
The Holman Bible Dictionary says:
Zerubbabel himself, however, disappeared from view. He was a Davidic prince, so it
is possible that the Jews tried to crown him king during the civil war surrounding the
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rise of Darius as emperor may reflect the wish to crown Zerubbabel, but his fate
remains unknown.
The Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible says:
The circumstances of the end of Zerubbabbel's service as governor are unknown as
are those of his death. Because no known Davidic ruler appears to have followed
Zerubbabel in the governorship.it has been conjectured that he was removed from
office by the Persian throne for rebelling or threatening to rebel against it.
This decree made only the children of Zerubabbel through his third Jewish wife alone
legal heirs to the throne of David from then on. However by the time of Prince Simon
V of Perea, the last of the Davidic heir by the Jewish wife of Zerubabbel, Princess
Esthra, died without any heirs and became Extinct.
However the decree was later reversed at the time of King Herod the Great. Thus the
Abiudite Line had to be legitimatized as a Davidian royal lineage and heirs to the
throne of David even though they came from a non Jewish female descent. However
we should remember that even David would not be a Jew if we held that condition. In
the year of 37 BC the Sanhedrin approved the lineage of the Abiudite Line that
descended from the first Babylonian wife, Abytis of Zerubabbel, as eligible to become
a Nasi, and heir to the throne of David. This line of Davidic dynasty, thus descended
from several empires of the world including Persian shahs, Babylonian emperors,
Assyrian kings, Egyptian Pharoahs etc.
The prolonged period between the return of the exiles and the rule of Roman backed
Herodian rule developed a witch hunt against the Davidian Lineage personals who
had a legitimate claim on the Kingship of Judah. The Princes of David were hunted
vigorously by King Herod, who in his progressive paranoia of senile dementia,
hunted down every Davidian aspirant to the throne that he so jealousy protected. By
the time of the Birth of Jesus, Joseph appeared to have been impoverished by the
pogroms against the Davidians that was targeted from the Palace of King Herod. He
made a living with carpentry and shunned himself away from the politics of the period
in spite of the fact that he was the legal heir to the throne of David at his generation.
"Miriam, the young maiden, was in no better economic condition. Her grandfather,
Mattathias (Mattat ben Levi) had been executed by King Herod, as well as her
maternal grandfather, Yeshua III, the high priest. From, a best understanding of the
biblical texts, Miriam’s mother also died when her daughter was very young, leaving
this young child, an orphan who was left in the custody of the temple hierarchy as a
“temple virgin”.
Leviticus 12 6-8 “‘When the days of her purification for a son or daughter are over,
she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting a year-old lamb for a
burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering. He shall offer them
before the LORD to make atonement for her, and then she will be ceremonially clean
from her flow of blood.
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“‘These are the regulations for the woman who gives birth to a boy or a girl.
But if she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one
for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. In this way the priest will make
atonement for her, and she will be clean.’”
Instead Mary
Luke 2:22 says – "Now when the days of her purification according to the law of
Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord
(as it is written in the law (Torah) of the Lord), and to offer a sacrifice according to
what is said in the law of the Lord, "A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." which
is a public declaration of her economic ability.
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CHAPTER NINE
PARTHIA AND THE MAGI

2 Ki 25:27-30 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
year Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon, he released Jehoiachin from prison on
the twentyseventh day of the twelfth month.He spoke kindly to him and gave him a
seat of honor higher than those of the other
kings who were with him in Babylon.
So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at
the king's table. Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as
he lived.
The statement that Jehoiachin was given a "seat of honor higher that those of the
other kings who were with him Babylon" indicates that he was placed as a King in
the empire of Babylon with other kings below him. Thus the Jews in exile now came
to be a powerful presence in all the empire. The highest official of Babylonian Jewry
was the exilarch (Reish Galuta, "Head of the Diaspora"). Those who held the position
traced their ancestry to the House of David in the male line. The position holder was
regarded as a king-in-waiting. We see Daniel as the chief magician or advisor in the
court of the empire. It is to be legitimately assumed that a new empire came into
existence. This empire is known in history as Parthia.
Parthia was most probably a confederation of monarchs and the assembly of
wisemen. One assembly was composed of members of the royal family (the
Arsacids), and the other consisted of the priests (the Magi) and influential Parthians
of non-royal blood (the Wise Men). The Magi and Wise Men were jointly known as
the Megistanes. The Greek word translated "wise men" is "magian," literally which
comes from the word magic. Even though we consider the magic as something evil,
in those days it actually meant what we mean today as scientist and philosophers. In
the context of the Parthian empire they are to be understood as the members of the
Ministry of the various Kingdoms. The kingdom itself was spread all over the territory
loosely but was held together more like the judges period in the Old Testament.
Parthia can be practically identified as the land of the "lost tribes of Israel". Apart from
that Levites were distributed all over the land of Palestine and a large number of
Levites were also part of the lost tribes which formed the Parthian Empire.
‘" Parthia’s rise to power coincides with the wane of Carthage in the second (218
–201 B.C.E.) and third (149-146 B.C.E.) Punic Wars. It is noteworthy that while
Rome was gradually defeating Carthage (an Israelite power in the Mediterranean),
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Parthia (another Israelite power in Asia) was gradually rising to empire status. By the
time Carthage fell, Parthia had already become a great power and was destined to
become one of Rome’s greatest enemies." The “Lost” – Ten Tribes of Israel –
Found!’ Steven M. Collins
See what Haggai says to Zerubabbel
"The word of the LORD came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day of
the month: "Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I will shake the heavens and the
earth. I will overturn royal thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. I
will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the
sword of his brother." (Haggai 2:20-22) which appears to be a prophecy of the
formation of Parthia.
The Encyclopedia Britannica records that: The alphabets in use in Persia, at least
from the time of the Arsacid dynasty onwards, are based upon the AramaiccThe
earliest records of Aramaic go back to about 800 B.C. and were foundcin northern
Syriac Other developments of Aramaic are modern square Aramaic- Hebrew”
This explains the interest the magi had on the birth of the King of the Jews. "Now
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. "
The Parthian empire occupied all of modern Iran, Iraq and Armenia, parts of Turkey,
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan, and -for brief
periods- territories in Pakistan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine. The end of this
loosely organized empire came in 224 CE, when the last king was defeated by one of
their vassals, the Persians of the Sassanid dynasty.

Around . 20 BCE – Gondophares, founded the Indo-Parthian Kingdom, conquering
Mohen-Jodero Harappa region around the Sindhu River Indus Valley Civilization. He
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made Takṣaśilā as his capital. It was to this country Thomas the Apostle went in 46
AD and converted King Gondaphares IV to Christianity. It was part of the land of lost
tribes of Israel at that time.

The Jewish Magi presence were scattered beyond the area of the Parthian Kingdom
probably all over the world. There was an ancient Jewish settlement in Malabar
Coast where Apostle Thomas went after his visit to Indus Valley in AD 52. The
tradition of country indicates that one of the Magi who visited Jesus was from Kerala
in the Malabar Coast. After his visist he returned and built the Piravam Church and is
known today as "Rajakaludey Pally" - the Church of the Kings. Piravam means
"Born". The Church still persists on the hill top of Piravam.
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The temple of the Kings (Magi) in Piravam, Kerala, India
Parthian and Saka kingdoms had names incorporating the word “Phares” (PH-R-S).
This indicates that the Arsacids were descended from the seed of David, who was
the first king of the Phares family.
Mat 1:2 -3 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob
the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, ....
At the time of the birth of Jesus, the Parthian emperor of the time was, Phraates IV,
who reigned during the period 37 to 2 B.C. King Phraates IV of Parthia, was the son
of Orodes II, . He was appointed successor to the throne in 37 BC, after the death of
his brother Pacorus I. He soon murdered his father and all his thirty brothers so as to
keep his rivals out.
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Phraates IV Babylon was then ruled by Parthia, so its records were available to the
Magi. Because Phraates IV had killed so many males of the royal Parthian dynasty at
that time, the Magi were compelled to look outside Parthia’s borders for male
Arsacids who were eligible for the throne of Parthia. Evidently both Jospeh and
Jesus were suitable candidates.
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CHAPTER TEN
EPISTLE TO ARISTIDES
Fact or Fiction
The easiest way out is proposed by those who believe that Jesus really never was
what he claimed to be and the genealogies are simply pious fiction concocted by his
followers composed, perhaps from other sources, so as to try to legitimize Jesus'
claim to Messiah. But this argument will not stand since the gospels which were
written within half a century of Jesus could have been simply the target of ridicule by
the Jews. Jews were meticulous keepers of genealogies and any attempt to show a
fictitious genealogy would not have escaped the attention of the opponents of the
way.
It was known from the beginning of Biblical criticism and apologetics that since any
person has two genealogies, one from his father and the other from his mother, this
is what is presented in Mathew and Luke. Matthew's genealogy traces the lineage of
Jesus through Joseph – the Royal line , while Luke traces it through Mary the blood
line making Jesus the descendant by flesh. The reason is obvious because Joseph is
only the father of Jesus by adoption since all early Christians emphasized the virgin
birth of Jesus. How else can Jesus be related to human lineage except through the
womb that held Him. So any attempt to give two lineage to Joseph would serve no
real purpose. The only point Mathew makes is the Jesus was indeed the Lion of
Judah, the King of the Jews according to the Law.
Sextus Julius Africanus, (AD160- 240) Epistle toAristides

