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PREFACE

This is a continuation of my earlier study on Gen. 1:1 which presented the starting point of the

coming into existence of God and the creation of time and the comos of existence. God as a

family was now in action to create homes for his Sons so that He can live among them. This is

what a God who is defined as love will do. Creation of Sons invariably involves problems

consequent of the independence and the space that will be demanded by the children to grow. It

is in this context we should be looking at the Biblical narrations.

This study concentrates on the initial creation story as represented in Gen 1:2 to Gen 2:3 on how

God went about creating a special place to the residence of Adam and Eve away from other

corruptions which may have caused by the elder brothers within the Sons of God.

The story is certainly not intended to be a scientific presentation of the physical laws and structure

of created cosmos. It simply is the story of how God started to build a home for humans on earth

and told in terms and language understood by them in their state of growth.

Because of this a lot of controversy has developed on the creation.

My attempt is not to clear the controversy but to explain all variations of the problem and their

solutions suggested by various scholars through the ages. So you will be entering into a maze.

Enjoy the maze. If you find it enjoyable, I have met my target.

Prof.M.M.Ninan

Normal, IL

2018
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CHAPTER ONE

WHO WROTE

THE BOOK OF GENESIS?

The Genesis creation story starts from Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3

Torah (the first five books of Moses referred by Christians as Pentateuch) is originally written in

Hebrew. The book itself does not identity the writer..

Mosaic Authorship

Jewish and Christian tradition is that Moses was the author of the Torah. The first unequivocal

attribution of its authorship as Moses appears only in the Babylonian Talmud, (an encyclopedia of

Jewish tradition and scholarship) composed between 200-500 AD. There the rabbis noticed and

addressed such issues as how Moses had received the divine revelation, how it was curated and

transmitted to later generations, and how difficult passages such the last verses of Deuteronomy,

which describe his death, were to be explained. When Moses Maimonides (Rabenu Moshe Ben

Maimon), the Jewish scholar known as Rambam (1138–1204) tried to define Judaism. He defined
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them in. his 13 Principles of Faith which is held valid till now. Among them the eighth principle is

the assertion of the authorship of Torah to Moses and its origin direct from God Himself to Moses.

======>

http://www.bestjewishstudies.com/13-Principles-of-Faith

הַּׁשָלום. עָלָיו רַּבֵנּו לְמׁשֶה הַּנְתּונָה הִיא בְיָדֵינּו עַּתָה הַּמְצּויָה הַּתורָה ,ׁשֶּכָל ׁשְלֵמָה ּבֶאֱמּונָה מַאֲמִין אֲנִי

I believe with perfect faith that the entire Torah that we now have is that which was given to Moses.

ּבֵיתֹו: נֶאֱמַן נְבִיאֹו יַד עַל אֵל, לְעַּמֹו, נָתַן אֱמֶת ּתֹורַת

God gave a true Torah to His people, through His prophet, trusted in all His house.
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Commentary on Mishnah

The Torah was given to Moses who wrote it down like a secretary taking dictation. No one except

Moshe himself knows how this happened. Three million people saw that HaSjem spoke to Moshe.

.

Every verse in the Torah is equally holy. All verses are perfectly equal. They all originate from God,

and are all part of God’s Torah, which is perfect, pure, holy, and true.

Introduction to Yad - the pointer

Every commandment given to Moses on Mount Sinai was given together with an explanation. We

are commanded to keep the Torah according to its interpretation. This interpretation is what we call

the Oral Torah (Torah SheBaal Peh).

The Oral Torah was not written down. It was first taught by Moses to his council, which was made

up of seventy elders. Elazar, Pinchas and Joshua thus all received the tradition from Moses.

Joshua was given the responsibility for the Oral Torah, and received special instruction in it. He

Pirke Avot("Chapters of the Fathers")

,http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Articles/Oral_Torah/oral_torah.html
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taught this tradition orally as long as he lived. There were then many elders who received the

tradition from Joshua.

In each generation, a prophet or the head of the Sanhedrin would write down his notes in order that

he might remember what he learned from his teachers. He would then use notes in his oral

teachings. Similar notes were taken on laws that were not transmitted from generation to

generation, but were derived through the Thirteen Principles and agreed upon by the Sanhedrin.

This continued until the time of Our Holy Rabbi. He then gathered all the traditions, laws,

explanations, and commentaries on the entire Torah, which had been handed down from Moses

and expounded by the Sanhedrin in each generation. This was then all compiled into the book

known as the Mishnah.

Here is the 8th Principle of Foundational Faith of the Judaism.

“Principle VIII. That the Torah is from heaven [God], received directly and transmitted to

generations by Moses himself.

That included the written Torah and the explanation of it as Oral Torah.

On written Torah

….. And he who says that these verses or stories, Moses made them up, he is a denier of our

sages and prophets worse than all other types of deniers [form of heretic] for he thinks that what is

"We believe that the entire Torah in our possession today was given [to us] by the Almighty through
Moshe Rabbeinu, by means of the medium we metaphorically call "speech." No one knows the real
nature of this communication except Moshe, to whom it was transmitted. He was like a scribe receiving
dictation. He wrote the history, the stories, and the commandments. Therefore he is called [the]
inscriber."

In order for God to guarantee that Moshe Rabbeinu was a true prophet, as He did at Sinai, and that every
word of the Torah is the word of the Almighty, it was necessary to deny Moshe free will in regard to his
communicating the Torah.
( http://www.aish.com/sp/ph/48925267.html)
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in the Torah is from man’s flawed heart and the questions and statements and the dates and stories,

are of no value, for they are from Moses our teacher….

“He who believes that the Torah is from heaven except this verse that God did not say it but

rather Moses himself did , he is a denier of all the Torah.” ….Each and every statement in the Torah,

is from God and it is full of wisdom (each statement) and is of benefit to those who understand them.

And its depth of knowledge is greater than all of the land and wider than all the seas and a person

can only go in the path of David, the anointed of the God of Jacob who prayed and said “Open my

eyes so that I may glance upon the wonders of Your Torah” (Psalms 119).

Oral Torah

And similarly the explanation of the Torah was also received from God and this is what we use

today to know the appearance and structure of the sukka and the lulav and the shofar, tzitzis, tefillin

and their usage. And all this God said to Moses and Moses told to us. And he is trustworthy in his

role as the messenger and the verse that teaches of this fundamentals is what is written (Numbers

16) “And Moses said, with this shall you know that the Lord sent me to do all these actions

(wonders) for they are not from my heart.” <=====

Mosaic authorship of the Torah was unquestioned by both Jews and Christians until the European

Enlightenment.

Thus the existence of written Torah the Bible according to Jewish tradition was supplemented by

the explanation of its meaning and implication by the Oral tradition. In the long history of oral

traditions we lost them all and are caught up in the web of mental reconstruction.

What did God do in the creation of Universe? When, Why and How?

This is the matter in Genesis 1.
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CHAPTER TWO

HIGHER CRITICISM

Biblical criticism is the scholarly "study and investigation of biblical writings that seeks to make

discerning judgments about these writings".

Viewing biblical texts as being ordinary pieces of literature, rather than set apart from other

literature, as in the traditional view,

it asks when and where a particular text originated;

how, why, by whom, for whom, and in what circumstances it was produced;

what influences were at work in its production;

what sources were used in its composition;

and what message it was intended to convey.

It also addresses the physical text, including the meaning of the words and the way in which they

are used, its preservation, history and integrity. Biblical criticism draws upon a wide range of

scholarly disciplines including archaeology, anthropology, folklore, linguistics, Oral Tradition studies,

and historical and religious studies.

We will look only into the Old Testament Biblical criticism.

Thomas Hobbes, Benedict Spinoza, Richard Simon

Modern biblical criticism begins with the 17th century philosophers and theologians—Thomas

Hobbes, Benedict Spinoza, Richard Simon and others—who began to ask questions about the
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origin of the biblical text, especially the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament, i.e.,

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). They asked specifically who had written

these books; according to tradition their author was Moses, but these critics found contradictions

and inconsistencies in the text that they concluded, “Mosaic did not write the Torah.”.

Jean Astruc

In the 18th century Jean Astruc (1684–1766), a French physician, set out to refute these critics.

Borrowing methods of textual criticism already in use to investigate Greek and Roman texts, he

discovered what he believed were two distinct documents within Genesis. These, he felt, were the

original scrolls written by Moses, Later generations, he believed, had conflated these original

documents to produce the modern book of Genesis, producing the inconsistencies and

contradictions noted by Hobbes and Spinoza.

J G Eichhorn, W M L de Wette, J Wellhausen

Richard Simon’s book Histoire Critique of Ybue Testament where he declared that Moses could
not be the author of much in the writings attributed to him, gained attention of some scholars like
Jacques-Benigne Bossuet. He was at that time tutor to the Dauphin of France. He with the
assistance of the chancellor of the University of Paris, Michael le Tellier , a decree of the Royal
Council was obtained against its publication. As a result the entire 1,300 copies, was seized by
the French police and burnt with fire.
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Astruc's methods were adopted by German scholars such as Johann Gottfried Eichhorn

(1752–1827) and Wilhelm Martin Leberecht de Wette (1780–1849) in a movement which

became known as the higher criticism (to distinguish it from the far longer-established close

examination and comparison of individual manuscripts, called the lower criticism); this school

reached its apogee with the influential synthesis of Julius Wellhausen (1844–1918) in the 1870s,

at which point it seemed to many that the Bible had at last been fully explained as a human

document.

The implications of "higher criticism" were not welcomed by many religious scholars and authorities.

The first reaction was to condemn it. Pope Leo XIII (1810–1903) condemned secular biblical

scholarship in his encyclical Providentissimus Deus. However the later in 1943 Pope Pius XII

revoked as he saw it fit to be a necessary opposition for the healthy growth of faith - “No blind faith”.

In his encyclical Divino afflante Spiritu he says: "textual criticism ... quite rightly employed in the

case of the Sacred Books...Let the interpreter then, with all care and without neglecting any light

derived from recent research, endeavor to determine the peculiar character and circumstances of

the sacred writer, the age in which he lived, the sources written or oral to which he had recourse

and the forms of expression he employed".

Today the modern Catechism states: "In order to discover the sacred authors' intention, the reader

must take into account the conditions of their time and culture, the literary genres in use at that time,

and the modes of feeling, speaking and narrating then current. For the fact is that truth is differently

presented and expressed in the various types of historical writing, in prophetical and poetical texts,

and in other forms of literary expression".

In our period of theological studies we were told that Moses wrote them down taking it out from

various available myths of the time and compiled them. We were taught that there were three basic

hypotheses on the origin of Pentateuch or Torah.

1) DH - The documentary hypothesis

2) SH - The supplementary hypothesis

3) FH - The fragmentary hypothesis.

All three agree that the Torah is not a unified work from a single author (traditionally assigned to

Moses) but is made up of sources combined over many centuries by many hands. According to
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the documentary hypothesis there were four sources, each originally were a separate and

independent book (a "document"),which were joined together at various points in history by a

series of editors ("redactors") who had differing interest in its contents..

Fragmentary hypotheses see the Torah as a collection of small fragments, and supplementary

hypotheses as a single core document supplemented by fragments taken from many sources.

Julius Wellhausen the father of modern higher criticism of the Bible
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JEPD Hypothesis

============>http://helpmewithbiblestudy.org/5system_moses/notes/dh6.aspx

“The classical JEDP theorists have identified four basic, diverse, and independent literary narrative

sources within the Pentateuch: These sources were assumed to have come from different periods

of time in the history of the nation of Israel.

J was written around 900–850 BC in the Southern Kingdom of Judah during the divided Kingdom.

Collecting myths and legends of the Ancient Near East (i.e. Creation, Flood, Babel), J wrote most

of Genesis. This source is characterized by: it’s attention on man and earth, God as YHWH who

interacts with man, emphasis on Judah, emphasis on Israel's leaders, and use of the term Sinai.

E was written around 750–700 BC in Israel’s Northern Kingdom. This hypothetical source used the

generic term for God Elohim until Exodus 3-6; E wrote some of Genesis and most of Exodus and

Numbers. This source is characterized by: God as Elohim, emphasis on Northern Israel, and use of

Horeb for Sinai.

D source wrote most of Deuteronomy around 650-625 BC. This book was written at the time of King

Josiah in the Temple in Jerusalem in 621 BC (2 Kings 22:8). This source is characterized by: God

is Elohim (until Exodus 3), the story emphasis is on Judah, it has a cultic approach to God, and

presents genealogies and lists.

P was written by priest(s) who lived during the Babylonian Exile. This source provided chronology,

genealogy, the book of Leviticus, and the code for priesthood and worship. This source is

characterized by: emphasis on the Temple and its sacrificial procedures and obedience to the law.
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JEDP theory ultimately grew in complexity having more sources (ie J1, J2, etc) which grew to a

total of up to 22 sources. Finally during the time of Kings (1050-586 BC) or as late as the

Post-Exilic Period (538-432 BC) they were all combined together and compiled by redactors into

one unit as we have it today. This is the theory..

Today, as the result of problems and criticisms brought on by anthropological and archeological

findings and literary analysis, very few biblical scholars hold to JEDP theory or to Wellhausen’s

Documentary Hypothesis.”

<===============
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The Book Exodus with the commentary of Abraham ibn Ezra

It was a Spanish Rabbi, Abraham Ibn Ezra (1089-?) who stated that certain passages did not

come from Moses' own hand because these passages

� refer to Moses in the third person,

� some of the terms in those passages would not have been known to Moses and

� some of the places mentioned those passages refer to places where Moses had never been,

� and the language reflect another time and locale from those of Moses

That started the critical analysis.

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And he

buried him in the valley in the land of Moab over against Beth-peor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre

unto this day.—Deuteronomy 34:5-6.

"Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to

face."Deuteronomy 34:10

Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.)Num 12:3

==============>
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” At the time of the writing, books were contained on scrolls. The ending of one book and the beginning of

the next were not clearly delineated. In modern translations there are many instances where the last verse is

considered the first verse of the next chapter in the Jewish text. This does not mean that there is an error,

but that the demarcations are different.

Likewise, the last chapter of Deuteronomy could as easily be considered the first chapter of Joshua without

harming the integrity of the text. This is one possible solution to the inferred contradiction.

Another possibility is that, having recorded the final words of blessing in Deuteronomy 33:29, another writer

completed the story of Moses after his death. Being divinely inspired (2 Timothy 3:16–17), the author noted

these last activities of Moses and placed them in the records. Exactly who this author was is a matter of

dispute. Whether Joshua, Ezra, Eliazar, or another, the account simply closes out the life of Moses.

Whether we should rearrange the chapters or ascribe a different author to that small portion, there is no

contradiction in the text. No truth of Scripture is altered by either of these resolutions to the apparent

problem. If, upon your death, someone were to take your journal or personal memoirs and add a short

description of your death, you would still be considered the author of the biography. “

<================

Evidently Moses would not have written these words

Another possibility is that these were side notes of some rabbi who studied the portion and was

later scribes put it in as part of the book itself. These are perfectly understandable and these

types of insertions are to be expected especially when books are transmitted in writing from one

generation to another.

Genesis 1:1–2:3 is of Priestly source and Genesis 2:4–2:24 is of Jahwist source

It finally led to the hypothesis that all these materials were simply a collection of existing myths from

the various areas with which the nation of Israel came in contact which were remodelled to make

their tribal god the God of all other trinal gods. The combined narrative is developed as a critique of

the Mesopotamian theology of creation of the time. In its final form it affirms monotheism and

denies polytheism.

Robert Alter described the combined narrative as "compelling in its archetypal character, and it is

an excellent adaptation of myth to monotheistic ends".
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Robert Alter (1935- )

As a clear example we have the term Elohim which is male plural form with El which is generic form

of god in the languages of Canaan area of the time. The ambiguity of the term elohim is the result

of such changes, cast in terms of "vertical translatability", i.e. the re-interpretation of the gods of the

earliest recalled period. The national god of monolatrism of Judaism emerged in the 7th to 6th

century BC in the Kingdom of Judah and during the Babylonian captivity, and further in terms of

monotheism by the emergence of Rabbinical Judaism in the 2nd century AD.

The word is identical to the usual plural of el meaning gods or magistrates, and is cognate to the

'l-h-m found in Ugaritic, where it is used for the pantheon of Canaanite gods, the children of El, and

conventionally vocalized as "Elohim". Hebrew grammar allows for this nominally plural form to

mean "He is the Power (singular) over powers (plural)", or roughly, "God of gods". Rabbinic scholar

Maimonides wrote that the various other usages are commonly understood to be homonyms.

Ugaritic ‘lhm, the family of El, the creator god and chief deity of the Canaanite pantheon, in Biblical

Aramaic Elaha and later Syriac Alaha "God", and in Arabic ilah "god, deity" which became Allah of

Islam asserting monotheism. If we are to believe this theory, the Genesis story is nothing but a

concocted rewriting of the various creation myths of the nations by a people with their new

theological stand.

I have come across this type of explanation in the South Sudan where each tribe had their own god

and each tribe believed that their god is the god of gods and asserted a monotheism just as in the

Israel’s case. It would imply simply that the Elohim is simply a tribal god made supreme god.

This exactly is the explanation of the higher critics.

If that is the case how much of a validity of truth should we expect from the Bible?

Is the so called “Word of God” reliable at all as eternal “truth” as we Christians claim?

Yet this is what is taught in every seminary even today. Such a gathering of history and rewriting

is acceptable in the New Testament story of Jesus of History. It was then a gathering of the
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witness of a large number of eye-witnesses. It is this “eye witness” or direct experience factor that

is missing in the OT stories as presented by our scholars.

The rectification is the fact of direct revelation of God to over a million people at the foot of Mount

Sinai. The foundation is the historical reality of the covenant of God with Israel and the fact that

historical past were indeed disclosed to Moses directly when he was with God for nearly three

months.

==================>

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2005/12/26/From-What-Did-Moses-Compose-Genesis.aspx

http://davelivingston.com/mosescompgenesis.htm

“Evangelicals agree that Moses wrote Genesis and that the first five Bible books are "The Books of

Moses." But, where did Moses get the information for Genesis? He wasn't present for any of the

events mentioned in it.

We should notice first that neither Jesus nor the apostles, when quoting from Genesis, mention

Moses' name in connection with it. However, they do call the first five books "Moses' Law." So, we

may conclude that they believed it composed by Moses, but, perhaps, he used material written by

others or received it some other way.

Evangelical Theory

Many evangelicals, believing in the inerrancy of Scripture, solve the problem by assuming that

Moses received the entire book by direct revelation. Perhaps while on Mt. Sinai, along with the law,

Moses received it by something like dictation. Or, while spending 40 years in Midian, God may

have had it revealed to him over some period of time.

Another Theory

Other scholars try to solve the problem a more difficult way. Difficult, because there is no evidence

for it. They say Moses did not write Genesis, or even any of the Pentateuch, for that matter. It was



GENESIS CREATION REVISITED

PROF. M. M. NINAN

17

put together by "pious" men during the time of Israel's kingdom and as late as the post-exile

(post-Babylonian captivity). In order to gain credence, Moses' name was attached to it. Materials

came from Babylonian and Canaanite myth legends and from Israel's own "legends" and "oral

tradition." From this viewpoint, little of it had been previously written as holy scripture, perhaps none.

Thus, they would say it was a "pious fraud" used by the ruling body in Israel as a sort of religious

"opiate"to pull the people together in the name of Moses. This theory is commonly known as the

"JEDP Theory." Many sharp minds both in Europe and the U.S. have devoted their lives developing

the system and have written whole libraries of books based on speculation about it.

We consider this solution to the problem as unacceptable and would not even mention it except

that community colleges, colleges, universities and even many seminaries now teach it as if it had

some basis in fact, which it does not. (It is a situation parallel to evolutionary theory which is

believed by "every capable scholar" but cannot be proven with scientific evidence.)

In contrast to the above, Meredith Kline ably says:

“If Moses, in composing Genesis, was not dependent on Near Eastern literature that exhibits

parallels to Genesis, neither did he ignore it. But it would seem that, where he deliberately

develops the biblical account of an event so as to mirror features of the pagan version, it

turns out to be for the polemical purpose of exposing and correcting the world's vain wisdom

by the light of revealed theology. The elaboration of this is not possible here, but an

illustrative case would be the treatment of the Babylonian epic account of creation, known

(from its opening words) as Enuma Elish. Acquaintance with it is evidenced in the Genesis

accounts of creation and of Babel-building, but in both passages the epic's world-view is

repudiated, even ridiculed, and most effectively so at the points of obvious formal

correspondence.” (Kline 1970: 80).

New True Theory

There is a third way Moses may have received the material for Genesis. It might have come from

Abraham, Jacob, Noah, and even Adam, as well as other men of God writing under the Spirit's

inspiration. In other words, those who experienced the events wrote as eyewitnesses. How could

the world receive more reliable documents, especially when II Peter 1:21 is taken into account?

This could explain why Jesus and the apostles considered Genesis part of "Moses' Law." He

compiled the writings of other men of God, but was not the original author.
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Examining this third way in more detail, Meredith Kline says:

“Beyond the prologue (1:1-2:3) Genesis is divided into ten sections, each introduced by a

superscription embodying the formula 'elleh toledot,' 'these are the generations of...' The

placing of the entire Genesis narrative in this genealogical framework is a clear sign that the

author intended the account to be understood throughout as a real life history of individual

men, begotten and begetting. This genealogical line is resumed in subsequent biblical

historiography, the Genesis lists being recapitulated and carried forward until the lineage of

Adam has been traced to Jesus, the second Adam. (See Luke 3:23-38 and Kline, ibid.).

Genesis Originally on Clay Tablets?

Harrison states the case:

”In order to understand the significance of the Hebrew term 'toledot,' it will be necessary to examine

the nature and format of cuneiform communications in the ancient world. Clay was the preferred

material upon which the wedge-shaped symbols were impressed... The general style of a tablet

furnished some indication as to its contents... and the material usually consisted of letters,

contracts, invoices, business correspondence, genealogical tables, etc. It was normal practice... for

single communications of this kind to commence with some sort of title, followed by the body of the

text, and then a colophon, which would sometimes contain, among other things, a hint as to the

identity of the scribe, or owner of the tablet and the date when the tablet was written... The title was

normally taken from the opening words of the tablet... This practice... also occurs in the Hebrew

Bible.... (p. 543-4.)”

A tablet with colophon, written in the time of Abraham

“Abraham Had Written Scripture

Abraham had written laws of Jehovah which he kept:

Genesis 26:5 says he kept, among other things, Jehovah's statutes ("chuqqim") and laws ("torah").

A "chuqqim" is a written commandment, usually inscribed in stone (BDB, 1962: 350:d). The word

"chuqqim" comes from a root meaning to engrave, and hence denotes permanent and prescribed
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rules of conduct . . . (NBC 1930: 201.). These are not some other country's laws and statutes; they

are Jehovah's own, and thus, we maintain, would be separate documents, themselves the Word of

God. Raven says:

Abraham came from a country where the knowledge of writing and reading was common and from

an important city mentioned in the code of Hammurabi . . . In that country traditions of the creation

and the flood were preserved, which have much in common with those in Genesis. That is the

very country also in which Genesis places the site of the Garden of Eden and where the confusion

of tongues is said to have occurred. There, if anywhere, the remains of an original revelation

concerning creation and an accurate story of the flood would be handed down. What could be

more natural than that Abraham carried such records and genealogies with him from the banks of

the Euphrates to the land of Canaan? 'Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac' (Genesis 25:5).

Perhaps those priceless records were among his possessions. If so, they went down with Jacob

into Egypt and formed the basis of Genesis 1-11 as written by Moses. (Raven 1910: 131-2.)

The main point Raven makes is that the Genesis sources were written down. The revelation of God

was not committed to slipshod oral transmission for hundreds of years. The evidence that these

were written documents is that whatever period or place they speak of fits into the culture and

language of that place and time.

