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PROF. M. M. NINAN
PREFACE
Heaven and Hell developed through history in all religions and probably did influence each other. There is a
confusing conglomeration of sytems, theologies and doctrines not only varying between religions but also
within Christianity and that claiming credence based on sola scriptora - only the scriptures.
This is an attempt to make sense out of the basic doctrine in Judeo-Christian on Heaven and Hells. I used
plural because there appears to be a number of hells. What then is the purpose of these hells and for that
matter heaven? The theology of these should be based on the purpose of their existence. I feel it
should be based on the relation between man and God. This relation starts with creation of Adam and
Eve and the story of the eviction of Adam and Eve from Eden. Eden remains the Paradise to which Adam
and Eve and all Adamic race are to return to - at least according to major Christian Churches. Others call
it Heaven. Man is complete only when he is back in the Garden with a physical body - a resurrected body
and that a glorified body with much more dimensions than jus the three dimension of space and that goes
from glory to glory instead of from order to disorder and death.
Adam and Eve were evicted from the Garden of Eden. However the reason for the eviction of Adam and
Eve is often represented as the action of an angry God because this creature disobeyed the creator. But I
saw a totally different picture. It was the love of a father to his children that led that event - lest they eat
of the fruit of the tree of Life and live eternally in the self centered state as a demon. (See my book - "The
Love That Will Not Let Me Go".) It was with the hope that the babies who in their keen inquisitive nature
tread the unknown. Death was granted in love so that they could one day be restored to the family and
be part of the Elohim through Theosis.
However it appears that the interpreters of the Bible created three different pictures in the relation with
Man and God in understanding the process of this return.
1) God-man relationship is a relation of a King to his subject. He will punish and torture those who
violate his laws. All for the glory of the King. You dare to disobey me?
2) God-man relationship is a relationship between a Tribal Chief to a member of another tribe at war with
them. If they are caught within the territory, the Chief will take them to a riverbed and cut off their neck.
2) God man relationship is a Father to Son relationship and God is Love and Love never fails. The father
is waiting in pain to see his sons come home.
This is the story of heaven and hell. A story of hope- a way of pain and suffering of the Father for the lost
son. He made his own hell, and he will have to make his own choice to return home. The way is open
through the cross where the father broke his heart and bled. The highway to heaven is open through the
body of the resurrected Jesus, the first born. Will all be saved?
Prof. M.M.Ninan
April 2018
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CHAPTER ONE

THE EDEN STORY
Before we take up subject we should look at the creation of Adam. Adam was created and placed
inside the Garden of Eden, the Garden of God the Father. Adam was the Son of God. When he
ate of the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil at the advise of the Serpent a clever animal,
Adam and Eve were fixed with the Selfish motives (the yetser ha Ra usually translated as tendency
for evil) without balancing it with the service motive (the yetser ha Tov usually translated as
tendency for good). These translations are misleading since for a good life one should have a
balanced self assertion and a service mentality. With the assertion of self alone Adam and Eve
have turned themselves into demons taking advantage of every situation of anything and everyone
within their association which would simply create and evil society which exploit one by the other.
In contrast we see in God a balance. The first appearance of YHVH to Moses was "I am, that I
am" an assertion of self. This in association with Love turns itself to servanthood, In the
incarnation of the Son of God as a man, he came as a servant and gave himself even unto death in
that service for humans.
If Adam and Eve then ate of the tree of Life, he would have lived ages after ages as demons. The
usual presentation of the evangelists is that God was so angry that they were thrown out of the
campus of God so that they may die. This is the angry God interpretation. In this case Adam was a
slave who was to be working in His garden tilling and keeping. God would have considered driving
him out as a good riddance and the death of Adam and family would have been welcome for the
cosmos.
Many evangelicals still think of the situation as a master-slave relation. It is true that was the
understanding of the Jews. Here is a quote I found in the internet: "But there is no such thing as
freedom. We are all slaves, either to Christ or to Satan."
Galatians 5:1 "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery."
However the true story that is forgotten or kept secret is that Adam was God's son through the Holy
Spirit which produced Adam. So the relationship is as Father to Son. It was Jesus who finally
brought out the relationship of man to God as Son and Father. He taught mankind to pray "Our
Father, who art in heaven" It was Luke who tracing the lineage of Jesus ends up stating
" …Adam, son of God" Luke 3:38. If you miss that point and look at it as a relationship of the King
1
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to Servants or as Landlord to the serfs then the explanation would come out wrong. The driving
out of the Eden was not because God was angry or as a punishment, but because God so loved
Adam and Eve that he did not want them to remain as demons eternally with a long long life. He
did not even want them to be like Angels who is now full fledged servants of the God family.
There are others even before the creation of earth who became Sons of God with a balanced
knowledge able to distinguish between right and wrong. They live with God and rejoice in all His
creation. They formed the Elohim along with YHVH their Father. All sons of God were created with
total freedom of choice and will in all matters like God's begotten Son. While the begotten Son
shares in the essence of God itself and form part of the Trinity family, the others are part of
emanations - the wider family of God. This gave them much more freedom of choice that at any
point they can will something that is not in consonance with the character and will of the God
Essence Family. Thus we see that even the Sons of God committed sexual sin with Adamic
daughters and fell from their position and is now kept in darkness awaiting judgement. That
should give you some background information of God and Cosmos which is in consonance with
the Theology of the Eastern Churches.
So God drove them out of the garden and granted them God's one day to live (which was a 1000
years) until he can be redeemed. On the second day God walked out and saw that the whole
earth was filled with humans and even their thoughts and imaginations were evil. So he
destroyed all mankind and saved only four pairs - Noah and his three children with their wives.
Then God reduced their life time to one tenth of a day to around 100 years. So we see no
redemption or even hope of getting back to Eden until the coming of the Messiah. Again notice
that the aim as far as Adam and Eve and his early children were concerned, they just wanted to get
back to the Garden of Eden. Was that not heaven for Adam and Eve? Every day they went on a
walk with their Dad through the Garden. Here we have the first concept of Heaven.- Gan Eden.
There is another concept which is equally valid is that Eden was indeed a purgatory where the
creatures were made perfect after their creation and then allowed to enter into heaven.
They
could not live eternally nor die. They were given an opportunity to become immortal through the
eating of the fruit of the tree of life. When they failed in this purgatorial process they were sent out
into another dimension of purgatory with severe perfection process and possible redemption since
Adam and Eve became demonic by fixing their sinful egoistic nature.. In this thought pattern, the
earth and its society were created by the Adamic generation. It is a state and place where pain
and sufferings are created by the power of members of the Adam family themselves. Adain in
Christ they are given the opportunity to eat of the fruit of the tree of life. I have not seen any
development of doctrines in this direction. The general presentation is that Adam and Eve were
babies who were being disciplined by the Father till they were adult to become Children of God
with all divine right taking their place in Elohim. In a sense all life is a process of growth.
What happened when they were thrown out of Eden. There were a group of early beings vegetables, water creatures, flying air creatures, animals and humans. They were subject to
death after certain period. The whole creation outside of Eden was subject to decay and death
and were under strict physical laws leaving very little to uncertainty. This was indeed Hell but
they called it the wide world. Into this came Adam family thrown out from their heaven - Gan
Eden- and their God family, to struggle along with other beings and find their destinies, subject to
death with an age limit of 1000 years ( a day of the Lord). Others on earth had length of life limits
2
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less than a 100 years according to our scientists according to the fossil data. If we are to believe
the Jewish authorities since Adam and Eve were living inside the garden of Eden with vegetable
food which nourished them well to the extent that there was even a tree the fruit of which was
considered to give immortality. Adam and Eve were giants in size also with excellent health.
The height of Adam was estimated as 60 cubits. Much more than any giants in history. The
food outside Eden was not good enough to maintain the height and size that they gradually
decreased in their size in height and weight and as the history opens after the flood they were of
normal human size equivalent to those living in the outside world - the sons of men.
But God did not leave them there and send them there only to die. The life time before dying was
just a day of the Lord. After all God was the father he had plans to get back Adamic humans fully
redeemed back into Gan Eden to be with Him. He loved them and love required them to die
instead of living eternally in selfish, self centered world they created. A society based only
selfishness is hell indeed. That is what Adam generated throughout generations. But God had his
plan of of bringing them back to Gan Eden which was planned before the creation of the world Plan B. How to bring Sons and Daughters back home without violating their freedom? This
involved death and something after the death.
The propensity for self preservation as expressed in the eating of the fruit of the knowledge of good
and evil to grow fast and become like father God remained with them. This is what came to be
known as the original sin which obviously were transmitted to all descendants of Adam and Eve
through genetic DNA. They were avid gatherers of knowledge - arts and science. And that is still
with the children of Adam. They strongly expressed their self existence and the 'I am' without the
servant hood aspect.

Evidently the Kingdom of God is here on earth. There have never been the concept of a life after
death and return of the dead until late in the history of Israel.
3
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Election

This is not the redemption of Adam
This is only election God's process of redemption

What action did God make and what was the process of redemption until Jesus?.
First we see an election of Abraham so that through him all the families of the earth was to be
brought back to God.
Genesis 22:16 and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this
thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will
greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore;
and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18"In your seed all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."
Adam was sent out to die in the open earth out of Eden because he disobeyed God's command
and now Abraham obeyed and that was the beginning of a possible solution to be started.Start of
redemption.

4
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Here God selects one person and a nation so that God could bring the redemption of mankind
through them. The process was, God himself to incarnate as man to bring gospel of salvation for
all humans who lived in the past, living in the present and will live in future until all are reached.
Until that time God's redemption and its process will go on. The choice of Abraham was the
initiation of the process.
This was the role of Israel. However, they wanted all the benefits of the election - all the special
privileges but was disinclined to serve and bring all mankind back to God. One solid example is
when Jonah refused to go and preach repentance to a gentile nation Nineveh.
Now all these are in the subconscious of every human in their collective consciousness and they
constructed their models of heaven and hell.
The only model of Heaven was the Garden of Eden. The only model of hell was the world outside
of Eden into which Adam and Eve were to live awaiting redemption. Thus both heaven and hell
are on the earth. The only hope of getting back into heaven was through death according to
some plan of God, the details of which are not given to us in the Old Testament time nor in New
Testament time in detail..
Judaism eventually offered a range of views on the afterlife essentially based of Eden and the wide
world as you can see through the description of heaven and hell which we now take up.
What exactly was the role of the death in this redemptive process? There are some who believe
that death in the universe and on earth was introduced only after the fall of Adam. The Universe
was created within God as an independent organism - it would imply that God has allowed freewill
or freedom of action based on fixed physical and spiritual laws to the universe. This is also true
about every organic beings and units within the universe. As long as they connect willingly to the
ultimate source of life and energy death will not be for them. But freedom an independence
means ultimate death because these create an isolated system. Isolated systems are subject to
the law of decay and death. This is essentially the law of entropy. Death was indeed in
existence outside of Eden. That is why Adam and Eve were sent out.
The high energy source of life is still in the Eden and especially on the Tree of life. That is still a
gated community, entrance to which is conditional. What was the process of redemption for Adam
and Eve and their children - the Adamic race - who were thrown out in to the world outside of Eden
with a fixed tendency for evil - the yetser ha Ra? Were they given the power to overcome that with
their own freedom during the day of their life time or were they to find it beyond death.
Judaism had no solution for it when and how they could return to the Garden of Eden. Their
theology was only for this life outside of Eden, before death, here and now in this age. At least it
was so until their captivity and return. It was only during the time of the Prophets the thought of a
life beyond the grave, the resurrection back with their own physical body and the grant of the entry
into the Garden of Eden or Paradise came into focus. Even then it was limited only to a limited
few to enter the Paradise based on their own ability to choose righteousness. Karma was the
only way. What happened to the other children of Adam who failed in their Karma to keep the law
of God remained an unanswered question. Three solutions were proposed 5
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(1) leave them eternally in the prison under torture
(2) annihilation (destruction) and
(3) recycling of life to reincarnation giving addition lifetime. This recycling need not necessarily to
bring the life back to earth since there are an infinite worlds of existence, which God has created.
It is better to call it "born again" rather than reincarnation which has already attained its meaning in
terms of the Indian religions.

This world is a Purgatory. We are just passing through.
You have a chance to be transformed in to the image of His Son now here.
The problem with the Judaic solution was that the sinful children of Adam have no help or method
of overcoming their ego and sinful nature. This was the purpose of the entry of God into history in
incarnation. Jesus the Son of God entered into human form to pay for the sins of the Adamic race
and to give them freedom from sin and the freedom of choice. Again the it left no detailed
account of how the mankind as a whole could be bought back from the slavery of sin and what
happened to those who failed to get the release on their free choice. After death what happened
to those who failed in their life time to choose right, still remained a problem. But what the New
Testament proclaims is that the cross reaches far beyond the material earthly life. The Love of
God reaches out beyond this Earthly Life.

6
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CHAPTER TWO
SHEOL & GEHENNA
A

שְׁאוֹל
An Underground Abyss

The first concept of hell was based on the idea of Sheol after death in the Old Testament and
Judaism. It is the first legitimate concept since we get back to Eden only through death. The
problem essentially was the OT people had no idea what happens after death in sheol and what is
the method and the way back to Eden.
The O.T. Hebrew word for the place where the dead go is Sheol שְׁאוֹל
The N.T. Greek word corresponding to it is Hades ᾅδης
It appears 31 times in the Old Testament and is translated as "hell".
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/heaven-and-hell-in-jewish-tradition/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/sheol/
http://thejudeochristiantradition.blogspot.com/2012/11/do-not-forget-that-lord-god-rules-sheol.html
http://www.aish.com/jl/l/a/48943926.html
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Here we go looking into the Old Testament to find out what they thought about hell.

Old Testament.
Death was the law of the cosmos outside of the Eden, since there was no possibility of getting the
fruit of the tree of life. The Hebrew word , "Sheol, " refers to the grave or the abode of the dead
( Psalms 88:3; Psalms 88:5 ).
Through much of the Old Testament period, it was believed that all went to one place,
whether human or animal ( Psalms 49:12 Psalms 49:14 Psalms 49:20 ),
whether righteous or wicked ( Eccl 9:2-3 ).
No one could avoid Sheol ( Psalm 49:9 ; 89:48 ),
which was thought to be down in the lowest parts of the earth
( Deut 32:22 ; 1 Sam 28:11-15 ; Job 26:5 ; Psalm 86:13 ; Isa 7:11 ; Ezekiel 31:14-16 Ezekiel
31:18 ).
Other Biblical names for Sheol were:
Abaddon (ruin), found in Psalm 88:11, Job 28:22 and Proverbs 15:11;
Bor (the pit), found in Isaiah 14:15, 24:22, Ezekiel 26:20; and
Shakhat (corruption), found in Isaiah 38:17, Ezekiel 28:8.
These words describes what after death really meant to the Jews. Evidently there is no concept
of redemption involved here.

Where is this Sheol?
The Hebrew Universe and placement of Sheol
Where else can man go after death than to the earth? Where on earth? To see that we need to
understand their concept of cosmos God created for his children of Adam family.
"The ancient Hebrews imagined the world as flat and round, covered by the great dome of the
firmament which was held up by mountain pillars (Job 26.11; 37.18).
Above the firmament and under the earth was water, divided by God at creation (Gen 1.6, 7; cf Ps.
24.2; 148.4).
The upper waters were joined with the waters of the primordial deep during the Flood; the rains
were believed to fall through windows in the firmament (Gen 7.11; 8.2).
The sun, moon, and stars moved across or were fixed in the firmament (Gen 1.14-19; Ps 19.4, 6).

8
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“The Hebrew term raqia’ for the firmament suggests a sheet of something firm and solid (cf.Job
37.18) Luminaries (the light giving sun, moon and the starswere set in the firmament on the fourth
day of creation (Gen 1.14-19). Rains were believed to fall through sluices or windows in its surface
(cf. Gen 7.11).” ( pg 338-339)
— Achtemeier, Paul J (Ed). The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary. (New York: HarperCollins, 1996)

Within the earth lay Sheol, the realm of the dead (Num 16.30-33; Isa 14.9, 15).”
the ground in the heart of the earth,( "Underworld" )

This is more or less the Greek idea of heaven and hell.

9
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Description of Sheol in the Bible.
What happens when we reach sheol after death? Evidently the life giving spirit and the carrier of
life the body are separated.
Man was created from the dust which formed the body and given life by the breath of God (the
Spirit of God) and Man became a living soul.

"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave
it" (Eccl. 12:7).
Body goes to earth as dust
"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return" (Genesis 3:19).
"All go unto one place; All are of the dust, and all turn to dust again" (Eccl. 3:20).
The Spirit goes back to God
"Thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust" (Psalm 104:29).
The Soul goes to Sheol
In Genesis 37:35 Jacob says, "I will go down into Sheol unto my son (Joseph) mourning."
This is the first place where Sheol is found in the Old Testament.
Sheol was essentially the "Abode of the Soul"
Into Sheol, when life is ended, the dead are gathered in their tribes and families.
Hence, the expression frequently occurring in the Pentateuch,
"to be gathered to one's people,"
"to go to one's fathers," etc.
(Genesis 15:15; 25:8,17; 49:33; Numbers 20:24,28; 31:2; Deuteronomy 32:50; 34:5).
The soul was imagined like the data written by the Spirit onto the body. Thus the separation of
spirit from the body left the soul unreadable unless it is again regained by the spirit and body
10
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together.
dead.

Left alone there was no continuation of life.