"His life is not well documented, but evidence indicates that Africanus traveled
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considerably in Asia, Egypt, and Italy and later lived chiefly at Emmaus, in Palestine,
where he served as prefect. He was named regional ambassador to Rome about 222,
when he became a protégé of the emperor Severus Alexander. Africanus’ greatest
work was Chronographiai (221), a five-volume treatise on sacred and profane
history from the Creation (which he placed at 5499 bc) to ad 221. Relying on the
Bible as the basis of his calculations, he incorporated and synchronized Egyptian
and Chaldaean chronologies, Greek mythology, and Judaic history with Christianity.
His work raised the prestige of early Christianity by placing it within a historical
context. He also wrote a critical work on genealogies of Christ as found in Matthew
and Luke." (Encyclopaedia Britannica)
Sextus Julius Africanus, (AD160- 240) the father of Christian chronography, in his
Epistle to Aristides proposed that Joseph was born from a levirate marriage involving
uterine brothers.
++++++++++++++++++++++++

I
. . . Some indeed incorrectly allege that this discrepant enumeration and mixing of the
names both of priestly men, as they think, and royal, was made properly, in order that
Christ might be shown rightfully to be both Priest and King; as if any one disbelieved
this, or had any other hope than this, that Christ is the High Priest of His Father, who
presents our prayers to Him, and a supra-mundane King, who rules by the Spirit
those whom He has delivered, a cooperator in the government of all things. And this
is announced to us not by the catalogue of the tribes, nor by the mixing of the
registered generations, but by the patriarchs and prophets. Let us not therefore
descend to such religious trifling as to establish the kingship and priesthood of Christ
by the interchanges of the names. For the priestly tribe of Levi, too, was allied with
the kingly tribe of Judah, through the circumstance that Aaron married Elizabeth the
sister of Naasson, and that Eleazar again married the daughter of Phatiel, and begot
children. The evangelists, therefore, would thus have spoken falsely, affirming what
was not truth, but a fictitious commendation. And for this reason the one traced the
pedigree of Jacob the father of Joseph from David through Solomon; the other traced
that of Heli also, though in a different way, the father of Joseph, from Nathan the son
of David. And they ought not indeed to have been ignorant that both orders of the
ancestors enumerated are the generation of David, the royal tribe of Judah. For if
Nathan was a prophet, so also was Solomon, and so too the father of both of them;
and there were prophets belonging to many of the tribes, but priests belonging to
none of the tribes, save the Levites only. To no purpose, then, is this fabrication of
theirs. Nor shall an assertion of this kind prevail in the Church of Christ against the
exact truth, so as that a lie should be contrived for the praise and glory of Christ. For
who does not know that most holy word of the apostle also, who, when he was
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preaching and proclaiming the resurrection of our Saviour, and confidently affirming
the truth, said with great fear, If any say that Christ is not risen, and we assert and
have believed this, and both hope for and preach that very thing, we are false
witnesses of God, in alleging that He raised up Christ, whom He raised not up? And if
he who glorifies God the Father is thus afraid lest he should seem a false witness in
narrating a marvellous fact, how should not he be justly afraid, who tries to establish
the truth by a false statement, preparing an untrue opinion? For if the generations are
different, and trace down no genuine seed to Joseph, and if all has been stated only
with the view of establishing the position of Him who was to be born—to confirm the
truth, namely, that He who was to be would be king and priest, there being at the
same tune no proof given, but the dignity of the words being brought down to a feeble
hymn,—it is evident that no praise accrues to God from that, since it is a falsehood,
but rather judgment returns on him who asserts it, because he vaunts an unreality as
though it were reality. Therefore, that we may expose the ignorance also of him who
speaks thus, and prevent any one from stumbling at this folly, I shall set forth the true
history of these matters.]
II
For whereas in Israel the names of their generations were enumerated either
according to nature or according to law,—according to nature, indeed, by the
succession of legitimate offspring, and according to law whenever another raised up
children to the name of a brother dying childless; for because no clear hope of
resurrection was yet given them, they had a representation of the future promise in a
kind of mortal resurrection, with the view of perpetuating the name of one
deceased;—whereas, then, of those entered in this genealogy, some succeeded by
legitimate descent as son to father, while others begotten in one family were
introduced to another in name, mention is therefore made of both—of those who
were progenitors in fact, and of those who were so only in name. Thus neither of the
evangelists is in error, as the one reckons by nature and the other by law. For the
several generations, viz., those descending from Solomon and those from Nathan,
were so intermingled by the raising up of children to the childless, and by second
marriages, and the raising up of seed, that the same persons are quite justly
reckoned to belong at one time to the one, and at another to the other, i.e., to their
reputed or to their actual fathers. And hence it is that both these accounts are true,
and come down to Joseph, with considerable intricacy indeed, but yet quite
accurately.
III
But in order that what I have said may be made evident, I shall explain the
interchange of the generations. If we reckon the generations from David through
Solomon, Matthan is found to be the third from the end, who begot Jacob the father
of Joseph. But if, with Luke, we reckon them from Nathan the son of David, in like
manner the third from the end is Melchi, whose son was Heli the father of Joseph.
For Joseph was the son of Hell, the son of Melchi. As Joseph, therefore, is the object
proposed to us, we have to show how it is that each is represented as his father, both
Jacob as descending from Solomon, and Heli as descending from Nathan: first, how
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these two, Jacob and Heli, were brothers; and then also how the fathers of these,
Matthan and Melchi, being of different families, are shown to be the grandfathers of
Joseph. Well, then, Matthan and Melchi, having taken the same woman to wife in
succession, begot children who were uterine brothers, as the law did not prevent a
widow, whether such by divorce or by the death of her husband, from marrying
another. By Estha, then—for such is her name according to tradition—Matthan first,
the descendant of Solomon, begets Jacob; and on Matthan's death, Melchi, who
traces his descent back to Nathan, being of the same tribe but of another family,
having married her, as has been already said, had a son Heli. Thus, then, we shall
find Jacob and Heli uterine brothers, though of different families. And of these, the
one Jacob having taken the wife of his brother Heli, who died childless, begot by her
the third, Joseph—his son by nature and by account. Whence also it is written, And
Jacob begot Joseph. But according to law he was the son of Heli, for Jacob his
brother raised up seed to him. Wherefore also the genealogy deduced through him
will not be made void, which the Evangelist Matthew in his enumeration gives thus:
And Jacob begot Joseph. But Luke, on the other hand, says, Who was the son, as
was supposed (for this, too, he adds), of Joseph, the son of Heli, the son of Metchi.
For it was not possible more distinctly to state the generation according to law; and
thus in this mode of generation he has entirely omitted the word begot to the very end,
carrying back the genealogy by way of conclusion to Adam and to God.
IV
Nor indeed is this incapable of proof, neither is it a rash conjecture. For the kinsmen
of the Saviour after the flesh, whether to magnify their own origin or simply to state
the fact, but at all events speaking truth, have also handed down the following
account: Some Idumean robbers attacking Ascalon, a city of Palestine, besides other
spoils which they took from a temple of Apollo, which was built near the walls, carried
off captive one Antipater, son of a certain Herod, a servant of the temple. And as the
priest was not able to pay the ransom for his son, Antipater was brought up in the
customs of the Idumeans, and afterwards enjoyed the friendship of Hyrcanus, the
high priest of Judea. And being sent on an embassy to Pompey on behalf of
Hyrcanus. and having restored to him the kingdom which was being wasted by
Aristobulus his brother, he was so fortunate as to obtain the title of procurator of
Palestine. And when Antipater was treacherously slain through envy of his great
good fortune, his son Herod succeeded him, who was afterwards appointed king of
Judea under Antony and Augustus by a decree of the senate. His sons were Herod
and the other tetrarchs. These accounts are given also in the histories of the Greeks.
V
But as up to that time the genealogies of the Hebrews had been registered in the
public archives, and those, too, which were traced back to the proselytes —as, for
example, to Achior the Ammanite, and Ruth the Moabitess, and those who left Egypt
along with the Israelites, and intermarried with them—Herod, knowing that the
lineage of the Israelites contributed nothing to him, and goaded by the
consciousness of his ignoble birth, burned the registers of their families. This he did,
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thinking that he would appear to be of noble birth, if no one else could trace back his
descent by the public register to the patriarchs or proselytes, and to that mixed race
called georae. A few, however, of the studious, having private records of their own,
either by remembering the names or by getting at them in some other way from the
archives, pride themselves in preserving the memory of their noble descent; and
among these happen to be those already mentioned, called desposyni, on account of
their connection with the family of the Saviour. And these coming from Nazara and
Cochaba, Judean villages, to other parts of the country, set forth the above-named
genealogy as accurately as possible from the Book of Days. Whether, then, the case
stand thus or not, no one could discover a more obvious explanation, according to
my own opinion and that of any sound judge. And let this suffice us for the matter,
although it is not supported by testimony, because we have nothing more satisfactory
or true to allege upon it. The Gospel, however, in any case states the truth.
VI
Matthan, descended from Solomon, begot Jacob. Matthan dying, Melchi, descended
from Nathan, begot Heli by the same wife. Therefore Hell and Jacob are uterine
brothers. Heli dying childless, Jacob raised up seed to him and begot Joseph, his
own son by nature, but the son of Heli by law. Thus Joseph was the son of both.
Eusebius Ecc. Hist. 1:6:7
++++++++++++++++++++++++++
This gives the following tree