Or, another possibility is that the manuscripts were kept by the Kenites. When Moses was with the

nomad-priest, Jethro, who loved Jehovah and served Him (Exodus 18:9-11), he may have received

the records from which to compose Genesis. Jethro is called a "priest" (Exodus 2:15, 3:1). He could

be none other than a nomad-priest of Jehovah, even as Melchizedek apparently was also a priest

of Jehovah (although not a nomad). (The Kenites lived in the Negev, see: Judges 1:16.) That the

Bible authors used other sources, not depending entirely on direct revelations from God, is

clear ….”<=============

Quaranic statement:

In two surah (chapters), which are dated from the first Meccan period, there is a reference to the

'Leaves, Scrolls, Journals' (Suhuf) of Abraham (and the Scrolls of Moses), by which presumably

certain divinely inspired texts handwritten by the patriarchs are meant. These passages refer to the

fact that the truth of God's message is present in the earliest revelations, of Abraham and Moses.

While it is a better solution to acknowledge that Moses relied on the revelations to the earlier

patriarchs, who had real clay tablet documentation, these are still to be made authoritative by God
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Himself if the material is to be considered inerrant. The historical part of the patriarchs and their

life can be based on the handed down tradition, it still lacks the authority, when it comes to the

creation stories and the Adam and Eve history unless we have the writings of Father Adam himself.

Are these Genesis stories true? Or is it just a parable or mythical stories made up to assert a

theological stand of the later Jewish Priest and writers? Was Moses relying on the earlier writings

or his information from God when he was with God?

What I am proposing here was originally the foundation of the faith of Judaism. It may not be a

new concept though it has been circumvented by theologians. The only solution to me is that it

was indeed transmitted by God Himself directly to Moses or at least authenticated by God himself.

Is that possible? Certainly if we believe the first covenant scenes as described in detail my Moses

himself in the Pentateuch.

Moses himself was with YHVH for 40 days and 40 nights.

This was soon after the Covenant dinner with God and seventy elders and Moses and Aaron and

Nadab and Abihu. They saw the God of Israel who happens to be Jesus since no one has seen

the Father and ever lived. (Moses only saw the back of Father God later.)

EX 24: 9-18Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel,

and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire,

as clear as the sky itself. Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of

Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.…

74 People saw the God of Israel in the First Covenant Dinner

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the

tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.”
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Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. He said

to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone

involved in a dispute can go to them.”

When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord settled on

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord called

to Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a consuming fire

on top of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he

stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

Exodus 34:27.-28 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with

these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” Moses was there with the Lord forty

days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words

of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.

This was simply another 40 days and 40 nights.

What was he doing for all these 80 days and 80 nights?

They were having a conversation. What were they talking about? Certainly they were talking

about all those things Moses wrote down. Did God dictate them to him. We are not told about the

details.

This is the only way we could know the creation process.

Evidently the history of generations were handed down orally from one generation to another. It

must have been there as a reference even if they were not there in written form. In all ancient

cultures this tradition of oral transmission can be still found.

Support for Mosaic authorship

Support from the Pentateuch

Exodus 24:4 "Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said"

Ex 24:7 shortly thereafter he took the "Book of the Covenant and read it to the people"

Ex 24:27-28 Moses also wrote down the Ten Commandments

Ex 17:14; Num 33:2, Moses kept record of what was going on
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Authorship of Deuteronomy

Direct references Deut 31:9, 19, 22, 24

9 So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the Levitical priests, who carried the ark of the covenant of

the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel.

19 “Now write down this song and teach it to the Israelites and have them sing it, so that it may be a witness

for me against them. 20 When I have brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey, the land I

promised on oath to their ancestors, and when they eat their fill and thrive, they will turn to other gods and

worship them, rejecting me and breaking my covenant. 21 And when many disasters and calamities come

on them, this song will testify against them, because it will not be forgotten by their descendants. I know

what they are disposed to do, even before I bring them into the land I promised them on oath.” 22 So Moses

wrote down this song that day and taught it to the Israelites. 23 The LORD gave this command to Joshua

son of Nun: “Be strong and courageous, for you will bring the Israelites into the land I promised them on oath,

and I myself will be with you.” 24 After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning

to end,

Joshua 8:32: “There in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua copied on stones the law of Moses,

which he [Moses] had written” .

Chronicles 34:14 states: “Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the law of Jehovah given by

Moses” cf. Ezra 3:2; 6:18; Nehemiah 13:1; Malachi 4:4).

Less direct references Ex 25:16, 21-22; Deut 28:58; 29:20, 21, 27, 29; 20:10, 11.

Support across the Bible

The Bible refers to Moses as the authority behind the books of the Law.

The books are referred to as

the "Book of Moses" (5 times ),

the "Law of Moses" (22 times),

the "Book of the Law of Moses" (4 times),

the "Word of the Lord by Moses" (1 Time)

The contents of the books are attributed to Moses over 32 times

2 Kings. 21:8, 1 Ch. 15:15, 1 Ch. 22:13, 2 Ch 24:6, 2 Ch. 33:8, 2 Ch. 34:14, Ne. 1:8, Ne. 8:14, Ne.

10:29, Mal. 4:4, Matt. 8:4, Matt. 19:8, Matt. 22:14, Mark 1:44, Mark 7:10, Mark 10:4, Luke 5:14,

Luke 20:37, Luke 24:27, John 1:45, John 5:46, John 7:19, John 7:22, John 8:5, Acts 3:22, Acts

15:21, Acts 26:22, Rom. 10:5, Rom. 10:19, 2 Cor. 3:15, Heb. 9:19.
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By Jesus John 5:46, Mark 10:5

By Paul Rom. 10:5

By Philip John 1:45 all attest to Moses writing.

Jewish and early Christian support

The Jewish talmud refers to the first five books of the Bible as the "Book of Moses."

Furthermore, the Mishna and the early Jewish historian Josephus both accepted the Mosaic

authorship of the Pentateuch (Arnold and Beyer, p. 69).

Support from Jesus

Jesus divided the Old Testament into three sections

In Luke 24:27, 44: as Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.

In Mark 10:4-8, Jesus quoted Gen. 2:24 as coming from Moses.

In Mark 7:10, Jesus quoted the Ten Commandments as coming from Moses.

In Mark 10:3 Jesus refers to Deut. 24:1 as being from Moses.

In Matt. 8:4 Jesus quoted Lev. 14 as coming from Moses.

We have the authority of Jesus in stating that Moses wrote those books.

==========>

Selected passages confirming Mosaic authorship

https://answersingenesis.org/bible-characters/moses/did-moses-write-genesis/

Old Testament

Exodus

17:14

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of

Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven."

Numbers

33:2

Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the Lord. And these are

their journeys according to their starting points:

Joshua

1:7–8

Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses

My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper

wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day

and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your

way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

Joshua 8:31
as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the

Law of Moses: "an altar of whole stones over which no man has wielded an iron tool." And they offered
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Old Testament

on it burnt offerings to the Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings. (see Exodus 20:24–25)

Joshua 23:6
Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest

you turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left.

1 Kings 2:3

And keep the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His

commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may

prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.

2 Kings 14:6

But the children of the murderers he did not execute, according to what is written in the Book of the Law

of Moses, in which the Lord commanded, saying, "Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor

shall children be put to death for their fathers; but a person shall be put to death for his own sin." (see

Deuteronomy 24:16)

1 Chronicles

22:13

Then you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the statutes and judgments with which the Lord charged

Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and of good courage; do not fear nor be dismayed.

Ezra 6:18
They assigned the priests to their divisions and the Levites to their divisions, over the service of God in

Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of Moses. (This is taught in the books of Exodus and Leviticus.)

Nehemiah

13:1

On that day they read from the Book of Moses in the hearing of the people, and in it was found written

that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever come into the assembly of God. (see Deuteronomy 23:3–5)

Daniel 9:11

Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the

curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, because

we have sinned against Him.

Malachi 4:4
Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, with the

statutes and judgments.

New Testament

Matthew 8:4
And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer

the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." (see Leviticus 14:1–32)

Mark 12:26

But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning bush

passage, how God spoke to him, saying, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob"? (see Exodus 3:6)

Luke 16:29 Abraham said to him, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them."

Luke 24:27
And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things

concerning Himself.

Luke 24:44

Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things

must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning

Me."

John 5:46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me.

John 7:22 Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you
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New Testament

circumcise a man on the Sabbath.

Acts 3:22
For Moses truly said to the fathers, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your

brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. (see Deuteronomy 18:15)

Acts 15:1
And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised

according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."

Acts 28:23

So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and

solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of

Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening.

Romans 10:5
For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "The man who does those things shall

live by them." (see Leviticus 18:1–5)

Romans

10:19

But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: "I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a

nation, I will move you to anger by a foolish nation." (see Deuteronomy 32:21)

1 Corinthians

9:9

For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain." Is it oxen

God is concerned about? (see Deuteronomy 25:4)

2 Corinthians

3:15
But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.

Take note of some the references back to Moses' work. For example, John 7:22 and Acts 15:1 refer to

Moses giving the doctrine of circumcision. Yet John also reveals that this came earlier—in Genesis, with

Abraham. Nevertheless, it is credited to Moses because it was recorded in his writings. The New Testament

attributes all the books from Genesis through Deuteronomy as being the writings of Moses. So, to attack the

Mosaic authorship of the first five books of the Old Testament then is to attack the truthfulness of the rest of

the biblical writers and Jesus Himself.

<==========

Moses's qualifications to write

It appears that God planned everything to perfection to the extent there could have been no one

who could have been qualified enough to write the five books.

At a time when all Israel were slaves under the yoke of the Egyptians, God took care to see that just

one boy is spared from being killed and brought him to the palace of the King of Egypt itself to be

brought up in the skills and possibility of obtaining his Ph.D in all areas of then existing knowledge

of the time a royal education (Acts 7:22). When he was fully qualified in it God sent him out to the

nomadic tribes of Midian to the priest called Jethro who was the then remaining worshipper and

priest of YHVH.to be trained in all its skills and the then existing written knowledge in the ancient

oral traditions and documents from Adam till then. O f course he was an eyewitness to the events
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recorded in Exodus to Deuteronomy . There is no other ancient Hebrew who was more qualified

than Moses to write the Pentateuch. I see the whole hand of God in preparing to this point to

select a person through whom He could achieve this revelation.

As for the historical part of the story, apart from what was revealed to him by God in Mount Zion,

there must have been written records on clay tablets alongside of orally transmitted songs to

corroborate to which as an author he must have referred to.

Sure enough it has undergone long series of copying from one scribe to another branching off into

a tree and invariably there will be copy errors which compounds as the tree branches off. .As time

went on each scribe probably had made side notes on their scrolls which were copied by the

subsequent scribes and got into the body. This is clearly the possibility as in the statement about

the death of Moses - which Moses could not have written. This is to be expected in the copying

process.

============>

ARGUMENTS AGAINST MOSAIC AUTHORSHIP REFUTED

http://www.evidenceunseen.com/authorship-of-exodus/

Let’s consider a number of objections to Mosaic authorship held by JEDP theorists:

OBJECTION #1: Why are there multiple names for God, if a single author composed the

Pentateuch?

CLAIM: JEDP theorists note multiple names for God in the Hebrew text. For instance, in Genesis

1:1-2:3, the author uses the term “Elohim” for God, while Genesis 2:4 introduces the term

“Yahweh.” Critics argue that a later author/editor came across two creation stories, and he spliced

them together. One is from the Elohist (or “E”) source, and the other is from the Yahwist (or “J”)

source.

RESPONSE: The term Elohim refers to God as Creator, while Yahweh refers to him as

Covenant-Maker (see this usage in Ex. 6:3). Some interpreters see Genesis 1 as referring to

physical creation, while Genesis 2 focuses on spiritual creation. Others regard Genesis 1 as the big

picture of the cosmos, and Genesis 2 as a “zoom in” on the human race –the center of God’s

creation. When dealing with the cosmos, God has one name, but when dealing with humans, he
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has another. These are not contradictory accounts; they are complimentary accounts. In the same

way, the NT authors call Jesus both “Savior” and “Lord.” But, few would see these titles as

evidence of dual authorship!

This claim assumes that one author cannot use two different words to describe God. And yet, we

would never place this arbitrary criterion on any other kind of literature. Consider C. S. Lewis as an

example. He wrote juvenile books for kids, educational books in philosophy, devotional Christian

literature, and poetry. If we applied this criterion to Lewis’ works, we might divide his writing into

four separate writing communities! –the Juvenile Source, the Educational Source, the Devotional

Source, and the Poetry Source (or JEDP). While this is clearly nonsense, this methodology is

similar to the subjective nature of the JEDP theory.

The use of two different names does not prove two separate authors; it proves that one author had

two separate purposes. Consider the film Raiders of the Lost Ark. In the archaeology classroom,

students probably called their professor “Dr. Jones,” but on the field, they might call him “Indiana” or

“Indy” or another nickname. Different contexts require different names. Moreover, Moses wrote

over the course of four decades into different contexts to different people for different purposes. Will

you repeat yourself and have different style over 40 years of writing?

OBJECTION #2: How could Moses record his own death in Deuteronomy 34?

CLAIM: Critics point out that Moses could not have written all of the Pentateuch, because the end

of Deuteronomy (ch. 34) records his death.

RESPONSE: This is not a new objection. Obviously, readers of the Bible have made this

observation for millennia. Proponents of Mosaic authorship have always assumed that a later

author added this final chapter after Moses died. Because the book of Joshua is a clear

continuation of the story, it is argued that Joshua probably wrote Moses’ obituary. Likewise, the

prophet after Joshua probably wrote his obituary. Admitting that the last chapter was a later

addition is different than saying that all the chapters were later additions or redactions. This

objection really throws the baby out with the bathwater. We cannot judge the theory of Mosaic

authorship based on the last chapter of the Pentateuch. Instead, we need to base our judgment on

all of the collective chapters combined.
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OBJECTION #3: Why are later names used, if Mosaic authorship is true?

CLAIM: In certain points of the Pentateuch, later names are used in the text. For instance, the city

of Dan (Gen. 14:14), the city of Bethel (Gen. 28:19), and the names of Israelite kings (Gen. 36:31)

are all anachronistic titles. That is, these titles did not exist at the time. These places were named

with these titles later in history. Critics argue that this proves post-exilic authorship.

RESPONSE: It is perfectly appropriate for a later author to update the name of a land or people.

This would be similar to a historian using a modern name for a city, rather than using its ancient

name. For instance, a tour guide might say that two Native American tribes fought over the territory

of Kentucky, rather than giving the Iroquois name Kentake, which was used three hundred years

ago. Put another way, why would later generations still refer to these territories with their ancient

names, rather than their current names? Using antiquated names would be intentionally difficult for

the contemporary audience to understand.

Moreover, it makes more sense that later authors would change the names of a few cities, than the

idea that later authors knew elements of history, culture, and archaeology (as the critics claim). A

later author might change a name retrospectively, but how could he know history retrospectively

hundreds or thousands of years after the events in question?

OBJECTION #4: How could Moses write this before the monarchy (Gen. 36:31)?

CLAIM: This passage refers to a time “before any king ruled over the Israelites.” But, critics argue,

this was supposedly written 500 years before Israel became a monarchy. If this is truly Mosaic

authorship, how could the author have known about the future kingship in Israel?

RESPONSE: This is another case of an antisupernatural bias. If God exists, then he can know and

impart the future to finite human beings through supernatural revelation. Moreover, God had made

promises to Abraham (Gen. 17:16) and Jacob (Gen. 25:23; 35:11) about kings being among their

descendants. Since Moses knew these promises, he was aware that a king would come in Israel’s

future. This is why God gave Moses laws for the future king (Deut. 17:14-15). Clearly, God had

promised the Jews land and a nation. It only made sense to see the need for a future king, as well.

In this passage above, Moses was comparing and contrasting Israel’s future kingdom with Edom’s.

He was demonstrating that Israel would overcome Edom.
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OBJECTION #5: How could camels exist at this time (Gen. 12:14-17; 24:63; 30:43)?

CLAIM: Critics claim that camels were not domesticated during this time (~2,000 BC). In fact, they

claim that they were not domesticated until 1,000 BC.

RESPONSE: This is an argument from silence. Even if we had no record of domesticated camels,

we would not necessarily expect to find this in any records, because our knowledge of 4,000 years

ago is fragmentary. However, remarkably, we do have records of domesticated camels during (and

even before) this period of history. K.A. Kitchen writes, “There is both philological and

archaeological evidence for knowledge and use of this animal [the camel] in the early second

millennium BC and even earlier.”

OBJECTION #6: Were the Philistines around at this time or not (Gen. 21:32-34; 26:1-18)?

CLAIM: Critics note that the Philistine nation did not exist until the 12th century BC. This, they

charge, is an anachronism on behalf of the author.

RESPONSE: The author of Genesis does not claim that the Philistine nation was large (as it was in

the 12th century or later). Instead, the Philistines were most likely a small tribe at this time. We

detect this from the text in Genesis 21:25, when the Philistine king (Abimelech) is intimidated by

Abraham and his tribe of a couple hundred men! Moreover, these passages only mention Gerar,

which was the smallest of the Philistine city-states. The bigger city-states are not mentioned (e.g.

Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath, and Gaza –Josh. 13:3; 1 Sam. 6:17). Moreover, Kitchen notes,

“We know so little about the Aegean peoples as compared with those of the rest of the Ancient

Near East in the second millennium BC, that it is premature to deny outright the possible existence

of Philistines in the Aegean area before 1200 BC.”

OBJECTION #7: We don’t know some of the other authors of Scripture, so Mosaic

authorship isn’t an important issue.

CLAIM: The author of the book of Hebrews is unknown to us. However, we can still take truth from

this book, as God’s inspired Word. From this, some argue that Mosaic authorship is equally

unimportant.

RESPONSE: These are not analogous, because the author of Hebrews is unknown, while the

author of the Pentateuch is clearly stated. The books claim to be written by Moses, and the NT
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authors affirm this claim. There is a big difference between an anonymous author and a

pseudepigraphical author.

<=======

The oldest copy of the Torah now existing is more than 800 years old. The scroll dates to between

1155 and 1225 and includes complete versions of the Five Books of Moses in Hebrew on

sheepskin.

Limestone Kish tablet from Sumer with pictographic writing; may be the earliest known writing, 3500 BC.

Ashmolean Museum. Sumer, an ancient civilization of southern Mesopotamia, is believed to be the place

where written language was first invented around 3100 BC.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE DATE OF WRITING OF GENESIS

From what we have discussed in the last chapter, it is evident that Moses would have started

writing down the book of Genesis soon after his time with YHVH in the mount Sinai. This evidently

soon after the exodus of Israel from Egypt. It will amount to determining the date of exodus.

However there have been lot of contention about the actual dates. These dates in terms of our

BC/AC scheme is to be wrenched out of some starting point which we can date in our counting

system.

Those who try to fix dates that will fit within the historical events dated within the Bible history

suggests two possible dates. The early date is usually placed in the middle 15th century around

1440 BC, while the late date is usually assigned to the close of the 13th century around 1290 BC.

The greater probability falls to 1440 BC which I consider fits well.

The known date in this case is fixed as the reign of Solomon. We know that Solomon became the

King after King David in 961 BC.

1 Kings 6:1 says: In the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of

Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second

month, he began to build the house of the LORD.

This verse gives a time period of 480 years between the exodus and the beginning of Solomon’s

work on the Jerusalem temple.
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If Solomon ascended the throne in 961 BC, the fourth year of his reign and the beginning of

temple construction will fall in961-4 = 957 BC. Taking 480 years further back will give us: 957 +480

= 1437. Counting of the year of ascention and the fourth year could be an inclusive or exclusive

counting which will make possible errors. Thus an year around 1440 will be acceptable. The

estimated error is around +/- 6

One of the objection this exact counting back is that in the mind of ancient people historical

time is not real sideral year period counting. In their mind numbers are more symbolic in nature.

It is a cultural form of timing.

There are several groups of numbers that specifically function in such roles,

for example

� the number three (often used simply to mark the passage of a short period of time or extent

without intending specifics; Jon 3:3, 1:17),

� seven (symbolizing completion; Gen 2:2, Gen 29, Matt 15:35),

� twelve (symbolizing wholeness and community; Gen 35:22, Jud 19:29),

and forty (a schematized number used for a generation or simply an unspecified long

period of time; Gen 7:4, Ex 16:35).

� Some of these numbers are then used in multiples for much the same purposes,

such as 70 or 77 (10 x 7, or double 7s; note Gen 4:24, Mat 18:22),

120, 144, and 144,000 (10 x 12 and 12 x 12; Gen 6:3, Deut 34:7, Rev 14:1),

and multiples of 40 (400, Gen 15:13; 4,000 1 Sam 4:2; 40,000, Josh 4:13; 1 Kng 4:26;

400,000, Josh 20:2).

Thus it can be argued that the number 480 in 1 Kings 6:1 is not a precise number but is

intended to be an approximate period of time expressed in ways consistent with Israelite

culture.

This suggests that the numbers used are not accidental or random since the number

symbolizing community (12) is combined with a number used to signify a generation (40).

In real time 12 generations will not give 480 years but 12x 25 = 300 years.

Evidently there will be a gap of 180 years.

However in this case we see no such disparity and the history amply support the date.
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Ushers calculation gives us the date as 1491 BC

2513
Exodus of the Jews from Egypt (430

years of slavery)
Exodus 12:40 1491 BC

I present the historical time line as given by

http://www.bible.ca/archeology/bible-archeology-exodus-date-1440bc.htm

You can verify the accuracy youselves:

Here is the chronology of the Pharaohs of Egypt which gives us the Pharoah of Exodus as

Thutmoses III
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The New Chronology of the Pharaohs of Egypt

(by Steve Rudd)

This low Egyptian chronology is derived, in part in part with the Ebers Papyrus, by assuming that the heliacal

rising of Sothis was observed from the city of Thebes (Theban) which produces a date of 1523 BC (+/- 6 yrs)

and therefore sets the reign of Amenhotep I to 1531-1511 BC.

We follow K. A. Kitchen in using the low chronology and add six years to all his dates.

Pharaoh Reign Dates notes

Ahmose (Nebpehtyre) 25 1557-1532

Hyksos defeated, rise of the pharaoh who

knew not Joseph. Hatshepsut born 1536 to

Thutmoses I

Amunhotep I (Djeserkare)

Kills Hebrew children in 1526
21 1532-1511

Moses born and Hebrew children killed in

1526. Princess Hatshepsut age 10, finds

Moses

Thutmoses I(Aakheperkare) 13 1511-1498

Thutmoses II (Aakheperenre)

Pharaoh of oppression in 1488

Married to step-sister

Hatshepsut

13 1498-1485

Oppression, Moses flees the year before

his adopted mother begins to co-reign

with Thutmoses III, when Thutmoses II

died. Thutmoses III born around 1496

when Moses was 30. Moses 40 in 1486

Hatshepsut, and her infant

stepson Thutmoses III co rule for

20 years

21 1485-1464 Hatshepsut died in 1464 at age 77

Thutmoses III ruler before

exodus
18 1464-1446

17 annual campaigns came to an end in 1446

never happened because the army drowned in

the Red Sea

18th year of Thutmoses III is

exactly 480 yrs before

Solomon builds temple

Year

18

Exodus

1446
1 Kings 6:1

Thutmoses III after exodus 15 1446-1431 No campaigns after Exodus
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Amenhotep II (Aakheperure)

(second born son)
25 1431-1406

Weak king who signs peace accords. Israel has been at

Kadesh for 12 years when he becomes king and dies

the year Joshua crossed the Jordan.

Thutmoses IV (Menkheperure) 10 1406-1396

Amunhotep III (Nebmaatre) 38 1396-1358

Akhenaten (Amunhotep IV) 17 1358-1341
Become King 1 year before Joshua dies. Converts to

monotheism.