Thus sheol was thought of as an abode of

Biblical References to the Afterlife
Some scholars claim that belief in the afterlife is a teaching that developed late in Jewish history. It
is true that the Torah emphasizes immediate, concrete, physical rewards and punishments rather
than abstract future ones. God rewarded a righteous man with a long life and many offspring.
(Psalms 127:3-5.) See, for example, Lev. 26:3-9 and Deut. 11:13-15. However, there is clear
evidence in the Torah of belief in existence after death.
GATHERED TOGETHER WITH THEIR PEOPLE
The Torah indicates in several places that the righteous will be reunited with their loved
ones after death, while the wicked will be excluded from this reunion.
The Torah speaks of several noteworthy people being "gathered to their people." See, for
example, Gen. 25:8 (Abraham), 25:17 (Ishmael), 35:29 (Isaac), 49:33 (Jacob), Deut. 32:50 (Moses
and Aaron) II Kings 22:20 (King Josiah). This gathering is described as a separate event from the
physical death of the body or the burial.
Genesis 15:15 As for you [Abraham], you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a
good old age.
Genesis 25:8 Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life;
and he was gathered to his people.
Gen 25:17 Ishmael breathed his last and died; and was gathered to his people.
Genesis 35:29 Isaac breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, an old man of ripe
age; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
Genesis 49:29 I [Jacob] am about to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave
that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite… 33 Jacob finished charging his sons, he drew his feet into
bed and breathed his last, and was gathered to his people.
Numbers 20:24 Aaron will be gathered to his people; for he shall not enter the land which I have
given to the sons of Israel, because you rebelled against My command at the waters of Meribah.
Numbers 31:2 God said to Moses: afterward you will be gathered to your people.
Judges 2:10 All that generation [Joshua's] also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose
another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for
Israel.
Deut 32:50 God to Moses: Then die on the mountain {Mount Nebo] where you ascend, and be
gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people
Deut 34:5-63:27 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the lend of Moeb,according to the
word of the Lord. And He burled him In the valley In the lend of Moeb, opposite Beth-peor: but no
man knows his burial place to this day.
2 Sam 12:23 But now he has died: why should I fest? Can I bring him beck again? I shall go to him,
but he will not return to me
2 Chron 34:28 I will gather you {Josiah} to your fathers and you shall be gathered to your grave in
peace

11
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Some explain that the expression "gathered to your people" refers to a common burial ground for
one's relatives. Like when a person dies today and is buried in the same grave site as his parents
and grandparents. But for a nomadic people this is hardly justifiable as in the case of the Israelites.
Noe one knows where Moses was buried. Then it may be a "cut off from his people".
Certain sins are punished by the sinner being "cut off from his people." See, for example, Gen.
17:14 and Ex. 31:14. This punishment is referred to as kareit (kah-REHYT) (literally, "cutting off,"
but usually translated as "spiritual excision"), and it means that the soul loses its portion in the
World to Come.
A man who had led the most righteous lives were taken to be with God directly from earth and not
after death. They ascended to heaven without tasting death - bypassing sheol. Enoch and Elijah
were examples of this.
(There are some who explains that though Judaism considers Enoch was taken alive to
heaven, the Bible only says that "he was not" which is according to them only means he
died young and without pain. In the case of Elijah, though he was taken up in a Chariot, he
wrote a letter to the King after 20 years indicating he was somewhere else on the earth.
Jesus claimed the only person who was in heaven with the father was Jesus alone.
John 3:13 13No one has ascended into heaven except the One who descended from
heaven — the Son of Man. Accordingly it is assumed that all mankind till the second coming
will have to die to get to heaven)
The death according early Judaism was a separation of the soul from the body and the spirit. Soul
of man is a separate entity and belongs to the person alone. Since soul is not really spirit, they
existed something like a spirit which the Jews called "rephaim": a "ghost, "shade," or "disembodied
spirit" At death man becomes a rephaim, i.e., a "ghost " "shade," or "disembodied spirit" according
to Job 26:5; Ps. 88:10; Prov. 2:18; 9:18; 21:16; Isa. 14:9; 26:14,19. .
Later portions of the Tanakh speak more clearly of life after death and the World to Come. See
Dan. 12:2, Neh. 9:5.
“As the sleeper does not cease to exist while his body sleeps, so the dead person continues to
exist despite his absence from the region in which those who remain can communicate with him,
and that, as sleep is known to be temporary, so the death of the body will be found to be”
(Vine & Hogg 1997, 95)
In First Temple Judaism, Sheol in the Hebrew Old Testament, or Hades in the Septuagint, is
primarily a place of "silence" to which all humans go. However, during, or before, the exile in
Babylon ideas of activity of the dead in Sheol began to enter Judaism. Here are a collection of the
scripture which gives us an understanding of what Sheol is all about:
You will notice that there are divergent descriptions.
1. Some verses gives the impression that the soul is deep sleep with no sign

of life and life activities.


Ecclesiastes 9:5For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have
they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten. 6Indeed their love, their hate and their
12
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zeal have already perished, and they will no longer have a share in all that is done under the
sun.


Ecclesiastes 9:10,….. for there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol
where you are going.…



Sheol is devoid of love, hate, envy, work, thought, knowledge, and wisdom implying that there
is no life there,



There is no light in it ( Job 10:21-22 ; 17:13 ; Psalms 88:6 Psalms 88:12 ; 143:3 ),



Job 10::21Before I go—and I shall not return— To the land of darkness and deep shadow,
22The land of utter gloom as darkness itself, Of deep shadow without order, And which shines
as the darkness.”



Psalm 88:6 You have put me in the lowest pit, In dark places, in the depths.



There is no remembrance ( Psalm 6:5 ; 88:12 ; Eccl 9:5 ), Ecclesiastes 9:5 For the living
know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for
their memory is forgotten



There is no praise of God heard in it ( Psalm 6:5 ; 30:9 ; 88:10-12 ; 115:17 ; Isa 38:18 )
In fact, there is no sound at all ( Psalm 94:17 ; 115:17 ).



Its inhabitants are weak, trembling shades ( Job 26:5 ; Psalm 88:10-12 ; Isa 14:9-10 ),
who can never hope to escape from its gates ( Job 10:21 ; 17:13-16 ; Isa 38:10 ).
Sheol is like a ravenous beast that swallows the living without being sated ( Prov 1:12 ; 27:20 ;
Isa 5:14 ).



Some thought the dead were cut off from God ( Psalm 88:3-5 ; Isa 38:11 );
while others believed that God's presence reached even to Sheol ( Psalm 139:8 ).
Psalm 139:8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.



There is nor fire or torment in Daniel's revelation and it is only through the olam.
(Daniel was carried off to Babylon in 605 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar, the Assyrian)



It is a "land of forgetfulness," where God's "wonders" are unknown (Psalms 88:10-12).



There is no remembrance or praise of God (Psalms 6:5; 88:12; 115:17, etc.).



In its darkness, stillness, powerlessness, lack of knowledge and inactivity, it is a true abode of
death, hence, is regarded by the living with shrinking, horror and dismay (Psalms 39:13;
Isaiah 38:17-19), though to the weary and troubled it may present the aspect of a welcome rest
or sleep (Job 3:17-22; 14:12).
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Sheol itself is described a ravenous insatiable animal that swallows the humans both good
and bad
It is
(a) the abode of the wicked (Numbers 16:33; Job 24:19; Psalms 9:17; 31:17, etc.);
(b) the abode of the good (Psalms 16:10; 30:3; 49:15; 86:13, etc.).
"Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth without measure" Isa 5
It is like a monster animal that swallows its
victims and is never satisfied.
This word sheol is derived from a root-word
meaning "to ask," "demand;" hence
insatiableness (Proverbs 30:15, 16).

Sheol is a Jail where the humans are put in waiting for judgement.

It is also like a jail
Sheol is described as:
deep (Job 11:8), dark (10:21, 22), with bars
(17:16).
The dead "go down" to it (Numbers 16:30, 33;
Ezekiel 31:15, 16, 17).

But then according to others there is an ongoing active life going on in
Sheol. It is another form of life in existence. We may say that the soul puts on
a new dimension and a body connected with the dimension.
2.

This gives the concept of the ghost.
This then considers an independent existence for soul. The idea is that the soul takes up another
type of non-physical body ( Etherial body?) and exists underground in full consciousness and life.


HELL IS NOT A STATE OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS !!
There can be communication between the world above and the world below (Deuteronomy
18:11).
Even Samuel could be summoned from the dead (1 Samuel 28:11-15);
Sheol from beneath was stirred at the descent of the king of Babylon (Isaiah 14:9).



HELL IS NOT REMOVED FROM GOD'S JURISDICTION.
"Sheol is naked before God," says Job, "and Abaddon hath no covering" (Job 26:6).
14
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"Where can I go ﬁom Your Spirit.’ Or Where can I flee from Your presence.’ If I ascend to
heaven, You are there. If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there."(Psalm 139:7-8)
"The wrath of Yahweh burns unto the lowest Sheol: (Deuteronomy 32:22).
Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the LORD, How much more the hearts of men.’
(Proverbs 19:11)
So it would appear that the dead lived there as though it is another life after their lives on earth.


THE LORD WILL LISTEN TO THOSE WHO CRY OUT FOR HIM FROM THE SHEOL:
"I called out of my distress to the LORD, And He answered me. I cried for help from the depth
of Sheol; You heard my voice. " (Jonah 2:2)



THE LORD CAN REDEEM THE DEAD FROM THE SHEOL AND MAKE THEM ALIVE
AGAIN IN HEAVEN: "Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from
death? O Death, where are your thorns? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion will be
hidden from My sight." (Hosea 13:14)
O Lord my God, I cried to You for help, and You healed me. O Lord, You have brought up my
soul from Sheol. (Psalm 30:2-3)



AVOIDING SIN IN LIFE LEADS TO FASTER REDEMPTION FROM THE SHEOL AFTER
DEATH:
You shall strike him with the rod and rescue his soul from Sheol. (Proverbs 23:14)



THE HAND OF THE LORD CAN AND WILL REACH DOWN INTO THE SHEOL: Though they
dig into Sheol, from there Will My hand take them; And though they ascend to heaven, From
there Will I bring them down. (Amos 9:2.)



THE LORD WILL LISTEN TO THOSE WHO CRY OUT FOR HIM FROM THE SHEOL:
I called out of my distress to the LORD, and He answered me. I cried for help from the depth
of Sheol,' You heard my voice. (Jonah 1:2.)
O Lord my God, I cried to you and you heard me. O Lord, You have brought up my soul ﬁom
Sheol (Psalm 30:2.- 3)



THE LORD CAN REDEEM THE DEAD FROM THE SHEOL AND MAKE THEM ALIVE
AGAIN IN HEAVEN:
Shall I ransom them rom the power of Sheol, Shall I redeem them rom death.’ O Death,
Where are your thorns.’ O Sheol, Where is your sting.’ Compassion Will be hidden ﬁom My
sight. (Hosea 13:14.)

Thus Sheol is an ongoing life. Do they put on some form of body that are not
physical in that life time? But it appears similar to life on earth, before death.
Sheol is a temporary abode only Since both righteous and the unrighteous go to sheol
this cannot be the immortal end of anyone but deliverance from it and restoration to new
life either in God's presence or away from God's presence awaits.
Job 14:13-15; 19:25-27 Psalms 16:10,11; 17:15; 49:15; 73:24-26; .
15
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Psalm 89:48; Genesis 37:35; Genesis 44:29 ; 1 Kings 2:9 ; Psalm 18:5 ; Psalm 107:20 ;
Proverbs 1:12 ; Proverbs 30:16; Ezekiel 31:15-17 ; Jonah 2:2 ; Psalm 88:11-12; Job 3:13-19;
Job 7:9 ; Job 17:13-16; Psalm 6:5 ; Isaiah 14:9-11; Isaiah 38:18; Numbers 16:33;
1 Samuel 2:6 ; Job 24:19 ; Psalm 9:17; Psalm 31:17; Psalm 49:14 ; Psalm 55:15; Isaiah 14:15;
Job 14:13 ; Psalm 16:10; Psalm 30:3 ; Psalm 49:15; Psalm 86:13.

19th century Burmese Painting of Sheol
showing it as a place of torment.
Since the dead in sheol are spirits,
how the fire can harm them is a mystery.

B
GEHENNA
(GEHINNOM)

גהנום
Another name we find in the bible is the name Gehenna or Gehinnom.
Gehenna ( Ancient Greek: γέεννα) from the Hebrew Gehinnom (Rabbinical: גהנום/ )גהנםis a small
valley in Jerusalem. In the Hebrew Bible, Gehenna was initially where some of the kings of Judah
sacrificed their children by fire. Thereafter it was deemed to be cursed (Jer. 7:31, 19:2-6).
In Rabbinic literature and Christian and Islamic scripture, Gehenna is a destination of the wicked.
This is different from the more neutral Sheol/Hades, the abode of the dead, although the King
James Version of the Bible usually translates both with the Anglo-Saxon word Hell.
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In the King James Version of the Bible, the term appears 13 times in 11 different verses as Valley
of Hinnom, Valley of the son of Hinnom or Valley of the children of Hinnom.

The tombs of Gehenna

Worship of Moloch (2 Kg 23:10; 2 Ch 28:3; 2 Ch 33:6; Jer 7:31, etc.)

Mark Smith state that in the seventh century child sacrifice was a Judean practice also,
performed in the name of Yahweh
The earliest mention of the valley of Hinnom is in (Joshua 15:8; 18:16) where it is given as the
boundary line between the tribes of Judah and Benjamin as passing along the bed of the ravine.
On the southern brow, overlooking the valley at its eastern extremity Solomon erected high places
for Molech, (1 Kings 11:7) whose horrid rites were revived from time to time in the same vicinity the
17
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later idolatrous kings. Ahaz and Manasseh made their children "pass through the fire" in this valley,
(2 Kings 16:3; 2 Chronicles 28:3; 33:6) and the fiendish custom of infant sacrifice to the fire-gods
seems to have been kept up in Tophet, which was another name for this place. To put an end to
these abominations the place was polluted by Josiah by spreading human bones and sewage and
rubbish. He ordered it to be rubbish dumping place and kept the fire to burn continually, (2 Kings
23:10,13,14; 2 Chronicles 34:4,5). Thus Ge Hinnom, Gehenna (land of Hinnom)--came to denote
as the place of eternal fire. In this sense the word is used by Jesus. (Matthew 5:29; 10:28; 23:15;
Mark 9:43; Luke 12:5) . The rabbinic word for hell, "Gehenna", is thus taken from the name of
a valley of ongoing fire where children were said to be sacrificed as burnt offerings to Baal
and Moloch (Semitic deities) and the place where the rubbish keep the fire burn and which never
goes out.
This will explain the symbolism of the place of Gehenna. According to the Jewish thought, the
average person after death descended to Gehenna the place of punishment. The fire is usually
thought of as a punishment - an intense pain and suffering. The fire was explained also as a
means of purification being burning away all rubbish. Since it is a purification place also, it can be
considered as purgatory where they are purged of their sins and then allowed to enter the paradise
or heaven which is Eden.
As a purgatory, the soul’s are sentenced to Gehinnom for a period limited to a 11-months to get
all the sewage of their spirit burn out before they takes their place in Olam Ha-Ba (Mishnah
Eduyot 2:9, Shabbat 33a A 12-month limit is also reflected in the yearlong mourning cycle and
the recitation of the Kaddish (the memorial prayer for the dead) starting from the day of death.
Hence the post-death rituals - Prayer for the Dead - were very important for the release of the dead
from Gehenna to higher realms after purification..
Most humans are purified by this 11 month period and gets back to Eden.
Only the utterly wicked do not ascend to the Garden of Eden at the end of this year.
Sources differ on what happens to these souls at the end of their l time of purgation.
Some say that the wicked are utterly destroyed and cease to exist; while others believe in
further periods of purification. (Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Law of Repentance, 3:5-6).
In other words there is another life period is given to man within the purgatorial Gehenna. Which
is repeated until they are fully refined when they return to Eden.
The scheme of the After death processing in Jewish thought can be depicted as follows following
theology of the various Rabbis.:
Kochba (A.D. 132-35] says, concerning the New Year (Rosh Hashanah):
Rabbi Samrnai teaches this:
that there will be three groups of souls at the judgment:
one of the truly holy,
another of the truly wicked, and
a third in between.
It is immediately written and sealed that the truly holy shall live until the end of time,
and it is likewise written and sealed that the truly wicked shall remain in Gehenna, as it is written
(Dan. 12:2).
18
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As for the third group, they shall go down to Gehenna for a time and then come up again to earth to
live, as it is written (Zech. 13:9 and 1 Sam. 2:6).

But the Hillelites say: He who is abundant in mercy inclines toward mercy, and it is of them that
David speaks {Ps. 116:1)
The sinners of Israel, guilty in their body, and the sinners of the nations of the world, guilty in their
body, go down to Gehenna to be punished there for twelve months, then their souls are reduced to
nothing and their bodies are burned and Gehenna vomits them up; they become ash and the wind
disperses them to be trodden underfoot by the holy (Mal. 4, 3, 3, 21).Originally, Sheol was believed
to be a place where all the dead went. In later periods Judaism developed the belief that in Sheol
the righteous and the wicked were separated.
During the Second Temple period (roughly 500 BCE–70 CE) the concept of a Bosom of Abraham
first occurs in Jewish papyri that refer to the "Bosom of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob". This reflects
the belief of Jewish martyrs who died expecting that: "after our death in this fashion Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob will receive us and all our forefathers will praise us" (4 Maccabees 13:17).

http://www.mormondialogue.org/topic/53033-abraham-helping-out-in-spirit-prisonparadise/

Other early Jewish works adapt the Greek mythical picture of Hades to identify the righteous dead
as being separated from unrighteous in the fires by a river or chasm. In the pseudepigraphical
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Charon the ferryman takes his payment to cross a sou
Apocalypse of Zephaniah the river has a ferryman equivalent to Charon in Greek myth, but
replaced by an angel.
On the other side in the Bosom of Abraham : "You have escaped from the Abyss and Hades, now
you will cross over the crossing place... to all the righteous ones, namely Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Enoch, Elijah and David." In this story Abraham was not idle in the Bosom of Abraham, he acted
as intercessor for those in the fiery part of Hades. This is clearly seen in Jesus' parable about the
Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). In early Jewish belief it was thought possible to pass from
the side of the wicked to the side of the righteous (the "Bosom of Abraham") through the
intercession of Abraham.
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The pseudepigraphic Book of Enoch describes travels of Enoch through the cosmos and paints a
vivid picture of supposedly the entire cosmos as seen by the Christians. Enoch divides Sheol into
four sections which are situated below the Dark Mountain of the Dead::
(1) for the truly righteous (Abraham's Bosom),
(2) the good (Abel) ,
(3) the wicked who are punished till they are released at the resurrection, and
(4) the wicked that are complete in their transgressions and who will not even be granted mercy
at the resurrection.
However, since the book is pseudepigraphic to the hand of Enoch, who predates Abraham,
naturally the character of Abraham does not feature.

https://godawa.com/the-geography-of-hades/
Brian's Blog
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Later rabbinical sources preserve several traces of the Bosom of Abraham teaching. In Kiddushin
72b, Adda bar Ahavah of the third century, is said to be "sitting in the bosom of Abraham", Likewise
"In the world to come Abraham sits at the gate of Gehenna, permitting none to enter who bears the
seal of the covenant" according to Rabbi Levi in Genesis Rabba 67. In the 1860s Abraham Geiger
suggested that the parable of Lazarus in Luke 16 preserved a Jewish legend and that Lazarus
represented Abraham's servant Eliezer

However, by the time of Jesus, Judaism generally believed that it was not possible to pass from
one side of Sheol to the other (Luke 16:26).
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CHAPTER THREE

GAN EDEN
PARADISE

Παράδεισος

http://www.biblicalcyclopedia.com/P/paradise.html

Paradise - A Park
Paradise is but an Anglicized form of the Greek word παράδεισος, which is identical with the
Sanscrit paradesa, Persian pardes, and appears also in the Hebrew pardes, פִּרדֵּס, and the
Arabic firdarus. In all these languages it has essentially the same meaning, a park.
It does not occur in the Old Testament, in the English version, but is used in the Septuagint. to
translate the Hebrew Gan, גָּן, a garden (Ge 2:8 sq.), and thence found its way into the New
Testament. It figuratively represents to the dwelling of the righteous, in allusion to the
Garden of Eden (2Co 12:4; Re 2:7).
It has thus come into familiar use to denote both the garden and the heaven.
I. Literal Application of the Name — Of this word (παράδεισος) the earliest instance that we have is
in the Cyropaedia and other writings of Xenophon, nearly 400 years before Christ.
It means a wide, open park, enclosed against injury, yet with its natural beauty unspoiled,
with stately forest-trees, many of them bearing fruit, watered by clear streams, on whose
banks roved large herds of antelopes or sheep — this was the scenery which connected itself
in the mind of the Greek traveler with the word: παράδεισος,
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We find it also used by Plutarch, who lived in the 1st and 2d century of AD. It was by these
authors evidently employed to signify an extensive plot of ground, enclosed with a strong fence or
wall, abounding in trees, shrubs, plants, and garden culture, and in which choice animals were
kept in different ways of restraint or freedom, according as they were ferocious or peaceable; thus
answering very closely to the English word park, with the addition of gardens, a menagerie, and an
aviary.
The circumstance which has given this term its extensive and popular use is its having been taken
by the Greek translators of the Pentateuch, in the 3d century B.C., and, following them, in the
ancient Syriac version, and by Jerome in the Latin Vulgate, as the translation of the garden ( גָּן,,
gan) which the benignant providence of the Creator prepared for the abode of innocent and
happy man. The translators also use it, not only in the twelve places of Ge 2; Ge 3, but in eight
others, and two in which the feminine form ( )גִּנָּהoccurs; whereas, in other instances of those two
words, they employ κῆπος (Kypos) , the usual Greek word for a garden or an enclosure of
fruit-trees. But there are three places in which the Hebrew text itself has the very word, giving it
the form pardes. These are, "the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber" (Ne 2:8);
orchards (Ec 2:5); "an orchard of pomegranates" (Song of Solomon, 4:13).
Through the writings of Xenophon, and through the general admixture of Orientalisms in the later
Greek after the conquests of Alexander of Macedonia, the Garden of Eden became 'The Paradise
of Delight' ὁ παράδεισος τῆς τρυφῆς (Ge 2:15,23; Joe 2:3). They used the same word
whenever there was any allusion, however remote, to the garden of Eden
Josephus calls the gardens of Solomon, in the plural number, "Paradises" (Ant. 8:7, 3). Berosus
(B.C. cent. 4), quoted by Josephus (c. Apion, 1:20), says that the lofty garden-platforms erected at
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar were called the Suspended Paradise.