However levirate marriage was actually forbidden between Uterine brothers in
Halakhah Beth Hillel even though it was permitted by Shammai.
However in Jewish reckoning, the levirate son would presumably be listed in a
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genealogy as if he were the natural son of the deceased father and would not likely
appear in the genealogy of his natural father. Thus Mathew looking from the point of
view of the Jewish law would not have listed him in the genealogy of Jacob. The
levirate relationships could not be reversed.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
THE EPISTLE OF NICODEMUS
The following genealogy has been built based on the Pseudo Epigraphic book called
Epistle of Nicodemus . It explains the eight "brothers of Jesus" as first cousins of
Joseph and Mary.

The structure is probably intended to ascribe the Priestly status of Jesus. In a
Patriarchal society even that is not possible through Mary. Again any such Levitical
Priesthood status for Jesus is denied by the author of Hebrews by stating that Jesus
was Priest only of the order of Melchizek outside of Levitical Priesthood.
In this case Jesus is not of the lineage of David except by adoption – as he is only
supposed to be son of David. He is legally of Davidic descent but not in flesh. But
scripture clearly indicates that mesia will be the seed of David and that according to
the flesh.
Romans 1:3: "Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the
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seed of David according to the flesh."
2 Samuel 7:12-13 "When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will
set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever."
Psalm 132:11-12."The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of
the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. If thy children will keep my covenant
and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne
for evermore."
If we want to make Jesus both King of the Jews and also the seed of David according
to the flesh, the only possible explanation is what I have proposed.
Again as Jesus was Mary’s first-born male child, the ceremony of pidyon ha-ben, or
Redemption of the Firstborn, was required of Mary and Joseph at the Temple for
which they presented two turtle doves. However the Levites were exempt from
bringing any purification sacrifice as they were already “redeemed”. (See Luke 2:22)
This indicates that Mary was not of Levitical Tribe.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
PROTO-EVANGELIUM OF JAMES
Protoevangelium of James which date back to the second century, gives this story
where the parents of Mary are given as Joakim and Anna. In the Orient the
Protoevangelium had great authority and portions of it were read on the feasts of
Mary by the Greeks, Syrians, Copts, and Arabians. In the Occident, however, it was
rejected by the Fathers of the Church until its contents were incorporated by Jacobus
de Voragine in his "Golden Legend" in the thirteenth century.
Mary was a close relative of Elizabeth. But Elizabeth and her husband were both
from the tribe of Levi; but not only of Levi, but more importantly, of the family of the
High Priest Aaron.
Luk 1:5 There was in the days of Herod, king of Judaea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the course of Abijah: and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and
her name was Elisabeth.
This leads to the conclusion that at least one of Mary’s parents, were also Aaronic.
Since Heli was of the lineage of David, his wife was most probably of Aaronic tribe
and one of the sisters of Elizabeth’s mother.
The lines of David and Aaron occasionally intermarried even in biblical times.
Jehosheba, a daughter of King Jehoram of Judah, married Jehoiada the high priest
(2 Kg 11:2-4). Their daughter, Jehoadda, married King Joash of Judah (2 Kg 14:2).
King Uzziah of Judah was married to Jerushah, daughter of High Priest Zadok II (2
Kg 15:33).
Catholic Encyclopedia 1913 edition (Vol. 15, pg. 464E) we read "Some of these
writers add that the birth of Mary was obtained by the fervent prayers of Joachim and
Anna in their advanced age. As Joachim belonged to the royal family of David, so
Anna is supposed to have been a descendant of the priestly family of Aaron; thus
Christ the Eternal King and Priest sprang from both a royal and priestly family.
In the Coptic and Eastern Orthodox tradition, Mary’s grandfather was a priest named
Nathan who had three daughters: Mary, who became the mother of Salome (Mk
15:40; Jn 19:25), the wife of Zebedee, the mother of James and John, Soba (or
Sovin, or Sophia, or Zoia), who became the mother of Elizabeth the wife of Zachariah,
and Anna who became the mother of Mary.
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##############################################
In late medieval times, legend held that Anne was married three times, first to
Joachim, then to Clopas and finally to a man named Solomas and that each marriage
produced one daughter, Mary, mother of Jesus, Mary of Clopas and Mary Salomae
respectively. This view however was rejected in the 16th century by the most
prominent Catholic theologians.
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However by the 4th century and then much later in the 15th century, a belief arose
that Mary was also born of Anne by virgin birth. Valentine Weigel cult of Mary of
Gernany (1533–1588) claimed that Anne conceived Mary by the power of the Holy
spirit. However in 1677 even the Catholic Church condemned the teaching and now
the Catholic Church teaches that Mary was conceived in the normal fashion, but that
she was miraculously preserved from original sin in order to make her fit to bear
Christ as an alternate explanation. The conception of Mary free from original sin
(whatever that means) is termed the Immaculate Conception
Following these arguments some attempts has been made to trace the genealogy
map in the lineage of Jesus through Mary which traces it back to the Levitical tribe
alone giving the status of Jesus as a High Priest. But then Jesus cannot be of Royal
Lineage by flesh even though he is the King of the Jews by legal adoption through
Joseph
The problem here is that Jesus ceases to have any connection with David.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Protoevangelium of James
Early Christian Writings 2nd century AD :
Attributed to St. James
The Birth of Mary the Holy Mother of God, and Very Glorious Mother of Jesus Christ
IN THE RECORDS OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL was Joachim, a man rich
exceedingly; and he brought his offerings double, saying: There shall be of my
superabundance to all the people, and there shall be the offering for my forgiveness
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to the Lord for a propitiation for me. For the great day of the Lord was at hand, and
the sons of Israel were bringing their offerings. And there stood over against him
Rubim, saying: It is not meet for thee first to bring thine offerings, because thou hast
not made seed in Israel. And Joachim was exceedingly grieved, and went away to
the registers of the twelve tribes of the people, saying: I shall see the registers of the
twelve tribes of Israel, as to whether I alone have not made seed in Israel. And he
searched, and found that all the righteous had raised up seed in Israel.
And he called to mind the Patriach Abraham, that in the last day God gave him a son
Isaac. And Joachim was exceedingly grieved, and did not come into the presence of
his wife; but he retired to the desert, and there pitched his tent, and fasted forty days
and forty nights, saying in himself: I will not go down either for food or for drink until
the Lord my God shall look upon me, and prayer shall be my food and drink.
2. And his wife Anna mourned in two mournings, and lamented in two lamentations,
saying: I shall bewail my widowhood; I shall bewail my childlessness. And the great
day of the Lord was at hand; and Judith her maid-servant said: How long dost thou
humiliate thy soul? Behold, the great day of the Lord is at hand, and it is unlawful for
thee to mourn. But take this head-band, which the woman that made it gave to me;
for it is not proper that I should wear it, because I am a maid-servant, and it has a
royal appearance. And Anna said: Depart from me; for I have not done such things,
and the Lord has brought me very low. I fear that some wicked person has given it to
thee, and thou hast come to make me a sharer in thy sin. And Judith said: Why
should I curse thee, seeing that the Lord hath shut thy womb, so as not to give thee
fruit in Israel? And Anna was grieved exceedingly, and put off her garments of
mourning, and cleaned her head, and put on her wedding garments, and about the
ninth hour went down to the garden to walk. And she saw a laurel, and sat under it,
and prayed to the Lord, saying: O God of our fathers, bless me and hear my prayer,
as Thou didst bless the womb of Sarah, and didst give her a son Isaac.
3. And gazing towards the heaven, she saw a sparrow's nest in the laurel, and made
a lamentation in herself, saying: Alas! who begot me? and what womb produced me?
because I have become a curse in the presence of the sons of Israel, and I have
been reproached, and they have driven me in derision out of the temple of the Lord.
Alas! to what have I been likened? I am not like the fowls of the heaven, because
even the fowls of the heaven are productive before Thee, O Lord. Alas! to what have
I been likened? I am not like the beasts of the earth, because even the beasts of the
earth are productive before Thee, O Lord. Alas! to what have I been likened? I am
not like these waters, because even these waters are productive before Thee, O
Lord. Alas! to what have I been likened? I am not like this earth, because even the
earth bringeth forth its fruits in season, and blesseth Thee, O Lord.
4. And, behold, an angel of the Lord stood by, saying: Anna, Anna, the Lord hath
heard thy prayer, and thou shalt conceive, and shall bring forth; and thy seed shall be
spoken of in all the world. And Anna said: As the Lord my God liveth, if I beget either
male or female, I will bring it as a gift to the Lord my God; and it shall minister to Him
in holy things all the days of its life. And, behold, two angels came, saying to her:
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Behold, Joachim thy husband is coming with his flocks. For an angel of the Lord went
down to him, saying: Joachim, Joachim, the Lord God hath heard thy prayer Go
down hence; for, behold, thy wife Anna shall conceive. And Joachim went down and
called his shepherds, saying: Bring me hither ten she-lambs without spot or blemish,
and they shall be for the Lord my God; and bring me twelve tender calves, and they
shall be for the priests and the elders; and a hundred goats for all the people. And,
behold, Joachim came with his flocks; and Anna stood by the gate, and saw Joachim
coming, and she ran anti hung upon his neck, saying: Now I know that the Lord God
hath blessed me exceedingly; for, behold the widow no longer a widow, and I the
childless shall conceive. And Joachim rested the first day in his house.
5. And on the following day he brought his offerings, saying in himself: If the Lord
God has been rendered gracious to me, the plate on the priest's forehead will make it
manifest to me. And Joachim brought his offerings, and observed attentively the
priest's plate when he went up to the altar of the Lord, and he saw no sin in himself.
And Joachim said: Now I know that the Lord has been gracious unto me, and has
remitted all my sins. And he went down from the temple of the Lord justified, and
departed to his own house. And her months were fulfilled, and in the ninth month
Anna brought forth. And she said to the midwife: What have I brought forth? and she
said: A girl. And said Anna: My soul has been magnified this day. And she laid her
down. And the days having been fulfilled, Anna was purified, and gave the breast to
the child, and called her name Mary.
6. And the child grew strong day by day; and when she was six months old, her
mother set her on the ground to try whether she could stand, and she walked seven
steps and came into her bosom; and she snatched her up, saying: As the Lord my
God liveth, thou shall not walk on this earth until I bring thee into the temple of the
Lord. And she made a sanctuary in her bedchamber, and allowed nothing common
or unclean to pass through her. And she called the undefiled daughters of the
Hebrews, and they led her astray. And when she was a year old, Joachim made a
great feast, and invited the priests, and the scribes, and the elders, and all the people
of Israel. And Joachim brought the child to the priests; and they blessed her, saying:
O God of our fathers, bless this child, and give her an everlasting name to be named
in all generations. And all the people said: So be it, so be it, amen. And he brought
her to the chief priests; and they blessed her, saying: O God most high, look upon
this child, and bless her with the utmost blessing, which shall be for ever. And her
mother snatched her up, and took her into the sanctuary of her bed-chamber, and
gave her the breast. And Anna made a song to the Lord God, saying: I will sing a
song to the Lord my God, for He hath looked upon me, and hath taken away the
reproach of mine enemies; and the Lord hath given the the fruit of His righteousness,
singular in its kind, and richly endowed before Him. Who will tell the sons of Rubim
that Anna gives suck? Hear, hear, ye twelve tribes of Israel, that Anna gives suck.
And she laid her to rest in the bed-chamber of her sanctuary, and went out and
ministered unto them. And when the supper was ended, they went down rejoicing,
and glorifying the God of Israel.
7. And her months were added to the child. And the child was two years old, and
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Joachim said: Let us take her up to the temple of the Lord, that we may pay the vow
that we have vowed, lest perchance the Lord send to us, and our offering be not
received. And Anna said: Let us wait for the third year, in order that the child may not
seek for father or mother. And Joachim said: So let us wait. And the child was three
years old, and Joachim said: Invite the daughters of the Hebrews that are undefiled,
and let them take each a lamp, and let them stand with the lamps burning, that the
child may not turn back, and her heart be captivated from the temple of the Lord. And
they did so until they went up into the temple of the Lord. And the priest received her,
and kissed her, and blessed her, saying: The Lord has magnified thy name in all
generations. In thee, on the last of the days, the Lord will manifest His redemption to
the sons of Israel. And he set her down upon the third step of the altar, and the Lord
God sent grace upon her; and she danced with her feet, and all the house of Israel
loved her.
8. And her parents went down marvelling, and praising the Lord God, because the
child had not turned back. And Mary was in the temple of the Lord as if she were a
dove that dwelt there, and she received food from the hand of an angel. And when
she was twelve years old there was held a council of the priests, saying: Behold,
Mary has reached the age of twelve years in the temple of the Lord. What then shall
we do with her, test perchance she defile the sanctuary of the Lord? And they said to
the high priest: Thou standest by the altar of the Lord; go in, and pray concerning her;
and whatever the Lord shall manifest unto thee, that also will we do. And the high
priest went in, taking the robe with the twelve bells into the holy of holies; and he
prayed concerning her. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by him, saying unto
him: Zacharias, Zacharias, go out and assemble the widowers of the people, and let
them bring each his rod; and to whomsoever the Lord shall show a sign, his wife shall
she be. And the heralds went out through all the circuit of Judaea, and the trumpet of
the Lord sounded, and all ran.
9. And Joseph, throwing away his axe, went out to meet them; and when they had
assembled, they went away to the high priest, taking with them their rods. And he,
taking the rods of all of them, entered into the temple, and prayed; and having ended
his prayer, he took the rods and came out, and gave them to them: but there was no
sign in them, and Joseph took his rod last; and, behold, a dove came out of the rod,
and flew upon Joseph's head. And the priest said to Joseph, Thou hast been chosen
by lot to take into thy keeping the virgin of the Lord. But Joseph refused, saying: I
have children, and I am an old man, and she is a young girl. I am afraid lest I become
a laughingstock to the sons of Israel. And the priest said to Joseph: Fear the Lord thy
God, and remember what the Lord did to Dathan, and Abiram, and Korah; how the
earth opened, and they were swallowed up on account of their contradiction. And
now fear, O Joseph, lest the same things happen in thy house. And Joseph was
afraid, and took her into his keeping. And Joseph said to Mary: Behold, I have
received thee from the temple of the Lord; and now I leave thee in my house, and go
away to build my buildings, and I shall come to thee. The Lord will protect thee.