Tutankhamun (Nebkheperure) 10 1341-1331 Reverts to polytheism and is murdered.

Ay (Kheperkheperure) 3 1331-1328

Horemheb (Djeserkheperure) 28 1328-1300

This gives us 1446 BC giving a value different from Usher.

Since we have used historically accurate numbers the 1446 BC may be a more accurate value for

the beginning of writing of the Books by Moses.
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In the third month after the people of Israel left Egypt i.e. 1446 BC, they came to the Sinai Desert.

Thus we should estimate that Moses began to write what he saw in the mount of Sinai the story

creation and the history of man sometime in 15th C. BC.

Apparently there are lot of discussion about the method transmission of revelation of God to Moses.

Since Father God is a Spirit, He is incorporeal. Thus the mode of transmission must be from mind

to mind. Thus the mode must be also incorporeal.

We are not told that Moses wrote down anything and brought it down with him when he descended

from the Mount. But the Jewish tradition speaks of an oral transmission apart from the written law

and even apart from what Moses later wrote down. These include a wide swathe of rituals,

worship practices, God–man and interpersonal relationships, from dietary laws to Sabbath and

festival observance to marital relations, agricultural practices, and civil claims and

damages.According to Jewish tradition, these Oral Torah which were not written down by Moses

when wrote the Torah was passed down orally in an unbroken chain from generation to generation

until its contents were finally committed to writing following the destruction of the Second Temple in

70 CE, when Jewish civilization was faced with an existential threat. Belief that the Oral Torah was

transmitted orally from God to Moses on Mount Sinai during the Exodus from Egypt is a

fundamental tenet of faith of Orthodox Judaism, and was recognized as one of the Thirteen

Principles of Faith by Maimonides.

“Rabbinic Judaism holds that the Torah extant today is the same one that was given to Moses by

God on Mount Sinai. Maimonides explains: "We do not know exactly how the Torah was

transmitted to Moses. But when it was transmitted, Moses merely wrote it down like a secretary

taking dictation....[Thus] every verse in the Torah is equally holy, as they all originate from God, and

are all part of God's Torah, which is perfect, holy and true."

“Haredi Jews generally believe that the Torah today is no different from what was received from

God to Moses, with only the most minor of scribal errors. Many other Orthodox Jews suggest that

over the millennia, some scribal errors have crept into the Torah's text. They note that the

Masoretes (7th to 10th centuries) compared all known Torah variations in order to create a

definitive text. However, even according to this position that the scrolls that Jews possess today are

not letter-perfect, the Torah scrolls are certainly the word-perfect textus receptus that was divinely

revealed to Moses. Indeed, the consensus of Orthodox rabbinic authority posits this belief in the

word-perfect nature of the Torah scroll as representing a non-negotiable prerequisite for Orthodox

Jewish membership.”

https://www.revolvy.com/topic/Thirteen%20Articles%20of%20Faith&item_type=topic
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CHAPTER FOUR

CREATION AS THE HOUSE OF GOD

I have dealt with the first verse of the Genesis 1:1 in which I have presented the purpose of creation

by God as a house for God to live as a family. Elohim the God is Himself a family, including Father,

Mother and the Son all from one essence. When it comes to creation it is only the fullness of the

essence that is not given to the creation. Yet since God alone exist and nothing else, God cannot

create anything without creating a space within himself. Thus God withdraws to create a space to

provide free will to his children. The universe He creates is the home for Himself to live with his

children. Home of God is normally known as the temple. So in common parlance, the creation

was the temple of God, a home for the Sons of God. Since God had many children in all different

dimensions and world, he created them all according to their needs. The Genesis story tells about

Adam - beings of the earth. The creation story tells about that part alone. It is not intended to be

the story of all creations and it is told in a way the people of that period could understand.

Apparently God had other children in all the various dimensions of creations. The heavens and the

earth of Gen 1:1 actually defines all dimensions of existence. Of these we are not given the

details. What Genesis starts with second verse onwards is the description of God creating a

special place for Adam and Eve - a home for his sons of the earth. After creating the heaven and

earth when it was covered with water, God decided to create a house for his children as the father.

This is the place which we know as Earth. Then this should be like a special home separating it

from the rest of the fallen world.

It is not surprising therefore to see a replica of the temple in the creation of the cosmos God created

in the Genesis 1:2 to 2:3. The rest of the story is what happened to the house and to the sons.
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The first verse Gen. 1:1 states that God created several dimensions of existence, which together

were supposed to form homes for all His children in all dimensions of existence.

The picture is very close to the nomadic rafter tents of Iran

http://spiritsintent.com/nomadic-tents/

http://www.andrewspeter.info/

Tents: Nomad Tents and Court Tents in the Middle East and Central Asia :Dr Peter Alford Andrews

Nomadic Tents

Iranian bent Rafter Tent

This tent has beautiful long rafters, with the high full bend of Türkmen

yurts, but without the trellis walls. It has a wooden door and rafters

which are pegged to the ground individually, or into brackets on a deck.

Traditionally this was used when people could not afford a yurt, but we

think this has so much elegance of its own, that it would be a great

accommodation alternative, just like it used to be.
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This is the picture given to us on Eden. While death existed outside of Eden, this home protected

Adam and Eve from decease and death. This then is the picture which tallies with the creation

picture of Genesis. This home was built on pillars of earth which rose above the waters on which it

stood. It has windows of heaven which probably provided light from sun and moon. This would

then explain many of the rest of the stories of the Garden of Eden as well. What God was doing

when he drove them out of the Eden home was to give Adam and Eve the freedom which they

asked for.

Incidentally this picture has lot of similarity with the creation of the world as understood by the

nations around Canaan, especially that of Egypt where they were slaves for 400 years just before

this revelation was given. How best could God have given the concept to them than this?

Egyptian creation story

Here is how the Egyptian myth portrays the separation of the earth and the heavens to create a

place in between, to be inhabited by humans. Of course these myths involve many gods and their

fight for power and domination.

The idea of separation is also seen in the Mesopotamian creation myth the Enuma Elish. The god

Marduk ‘separates’ Tiamat (primeval waters), splitting her in half, placing one half above the other,

forming heaven and earth. As in the Biblical myths, the act of separation is used as a key aspect

of creation. Hesiod’s Theogony illustrates this idea was also an accepted part of Greek creation

mythology. Hesiod explains that Gaia (Earth) was ‘separated’ from Ouranos (sky) through a

scheme resulting in Ouranos detaching from Gaia, separating earth from the heavens.

Another similarity is the idea of chaotic water being a primal substance. The first account of

Genesis refers to chaotic water being present at the time of creation. Genesis 1:2 states “…the

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept
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over the face of the waters.” This idea of chaotic water is witnessed in the Enuma Elish as Tiamat

and Apsu both represent forms of chaotic water, and it is out of them that creation results.

These only shows God's accomodation of cultural interpretation of the Genesis creation which

would other wise be impossibly difficult to portray to a people who were immersed in the culture of

Egypt. A detailed analysis of these ancient myths to Genesis story is given in

https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/1252/what-are-the-similarities-and-differences

-between-the-genesis-creation-account

HOW OLD IS EARTH

SINCE THE EXPULSION OF ADAM ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE

Since Bible gives us a detailed record of all generation since the expulsion of Adam from the Garden of

Eden we can calculate the time from that time till today giving us the presence of Adamic race on earth.

Then we can get the age of the creation by adding “six days” (whatever that days are) more to get the date

of creation. There are controversies on the meaning of creation days which we will take up later. These

dates can be calculated by any Bible student. I have done that as a past time in my younger days.

Bishop James Ussher (1581-1656 AD)

Anglical Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of all Ireland (1525-1656)
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Age of the Earth Event Scripture Date

0 Creation Genesis 1:1–31 4004 BC

130 Seth born when Adam was 130 Genesis 5:3 3874 BC

235 Enos born when Seth was 105 Genesis 5:6 3769 BC

325 Cainan born when Enos was 90 Genesis 5:9 3679 BC

395 Mahalaleel born when Cainan was 70 Genesis 5:12 3609 BC

460 Jared born when Mahalaleel was 65 Genesis 5:15 3544 BC

622 Enoc born when Jared was 162 Genesis 5:18 3382 BC

687 Methuselah born when Enoch was 65 Genesis 5:21 3317 BC

874 Lamech born when Methuselah was 187 Genesis 5:25 3130 BC

1056 Noah born when Lamech was 182 Genesis 5:28 2948 BC

1558 Shem born when Noah was 502 Genesis 11:10 2446 BC

1656 Flood when Noah was 600 Genesis 7:6 2348 BC

1658 Arphaxad born when Shem was 100 Genesis 11:10 2346 BC

1693 Salah born when Arphaxad was 35 Genesis 11:12 2311 BC

1723 Eber born when Salah was 30 Genesis 11:14 2281 BC

1758 Peleg born when Eber was 34 Genesis 11:16 2246 BC

1787 Reu born when Peleg was 30 Genesis 11:18 2217 BC

1819 Serug born when Reu was 32 Genesis 11:20 2185 BC

1849 Nahor born when Serug was 30 Genesis 11:22 2155 BC

1878 Terah born when Nahor was 29 Genesis 11:24 2126 BC

2008 Abraham born when Terah was 130 Genesis 11:32; 12:4 1996 BC

2083 Abraham enters Canaan at 75 Genesis 12:4 1921 BC

2513 Exodus of the Jews from Egypt (430 years of Exodus 12:40 1491 BC

3420 Last deportation of the Jews 584 BC

4000 Birth of Christ 4 BC

6000+ Our day AD 2000+

It was introduced in a serious way by Bishop Usher presenting his above

biblical chronology.

To arrive at the month and approximate date, Ussher concluded

that Creation must have occurred during the Autumnal Equinox.

This is the starting point in almost all world calenders. He also

assumed that the ancient Hebrews did not attempt to synchronize

their months with the moon until after their exile into Babylonia. He

thus calculated the date of Creation at October 23, 4004 BC

according to the Julian calendar.

Because the seven days of Creation (including one day of rest) set the pattern for our week, Ussher

decided that the Creation began on the first day of the week, i.e. Sunday. However, because the

day was defined as starting in the evening based on the statement “there was evening and
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morning”, and hebrew calendars to this day start at sunset, Ussher concluded Creation actually

began at what on modern western calendars would be 6 p.m. (sunset at the equinox) on Saturday.

Usher arrived at his conclusion that creation of Adam took place at 6 pm on Saturnday,

October 23, 4004 BC.

What is often forgotten is that Ussher in actuality calculated the age of the Adamic race on earth.

Sir Isaac Newton defended Ussher's date.

Usher strictly followed the biblical chronology from Ab(father) to Ben (son) to get his numbers. But

it must be pointed out that the Hebrew words for father ('ab) and son (ben) can also mean any

forefather and any descendant, respectively, and not necessarily immediate father or immediate

son. Thus the Biblical scripture may have skipped or telescoped genealogies and jumped

generations to emphasize the more important ancestors and miss out several generations . This,

then will render genealogically-based dating of the creation, such as the Ussher chronology, to be

inaccurate. Thus the Adamic race itself may have been living for far more than 6000 years. We

have no means of ascertaining this.

http://www.accuracyingenesis.com/adding_genealogies.html
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Date of Creation of Adam

as computed through history based on various biblical versions

Jose ben Halafta
(Seder Olam Rabbah,in 160 AD), 3761 BC.
The later Seder Olam Zutta 4339 BC.
by Hillel II, (4th century AD) 3761 BC.

Clement of Alexandria (5592 BC),
Theophilus of Antioch (5529 BC),
Sextus Julius Africanus (5501 BC),
Hippolytus of Rome (5500 BC),
Gregory of Tours (5500 BC),
Panodorus of Alexandria (5493 BC),
Maximus the Confessor (5493 BC),
George Syncellus (5492 BC)
Sulpicius Severus (5469 BC)
Isidore of Seville (5336 BC).
The Byzantine calendar has traditionally
dated the creation of the world to September
1, 5509 BC.

The Chronicon of Eusebius (early 4th
century) 5228 BC
Jerome (c. 380AD) 5199 BC.
Bede in De Temporibus ("On Time")
( 703 AD) dated the creation to
18 March 3952 BC
Christian Charles Josias Bunsen (19th
century) 20,000 BC.
Tarleton Perry Crawford (20th C)12,500 BC.
Harold Camping (21st C)11,013 BC

Using Masoretic Text ( 10th century to the 18th century )
Marianus Scotus (4192 BC),
Henry Fynes Clinton (4138 BC),
Maimonides (4058 BC),
Henri Spondanus (4051 BC),
Benedict Pereira (4021 BC),
Louis Cappel (4005 BC),
James Ussher (4004 BC),
Augustin Calmet (4002 BC),
Isaac Newton (4000 BC),
Petavius (3984 BC),
Theodore Bibliander (3980 BC),
Johannes Kepler (Mysterium Cosmographicum], April 27, 3977
BC)
Heinrich Bunting 3967 BC,
Christen Sorensen Longomontanus 3966 BC,
Melanchthon 3964 BC ,
Martin Luther 3961 BC ,
Cornelius Cornelii a Lapide 3961 BC
John Lightfoot 3960 BC
Joseph Justus Scaliger 3949 BC
Christoph Helvig 3947 BC
Gerardus Mercator 3928 BC
Matthieu Brouard 3927 BC
Benito Arias Montano 3849 BC
Andreas Helwig 3836 BC
David Gans 3761 BC
Gershom ben Judah 3754 BC and
Yom-Tov Lipmann Heller 3616 BC

According to Rabbi Yose’s understanding of the Book of Genesis, the process of Creation began

on Elul 25 of Year 1. which is on October 7, 3761 B.C.E.,The sixth day, when Adam and Eve were

created, was on the first day of Tishrei of Year 2, which is when the Jewish New Year, Rosh

Hashana, is celebrated. According to Maimonides’ calculations, the beginning of creation was in

Hebrew Year 0 (referred to as “Anno Mundi 0” in Latin), and the creation of humans was in Anno

Mundi Hebrew Year, or Anno Mundi 1, which corresponds to 3761 B.C.E.

(https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/this-day-in-jewish-history/1.679000)

The Mishnah (Sanhedrin 38b) states that Adam and Eve were created six days later on Rosh

Hashanah (i.e., Tishri 1), but how did the sages determine this date? In other words, why did they

think man was created on Rosh Hashanah? By transposing the Hebrew letters of the very first word

of the Hebrew Scriptures:
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In other words, by rearranging the letters of the word bereshit ("in the beginning"), the phrase aleph

b'Tishri ("on the 1st of Tishri") was formed, and therefore this date became associated with the

anniversary of creation (or rather, the creation from Adam's perspective, i.e., the "sixth day").

According to Jewish tradition, this first "Friday" of creation was the first Rosh Hashanah, the "head

of the year," since it represents the day that God began to rule as King of the Universe (i.e., melekh

ha-olam: ). When Adam first opened his eyes and human consciousness was born, he immediately

understood that the LORD created all things, including himself. According to midrash, Adam's first

words were, Adonai malakh olam va'ed: "The LORD is King for ever and ever" (Exod. 15:18). God

then said, "Now the whole world will know that I am King," and He was very pleased. This was the

"tov me'od" moment of creation, when God saw all that He had made "and found it very good"

(Gen. 1:31). The birthday of humanity is therefore the Coronation Day for the King of the Universe.

Psalm 47 celebrates the Kingship of God that mentions the "shout" (teruah) and shofar blast of

God's coronation:

(http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Fall_Holidays/Elul/Creation/creation.html)
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE GAP THEORY

Gen 1. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth

I have written the commentary on the first verse of Genesis and have shown that it speaks of much

deeper things that are commonly spoken of regarding the creator and and the creation. In the end

of the first verse we have the heavens and the earth in place. The heavens speaks of dimensions

not only material but something even beyond that including the spiritual worlds. Earth speaks of

probably the entire physical world as we know of within our galaxy and in other worlds of physical

existence.

The presence of the unformed and void covered with darkness upon the face of the deep as

referred to in the second verse soon after the creation statement lend itself to two basic

interpretations.

View 1: The Initial Chaos Theory.

Briefly, this view holds that verse one would be an independent introductory statement. Verse 2

would describe the state of the initial creation as unformed and unfilled. The second verse is a
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continuation of the creation process. The first verse simply states of the basic foundation of both

the heavens and earth. The earth before God started to build on it and fill it was in its initial

unformed state, like a lump of clay in the potter’s hands. Verses 3 begin God’s working and

fashioning of the mass, transforming it from chaos to cosmos.

The Genesis story does not state anything about the fall of Satan. So it could be placed anywhere

before the creation of our universe or in between the creation.

View 2: The Re-creation (or Gap) or the ruin and reconstruction Theory.

If we take the fall of Satan into the earth is associated with the chaos on earth we get the Gap

theory. Whether we like it or not, the text as it stands provides for the possibility of a catastrophic

gap unless we assume that Satan got away with his sin - or Satan never really sinned. He was in

the assembly of the council of God before at the time of Job. . The choice therefore is ours.

This view maintains that Genesis 1:1 describes the original creation of the earth, prior to the fall of

Satan (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:12ff). As a result of Satan’s fall the earth lost its original state of

beauty and bliss and is found in a state of chaos in Genesis 1:2.

The Structural interpretation is that Gene 1:1 states

”In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

———————————————————————————

The Gen 1:2 would be:

“When this account of events starts the earth was formless and void and darkness was over

the surface of the deep and the spirit of God was hoveringover the face of the waters. At that

time God said [vayyiqtol], … God saw, … God divided, … God called, … and there

was, …”
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Why was this formlessness came into existence is not described here, essentially because it

happened not on earth but in heaven or in a totally different dimension of existence. We

would have missed it altogether if it was not revealed in other parts of the scripture. Now

those revelations would have been a puzzle and its time would have been unclear without

the Genesis. All the more so, we would never have been able to understand God’s other

book - the book of the science - the creation itself in time.

Revelation 12:7-12 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the

dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So

the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world;

he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Isaiah 14:12–14 How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the

ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God

I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north;I will ascend

above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’

The angels were created before the earth (Job 38:4-7).

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.

Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Satan fell before he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden (Genesis 3:1-14). Notice again that the

Angelic species which included Satan were Sons of God in the universe before Adam was formed

as the head of the Sons of God on earth.

Is the serpent the fallen son of God known as Lucifer alias Satan?

Satan’s fall, therefore, must have occurred somewhere after the time the angels were created and

before he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

Whether Satan’s fall occurred hours, days, or years before he tempted Adam and Eve in the

Garden, Scripture does not specifically say. If we assume that his fall on earth did not have any

effect on earth we may even assume that it occurred just after eve was created. Since Satan had

access to heaven even after his fall the throwing out Satan to ground was a temporal prison

sentence and nothing more.
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This ‘gap’ between verses 1 and 2 not only helps to explain the teaching of Satan’s fall, but it also

allows for a considerable time period, which helps to harmonize the creation account with modern

scientific theory and especially the evidence of death all through the history of earth for millions of

years.. Genesis 1:3-2:3, is a second creation. This is inherent in the creation of free will beings.

Without those beings with total free will in the likeness of God, the creation cannot be called “Good”

by God. We cannot expect sin without the freewill. They go hand in hand.

The gap theory teaches that God created the world perhaps billions of years ago, and it

was perfect and beautiful in every way. This is the creation described in Genesis 1:1. This

creation was populated with plants and animals and perhaps even with a race of pre-Adamic

men. Unlike many assertions of those who oppose the Gap theory, it explains the Bible

literally. It explains all the observed facts of the existence death before and after Adam and

the existence of the sons of God and human beings long before the creation of Adam. It

does not any way require or assume the evolution of the creatures to become sons of God,

simply because, sons of God are sons and not evolved from creature in any process. In the

Bible Sons of God are always formed by the giving of the breath of God directly. The Gap

Theory provides a solution to two problems between the Bible and science - the time

problem and the fossil problem. To reconcile the Bible and science, the geological ages are

placed between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. Then, as a result of Lucifer's rebellion and

fall (Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28), the earth—Lucifer's domain—became chaos.

The picture of formlessness, emptiness, and darkness in Genesis 1:2 is allegedly a picture

of divine judgment, for God could not have originally created the earth this way (see Isaiah

24:1; 45:18; Jeremiah 4:23-26). Darkness is often used as a symbol of judgment and sin in

Scripture (John 3:19; Jude 13). The original creation in Genesis 1:1 was one of light, but

after God judged the earth, it was characterized by darkness (verse 2). Millions of

years—perhaps even billions of years—are said to have taken place between verses 1 and

2. when God began to recreate and replenish the earth to start the creation for his home

once again.
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The first verse simply gives an introduction statement that “In the beginning God created the

Heavens and the earth” The second verse then says the world so created was unformed and void,

and the darkness was upon the face of the deep.

Specifics vary, but gap theorists tend to believe the ideas listed below.

• A gap exists between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. God made the world, and then

something happened that caused it to “become” without form and void.

• The gap could be of very long duration—even millions of years.

• During this gap, so-called “prehistoric” creatures lived and died. Gap theorists believe that

Lucifer was in charge of this “gap” world, but when he fell from grace (Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28)

God destroyed the gap world in a “Luciferian Flood.” After this, God “remade” the world in six

literal 24-hour days, as outlined in Genesis 1.

http://biologos.org/blogs/ted-davis-reading-the-book-of-nature/science-and-the-bible-concordism-part-1

The proposed gap is this:

Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

• Then

– God created Satan, angels, other creatures (including dinosaurs) that lived on the earth

– Satan and his angels rebelled against God
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– God put down the rebellion and judged the earth so that . . .

• Genesis 1:2 - Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface

of the deep

This theory was proposed in 1814 by the Scottish theologian Dr. Thomas Chalmers of Edinberg

University.

Thomas Chalmers FRSE (17 March 1780 – 31 May 1847),

was a Scottish minister, professor of theology, political economist, and a leader of the Church of Scotland and of the

Free Church of Scotland. He has been called "Scotland's greatest nineteenth-century churchman".

He served as Vice-president of the Royal Society of Edinburgh from 1835–42.

� Dr. Chalmers felt he could make room for the vast expanse of time which the geologists of his

day (e.g. Charles Lyell 1797-1875) were demanding as they were discovering on an increasing

rate fossils that are deep within eath that goes far beyond 6000 years.

� This also allowed for the creation to be 24 hour days till the fourth day (when sun was created.)

Without the sun being in place there could be no day nor the idea of 24 hour day. Incidentally it

also explained the death beyond 4000BC as found in the abundant fossils of the earth.

� Today we know that this also explains why we see the stars that are millions of light years away

The publication of The Scofield Reference Bible (first edition) in 1917 enormously popularized the

Gap Theory by describing it in a footnote (on Genesis 1).
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Arthur C. Custance, a Canadian physiologist with a doctorate in anthropology and author of the

well-known Doorway Papers series on creation and Christian evidences, wrote a privately
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published book, Without Form and Void (1970), arguing for the gap theory. This book is considered

the strongest and most able defense of the gap theory available. It is found that the new

creationists tend to present that the Hebrew language in Genesis absolutely do not support gap

theory possibility which is ably countered by Custance, who also has a master's degree in oriental

languages. He demonstrated the validity of gap theory biblical exegesis by analysis of the Hebrew,

Greek, and Latin versions and study of other Bible passages that claimed to support this

interpretation.

The Scofield Reference Bible, 1917 – footnote on Genesis 1:2 says:

“Jeremiah 4:23-26, Isaiah 24:1 and 45:18 clearly indicate that the earth had undergone a

cataclysmic change as the result of a divine judgment. The face of the earth bears everywhere the

marks of such a catastrophe. There are not wanting intimations which connect it with a previous

testing and fall of angels. See Ezekiel 28:12-15 and Isaiah 14:9-14, which certainly go beyond the

kings of Tyre and Babylon.”
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It was the standard interpretation of the Bible till it was opposed by modern creationists and

apologetic.