Hanging Gardens of Babylon
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, and is called suspended
Paradise.
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According to Rosenmüller (Bibl. Alterthumsk. vol. i, pt. i, p. 174):
"It corresponds to the Greek pardesa, a word appropriated to the pleasure-gardens and parks
with wild animals around the palace of the Persian monarchs. The origin of the word, however,
is to be sought with neither the Greeks nor the Hebrews, but in the languages of Eastern Asia. We
find it in Sanskrit 'paradesha', 'foreign land', a region of surpassing beauty; and the Armenian
pardes, a park or garden adjoining the house, planted with trees for use and ornament."
The name was originally applied to "the Garden of Eden" (Ge 2:8; Ge 4:16,; comp. 2:8), from the
name of the region in which it lay; an Eastern country, the first dwelling-place of Adam and Eve. It
was watered by a river which passed out from the garden, in four arms or branches (Hebr. רָאשַׁים,
heads, i.e. streams).
In the Chaldee Targums, "the Garden of Eden" is put as the exposition of heavenly
blessedness (Ps 90:17).
The Talmudical writings, cited by the elder Buxtorf (Lex. Chald. et Talm. p. 1802) and John James
Wetstein (N.T. Gr. 1:819), contain frequent references to Paradise as the immortal heaven, to
which the spirits of the just are admitted immediately upon their liberation from the body.
As I have discussed earlier, this would imply the active principle of Karma in action without any
judgement. As far as we know only two people in the history of the Biblical period attained it.
Even that is questioned by some.
The book. Zohar speaks of an earthly and a heavenly Paradise, of which the latter excels the
former "as much as darkness does light" (Schottgen, Hor. Hebr. 1:1096).

1. Allegorical Interpretation:
To the idealistic school of Alexandria, of which Philo the Jew is the representative, paradise
was nothing more than a symbol and an allegory.
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Philo (De Mundi Opif. §. 54).
"Spiritual perfection (ἀρετή) was the only paradise.
The trees that grew in it were the thoughts of the spiritual man.
The fruits which they bore were life and knowledge and immortality.
The four rivers flowing from one source are the four virtues of the later Platonists, ." The virtues of
prudence, temperance, courage, and justice;
while the main stream, of which they are branches is the generic virtue, goodness, which goeth
forth from Eden, the wisdom of God."
2. A Real Paradise of Garden on the Earth.
The rabbinical schools of Palestine presented a phase of thought the very opposite of that of
the Alexandrian writer. They had their descriptions, definite and detailed, a complete topography.
Cyclopaedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature, Volume 7 By John McClintock, James Strong

It is all on Earth or inside
Paradise, the garden of Eden, existed still, and they discussed the question of its locality. The
answers were not always consistent with each other.


It was far off in the distant East, farther than the foot of man had trod.



It was a region of the world of the dead, of Sheol, in the heart of the earth. Gehenna
was on one side, with its flames and torments. Paradise on the other, the intermediate
home of the blessed. (Comp. Wetstein, Grotius, and Schottgen, In Luc. 23.)

The patriarchs were there, Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, ready to receive their faithful
descendants into their bosoms (Joseph. De Macc. c. 13). The highest place of honor at the feast
of the blessed souls was Abraham's bosom.

Alternatively:
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Paradise was neither on the earth nor within it, but above it, in the third heaven, or in some
higher orb. .
Or
There are two paradises, the upper and the lower — one in heaven, for those who had
attained the heights of holiness —
one in earth, for those who had lived but decently
(Schottgen, Hor. Heb. in Apoc. 2:7),
The heavenly paradise was sixty times as large as the whole lower earth (Eisenmenger,
Entdecktes Judenth. 2:297). Each had seven palaces, and in each palace were its appropriate
dwellers (ibid. p. 302). As the righteous dead entered paradise, angels stripped them of their grave
clothes, arrayed them in new robes of glory, and placed on their heads diadems of gold and pearls
(ibid. p. 310). There was no night there. Its pavement was of precious stones. Plants of healing
power and wondrous fragrance grew on the banks of its streams (ibid. p. 313).
From this lower paradise the souls of the dead rose on sabbaths and on feast-days to the higher
(ibid. p. 318), where every day there was the presence of Jehovah: holding council with his saints
(ibid. p. 320). (Comp. also Schottgen, Hor. Heb. in Luc. 23.)
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CHAPTER FOUR
G'MUL - KARMA
GILGULIM - REINCARNATION

The Hell is the future abode of the wicked
It is evident that this Hell we are talking about is for an intermediate period between the death and
the final imposition of some judgement.
The first imprisonment of both the groups of people are as such not based on a judgement. Yet
we are told in Judaism that there are two containers one for the good and one for the evil ones.
What determines this separation is not based on a judgement before a judge. In Christianity it is
based on faith in Jesus while one is alive.
How is this done in Judaism?
The answer hence leads us to a law active within the creation itself without the direct intervention
of any God or any judge. It is decided by the universal law of Cause-Effect relationship. This in
fact is the foundation of Karma theory. What determines your life even today on earth is based on
your actions,- the Karma which was evidently the first stand of Judaism also. What goes around,
comes around.

You determine your life here and now;
and also the future;
before and after death also.
This is essentially based on the principle of Freedom of will that is granted to all sons of God.
God does not predestine where you will be at any time. He will graciously guide you, but he will
never force it on you. This is why God could not just forgive Adam and place him back in Eden.
This is why God cannot take an unrighteous man into heaven without his own permission..
Yearly Judgement - Rosh Hashanah - Books are opened.
Deuteronomy 11:12 states: “The eyes of God, your Lord, are upon [the land] from the beginning of
the year until the end of the year.”
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In Judaism however there is an going judgement in everyone's life. This is done once a year on
the first day of the year - on Rosh Hashanah the Jewish New Year festival which commemorates
the creation of the world. Rosh Hashanah, literally meaning the "beginning of the year". It lasts 2
days. Rosh Hashanah is the yearly judgement day, when Jews believe that God balances a
person's good deeds over the last year against their bad deeds, and decides what the next year
will be like for them. God records the judgement in the Book of Life, where he sets out who is going
to live, who is going to die, who will have a good time and who will have a bad time during the next
year. Three books are opened - The Book of Life, The Book of the Wicked, The Book of the
In-between.
In Judaism it is called G’mul means “outcome”, “response”, “payment”, “recompense”. Just as we
receive our salaries for any work done, there is a payment for anything we do. Just as the
payment is not instantaneous but is given after an interval, the consequence of your work or karma
is either paid in this life or in the life to come. But we will be paid. This is a law built into the
cosmic physical law system and is automatic. Every thing is written down in akashic record - the
spiritual book. Every action has its consequence - this is the absolute divine justice in action
automatically. This is the concept of the book of life. This is like any other physical law as gravity.
But then the ultimate cause effect is not based on individual actions but also on collective actions.
We are part of a wider cosmos and we bear the result of what it is and what it is becoming. One
of the problems which I have always had with the personal salvation concept is that it is broken
down to individual faith without the collective faith and collective actions. Jesus takes up the
church, not individuals. Without the concept of G'mul it is not possible to justify a separation of
the Sheol compartments into two - Hell and Abraham's bosom (or Paradise.)
But Judaism turns round also and says, "Not really all the time, God gives even when you are not
worthy to receive - good for the bad things you do". This introduces an additional factor beyond
the law of cosmos - the Karma. The idea at the back of it is "In the midst of the physical absolute
laws, God has built in enough uncertainty so that God acts through history as love. In his love God
overrides the Karma always to the good in his mercy. There is a period between when mercy can
be obtained - days of purification - a purgatory period.
The books and the judgement are finally sealed only on Yom Kippur which falls after two days.
This is the law of Karma in action in Judaism. This determines the next year for the person. You
have ten days to compensate and do penitence and have mercy till Yom Kippur.

On Rosh Hashana,
God writes the fate of each person for the coming year
in the book of life
God waits for ten days until Yom Kippur
to seal this fate
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Yom Kippur means “Day of Atonement,” as the verse states, “For on this day He will forgive you, to
purify you, that you be cleansed from all your sins before God.” On that day for nearly 26 hours
we “afflict our souls” and keep a fast asking forgiveness for sins of the past year.

God wants everyone to come into His Kingdom and rejoice with the whole cosmos and its creation.
Hence even in the midst of wrathful judgement, there is a period and a provision for getting mercy
and redemption. God is love and God is Our Father.
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All karma is boiled with love before it is served. The effect of Karma is a Fathers rod of
correction. This is because our cosmos is not a closed system and is still and always will be
connected to an infinite eternal power of a person. -God. This gives always another law beyond our
law in a closed system. This closed system is open and connected to an infinite source also
through a valve.
Thus the state of being within the state of "After Life world" is determined by the law of Karma - the
automatic payment system a place of reward and punishment, as a state of being that we create
by our concrete actions in this world

The only difference in the Sheol existence and after resurrection and judgement state is that the
resurrection gives a body back to the souls. The Last Judgment, Final Judgment, Day of
Judgment, Judgment Day, Doomsday, or The Day of the Lord (Hebrew Yom Ha Din) or in Arabic
Yawm al-Qiyamah or Yawm ad-Din is part of the eschatological world view of the Abrahamic
religions and in the Frashokereti of Zoroastrianism.
Here is the problem then, the later judgement after resurrection which Judaism proposes have no
place. If the judgement is automatically given soon after death why should there be a judgement
after the fact? Olam Haba is [built by] the actions of the person, which he expanded and added and
perfected into a place for himself to dwell….and so it is with the punishment of Gehenam, the sin
itself is his punishment it becomes the “space” that he will occupy during the time of his “reward”.
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It is here we see the place of Gilgulim - a possibility whereby, the ruling of the Karma court is
possibly over ruled and a new verdict could be possible.
Unlike the Indian concept and even the Orthodox Jew concept, gilgulim simply is a new birth.
This is a change in the spiritual status like the concept Christian New Birth where there is no
getting back into anew womb - as Jesus told Nicodemus. It need not necessarily mean having a
new material body - but having a new spiritual body. This concept actually was fully presented by
Jesus even though it was in place as confession, repentance and penance long before. It is this
that is pesented in the Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur days.
GILGULIM =

"You must be born again"

(John 3)

Alternatively God could have overturned some of these by his grace so that the Hell period was
sufficient to pay for the sins and the paradise period was sufficient to pay for the good things some
have done. At any rate both the paradise and the hell are a continuation of the life here and now.
Paradise is a time of returning home to the family and hell a journey away from the family of one's
own choice state.
Alternative is that Gehenna can repeat additional 11 months until the spirit is fully purged.
the judgement will be relevant to check the purification level.

Then

Otherwise the Gehenna will become eternal hell for those who would not manage to be purified in
11 months. But Judaism do permit repeat process purgation and even re-incarnation back to
earth.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
It is interesting to note that the Dravids who are of the original tribes of Abraham (the original
tribe of Keturah the second wife of Abraham and her children through Abraham later joined
them in Mohen-Jodero and Harappa which is now in Pakistan.) were the first to develop the
theory of Karma in their Upanishads. The Aryan Vedas do not present Karma though
probably they later borrowed it.
Brahmanas (commentaries on Vedas which are in Sanskrit and hence of recent origin)
postulated that rebirth in (a different) world would be for the ones who do good deeds, - the
Pardadise or Heaven. Others die and perish into hell of Yama, unable to live again. Yama is
the God of the Dead. "yama" is again simply "time". It could thus mean lost in time - die out.
Thus this is equivalent to annihilation or continued life in the hell they created. In the Aryan
Vedic concept, after the death the various parts of the body and life energy are recycled in
other life forms like vegetation and lower forms of animals and insects on the earth. The souls
cease to exist. The decayed bodies themselves serve as source of the growth of plants.
The reincarnation was central to the theology of Buddha and the ultimate aim of the humans
would be to merge back into the Godhead from which they came - the ultimate theosis.
------------------------------------------------http://www.aish.com/jl/l/a/48943926.html
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/361898/jewish/The-Purpose-of-Creation.htm
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Gilgulim - Reincanation
"The fact that reincarnation is part of Jewish tradition comes as a surprise to many people.
Nevertheless, it's mentioned in numerous places throughout the classical texts of Jewish
mysticism, starting with the preeminent sourcebook of Kabbalah, the Zohar Only the orthodox
Judaism believe in Gilgulim. Reformed and Conservative Judaism do not accept it. In the
Reformed Judaism there is only one reincarnation which is when Mesiah gives every soul or spirit
its body and place him back into the world to continue life. In contrast the Orthdox jews believe in
an ongoing birth and death until total purification is done.

=====================>
https://reformjudaism.org/blog/2012/05/10/do-jews-believe-afterlife

Belief of the Reformed Judaism is summarised by Rabbi Evan Moffic thus


There is an afterlife: Texts from every era in Jewish life identify a world where people go
when they die. In the Bible it’s an underworld called Sheol. In the rabbinic tradition it’s known
by a number of names, including the yeshiva shel mallah, the school on high. The Hebrew
word for skies, shamayim, also came to refer to heaven.



Heaven has open door policy: Heaven is not a gated community. The righteous of any
people and any faith have a place in it. Our actions, not our specific beliefs, determine our fate.
No concept of Hell exists in Judaism. The closest we get is the fate of apostate (a person who
renounces God, faith and morality in this world), who is said to be “cut off from his kin.”



The afterlife can take many forms: Professor A.J. Levine expresses this truth most
eloquently, “Jewish beliefs in the afterlife are as diverse as Judaism itself, from the traditional
view expecting the unity of flesh and spirit in a resurrected body, to the idea that we live on in
our children and grandchildren, to a sense of heaven (perhaps with lox and bagels rather than
harps and haloes).”



The afterlife is here on earth: One strand of Jewish thought sees heaven as a transitory
place where souls reside after death. They reside there until they reunite with their physical
bodies at the time when messiah comes. Rabbi Shmuley Boteach articulates this view in his
early book, The Wolf Shall Lie with the Lamb. This approach differs from reincarnation since
the return to life happens only in the messianic era, not as a regular occurrence, as in
Hinduism.



We live on through others: The Reform Jewish prayerbook expresses this idea through the
metaphor of a leaf and a tree. A leaf drops to the ground, but it nourishes the soil so more
plants and trees spring up. The same is true in our lives. We nourish the future through the
influence we have on those who follow us. It can happen in unimaginable ways."
By Rabbi Evan Moffic
<============================
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Kabballistic Gilgulim
As long as a person is unsuccessful in his purpose in this world, the Holy One, blessed be
He, uproots him and replants him over and over again. (Zohar I 186b)
All souls are subject to reincarnation; and people do not know the ways of the Holy One,
(blessed be He!) They do not know that they are brought before the tribunal both before they enter
into this world and after they leave it; they are ignorant of the many reincarnations and secret
works which they have to undergo, and of the number of naked souls, and how many naked spirits
roam about in the other world without being able to enter within the veil of the King's Palace. Men
do not know how the souls revolve like a stone that is thrown from a sling. But the time is at hand
when these mysteries will be disclosed. (Zohar II 99b)
The idea is that life is a continuing process. Even after death a resurrection brings you back and
your life continues as an independent free-willed person, whether in hell or in paradise or in some
other world.
The Zohar and related literature are filled with references to reincarnation, addressing such
questions as which body is resurrected and what happens to those bodies that did not achieve final
perfection, how many chances a soul is given to achieve completion through reincarnation,
whether a husband and wife can reincarnate together, if a delay in burial can affect reincarnation,
and if a soul can reincarnate into an animal.
Zohar in a long passage called Saba d'Mishpatim expands the idea of reincarnation, or gilgul. It
asserts that gilgul has two purposes:
a) to rectify sin
b) to acquire higher levels of soul.
Soul must be reincarnated either
because of sin or
because it failed to completely fulfill its obligations in Torah and mitzvot, or
to assist another person (such as a wife for her husband).
In extreme cases, a soul reincarnates solely to interact with one individual, a family, or community.

Moses ben Nahman, (1194-1270)commonly known as Nachmanides, and also referred to by the acronym Ramban
and by the contemporary nickname Bonastruc ça Porta, was a leading medieval Jewish scholar, Sephardic rabbi,

Isaac Luria Ashkenazi(1534 - 1572), commonly known in Jewish religious circles as "Ha'ARI", "Ha'ARI Hakadosh" [the
gholy ARI] or "ARIZaL" [the ARI, Of Blessed Memory ], was a foremost rabbi and Jewish mystics
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Reincarnation is cited by authoritative classic biblical commentators, including Ramban
(Nachmanides), Menachem Recanti and Rabbenu Bachya. Among the many volumes of the holy
Rabbi Yitzchak Luria, known as the "Ari," most of which come down to us from the pen of his
primary disciple, Rabbi Chaim Vital, are profound insights explaining issues related to
reincarnation. Indeed, his Shaar HaGilgulim, "The Gates of Reincarnation," is a book devoted
exclusively to the subject, including details regarding the soul-roots of many biblical personalities
and who they reincarnated into from the times of the Bible down to the Ari.
One of the texts the mystics like to cite as a scriptural allusion to the principle of reincarnation is the
following verse in the Book of Job:
Behold, all these things does God do
-- twice, even three times with a man -to bring his soul back from the pit
that he may be enlightened with the light of the living.
(Job 33:29)
In other words, God will allow a person to come back to the world "of the living" from "the pit"
(which is one of the classic biblical terms for Gehinnom or "Purgatory") a second and even third (or
multitude of) time(s). Generally speaking, however, this verse and others are understood by
mystics as mere allusions to the concept of reincarnation. The true authority for the concept is
rooted in the tradition.