10. And there was a council of the priests, saying: Let us make a veil for the temple of
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the Lord. And the priest said: Call to me the undefiled virgins of the family of David.
And the officers went away, and sought, and found seven virgins. And the priest
remembered the child Mary, that she was of the family of David, and undefiled before
God. And the officers went away and brought her. And they brought them into the
temple of the Lord. And the priest said: Choose for me by lot who shall spin the gold,
and the white, and the fine linen, and the silk, and the blue, and the scarlet, and the
true purple. And the true purple and the scarlet fell to the lot of Mary, and she took
them, and went away to her house. And at that time Zacharias was dumb, and
Samuel was in his place until the time that Zacharias spake. And Mary took the
scarlet, and span it.
11. And she took the pitcher, and went out to fill it with water. And, behold, a voice
saying: Hail, thou who hast received grace; the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou
among women! And she looked round, on the right hand and on the left, to see
whence this voice came. And she went away, trembling, to her house, and put down
the pitcher; and taking the purple, she sat down on her seat, and drew it out. And,
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before her, saying: Fear not, Mary; for thou hast
found grace before the Lord of all, and thou shalt conceive, according to His word.
And she hearing, reasoned with herself, saying: Shall I conceive by the Lord, the
living God? and shall I bring forth as every woman brings forth? And the angel of the
Lord said: Not so, Mary; for the power of the Lord shall overshadow thee:
wherefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
the Most High. And thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from
their sins. And Mary said: Behold, the servant of the Lord before His face: let it be
unto me according to thy word.
12. And she made the purple and the scarlet, and took them to the priest. And the
priest blessed her, and said: Mary, the Lord God hath magnified thy name, and thou
shall be blessed in all the generations of the earth. And Mary, with great joy, went
away to Elizabeth her kinswoman, and knocked at the door. And when Elizabeth
heard her, she threw away the scarlet, and ran to the door, and opened it; and seeing
Mary, she blessed her, and said: Whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? for, behold, that which is in me leaped and blessed thee. But
Mary had forgotten the mysteries of which the archangel Gabriel had spoken, and
gazed up into heaven, and said: Who am I, O Lord, that all the generations of the
earth should bless me? And she remained three months with Elizabeth; and day by
day she grew bigger. And Mary being afraid, went away to her own house, and hid
herself from the sons of Israel. And she was sixteen years old when these mysteries
happened.
13. And she was in her sixth month; and, behold, Joseph came back from his
building, and, entering into his house, he discovered that she was big with child. And
he smote his face, and threw himself on the ground upon the sackcloth, and wept
bitterly, saying: With what face shall I look upon the Lord my God? and what prayer
shall I make about this maiden? because I received her a virgin out of the temple of
the Lord, and I have not watched over her. Who is it that has hunted me down? Who
has done this evil thing in my house, and defiled the virgin? Has not the history of
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Adam been repeated in me? For just as Adam was in the hour of his singing praise,
and the serpent came, and found Eve alone, and completely deceived her, so it has
happened to me also. And Joseph stood up from the sackcloth, and called Mary, and
said to her: O thou who hast been cared for by God, why hast thou done this and
forgotten the Lord thy God? Why hast thou brought low thy soul, thou that wast
brought up in the holy of holies, and that didst receive food from the hand of an angel?
And she wept bitterly, saying: I am innocent, and have known no man. And Joseph
said to her: Whence then is that which is in thy womb? And she said: As the Lord my
God liveth, I do not know whence it is to me.
14. And Joseph was greatly afraid, and retired from her, and considered what he
should do in regard to her. And Joseph said: If I conceal her sin, I find myself fighting
against the law of the Lord; and if
I expose her to the sons of Israel, I am afraid lest that which is in her be from an
angel, and I shall be found giving up innocent blood to the doom of death. What then
shall I do with her? I will put her away from me secretly. And night came upon him;
and, behold, an angel of the Lord appears to him in a dream, saying: Be not afraid for
this maiden, for that which is in her is of the Holy Spirit; and she will bring forth a Son,
and thou shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins. And
Joseph arose from sleep, and glorified the God of Israel, who had given him this
grace; and he kept her.
15. And Annas the scribe came to him, and said: Why hast thou not appeared in our
assembly? And Joseph said to him: Because I was weary from my journey, and
rested the first day. And he turned, and saw that Mary was with child. And he ran
away to the priest? and said to him: Joseph, whom thou didst vouch for, has
committed a grievous crime. And the priest said: How so? And he said: He has
defiled the virgin whom he received out of the temple of the Lord, and has married
her by stealth, and has not revealed it to the sons of Israel. And the priest answering,
said: Has Joseph done this? Then said Annas the scribe: Send officers, and thou wilt
find the virgin with child. And the officers went away, and found it as he had said; and
they brought her along with Joseph to the tribunal. And the priest said: Mary, why
hast thou done this? and why hast thou brought thy soul low, and forgotten the Lord
thy God? Thou that wast reared in the holy of holies, and that didst receive food from
the hand of an angel, and didst hear the hymns, and didst dance before Him, why
hast thou done this? And she wept bitterly, saying: As the Lord my God liveth, I am
pure before Him, and know not a man. And the priest said to Joseph: Why hast thou
done this? And Joseph said: As the Lord liveth, I am pure concerning her. Then said
the priest: Bear not false witness, but speak the truth. Thou hast married her by
stealth, and hast not revealed it to the sons of Israel, and hast not bowed thy head
under the strong hand, that thy seed might be blessed. And Joseph was silent.
16. And the priest said: Give up the virgin whom thou didst receive out of the temple
of the Lord. And Joseph burst into tears. And the priest said: I will give you to drink of
the water of the ordeal of the Lord, and He shall make manifest your sins in your
eyes. And the priest took the water, and gave Joseph to drink and sent him away to
the hill-country; and he returned unhurt. And he gave to Mary also to drink, and sent
her away to the hill-country; and she returned unhurt. And all the people wondered
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that sin did not appear in them. And the priest said: If the Lord God has not made
manifest your sins, neither do I judge you. And he sent them away. And Joseph took
Mary, and went away to his own house, rejoicing and glorifying the God of Israel.
17. And there was an order from the Emperor Augustus, that all in Bethlehem of
Judaea should be enrolled. And Joseph said: I shall enrol my sons, but what shall I
do with this maiden? How shall I enrol her? As my wife? I am ashamed. As my
daughter then? But all the sons of Israel know that she is not my daughter. The day
of the Lord shall itself bring it to pass as the Lord will. And he saddled the ass, and
set her upon it; and his son led it, and Joseph followed. And when they had come
within three miles, Joseph turned and saw her sorrowful; and he said to himself:
Likely that which is in her distresses her. And again Joseph turned and saw her
laughing. And he said to her: Mary, how is it that I see in thy face at one time laughter,
at another sorrow? And Mary said to Joseph: Because I see two peoples with my
eyes; the one weeping and lamenting, and the other rejoicing and exulting. And they
came into the middle of the road, and Mary said to him: Take me down from off the
ass, for that which is in me presses to come forth. And he took her down from off the
ass, and said to her: Whither shall I lead thee, and cover thy disgrace? for the place
is desert.
18. And he found a cave there, and led her into it; and leaving his two sons beside
her, he went out to seek a widwife in the district of Bethlehem. And I Joseph was
walking, and was not walking; and I looked up into the sky, and saw the sky
astonished; and I looked up to the pole of the heavens, and saw it standing, and the
birds of the air keeping still. And I looked down upon the earth, and saw a trough
lying, and work-people reclining: and their hands were in the trough. And those that
were eating did not eat, and those that were rising did not carry it up, and those that
were conveying anything to their mouths did not convey it; but the faces of all were
looking upwards. And I saw the sheep walking, and the sheep stood still; and the
shepherd raised his hand to strike them, and his hand remained up. And I looked
upon the current of the river, and I saw the mouths of the kids resting on the water
and not drinking, and all things in a moment were driven from their course.
19. And I saw a woman coming down from the hill-country, and she said to me: O
man, whither art thou going? And I said: I am seeking an Hebrew midwife. And she
answered and said unto me: Art thou of Israel? And I said to her: Yes. And she said:
And who is it that is bringing forth in the cave? And I said: A woman betrothed to me.
And she said to me: Is she not thy wife? And I said to her: It is Mary that was reared
in the temple of the Lord, and I obtained her by lot as my wife. And yet she is not my
wife, but has conceived of the Holy Spirit. And the widwife said to him: Is this true?
And Joseph said to her: Come and see. And the midwife went away with him. And
they stood in the place of the cave, and behold a luminous cloud overshadowed the
cave. And the midwife said: My soul has been magnified this day, because mine
eyes have seen strange things -- because salvation has been brought forth to Israel.
And immediately the cloud disappeared out of the cave, and a great light shone in
the cave, so that the eyes could not bear it. And in a little that light gradually
decreased, until the infant appeared, and went and took the breast from His mother
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Mary. And the midwife cried out, and said: This is a great day to me, because I have
seen this strange sight. And the midwife went forth out of the cave, and Salome met
her. And she said to her: Salome, Salome, I have a strange sight to relate to thee: a
virgin has brought forth -- a thing which her nature admits not of. Then said Salome:
As the Lord my God liveth, unless I thrust in my finger, and search the parts, I will not
believe that a virgin has brought forth.
20. And the midwife went in, and said to Mary: Show thyself; for no small controversy
has arisen about thee. And Salome put in her finger, and cried out, and said: Woe is
me for mine iniquity and mine unbelief, because I have tempted the living God; and,
behold, my hand is dropping off as if burned with fire. And she bent her knees before
the Lord, saying: O God of my fathers, remember that I am the seed of Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob; do not make a show of me to the sons of Israel, but restore me to
the poor; for Thou knowest, O Lord, that in Thy name I have performed my services,
and that I have received my reward at Thy hand. And, behold, an angel of the Lord
stood by her, saying to her: Salome, Salome, the Lord hath heard thee. Put thy hand
to the infant, and carry it, and thou wilt have safety and joy. And Salome went and
carried it, saying: I will worship Him, because a great King has been born to Israel.
And, behold, Salome was immediately cured, and she went forth out of the cave
justified. And behold a voice saying: Salome, Salome, tell not the strange things thou
hast seen, until the child has come into Jerusalem.
21. And, behold, Joseph was ready to go into Judaea. And there was a great
commotion in Bethlehem of Judaea, for Magi came, saying: Where is he that is born
king of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and have come to worship
him. And when Herod heard, he was much disturbed, and sent officers to the Magi.
And he sent for the priests, and examined them, saying: How is it written about the
Christ? where is He to be born? And they said: In Bethlehem of Judaea, for so it is
written. And he sent them away. And he examined the Magi, saying to them: What
sign have you seen in reference to the king that has been born? And the Magi said:
We have seen a star of great size shining among these stars, and obscuring their
light, so that the stars did not appear; and we thus knew that a king has been born to
Israel, and we have come to worship him. And Herod said: Go and seek him; and if
you find him, let me know, in order that I also may go and worship him. And the Magi
went out. And, behold, the star which they had seen in the east went before them
until they came to the cave, and it stood over the top of the cave. And the Magi saw
the infant with His mother Mary; and they brought forth from their bag gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned by the angel not to go into Judaea,
they went into their own country by another road.
22. And when Herod knew that he had been mocked by the Magi, in a rage he sent
murderers, saying to them: Slay the children from two years old and under. And Mary,
having heard that the children were being killed, was afraid, and took the infant and
swaddled Him, and put Him into an ox-stall. And Elizabeth, having heard that they
were searching for John, took him and went up into the hill-country, and kept looking
where to conceal him. And there was no place of concealment. And Elizabeth,
groaning with a loud voice, says: O mountain of God, receive mother and child. And
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immediately the mountain was cleft, and received her. And a light shone about them,
for an angel of the Lord was with them, watching over them.
23. And Herod searched for John, and sent officers to Zacharias, saying: Where hast
thou hid thy son? And he, answering, said to them: I am the servant of God in holy
things, and I sit constantly in the temple of the Lord: I do not know where my son is.
And the officers went away, and reported all these things to Herod. And Herod was
enraged, and said: His son is destined to be king over Israel. And he sent to him
again, saying: Tell the truth; where is thy son? for thou knowest that thy life is in my
hand. And Zacharias said: I am God's martyr, if thou sheddest my blood; for the Lord
will receive my spirit, because thou sheddest innocent blood at the vestibule of the
temple of the Lord. And Zacharias was murdered about daybreak. And the sons of
Israel did not know that he had been murdered.
24. But at the hour of the salutation the priests went away, and Zacharias did not
come forth to meet them with a blessing, according to his custom. And the priests
stood waiting for Zacharias to salute him at the prayer, and to glorify the Most High.
And he still delaying, they were all afraid. But one of them ventured to go in, and he
saw clotted blood beside the altar; and he heard a voice saying: Zacharias has been
murdered, and his blood shall not be wiped up until his avenger come. And hearing
this saying, he was afraid, and went out and told it to the priests. And they ventured
in, and saw what had happened; and the fretwork of the temple made a wailing noise,
and they rent their clothes from the top even to the bottom. And they found not his
body, but they found his blood turned into stone. And they were afraid, and went out
and reported to the people that Zacharias had been murdered. And all the tribes of
the people heard, and mourned, and lamented for him three days and three nights.
And after the three days, the priests consulted as to whom they should put in his
place; and the lot fell upon Simeon. For it was he who had been warned by the Holy
Spirit that he should not see death until he should see the Christ in the flesh. And I
James that wrote this history in Jerusalem, a commotion having arisen when Herod
died, withdrew myself to the wilderness until the commotion in Jerusalem ceased,
glorifying the Lord God, who had given me the gift and the wisdom to write this
history. . And grace shall be with them that fear our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory to ages of ages. Amen.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
JOHN OF DAMASCUS
According to another tradition known to John of Damascus ( On the Orthodox Faith, c.
750), Mary’s great grandfather was named Panther (in one source called Levi) a
brother of Matthat (Lk 3). Her grandfather was bar-Panther, a cousin of Heli. Joachim,
the father of Mary was a cousin of Joseph son of Heli.