"The gap theory has become the standard interpretation throughout hyper-orthodoxy,

appearing in an endless stream of books, booklets, Bible studies, and periodical

articles. In fact, it has become so sacrosanct with some that to question it is
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equivalent to tampering with Sacred Scripture or to manifest modernistic leanings."

Bernard (Ramm 1954, p. 135)

I grew up when the gap theory was considered part of the christian interpretation of the Bible. As

a scientist I still believe it is the best interpretation still. What I am explaining below was indeed

the interpretation we were given as we grew up in the Christian family and the arguments were the

ones given to us and I feel it is still the best.

The Problem of the Evening and Morning

One advantage it offered is the literal interpretation of the creation of the days of creation. This is

connected with the creation days as 24 hour day. The day and especially a 24 hour day can only

be explained in terms of the rotation of earth in its axis. Without a sun in place this would be

impossible. If it refers to the light created as the first of creation, it will leave this as an age, the

exact duration of which is not given. Moses clearly says “There was evening, there was morning”.

If it is understood as 24 hour days it will create further problem. The sun was created only on the

fourth day, and without the sun it does not make sense in saying evening and morning. Where does

the 24 hour day come from? This problem still remains today to be explained if gap theory is

discarded. The creation as given in the first chapter of genesis is an earth centered creation. We

will see details of the problem of this “evening and morning” later in more detail.

Everyone knows that the cosmic image given in the Bible is one as follows:
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Could this be a realistic cosmos? This is the picture presented in the bible. Unless you interpret it

as a parable of veiled description it will not make any sense at all. Did I commit a heresy? Evidently

this story is simply the story from the point of view of earthians of the period of Moses. How can

we justify it? Why do we say it is wrong? Do we want to go along with the modern science or

along with the inerrant bible?

A literal understanding of the Bible cannot go beyond this world. Shall we then hold on to this

because Bible says so and condemn those who believe in a spherical earth and an infinite with

earth moving round the sun without waters surrounding it and without an underworld? I know there

still is a flat earth society in existence. Are we to support them?

Bible did not draw this figure. Christians did it sometime within 3000 years of Moses.

The text claims that God created the heavens and earth on the first day. The Big Bang theory could

probably give us the waters that covered all creation out of which the present universe was made to

evolve. But then again I am trying to bring about modern science to justify the genesis story. The
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only problem is I don’t see a firmament nor waters above the firmament now. May be it is far far

away that I cannot see. Unless we define waters as a term for some generic concept we will have

difficulty in this.

What do the heavens consist of? Stars, galaxies, etc? So, we know that God created, at minimum,

the stars and the earth. Actually, the Hebrew phrase translated "heavens and earth" refer to the

entire created universe.

Some people claim that God created the earth first and that the rest of the heavenly bodies were

created later. However, we are led to contemplate why God said that He created the "heavens and

the earth."

In fact the “heavens” is mentioned first and then “and Earth” added indicating that heavens were

created first. But in the latter part of Genesis the heavens with its sun and moon and stars were

created later.

To accept this interpretation, we would have to say that God created "nothing" and the earth. If God

had only created the earth, the Genesis 1:1 would have said, "In the beginning God created the

earth." So, we can safely say that God created the entire heavens and earth at the beginning of the

first creation day. If the words “heavens and the earth” denoted only the dimensions of existence,

where did the waters appear all of a sudden when Gen 1:2 comes? If Genesis 1:1 is just a

summary, then there is no mention in Genesis of God creating matter - it is just suddenly mentioned

as if it had existed all along unless we interpret “earth” and “heaven” as water.

Evidently at some point in its history of creation, both heavens and earth were made to be covered

with water by God himself.

The words in Genesis creation allows for a gap in creation

I have seen creationists asserting that the words used in the creation story does not permit a gap.

This is certainly a misrepresentation.

A. Haya: was or became?

Genesis 1:2. “The earth was without form, and void.” It is suggested that the Hebrew word hâyâh

,(היה) translated “was,” could be translated as “became.” So the verse would read: “The earth
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became without form and void.” You will notice that the word indeed has all these meanings and

as it stands both “was” and “became” are both viable translations.

hayah: to fall out, come to pass, become, be

Original Word: היה

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: hayah

Phonetic Spelling: (haw-yaw)

Short Definition: come

Definition: to fall out, come to pass, become, be

NASB Translation

act (1), administered* (1), allotted (1), am (13), appeared* (1), apply (1), became (85), became his

and lived (1), became* (1), become (221), becomes (13), becoming (1), been (90), been done (2),

befall (1), befallen (2), being (7), belong (9), belonged (4), belongs (2), brought (1), came (358),

came into being (1), came expressly (1), cause (1), caused (1), come (86), come to pass (3),

comes (2), comes to pass (1), committed (1), consists (1), continue (6), continued (3), correspond

(1), decided* (1), done (4), done* (1), ended* (13), endure (3), event* (1), exhausted (1), existed (3),

exists (2), extend (3), extended (3), fall (4), fallen (1), fared (1), fell (1), follow* (1), followed* (1),

form (1), gave (1), give (1), go (4), gone (1), grown (1), had (80), had not been (2), had been (1),

had belonged (1), had...been (2), happen (11), happened (48), happens (4), has (19), has

become (1), has had (1), have (90), have become (6), have...place (1), having (2), held (1), help*

(1), indeed (1), keep* (1), lasted (1), lasts (1), lay (2), left (2), lies (1), lived* (1), lives (1), made (3),

marry* (4), marrying* (1), numbered (1), occur (7), occurred (3), occurs (3), own (3), placed (1),

possessed* (1), present (1), pressed* (1), qualify (2), ran (1), reach (3), reached (1), realized (1),

receive (1), received (1), remain (9), remain* (1), remained (6), remained* (1), remains (1), rest (1),

rested (1), resulted (1), running (1), seemed* (1), serve (3), show (1), sold (1), surely become (1),

surely come (1), surely come to pass (1), sustains (1), take (1), take place (3), taken (1), taken

place (1), time (1), took place (4), turn (1), turn* (1), turned (4), use (1), used (3), waited (1), wear

(1), went (1).
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Gen 1:2 in Hebrew reads:

erets hayah tohuw bohuw choshek paniym tehowm ruwach elohiym

rachaph al paniym mayim.

The meaning of the these words, as cross-referenced in the Hebrew/English Dictionary of

Strong's Concordance are:

erets(Earth ) hayah ( was, come to pass, became) tohuw ( formlessness, confusion,

chaos) bohuw (emptiness, void, waste) choshek (darkness, obscurity )paniym ( face,

surface) tehowm (primeval ocean, deep) ruwach (wind, breath, mind, spirit )elohiym

(God) rachaph (move, hover)al (over) paniym ( face, surface) mayim( waters,

waterflood).

The second Hebrew word in Genesis 1:2 is hayah, which should be translated as "came to

pass," or, for the most accurate word for word translation, "became." If just a few words from

the ancient Hebrew are translated more accurately into English, the translation that results

provides a deeper understanding that solves the puzzle.

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth.

2 And it came to pass that the Earth became a wasteland, empty and chaotic; and

darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of

the waters.

Evidently the original Hebrew lend itself to both forms of interpretations.

See http://biblehub.com/hebrew/1961.htm

B: Mala: to fill or replenish?

Genesis 1:28. “God said unto them, . . . replenish the earth” (KJV). Gap theorists claim that the

word replenish indicates that the earth must have been populated before Adam.
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Again we see mala has both possibilities - to fill or to replenish

C: Bara: create exnihilo or transform

The definition of BARA according to the Theological Word Book of the Old Testament is:

to create, shape, or form. One of the alternate meaning listed is transformations. In other words,

the translators could have said it was an account of when the sky and land was transformed.

In it structure of letters “bara” is the son of God who is the creator and the redeemer. Thus “bara’

can mean both original creation as well as recreation or redemption.
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John 1:2-3 He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made, and

without Him nothing was made that has been made.

Col 1:16-17 For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities. All things were created

through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Genesis 1:1 is speaking of God's original creation of the earth many millions of years ago.

Genesis 1:3 begins the account of God's re-creation of the earth after it had experienced great

destruction.

It's not logical to think that God would create the earth "formless and desolate" as the Good News

Translation translates Genesis 1:2. We would expect God to create everything with beauty and

perfection. "God is not the author of confusion" (1 Corinthians 14:33).

In fact, Isaiah 45:18 tells us, "For the LORD is God, and he created the heavens and earth and put

everything in place. He made the world to be lived in, not to be a place of empty chaos" (New Living

Translation). The Hebrew word here translated "empty chaos" is tohu, the same word translated

"without form" in Genesis 1:2.

The solution:

Long after the original creation, something happened that caused the chaos. It could only be

possible where a freewill being went against the purposes of God. This will directly indicate the

fall of the angels - Lucifer’s rebellion. After the creation both heaven and earth fell into a chaos, God

renewed it by His Spirit.

Psalm 104:30: "You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You renew the face of the earth."

What is described beginning with Genesis 1:3 is God's renewal of the earth and its creatures.
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D: Tohu and Bohu

These words which denote chaos is described in this combination “tohu and bohu” in Hebrew.

Isaiah 45:18 “For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens. He is the God who formed the

earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place (tohu), But formed it to be

inhabited, ‘I am the LORD, and there is none else.’”.

The words tohu and bohu also occur at Isaiah 34:11, which the King James Version translates with

the words "confusion" and "emptiness". Precise translation of the phrase is difficult, since it is a

Hebrew wordplay, like ve-ha-oniyyah hishevah le-hishaver in Jonah 1:4. Numerous

interpretations of this phrase are made by various theological sources, though it is usually

translated as "waste and void," "formless and empty," or "chaos and desolation."

The Septuagint renders it as ἀόρατος καὶ ἀκατα-σκεύαστος, "shapeless and formless".

These words in its combined form occurs only in two other passages, and in both of them it means

a description which is the result of a divine judgment.

� Isa. 34:11

Isa 34:11 But pelican and hedgehog will possess it, and owl and raven will dwell in it; and He will

stretch over it the line of desolation (tohu) and the plumb line of emptiness. (bohu) (NASB)

The entirety of Isaiah 34 describes the time of God’s terrible judgment upon all nations of the earth

during the Tribulation period. Edom and Bozrah are singled out especially as receiving God’s

judgment. Probably they are specific examples of God’s global wrath. Edom and Bozrah will be

devastated by burning pitch and brimstone that will smoke forever. For that reason no one will pass

through the land, nor will there be any inhabitant except for wild animals. Since, in Isa. 34:11, no

humans are there and it is deserted, the land of Edom and Bozrah is described as measured by a

line of desolation (tohu – it is a non-functioning land) and by a plumb line of emptiness (bohu – no

one is there). Note that both tohu and bohu are used. So tohu here means desolation or

non-functionality.

Jer. 4:23 I beheld the earth, and, lo, [it was] without form, and void; and the heavens, and they

[had] no light. (KJV)

I looked on the earth, and behold, it was formless and void;

And to the heavens, and they had no light. (NASB)
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Jeremiah 4:23. Jeremiah was predicting that judgment from Babylon was coming upon Judah. The

judgment was so severe that the entire land of Israel would be devastated.

Yet aspects of the language, especially in Jeremiah 4:23-28, are so severe and far-reaching that

this prophecy goes beyond predicting judgment merely upon Israel. It also looks at a much more

distant time when God would pour out cosmic judgment on the entire earth.We know this time

of unprecedented trouble as the Tribulation. In either case, the result would be that both the land of

Judah, and later the whole earth, would be both devastated, thus non-functional (tohu) and,

in many places empty of people (bohu)

The Book of Revelation predicts that upwards of one half of the earth’s population will be destroyed

– see, for example, Rev. 6:7-8; 9:15.

So Jeremiah compared the non-functionality and emptiness of the earth in his day and the distant

future (Jer. 4:23) with the non-functionality and emptiness of the earth on day one of creation (Gen.

1:2).

These are the only two passages in Scripture in which—apart from Genesis 1:2—the combination

tohu-wa-bohu is found. In this Restitution theory finds strong grounds for justifying a judgment on

that was connected with the the world of Lucifer and angels the earlier sons of God.

Genesis !:2 is a recreation is supported by the use of Asah instead of Bara in the verses following it

in the process of creation.

=========>

Bara (created) and Asah(made)

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created (bara) the heavens and the earth.

Hebrew word for create in Genesis 1:1 is bara, when God created the heavens and the earth in

the beginning. Genesis 1:1 relates to the beginning of time, millions of years ago at the start of a

Pre-Adamic Age.

But when it comes to reforming and redeeming the new heaven and earth we see the word used is

asah. Hebrew word for make in Genesis 1:16 is asah, when God made the sun, the moon and

the stars to be set in the firmament on Day Four of the six-day creation show because the sun and
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moon and stars were not created but brought out so that it will again give light to the earth and be

the signs of times.

Exodus 20:11

For in six days the LORD made (asah) the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them,

and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.

The Bible makes a clear distinction between the creation of the heavens and the earth in the

beginning, by using the Hebrew word bara, and the renewal of the heavens and the earth in six

days, by using the Hebrew word asah. These Hebrew words bara and asah are not used

interchangeably with respect to the heavens and the earth, despite what Young Earth Creationists

say. We shall now prove this point by using relevant scriptures.

There are five places in the Bible where bara denotes the instantaneous creation of the heavens

and the earth in the beginning, which are Genesis 1:1, Genesis 2:3-4, Psalm 148:5, Isaiah 42:5 and

Isaiah 45:18. We have already looked at three of these references, Genesis 1:1, Psalm 148:5, and

Isaiah 45:18. Let us now consider the remaining two references Isaiah 42:5 and Genesis 2:3-4.

Isaiah 42:5 says, “Thus says God the LORD, Who created (bara) the heavens and stretched them

out”. This clearly refers to the instantaneous creation of the heavens (the universe) in the beginning,

agreeing with Genesis 1:1.

We will now take a detailed look at Genesis 2:3-4, where the context clearly shows that bara is

specifically used to denote the instantaneous creation of the heavens and the earth in the

beginning.

Genesis 2:3-4 (KJV)

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his

work which God created (bara) and made (asah). 4 These are the generations of the heavens and

of the earth when they were created (bara), in the day that the LORD God made (asah) the earth

and the heavens.

These two verses clearly demonstrate the distinction in the use of the inspired Hebrew

words bara and asah, and show that they are not interchangeable when relating to the heavens

and the earth. Please note, in verse 3 above, that God rested from all His work, which He
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had created and made. The Holy Spirit would not have used bara and asah in the same sentence,

one following the other, if they had both meant the same thing and were interchangeable. It is clear

that there is a distinction between these two words.

This distinction is reinforced in verse 4 above, when relating these two words to the heavens and

the earth. Please note that the generations of the heavens and the earth

include both their creation and their making (renewal). The fact that the word ‘generations’ is

plural further confirms that God is speaking about two separate situations in the history of the

heavens and the earth. This verse demonstrates that the instantaneous creation (bara) of the

heavens and the earth in the beginning was followed, in a later generation, by the making (asah)

of the heavens and the earth in six days, which is referred to in this verse as ‘the day’. This

scripture agrees with both Genesis 1:1 and Exodus 20:11.

Let us now make further comments on the Hebrew word asah.

The Hebrew word asah occurs 2633 times in the Old Testament. Out of these, asah is used

approximately twenty times to refer to the making of the heavens and the earth, when God

renewed them in the six-day creation week.

We will consider one more example, Nehemiah 9:6, which is a key text used by Young Earth

Creationism to wrongly say that bara and asah are interchangeable, when the Bible speaks about

either the creation or the making of the heavens and the earth.

Nehemiah 9:6

You alone are the LORD; You have made (asah) heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their

host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all.

The host of heaven worships You.

In this scripture, Nehemiah is praising God for what he sees from man’s earthly perspective, for the

generation of the heavens and the earth that God made (asah) in six days when He renewed the

face of the earth, thus agreeing with Genesis 2:3-4, previously commented on.

Nehemiah 9:6 only refers to the making (asah) of the heavens and the earth in the six-day creation

week, but it has nothing to say about the creation (bara) of the heavens and the earth in the
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beginning. So, Young Earth Creationists are wrong in saying that Nehemiah 9:6 proves that the

Hebrew words bara and asah are interchangeable.

We have shown from Scripture that God makes a clear distinction between the Hebrew

words bara and asah when referring to the heavens and the earth. This is to uphold the truth of the

Pre-Adamic Age, and God’s global tohuw and bohuw judgement against Satan and his fallen

angels.

file:///D:/godsplanforall.com/free-online-book/part-iii/chapter-24-the-biblical-truth-of-the-pre-adamic

-age/index.html ======>

FOSSIL EVIDENCE

OF

OLD EARTH AND DEATH BEFORE ADAM
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Posted By: Sukanya Mukherjee June 30, 2016

The discovery of two dinosaur wings that are so well preserved inside amber that the researchers

could even discern the feathers on their forms. The scope becomes even more impressive

considering the wings are dated from around 99 million years before. The organism in question

here actually pertains to the Enantiornithes, a group of extinct avialans (from the clade Dinosauria)

who retained some features of their dinosaur cousins, like emerging teeth from inside their beaks
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and tiny clawed fingers on each wing. …. two such Enantiornithes wing specimens from the

Mesozoic Era got trapped in some tree sap occurring in present-day Myanmar. The sap in turn

morphed into amber over the long period of time, by a process known as molecular polymerization.

<<<<<<<<<<<< >>>>>

Standing two metres tall, the giant deer was assumed to be extinct about 10,300 years ago, but

new research finds it was still alive across Siberia.in the Holocene Era, about 9,000 years ago,

Read more at

https://archaeologynewsnetwork.blogspot.com/2015/03/giant-irish-elk-survived-in-siberia.html#IkV36yFH5Wz6cqsC.99

<<<<<<<<<<<<

The mass extinction event that killed the dinosaurs was sudden and just as deadly to life in the polar regions, according

to a study of more than 6,000 marine fossils from the Antarctic. The research involved a six-year process of identifying

more than 6,000 marine fossils ranging in age from 69- to 65-million-years-old that were excavated by scientists from

the University of Leeds in the UK and the British Antarctic Survey on Seymour Island in the Antarctic Peninsula.
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The Bible says nothing about the existence and death of any pre-Adamite creatures, either spirited

or spiritless-this is the gap.. Some Christians say that Adam was the first man to be made in the

image of God, though there were also human-like creatures before him. Sons of God existed long

before Adam was created. Sin came into the universe long long before Adam. But they have

assumed that the alleged Pre-Adamic fossils constitute a reliable record; i.e. the fossils have been

interpreted correctly in both anatomy and age.

This, in effect is saying:

that before God created the Adamic world, the earth existed and was occupied.

That the short age timescale in Genesis (obtained from the genealogies and other parts of the Bible,

e.g. Mark 10:6) is only that of the age after the recreation for Adamic race;

That the Curse of death in the created world was in existence since the creation of beings on earth

long before Adam’s sin, as described in Genesis 3. The Bible tells us that Adam was the first

biological man—in Genesis 1–5; Deuteronomy 32:8; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38; Romans 5:14; 1

Corinthians 15:22, 45; 1 Timothy 2:13; and Jude 14.

The recreated world was ‘very good’ when God created included the new world. But this hardly

lasted a day because Adam and Eve took the path of the serpent and he again brought in death by

sin. Again the creation itself was cursed (Edenic curse of the ground) with second law of

thermodynamics that the decay rate was increased to reduce the life span of man, so that the evil

and the consequent pain and suffering of all life forms may be reduced to a minimum.

If pre-Adamite creatures were living and dying for hundreds of thousands/millions of years before

Adam, then just like Adam, some other son of God brought physical death into the world, As

Adam was federal head of the entire creation began only 6000 year ago only, his Fall affected

everything else after that. (Romans 8:20–22). “Through one man sin entered into the world, and

death through sin” (Rom 5:12; see also 1 Tim 2:11–15). In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul again teaches

that “by a man came death” (vv. 21), and “in Adam all die” (v. 22).

The good news of salvation through Christ Jesus has far deeper implication than what is supposed.

Romans 8:21-22 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and brought into

the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning

together in the pains of childbirth until the present time.

This is the gap theory’s contribution without which the biblical interpretation will go against the

reality of scientific truth. The gap theory establishes and confirms that the scripture as we have

today is inerrant.
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GENESIS 6:1-4

6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters

were born unto them, 6:2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and

they took them wives of all that they chose. 6:3 And Jehovah said, My spirit shall not strive with

man for ever, for that he also is flesh: yet shall his days be a hundred and twenty years. 6:4 The

Nephilim were in the earth in those days, and also after that, when the sons of God came unto the

daughters of men, and they bare children to them: the same were the mighty men that were of old,

the men of renown…”

This seems to suggest that Adamic humans (who were sons of God) coexisted with other sons of

God of a different order altogether. The result of the sin of mixing the two fallen sons and

daughters was the flood of Noah followed by further increase in decay rate.

“O Lord, how manifold are Your works!

In wisdom You have made them all.

The earth is full of Your possessions . . .

You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;

and You renew the face of the earth”

(Psalms 104:24, 30).

The surface of the earth needed a renewal when the fall of Satan caused the total destruction of

both heaven and earth. God began his renewal of a new creation with Man as his Son. God created

the present life-forms we see around us.

So what does the fossil record depict? It shows a series of fossilized life-forms in layered deposits

scattered in the earth’s crust.

But today Man is in control.

“The most puzzling event in the history of life on the earth is the change from the Mesozoic Age of

Reptiles, to the … Age of Mammals. It is as if the curtain were rung down suddenly on a stage

where all the leading roles were taken by reptiles, especially dinosaurs, in great numbers and
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bewildering variety, and rose again immediately to reveal the same setting but an entirely new cast,

a cast in which the dinosaurs do not appear at all, other reptiles are supernumeraries and the

leading parts are all played by mammals of sorts barely hinted at in the previous acts”

( Paleontologist George Gaylord : Life Before Man, 1972, p. 42).

Earth remains the only place in the Universe known to have life. Fossil evidence indicates that

more than 99% of all species of life forms, amounting to over five billion species, that ever lived on

Earth are extinct. We can say all life forms sometime around 3.5 million years ago were totally

annihilated and are preserved for us as fossils. The age of the Earth is about 4.54 billion years old;

the earliest undisputed evidence of life on Earth dates from at least 3.5 billion years ago.
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CHAPTER SIX

FALL OF LUCIFER AS THE CAUSE OF

DESOLATION

The cause of this judgement and consequent desolation is indicated elsewhere in some

detail, though scattered all over the scripture as the fall of Lucifer one of the sons of God

before Adam, the son of God came into existence.

Even though the subject matter of the Bible is man, and not the angels, there are enough clear

teachings about the fall of Lucifer, the light bearer of God and of the consequent tohu wa bohu

created due to it.

Before taking the matter we should know that before the creation of Adam the Son of God, there

was a group of creation called Sons of God.

Sons of God (Heb: benê ha'elohîm, האלהים (בני is a phrase used in the Hebrew Bible and

apocrypha. The phrase is also used in Kaballah where Bene elohim are part of different Jewish

angelic hierarchies.

God Challenges Job

Job 38:3-8 "Now gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! "Where

were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding, Who set its

measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched the line on it? "On what were its bases sunk?
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Or who laid its cornerstone, When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God

shouted for joy? "Or who enclosed the sea with doors When, bursting forth, it went out from the

womb;…

Evidently this was when the earth was planned and executed with care when God himself laid the

foundation, stretched the line on it, and placed its cornerstone. We see in that context the

presence of the Sons of God shouting for joy. This could not be the process mentioned in

Genesis 1. Where can we place this creation and the creation of these sons of God when the

universe was in its planning and execution. It has to be before Genesis 1:2. These are no

mention of these creatures in the creation stories and it must have been certainly earlier than the

creation of Adam, and even earlier than the Gen 1:2 creation process.