<====================================

This is the same as the so-called doctrine of transmigration of Hinduism which teaches that the
present life is but one of an indefinite series of existences which each individual soul is destined to
pass through ; that death is only the termination of one, and the entrance upon another, of the
series.
Further, it holds that all life is one in essence; that there is no fundamental difference between the
vital principle of a human being, and that of any other living creature : so that, when a soul quits its
tenement of flesh, it may find itself next imprisoned in the body of some inferior animal ; being, in
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fact, liable to make experience of all the various forms of life, in its progress toward the final
consummation of its existence. The grade of each successive birth is regarded as determined by
the sum of merit or demerit resulting from the actions of the lives already past: a life of exceeding
folly and wickedness may condemn one to be born for myriads of years in the shape of abhorred
and grovelling animals, or among the depraved, the ignorant, and the outcast among men ; on the
other hand, it is possible to attain to such an exalted pitch of wisdom and virtue.
THE BIBLIOTHECA SACRA, No. LXI. AND BIBLICAL REPOSITORY.No. CXIII.
ON THE VEDIC DOCTRINE OF A FUTURE LIFE, WILLIAMD. WHITNEY,PROFESSOR OF SANSKRIT IN
COLLEGE. 404

YALE

<+++++++++++++++++++

“For die we must,
like water flows on the ground and that cannot be gathered up again;
and God favors not a soul,
but He devises means that he that is banished be not cast away from Him”
(II Samuel 14:14).

Citing the closing phrase of this verse as an assurance that no one banished from God by his sins
will remain banished, every soul will eventually return to God, her Father either in this incarnation
or another.
This in fact is the only process that is acceptable in a relation between God and Man as Father and
Sons. And this heaven is on earth with all having a glorified material body that is immortal.
This is the only reason why Adam was forced outside of the Eden to die, so that he can return to
his Father fully as an adult bearing His Form as son. This earthly life of Adam and his death was
just one of the re-incarnation into a world where he will die. If this death put him in Gehenna will he
need more expulsion ending in a second death and more? "that he who is banished is not cast
away from Him"
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It is from this concept the Roman Catholic Church developed the concept of Purgatory. Without
an intermediate Purgatorial process the placement of a judgement after the Sheolic state is
meaningless.
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/heaven-and-hell-in-jewish-tradition/

"When a person dies, he is punished for all of his sins even before entering Purgatory. There are
many types of punishment, all of which are called 'gilgulim', through which a person can
reincarnate: into domaim [mineral], tzomai'och [vegetation], chai [inanimate], or into midabair
[another person]. Just about everyone must undergo these gilgulim.
The reason is because a person cannot receive punishment until he exists physically in a body
with a soul, at which time he can bear and feel pain and atone for his sins. The extent to which a
person sins determines the type of gilgul he will have to undergo, either as something from the
tzomai'och [domain], or as chai, etc.
Thus, even righteous people and Torah scholars can reincarnate in this manner for having
committed sins in their lifetimes, after which time they will ascend to the level befitting them. The
sin must be removed, for G d does not disregard [any of them], since He operates according to
judgment. Even should the person be completely righteous, He will not accept any 'bribe' from him
- even a mitzvah.
Also, when a person wants to ascend to a higher level he is sent back [to this world] and
reincarnates in one of the manners mentioned above, if he still has a particular sin to purge."
https://www.chabad.org/kabbalah/article_cdo/aid/1430515/jewish/Forms-Of-Gilgulim-223.htm

Historical Background
First Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC, several of the classical Israelite prophets
(Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah) began forecasting a better future for their people. However, with
repeated military defeats and episodes of exile and dislocation culminating in the destruction of the
Second Temple in 70 CE, Jewish thinkers began to lose hope in any immediate change, instead
investing greater expectations in a messianic future and in life after death.
This was coupled with the introduction into Judaism of Hellenistic notions of the division of the
material, perishable body and the spiritual, eternal soul.
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The catastrophe of 70 CE caused a theological crisis. How could it be that the God of Israel would
simply allow His sanctuary to be destroyed and His people to be vanquished at the hands of the
Roman Empire? While the rabbis often claimed that it was the Israelites’ sinfulness that led God to
allow it to be defeated (mi–p’nei hataeinu, “because of our sins”), it was more difficult to explain
why good and decent individual Jews were made to suffer.
This led to the development of another theological claim.
Rabbi Ya’akov taught:
This world is compared to an ante-chamber that leads to Olam Ha–Ba, (the World-to-Come)”
(Pirkei Avot 4:21). That is, while a righteous person might suffer in this lifetime, he or she will
certainly be rewarded in the next world, and that reward will be much greater."
In fact, in some cases, the rabbis claim that the righteous are made to suffer in this world so
that their reward will be much greater in the next (Leviticus Rabbah 27:1). These type of thinking is
the foundation of the Roman Catholic doctrine of Purgatory.

So we see a spectrum of meaning in the designation sheol:
A place where all the dead go
A place where the good and bad people are kept separate.
No torment or torment both are possible.
Are the wicked annihilated?
We cannot really make any sure assertion.
Is this a place of purification place- a Purgatory?
Is it a place from where Re-incarnation, transmigration take place?
how is this accomplished?
Another chance, another life or just repentance?
There are versus to support all the above.
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CHAPTER FIVE
ZORASTRIAN INFLUENCE

The religion of ancient Persia was founded by Zoroaster; one of the world's great faiths that bears
the closest resemblance to Judaism and Christianity. According to the tradition in the Parsee
books, Zoroaster was born in 660 B.C. and died in 583; but many scholars claim that he must have
flourished at a much earlier time. All investigators, however, are agreed that his teachings were
generally in force throughout Iran before the time of the Jewish Captivity
Zoroaster was originally a Magian priest, and it is from this group, the Magi - Kings from the East
came to see baby Jesus following astral signs led by the star. Zoroastrian eschatological
teachings-the fight between good and evil, freewill of man, the coming of a Messiah, the
resurrection of the dead, and the life everlasting are nearly identical to Christianity.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------https://www.greenwichtime.com/opinion/article/Syncretism-and-the-Zoroastrian-influence-on-4732682.php
Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz is senior sabbi at Temple Sholom of Greenwich, co-founder of the Sholom Center for
Interfaith Learning and Fellowship and a past-president of the Greenwich Fellowship of Clergy For an archive of past
Greenwich Citizen Columns, please visit www.templesholom.com.2013
http://www.hinduwebsite.com/zoroastrianism/afterlife.asp
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Zoroastrianism
https://www.theosophical.org/publications/quest-magazine/42-publications/quest-m%20agazine/1231-zoroastrianismhistory-beliefs-and-practices
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/15283-zoroastrianism
http://www.sullivan-county.com/news/mine/jud_zor.htm
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Judaism, Christianity and Zoroastrianism are similar in their cosmological ideas. The six days of
Creation in Genesis finds a parallel in the six periods of Creation described in the Zoroastrian
scriptures. Mankind, according to each religion, is descended from a single couple, and Mashya
(man) and Mashyana (women) are the Iranian Adam and Eve. the Flood story is nearly identical
Avestan story
Thus it is not surprising to see that they were all based on similar revelations.
The Babylonian army conquered the Southern Kingdom in 586 BCE. Jerusalem was destroyed.
The Judah were taken into captivity to Babylon.
The development of the concept of heaven and hell materialized only after the Babylonian exile
and return to Jerusalem. The pre-exilic Biblical books do not make reference to "afterlife."
"The early Jews were not monotheists but henotheists or even outright polytheists. They had one
central god but believed in other gods. "Thou shalt have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3).
This was the tribal god, often bloodthirsty and murderous who not only (they claimed) ordered the
killing of women and children, but also even directly murdered the first born of Egypt. Every tribe
seemed to have their own god. This was no God of love or compassion, but a god of survival."
http://www.sullivan-county.com/news/mine/jud_zor.htm

The early Israelite theology was simply that, we came from dust and would return to dust. With the
first exile Jewish nation got immersed in the religion of the Persian Empire and Zoroastrianism and
there arose many doctrinal finalization. . They were both monotheistic religion and hence could
see eye to eye resulting in Cyrus allowing them to return and rebuild their nation.
Hence Judaism assimilated the idea that :"personal and individual immortality is always offered to
the righteous."

Origin of the word Pardesa
The origin of the word "paradise" is Persian, and the afterlife concept is transferred to
post-exilic Judaism. The paradise garden is a form of garden of Old Iranian origin, specifically
Achaemenid. Originally denominated by a single noun denoting "a walled-in compound or
garden", separating it from "pairi" ("around") with a "daeza" or "diz" ("wall", "brick", or "shape"),
Xenophon Grecized the Persian phrase "pairi-daeza" into "Paradeisos". Some people even today
refer to Eden as Parudeesa.

40

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

So the assumption was that the righteous will return to Eden and will have the Father to
Son/Daughter relationship with the Father God
Life after Death according to Zoroastrian tradition
Automatic separation through programmed Bridge
According to the Zoroastrian tradition, after the death of the body, the soul remains in this world for
three days and nights, in the care of Sraosha, one of the Yazatas or angels. During this period,
prayers are said and rituals performed to assure a safe passage of the soul into the spiritual realm.
On the dawn of the fourth day, the spirit is believed to have crossed over to the other world, where
it arrives at the allegorical Chinvat Bridge- “bridge of judgment” .

The cross over has various versions. In one version, at the Chinvat Bridge, the soul meets a
maiden who is the embodiment of all the good words, thoughts, and deeds of its preceding life. If
the soul has led a righteous life (one in accord with the divine Plan), the maiden appears in a
beautiful form. If not, she appears as an ugly hag. This image, fair or foul, confronts the soul, and
the soul acknowledges that the image is an embodiment of its own actions and thereby judges
itself, knowing whether it is worthy to cross over the bridge to the other side or must return
to earth to learn further lessons. (reincarnation)
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By another account, after the soul meets its own image, it appears before a heavenly tribunal,
where divine justice is administered. Good souls go to a heaven called Vahishta Ahu, the Excellent
Abode. Evil souls are consigned to a hell called Achista Ahu, the Worst Existence.
One account reflects a belief in reincarnation; the other does not.
In the oldest Zoroastrian scriptures, heaven and hell are not places, but states of mind that result
from right or wrong choices. Zoroaster spoke of the House of Lies and the House of Song, to
which souls are sent. Some say that the fall of the soul into the House of Lies means a return of the
soul to earth, the realm of unreality or lies.
The souls will remain in their respective abodes until the end of the current cycle of time. At the end
of it there will be a Judgment Day, when God will revive all the dead souls and review their actions
once again. This gives our resurrection of the dead both righteous and unrighteous unto a final
judgement seat - the white throne Judgement. Those who were on the side of the good and God
will be rewarded with an eternal heavenly life, while the rest will be consigned to a world of torment
again.
As distinct from Judaism this is the resurrection of all the dead to universal purification and renewal
of the world. In the frashokereti doctrine, the final renovation of the universe is when evil will be
destroyed, and everything else will be then in perfect unity with God (Ahura Mazda).
The doctrinal premises are
(1) good will eventually prevail over evil;
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(2) creation was initially perfectly good, but was subsequently corrupted by evil;
(3) the world will ultimately be restored to the perfection it had at the time of creation;
(4) the "salvation for the individual depended on the sum of [that person's] thoughts, words and
deeds, and there could be no intervention, whether compassionate or capricious, by any divine
being to alter this.
" Thus, each human bears the responsibility for the fate of his own soul, and simultaneously shares
in the responsibility for the fate of the world. It is not difficult to see that Judaism had adopted the
same doctrines as those of the Zorastrians which had been transmitted to Christians partially. It
is generally believed that the concept of Heaven and Hell were taken over and syncretised soon
after the exile of Israel into Babylon.
According to the tradition in the Parsee books, Zoroaster was born in 660 B.C. and died in 583; but
many scholars claim that he must have flourished at a much earlier time. Zoroaster's birth is dated
between 1500 and 1200 B.C. All investigators, however, are agreed that his teachings were
generally in force throughout Iran before the time of the Jewish Captivity. His name in its ancient
form in the Avesta is "Zarathustra,"

"When the influence of Zoroastrianism on Judaism and Christianity is studied, time and again we
return to:
First, the figure of Satan, originally a servant of God, appointed by Him as His prosecutor, came
more and more to resemble Ahriman, the enemy of God.
Secondly, the figure of the Messiah, originally a future King of Israel who would save his people
from oppression, evolved, in Deutero-Isaiah for instance, into a universal Savior very similar to
the Iranian Saoshyant.
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Other points of comparison between Iran and Israel include


the doctrine of the millennia;



the Last Judgment; the heavenly book in which human actions are inscribed;



the Resurrection; the final transformation of the earth; paradise on earth or in heaven;
and hell."
by J. Duchesne-Guillemin

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/15283-zoroastrianism

Islamic version of Judgment and Paradise.
Islam was essentially a return from the Christian modification on Jewish faith and developed as a
strict monotheistic tradition. Most of the teachings are similar to the Jewish teachings. Islam
originated in Mecca and Medina at the start of the 7th century. In 610 CE, Muhammad began
receiving his revelations. The major difference in the Abrahamic religions lie in their approach to
who God is. Islam considers God as Master and humans as the Slaves.
Afterlife will start with the "Day of the Arising" and a trumpet blast which will wake the dead from
their graves. "When all created beings, including men, angels, jinn, devils and animals gather and
sweat unshaded from the sun the Perspiration will follow. Sinners and unbelievers will suffer and
sweat longer on this day, which lasts for "50,000 years". God will judge each soul, accept no
excuses, and examine every act and intention—no matter how small. It is believed those whose
good deeds outweigh the bad will be assigned to Jannah (heaven), and those whose bad deeds
outweigh the good to Jahannam.(Hell). Finally the souls will traverse over hellfire via the bridge of
sirat.
The sirat is a long and narrow bridge that everyone will have to pass through before entering
Heaven. It is believed to be a “bridge over Hell”. It has been said that this bridge will be a reflection
of ones life in this world (Dunyia). The more a person saves himself from evil actions the more it
will be easier for him to pass over it.
Narrated by Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri: We, the companions of the Prophet asked: "O Allah's Apostle!
What is the bridge?'

https://www.ummah.com/forum/forum/general/the-lounge/291602-the-sirat-bridge
www.myreligionislam.com › Belief in the Last Day › Paradise and Hell
www.islamicinsights.com › Religion
https://askaquestionto.us/question-answer/thehereafter/what-is-sirat-bridge
https://askaquestionto.us/question-answer/thehereafter/what-is-sirat-bridg
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Allah's Apostle said, "It is a slippery (bridge) on which there are clamps and (Hooks like) a thorny
seed that is wide at one side and narrow at the other and has thorns with bent ends. Such a thorny
seed is found in Najd and is called As-Sa'dan. Some of the believers will cross the bridge as
quickly as the wink of an eye, some others as quick as lightning, a strong wind, fast horses or
she-camels. So some will be safe without any harm; some will be safe after receiving some
scratches, and some will fall down into Hell. The last person will cross by being dragged over the
bridge." (Sahih Bukhari- Volume 9, Book 93, Number 532)
These hooks will snatch the people according to their deeds.

The bridge is like a hair split into seven parts and sharp as a sharp razor

Some people will be ruined because of their evil deeds, and some will be cut into pieces and fall
down in hell, but will be saved afterwards, when Allah has finished the judgments among His
slaves, and intends to take out of the Fire whoever He wishes to take out from among those who
used to testify that none had the right to be worshipped but Allah.” (Sahi Bukhari- Volume 8, Book
76, Number 577)
The Sirat is thinner than a hair and sharper than a sword. Angels will try hard to save Believers.
Jabrail 'alaihis-salam will grip my waist, and I will pray, "O my Lord! Give salvation to my nation and
rescue them." On that day many people who will slip and fall.) [Bayhaqi] 'We were informed that
the Siraat is a walking distance of 15000 years: 5000 years climbing up, 5000 years getting down,
and 5000 years walking on the surface (lengthwise), and it is thinner than a hair and sharper than a
knife, placed on Hellfire.' [Ibn 'Asaakir]
Abu Sa'id al Khudri reported Allah's Messenger as saying: "When the believers pass safely over
(the bridge across) Hell, they will be stopped at a bridge between Hell and Paradise where they will
retaliate against one another for the injustices done among them in the world, and when they are
purified of all their sins, they will be admitted to Paradise. By Him in Whose hands the life of
Muhammad is, everybody will recognize his dwelling in Paradise better than he recognizes his
dwelling in this world." (Sahih al-Bukhari, Fath Al-Bari)
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The bridge is the judgement which is to be crossed soon after the resurrection.
After Crossing the Bridge
When Believers cross the Sirat, they will come across two springs. They will have a bath from one
of the springs and will drink from the other. Thus, after attaining material and spiritual purity, they
will come to the gate of Paradise. Angels will say, as it is stated in Zumar Sura,"Peace be upon
you. Welcome! Enter here eternally." The believers will enter Paradise and they will be of the
shape and image of their father, Adam, sixty cubits in height. Then they will be clothed garments
of Paradise, and all of them will go into Paradise. INSHALLAH!!
Notice that even from the Hell some will have opportunity to get to heaven. Only the worst will be
left forever. There is also a purgaorial path instead of the Sirat bridge where a punitive time is
served and compensations of sins are made who will then walk into the paradise.

Jahannam etymologically related to Hebrew Gehennom and refers to an afterlife place of
punishment for evildoers. The punishments are carried in accordance with the degree of evil one
has done during ones life. In Quran, Jahannam is also referred as al-Nar ("The Fire"), Jaheem
("Blazing Fire" ), Hatamah ("That which Breaks to Pieces" ), Haawiyah ("The Abyss" ),
Ladthaa , Sa’eer ("The Blaze" ), Saqar and also the names of different gates to hell.
According to Quran Surah 11:119, Jahannam is for both evil among the Jinn and humans.
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CHAPTER SIX
JEWISH TWO AGE MODEL
The Jewish Two Age Model with intermediate Messianic Age

The above diagram is a summary of the Judaic life scheme. At the end of the present period of
life a person dies and goes to Sheol where his spirit remains asleep. At the end of the Messianic
age all the dead both righteous and unrighteous will be resurrected by giving them a material body
akin their own and are made to appear before the throne of judgment. If they are found worthy of
the eternal life they goes on to live in the Gan Eden and can eat from the tree of life. If they are
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found wanting a period probation to make up the deficit is given in the GeHanna for a period of 12
months (usually) at the end of which if they are found worthy they go into the Gan Eden, If not
depending on their status they may continue in the GeHenna or as for the most wicked they as
annihilated separating body and soul.
As discussed previously there are difference in the period of probation as it can be repeated ages
after ages till they are fully acceptable and worthy of the Gan Eden and fellowship with God.
Others maintain that the unrighteous if found unworthy are annihilated after the 12 months.

==================================>
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Glossary/Hebrew_Glossary_-_O/hebrew_glossary_-_o.html

What the next world is, however, is far from clear.
Olam HaZeh-

העולם הזה- means "this world".