At any rate these traditions try to establish Luke’s genealogy as Mary’s ancestory.
One explanation for this is that 'Joachim', is a variant form of Eliacim which is
abbreviated as Eli, a variant of Heli."
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2Kings 23:34, "And Pharao Nechao made Eliakim the son of the Josias king in the
room of Josias his father, and turned his name to Joakim..."
see also 2Chron 36:4
Robertson's Harmony of the Gospels lists eleven scholars, including Martin Luther,
who accepted this explanation and holds that Matthew's genealogy traces the
lineage of Jesus through Joseph, while the one in Luke actually traces it through
Mary. (A.T. Robertson, A Harmony of the Gospels. appendix) The reason why Mary's
name is not in Luke's version is because women were not included in Jewish
genealogies by practice and tradition.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN
THE BOOK OF THE CAVE OF TREASURES.
The Book called the "Cave of Treasures" was discovered by Assemânî, the famous
author of the Catalogues of Oriental Manuscripts in the Vatican Library, which he
printed in Bibliotheca Orientalis in four volumes. The manuscript contained the
history of a period of 5,500 years, i.e. from the creation of Adam to the birth of Christ.
The "Cave of Treasures," is in Syriac. It is also identical with the "Book of Adam and
Eve" in Ethiopic. This text is attributed to Ephrem Syrus, who was born at Nisibis
soon after A.D. 306 and died in 373, but it is now generally believed that the form in
which we now have it is not older than the 6th century. AD. It is assumed that the
author of the book may have been one of the successors of Epharim.
The author of the Book which is commonly known as the "Cave of Treasures" called
his work "The Book of the order of the succession of Generations (or Families)," the
Families being those of the Patriarchs and Kings of Israel and Judah; and his chief
object was to show how Christ was descended from Adam. He did not accept the
genealogical tables which were commonly in use among his unlearned
fellow-Christians, because he was convinced that all the ancient tables of
genealogies which the Jews had possessed were destroyed by fire by the captain of
Nebuchadnezzar's army immediately after the capture of Jerusalem by the
Babylonians. The Jews promptly constructed new tables of genealogies, which both
Christians and Arabs regarded as fictitious.