Now let us look at the fall of this one Son of God and you determine the period when it occurred.

Ezekiel 28:11–19.

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and

say to him: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:

“‘You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.

You were in Eden, the garden of God;

every precious stone adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and emerald, topaz, onyx and jasper, lapis

lazuli, turquoise and beryl.

Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.

You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.

You were on the holy mount of God;

you walked among the fiery stones.

You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in

you.

Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned.

So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, guardian cherub,from

among the fiery stones.

Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of

your splendor.

So I threw you to the earth; I

made a spectacle of you before kings.

By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries.
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So I made a fire come out from you,and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the

ground in the sight of all who were watching.

All the nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no

more.’

This passage clearly states that this king of Tyre was in Eden, the garden of God and was an

anointed guardian cherub ordained by God himself and he was expelled from the garden

because of his sin and wickedness.

The sin is explained elsewhere:

Isaiah 14:12–15:

How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!

How are you cut down to the ground, which did weaken the nations!

For you have said in your heart,

”I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I

will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I

will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”

Yet you shall be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

(Notice this is the same sin that Adam and Eve fell into. “to be like God”)

Is there another way of explaining this presence of this Lucifer in the Garden of Eden, unless there

was a garden of Eden in heavens, a separate garden of God.

When was that created?

This indeed is one of the special reference to the fall of Lucifer. The question remains is when did

this happen? The creation of the realm of Lucifer and his fall and devastation is not mentioned

within the first five days of the Genesis creation. But we meet the serpent the old fallen Lucifer

in the garden of Eden talking to Eve before the fall of Adam and Eve. And surprisingly, he was

able to convince Eve and Adam to join with his rebellion to claim an equality with God before the

time.

Or could we say: “Whatever this sin was, it is important for us to maintain that the devil and his

fellow evil angels fell away from God after the seven days of creation (when all was good—even the

created angel beings), and yet before the fall of Eve and Adam. These fallen angels cannot be
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converted (Matt. 8:29), for they are facing the eternal fire of punishment (Matt. 25:41)” Evangelical

Lutheran Synod http://els.org/resources/answers/satans-sin/

Is there any mention anywhere which says, God never created anything before He started the

creation the process as given in Genesis?. Was God sleeping till 6000 years ago from infinity of

His existence?

2 Peter 3:5–6. “By the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water

and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.”

Notice that in this case “the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water” and this

flood probably lasted a long long time and filled both heaven and earth.

In the Noahic flood the world did not perish, but only all living land beings perished except the ones

salvaged by Noah. Tgus flood lasted only an year.

It is claimed that Adam’s world was created out of the remnants of the Luciferian Flood.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

EVIDENCE OF ANCIENT MASS DESTRUCTION OF

EARTH BEFORE THE ADAMIC ERA

Could that be caused by this?

The K-T extinction event

http://bmcog.org/sermons/july/2013/adamic3_aud.htm

”Many scientists now believe in a theory proposed in 1980 by the physicist Luis Alvarez and his son

Walter Alvarez, a geologist. Their theory says that a mass extinction of plant and animal species

occurred as a result of a huge asteroid impacting the earth's surface at the end of the Cretaceous

period, sixty-five million years ago. This is known as the K-T extinction event. The following quote

summaries the general scientific belief about this K-T extinction event.

'In the Alvarezes' scenario, an asteroid 10 kilometers in diameter struck the earth at high velocity,

forming a crater 150 kilometers wide. In addition to the immediate devastation of tidal waves, global

fires, and giant storms, impact debris hurled into the atmosphere at high altitude spread around the

Earth, preventing sunlight from reaching the ground. With photosynthesis blocked, herbivorous

and carnivorous species died as the food chain was snapped at its base.'

The Cretaceous–Tertiary extinction event, or Cretaceous–Palaeogene extinction event, was

about 66 million years ago. It may be called the K/T extinction event or even K/Pg event for short.

This is the famous event which killed the dinosaurs at the end of the Cretaceous period.
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It was a large-scale mass extinction of animal and plant species.

The event marks the end of the Mesozoic era and the beginning of the Cainozoic era.

The intermediate claystone layer contains 1000 times more iridium than the upper and lower layers. It is the

boundary between Cretaceous and Tertiary Periods. The rock is from Wyoming, USA.

Dinosaur fossils are only found below the K/T boundary. This shows they became extinct before, or

during the event.Mosasaurs, plesiosaurs, pterosaurs and many species of plants and invertebrates

also became extinct. Mammalian and bird groups got through the event with some extinctions.

Those that survived became widespread and varied during their later evolutionary radiation.

Scientists think the K/T extinctions were caused by something sudden and powerful, such as one or

more massive asteroid or meteor impacts, and increased volcanic activity. Scientists study what

happened to the dinosaurs and other groups to learn what caused the K/T extinction event. How

quickly they died out around the world is an important clue. Scientists also study patterns in rocks

to learn the causes. Several impact craters and massive volcanic activity, such as that in the

Deccan Traps in India, are dated to about the same time as the extinctions. Those impacts and

volcanoes would have reduced sunlight and hindered photosynthesis, disrupting Earth's ecology.

Craters

Evidence is accumulating that there were multiple impacts across the Cretaceous/Tertiary

boundary, such as the Chicxulub crater in Mexico, Boltysh crater in Ukraine, Silverpit crater in North

Sea, and the Shiva crater offshore western India.

The Shiva crater is a sea floor structure under the continental shelf in the Indian Ocean, west of

Mumbai, India. It was named by paleontologist Sankar Chatterjee after Shiva, the Hindu god of
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destruction and renewal. Submerged Shiva crater is the largest- about 600 km long and 400 km

wide - and has proved to be a rich source of oil and gas.

Positions of the continents at Cretaceous-Tertiary (KT) transition around 65 Ma, when multiple impact craters were

formed: the Chicxulub crater in Mexico is about 180 km diameter, the Boltysh crater in Ukraine is about 25 km diameter,

whereas the Shiva crater in India is about 500 km diameter (modified from Scotese 1997). Recent work suggests that

the Chicxulub crater may be 300,000 years older than the KT boundary and might not be directly involved with the KT

mass extinction (Keller et al. 2003). All these craters are excellent structural traps for giant oil and gas fields.

There are five major extinction events in the Phanerozoic eon, and many smaller events.[3] In order

of time, latest first:

1. K/T extinction event. The Cretaceous/Tertiary extinction event ended the Mesozoic era and

started the Cainozoic era.

2. End–Triassic extinction event.

3. P/Tr extinction event. The Permian/Triassic extinction event ended the Palaeozoic era and

started the Mesozoic era.

4. Late Devonian extinctions, at the Frasnian/Famennian junction.
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5. End–Ordovician extinction event. After a series of lesser events, the end-Ordovician extinction

resulted in an estimated 84% species loss.

The best available data on these craters lump these events into a relatively short time frame in

geologic terms about 100,000 - 300,000 years ago. If further research is done, it is found that there

are at least 5 times in the past multiple major impactors have collided with the earth and done

global catastrophic damage, both to biodiversity and geological structures

Lesser Phanerozoic extinctions

Other extinction events in the Phanerozoic also had significant impact on the evolution of the biota.

1. Eocene–Oligocene transition. From the middle of the Eocene to early in the Oligocene there

were a number of events. The climate became much cooler, ice formed on Antarctica, and

there was a turnover in aquatic and terrestrial groups.

2. Vendian/Cambrian extinction event. Extinctions have been claimed for three groups: the

acritarchs, trace fossils, and the famous Ediacaran fossils. Not much is known about this

event.

The Shiva crater is a sea floor structure under the continental shelf in the Indian Ocean, west of Mumbai, India.

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gesc/Fac_pages/Yoshinobu/Published_pdfs/Chatterjee%20et%20al.%202006.pdf
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It is interesting, yet not surprising, that this scientific theory supports the Bible's account of God's

global tohuw and bohuw judgement in the Pre-Adamic World. We know from Scripture that God's

global tohuw and bohuw judgement involves the powers of the heavens being shaken, stars

(asteroids) falling on earth and sunlight being withheld or blocked from reaching the earthâ€™s

surface. Do you know that the Bible is amazingly clear that the earth will be struck by an asteroid

once again in the future tohuw and bohuw judgement, at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?

Revelation 9:1-2

1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star (asteroid) fallen from heaven to the earth. To

him (the angel) was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and

smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were

darkened because of the smoke of the pit.”

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

With so much evidence of the existence of earth millions of years before the 6000 years of Adamic

human existence and the evidence of cosmic upheaval culminating in the destruction of almost all

life forms on earth the Biblical throwing out of Satan from heaven to earth is a very real fact. It is in

fact, the simplest explanation which will keep the statements of the scripture as given to Moses

inerrant..

God had been in this business of creation long before our earth was in the process of creation. Sin

was in existence long before Adam. If He recreated earth soon after a 1900 years of

creation,during the Noahic flood, he could have recreated many worlds over millions of years of

cosmic life time. He does not have to report that to us. God told Moses what he was supposed

to tell his people Israel at that time. He did not even tell Moses that he was going to recreate both

heaven and earth one day and all His detailed plans Adamic race for that. It was fully disclosed only

after a 1500 years when he himself took flesh and dwelt among mankind.
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During the Mesozoic, or "Middle Life" Era, life diversified rapidly and giant reptiles, dinosaurs and

other monstrous beasts roamed the Earth. The period, which spans from about 252 million years

ago to about 66 million years ago, was also known as the age of reptiles or the age of dinosaurs.

The end boundary for the Mesozoic Era, the Cretaceous-Paleogene boundary, is defined by a

20-inch (50 centimeters) thick sliver of rock in El Kef, Tunisia, which contains well-preserved fossils

and traces of iridium and other elements from the asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs. The

Mesozoic Era is divided up into the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods.

THREE JUDGMENTS OVER SIN IN THE BIBLE

Peter actually refers to three judgments and recreations:

2 Peter 2:4-6

Angels who sinned

4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell (tartaroo) and

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgmentPre-Noahic people

5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of

righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;
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Revelation 12:7-9

7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the

dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in

heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the

Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels

were cast out with him.

It is this serpent that we meet in the garden of eden?

Noah’s Flood

Gen 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagining

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And the LORD repented that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him in His heart.

7 And the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man

and beast, and the creeping thing and the fowls of the air, for I repent that I have made them.”

Genesis 7:11 “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth

day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the

windows of heaven were opened.”
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21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:

22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.

So if we calculate the time that passed between the point where God shut the door of the Ark until

God commanded them to leave it: Year 601 Month 2 Day 27 [End date] to Year 600 Month 2 Day

17 [Begin Date] was 1 Year 0 Months 10 Days about 370 days

Since this was a prolonged slow period we do not see fossilization as it occurs only in

sudden destruction of the living.

A local one: Sodom and Gomorrah

6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction,

making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly.

Sin has consequences and it brings judgement from God in the form of death and

destruction. Please note that God did not spare the angels who sinned, and He did not

spare the sinful world of Noah or the sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

It incidentally gives us the correct sequence
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Since the wages of sin is death, because of the sin of the sons of God of the previous era, death

was in effect in the world. Since the world was destroyed by catastrophic effect by flooding the

earth to the heights of the heavens there were almost drastic death and hence we could see the

animals and humanoids in fossilized form. This is exactly what we see. We see fossils long

before Noah’s flood which took place comparatively recently around 5000 years ago. But we have

fossils that dates millions of years ago. While Adamic era is of recent origin, God was in bussiness

long long time ago and we can see what is not so close to us in time as fosillized world. The

sedimentary strata and fossil remains are to be explained by an old earth, with millions of years of

death and destruction.

“According to the gap theory, animals and the predecessors of mankind were living and dying for

millions of years before the creation and fall of Adam “(Whitcomb and Smith, p. 131).

This is probably why God built a separated New Eden on earth for Adam. How was it seperated we

are not told. There must have been some form of a boundary between Eden and the rest of the

earth. Outside of the Eden death continued to prevail and that is one of the reasons why Adam

and Eve were sent out of the Eden. Only by eating the fruit of the tree of Knowledge could even

Adam and Eve could continue live without facing death even inside the Eden. Without that
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continuous reordering energy to decrease the entropy, through the fruit of the tree of knowledge

all creatures will eventually die. So we should expect that was what was going on outside of the

Eden. Into this were sent Adam and Eve.

Here is a plain explanation of the existence od Pre-Adamites and death from the Creation Ministries

International

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

https://creation.com/pre-adamites-and-human-fossils

Pre-Adamites, sin, death and the human fossils

by Marvin L. Lubenow

The human fossil evidence

The human fossil record shows that human death goes back several million years on the

uniformitarian time-scale. … Thus, the old-Earth pre-Adamite theory that human sin and death

began about 10 000 years ago (according to the uniformitarian time-scale) and that the older

human fossils represent pre-Adamites who lived before the Fall is Biblically untenable.

Evidence of physical death

Whereas evolutionists refer to the fossil record as the history of life, it is more accurately described

as the history of death. When we consider the fossil record of the animal kingdom, the world-wide
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testimony of death is so vast that it defeats the imagination. It is no wonder that evolutionists

attempt to bring the magnitude of this record within the scope of human experience by stretching it

out over millions of years to lessen its intensity.

Every human fossil individual represents an occasion of physical death, a condition which the

Scriptures state came as a result of Adam’s sin and Fall. Since all of the individuals dated earlier

than Adam and the Neolithic would be the alleged pre-Adamites, extensive research reveals that

this would include the following fully human individuals known from the fossil record:

1. Well over 2000 anatomically modern Homo sapiens individuals.

2. At least 345 Neandertal individuals, also classified as Homo sapiens.

3. At least 122 archaic Homo sapiens individuals.

It is difficult to imagine how the relevant Scriptures can be interpreted so as to allow these deaths to

occur before the Fall of Adam.

Evidence of hardship

In the human fossil record, there is much evidence of hardship, trauma, and disease, the very

things we would expect in life after the Fall, not before. One group of Homo sapiens, the

Neandertals, are dated by evolutionists from about 30 ka back to about 250 ka. A leading authority

on the Neandertals, Erik Trinkaus (University of New Mexico), describes their life:

“ … life for the Neanderthals was rigorous. If they lived through childhood and early

adulthood, they did so bearing the scars of a harsh and dangerous life. Furthermore,

the incidence of trauma correlated with the massiveness of the Neanderthals; a life

style that so consistently involved injury would have required considerable strength

and fortitude for survival”. ………………

Evidence of a sin nature in human fossil individuals

In much of the trauma found in the human fossil record, it is impossible to determine if that trauma,

such as broken bones, was the result of accidents (so called “natural evil”) or the result of human

sin.

However, there are four categories where the evidence of a sin nature in these alleged

pre-Adamites is very strong:

cannibalism, violence, evidence of syphilis, and evidence of scalping.
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Chronological list of trauma, disease, sin, and premature death in the human fossil record

(Although we young-Earth creationists reject them, all dates in this paper reflect the uniformitarian

time-scale, a time-scale accepted without question by theistic evolutionists and progressive

creationists. “?” means that the date is uncertain, “ka” means “thousand years ago”, “Ma” means

“million years ago”. Many fossil remains consist only of teeth. These cases are not listed because

juvenile tooth loss can be a normal growth process not involving trauma, disease, or death.)….

Conclusion

…. the bulk of the human fossils prior to the Fall of the Biblical Adam.

The recognition that human physical death began with Adam implies that many of them assume

that

� the pre-Adamites were less than human.

� The human fossil record reveals the pre-Adamite theory to be in error.

Evidence of virtually every type of premature death, trauma, disease, and sin which we could

reasonably expect the human fossils to show is found in the fossil record before 10 ka.

We find in them the conditions we would expect to find after the Fall of Adam, not before.

The accounts of sin, violence, and death recorded after the Fall, in Genesis 4–11, are reflected in

the human fossil record.

Hence, the human fossil material should be assigned to that era of human history, and exclusively

after the Flood, given the relative positions of these fossils at the very top of the geological record.

The idea that “natural evil” was a part of the original creation, or that it was in effect outside of the

Garden of Eden, is likewise refuted by the human fossil record.

The fossil record does not record just animal death.

It records at least 2,467 human deaths beyond 10 000 years.

Further, at least 273 of those deaths are deaths of infants, children, juveniles, or young adults.

Even today we look upon such deaths as tragedies.

The idea that God would create a world where this type of death takes place and call it “Very good”

offends our sensibilities. In fact, the Bible speaks of long life as a “blessing” (for example,

Deuteronomy 6:2, 22:7; I Kings 3:14; Proverbs 28:16). If the advocates of death as a “blessing”

have in mind the death of a person after a long and fulfilling life, the human fossil record does not

reveal that kind of existence. Hence, because of the clear evidence of sin, disease, trauma, and
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premature death in the human fossil record, the individuals found in the human fossil record must

be placed after the Fall of the Biblical Adam, not before, as they are in a young-Earth, global-Flood

context.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

http://www.kjvbible.org/

Mountains were in existence long before the flood of Noah. When Noah's flood occurred, the

Scriptures say the waters of the flood covered the tops of the mountains, so the present-day

mountains already existed:

"And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the

face of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that

[were] under the whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the

mountains were covered."

(Gen 7:18-20 KJV)

Geologic Fact:

Otherwise how will you explain this?

PRE

ADAMIC

FOSSILS

LUCIFER

AEON

RECREATION

ADAMIC AEON
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Portions of most of the Earth's mountain ranges are composed of sedimentary strata or

metamorphosed sediments which contain fossils (the evidence of living creatures long since

dead and buried).

Three examples are

the Appalachian mountain range of the eastern United States (one of the older ones),

the Alps of Europe and

the Himalayas (one of the younger ones).

The sedimentary layers that were uplifted to form these great mountain ranges are many thousands

of feet thick in places and well above sea level today. In many places, especially in the older

Appalachian range, angular unconformities abound, showing where ancient sediments have been

tilted and partially eroded, with newer more horizontal sediments being deposited atop the tilted

erosion contact surface.

If these mountains existed before Noah's flood (which the Bible says they did), and these

mountains were formed from uplifted sediments containing fossils (go climb a mountain and

see them with your own eyes), then the creatures that these fossils came from all died

sometime long BEFORE the great flood.

http://www.dalerogersammonite.com/collections/fossils/

The sequences of sandstone, shale, siltstone and the like indicate submerged or delta associated

deposits. Because it takes vegetation time to grow, die and accumulate, you can be sure that these

kinds of alternating coal/rock sequences, which contain coal seams ranging from inches to several

feet thick, required many, many years to form. (Coal is formed from the remains of trees and ferns.)

According to the Bible, Noah's flood only lasted one year; therefore, it is impossible for these

strata to have been formed by the single global flood event. These formations are orderly and
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well differentiated, which is uncharacteristic of deposits left by rapid flooding. In many locations,

these sequences which originally formed in a horizontal position are now tilted at various angles;

some are now vertical and others have been found to be turned upside down. The tectonic

processes to accomplish this require millions of years. You can be sure it occurred long before

Noah's days, not during a one-year flood

Further, if you take the time and effort to calculate the amount of carbon in the coal that has already

been mined on the Earth, and couple it with known deposits that have yet to be mined, there is no

possible way that the amount of vegetation required to make that much coal could have been

growing on the face of the Earth during any single year.

It takes great pressures and long periods of time for sediments to compact and cement into very

hard rock. There was insufficient time in a one-year flood period to produce the massive

sedimentary deposits of the Appalachians, to say nothing about the differentiation of all the

sedimentary layers. And here is another show-stopper: Whatever materials and debris may have

been left on the land after the waters of Noah's flood receded would have been quickly eroded

away by rains in a few brief years following the flood. THAT is why there is no remaining

widespread physical surface evidence of a world-wide flood today. And if the "fountains" of Noah's

flood were mid-oceanic geysers on a massive scale, you will learn that there would have been very

little sediment load in the flood waters outside of what was washed down from the mountains of the

land areas during the 40 days and nights of torrential rains.
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Picture from: tesla.jcu.edu.au

Petroleum (oil) is a complex mixture of hydrocarbons which occurs in many places in the upper

strata (sedimentary rock layers) of the Earth's crust. In some instances petroleum seeps to the

surface. The La Brea Tar Pits of southern California are an excellent example of such an

occurrence. If the sedimentary rocks which contain the petroleum were formed by Noah's

flood, where did Noah get the bitumen he used to seal the joints of the Ark to make it

waterproof, BEFORE the flood?

"Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch

it within and without with pitch."

(Genesis 6:14 KJV)

The English word "pitch" is from the Hebrew word "kopher" which is bitumen, an asphalt-like form of

petroleum.

Speaking of the formation of hydrocarbons like petroleum, here is another interesting fact that the

Young Earth Creationists' theories on Noah's flood cannot address: If you add up all of the fossil

fuels (coal, natural gas, and oil) consumed on the earth since 1751 A.D. (roughly the start of

the Industrial Revolution), human beings have burned an amount of fossil fuels equal to that which

would have required all the plants growing on the Earth over a time span of at least 13,300

years. (Source: Discover Magazine April 2004, page 11, "What's in a Gallon of Gas?" )

Conclusion: When you honestly think through all these considerations, it becomes quite clear that

the fossils of the Earth's sedimentary rock layers have been there a long, long time. Those

creatures were dead and buried, and the strata was already present on the planet when we find the

Earth void and without form at Genesis chapter 1, verse 2. No other interpretation meets all the

criteria of truth. Are we saying that Noah's global flood did not happen? No!What we are saying is

that the Earth's sedimentary rocks were not made by Noah's flood and are NOT the evidence

of Noah's flood. <<<<<<<<<<<<<<
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CHAPTER EIGHT

CREATION DAY AS 24 HOUR SIDERAL DAY

1. "Morning" or "Evening" with "Yom" is defined as one 24 hour day
2. "Morning" with "Evening" is defined as one 24 hour day.

3. "Yom" with a number is defined as one 24 hour day.
4. "Yom" with "Night" is defined as one 24 hour day

It may be noticed that these assumptions are nowhere clearly stated or defined in the bible and remains as
assumptions based on their own view points.
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“ In the Space of Six Days Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr.

https://www.opc.org/OS/html/V9/1d.html

1. Argument from Primary Meaning.

The preponderant usage of the word "day" (Heb. yom) in the OT is of a normal diurnal period. The

word yom is used 2,304 times in the OT clearly referring either to a normal, full day-and-night cycle,

or to the lighted portion of that cycle. not to depart from the primary meaning of a word, unless this

is required by the context" (Systematic Theology, 154).

2. Argument from Explicit Qualification. So that we not miss his point, Moses relentlessly qualifies

each of the six creation days by "evening and morning." Outside of Genesis 1 the words "evening"

and "morning" appear in statements thirty-two times in the OT, presenting the two parts defining a

normal day (e.g., Ex 16:13; 18:13; 27:21). Robert L. Dabney observed in defending a six day

creation: The sacred writer seems to shut us up to the literal interpretation by describing the days

as comprised of its natural parts, morning and evening" (Systematic Theology, 255).

3. Argument from Numerical Prefix. Genesis 1 attaches a numeral to each of the creation days: first,

second, third, etc. Moses affixes numerical adjectives to yom 119 times in his writings. These

always signify literal days, as in circumcision on the "eighth day" (Lev 12:3; cp. Nu 33:38). The

same holds true for the 357 times numerical adjectives qualify yom outside the Pentateuch. (Hos

6:2 is no counter example. It either refers to the certainty of Israel's national resurrection, using the

literal time period at which a body begins to decompose [Jn 11:39] to underscore their hope. Or it

may be alluding to Christ's resurrection on the third day as Israel's hope [1 Cor 15:4].) As Gerhard

Hasel observes: This triple interlocking connection of singular usage, joined by a numeral, and the

temporal definition of 'evening and morning,' keeps the creation 'day' the same throughout the

creation account. It also reveals that time is conceived as linear and events occur within it

successively. To depart from the numerical, consecutive linkage and the 'evening-morning'

boundaries in such direct language would mean to take extreme liberty with the plain and direct

meaning of the Hebrew language" ("The 'Days' of Creation," Origins 21:1 [1984] 26).