Olam Hazeh - This world; this present age. According to the sages the Olam Hazeh will endure
for 6000 years from the time of the impartation of the neshman (soul) to Adam in the Garden of
Eden to the coming of the Messiah (the idea that there are 6000 years comes from that fact that
there are 6 Alephs in the first verse of Tanakh, and each aleph represenets the numer 1000.)
The Olam Hazeh is sometimes divided into three distinct periods:
1. the Age of Tohu - The age of desolation. The first 2000 years of the Olam, I.e from the fall of
Adam until the calling of Abraham
2. The Age of Torah - The age of instruction, During this age, each of us is given the opportunity
to honor the Name of the Lord, by performing mitzvot and learning Torah. This is the time of
"schooling" before the Messiah
3. The Age of Messiah - "Yemot Hamashiach" or the Messianic Era. This is the period of time
when the spirit of Messiah will usher in Yon YHVH, the "Day of the Lord", and the sabbatical
millennium, the 1000 year reign of King Messiah will commence. Prior to the arrival of the
Messiah, however is the "time of Jacob's trouble," a period of tribulation and distress for Israel.

Olam Habbah
The world to come; the place of Reward for the Righteous. This term is also used to refer to the
Messiahnic Age.
Olam Habbah is sometimes divided into two distinct periods.
1. The World of Souls - "Sheol" Concurrent with the Olam Hazeh this is considered to be the
place the soul's go after death. This seems to be a disembodied state of preparation for
reunification with body.
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2. The World of Resurrection - Olam Ha -techiah
For the righteous, this is the utopic world of future which "no eye hath seen" (Sanhedrin 99a, ! Cor
2:9). In this future state, the body ans soul are reunited to live eternally in perfection. The
world of Resurrection is thus the ultimate reward, the "new heavens and new earth" envisioned by
the prophets. The wicked and unbelieving, however, are consigned to Gehenna, a place of
torment "
When the olam hazeh (this world / this age) is coming to an end and olam haba (the world to come)
is about to begin. According to Webster's New World Hebrew dictionary, olam haba also means
Heaven or Paradise. The rabbis use the term Olam Ha-Ba to refer to a heaven-like afterlife as well
as to the messianic era or the age of resurrection, and it is often difficult to know which one is
being referred to. When the does speak of Olam Ha-Ba in connection to the afterlife, it often uses it
interchangeably with the term Gan Eden (“the Garden of Eden”), referring to a heavenly realm
where souls reside after physical death.
One general definition of the word olam: “What is hidden; specially hidden time, long; the
beginning or end of which is either uncertain or else not defined; eternity, perpetuity.” (Gesenius’
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, pg 612, by H.W.F. Gesenius) Hence the
beginning and the end of these ages are undefined and depends on how history turns out to be.

In contemporary Judaism, the traditional, mainstream view of resurrection is maintained by the
orthodox, but generally not by the non-orthodox. Outside the orthodox fold, ordinary believers often
accept the notion of an immortal soul, not unlike the notion held by most Christians. Many also
accepted reincarnation. And many secular and Reform Jews continue to view themselves as part
of the tradition of Judaism, without adhering to any sort of afterlife belief.

In Hebrew there is no word for eternity?
There is no word for eternity in Hebrew language also. Olam only means a period. Life is one
period after another. In Judaism we have only two periods as we have seen. It is continuous life
and you make tomorrow.

=============================>
"The pure idea of eternity is too abstract to have been conceived in the early ages of the world, and
accordingly is ; not found expressed by any word in the ancient languages.
But as cultivation
advanced and this idea. became more distinctly developed, it became necessary in order to
express it to invent new words in a new sense, as was done with the words eternitas, perennitas
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etc, The Hebrews were destitute of any single word to express endless duration. To express a past
eternity they said before the world was ; a future,when the world shall be no more. . . . The
Hebrews and other ancient people have no one word for expressing the precise idea of
eternity……………..
I pause here long enough to raise this question : Is it‘ possible that our heavenly Father had
created a world of endless torture, to which his children for thousands of years were crowding in
myriads, and that he not Only had not revealed the fact to them, but was so shortsighted that he
had not given them a word to express the fact, or even a capacity sufficient to bring the idea of the
eternal suffering to which they were liable, within the compass of their cognition? He created the
horse for man's use, and created man capable of comprehending the horse; he surrounded him
with multitudes of animate and inanimate objects, each of which he could name and comprehend,
but the most important subject of all—-one which must be believed in, or eternal woe is the penalty,
he not only had no name for, out was incapable of the faintest conception of the mere fact! Would,
or could a good Father be guilty of such an omission?
The Greek Word Aiōn-aiōnios, Translated Everlasting - Eternal in the Holy Bible, Shown to Denote Limited Duration –
John Wesley Hanson

<=============================================
Remember that God made the world with Hebrew letters by his words and it does not
contain a word for eternity either as reward in heaven or as punishment in hell.
Resurrection and Reincarnation
https://ohr.edu/5887

Belief in the eventual resurrection of the dead is a fundamental belief of traditional Judaism. It was
a belief that distinguished the Pharisees (intellectual ancestors of Rabbinical Judaism) from the
Sadducees. The Sadducees rejected the concept, because it is not explicitly mentioned in the
Torah. The Pharisees found the concept implied in certain verses.
Belief in resurrection of the dead is one of Rambam's 13 Principles of Faith. The second blessing
of the Shemoneh Esrei prayer, which is recited three times daily, goes as follows, Note that it
contains several references to resurrection.
"You, O Lord, are mighty forever, You are the Reviver of the dead, You are greatlv able to save.*
You sustain the living in lovingkindness, You revive the dead with greatcompassion, You support
the falling, heal the sick, set free the bound and keep faith with those who sleep in the dust. Who is
like You, O Master of mightv deeds? Who compares to You, a king who puts to death and restores
to life, and brings forth salvation? And You are faithful to revive the dead. Blessed are You, O Lord,
who revives the dead."
(Note: the Reform movement, which apparently rejects this belief, has rewritten the second
blessing accordingly).
As a result of the first sin all of Mankind became blemished together with Adam; all must take part
in repairing the damage. If Mankind was to live forever in this new state, Man would remain
imperfect forever. So, G-d, in His infinite wisdom, decreed that Man must die, for only through
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death and decay could the body and soul acquire their full tikun (repair) and eventually regain the
perfection (shleimut) that was once theirs.
After the sin, the body became much more attached to evil, and the soul's job of refining and
elevating the physical body became so difficult that one lifetime would no longer be enough.
The world at large was also affected by Man's sin and must also be fixed.
This is the deeper meaning of what the Sages say, that the world will be for six thousand years,
then for one thousand years the world will be desolate, and then G-d will rebuild the world anew.
At that time G-d will resurrect the dead, reuniting body and soul. In this new state the soul will be
able to purify the body completely, resulting in their total unification.
Body and soul will then both partake of the eternal life of reward which was intended from the
beginning
The use of the term Gan Eden to describe “heaven” suggests that the rabbis conceived of the
afterlife as a return to the blissful existence of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden before the
“fall.” It is generally believed that in Gan Eden the human soul exists in a disembodied state until
the time of bodily resurrection in the days of the Messiah.<========================
https://www.jewishboston.com/ive-always-read-that-jews-dont-believe-in-the-concept-of-hell-is-tha
t-true/
Although there are strains of modern Judaism that would argue against life after death, the
vast majority of Judaism, Jewish history, Jewish theology and Jews themselves
unequivocally believed in Olam Habah—the world to come.
Yes, there is heaven. Although the Hebrew Bible devotes little time to speculating upon it, the
Jewish tradition is replete with varying efforts and depictions of what the “world to come” might be.
Some notions imagine God as Avenu Malkenu (Our Father and King) sitting in judgment, delivering
reward or punishment within the heavenly court. Others imagine a supernal Beit Midrash (House of
Study) where the Tzaddikim (Righteous) study Torah all “day” long. The more mystical Jewish
traditions envision a ladder of consciousness, at the very top of which resides the ineffable: God
beyond description. As you descend down the ladder, distinction sets in with arch-angels, angels,
spirits and other divine beings all the way down to this world, where souls are coming and going,
entering this world and leaving this world (and even a Jewish notion of reincarnation—returning to
this world once again).
Yes, Judaism believes in “heaven,” and yes, Judaism also believes in “hell.”
Again, there is no one depiction of the world on high, so too “the world below” is equally nuanced,
sophisticated and diverse in description. The Torah refers to a place called “Sheol,” originally a
physical location and later a spiritual destination for sinners and troubled souls. Some, particularly
the Kabbalists, viewed Sheol as a necessary stopping point for all souls on their journey from this
world to the next, a place to work through the sins of this life. Later, the Jewish mystical tradition
expanded upon this notion, describing an even more complex version called “Gehinom.” Whereas
some souls ascend straight to the Garden of Eden on High, the vast majority of souls have some
length of a layover, most less than 12 months, at airport Gehinom—a place to work through life’s
hangovers as they prepare for Olam Habah. The truly evil, however, are either eternally dammed
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to Gehinom or disposed of into the cosmic evil trash heap. Thankfully, according to this view, for
most of us it is just a matter of time before we’re on the next flight out (or up), en route to, yes,
heaven.

Maimonides also referred to by the acronym
Rambam for Rabbeinu Mōšeh bēn Maimon,
"Our Rabbi Moses son of Maimon"
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================================>

http://www.jewfaq.org/olamhaba.htm

Olam Ha-Ba: The Afterlife
Level: Basic
Judaism believes in an afterlife but has little dogma about it
The Jewish afterlife is called Olam Ha-Ba (The World to Come)
Resurrection and reincarnation are within the range of traditional Jewish belief
Temporary (but not eternal) punishment after death is within traditional belief
Traditional Judaism firmly believes that death is not the end of human existence.
However, because Judaism is primarily focused on life here and now rather than on the afterlife,
Judaism does not have much dogma about the afterlife, and leaves a great deal of room for
personal opinion. It is possible for an Orthodox Jew to believe that the souls of the righteous dead
go to a place similar to the Christian heaven, or that they are reincarnated through many
lifetimes, or that they simply wait until the coming of the messiah, when they will be resurrected.
Likewise, Orthodox Jews can believe that the souls of the wicked are tormented by demons of their
own creation, or that wicked souls are simply destroyed at death, ceasing to exist.
The resurrection of the dead will occur in the messianic age, a time referred to in Hebrew as
the Olam Ha-Ba, the World to Come, but that term is also used to refer to the spiritual afterlife.
When the messiah comes to initiate the perfect world of peace and prosperity, the righteous dead
will be brought back to life and given the opportunity to experience the perfected world that their
righteousness helped to create. The wicked dead will not be resurrected.
There are some mystical schools of thought that believe resurrection is not a one-time event,
but is an ongoing process. The souls of the righteous are reborn in to continue the ongoing
process of tikkun olam, mending of the world. Some sources indicate that reincarnation is a
routine process, while others indicate that it only occurs in unusual circumstances, where the soul
left unfinished business behind. Belief in reincarnation is also one way to explain the traditional
Jewish belief that every Jewish soul in history was present at Sinai and agreed to the covenant
with G-d. (Another explanation: that the soul exists before the body, and these unborn souls were
present in some form at Sinai). Belief in reincarnation is commonly held by many Chasidic sects,
as well as some other mystically-inclined Jews.
The spiritual afterlife is referred to in Hebrew as Olam Ha-Ba (oh-LAHM hah-BAH), the World to
Come, although this term is also used to refer to the messianic age. The Olam Ha-Ba is another,
higher state of being.
In the Mishnah, one rabbi says, "This world is like a lobby before the Olam Ha-Ba. Prepare yourself
in the lobby so that you may enter the banquet hall." Similarly, the Talmud says, "This world is like
the eve of Shabbat, and the Olam Ha-Ba is like Shabbat. He who prepares on the eve of Shabbat
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will have food to eat on Shabbat." We prepare ourselves for the Olam Ha-Ba through Torah study
and good deeds.
The Talmud states that all Israel has a share in the Olam Ha-Ba. However, not all "shares" are
equal. A particularly righteous person will have a greater share in the Olam Ha-Ba than the
average person. In addition, a person can lose his share through wicked actions. There are many
statements in the Talmud that a particular mitzvah will guarantee a person a place in the Olam
Ha-Ba, or that a particular sin will lose a person's share in the Olam Ha-Ba, but these are generally
regarded as hyperbole, excessive expressions of approval or disapproval.
"Some people look at these teachings and deduce that Jews try to "earn our way into Heaven" by
performing the mitzvot. This is a gross mis-characterization of our religion. It is important to
remember that unlike some religions, Judaism is not focused on the question of how to get into
heaven. Judaism is focused on life and how to live it. Non-Jews frequently ask me, "do you really
think you're going to go to Hell if you don't do such-and-such?" It always catches me a bit off
balance, because the question of where I am going after death simply doesn't enter into the
equation when I think about the mitzvot. We perform the mitzvot because it is our privilege and our
sacred obligation to do so. We perform them out of a sense of love and duty, not out of a desire to
get something in return. In fact, one of the first bits of ethical advice in Pirkei Avot (a book of the
Mishnah) is: "Be not like servants who serve their master for the sake of receiving a reward;
instead, be like servants who serve their master not for the sake of receiving a reward, and let the
awe of Heaven [meaning G-d, not the afterlife] be upon you."
Nevertheless, we definitely believe that your place in the Olam Ha-Ba is determined by a merit
system based on your actions, not by who you are or what religion you profess. In addition, we
definitely believe that humanity is capable of being considered righteous in God's eyes, or at least
good enough to merit paradise after a suitable period of purification.
Do non-Jews have a place in Olam Ha-Ba? Although there are a few statements to the contrary in
the Talmud, the predominant view of Judaism is that the righteous of all nations have a share in the
Olam Ha-Ba. Statements to the contrary were not based on the notion that membership in Judaism
was required to get into Olam Ha-Ba, but were grounded in the observation that non-Jews were
not righteous people. If you consider the behavior of the surrounding peoples at the time that the
Talmud was written, you can understand the rabbis' attitudes. By the time of Rambam, the belief
was firmly entrenched that the righteous of all nations have a share in the Olam Ha-Ba.

<==================================
Pharisees
The first-century Jewish historian Flavius Josephus stated that the Pharisees, the Jewish sect that
founded rabbinic Judaism to which Paul once belonged, believed in reincarnation. He writes that
the Pharisees believed the souls of evil men are punished after death. The souls of good men
are "removed into other bodies" and they will "have power to revive and live again."
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Prophets were reborn: Principle of Reincarnation.
From time to time in Jewish history, there had been an insistent belief that their prophets were
reborn. Reincarnation was part of the Jewish dogmas, being taught under the name of
"resurrection". On the other hand it can be interpreted just as the continuation of the Spirit of the
Prophets. We have strong evidence in Elisha's request for double the spirit of Elijah when Elijah
was taken away in the chariot. Thus in this case certainly we have no reason to suppose that
prophets came back to life.
2 Kings 2:9When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for you before I
am taken from you." And Elisha said, "Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me." 10He
said, "You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall
be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so."…
At least the spirit of prophecy was a transferable gift.
Saducees
Sadducees, who believed that everything ended with death, did not accept the idea of
reincarnation.
Essenes
Jewish ideas included the concept that people could live again without knowing exactly the
manners by which this could happen.
Josephus records that the Essenes of the Dead Sea Scrolls lived "the same kind of life" as the
followers of Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher who taught reincarnation. According to Josephus,
the Essenes believed that the soul is both immortal and preexistent, necessary for tenets for belief
in reincarnation.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls prove that the Jewish mystical tradition of divine union went back to the first,
perhaps even the third century B.C.E. Jewish mysticism has its origins in Greek mysticism, a
system of belief which included reincarnation. Among the Dead Sea Scrolls, some of the hymns
found are similar to the Hekhaloth hymns of the Jewish mystics. One text of hymns gives us clear
evidence of Jewish mysticism. The text is called "Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice." Fragments of 1
Enoch, which is considered the oldest text of Jewish mysticism, were also found with the Scrolls.
Since evidence shows Jewish mysticism existed in the third century B.C.E., as Enoch indicates,
then it would certainly have existed in first-century Israel.
Kabbalists
Kabbalah is an esoteric method, discipline, and school of thought that originated in Judaism. A traditional Kabbalist in
Judaism is called a Mekubbal. Kabbalah is the ancient Jewish tradition of mystical interpretation of the Bible, first
transmitted orally and using esoteric methods (including ciphers). It reached the height of its influence in the later
Middle Ages and remains significant today in Hasidism.

Kabbalists are people who strongly supports the concept of reincarnation of people till they are
made perfect for the entry into paradise.
Reincarnation has been a belief for thousands of years for orthodox Jews. The Zohar is a
book of great authority among Kabbalistic Jews. It states the following:
"All souls are subject to revolutions. Men do not know the way they have been judged in all
time." (Zohar II, 199b). That is, in their "revolutions" they lose all memory of the actions that
led to their being judged.
Another Kabbalistic book, the Kether Malkuth states:
"If she, the soul, be pure, then she shall obtain favor... but if she has been defiled, then she
shall wander for a time in pain and despair... until the days of her purification." (Kether
Malkuth)
How can the soul be defiled before birth? Where does the soul wander if not on this or some other
world until the days of her purification? The rabbis explained this verse to mean that the defiled
soul wanders down from paradise through many births until the soul regained its purity.
In the Talmud, "gilgul neshamot" (i.e., reincarnation) is constantly mentioned. The term
literally means "the judgment of the revolutions of the souls." In this view, people who had
committed extraordinary sins were given an opportunity to return to life in order to set things right.
More particularly, they were reincarnated in circumstances similar to those of their previous
incarnation. Thus, Moses and Jethro, for example, were supposed to be the gilgulim of Cain and
Abel.
Rabbi Manasseh ben Israel (1604-1657), one of the most revered Rabbis in Israel, states in his
book entitled Nishmat Hayyim:
"The belief or the doctrine of the transmigration of souls is a firm and infallible dogma accepted by
the whole assemblage of our church with one accord, so that there is none to be found who would
dare to deny it ... Indeed, there is a great number of sages in Israel who hold firm to this doctrine so
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that they made it a dogma, a fundamental point of our religion. We are therefore in duty bound to
obey and to accept this dogma with acclamation ... as the truth of it has been incontestably
demonstrated by the Zohar, and all books of the Kabalists." (Nishmat Hayyim)
This then is a statement of universal salvation whereby God the Father disciplines his children and
brings them all back home purified into the family. This is not considered a new thought but existed
as oral teachings at least since the time of Moses.
https://www.near-death.com/religion/judaism/afterlife-beliefs.html
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CHAPTER SEVEN
THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF HELL
https://bible.org/seriespage/3-sadducees
https://www.interfaithfamily.com/life_cycle/death_and_mourning/jewish_views_on_the_afterlife/
https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/.premium-what-is-the-jewish-afterlife-like-1.5362876
http://www.what-the-hell-is-hell.com/HellStudy/HellChart.html
http://www.what-the-hell-is-hell.com/HellStudy/HellCharts.htm
http://www.what-the-hell-is-hell.com/HellStats/hell.htm

Theology of Hell
Just as in Judaism, Christians of various denominations differ considerable in their theology on
Hell. Apart from the heritage from Judaism, the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles and later
developments had different levels of interpretations and meanings.
New Testament:
In the New Testament, there are three words from the original Greek which have been translated
into English as “Hell.” These are:

γε‘εννα (gehenna): A Hellenized version of the Hebrew Hinnom, which is both a name and
a place in the Levant. It was here that King Ahaz burnt his children in fire, and made other profane
offerings, for which YHWH arranged his defeat (2 Ch 28:1-5). Often this valley is referred to as the
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valley of “the sons of Hinnom,” or Ben-Hinnom in Hebrew. References to Gehenna, then, generally
allude to the fires of profane sacrificial practices. The implication is that someone who is
burned in Gehenna is being offered up to some other God — or to no God. This is the word most
commonly used in the New Testament as “hell.” Note that in ancient Judaism, even in the
Hellenized Judaism of the 1st century, the crime of King Ahaz was still regarded with some
horror — thus, the name of Gehenna was treated with trepidation and fear.