"Now the genealogy of the tribes (or, families) was lost by the scribes, and they were
unable to show either whence the heads of families took [their] wives, or whence they
came. I, however, possess the knowledge of the correct genealogy, and will show
the truth to everyman. When the children of Israel went up from Babylon--
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Zerubbabel begot Abiud by Malkath, the daughter of Ezra the scribe. Abiud took to
wife Zakhyath, the daughter of Joshua, the son of Yôzâdâk, the priest, and begot by
her Eliakim. Eliakim took to wife Hâlâbh, the daughter of Dôrnîbh, and begot by her
`Azôr.
`Azôr took to wife Yalpath, the daughter of Hazôr, and begot by her Zadok. Zadok
took to wife Kaltîn, the daughter of Dôrnibh, and begot by her Akhîn. Akhîn took to
wife Heskath, the daughter of Ta`îl, and begot by her Eliud. Eliud took to wife Beshtîn,
the daughter of Hasâl, and begot by her Eleazar. Eleazar took to wife Dîbath, the
daughter of Tôlâh, and begot by her Mâtthân. Mâtthân took to wife Sebhrath, the
daughter of Phinehas, and begot by her two sons at one conception, Jacob and
Yônâkhîr. Jacob took to wife Hadbhîth, the daughter of Eleazur, and begot by her
Joseph. Yônakhîr took Dînâ, the daughter of Pâkôdh, and begot by her Mary, of
whom was born the Christ."
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The book also gives the genealogy from Adam to Jesus in both the lines of Joseph
and Mary
Incidentaly it gives more details about the women in the line.
"Hear, O my brother Nemesius the following table of succession which I write for thee;
none of the [other] doctors hath been able to light upon it. The following are the
sixty-three generations from
which the Incarnation of Christ is descended, and their order is thus:-"Adam begot Seth.(by Eve)
Seth took to wife Kelîmath, who was born with Abel, and begot by her Enos.
Enos took to wife Hannâ, the daughter of Jubal, the daughter of Hôh, the daughter of
Seth, and begot by her Cainan . Cainan took to wife Peryath, the daughter of Kôtûn,
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the daughter of Yarbâl, and begot by her Mahlâlâîl.
Mahlâlâîl took to wife Sehatpar, the daughter of Enos, and begot by her Yârêd
(Jared).
Jared took to wife Zebhîdhâ, the daughter of Kuhlôn, the daughter of Kenan, and
begot by her Enoch.
Enoch took to wife Zadhkîn, the daughter of Tôpîh, the daughter of Mahlâlâîl, and
begot by her Methuselah.
Methuselah took to wife Sâkhûth, the daughter of Sôkhîn, and begot by her Lamech.
Lamech took to wife Kîpâr, the daughter of Tûthâth, the daughter of Methuselah, and
begot by her Noah.
Noah took to wife Haykâl, the daughter of Namûs, and he begot by her Shem, Ham
and Japhet.
Shem begot Arpakhshar (Arphaxad) .
Arphaxad begot Shâlâh (Salah).
Salah begot Âbhâr (Eber).
Eber begot Pâlâg (Peleg) .
Peleg begot Ar`ô (Reu) .
Reu begot Sârôgh (Serug) .
Serug took to wife Kâhâl, the daughter of Peleg, who begot Nâhôr.
Nâhôr took to wife Napûsh (Yapûsh ?), the daughter of Reu, and begot Tarah
(Terah).
Terah took two wives, Yônâ and Salmûth; by Yônâ he begot Abraham, and by
Salmûth he begot Sârâ (Sarah) .
Abraham took to wife Sarah and begot Isaac.
Isaac took to wife Rebecca and begot Jacob.
Jacob took to wife Leah and begot Judah.
Judah by Tamar his daughter in law begot Pars (Pharez)
Pharez begot Hezron. Hezron begot Aram. Aram begot Amminadab. Amminadab
begot Nahshôn (Nahasson). Nahasson begot Salmon. Salmon,took by Rahab. begot
Boaz
Boaz took to wife Ruth, the daughter of Lot, and begot Obed.
Obed begot Jesse. Jesse begot David the king.
David took to wife Bathsheba, and begot by her Solomon.
Solomon begot Rehoboam. Rehoboam begot Abijah.
Abijah begot Asa.
Asa begot Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat begot Joram
Joram begot Ahaziah.
Ahaziah begot Joash.
Joash begot Amaziah.
Amaziah begot Uzziah.
Uzziah begot Jotham.
Jotham begot Ahaz.
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Ahaz begot Hezekiah.
Hezekiah begot Manasseh.
Manasseh begot Amon.
Amon begot Josiah.
Josiah begot Jehoiakim.
Jehoiakim begot Jehoiachin.
Jehoiachin begot Salathiel.
Salathiel begot Nedabijah .
Nedabijah begot Zerubbabel.
Zerubbabel begot Abiud.
Abiud begot Eliakim.
Eliakim begot Azor.
Azor begot Zadok.
Zadok begot Achin.
Achin begot Eliud.
Eliud begot Eleazar.
Eleazar begot Mâtthan.
Mâtthan took to wife Sabhrath, the daughter of Phinehas, and begot Jacob and
Yônâkhîr.
Jacob took to wife Hadhbhîth, the daughter of Eleazar, and begot Joseph, the
betrothed of Mary
Yônâkhîr took to wife Dînâ, that is to say, Hannâ, the daughter of Pâkôdh, and sixty
years after he had taken her to wife she brought forth Mary, of whom was born Christ.
[The Genealogy of Mary.]
And because Joseph was the son of Mary's uncle, by the foreknowledge of God,
Who knew that Mary would be certainly attacked by the Jews, Mary was given to
Joseph, who was the son of her uncle, that he might take care of her. Observe, O our
brother Nemesius, that the fathers of the blessed woman Mary belonged to the
succession of the generations of David."
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN
THE BOOK OF THE BEE
The Book of the Bee is an historical/theological compilation containing numerous
bible legends. The book consists of 55 chapters discussing various topics including
the creation, heaven and earth, the angels, darkness, paradise, Old Testament
patriarchs, New Testament events, lists of kings and patriarchs, and the final day of
resurrection. It was written by Syrian Nestorian Solomon, Bishop of Bassora (c.
1222). It was written in Syriac.
The Book of Gleanings Called the Bee was written in the first half of the 13th century
by Mar Shlimon, Metropolitan of Prath Maishan (Basra) of the Assyrian Church of the
East. The poetic title of the book originates in the idea that a bee goes from flower to
flower collecting precious nectar from each. http://orthodoxwiki.org/Book_of_the_Bee
An alternative genealogy is given in the Book of the Bee
The Book of the Bee edited and translated by Earnest A. Wallis Budge, M.A.
[Oxford, the Clarendon Press]
[1886]
"CHAPTER XXXIII.
"OF THE MESSIANIC GENERATIONS
"GOD created Adam. Adam begat Seth. Seth begat Enos. Enos begat Kainân.
Kainân begat Mahalaleel. Mahalaleel begat Jared. Jared begat Enoch. Enoch begat
Methuselah. Methuselah begat Lamech. Lamech begat Noah. Noah begat Shem.
Shem begat Arphaxar. Arphaxar begat Kainân.
Kainân begat Shâlâch. Shâlâch begat Eber. Eber begat Peleg. Peleg begat Reu.
Reu begat Serug. Serug begat Nahor. Nahor begat Terah. Terah begat Abraham.
Abraham begat Isaac. Isaac begat Jacob. Jacob begat Judah.Judah took a
Canaanitish wife, whose name was Shuah. And it was very grievous to Jacob, and
he said to Judah, 'The God of my fathers will not allow the seed of Canaan to be
mingled with our seed, nor his family with our family.' There were born to Judah by
the Canaanitish woman three sons, Er, Onan, and Shelah. Er took Tamar, the
daughter of Merari the son of Levi, to wife, and he lay with her in the Sodomite way
and died without children. After him his brother Onan took her, to raise up seed to his
brother; he also, when he lay with her, scattered his seed outside of her on the
ground, and he too died without children. Because Shelah was a child, Judah kept
his daughter-in-law in widowhood, that he might give her to Shelah to raise up seed
by her. But Tamar went into her father-in-law by crafty devices, and lay with him, and
conceived, and gave birth to twins, Pharez and Zarah. Pharez begat Hezron.
Hezron begat Aram. Aram begat Amminadab. Amminadab begat Nahshon.
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Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, took the sister of Nahshon to wife, and by her
begat Phinehas; and the seed of the priesthood was mingled with the royal line.
Nahshon begat Salmon. Salmon begat Boaz by Rahab. Boaz begat Obed by Ruth
the Moabitess. Obed begat Jesse. Jesse begat David the king by Nahash.
Now two genealogies are handed down from David to Christ; the one from Solomon
to Jacob, and the other from Nathan to Heli.
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"Know too, O my brother, that Mattan the son of Eliezer--whose descent was from
the family of Solomon--took a wife whose name was Astha (or Essetha) and by her
begat Jacob naturally.
Mattan died, and Melchi--whose family descended from Nathan the son of
David--took her to wife, and begat by her Eli (or Heli); hence Jacob and Heli are
brothers, (the sons) of (one) mother.
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Eli took a wife and died without children.
Then Jacob took her to wife, to raise up seed to his brother, according to the
command of the law; and he begat by her Joseph, who was the son of Jacob
according to nature, but the son of Heli according to the law; so whichever ye choose,
whether according to nature, or according to the law, Christ is found to be the son of
David.
It is moreover right to know that Eliezer begat two sons, Mattan and Jotham.
Mattan begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Joseph;
Jotham begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Mary. From this it is clear that Joseph's father
and Mary's father were cousins."
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN
ANNA