4. Argument from Numbered Series. In a related though slightly different observation, we note that

when yom appears in numbered series it always specifies natural days (e.g., Ex 12:15-16; 24:16;

Lev 23:39; Nu 7:12-36; 29:17ff). Genesis 1 has a series of consecutively numbered days for a

reason: to indicate sequentially flowing calendrical days. As E. J. Young observes over against the

Framework view: Derek Kidner agrees: "The march of the days is too majestic a progress to carry
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no implication of ordered sequence; it also seems over-subtle to adopt a view of the passage which

discounts one of the primary impressions it makes on the ordinary reader" Genesis, 54-55). Wayne

Grudem concurs: The implication of chronological sequence in the narrative is almost inescapable"

(Systematic Theology, 303).

5. Argument from Coherent Usage. The word yom in Genesis 1 defines Days 4-6—after God

creates the sun—expressly for marking off days (Gen 1:14,18). Interestingly, Moses emphasizes

Day 4 by allocating the second greatest number of words to describe it. Surely these last three days

of creation are normal days. Yet nothing in the text suggests a change of temporal function for yom

from the first three days: they are measured by the same temporal designator (yom), along with the

same qualifiers (numerical adjectives and "evening and morning"). Should not Days 1-3 demarcate

normal days also?

6. Argument from Divine Exemplar. The Scripture specifically patterns man's work week after God's

own original creation week (Ex 20:9-11; 31:17). And as stated there, such is not for purposes of

analogy, but imitation. Besides, to what could the creation days be analogous? God dwells in

timeless eternity (Isa 57:15) and does not exist under temporal constraints (2 Pe 3:8). Irons states

that: God has not chosen to reveal that information" (Irons, "The Framework Interpretation

Explained and Defended," [1998], 66). But "then the analogy is useless" (Joseph Pipa, Did God

Create in Six Days?, 172). Nor may we suggest that the days are anthropomorphic days, for

anthropomorphic language "can be applied to God alone and cannot properly be used of the six

days" (Young, Genesis One, 58)…..

7. Argument from Plural Expression. Exodus 20:11 and 31:17 also teach that God created the

heavens and the earth "in six days" (yammim). As Robert L. Reymond reminds us: "Ages are never

expressed by the word yammim" (Systematic Theology, 394). In fact, the plural yammim occurs

858 times in the Old Testament, and always refers to normal days. Exodus 20:11 (like Gen 1) lacks

any kind of poetic structure; it presents a factual accounting. By this shorthand statement, God

sums up his creative activity in a way that not only comports with, but actually demands a six day

creative process.

8. Argument from Unusual Expression. Due to the Jewish practice of reckoning days from evening

to evening, the temporal pattern "evening and morning" may seem unusual (because it assumes

the day began in the morning, passes into evening, and closes at the next morning). Cassuto

comments: Whenever clear reference is made to the relationship between a given day and the next,

it is precisely sunrise that is accounted the beginning of the second day" (Genesis 1:28). For
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example, Exodus 12:18 has the fourteenth evening at the conclusion of the fourteenth day (cp. Lev

23:32). Therefore, Genesis 1 presents literal days reckoned according to the non-ritual

pattern—evening closing the daylight time, followed by morning which closes the darkness, thereby

beginning a new day (e.g., Gen 19:33-34; Ex 10:13; 2 Sa 2:32).

9. Argument from Alternative Idiom. Had Moses intended that six days represent six eras, he could

have chosen a more fitting expression: olam. This word is often translated "forever," but it also

means a long period of time (e.g. Ex 12:24; 21:6; 27:20; 29:28; 30:21). Furthermore, he should not

have qualified the days with "evening and morning."

10. Argument from Scholarly Admissions. Remarkably, even liberals and neo-evangelicals who

deny Six Day Creationism recognize Moses meant literal days. Herman Gunkel: "The 'days' are of

course days and nothing else" (cf. Hasel, "The 'Days' of Creation," 21)). Gerhard von Rad: "The

seven days are unquestionably to be understood as actual days and as a unique, unrepeatable

lapse of time in the world" (Genesis 1-11, 65). See also: James Barr (Fundamentalism, 40-43);

Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon (p. 398); Koehler and Baumgartner's Lexicon (p. 372); Holladay's

Lexicon (p. 130); and Jenni and Westermann's Theological Lexicon (528). Evangelical Old

Testament scholar Victor Hamilton states the matter dogmatically: "Whoever wrote Gen. 1 believed

he was talking about literal days" (Genesis, 1:54), as does Wenham (Genesis, 1:19).

In summary: Moses informs us that God created the whole universe in the span of six

chronologically successive periods of 24-hours each. Nevertheless, Framework and Day Age

advocates see problems.”

<<<<<<<<<<<<

We will show later that most of these arguments are not based on reality not Hebrew meaning of

the yom. The biggest problem is that without the sun, which was created only on the fourth day,

yom as a sideral day would not make any sense. Where does the evening come from and where

does the morning come from without the sun. If it refers to some other light source, it will not be a

sideral day but some other cosmic day. It cannot then define the 24 hour day in any way.

In 1983 the German commentator Hansjö Brä states:

The creation ‘day’ which is described to contain ‘evening and evening’ is not a unit of time which

can be determined with a watch. It is a divine day in which a thousand years are equal to but

yesterday [Ps. 90:4] Day one in creation is a divine day. It cannot be an earthly day since the

temporal measure, the sun, is still missing. It will, therefore, do no harm to the creation account
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to understand creation in rhythms of millions of years.

D. Stuart Briscoe, an American progressive creationist, addresses the issue in his commentary on

Genesis :

“The natural scientist talks convincingly in terms of millions of years and evolutionary eras while the

Bible believer looks at the six days and wonders what on earth to do.... It is not at all unreasonable

to believe that ‘day’ (Hebrew, yôm), which can be translated quite literally as ‘period,’ refers not to

literal days but to eras and ages in which God’s progressive work was being accomplished.

The opposition to yom being considered as long period essentially is based on the fear that it

implies natural evolution through random natural process from amoeba to Adam. However the

assumption itself is not in anyway inherent in the concept of "yom" as period. If there is only a

three dimensional material world with a physical law that contains the a law that entropy

decrease with time alone can produce evolution.”

The main problem of Day as 24 hour creation days and a young earth of 6000 years is the scientific

evidence of fossils that are millions of years old and the presence of stars which are millions of

years away from us which we can see . The only way out of this is to take them on the assumption

� God built in those age into the system so that a continuity of existence may be experienced by

humans or that

� the science somewhere is wrong in its estimates of age. This last argument can be reversed

that we are somewhere wrong in our interpretation of the language of the Genesis.

BUILT IN AGE THEORY

“The world may be only some 6000 years old. God could have put the fossils in the ground and

juggled the light arriving from distant galaxies to make the world appear to be billions of years old.

There is absolutely no way to disprove this claim”

God must have built in the age in the cosmos when he created it.

Did the trees had yearly rings when they were created? What will it give as its life time?

Which came first Chicken of the egg?
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How old was Adam when he was created? Baby just born, child running around, adolescent, adult

or old with beard and mustache? Did he shave everyday?

King Solomon in Proverbs 25:11 says:

“A word well spoken is like apples of Gold in a silver dish.”

Maimonides in The Guide for the Perplexed interprets this proverb:

The silver dish is the literal text of the Torah, as seen from a distance.

The apples of gold are the secrets held within the silver dish of the Torah Text.

Thousands of years ago we learned that there are subtleties in the Text that expand the meaning

way beyond its simple reading.

It is these subtleties we are searching within the studies.
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“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our

children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”Deuteronomy 29:29

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings.”Proverbs 25:2

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

https://500questions.wordpress.com/2011/12/03/25-if-the-earth-is-6000-years-old-how-can-we-see

-stars-more-than-6000-light-years-away/

The light waves/photons travel at a maximum speed of 186,282 miles per second, and at that rate,

it would take much longer than 6,000 years for much of the light we observe to reach earth.

Light from our sun takes eight minutes to reach earth.

Light from the nearest star takes about four years.

It would take light from one side of our galaxy about 100,000 years to cross to the other side, and

that’s just the local stuff.

It takes 2.5 million years for light to reach us from the nearby Andromeda galaxy, and 13.5 billion

years from the furthest observed galaxy.

How?

If the Universe is only 6,000 years old, we shouldn’t be able to see anything beyond 6,000 light

years away… so why do we?
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See that star? It doesn’t really exist.

The closest supernova we’ve observed in this way is in a nearby dwarf galaxy 168,000 light years

away. It took the light several months to reach some surrounding gas and dust, proving that the

distances were ginormous.

But, according to my creationist view, the event you see here never actually took place. That’s right,

there was no supernova, no illumination of gases, not even the original star! It was all just a

back-story that God weaved into the light waves between us and a star that never really was.
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The problem with this view is that it implies that the entire history of our Universe is just a charade.

The objects we observe within 6,000 light years are all real (their light had enough time to reach

earth), but any images beyond that must be invented by God, to prevent us from just seeing empty

space. But inventing stories about galaxies and exploding stars is akin to planting fossil evidence to

make the earth look older than it is.

The very powerful and the very stupid have one thing in common, they don’t alter their views to fit

the facts, they alter the facts to fit their views. — Dr. Who<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

SCIENTIFIC CALCULATION OF DATES IS WRONG

In principle, any material of plant or animal origin, including textiles, wood, bones and leather, can

be dated by its content of carbon 14, a radioactive form of carbon in the environment that is

incorporated by all living things. Because it is radioactive, carbon 14 steadily decays into other

substances. But when a plant or animal dies, it can no longer accumulate fresh carbon 14, and the

supply in the organism at the time of death is gradually depleted.

Since the rate of depletion has been accurately determined (half of any given amount of carbon 14

decays in 5,730 years), scientists can calculate the time elapsed since something died from its

residual carbon 14.

But scientists have long recognized that carbon dating is subject to error because of a variety of

factors, including contamination by outside sources of carbon. Therefore they have sought ways to

calibrate and correct the carbon dating method. The best gauge they have found is
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dendrochronology -the measurement of age by tree rings. Accurate tree ring records of age are

available for a period extending 9,000 years into the past. But the tree ring record goes no further,

so scientists have sought other indicators of age against which carbon dates can be compared.

One such indicator is the uranium-thorium dating method used by the Lamont-Doherty group.

Uranium 234, a radioactive element present in the environment, slowly decays to form thorium 230.

Using a mass spectrometer, an instrument that accelerates streams of atoms and uses magnets to

sort them out according to mass and electric charge, the group has learned to measure the ratio of

uranium to thorium very precisely.

The Lamont-Doherty scientists conducted their analyses on samples of coral drilled from a reef off

the island of Barbados. The samples represented animals that lived at various times during the last

30,000 years.

Large errors in carbon dating can result from fluctuations in the amount of carbon 14 in the air.

Changes in the Earth's magnetic field would change the deflection of cosmic-ray particles

streaming toward the Earth from the Sun. Carbon 14 is thought to be mainly a product of

bombardment of the atmosphere by cosmic rays, so cosmic ray intensity would affect the amount of

carbon 14 in the environment at any given time. Upto 30,000-Year Limit Carbon dating is

unreliable for objects older than about 30,000 years, but uranium-thorium dating may be possible
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for objects up to half a million years old, Dr. Zindler said. The method is less suitable, however, for

land animals and plants than for marine organisms, because uranium is plentiful in sea water but

less so in most soils.

In short the critical assumption used in carbon-14 dating has to do with this ratio. It is assumed that

the ratio of 14C to 12C in the atmosphere has always been the same as it is today (1 to 1 trillion). If

this assumption is true, then the AMS 14C dating method is valid up to about 80,000 years. Beyond

this number, the instruments scientists use would not be able to detect enough remaining 14C to be

useful in age estimates. This is a critical assumption in the dating process. If this assumption is not

true, then the method will give incorrect dates. Even though the method may give billions of years

of age, compared to the 6000 year we can still say they are far older than 6000 in the least.

Since we assume inerrancy of the scripture date of 6000 years, we can assume total errancy of

science in all measurements. This is equal to saying science cannot tell us anything. Otherwise

the problem of the age still remains that even with high error, the age of the earth far exceed the

Biblical value of created earth around 6000 years. In essence this indicates a recreated earth (since

life existed on earth before 6000 years) than an ex-nihilo creation, where earth and heaven were

created with no past existence.. That is a direct conclusion.

The study of the growth of tree rings is known as dendrochronology. The study of the relationship

between climate and tree growth in an effort to reconstruct past climates is known as

dendroclimatology.

A tree ring consists of two layers:

A light colored layer which grows in the spring

A dark colored layer which forms in late summer

At locations where tree growth is limited by water availability, trees will produce wider rings during

wet and cool years than during hot and dry years and the rings are wider. Drought or a severe

winter can cause narrower rings too. If the rings are a consistent width throughout the tree, the

climate was the same year after year. By counting the rings of a tree, we can pretty accurately

determine the age and health of the tree and the growing season of each year. As long as "summer

and winter, spring time and harvest" exist on earth the dendrochronology will provide an accurate

dating.
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CHAPTER NINE

CREATION OF UNIVERSE

IN SIX DAYS?

Word Origin: a prim. root

Definition: day

NASB Translation

afternoon* (1), age (8), age* (1), all (1), always* (14), amount* (2), battle (1), birthday* (1),

Chronicles* (38), completely* (1), continually* (14), course* (1), daily (22), daily the days (1), day

(1115), day of the days (1), day that the period (1), day's (6), day's every day (1), daylight* (1), days

(635), days on the day (1), days to day (1), days you shall daily (1), days ago (1), days' (11), each

(1), each day (4), entire (2), eternity (1), evening* (1), ever in your life* (1), every day (2), fate (1),

first (5), forever* (11), forevermore* (1), full (5), full year (1), future* (1), holiday* (3), later* (2),

length (1), life (12), life* (1), lifetime (2), lifetime* (1), live (1), long (2), long as i live (1), long* (11),

midday* (1), now (5), older* (1), once (2), period (3), perpetually* (2), present (1), recently (1),

reigns (1), ripe* (1), short-lived* (1), so long* (1), some time (1), survived* (2), time (45), time* (1),

times* (2), today (172), today* (1), usual (1), very old* (1), when (10), when the days (1), whenever

(1), while (3), whole (2), year (10), yearly (5), years (13), yesterday* (1).
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Here is the real meaning of yom in the Hebrew language. Like all the other words we have dealt

with yom also has several possible meanings. Although yom is commonly rendered as day in

English translations, the word yom has several literal definitions:

• Period of light (as contrasted with the period of darkness),

• General term for time

• Point of time

• Sunrise to sunset

• Sunset to next sunset

• A year (in the plural; I Sam 27:7; Ex 13:10, etc.)

• Time period of unspecified length.

• A long, but finite span of time - age - epoch - season.

Strong's Lexicon yom is Hebrew #3117 יֹום [4] The word Yom's root meaning is to be hot as the

warm hours of a day.

Thus "yom", in its context, is sometimes translated as:

"time" (Gen 4:3, Is. 30:8); "year" (I Kings 1:1, 2 Chronicles 21:19, Amos 4:4);

"age" (Gen 18:11, 24:1 and 47:28; Joshua 23:1 and 23:2);

"age" (1 Samuel 9:20);

"always" (Deuteronomy 5:29, 6:24 and 14:23, and in 2 Chronicles 18:7);

"season" (Genesis 40:4, Joshua 24:7, 2 Chronicles 15:3);

epoch or 24-hour day (Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31) – see "Creationism", below.

Yom relates to the concept of time.

Yom is not just for day, days, but for time in general.

How yom is translated depends on the context of its use with other words in the sentence around it,

using hermeneutics.

» H3117 «

#3117 יֹום yowm {yome} from an unused root meaning to be hot; TWOT - 852; n m

—Hebrew Word Study (Transliteration-Pronunciation Etymology & Grammar)

1) day, time, year

1a) day (as opposed to night)

1b) day (24 hour period)

1b1) as defined by evening and morning in Genesis 1

1b2) as a division of time

1b2a) a working day, a day's journey
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1c) days, lifetime (pl.)

1d) time, period (general)

1e) year

1f) temporal references

1f1) today

1f2) yesterday

1f3) tomorrow

—Brown-Driver-Briggs (Old Testament Hebrew-English Lexicon)

From an unused root meaning to be hot; a day (as the warm hours), whether literally (from sunrise

to sunset, or from one sunset to the next), or figuratively (a space of time defined by an associated

term), (often used adverbially):—age, + always, + chronicles, continually (-ance), daily, ([birth-],

each, to) day, (now a, two) days (agone), + elder, X end, + evening, + (for) ever (-lasting, -more), X

full, life, as (so) long as (. . . live), (even) now, + old, + outlived, + perpetually, presently, +

remaineth, X required, season, X since, space, then, (process of) time, + as at other times, + in

trouble, weather, (as) when, (a, the, within a) while (that), X whole (+ age), (full) year (-ly), +

younger.

—Strong's (Hebrew & Chaldee Dictionary of the Old Testament)

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

A Biblical Case for Old-Earth Creationism

by Jon W. Greene

http://godandscience.org/youngearth/old_earth_creationism.html

Hebrew linguist Gleason Archer writes, “On the basis of internal evidence, it is this writer’s

conviction that yôm in Genesis could not have been intended by the Hebrew author to mean a

literal twenty-four hour day.” Dr. Norman Geisler states, “Numbered days need not be solar. Neither

is there a rule of Hebrew language demanding that all numbered days in a series refer to

twenty-four hour days. Even if there were no exceptions in the Old Testament, it would not mean

that ‘day’ in Genesis 1 could not refer to more than one twenty-four-hour period.”

Note, however, there are Old Testament verses where yôm attached to a number actually does

refer to long time periods. Here are two examples:

• Hosea 6:2, He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day. This refers to

Israel’s ultimate restoration hundreds or thousands of years in the future.
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• Zechariah 14:7, describing the Day of the Lord, contains yôm echad (translated “unique

day”), which is identical to yôm echad of Genesis 1:5 (translated “one day”). The context of

Zechariah 14:7-8 suggests yôm echad will be a period of time spanning at least one summer

and one winter, obviously longer than a 24-hour calendar day.

Archer and Geisler also point out that no definite article (“the”) appears with yôm on days one

through five in Genesis one. Archer says the absence of “the” implies a more vague

meaning than 24 hours—an indefinite but literal sense of time or age.

Similarly, YECs claim “day” (yôm) accompanied by the phrase “and there was evening and there

was morning” necessitates a 24-hour day interpretation. Others dispute that assertion, suggesting

the phrase was merely intended to communicate that each “day” or epoch had a definite

beginning and ending.

For instance, The Wycliffe Bible Commentary states, “These are not ordinary days bounded by

minutes and hours, but days of God…The beginning of each act of creation is called morning, and

the close of that specific divine act is called evening.” Noted Hebrew linguist Gleason Archer

concurs: “Concerning the recurring [evening and morning] formula at the end of each creative

day…there were definite and distinct stages in God’s creational procedure…it serves as no real

evidence for a literal twenty-four-hour day concept on the part of the biblical author.” Other

Hebrew language scholars (C. John Collins, Bruce Waltke, and Rodney Whitefield) agree the

evening/morning phrase does not necessitate a 24-hour day interpretation. Collins comments

that the order of evening and morning is a time-span that includes no daylight. While it is

commonly thought that evening/morning represents a “day,” Collins says “Logically, this is

nonsense [since] a day must describe 24 hours or at least a period of daylight.” He further

states “and there was evening, and there was morning” brackets the night and marks the end

points of each workday of God.

Furthermore, the seventh day lacks the concluding refrain, “and there was evening and there

was morning,” suggesting a non-ending day. The ongoing nature of the seventh day is implied

in Hebrews 4:1-11, which describes God’s Sabbath rest: “Therefore, while the promise of entering

his rest still stands…” (Hebrews 4:1). Verse 4 clearly ties God’s rest to the seventh day of creation,

“And God rested on the seventh day,” while verse 6 states “Since therefore it remains for some to

enter it.” If God’s seventh day were limited to 24 hours, it would be impossible for believers to enter

it now. Though the work of creation has ceased, God’s ongoing work of bringing salvation to

humanity continues: “Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said…Let us

therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience”

(Hebrews 4:3,11).
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Many in the young-earth community point to Exodus 20:9-11 as evidence for a creation week of

24-hour days: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,

and rested the seventh day. Reference to the Sabbath in Exodus 20 illustrates God’s pattern of six

days of work and one day of rest, not their duration: God’s six yôms (epochs) of creating and one of

rest. Man’s six days of work and one day of rest. The land’s six years of cultivation and one year of

rest (Leviticus 25:4). Gleason Archer notes, “By no means does this demonstrate that 24-hour

intervals were involved in the first six ‘days,’ any more than the eight-day celebration of the Feast of

Tabernacles proves that the wilderness wanderings under Moses occupied only eight days.” Here

are the views of several respected scholars on the meaning of the creation “day” (yôm):

• R.A. Torrey (1856-1928), founder of Talbot Seminary and editor of The Fundamentals (12

volumes, published in 1910): “Anyone who is at all familiar with the Bible and the way the

Bible uses words, knows that the use of the word ‘day’ is not limited to twenty-four hours. It is

frequently used to denote a period of entirely undefined length…There is no necessity

whatsoever for interpreting the days of Genesis 1 as solar days of twenty-four hours length.”

R.A. Torrey, cited in Rodney Whitefield, Reading Genesis One: Comparing Biblical Hebrew with English

Translation, 136.

• J. Gresham Machen (1881-1937), considered the last of the great orthodox Princeton

theologians: “It is certainly not necessary to think that the six days spoken of in that first

chapter of the Bible are intended to be six days of twenty four hours each. We may think of

them rather as very long periods of time.” J. Gresham Machen, quoted in “Westminster Theological

Seminary and the Days of Creation,” cited in www.wts.edu/news/creation.html

• Edward J. Young (1907-1968), regarded as the epitome of conservative exegetical

orthodoxy: “But then there arises the question as the length of these days. That is a question

which is difficult to answer. Indications are not lacking that they may have been longer than

the days we now know, but the Scripture itself does not speak as clearly as one might like.”

Edward J. Young, quoted in “Westminster Theological Seminary and the Days of Creation.”

• James Montgomery Boice (1938-2000), chairman of the International Council on Biblical

Inerrancy: “[Young-earth] creationists insist that the days cover a literal 24 hours, but this is

not necessarily the case. Sometimes the word ‘day’ is used with a broader meaning…it can

mean a period of indefinite duration.” “Any view that makes the earth 12 to 20 thousand

years old flies in the face of too much varied and independent evidence to be tenable. In my

judgment the earth and universe are indeed billions of years old.” James Montgomery Boice,

Genesis: An Expositional Commentary, Vol. 1: Genesis 1-11 (1998)

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Word Study: Yom

By Greg Neyman © 2007, Old Earth Ministries

The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (1980, Moody Press)

"It can denote: 1. the period of light (as contrasted with the period of darkness), 2. the

period of twenty-four hours, 3. a general vague "time," 4. a point of time, 5. a year (in

the plural; I Sam 27:7; Ex 13:10, etc.)."