‘αδης (hades): This is the name of the Greek god of the underworld, as well as the name of
his underworld domain. Much of the time the god Hades was seen as the underworld equivalent of
Zeus, who at least theoretically ruled above ground. However, there appear to be portions of the
underworld beyond his control, or with which he does not involve himself. In Hellenistic literature
the word hades was used to mean a variety of things: a grave or tomb; the domain of the dead; the
dead, collectively (e.g. one's ancestors or forefathers); or what it had originally meant, the place
where dead spirits end up after dying. In terms of the New Testament, it appears to mean a grave,
or more specifically, a “dead end”

ταρταρος (tartaros): This is a portion of the underworld in which those few dead who
especially offended the gods during life, are trapped in eternal torment. Here one finds Tantalus,
Sisyphus, and others enduring such fates. This word most assuredly refers to everlasting
punishment, exactly as it did for the Greeks who told myths about Tantalus and the rest. As with
the name Gehenna, Tartarus carried a rather horrific connotation, indicating as it did unending
torture. Sheol is the Hebrew name and is associated with jewish theology which we have
already covered
Usages of the Greek Names of Hell

Gehenna is found in 12 verses: Matthew 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28, 18:9, 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47;
Luke 12:5; James 3:6.
Hades is found in 10 verses: Matthew 11:23, 16:18; Luke 10:15; 16:23; Acts 2:27; 1 Corinthians
59

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

15:55; Revelation 1:18; 6:8; 20:13, 14.
Tartarus is found only in one verse, 2 Peter 2:4.
The verses in which Gehenna is found, speak of it as a punishment for wickedness or misconduct;
for instance, the first three Matthew verses are:
"But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and
whoever says to his brother, “You good-for-nothing,” shall be guilty before the supreme court; and
whoever says, “You fool,” shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.... If your right eye makes
you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your
body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.... If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it
off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your
whole body to go into hell." (Mt 5:22, 29, 30)
The verses using Hades speak of it as an underworld place, and metaphorically to mean
destruction; for instance, the Luke 10 verse:
"And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will be brought down to Hades!
"(Lk 10:15)
Tartarus, as noted, is only in one verse, and that is as a place of eternal torment for the “sinful
angels”:
"For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to
pits of darkness, reserved for judgment "(2 Pt 2:4)
We can safely say, then, that the word Tartarus was
not intended to apply to human beings; Tartarus
might, for all we know, be some place other than the
human Hell
Special Case: Revelation
Revelation uses Hades exclusively, but there, it is
clearly used to mean a place of torment for the
wicked
The “Bosom of Abraham” - Purgatory awaiting redemption to complete
A complication is presented by Luke 16:23. This term "Bosom of Abraham" occurs only in this
context of Luke 16 and not anywhere else. Evidently it is clearly stated as a parable. As a rule
Parables cannot be treated as true for doctrinal purposes. The parable is as follows:
"Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in
splendor every day. And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, and
longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the
dogs were coming and licking his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by the
angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. In Hades [the rich man]
lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. And he
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cried out and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.” But Abraham said,
“Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad
things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us
and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not
be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.”
Following the Jewish interpretation this introduces a two-tier afterlife or underworld;
a pleasant one, the “bosom of Abraham,”where the righteous goes and
an unpleasant one, Hades, a place of torment where the unrighteous goes.
According to early Judaism the abyss between the two could be jumped over by the intercession of
Abraham. However as the parable seems to indicate that by the time of Jesus, the abyss could
not be crossed by any means. At least that what the parable says. Was it the jewish teaching?
We really do not know..
Since the use of parable in defining doctrine is forbidden, we shall have to skip any deduction that
may be made from it. It can be true, and it can be wrong.

WHAT JESUS SAYS ABOUT HELL?
“fire”
Matt 7:19, 13:40, 25:41
“everlasting fire”
Matt 18:8, 25:41
“hell fire”
Matt 5:22, 18:9, Mark 9:47
“furnace of fire”
Matt 13:42, 50
“the fire that never shall be quenched” Mark 9:43, 45“
the fire is not quenched”
Mark 9:44, 46, 48
“unquenchable fire”
Matthew 3:12
“fire unquenchable”
Luke 3:17
“Where their worm dieth not”
Mark 9:44, 46, 48
“wailing and gnashing of teeth”
Matt 13:42, 50
“weeping and gnashing of teeth”Matt 8:12, 22:13, 25:30
“torments”
Luke 16:23
“tormented in this flame” Luke 16:24
“place of torment”
Luke 16:28
“eternal damnation”
Mark 3:2
“damnation”
Matt 23:14, Mark 12:40, Luke 20:47
“damnation of hell”
Matt 23:33
“resurrection of damnation” John 5:29
“outer darkness”
Matt 8:12, 22:13
everlasting punishment” Matt 25:46
Medieval image of hell in the Hortus deliciarum
of Herrad of Landsberg (c. 1180)

61

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

===================================>

Ten Foundational Verses for Eternal Punishment in Hell: Justin Taylor
In his contribution to the book in Two Views of Hell, Robert Peterson sets forth ten passages
that as part of the “overwhelming evidence” to support the historical interpretation of hell as
everlasting punishment.
1. Undying Worm and Unquenchable Fire (OT)
Isaiah 66:22-24 For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me,
says the LORD, so shall your offspring and your name remain. From new moon to new moon, and
from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD.
And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me.
For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence
to all flesh.
2. Everlasting Life/Everlasting Contempt
Daniel 12:1-2 At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But
at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the
book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
3. Eternal Fire/The Fire of Hell
Matthew 18:6-9 Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for
temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the
temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the
eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
4. Eternal Punishment/Eternal Life
Matthew 25:31-46 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.” . . . Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
62

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

prepared for the devil and his angels. . . .
the righteous into eternal life.”

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but

5. Undying Worm and Unquenchable Fire (NT)
Mark 9:42-48 Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better
for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your
hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go
to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out.
It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into
hell, “where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.”
6. Everlasting Destruction
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering—since indeed God
considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are
afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in
flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified
in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you
was believed.
7. The Punishment of Eternal Fire
Jude 7 Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual
immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of
eternal fire.
8. Blackest Darkness Reserved Forever
Jude 13 [These people are] wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame;
wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.
9. The Smoke of Their Torment Rises for Ever and Ever
Revelation 14:9-11 If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his
forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup
of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in
the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they
have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the
mark of its name.
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Rev. Clarence Larkin's Biblical Chart of Two Age Model

64

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

10. The Lake of Fire
Revelation 20:10, 14-15 And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire
and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. . . . Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.
There are a number of NT passages that do not use the word aiōnios, but nevertheless
confirm the fact that endlessness is involved.
For example, the punishment is
described in terms of “unquenchable fire” (Mark 9:43; where the parallel in Matt 18:8 speaks of
“eternal fire”), and
“where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48).
He who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit “never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”
(3:29).
In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, the permanence of the condition of those being
punished is described thus: “between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those
who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us” (Luke
16:26).
The unchangeableness of the condition of punishment is implied also in the many passages that
speak of the judgment with its resulting rewards and punishments, which depend on the acts
committed in this present life.

<======================
Immediate response to this series of descriptions are:
Evidently these are not descriptions of reality.
For example if there is constant fire and flame, how can there be darkness?
If humans are in their flesh, the fire will simply burn them and they will be dead then and there.
How can the worms live in the fire without dying?
If the hades is occupied by the souls without bodies, what effect can there be for fire?
What effects can have darkness on a soul without the human eyes which he has left behind.
They have no eyes to cry or weep nor teeth to gnash.
Evidently they are not real fire nor darkness or torture.
What is this fire and what does it do to the Spirit of Man?
If it is place of judgement, who is the judge in the hell.
What has the fire and pain to do with the judgement?
Who tortures these people in the hell? Is it God or Satan.
What is the purpose of this fire?
What does the loving God the Father of these people get from putting these guys through fire?
Revenge of insulting Him? Glory of God in showing off his authority and power?
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What else can it be?
Only seeing this as a process of refining can explain the Hell.
The best explanation is that God allows each freewill to create their own world according to their
action. In order to safeguard others God will have to separate the unrighteous from the righteous
and gather the righteous alone which is heaven.
The question is: Is this a one time process or is it an ongoing process separating the righteous
every Yom Kippur?
Hell as Self-Exclusion
The Catechism of the Catholic Church which, when published in 1992, Pope John Paul II declared
to be "a sure norm for teaching the faith", defines hell as eternal fiery punishment for refusing to
love God:
We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God
if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves:
"He who does not love remains in death.
Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer,
and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him."
Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to meet the serious needs
of the poor and the little ones who are his brethren.
To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God's merciful love means remaining
separated from him for ever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion
from communion with God and the blessed is called "hell."
Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna" of "the unquenchable fire" reserved for those who to the
end of their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body can be lost.
Jesus solemnly proclaims that he "will send his angels, and they will gather... all evil doers,
and throw them into the furnace of fire," and that he will pronounce the condemnation:
"Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire!" The teaching of the Church affirms the
existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a
state of mortal sin descend into hell, which is described (in quotes) as "eternal fire."
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TWO VIEWS ON HELL : A PLACE, A STATE
State
The Catechism published by Pope Pius X in 1908 defined Hell by using the word "state" alone:
"Hell is a state to which the wicked are condemned,
and in which they are deprived of the sight of God for all eternity,
and are in dreadful torments."
Pope John Paul II stated on 28 July 1999, that, in speaking of Hell as a place, the Bible uses "a
symbolic language", which "must be correctly interpreted … Rather than a place, hell indicates the
state of those who freely and definitively separate themselves from God, the source of all life and
joy."
Some have interpreted these words as a denial that Hell can be considered to be a place, or at
least as providing an alternative picture of Hell. Others have explicitly disagreed with the
interpretation of what the Pope said as an actual denial that Hell can be considered a place and
have said that the Pope was only directing attention away from what is secondary to the real
essence of hell.
Catholic theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905–1988) said that
"we must see that hell is not an object that is 'full' or 'empty' of human individuals,
but a possibility that is not 'created' by God
but in any case by the free individuals who choose it".
The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth, with imprimatur of 2007, also says that
"more accurately" heaven and hell are not places but states.
Capuchin theologian Berard A. Marthaler also says that
"hell is not 'a place'".
Place
Traditionally in the past Hell has been spoken of or considered as a place. Some have rejected
metaphorical interpretations of the biblical descriptions of hell, and have attributed to Hell a
location within the earth, while others who uphold the opinion that hell is a definite place, say
instead that its location is unknown.
In a homily given on 25 March 2007, Pope Benedict XVI stated:
"Jesus came to tell us that he wants us all in heaven and that hell, of which so little is said in our
time, exists and is eternal for those who close their hearts to his love."
Journalist Richard Owen's interpretation of this remark as declaring that hell is an actual place was
reported in many media. But in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1035), over whose
production Benedict presided when he was prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, we read: "The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God".
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Writing in the 1910 Catholic Encyclopedia, Joseph Hontheim said that

NATURE OF SUFFERING IN HELL
It is agreed that hell is a place of suffering.
Roman Catholicism
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states:
Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna" of "the unquenchable fire" reserved for those who
to the end of their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body
can be lost. Jesus solemnly proclaims that he "will send his angels, and they will
gather. . . all evil doers, and throw them into the furnace of fire", and that he will
pronounce the condemnation: "Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire!"
The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately
after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where
they suffer the punishments of hell, "eternal fire". The chief punishment of hell is
eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness
for which he was created and for which he longs.
Although the Catechism explicitly speaks of the punishments of hell in the plural, calling them
"eternal fire", and speaks of eternal separation from God as the "chief" of those punishments, one
commentator claims that it is non-committal on the existence of forms of punishment other than
that of separation of God: after all, God, being above all a merciful and loving entity, takes no
pleasure in the death of the living, and does not will or predestine anyone to go there (the Catholic
stance is that God does not will suffering, and that the only entities known to be in hell beyond a
doubt are Satan and his evil angels, and that the only suffering in hell is not fire or torture, but the
freely-chosen, irrevocable and unescapable eternal separation from God and his freely given love,
and the righteous, who are in heaven; thus the Church and the Popes have placed emphasis on
the potential irreversibility of a mortally sinful life that goes un-absolved before one's death, and the
dogma and reality of the place or state of hell).
Another interpretation is that the Catechism by no means denies other forms of suffering, but
stresses that the pain of loss is central to the Catholic understanding of hell.
Saint Augustine of Hippo said that the suffering of hell is compounded because God continues to
love the sinner who is not able to return the love. According to the Church, whatever is the nature
of the sufferings, "they are not imposed by a vindictive judge"
"Concerning the detailed specific nature of hell ... the Catholic Church has defined
nothing. ... It is useless to speculate about its true nature, and more sensible to confess our
ignorance in a question that evidently exceeds human understanding."
Pope Pius IX stated exclusions that seemingly apply to infancy, incapacity, invincible ignorance:
"Because God knows, searches and clearly understands the minds, hearts, thoughts, and
nature of all, his supreme kindness and clemency do not permit anyone at all who is not
guilty of deliberate sin to suffer eternal punishments. Quanto conficiamur moerore, p8
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The Church proclaims the availability of redemption, but it does not teach universal
salvation, which would constrain God, nor it does have defined detailed doctrines on edge case
such as the state or location of unbaptised infants who die, since these go beyond what has been
specifically revealed.
Pope Benedict XVI commented on the Catechism passage given above:
"There can be people who have totally destroyed their desire for truth and readiness to love,
people for whom everything has become a lie, people who have lived for hatred and have
suppressed all love within themselves. ... In such people all would be beyond remedy and
the destruction of good would be irrevocable: this is what we mean by the word Hell. ... For
the great majority of people—we may suppose—there remains in the depths of their being
an ultimate interior openness to truth, to love, to God". Spea salvi p45, 46
Writer Mark Shea notes that the Church prays in her liturgy that all will be saved. You can’t
pray for the impossible.
The recent controversial view of Hans Urs von Balthasar in his book Dare we Hope that all Men be
Saved?, which draws on speculation by St Edith Stein, proposes that "it is legitimate for Catholics
to none-the-less hope for the possibility that Hell will be empty, without using that as an excuse for
sin. Balthasar's view is that:

God's "mercy" and "goodness" are greater than his "justice",
because
between the misdeeds of the creature and the goodness of God
there is no equilibrium."
Protestantism
The varying Protestant views of "hell", both in relation to Hades (i.e., the abode of the dead) and
Gehenna (i.e., the destination of the wicked), are largely a function of the varying Protestant views
on the intermediate state between death and resurrection; and different views on the immortality of
the soul or the alternative, the conditional immortality.
For example, John Calvin, who believed in conscious existence after death, had a very different
concept of hell (Hades and Gehenna) to Martin Luther who held that death was sleep.
In most Protestant traditions,
hell is the place created by God for the punishment of the devil and fallen
angels (cf. Matthew 25:41), and those whose names are not written in the book
of life (cf. Revelation 20:15). It is the final destiny of every person who does not
receive salvation, where they will be punished for their sins. People will be
consigned to hell after the last judgment.
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ETERNAL TORMENT VIEW
One historic Protestant view of hell is expressed in the Westminster Confession (1646):
"but the wicked, who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ,
shall be cast into eternal torments, and punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power." (Chapter
XXXIII, Of the Last Judgment)
According to the Alliance Commission on Unity & Truth among Evangelicals (ACUTE) the
majority of Protestants have held that hell will be a place of unending conscious torment,
both physical and spiritual.
Some recent writers such as Anglo-Catholic C. S. Lewis and J.P. Moreland have cast hell in
terms of "eternal separation" from God.
Certain biblical texts have led some theologians to the conclusion that punishment in hell,
though eternal and irrevocable, will be proportional to the deeds of each soul (e.g., Matthew
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10:15, Luke 12:46-48). But this can happen only after the final judgement.
Another area of debate is the fate of the unevangelized (i.e.,those who have never had an
opportunity to hear the Christian gospel), those who die in infancy, and the mentally disabled.
According to ACUTE some Protestants agree with Augustine that people in these categories will
be damned to hell for original sin, while others believe that God will make an exception in these
cases.
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VIEW OF CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY OR ANNIHILATION
A minority of Protestants believe in the doctrine of conditional immortality, which teaches that
those sent to hell will not experience eternal conscious punishment, but instead will be
extinguished or annihilated after a period of "limited conscious punishment".
Prominent evangelical theologians who have adopted conditionalist beliefs include John Wenham,
Edward Fudge, Clark Pinnock and John Stott (although the last has described himself as an
"agnostic" on the issue of annihilationism). Conditionalists typically reject the traditional concept
of the immortality of the soul.
The Seventh-day Adventist Church, Jehovah's Witnesses and Christadelphians teach the
annihilationist viewpoint.

Versus that support annihilation theory:

Psalm 1:6 “But the way of the ungodly shall perish”
Psalm 37:20 “But the wicked shall perish… they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume
away.”
Psalm 69:28 says that the wicked are “blotted out of the book of the living.”
Ps. 34:16, 21 “evil brings death to the wicked.”
Psalm 92:7 “… shall be destroyed forever.”
Prov. 24:20 “the lamp of the wicked will be snuffed out.”
Dan. 2:35 “the wind swept them away without leaving a trace.”
Isa. 1:28, 30–31 “rebels and sinners shall be destroyed together, and those who forsake the Lord
shall be consumed.”
Obadiah 1:16 It will be as if the evil “had never been.“
Mal 4:1 “All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them
on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them.”
Here God is quoted directly– the evildoers are destroyed like straw thrown into the fire, and nothing
is left. This shows total annihilation (they no longer exist). To believe in eternal hell, one would
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have to argue that God was mistaken and that they aren’t destroyed in the fire at all– but live
forever in the fire without being consumed, which is the exact opposite of what God claimed.
New Testament
Matthew 10:28 “Rather, fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
John 3:16 “…whosoever believeth in him should not perish”
Matthew 7:13: “broad is the road that leads to destruction“
Jesus on a variety of occasions uses the metaphor of fire that consumes not tortures: Matt. 7:19;
13:40; John 15:6
Philippians 3:19 “whose end is destruction…“
2 Thessalonians 1:9 “who shall be punished with everlasting destruction …”
1 Cor 3:17: “God will destroy that person”
2 Cor 2:15-16: “those that perish“
Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death..“
Hebrews 10:39 “But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to
the saving of the soul.”
James 4:12a “There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy.”
2 Peter 2:3: “Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.”
Revelation 20:14 “This is the second death…”
Those who believe in eternal conscious hell don’t believe in the second death– they believe
everyone is immortal, and that some will live forever in hell. Rev 20:14 is clear that they die– they
don’t live forever in hell at all.
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/formerlyfundie/25-bible-verses-that-disprove-eternal-conscious-hell/#jQVWMDrhZ2hpz
qfI.99
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Here is an argument that I found on the internet.
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/270849365070692264/
Where is God's Justice? Why did God not tell Adam and Eve about the eternal hell?
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CHRISTIAN UNIVERSALISM

One of the earliest proponents of the Christian Universalism was Isaac of Syria also known as St.
Isaac the blind of Syria who was the Nestorian Bishop of Nineveh of Eastern Orthodox Church

St. Isaac (613-700 AD) was born in the region of Qatar on the western shore of the Persian Gulf. When still quite
young, he entered a monastery with his brother. His fame grew as a holy man and teacher. He was subsequently
ordained bishop of Nineveh, the former capital of Assyria to the north, but requested to abdicate after only five months.
He then went south to the wilderness of Mount Matout, a refuge for anchorites. There he lived in solitude for many
years studying the Scripture, but eventually blindness and old age forced him to retire to the monastery of Rabban
Shabur, on Mount Shushtar. where he died and was buried.