Joachim was of the tribe of Judah, and a descendant of King David.
Anna was the daughter of Matthan the priest, of the tribe of Levi. Matthan and Anna
had three daughters and no sons:
• Mary was married in Bethlehem and bore Salome;
• Zoia was also married in Bethlehem and bore Elizabeth, who married Zachariah of
the Levi tribe who was the High Priest mentioned in Luke.
Their son in their old age was John the Baptist.
Anna was married in Nazareth to Joachim of the tribe of Judah and gave birth to the
Mary the Mother of Jesus.
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Catholic Encyclopedia (1913) gives the following explanation on St. Anne Anne
(Hebrew, Hannah, grace; also spelled Ann, Anne, Anna) is the traditional name of
the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
All our information concerning the names and lives of Sts. Joachim and Anne, the
parents of Mary, is derived from apocryphal literature, the Gospel of the Nativity of
Mary, the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew and the Protoevangelium of James. Though
the earliest form of the latter, on which directly or indirectly the other two seem to be
based, goes back to about A.D. 150, we can hardly accept as beyond doubt its
various statements on its sole authority. In the Orient the Protoevangelium had great
authority and portions of it were read on the feasts of Mary by the Greeks, Syrians,
Copts, and Arabians. In the Occident, however, it was rejected by the Fathers of the
Church until its contents were incorporated by Jacobus de Voragine in his "Golden
Legend" in the thirteenth century. From that time on the story of St. Anne spread over
the West and was amply developed, until St. Anne became one of the most popular
saints also of the Latin Church.
The Protoevangelium gives the following account: In Nazareth there lived a rich and
pious couple, Joachim and Hannah. They were childless. When on a feast day
Joachim presented himself to offer sacrifice in the temple, he was repulsed by a
certain Ruben, under the pretext that men without offspring were unworthy to be
admitted. Whereupon Joachim, bowed down with grief, did not return home, but went
into the mountains to make his plaint to God in solitude. Also Hannah, having learned
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the reason of the prolonged absence of her husband, cried to the Lord to take away
from her the curse of sterility, promising to dedicate her child to the service of God.
Their prayers were heard; an angel came to Hannah and said: "Hannah, the Lord has
looked upon thy tears; thou shalt conceive and give birth and the fruit of thy womb
shall be blessed by all the world". The angel made the same promise to Joachim,
who returned to his wife. Hannah gave birth to a daughter whom she called Miriam
(Mary). Since this story is apparently a reproduction of the biblical account of the
conception of Samuel, whose mother was also called Hannah, even the name of the
mother of Mary seems to be doubtful.
The renowned Father John of Eck of Ingolstadt, in a sermon on St. Anne (published
at Paris in 1579), pretends to know even the names of the parents St. Anne. He calls
them Stollanus and Emerentia. He says that St. Anne was born after Stollanus and
Emerentia had been childless for twenty years; that St. Joachim died soon after the
presentation of Mary in the temple; that St. Anne then married Cleophas, by whom
she became the mother of Mary Cleophae (the wife of Alphaeus and mother of the
Apostles James the Lesser, Simon and Judas, and of Joseph the Just); after the
death of Cleophas she is said to have married Salomas, to whom she bore Maria
Salomae (the wife of Zebedaeus and mother of the Apostles John and James the
Greater). The same spurious legend is found in the writings of Gerson (Opp. III, 59)
and of many others. There arose in the sixteenth century an animated controversy
over the marriages of St. Anne, in which Baronius and Bellarmine defended her
monogamy. The Greek Menaea (25 July) call the parents of St. Anne Mathan and
Maria, and relate that Salome and Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Baptist, were
daughters of two sisters of St. Anne. According to Ephiphanius it was maintained
even in the fourth century by some enthusiasts that St. Anne conceived without the
action of man. This error was revived in the West in the fifteenth century. (Anna
concepit per osculum Joachimi.) In 1677 the Holy See condemned the error of
Imperiali who taught that St. Anne in the conception and birth of Mary remained virgin
(Benedict XIV, De Festis, II, 9). In the Orient the cult of St. Anne can be traced to the
fourth century. Justinian I (d. 565) had a church dedicated to her. The canon of the
Greek Office of St. Anne was composed by St. Theophanes (d. 817), but older parts
of the Office are ascribed to Anatolius of Byzantium (d. 458). Her feast is celebrated
in the East on the 25th day of July, which may be the day of the dedication of her first
church at Constantinople or the anniversary of the arrival of her supposed relics in
Constantinople (710). It is found in the oldest liturgical document of the Greek
Church, the Calendar of Constantinople (first half of the eighth century). The Greeks
keep a collective feast of St. Joachim and St. Anne on the 9th of September. In the
Latin Church St. Anne was not venerated, except, perhaps, in the south of France,
before the thirteenth century. Her picture, painted in the eighth century, which was
found lately in the church of Santa Maria Antiqua in Rome, owes its origin to
Byzantine influence. Her feast, under the influence of the "Golden Legend", is first
found (26 July) in the thirteenth century, e.g. at Douai (in 1291), where a foot of St.
Anne was venerated (feast of translation, 16 September). It was introduced in
England by Urban VI, 21 November, 1378, from which time it spread all over the
Western Church. It was extended to the universal Latin Church in 1584. .....
FREDERICK G. HOLWECK
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The Welch myth