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (symbols omitted)

from an unused root meaning to be hot; a day (as the warm hours), whether literal

(from sunrise to sunset, or from one sunset to the next), or figuratively (a space of

time defined by an associated term), [often used adv.]:--age, + always, + chronicles,

continually (-ance), daily, ([birth-], each, to) day, (now a, two) days (agone), + elder,

end, evening, (for)ever(lasting), ever(more), full, life, as long as (...live), even now, old,

outlived, perpetually, presently, remaineth, required, season, since, space, then,

(process of) time, as at other times, in trouble, weather (as) when, (a, the, within a)

while (that), whole (age), (full) year (-ly), younger

As you can see, Hebrew dictionaries attest to the fact that the word Yom is used for anywhere from

12 hours up to a year, and even a vague "time period" of unspecified length.

Other Uses of Yom

Day is not the only translation for the word Yom. Here are some other uses.

Time

It is interesting to note that in 67 verses in the Old Testament, the word Yom is translated into the

English word "time." For instance, in Genesis 4:3, it says "And in process of time it came to pass,

that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord." In this instance, Yom refers

to a growing season, probably several months. Again, in Deuteronomy 10:10, it refers to a "time"

equal to forty days. In I Kings 11:42, it says "And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over

all Israel was forty years." In this case, Yom translated as the word "time" is equivalent to a 40

year period.

In Isaiah 30:8, it says "Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be

for the time to come for ever and ever." In this case, Yom is equal to "forever." How long is
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forever? An infinite number of years...billions upon billions upon billons of years. If Yom can

equal trillions of years here, then why not billions of years in Genesis?

Year

Four times in the Old Testament Yom is translated "year." In I Kings 1:1, "David was old and

stricken in years..." In 2 Chronicles 21:19, "after the end of two years" and in the very next verse

"Thirty and two years old." Finally, in Amos 4:4, "...and your tithes after three years." In each

case, Yom represents years, not days.

Age

Eight times in the Old Testament Yom is translated "age." These range from sentences like

"stricken in age," meaning old age (Genesis 18:11 and 24:1; Joshua 23:1 and 23:2), and other

times it says "old age" (Genesis 21:2, Genesis 21:7). Genesis 47:28 refers to "the whole age of

Jacob," therefore yom here refers to an entire lifetime. In Zechariah 8:4, it says old men and

women will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, "each with cane in hand because of his age."

Ago

One time Yom is translated "ago." 1 Samuel 9:20 says "As for the donkeys you lost three days

ago, ..."

Always

Four times yom is translated as "always," in Deuteronomy 5:29, 6:24, 14:23, and in 2 Chronicles

18:7. Always here can be interpreted as a lifetime...for instance, we are to keep the

commandments of the Lord always (Deut. 5:29).

Season

Three times yom is translated "season." In Genesis 40:4, "...and they continued a season in

ward." Again, in Joshua 24:7, "dwelt in the wilderness a long season," and in 2 Chronicles 15:3,

"...a long season Israel hath been...". In each case yom represents a multi-month period.

Chronicles

When used in conjunction with the word dâbâr, yom is translated "chronicles" (27 times).

Continually
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When used in conjunction with kôwl, yom is translated as "continually" (11 times). Once, in Psalm

139:16, it is translated continuance (without the kôwl).

Ever

Ever is used to represent a long period of time, such as in Deuteronomy 19:9, "to walk ever in his

ways." Nineteen times Yom is translated "ever." The old testament uses "for ever" instead of the

word forever. In sixteen cases of use of the word ever, for is placed before it, indicating a infinite

period of time. I will not list them all (consult Strong's Concordance for a full listing) but here is an

example. In Psalm 23:6, it says "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." Here Yom is translated as the final word of this

verse, ever. Thus, Yom in this verse, and 16 others, represents eternity.

Evermore

In one instance, when yom is used in conjunction with kôwl, Yom is translated

"evermore." Deuteronomy 28:29, "...and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore;"

thus representing either a lifetime or eternity.

Word Usage in the Old Testament

As you can see, Yom is used in a wide variety of situations related to the concept of time. Yom is

not just for days...it is for time in general. How it is translated depends on the context of its use

with other words.

Yom in the Creation Account

Even within the creation account, Yom is used to represent four different time periods.

1.Genesis 1:5 "And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night." Here, Moses

uses Yom to indicate a 12-hour period

2.Genesis 1:14 "And God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the

day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years." Here,

Moses uses Yom to indicate 24-hour days

3.Genesis 2:4 "...in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens." Here, Moses

uses Yom to indicate the entire creative week.

The fourth usage of Yom in the creation account is in the summary for each of the six creation days,

"and there was morning and evening the first day". Yom is used to represent a finite, long period of
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time, usually either millions or billions of years. To show support for this, consider the uses of Yom

by Moses.

Moses Other Uses of Yom

Moses, the author of the first five books of the Bible, and of Psalm 90, used Yom in many different

ways.

1.Genesis 4:3 "And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground

an offering unto the Lord." In this instance, Yom refers to a growing season, probably several

months.

2.Genesis 43:9 "...then let me bear the blame for ever." Here, Moses uses Yom to represent

eternity

3.Genesis 44:32 "...then I shall bear the blame to my father for ever." Again, Moses uses Yom to

represent eternity

4.Deuteronomy 4:40 "...that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the Lord thy God

giveth the, for ever." Here Yom represents a physical lifetime

5.Deuteronomy 10:10, "Now I stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, as I did the first

time,..." Here, Yom is a "time" equal to forty days.

6.Deuteronomy 18:5 "...to stand to minister in the name of the Lord, him and his sons for

ever." Again, Yom is translated as eternity

7.Deuteronomy 19:9 "...to love the Lord thy God, and to walk ever in His ways..." Here, Yom

represents a lifetime. As long as we live we are to walk in his ways

As you can see, Moses used the word Yom to represent 12-hours, 24 hours, the creative week,

forty days, several months, a lifetime, and eternity.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

As such yom can mean any length of time and do not define the day.

The day and night are defined by the scripture clearly.

Gen 1: 4-5 God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God

called the light day, and the darkness He called night.

If this definition is binding on the scripture the day today with our sun and the rotation of our present

earth is the 12 hours of the sunlight period. However jews did not divide the night into hours

because their measure of hour was based on the shadow of a body in the sun. The angle and the

length of shadow both will yield the time. Night cannot be measured except the ocurrence of

twilight in the evening and twilight in the morning. Thus evening and morning measures the night
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not a day. Apparently no one seems to notice that the real day (period of light) started but never

ended in the yom of creation!!

Thus all through the centuries the phrase “there was evening and there was morning” day (number)

Evening to morning defines exactly one night. Does that mean God did his creative work in the

night? On the seventh day there is no mention of the period - On the seventh day God rested.

The sundial clock at St Andrew's Church, Netherby, Cumbria, Great Britain

Why are these "days" bounded by the terms, "evening and morning"? Throughout history scholars

have overlooked this because they interpreted the creation as given in the Torah as a myth collected

from various myths of the nations.

However we know that it was given by God Himself to Moses while he was with God during the

periods of two forty days and forty nights.
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The problem can be solved if we remember that we are actually reading the journal of Moses when

God has shown him in detail the process of creation. I assume God showed him the whole creation

as a projection so that he could vividly see what happened. In our modern parlance we could say

God showed him the video every night all night long and during the day he wrote them down. This

process went on four six long night after night.

Another legitimate interpretation is that God took out his 3D movies of those creation days and ran

for Moses. It is these days he is talking about when Moses says “There was evening and there was

morning, the first day. ……… the second day etc.

THE REVELATORY DAY INTERPRETATION

DAYS OF PROCLAMATION

These movies were shown in the night hence he starts with “there was evening” and lasted all night,

then “there was morning.” Did it last all night or did it continue during the day time after the night
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also? Of course I don’t know whether it was a three D movie situation or some other technology.

From the wording I see it lasted from evening to morning only, whatever that means. God does not

have to have technology to show him everything that happened visually. He conveyed the details

and dictated everything in more than dictational method apparently in minute details. Since we

don’t have a word for it we can say “God told him”. Later coming down the mount he wrote them

down.

This time span of evening and morning will cease to be a measure of the period of actual creation

but the period of how Moses was given the vision and revelation of the creation. On the seventh

day God gave Moses a break..On the seventh day there was no evening nor morning - there was

no show since then. It was only meant for Moses.

These six days has nothing to do with the actual creation of Universe, except that it gives the

sequence of the creative process.

Even though when I proposed it around 20 years ago until now I never knew that this theory was first

proposed by the Scottish geologist Hugh Miller in nineteenth century. It was again presented in

1946 by P.J. Wiseman in his book “Creation Revealed in Six days”. Without the internet how can it

be known?

>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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DARKNESS AND LIGHT

THE EVENING AND MORNING

AS

DISORDER TO ORDER PERIOD

Age of the Universe

by Dr. Gerald Schroeder

http://www.aish.com/print/?contentID=48951136&section=/ci/sam

gives some interesting interpretations based on the Hebrew language and traditions.

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

2 And the earth was without form and void, and darkness ("choshech.")was upon the face of the deep.

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness( ("choshech.").

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And the evening and the morning were

the first day

“The Talmud (Chagiga, ch. 2), in trying to understand the subtleties of Torah, analyzes the word

"choshech." When the word "choshech" appears in Genesis 1:2, the Talmud explains that it means

black fire, black energy, a kind of energy that is so powerful you can't even see it.

Two verses later, in Genesis 1:4, the Talmud explains that the same word ― "choshech" ― means

darkness, i.e. the absence of light.”…

Another example is Genesis 1:5, which says, "There is evening and morning, Day One." That is the

first time that a day is quantified: evening and morning. Nachmanides discusses the meaning of

evening and morning. Does it mean sunset and sunrise? I

But Nachmanides points out a problem with that. ….. How do we have a concept of evening and

morning for the first three days if the sun is only mentioned on Day Four? …

Nachmanides says the text uses the words "Vayehi Erev" ― but it doesn't mean "there was

evening."

He explains that the Hebrew letters Ayin, Resh, Bet ― the root of "erev" ― is chaos, mixture,

disorder….. The literal meaning is "there was disorder."

The Torah's word for "morning" ― "boker" ― is the absolute opposite.

…..the world becomes "bikoret", orderly, able to be discerned. Because from erev to boker is a flow

from disorder to order, from chaos to cosmos.
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That's something any scientist will testify never happens in an unguided system. Order never arises

from disorder spontaneously and remains orderly.

The Torah wants us to be amazed by this flow, starting from a chaotic plasma and ending up with a

symphony of life. Day-by-day the world progresses to higher and higher levels. Order out of

disorder. It's pure thermodynamics. And it's stated in terminology of 3000 years ago…..

The word in Hebrew for “evening” is erev (or ereb). It does mean darkness, dusk, evening, and

sunset, but it came out of the understanding of obscurity, mixture, chaos, increasing entropy.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Each day thus gives a greater organization stage and it has nothing to do with the day in time

measurement. Incidentally this six periods stand apart from the 5700 plus years of human history.

It does not include the recreation period of “six days”

Dr. Gerald Schroeder mentions that the time 5700-plus years is the measure from the day of

creation of Adam not the age of the earth. On Rosh Hashanah, upon blowing the shofar, the

following sentence is said: "Hayom Harat Olam ― today is the birthday of the world." This is the

implication of the Rosh hasana proclamation. Rosh Hashanah commemorate the creation of the

Neshama, the soul of human life. We start counting our 5700-plus years from the creation of the soul

of Adam. That is when man’s world starts.

We have a clock that begins with Adam, and the six “days” are separate from this clock.

Regaining order from the disorder to recreate the earth for man took those “six days” whatever time

it is.

Order does not come from disorder with time. It is life that transforms disorder into order. This

was indeed is work of the Holy Spirit because “it is the Spirit that gives life.” That is why the spirit
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of God hovered over the deep to transfom the world

from its disorder into order and life forms with increasing

order of souls in increasing dimensions.

This is why evolution is not an option for creation.

It is to provide this option of intelligent life God created

Sons of God as co-creators with Him.

Sin was simply the refusal to cooperate,

YOM — WHAT IS THE LENGTH OF A "DAY" ?

The meaning of yom varies with various models to explain their own stand on the creation.

Here are the various models and their interpretation of yom.

FRAMEWORK THEORY
The six days are the logical framework for a topical history of creation and iis not

the chronological history.

ANALOGICAL THEORY

The six days are God's work days

(measured in His time, not ours)

that are analogous to our work days.

Genesis 1 set a pattern for our 6-day work and the 7th day Sabbath week.

SOLAR DAYS

yom is a 24-hour day (a calendar day),

and creation took place in 6 solar days.

The date of creation is 4004 BC + 6 days of creation

DAY-AGE

Each yom denotes a period of time of varying

length lasting billions of years.

Old Earth, recent creation of Adam.

INTERMITTENT DAYS with 24-hour days that are separated by long periods of time.

DAYS OF

PROCLAMATION

In six consecutive 24-hour days,

God proclaimed what he would create,

but the actual creations did not occur during this 144-hour period.

GAP THEORY /

RUIN--RECONSTRUCTION

THEORY

There is large gap in time between a previous creation of universe

which brought in devastation of universe because of sin in the created creatures

and the new recreation of the universe for Adamic humans.
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CHAPTER TEN

CREATION SEQUENCE

Genesis 1:
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Here is the creative force that starts the recreation and new birth “It is the Spirit that gives life”

1

(Light)

3 AndGod said,

“Let there be light”; and there was light.

4 And God saw the light, that it was good;

and God divided the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night.

And the evening and the morning were the first day.

2

(Firmament)

6 AndGod said,

“Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters,

and let it divide the waters from the waters.”

7 And God made the firmament,

and divided the waters

which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament;

and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven.

And the evening and the morning were the second day.

(Dry land)

9 AndGod said,
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“Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place,

and let the dry land appear”;

and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called He Seas;

and God saw that it was good.

3

(Vegetation)

11 AndGod said,

“Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed,

and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth”;

and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding

fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind; and God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.

4

(Sun, moon, stars)

14 AndGod said,

“Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night;

and let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years;

15 and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth”;

and it was so.

16 And God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the

night. He made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,

18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness.

And God saw that it was good.
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19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

5

(Creatures- water and air)

20 AndGod said,

“Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life,

and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.”

21 And God created great whales and every living creature that moveth,

which the waters brought forth abundantly after their kind,

and every winged fowl after his kind; and

God saw that it was good.

22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let

fowl multiply on the earth.”

23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

6

(Animals and Man)

24 AndGod said,

“Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind:

cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth after his kind”;

and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind,

and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind;

and God saw that it was good.
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26 AndGod said,

“Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness;

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle,

and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

27 So God created man in His own image, I

n the image of God created He him;

male and female created He them.

28 And God blessed them,

(Adam as Vice Regent)

andGod said unto them,

“Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth,

and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea,

and over the fowl of the air,

and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

(Food provision)

29 AndGod said,

“Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed which is upon the face of all the earth,

and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed;

to you it shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air,

and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth wherein there is life, I

have given every green herb for meat”;

and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that He had made,

and behold, it was very good.

And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

7
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had made;

and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made.



GENESIS CREATION REVISITED

PROF. M. M. NINAN

124

Ten times in Genesis 1 the words “God said” are used

(see Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 28, 29).

Out of which (3,6,9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26) 8 denote God’s deliberate action in creation

The other two were specific commands regarding replenishing and food

All the six days of creation story was told from evening till morning as part of the day used

as the period of revelation to Moses.

The seventh day there was no such period mentioned because both Moses and God rested

all night and day.

Each day of creation is numbered.

Yet there is discontinuity in the way the days are numbered.

The verse says:

“There is evening and morning, Day One.”

But the second day doesn’t say “evening and morning, Day Two.” Rather, it says “evening and

morning, a second day.”

And the Torah continues with this pattern:

“Evening and morning, a third day… a fourth day… a fifth day… the sixth day.”

Only on the first day does the text use a different form: not “first day,” but “Day One” (“Yom

Echad”)

Remember “echad” is a unity in multiplicity. Several joined together as one. The first event

was a complex one. Yom Echad by all means defines many days considered as a Day One.

Surprisingly physical science today has a theory which explains the process in almost analogous

way known today as the Big Bang Theory which fits perfectly in the gap theory and recreation

interpretation and evidently disagreeing with the interpretation without it.

 The Midrash (Jewish Rabbinic Literature) says: God created many worlds but was not satisfied,

and left the world he was satisfied with.

Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman (1194–1270) writes: In the first day God created the energy (כח)

"matter" (חומר) of all things, and then he was finished with the main creation. After that God

created all other things from that energy.

 Some midrashim state that the "first week" of Creation lasted for extremely long periods of time.

See Anafim on Rabbenu Bachya's Sefer Ikkarim 2:18; Midrash Bereshit Rabbah 9. This is based

on the addition of the term echad to the first yom for the first day - "yom echad" meaning many

days together.
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The creation as a series of progressive six periods in six days as Moses was told and as he explains

in the book of Genesis

Comparison between Sequences of creation as seen by Science and Genesis 1

Sequence as seen by

Science

Creation as given in

Genesis 1
Sun/stars existed before Earth Earth created before sun/stars

Sun is Earth's first light Light on Earth before sun

First life was marine organisms First life was land plants

Reptiles predate birds Birds predate land reptiles

Land mammals predate whales Whales predate land mammals

Humans lived and died before Adam Adam was first man, and death

BIG BANG THEORY

THE SCIENTIFIC THEORY OF CREATION

Could this be the explanation?

The big bang teaches the universe started initally as an instantaneous explosion of light starting the

creation process. All the dimensions with potent quantum fluctuation created all the dimensions of
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existence both heavens and the earth. Following this the inflation continued and afterlight patterns

of creation stood for 380,000 years.

This was followed by a period of darkness.
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The GAP

Without

form and void

Recreation

Replenishing
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https://answersingenesis.org/big-bang/does-the-big-bang-fit-with-the-bible/

Evidently the creation story is not the complete creation from the start. There was another world

which got destroyed by sin.

Gen 1:3 onwards is the story of recreation and replenishment. This is our new earth.

It will also pass away bringing a new heaven and a new earth.

Rev. 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were

passed away; and there was no more sea.

The Bible says that earth was created before the stars and that trees were created before

the sun. However, the big-bang view teaches the exact opposite. The Bible tells us that the

earth was created as a paradise; the secular model teaches it was created as a molten

blob. The big bang and the Bible certainly do not agree about the past unless we interpret

it as a recreation..

Kabbalah, says, "Why does Moses break the calendar into two parts ―

'The days of old, and the years of the many generations?'

Because, 'Consider the days of old' is the Six Days of Genesis.

'The years of the many generations' is all the time from Adam forward."

The calculations come out to be as follows:
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• The first of the Biblical days lasted 24 hours, viewed from the "beginning of time perspective." But

the duration from our perspective was 8 billion years.

• The second day, from the Bible's perspective lasted 24 hours. From our perspective it lasted half

of the previous day, 4 billion years.

• The third 24 hour day also included half of the previous day, 2 billion years.

• The fourth 24 hour day ― one billion years.

• The fifth 24 hour day ― one-half billion years.

• The sixth 24 hour day ― one-quarter billion years.

When you add up the Six Days, you get the age of the universe at 15 and 3/4 billion years. The

same as modern cosmology. Is it by chance?

But there's more. The Bible goes out on a limb and tells you what happened on each of those days.

Now you can take cosmology, paleontology, archaeology, and look at the history of the world, and

see whether or not they match up day-by-day. And I'll give you a hint. They match up close enough

to send chills up your spine.”

Dr. Schroeder, Genesis and the Big Bang.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Lost Doctrines of Christianity

Paradox of Genesis 1

http://reluctant-messenger.com/Lost-Doctrines-Christianity006.htm

The sentence in Gen. 1:1, In the beginning God created the heaven and the Earth, can be

treated as a statement that stands by itself.

Millions or billion of years passed between Gen. 1:1 and Gen. 1:2. Instead of Genesis 1

being about how God created the heavens and Earth in seven days, it is about how God

repaired (renewed) the Earth in seven days. The renewing was necessary because of the

terrible cataclysm that had wiped all life off of the face of the Earth. The tragic event that

required God to personally come down and repair the Earth was the War of the Angels. It

was Lucifer who was responsible for plunging the planet into frozen darkness.

Day 1–Black Smoke and Dark Clouds covered the Earth: The world was frozen and

covered with a dark atmosphere, choked with smoke and clouds. The air was so thick with

corruption that no light could glimmer through it. Lucifer's destruction was so complete that

possibly only a few deep-sea creatures were still alive. The seas were frozen or close to

freezing up. If the Spirit of God hadn't intervened, eventually, even the deep-sea creatures

would have died. Genesis 1:2 begins with the Spirit of God hovering over the water.
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Obviously, science understands the universe was not created from water. By accepting both

Science and Genesis, understanding can be achieved. Conditions Similar to Nuclear Winter:

The conditions described in Genesis resemble the same conditions of a nuclear winter. The

term "nuclear winter" was coined to describe the effect a nuclear war would have on Earth's

atmosphere. Hydrogen bombs exploding all over the Earth would raise so much dust into the

atmosphere that the Earth would be completely cut off from the Sun's warming rays. The

result would be a terrible, planet-wide winter. The Earth would be so cold and dark that all

life would cease to exist. This pre-historic planet-wide freeze would explain why the

mammoths were frozen so quickly that many have been found with food still in their mouths.

It has always been a puzzle to scientists as to how or why they became frozen so quickly.

Research indicates that many species disappeared over night, geologically speaking.

Somewhere between 10,000 and 6,000 years ago, the Earth lost mammoths, saber toothed

tigers, giant armadillos and such. The best current scientific theory is violent climate

changes. Gen. 1:2 …God divided the light from the darkness. On the first day, God

cleared the atmosphere enough for light to penetrate to the Earth's surface. And God

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. (KJV throughout unless noted

otherwise)

Day 2–The Ice Melts: Gen. 1:6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of

the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God called the firmament

Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. The temperature of the

Earth was so cold that the seas were frozen and the land was covered in deep ice and snow.

God warmed the Earth so that water separated from the ice to become water below and

clouds above. This is what is meant to divide the waters from the waters to create the

heavens. …And the evening and the morning were the second day.

Day 3–Dry Land and Plants Appear: Gen. 1:10 And God called the dry land Earth; and

the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

Warming the Earth and melting the ice caused massive flooding. The melted water settled in

the low areas revealing the land. Gen. 1:11 And God said, Let the Earth bring forth grass,

the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in

itself, upon the Earth: and it was so. … And the evening and the morning were the

third day. The cold had killed all the plants. God needed the plants to be back in place

before placing animals on the Earth so they would have something to eat.

Day 4–Sun, Moon and Stars Revealed: Scientists criticize the accuracy of God supposedly

creating the Sun, Moon and Stars on the fourth day. Since Genesis records God repairing
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the Earth, now the fourth day makes sense. On the third day, the atmosphere was still

steamy and full of clouds. On day two, the ice had just been converted into water and vapor

clouds. By day four, the atmosphere wasn't clear yet. Clouds still covered the Earth heavily

on day three. As the floods subsided, God brought the water-loving plants back into the

world, but the cloudy steamy atmosphere prevented a clear view of the celestial heavens.