St. Isaac the Syrian on the wrath of God
"Just because wrath, anger, hatred, and the rest are used of the Creator, we should
not imagine that He does anything in anger or hatred or zeal. Many figurative terms
are employed in the Scriptures of God, terms which are far removed from His nature.
(The Second Part 39, 19) …
"It is not the way of the compassionate Maker to create rational beings in order to deliver
them over mercilessly to unending affliction in punishment for things of which He knew
even before they were fashioned, being aware how they would turn out when He created
them and whom nonetheless He created. All the more since the fore-planning of evil and the
taking of vengeance are characteristics of the passions of created beings, and do not
belong to the Creator. For all this characterizes people who do not know, or who are
unaware of, what they are doing or thinking when something has happened with us human
beings, for as a result of some matter that has occurred unexpectedly to them they are
incited by the vehemence of anger to take vengeance. Such action does not belong to the
Creator who, even before the cycle of the depiction of creation had been portrayed, knew
of all that was before and all that was after in connection with the actions and intentions of
rational beings."
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Nor again can we possibly say that He acts thus out of retribution, even though the
Scriptures may on the outer surface posit this. Even to think this of God and to
suppose that retribution for evil acts is to be found with Him is abominable (The
Second Part 39, 2)
Isaac did not believe that Christ died on the cross to satisfy God’s anger; however he does not
seem to use the Christus Victor motif either. Sin is like “a handful of sand, thrown into the sea”; it
never disrupts God’s mercy. Rather, he believed Christ’s death was a display of God’s love and
mercy, a way to get humanity’s attention and turn us to repentance.
...I myself say that God did all this for no other reason than to make known to the
world the love that he has, his aim being that we, as a result of our greater love
arising from an awareness of this, might be captivated by his love when he provided
the occasion of this manifestation of the kingdom of heaven’s mighty power—which
consists in love—by means of the death of his Son. (The Spiritual World of Isaac the
Syrian pg 36)
The 13th century text The Book of the Bee claims that Theodore the Interpreter, Diodore of Tarsus,
and Isaac each believed that mercy would be shown to those in Gehenna (hell). Isaac’s own
writings on the subject were rediscovered in 1983 and translated into English in 1995. Isaac
believed that both Gehenna and the Kingdom of God contribute to God’s plan of salvation, and that
Gehenna is therapeutic and temporary. His argument primarily stems from God’s nature and
infinite mercy.
Isaac taught that God is present in Hell and that if anyone suffers in it is because God’s love feels
like punishment to the wicked
I also maintain that those who are punished in Gehenna are scourged by the scourge
of love. For what is so bitter and vehement as the punishment of love? I mean that
those who have become conscious that they have sinned against love suffer greater
torment from this than from any fear of punishment. ... It would be improper for a man
to think that sinners in Gehenna are deprived of the love of God. Love is the offspring
of knowledge of the truth which, as is commonly confessed, is given to all. The power
of love works in two ways: it torments those who have played the fool, even as
happens here when a friend suffers from a friend; but it becomes a source of joy for
those who have observed its duties. Thus I say that this is the torment of Gehenna:
bitter regret. (On the Vision of the Nature of Incorporeal Beings, in Questions and
Answers,” Ascetical Homilies of St Isaac the Syrian The First Part 71, p. 492)
"In love did He bring the world into existence;
In love does He guide it during this its temporal existence;
In love is He going to bring it to that wondrous transformed state, and
In love will the world be swallowed up in the great mystery of Him who has performed all these
things;
In love will the whole course of the governance of creation be finally comprised."
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"And it is clear that He does not abandon them the moment they fall,
and that demons will not remain in their demonic state,
and sinners will not remain in their sins;
rather,
He is going to bring them to a single equal state of completion
in relationship to His own Being
in a state in which the holy angels are now, I
n perfection of love and a passionless mind."

Though a theological minority in historical and contemporary Christianity, some holding mostly
Protestant views (such as George MacDonald, , William Barclay, Keith DeRose and Thomas
Talbott) believe that after serving their sentence in Gehenna, all souls are reconciled to God and
admitted to heaven, or ways are found at the time of death of drawing all souls to repentance so
that no "hellish" suffering is experienced. This view is often called Christian universalism—its
conservative branch is more specifically called 'Biblical or Trinitarian universalism'—and is not to
be confused with Unitarian Universalism.
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Christian Universalism teaches that an eternal hell does not exist and is a later creation of the
church with no biblical support.
Christian Science
Christian Science defines "hell" as follows:
"Mortal belief; error; lust; remorse; hatred; revenge; sin; sickness; death; suffering and
self-destruction; self-imposed agony; effects of sin; that which 'worketh abomination or
maketh a lie. '"
(Science and Health with Key to the Scripture by Mary Baker Eddy, 588: 1-4.)
Jehovah's Witnesses
Jehovah's Witnesses do not believe in an immortal soul that survives after physical death.
They believe the Bible presents "hell", as translated from "Sheol" and "Hades", to

be the common grave for both the good and the bad.
They reject the idea of a place of literal eternal pain or torment as being inconsistent with
God's love and justice.
They define "Gehenna" as eternal destruction or the "second death", reserved for those with
no opportunity of a resurrection such as those destroyed at Armageddon.
Jehovah's Witnesses believe that others who have died before Armageddon will be resurrected
bodily on earth and then judged during the 1,000-year rule of Christ; the judgement will be based
on their obedience to God's laws after their resurrection.
The Christadelphian view is broadly similar, except that they believe the resurrected will be judged
on their life before resurrection.
Latter-day Saints
Further information: Outer darkness and Plan of salvation (Latter Day Saints)
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) teaches that the word "hell" is used
scripturally in at least two senses.
The first is a place commonly called Spirit Prison which is a state of punishment for those who
reject Christ and his Atonement. This is understood to be a temporary state in which the spirits of
deceased persons will be taught the gospel and have an opportunity to repent and accept
ordinances of salvation.
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Mormons teach that it was for this purpose that Christ visited the Spirit World after his
crucifixion (1 Peter 3:19–20, 1 Peter 4:5–6). Modern-day revelation clarifies that while there,
Christ began the work of salvation for the dead by commissioning spirits of the righteous to
teach the gospel to those who didn't have the opportunity to receive it while on earth.
Latter-day Saints believe that righteous people will rise in a "first resurrection" and live with Christ
on earth after His return. After the 1000 years known as the Millennium, the individuals in spirit
prison who chose not to accept the gospel and repent will also be resurrected and receive an
immortal physical body, which is referred to as the "second resurrection". At these appointed times
of resurrection, "death and hell" will deliver up the dead that are in them to be judged according to
their works (Revelations 20:13), at which point all but the sons of perdition will receive a degree of
glory, which Paul compared to the glory of the sun, moon, and stars (1 Corinthians 15:41). The
LDS Church explains biblical descriptions of hell being "eternal" or "endless" punishment as being
descriptive of their infliction by God rather than an unending temporal period.
Latter-day Saint scripture quotes God as telling church founder Joseph Smith:
"I am endless, and the punishment which is given from my hand is endless
punishment, for Endless is my name. Wherefore—Eternal punishment is God's
punishment. Endless punishment is God's punishment."
Latter-day Saints also believe in a more permanent concept of hell, commonly referred to as outer
darkness. It is said that very few people who have lived on the earth will be consigned to this hell,
but Latter-day Saint scripture suggests that at least Cain will be present. Other mortals who during
their lifetime become sons of perdition, those who commit the unpardonable sin, will be consigned
to outer darkness. It is taught that the unpardonable sin is committed by those who "deny the Son
after the Father has revealed him".
However, the vast majority of residents of outer darkness will be the "devil and his angels ... the
third part of the hosts of heaven" who in the pre-existence followed Lucifer and never received a
mortal body. The residents of outer darkness are the only children of God that will not receive one
of three kingdoms of glory at the Last Judgment.
It is unclear whether those in outer darkness will ultimately be redeemed. Of outer darkness and
the sons of perdition, Latter-day Saint scripture states that "the end thereof, neither the place
thereof, nor their torment, no man knows; Neither was it revealed, neither is, neither will be
revealed unto man, except to them who are made partakers thereof". The scripture asserts that
those who are consigned to this state will be aware of its duration and limitations.
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A SPECIAL CASE
These are the people who put their trust in Jesus Christ as their personal savior and maintain it.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
Romans 8:1-6

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.

This salvation is based on two simple actions:
Rom 10:9-10 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness,
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
It should of course be followed up with the consistency


walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit
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Rapture

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

Believers Who Have Died and Living will be taken up

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so
that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep
in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be
with the Lord
Dead in Christ are in the paradise which was previously Abraham's Bosom.
Bema
This word was taken from Isthmian games where the contestants would compete for the prize
under the careful scrutiny of judges who would make sure that every rule of the contest was
obeyed (cf. 2 Tim. 2:5). The victor of a given event who participated according to the rules was led
by the judge to the platform called the Bema. There the laurel wreath was placed on his head as a
symbol of victory (cf. 1 Cor. 9:24-25).
"…when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade
away" (1 Peter 5:4).
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Marriage of the Lamb
Church becomes the wife of Jesus - the beginning of the ultimate theosis

The Church is the totality of the believers. They are the bride of Christ. He will come again to take
his bride home. There will be a marriage ceremony when the bride will become the body of the
Son of God.
When all the rest of the humanity is resurrected from their graves and stands before the Great
white Throne for judgement. The wife of Jesus does not come before it.
THE THIEF
What then of the incident recorded in Luke?
"One of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed him, saying, “If you are the Christ, save
yourself and us.” But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God,
seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said to Jesus, “Lord,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
"And Jesus said to him,“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke
23:39–43).

PARADISE
What of the Paradise of which Jesus spoke? The word simply means “a garden or enclosed park”.
The thief did not ask to go to heaven nor did Jesus reply that he would do so. Indeed heaven is not
mentioned in the conversation. Jesus would not have offered an immediate reward, for it was his
consistent teaching that the righteous will: “be repaid at the resurrection of the just” (Luke 14:14).
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Because there is no punctuation in the Greek original, it is possible to translate the words of Jesus
like this:
“Assuredly I say to you today, you will be with me in Paradise”. This is a common Bible expression
to give emphasis to the words that follow; for example:
I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish (Deuteronomy 8:19).
Moses was not saying you will perish today, but was emphasising his words;
“Today I am telling you”. This is a manner of speaking often found in Scripture.
So the teaching of the Bible is clear:
the righteous do not go to heaven, at death nor at any time.
The reward – eternal life promised by God is to be on earth
after the resurrection of the dead.
The Kingdom of God is on Earth
Reflection on the inequalities of this life and on the apparent failure of Yahweh to make good on his
covenant promises led serious religious thinkers to consider the option of resurrection. The
resurrection of ordinary human beings seems to have originated in the Persian religion of
Zoroastrianism. As a result of several centuries of Persian control of the Middle East region, Jews
were brought into contact with Zoroastrian religious ideas and the notion of resurrection.
Zoroaster combined resurrection with the idea of a final judgment, in which the entire human race
is resurrected and individuals were rewarded or punished.
This concept clearly appealed to Jewish religious thinkers of the time as an adequate way of
coming to grips with the injustices that were so apparent in this life.
http://mzchurch.org/biblerd/2015/08/01/believers-live-in-the-kingdom-of-god/
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<=============================================
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Looking into early church fathers we get a glimpse of what they understood from the Apostles.
Early Christian teaching
Jerome
Jerome was a priest, confessor, theologian, and historian. He was born at Stridon, a
village near Emona on the border of Dalmatia and Pannonia. Wikipedia
Born: March 27, 347 AD, Stridon
Died: September 30, 420 AD, Bethlehem
Full name: Eusebius Sophronius Hieronymus

Where is Paradise?
Among the Hebrew traditions enumerated by Jerome (Trad. Hebr. in Gen.) is one that paradise
was created before the world was formed, and is therefore beyond its limits.
Moses bar-Cepha (De Parad.) assigns it a middle place between the earth and the firmament.
Some affirm that paradise was on a mountain, which reached nearly to the moon; while others,
struck by the manifest absurdity of such an opinion, held that it was situated in the third region of
the air, and was higher than all the mountains of the earth by twenty cubits, so that the waters of
the flood could not reach it. Others again have thought that paradise was twofold, one corporeal
and the other incorporeal; others that it was formerly on earth, but had been taken away by the
judgment of God (Hopkinson, Descr. Parad. in Ugolino, Thesaur. vol. 7).
(Moses Bar-Kepha or Moses Bar Cephas (born in Balad in Nineveh, now in Iraq, about the year 813; died at the age of
ninety, in 903) was a writer and one of the most celebrated bishops of the Syriac Orthodox Church of the ninth
century.)

"Out of the discussions and theories of the rabbins there grew a broad popular belief, fixed in the
hearts of men, accepted without discussion, blending with their best hopes. Their prayer for the
dying or the dead was that his soul might rest in paradise, in the garden of Eden "(Maimonides,
Porta Mosis, quoted by Wetstein, In Luc. 23; Taylor,
Funeral Sermon on Sir G. Dalston).

The Essenes at Qumran
The Essenes were a sect of Second Temple Judaism which flourished
from the 2nd century BC to the 1st century AD. Essenes inhabited the
settlement at Qumran, a plateau in the Judean Desert along the Dead
Sea, citing Pliny the Elder in support, and giving credence that the
Dead Sea Scrolls are the product of the Essenes.
Their theology included belief in the immortality of the soul and that
they would receive their souls back after death The Teacher of
85

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

Righteousness of the Scrolls would seem to be a prototype of Jesus, for both spoke of the New Covenant; they
preached a similar gospel; each was regarded as a Savior or Redeemer; and each was condemned and put to death
by reactionary factions… The Saint Thomas Christians ("Nasrani") of southwestern India may have connections with
the Essenes,and was referred to as "Issani"

The belief of the Essenes, as reported by Josephus (War. 2:8, 11),is as follows:
"To them paradise was a far-off land, a region where there was no scorching heat, no consuming
cold, where the soft west wind from the ocean blew forevermore. In the visions of the second
book of Esdras, we have the picture of a fair garden, streams of milk and honey, twelve trees
laden with divers fruits, mighty mountains whereon grow lilies and roses (2:19) — a place into
which the wicked shall not enter.

===========================>

THE HEAVEN IS ON EARTH?
http://www.truebibleteaching.com/you-and-god/296-paradise-on-earth-or-in-heaven.html
By David Radford

A valuable method of Bible study on essential matters would seem to be; examine simple, clear,
unambiguous passages and use them as a basis. This is what we are now about to do.
Firstly, we are told where the righteous will NOT be rewarded. Look at the following clear
statement:
"No one has ascended to heaven but he who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who
is in heaven" (John 3:13).
So, subsequent to the life, death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ, the apostle
John can record that NO ONE HAS ASCENDED TO HEAVEN. There was, by the time of writing,
one exception − the Lord Jesus − and the writer is careful to include that in the record. (He was, of
course, writing under inspiration and therefore the words are accurate.) The teaching of that
passage is clear. Other people who had died had not gone to heaven, however good they might
have been………….
WHAT THEN?
If people who have died are not in heaven, where are they? A clear Bible principle is established in
one of the Psalms:
"The heaven, even the heavens,
are the Lord’s;
but the earth He has given to the
children of men"
(Psalm 115:16).
This is a wonderful promise; that this beautiful earth,
at an appointed time, will be taken from man’s
misrule and, under God’s control, will be given to
mankind. This is in perfect accord with the prayer
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that Jesus taught his disciples:
"Your kingdom come.
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven"
(Matthew 6:10).
These well-known words of the Lord’s Prayer teach his disciples to pray for the time when God’s
kingdom will again be set up on earth. Do you recall these words of Jesus?
Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth
(Matthew 5:5).

(To pursue this further look up the following passages: Psalm 37:9-11; Proverbs 2:21,22;
Proverbs 11:31; Numbers 14:21; Psalm 72:19 and Isaiah 45:18. There are many others.)
The ancient Hebrews emphasized the importance of the present life over the afterlife. As with both
the ancient Greeks and Mesopotamians, the afterlife, if it was considered at all, was conceived of
as a pale shadow of earthly life, much like the Greek Hades. Also similar to the Greek Hades, in
the Hebrew afterlife no distinction was made between the treatment of the just and the unjust after
death. Instead, rewards and punishments were meted out in the present life, and in the covenant
"contract" Yahweh promised to do just that.
GOD'S COMING KINGDOM
The gospel as recorded by Matthew makes constant reference to “the kingdom of heaven”. That is
NOT to say that the kingdom is IN heaven. For the other gospel writers speak of “the kingdom of
God” and, when you look carefully, they are seen to be one and the same. In other words, THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN = THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
Consider the following two passages, each referring to the beginning of the preaching of Jesus
after John Baptist was put into prison:
"From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 4:17).
"Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God" (Mark 1:14).
So, the kingdom for which Jesus taught his disciples to pray (“Thy kingdom come”) will be the
kingdom of heaven, that is, the kingdom of God, established on earth.
HEAVENLY REWARD
Jesus once said:
“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:12).
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Since the reward is in heaven there are two possibilities;

➊

The righteous go to heaven to receive it. This is already ruled out by statements such as “no
one has ascended to heaven”.

➋

The reward is brought from heaven to earth for the righteous to enjoy on earth, which fits well
with “blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth”.
Also, see the following two passages:
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy
has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you" (1
Peter 1:3–4).