The Welch myth and legends tell of Anna, the mother of Mary had been a "Cornish
Princess". If Cornish tradition is true; it claims Joseph of Arimathea as a wealthy
Phoenician tin-trader, brother-in-law to St Anne, who is claimed as a Cornish
princess taken by Joseph to Palestine and married to his brother. As her daughter
was the Virgin Mary, this made Joseph of Arimathea the great-uncle of Jesus.
Anna the Cornish Princess was the wife of Joachim.
Ptolas and Clopas, the twin brothers of Joseph, the two uncles of Jesus, had been
born in 26 BC to Jacob ben Matthan, who, first had a daughter born of Eucharia, a
young Jewish princess. That daughter was Miriam (b. 36 BC). It turns out that Ptolas
was killed in about 6 AD, when Jesus was, perhaps, 8 or 9 years old.
Prince Ptolas was married to a young Davidian, Princess Escha, the daughter of
Prince Joachim. She was the dynastic heiress of the Onaidite Jewish Lineage. Ptolas
died a premature death and in the apocryphal literature his widow, Escha, moved in
with her in-laws, Joseph and Mary. A few years later, Princess Escha died and left
her children in the custody of their Uncle Joseph and Aunt Mary.
David Hughes – “It has been conjectured by Catholic theologians that these children
were Jesus’ so-called "brothers" and "sisters", rather than whom the Protestants say
were Joseph and Mary’s later children, while the Orthodox schools teach that they
were Joseph’s children in a "levirate-marriage" with his brother’s [Ptolas’] widow,
Escha, which is not improbable nor contrary to Jewish practice at that time
(Deuteronomy 25:5).
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Prince Clopas (Cleopas) the youngest of the twins could be identified with Alphaeus
(Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15), which is the Syriac spelling of Clopas’ name.
As Hughes suggests: David Hughes – “He (Clopas) was the husband of ("the other")
Mary, the "sister-in-law", not "sister", of "The Virgin" Mary (John 19:25)c Clopas, and
his wife, "the other" Mary (not "The Virgin"), were the parents of at least four sons
and five daughters.” It is alleged that the daughter of Joseph of Arimathea, Anna is
one of the progenitors of the British Royalty.
http://asis.com/users/stag/royalty.html#Zarah
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Evidently we can find similar connection for Jesus from the genes of the nations all
over the word if not directly, then in indirect form. The dispersion of the nation of
Israel around the world thus will make the whole world as one family of brotherhood
with Jesus. A recent study of the Syrian Christians of Malabar Coast of Kerala
indicate they have Kohanim DNA through the Jews of Kerala who became Christians
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
MATRIARCHAL GENEALOGY OF JESUS

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of Miriam
After the creation of the Cosmos, God the father created
Man in his own image, Male and Female created He them.
The Male was called Adam and the Female, Adam called
Eve because she was the mother of all the living.
Eve the wife of Adam was the mother of Seth
Kelîmath the wife of Seth was the mother of Enos.
Hannâ, the daughter of Jubal, the daughter of Hôh, the daughter of Seth, the wife of
Enos was the mother of Cainan.
Peryath, the daughter of Kôtûn, the daughter of Yarbâl, the wife of Cainan was the
mother of Mahlâlâîl. Sehatpar, the daughter of Enos, the wife of Mahlâlâîl was the
mother of Yârêd (Jared).
Zebhîdhâ the daughter of Kuhlôn, the daughter of Kenan wife of Jared was the
mother of Enoch. Zadhkîn, the daughter of Tôpîh, the daughter of Mahlâlâîl, wife of
Enoch was the mother of Methuselah. Sâkhûth, the daughter of Sôkhîn, wife of
Methuselah was the mother of Lamech. Kîpâr, the daughter of Tûthâth, the daughter
of Methuselah, wife of Lamech was the mother of Noah.
Haykâl, the daughter of Namûs, wife of Noah was the mother of Shem, Ham and
Japhet.
Shem begot Arphaxad .
Arphaxad begot Salah.
Salah begot Eber.
Eber begot Peleg .
Peleg begot Reu .
Reu begot Serug .
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Kâhâl , the daughter of Peleg wife of Serug , was the mother of Nâhôr.
Napûsh, the daughter of Reu, wife of Nâhôr was the mother of Tera).
Yônâ was the mother of Abraham, and Salmûth was the mother of Sârâ (Sarah) .
Sarah the wife of Abraham was the mother of Isaac,
Rebekah wife of Issac was the mother of Jacob,
Leah wife of Jacob was the mother of Judah,
Tamar wife ofJudah was the mother of Perez.
The names of the mothers of the following are not known Hezron begot Ram,
Ram begot Amminadab,
Amminadab begot Nahshon and
Nashon begot Salmon.
Rahab wife of Salmon was the mother of Boaz,
Ruth wife of Boaz was the mother of Obed.
Obed’s begot Jesse. Jesse begot David.
Bathsheba was the mother of Solomon,
Naamah, the Ammonite, was the mother of Rehoboam.
Maacah was the mother of Abijam
Abijam begat Asa.
Azubah was the wife of Asa was the mother of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoram begat Jeshosaphat
Athaliah wife of Jehoram was the mother of Ahaziah,
Zibiah of Beersheba, wife of Ahaziah was the mother of Joash.
Jecoliah of Jerusalem wife of Joah bore Uzziah, J
erusha wife of Uzziah bore Jotham;
Jotham begat Ahaz,
Abi wife of Ahaz was the mother of Hezekiah,
Hephzibah wife of Hezekiah was the mother of Manasseh,
Meshullemeth wife of Mannasseh was the mother of Amon,
Jedidah wife of Amon was the mother of Josiah.
Zebidah wife of Josiah was the mother of Jehoiahim,
Nehushta wife of Josiah was the mother of Jehiachinm
Hamutal wife of Jehoikim was the mother of Zedekiah
.
No record of wives during the exile and soon after is known for Zedekiah ,Jechoniah,
Shealtiel, Zerubbabel, Abiud, Eliakim, Azor Zadok,, Achim, Eliud, Eleazar, Matthan,
and Jacob
Joseph was the husband of Miriam.
Of her was born Jesus who is called Christ.
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Captivity of Judah

Blood Line
JESUS SON OF DAVID

JESUS SON OF GOD

WORD BECAME FLESH
AND
DWELT AMONG US

Legal Royal Line
JESUS KING OF THE JEWS
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