Gen. 1:14-19 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to

divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days,

and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon

the Earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the

day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God set them in

the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the Earth, And to rule over the day and

over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was

good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

It doesn't match scientific evidence for the Sun and Stars to have been created after the

Earth. What God did on the fourth day was to finish cleaning up the air and break up the

cloud cover. The Sun, Moon and Stars were hidden up to this time because the atmosphere

had become so polluted and dark by the War of the Angels. This theory matches the

scientific record. The Sun came before the Earth and was not created a day after God put

plants on the Earth. Gen. 1:1 states God created the heavens and the Earth. The Sun, Moon,

and Stars are part of the heavens. Verse 2 is later in the timeline; it is not the beginning of a

detailed commentary of Verse 1, which stands alone. God created the heavens and the

Earth, period. The heavens are mentioned again in Verse 4, billions of years later than Verse

1 in the timeline. The Sun, Moon, and Stars existed before the Rebellion of Lucifer and were

hidden by the darkness created by Lucifer. God cleared the air for the plants restored on day

three so they could have sunshine. Biblical Hebrew is not a "tense" language: Why is the

language of day four in present tense and not past tense? It doesn't read "God had made," it

reads, "God made." Biblical Hebrew is not a "tense" language. Modern grammarians

recognize that it is an "aspectual" language. This means that the same form of a verb can be

translated as past, present, or future depending on the context and various grammatical

cues. When it references the Sun and Stars, the original Hebrew does not indicate when the

Sun and Stars were made, (i.e. present tense) but simply a statement that God made them

to be for times and seasons and so forth. Genesis 1 is a record of God repairing the damage

caused by Lucifer's war. The fourth day was the day the clouds were cleared by God so that

the Sun, Moon, and Stars could be seen.
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Day 5–Fish and Birds restored: Gen. 1:20-23 And God said, Let the waters bring forth

abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the Earth in the

open firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, and every living creature that

moveth in the waters did God create. And every winged fowl after his kind did God place for

his pleasure. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

Day 6–Animals and Mankind restored: Gen. 1:24-27 And God said, Let the Earth bring

forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the Earth after

his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the Earth after his kind, and cattle after

their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the Earth after his kind: and God saw that it

was good. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and

over all the Earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the Earth. So God

created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created

he them.

SUMMARY: Genesis is not a record of God creating the Heavens and the Earth from

nothing in seven days but instead a record of God repairing the Earth in seven days.

From Verse 2 of Genesis 1 on, the remainder of this first chapter of the Bible is not

describing the original creation of the Earth. But it is describing a renewing of the face of the

Earth, after it had become waste and empty as a result of the sin of the angels.

Day 7–God Rests: Gen. 2:1-3 Thus the heavens and the Earth were finished, and all

the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made;

and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God

blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his

work which God created and made.

Long before the Ten Commandments were given to Israel, God established a special day

dedicated to rest and sanctification. The purpose of this day was to make it easy for mankind

to get close to God every seven days. The spiritual ruler of this world has blinded mankind to

the benefits of the Sabbath.

http://reluctant-messenger.com
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

ALTERNATE INTERPRETATIONS

Creation Day 1 (Genesis 1:1-5)

God created the heavens and the earth. “The heavens” refers to everything beyond the earth, outer

space. The earth is made but not formed in any specific way, although water is present. God then
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speaks light into existence. He then separates the light from the dark and names the light “day” and

the dark “night.” This creative work occurs from evening until morning – one day.

Creation Day 2 (Genesis 1:6-8)

God creates the sky. The sky forms a barrier between water upon the surface and the moisture in

the air. At this point earth would have an atmosphere. This creative work occurs in one day.

Creation Day 3 (Genesis 1:9-13)

God creates dry land. Continents and islands are above the water. The large bodies of water are

named “seas” and the ground is named “land.” God declares that all this is good.

God creates all plant life both large and small. He creates this life to be self-sustaining; plants have

the ability to reproduce. The plants were created in great diversity (many “kinds”). The earth was

green and teeming with plant life. God declares that this work is also good. This creative work takes

one day.

Creation Day 4 (Genesis 1:14-19)

God creates all the stars and heavenly bodies. The movement of these will help man track time.

Two great heavenly bodies are made in relation to the earth. The first is the sun which is the

primary source of light and the moon which reflects the light of the sun. The movement of these

bodies will distinguish day from night. This work is also declared to be good by God. This creative

work takes one day.

Creation Day 5 (Genesis 1:20-23)

God creates all life that lives in the water. Any life of any kind that lives in the water is made at this

point. God also makes all the birds. The language allows that this may be the time God made flying

insects as well (or, if not, they were made on day six). All of these creatures are made with the

ability to perpetuate their species by reproduction. The creatures made on Day 5 are the first

creatures blessed by God. God declares this work good, and it occurs in one day.

Creation Day 6 (Genesis 1:24-31)

God creates all the creatures that live on dry land. This includes every type of creature not included

on previous days and man. God declares this work good.
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When God was creating man, He took counsel with Himself, “God said, ‘Let us make man in our

image, in our likeness’” (Genesis 1:26). This is not an explicit revelation of the trinity but is part of

the foundation for such, as God reveals an “us” within the Godhead. God makes man, and man is

made in the image of God (men and women both bear this image) and is special above all other

creatures. To emphasize this, God places man in authority over the earth and over all the other

creatures. God blesses man and commands him to reproduce, fill the earth and subdue it (bring it

under the rightful stewardship of man as authorized by God). God announces that man and all

other creatures are to eat plants alone. God will not rescind this dietary restriction until Genesis

9:3-4.

God’s creative work is complete at the end of the sixth day. The entire universe in all its beauty and

perfection was fully formed in six literal, consecutive, 24-hour days. At the completion of His

creation, God announces that it is very good.

Creation Day 7 (Genesis 2:1-3)

God rests. This in no way indicates He was weary from His creative efforts, but denotes that the

creation is complete. Further, God is establishing a pattern of one day in seven to rest. The keeping

of this day will eventually be a distinguishing trait of the God’s chosen people (Exodus 20:8-11).

A. FRAMEWORK INTERPRETATION

In the plain reading of the first chapter of Genesis we come across a sequence of six “days” of

creation of the starting of Adamic era after the great cosmic wiping clean. The problem still remains.

Does Genesis 1 describe history in chronological sequence?

In a day-age view, each yom (a Hebrew word with several meanings, although it usually is

translated as "day" in Genesis 1) is a long time period of unspecified length. In a young-earth

interpretation, each yom is a 24-hour day, and the entire creation process occurred in six

consecutive 24-hour days. Or creation might have occurred in nonconsecutive 24-hour days with

long periods between each day. Or the days might be analogical days. Or maybe God described,

in days of proclamation, what would occur during the process of creation.

In a gap view there was an initial creation (in Genesis 1:1) followed by a catastrophe (in 1:2) and a

re-creation on the earth (beginning in 1:3). This creation recreation might not have been just that
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once. Since we have the Noahic flood cleaning and recreation within a 2000 years of creation,

there might have been several other creational experiments of God and each being with free will

and of existence in all realms of dimension might have fallen just as Lucifer and Adam did.

In a framework view, the six days form a logical framework in which history is arranged topically,

and need not be chronological. Instead it is presented as a sequence of a pattern or “frame

work”. Hence the creative events are presented in a topical order.

In this framework the two problems in Genesis 1:2 — the earth was "formless and empty" — was

solved in Days 1-3 where form was given and Days 4-6 when those forms were filled.

FILLING "FORMLESS AND EMPTY"

TO “FORM AND TO FILL”

One interpretation of Genesis 1 is based on the literary framework formed by the six days. This

framework describes the history of creation in a logical structure that is defined by two connected

problems in Genesis 1:2 — the earth was "formless and empty." The connection between these

two problems is accentuated by the rhyming phrase used for them in the original Hebrew, tohu wa

bohu.

The first 3 days God produce the form out of the formlessness by separations that produce light

and darkness (for day and night), waters above and below (in sky and sea), and land (with plants).

In the second 3 days God filled these newly formed space with proper elements: sun for day and

moon for night, birds for sky and fish for sea, and land animals that eat plants:

Isaiah 45:18 For this is what the LORD says-- he who created the heavens, he is God; he who

fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be

inhabited--
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Evidently this looks perfectly logical. Was this the reason why it was given by God to Moses in

that sequence. If that is case the days in Genesis are given in the revelation are not in creative

order bu in logical order showing how God recreated form and then filled them for the new

beginnings of mankind. That is why sun was said to have been created in the fourth day.

Heaven and Earth Two Tier Model of Kline

Another frame is the two tier model where it deals with the heaven and the earth. Here is the two

tier model frame work



GENESIS CREATION REVISITED

PROF. M. M. NINAN

138

upper and lower register modeling in Gen 1 creation process

B. THE WORLDVIEW APPROACH

>>>>>>>>>

“A Third Alternative to Concordism and Divine Accommodation:

The Worldview Approach”

Carol A. Hill

The argument here is that, when God reveals anything, it is given in a specific time period in

history within given culture. In order that it may be sensible to the hearers God speaks in the

language, science and culture of the people to whom it is given. Thus to understand it in other

historical periods, culture and civilizations we need to go back to the period when it was delivered

and interpret in their terms. These “cultural trappings,” or worldview, get incorporated into the text

alongside God’s revelation as it is written down..
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…...When the Genesis 1 “days” are carefully scrutinized with respect to the fossil record, the

correlation is superficial at best.

In the literary view, the “days” of Genesis 1 are figurative days, where the divine works of creation

are narrated in topical order rather than in a strict sequential order. The narrative involves

temporality (i.e., it starts “In the beginning” and works toward the creation of humans), but the

narrative style is not constrained by a temporal sequence of events. The most important aspect of

the literary view is that it maintains that Genesis 1 was written following the convention and style

of literary works prevalent in the ancient Near East about 4,000 years ago. And that is where the

worldview approach comes in because in order to correctly interpret Genesis 1, one must

understand the mindset of the people who wrote the original Genesis text.

Here is the worldview approach to Genesis 1.

The whole chapter of Genesis 1 is based on a system of numerical harmony. Not only is the

number seven fundamental to its main theme (God created the world in six days and rested on

the seventh), but it also serves to determine many of its details. To the Mesopotamians, seven was

the number of fullness and perfection, and thus the basis of ordered arrangement; also,

particular importance was attached to it in the symbolism of numbers. It was considered a perfect

period (unit of time) in which to develop an important work, the action lasting six days and reaching

its conclusion and outcome on the seventh day. It was also customary to divide the six days of work

into three pairs; i.e., into two parallel triads of days. So, a completely harmonious account of

creation, in accord with other ancient examples of similar schemes in the literature of that time, and

using the rules of style in ancient epic poetry and narrative prose of the ancient Near East, would

be the parallel form of symmetry found in Genesis 1.

In Genesis 1 the first set of three days represents a general account of creation, while the second

triad is a more specific account of the first three days

Fundamental concept of the Worldview Approach; that is, the dual nature of the biblical

(especially Genesis) text. In this dual view, God entered into the time line of human history to

give his revelation to certain people in His chosen line. This revelation was then passed down to

the biblical authors, who accommodated this revelation to their pre-scientific and historical

worldviews. Thus, biblical history is a modification of real history, where the worldview of the

biblical authors is superimposed over a historical base.
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The most important aspect of the literary view is that it maintains that Genesis 1 was written

following the convention and style of literary works prevalent in the ancient Near East about

4,000 years ago. ... [In the worldview approach] the whole chapter of Genesis 1 is based on a

system of numerical harmony.

Thus, the Genesis 1 text was not meant to represent a sequential order of creation or one that

needs to fit with modern science. It was simply the literary way hat writers of that day wrote

down their narrative thoughts. In other words, God gave the revelation to the people mentioned

in Genesis, but then the biblical authors wrote this revelation down in their own literary style.

Article

A Third Alternative to Concordism and Divine Accommodation:

The Worldview Approach For Genesis to be historically accurate, as maintained by the

worldview approach, the people, places, and events mentioned in it must be real.

However, the description of these people, places, and events are necessarily colored by

the worldview of the authors who wrote the text.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

C: CONCORDISM

There are two books that were written by the creator. The creation and later the scripture. The

first was created by the Word of God and the other by words. There is a Jewish teaching that

even the universe were created by the letters of the Hebrew language. For man to understand, both

has to be interpreted by the human brain. These lead to Science and to Theology. Since both

were originated from the same author they should correspond to each other. Inability in this

process is essentially the inability of the humans to interpret both correctly.
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http://biologos.org/blogs/ted-davis-reading-the-book-of-nature/science-and-the-bible-concordism-part-1/

The purpose each book is different and hence is presented differently. The school of thought is that

any allusion to natural history in the Bible must correspond to actual physical events. This is a high

degree of concordism. At the other end of the spectrum is the opinion that the Bible does not intend

to teach us about natural history and is only using the language of nature and natural history to aid

our understanding of the spiritual truths. This is the minimal degree of concordism. In between

these extremes we find every shade. Some find concordance with human history but not physical

natural history. Others expect concordance in some passages and not others.

Galileo asserts that because both “books” are written by the same Author, they must agree. As

such Scientific evidence, when properly interpreted, must be consistent with the Bible, when both

are properly interpreted.
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“Is scientific concordism really a feature of the Bible?”

That is, did God’s revelation of inerrant messages of faith in the Bible include revelation of modern

scientific facts and concepts thousands of years before being discovered with modern scientific

instruments?

If Augustine, Luther and Calvin (quotes below) believed in an ancient phenomenologically-based

ancient concept of a solid firmament in which the sun, moon and stars were fixed separating the

waters (sea) above from the waters below, then how much more did Paul and

the author(s) of Genesis?!?

St. Augustine (“Literal Meaning of Genesis”, 415 AD):

“They must certainly bear in mind that the term “firmament” does not

compel us to imagine a stationary heaven: we may understand this name

as give to indicate not that it is motionless but that it is solid and that it

constitutes a impassible boundary between the waters above and the

waters below.”

Martin Luther’s (1483-1546 AD) geocentric world included a firmament (“Lectures

on Genesis”, 1536 AD).

“Scripture simply says that the moon, the sun and the stars were placed in the

firmament of the Heaven [below and above which, that is the firmament, are the

waters]. The bodies of the stars, like that of the sun, are round and they are

fastened to the firmament like globes of fire”. Note that the brackets were included in the original

text, not added.

John Calvin (1509-1564 AD) in “Commentary on Genesis, 1536 AD)”,

“We indeed are not ignorant that the circuit of the heavens is finite and the

earth, like a little globe, is placed in the center. The prime mobile, that is

the firmament, rolls all the celestial spheres along with it.”
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The three forms of approach to the two books are:

Type A. In the Christian community this is generally associated with the attempt to extract scientific

information from Biblical passages.

Type B makes no attempt to extract science from Biblical passages, but instead seeks to interpret

texts in the light of modern science.

Type C emphasizes that all truth is God’s truth and that it’s therefore healthy and good for science

and Biblical theology to engage in active dialogue, seeking where possible to allow both disciplines

to complement each other. An assumption of concordism Type C is that science and theology have

their own integrity as methods of enquiry, constructing their own models of reality without mutual

interference. But having completed that process, it is deemed intellectually lazy if Christians do not

then proceed to see what types of concord, or discord, there may be between these two forms of

knowledge.
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Three Meanings of Concordism

http://biologos.org/blogs/guest/the-various-meanings-of-concordism presents three possible stand of concordism
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D: DIVINE ACCOMMODATION

"Accommodation is God’s adoption in inscripturation of the human audience’s finite and

fallen perspective. Its underlying conceptual assumption is that in many cases God does not

correct our mistaken human viewpoints but merely assumes them in order to communicate

with us." Kenton Sparks, God’s Word in Human Words, 230–31.

Dr. Peter Enns. He explains “accommodation” in the following way:

“This is what it means for God to speak at a certain time and place—he enters their world.

He speaks and acts in ways that make sense to them. This is surely what it means for God

to reveal himself to people—he accommodates, condescends, meets them where they are.

The phrase word of God does not imply disconnectedness to its environment. In fact, if we

can learn a lesson from the incarnation of God in Christ, it demands the exact opposite. And

if God was willing and ready to adopt an ancient way of thinking, we truly hold a very low

view of Scripture indeed if we make that into a point of embarrassment. We will not

understand the Bible if we push aside or explain away its cultural setting, even if that setting

disturbs us. We should, rather, learn to be thankful that God came to them just as he did

more fully in Bethlehem many, many centuries later. We must resist the notion that for God

to enculturate himself is somehow beneath him. This is precisely how he shows his love to

the world he made.”

(Inspiration and Incarnation: Evangelicals and the Problem of the Old Testament, Baker

2005, p 56)

"the Bible is to be interpreted in view of the fact that it is an accommodation of Divine truths

to human minds: God the infinite communicating with man the finite... We must be careful,

then, not to push accommodating language about God and His nature to literal extremes.

God does not have feathers and wings (e.g., Psalms 17:8); nor is He our literal Father in the

same sense our earthly father is."

Thus God could not present the universe in terms of our current scientific understanding.

He should us their terms and their science to be clear to them based on the purpose of

communication itself. Accomodationists state scriptures reflect the human contexts in
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which they were created and cannot be viewed as literal accounts. Accomodationism allows

generous leeway in interpreting what scripture actually means. The scriptural language may

indeed utilize linguistic imagery more typical of the culture of the day it was written based on

to whom it was intented to be communicated.

"Accommodation is God’s adoption in inscripturation of the human audience’s finite and fallen

perspective. Its underlying conceptual assumption is that in many cases God does not correct our

mistaken human viewpoints but merely assumes them in order to communicate with us." Kenton

Sparks, God’s Word in Human Words, 230–31.

"The Reformers and their scholastic followers all recognized that God must in some way

condescend or accommodate himself to human ways of knowing in order to reveal himself. This

accommodatio occurs in the use of human words and concepts for the communication of the law

and gospel, but it in no way implies the loss of truth or the lessening of scriptural authority." Richard

A. Muller, Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms: Drawn Principally from Protestant

Scholastic Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986).

Had our modern scientific concepts been injected into the language of the Bible in their

pre-scientific era, the result may have been confusing and unfruitful. But the extent of

accomodation is subjective which brings in lot of confusion for us in our culture and science.

On such case is evident in the use of “firmament” (Hebrew raquia) sometimes signifying a hard,

domed shell covering a flat earth which we know today as a wrong understanding of the universe.

According to the Harper's Bible Dictionary, “The ancient Hebrews imagined the world as flat and

round, covered by the great solid dome of the firmament which was held up by mountain pillars,

(Job 26:11; 37:18). The blue color of the sky was attributed to the chaotic waters that the firmament

separated from the earth (Gen. 1:7). The earth was thus surrounded by waters above and below

(Gen. 1:6,7; cf. Psalms 24:2; 148:4, Deut. 5:8). The firmament was thought to be substantial; it had

pillars (Job 26:11) and foundations (2 Sam. 22:8). When the windows of it were opened, rain fell

(Gen. 7:11-12; 8:2). The sun, moon, and stars moved across or were fixed in the firmament (Gen.

1:14-19; Ps. 19:4,6). It was also the abode of the birds (Gen. 1:20; Deut. 4:17). Within the earth lay

Sheol, the realm of the dead (Num. 16:30-33; Isa. 14:9,15).”
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Evidently this is not our universe. But this is the picture early Jewish scholars got from a direct

reading of the Bible.

This is the accomodation. God spoke in the language and level of understanding of the people to

whom He spoke. Otherwise man will not be able to understand God. Suppose God spoke in his

own level of in science and understanding. It would have been useless even to us today. Our
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science is also is given to us in terms of our culture and level of understanding. So in interpreting

scripture, the context, historical point, the culture to which it was given and when it was given is to

be considered. This makes a lot of accomodation and we can get it wrong since we can make a

lot of assumptions in the accomodation. Incidentally this alone explains incarnation. Since God

could not explain himself through the scriptures and prophetic revelation He took on human form

and came to earth. It is interesting to note that Jesus never spoke in terms of science of even our

time restricting himself to the culture into which he was born.

Even today most interpreters include dimensions beyond the space and that leads them to absurd

statements ridiculing Bible.

To get a taste of attempting to explain Biblical narration based on our current understanding of

science see “The Universe According to the Bible by Mark Smith

http://www.jcnot4me.com/page11.html

See Journal of the Adventist Theological Society, 9/1-2 (1998): 221–229. by Peter M. van

Bemmelin. Divine Accommodation in Revelation and Scripture

Justin Martyr.

Justin Martyr, a philosopher in the second century A.D. who was converted to Christianity, used the

concept of accommodation to explain that God through Moses had given to the Jews laws on

circumcision, Sabbaths, animal sacrifices, and many other laws because of the hardness of

their hearts.

He wrote that God, “accommodating Himself to that nation, enjoined them also to offer sacrifices,

as if to His name, in order that they might not serve idols.”

He applies the same argument to God’s command to build a temple for His name in Jerusalem.

Origen (c.185-c.254) finds divine accommodation in Scripture and in the incarnation of Christ.

Because of human weakness, Scripture comes to us in a poor and humble style. But such

accommodation is even more true in regard to the incarnation. For Origen, “The incarnate Lord, like

the written revelation in inspired scripture, is a veil that must be penetrated. It is an accommodation

to our present capacities in this life.”

Several times throughout his writings Origen describes divine accommodation by picturing God as

speaking “baby-talk” to us like a father to his little child or like a schoolmaster uses “little language”
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to his pupils. , Origen assures us that “when divine providence [oikonomia] is involved in human

affairs, God assumes human intelligence, manners and language.”

Chrysostom. (c.347-407).

“That he who is God was willing to become man, that he mightily suffered to accommodate himself

[katabnai] is too great to comprehend.”

John Calvin (1509-1564)

"Indeed, that they dared abuse certain testimonies of Scripture was due to base ignorance; just as

the error itself sprang from execrable madness. The Anthropomorphites, also, who imagined a

corporeal God from the fact that Scripture often ascribes to him a mouth, ears, eyes, hands, and

feet, are easily refuted. For who even of slight intelligence does not understand that, as nurses

commonly do with infants, God is wont in a measure to “lisp” in speaking to us? Thus such forms of

speaking do not so much express clearly what God is like as accommodate the knowledge of him

to our slight capacity. To do this he must descend far beneath his loftiness." John Calvin, Institutes

of the Christian Religion, ed. John T. McNeill, trans. Ford Lewis Battles (Philadelphia: Westminster,

1960), 1.13.1.

Moses in his record of creation in Genesis made use of accommodation. “Moses, accommodating

himself to the rudeness of the common folk, mentions in the history of the Creation no other works

of God than those which show themselves to our own eyes.”
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CHAPTER TWELVE

EVOLUTION PROBLEM

It appears that most antagonism is based on the misunderstanding that the long period proposed is

the assumption of evolution and supports evolution from nothing to man. Obviously, evolution by

chance - adaptation or whatever other names it is presented - is against the basic principle of

entropy. The Old Age theory does not necessarily support the evolution either theistic or

atheistic. But anyone can see that some form of evolution is directly stated in the genesis creation.

As each life form was to produced it is followed by a permission to evolve “according to its kind”.

Within the life form - within the species - they were created to evolve by the creator. But notice

this evolution is always within their dimension and species. Plants do not grow into fishes and

fishes do not grow into animals and animals do not grow into humans. But within their own

species they certainly were created to evolve and they did.

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land

that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12The land

produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit

with seed in it according to their kinds.

21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water

teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds,
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and every winged bird according to its kind.

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the

creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.”
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Evidently God’s prescription and command included evolution within a given species. However it

does not permit evolution from one level to another simply because they are in different dimensions

of existence. The creation includes being in one dimension, two dimension and so on. A being

which exist only in dimension one alone cannot grow up or evolve into two dimensional being and

so on. The Jewish teaching is that each dimension is associated with one type of soul. Thus a

one dimensional being has only one soul and two dimensional being has two souls or a different

soul and so on.

Kaballah defines five levels of souls corresponding to the five dimensions of existence - four

created and one divine realm (beyond Atziluth of world each with varying inner dimensions.

Sometimes these dimensions are divided as seven. The principle is that each dimensions form a

closed world with its own soul forms. Thus it is not possible for a living form in one dimension to

evolve into a being in another higher dimension. Thus the vegetative life cannot evolve into a fish,

or birds or animals.
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Man is the highest being with all the seven souls. He was supposed to evolve into the divine level

as co-creators of God, which is described as theosis. However at the fall man was thrown out of

the garden of Eden so that he may not eat of the fruit of the tree of life and attain the level until he is

recreated and redeemed.