Teachings of Jesus
It is significant, indeed, that the word "paradise" nowhere occurs in the public teaching of our
Lord, or in his intercourse with his own disciples. Connected as it had been with the thoughts
of a sensuous happiness, it was not the fittest or the best word for those whom he was training to
rise out of sensuous thoughts to the higher regions of the spiritual life. For them, accordingly, the
kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God, are the words most dwelt on. The blessedness of the
pure in heart is that they shall see God. If language borrowed from their common speech is used
at other times, if they hear of the marriage-supper and the new wine,
It is not till they have been taught to understand parables
and to separate the figure from the reality. With the thief
dying on the cross the case was different. We can assume
nothing in the robber-outlaw but the most rudimentary
forms of popular belief. We may well believe that the word
Paradise is used here, and here only, in the whole
course of the Gospel history, when Jesus was talking to
the thief on the cross and it had a special fitness for him.
Though he knew about the Kingdom, he was never part of
Jesus' disciples. Hence his understanding of the Kingdom
of God was that of the jews. Jesus therefore taught him in
terms of his understanding in his own terminology.
The
answer to his prayer gave him what he needed most, the
assurance of immediate rest and peace. The word
paradise spoke to him, as to other Jews, of repose, shelter,
joy
In the New Testament, It occurs only in passages that are apocalyptic, and therefore almost
of necessity symbolic.
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Paul speaks of one, apparently of himself, as having been "caught up into paradise," as having
there heard things that might not be uttered (2Co 12:3).
In the Revelation of John we have the message to the first of the Seven Churches of Asia, "the tree
of life which is in the midst of the paradise of God," It appears as the reward of him that overcometh,
the symbol of an eternal blessedness . The thing, though not the word, appears in the closing
visions of Revelation 22.
Revelation 2-3 Jesus promises ten rewards to those who overcome.
1. Eat of the Tree of Life
2. Not to be hurt in the second death
3. Eat of the hidden manna
4. Receive a white stone
5. Receive a new name
6. Power nations
7. Clothed in White Robe
8. Jesus will confess his name before Father God
9. His name will not be blotted out from the book of life
10. Authority to sit on the throne with Jesus
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CHAPTER EIGHT
HELL FIRE IS A PURIFYING FIRE FOR THE SPIRIT
THEOLOGY OF ORIGEN AND CLEMENT
Origen of Alexandria
Origen of Alexandria, or Origen Adamantius, was a Hellenistic
scholar, ascetic, and early Christian theologian who was born and
spent the first half of his career in Alexandria. Wikipedia
Born: 184 AD, Alexandria, Egypt; Died: 253 AD, Tyre, Lebanon
This third century "religious fanatic" gave up his job, slept on the
floor, ate no meat, drank no wine, fasted twice a week, owned no
shoes, and reportedly castrated himself for the faith. He was also
the most prolific scholar of his age (with hundreds of works to his
credit), a first-rate Christian philosopher, and a profound student of
the Bible.
The oldest of seven children in a Christian home, he grew up
learning the Bible and the meaning of commitment. In 202 when his
father, Leonidas, was beheaded for his Christian beliefs, Origen
wanted to die as a martyr, too. But his mother prevented him from even leaving the house—by
hiding his clothes.
To support his family, the 18-year-old Origen opened a grammar school, copied texts, and
instructed catechumens (those seeking to become members of the church). He himself studied
under the pagan philosopher Ammonius Saccas in order to better defend his faith against pagan
arguments. When a rich convert supplied him with secretaries, he began to write.
To Origen, and others of a like spirit , paradise is but a synonym for a region of life and immortality.
So far as it is a place, it is as a school in which the souls of men are trained and learn to judge
rightly of the things they have done and seen on earth (Origen, De Princ. 2:12).
Origen, according to Luther (Comm. in Gen.), imagined paradise to be heaven, the trees
angels, and the rivers wisdom. Papias, Irenaeus, Pantaenus, and Clemens Alexandrinus have
all favored the mystical interpretation (Huet. Origeniana, 2, 167).
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Ambrosius ( Ambrosius Alexandrinus, a Latinization of the name of Ambrose of Alexandria (before 212–c. 250)
followed the example of Origen, and placed the terrestrial paradise in the third heaven, in
consequence of the expression of Paul (2Co 12:2,4). Elsewhere he distinguishes between the
terrestrial paradise and the third heaven that to which the apostle was caught up (De Parad. c. 3).
In another passage (Ep. ad Sabirnum) all this is explained as allegory.

The sermon of Basil, ( Basil of Caesarea, also called Saint Basil the Great, was the Greek bishop of
Caesarea Mazaca in Cappadocia, Asia Minor. Wikipedia.

Born: 330 AD, Kayseri, Turkey; Died: January 1, 379 AD,

)
In his De Paradiso, Basil gives an eloquent representation of the common belief of Christians who
were neither mystical nor speculative. To him the paradise was simply the old Garden of Eden
which God planted and placed Adam and hence the original land of the sons of Adam.
Caesarea, Israel.

Siblings: Gregory of Nyssa, Macrina the Younger, Theosebia

We will be there with Adam and Eve again.

Justin Martin (AD 100 - 165)
Justin went one step further and says that Paradise Itself is
the "refrigerium" for all faithful souls, where they have the
vision of saints and angels: and of Christ himself (Just. Mart.
Respons. ad Orthodox. — 75 and 85),
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Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus, of
Carthage, Africa
c. 155 – c. 240 AD
It was Tertullian who suggested "that every soul was
confined in Hell until the day of judgement" with the two
comparments.
But Paradise is not in Hades, and is therefore different from
Abraham's bosom (Tertull. De Idol. c. 13).
It is above and beyond the world, separated from it by a wall
of fire (id. Apol. c. 47). or those only who are entitled, as martyrs,
fresh from the baptism of blood, to a special reward above their
fellows (Tertull. De Anim. c. 55).

Clement of Alexandria (150-215 AD)
Paradise is the fourth heaven (Clem. Alex. Fragm. § 51). —and
It is in some unknown region of the earth, where the seas and
skies meet, higher than any earthly mountain (Joann. Damasc.
De Orthod. Fid. 2:11),
and had thus escaped the waters of the flood (Peter Lombard (1100
- 1160 AD Sentent. 2:17, E.).

Hell as Chastisement or discipline of the Father
It was Origen and Clement who developed the concept of chastisement inflicted by God is not
punishment but rather a means of education and salvation, part of a process of purification.
To "punish" is synonymous with “to educate” and that any chastisement by God contributes to
man's salvation.‘
Plato’s idea was vulgarized by Orphism and transmitted by Pythagoreanism. The notion that
infernal suffering serves to purify can be found, in Vergil’s Aeneid also:
Therefore we souls are trained with punishment and pay with suffering for old felonies - some are
hung up helpless to the winds; The stain of sin is cleansed for others of us in the trough of a huge
whirlpool or with ﬁre burned out of us—each one of us we suffer The after world we deserve.‘
= Sixth book of Vergil’s Aeneid (W. 741-42, 745-47):
From the Old Testament, Clement and Origen took the notion that ﬁre is a divine instrument, and
from the New Testament the idea of baptism by ﬁre [from the Gospels) and the idea of a
puriﬁcatory trial after death (from Paul).
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(Mal. 3:1-3) "For he is like a refiner's fire, . . . he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord
an offering in righteousness".

The Birth of Purgatory By Jacques Le Goff

Clement, argued that God could not be vindictive:
“God does not wreak vengeance,
for vengeance is to return evil with evil,
and God punishes only with an eye to the good"
(Stromam 7.26}.

God uses Fire as a means of Purification
Fire as a means of purification is used throughout the Bible.
Origen and Clement give interpretation of the Old Testament passages in which
God explicitly uses fire as an instrument of his wrath.
These include Leviticus 10:1-2: where Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, were killed by the fire
from the Lord because they offered strange ﬁre before the Lord, which he commanded them not.
For You have tried us, O God;
You have refined us as silver is refined.
You brought us into the net;
You laid an oppressive burden upon our loins.
You made men ride over our heads;
We went through fire and through water,
Yet You brought us out into a place of abundance (Ps 66:10-12).
The idea of a baptism by ﬁre is based on what john the Baptist says in Luke 3:16:
“l indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier cometh, the latchet of whose shoes l am not
worthy to unloose; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with ﬁre.”
Origen, in the Twenty-fourth Homily of his Commentary on Luke, gives the following gloss:
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"As john stood near the Jordan among those who came to be baptized, accepting those who
confessed their vices and their sins and rejecting the rest, calling them “rotten vipers" and the
like, so will the Lord Jesus Christ stand in a river ofﬁre next to a ﬂaming sword and baptize all those
who should go to paradise after they die but who lack purgation , causing them to enter into the
place they wish to go.
But those who do not bear the mark of the ﬁrst baptism will not be baptized in the bath of ﬁre. One
must ﬁrst baptized in water and spirit so that, when the river of ﬁre is reached, the marks of the
baths of water and spirit will remain as signs that one is worthy of receiving the baptism of ﬁre in
Jesus Christ."
Clement of Alexandria was the ﬁrst to distinguish two categories of sinners and two categories of
punishments in this life and in the life to come.
ln this life, for sinners subject to correction, punishment is “educational”,
while for the incorrigible it is "punitive" .‘
In the other life there will he two ﬁres,
a “devouring and consuming" one for the incorrigible, and
for the rest, a ﬁre that “sanctiﬁes" that “does not consume, like the ﬁre of the forge,
" a “prudent,”“intelligent” ﬁre “which penetrates the soul that passes through it."’
Even Hell is only a temporary abode.
“Origen thinks of Hell as a kind of Purgatory." Since in Christianity, the Spirits in the Hell are
conscious living beings - only without the body, the spiritual fire causes he soul steadily to clean up
the impurities of sin and finally become pure and enters Eden at the judgement seat.
According to Origen, there is no sinner so wicked, so inveterate, and so essentially incorrigible
that he cannot ultimately be completely puriﬁed and allowed to enter into Paradise.
That is the purpose Hell and the Hell Fire - the love of the Father.
In all God's action to the children of Adam reflect the reality that Adam was indeed the Son of God
and hence children of Adam were also Children of God and hence God deals with them as sons.
They are disciplined even with fire so that they may be purified.
Will any human father kill their children for any transgression however heinous it may be? Then
why is the Christian brothers accuse God the Father of such obnoxious act?
The narthex, or atrium of the Church Building
In the West men after their daily life outside of the church and then on entering the Church of Christ
are symbolic of the return to the blessedness which Adam had forfeited is symbolized in the church
architecture of the 4th century. The narthex, or atrium, is in the west end porch of the church facing
east.
In English the narthex is now the porch outside the church at the west end, formerly it was a part of the church itself.
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The purpose of the narthex was to allow
those not eligible for admittance into the
general congregation (particularly
catechumens and penitents) to hear and
partake in the service. The narthex would
often include a baptismal font so that infants
or adults could be baptized there before
entering the nave, and to remind other
believers of their baptisms as they gathered
to worship. The narthex is thus traditionally a
place of penitence, and in Eastern
Christianity some penitential services, such
as the Little Hours during Holy Week are celebrated there, rather than in the main body of the church. In the
Russian Orthodox Church funerals are traditionally held in the narthex.
Later reforms removed the requirement to exclude people from services who were not full members of the
congregation

This theology developed further in the inter-testamental period.
Toward the end of the Old Testament, 8th-century BCE to the prophet Isaiah ben Amoz, God
revealed that there will be a resurrection of the dead ( Isa 26:19 ).
Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise.
You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy,
For your dew is as the dew of the dawn,
And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.
This is a normal development since without getting back to life and body, there can be no
continuation of life and how can we re-enter Garden. Man is man only with body, soul and spirit
combined. So sometime after the death, God has to rebuild the person and then give him a new
chance to be back with a new redeemed character. Over above the character of selfishness he
has to aquire the character of self-lessness or servanthood and a balance thereof..
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CHAPTER NINE
THE HARROWING OF HELL
JESUS PREACHED THE GOSPEL IN HELL
Another controversial concept among the various christian group is the interpretation of the time
spent by Jesus during his three days soon after the cross. Evidently he died, he was buried and he
was resurrected on the third day. Bible gives some indication on what happened to Jesus after
death.
It is clearly stated in the scripture that Jesus on his death on the cross, descended into the Hell
(Greek Hades) and continued his good news to those who were there and took those who were
captive their and took them with him into liberation. This follows his mission statement:
Luke 4: He found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He
has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim deliverance to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.”…

Philippians 2:8-11 that Christ died and rose again not only for the people on earth, but also
for those in Hades:
"He (Jesus) humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on
earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father."
“If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)
Evidently those under the earth simply are those who are dead. Everyone there also will confess
that Jesus is Lord. And we know that confession is part of process process believe - confess - be
saved. Will the dead confess according to this passage? Will they be saved?
Jesus himself proclaims
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"I (Christ) tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live...
a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice." (John 5:25, 28)
Do we need any further confirmation that those who are dead is also included among those who
will hear the voice and can and will respond.
Many Bible commentaries and evangelists try to avoid this possibility by interpreting "the dead" as
spiritually dead people, or sinners. It surely means that, but not only that, since it is qualified with
"all who are in their graves" shows that "the dead" here really means physically dead people.
Otherwise we can use allegory circumvent any statement to our desire. They are now in Hades
and they "will hear the voice of Christ," and those who hear will "live," (Matthew 4:4, 22:32,
Romans 1:17, 1 Peter 4:6)
Peter resoundingly states this:
1 Peter 3:19–20: (Jesus) "went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—to those
who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was
being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water...."
Ephesians 4:7-10 NIV: "But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This
is why it [or God] says, 'When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to
his people.'[Psalm 68:18] (What does 'he ascended' mean except that he also descended to the
lower, earthly regions?[or the depths of the earth] He who descended is the very one who
ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe."
Romans 14:9 "Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and
the living."
Some of the Old Testament saints even appeared to people after this event.
Matthew 27:52-53, "The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died
were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the
holy city and appeared to many people."
Zechariah 9:11 refers to prisoners in a waterless pit. "As for you, because of the blood of my
covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit."
Isaiah 24:21-22 also refers to spirits in prison, reminiscent of Peter's account of a visitation to
spirits in prison: "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the
high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered
together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many
days shall they be visited."
The Gospel of Nicodemus gives an elaborate description and action of Jesus on this victory over
death and hell by Jesus The Gospel of Nicodemus, also known as the Acts of Pilate (Latin: Acta
Pilati; Greek: Πράξεις Πιλάτου), is an apocryphal gospel claimed to have been derived from an
original Hebrew work written by Nicodemus, who appears in the Gospel of John as an associate of
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Jesus. The title "Gospel of Nicodemus" is medieval in origin. The dates are uncertain, but
according to the 1907 edition of the Catholic Encyclopedia scholars agree in assigning the
resulting work to the middle of the fourth century AD.
It includes a tour of Hell by Christ after his death. In the Hell (called infernus in the original Latin,
just as found in the Vulgate), Christ gathered Adam and other the patriarchs taking them to
paradise and delivering them to the care of the archangel Michael. John the Baptist had
heralded Jesus’ arrival on earth, after his death, he heralded Jesus’ eventual arrival to deliver
those in the Hell. The Harrowing of Hell episode depicts St Dismas accompanying Christ in Hell,
and describes the deliverance of the righteous Old Testament patriarchs. .
Ruth 2:20: "'The LORD bless him!' Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. 'He has not stopped
showing his kindness to the living and the dead.'"
It is wrong to think that God is not merciful to the dead in Hades. Human being is the object of
God's love, so are the people in Hades.
In Christian theology, the Harrowing of Hell (Latin: Descensus Christi ad Inferos, "the descent
of Christ into hell") is the triumphant descent of Christ into Hell (or Hades) between the time
of his Crucifixion and his Resurrection when he brought salvation to all of the righteous
who had died since the beginning of the world. After his death, the soul of Jesus was supposed
to have descended into the realm of the dead.
Gospel of Nicodemus explain how John the Baptist had actually been teaching the hell settlers the
coming of Jesus to Hell to save them just as he was doing on earth. Thus Jesus did go there took
those who were righteous and preached the good news of salvation to the Hell residence as he did
on the earth surface residence.
Evidently the Hell is of concern to God as much as those on the surface of earth. The good news
of salvation is same. Those who believe in Jesus, the Son of God will be saved.
The Harrowing of Hell is referred to in the Apostles' Creed and the Athanasian Creed. which
state that Jesus Christ "descended into Hell".
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Throughout the Middle Ages it was generally believed that the Apostles, on the day of Pentecost, while still under the
direct inspiration of the Holy Ghost, composed our present Creed between them, each of the Apostles contributing one
of the twelve articles. Earliest referrence is c. 390 in the letter addressed to Pope Siricius by the Council of Milan
(Migne, P.L., XVI, 1213) as Symbolum Apostolorum ("Creed of the Apostles") in these striking words: "If you credit
not the teachings of the priests . . . let credit at least be given to the Symbol of the Apostles which the Roman Church
always preserves and maintains inviolate."
(AD 296- 373) was the 20th bishop of Alexandria. His episcopate lasted 45 years (c. 8 June 328 – 2 May 373), of
which over 17 were spent in five exiles ordered by four different Roman emperors. He is considered to be a renowned
Christian theologian, a Church Father, the chief defender of Trinitarianism against Arianism. All three branches of
Christendom- Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestants - revere Athanasius

The creed is long essentially defending Trinity apart from the basic faith of Christian Church.

Athanasian Creed
And the Catholic faith is this:
That we worship one God in Trinity ……………………..
He therefore that will be saved, let him thus think of the Trinity.
Furthermore it is necessary to everlasting salvation: that he also believe faithfully the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ. ………….
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For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man; so God and Man is one Christ; Who suffered for
our salvation; descended into hell; rose again the third day from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
he sitteth on the right hand of the God the Father Almighty, from whence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies; And shall give account for their own works. And they that
have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, into everlasting fire.
This is the Catholic faith; which except a man believe truly and firmly, he cannot be saved.

Christ having descended to the underworld is alluded to in the New Testament in 1 Peter 3:19–20,
which speaks of Jesus preaching to "the imprisoned spirits". (The Catholic Catechism

Nicodemus in the section called the Acts of Pilate, which also appears separately at earlier dates
within the Acts of Peter and Paul. It is subsequently repeated in Eynsham's homilies of c. 1000
AD,
The Harrowing of Hell was taught by theologians of the early church:
St Melito of Sardis (died c. 180) in his Homily on the Passover and more explicitly in his Homily
for Holy Saturday;
Hippolytus (Treatise on Christ and Anti-Christ) Origen (Against Celsus, 2:43), and, later,
St Ambrose (died 397) all wrote of the Harrowing of Hell.
The early heretic Marcion and his followers also discussed the Harrowing of Hell, as mentioned by
Tertullian, Irenaeus, and Epiphanius.
The 6th-century Christolytes, as recorded by John of Damascus, believed that Jesus left his soul
and body in hell, and only rose with his divinity to heaven.
Some others believed that Jesus not only died on the cross, but also went to hell and suffered
torture and pain as payment of the sin for all mankind.Tertullian (A Treatise on the Soul, 55),
Interprets Ephesians 4:9, which states that "[Christ] descended into the lower parts of the
earth", as also supporting this interpretation.)
In recent years
Sadhu Sundar Singh believed that Jesus did go down to the Hell (Hades) and preached the Good
News of Salvation to all who believe in Him.
William Barclay, a professor at University of Glasgow and a well-known Scottish theologian who
reads the New Testament in original Greek, comments on these Bible verses that Apostle Peter
clearly states Christ descended to Hades and preached his Good News there (commentary on I
Peter).
Yoshinobu Kumazawa, the president of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, interprets these
verses as Christ’s preaching of the Good News in Hades.
Joel B. Green, a leading professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, states, “‘the dead of I Peter
4:6 are dead members of the human family given postmortem opportunity to hear the Good
News.(commentary on I Peter)
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: "By the expression 'He descended into Hell', the
Apostles' Creed confesses that Jesus did really die and through his death for us conquered death
and the devil 'who has the power of death' (Hebrews 2:14). In his human soul united to his divine
person, the dead Christ went down to the realm of the dead. He opened Heaven's gates for the just
who had gone before him."
As the Catechism says, the word "Hell"—from the Norse, Hel; in Latin, infernus, infernum, inferi; in
Greek, Hades; in Hebrew, Sheol—is used in Scripture and the Apostles' Creed to refer to the
abode of all the dead, whether righteous or evil, unless or until they are admitted to Heaven (CCC
633). This abode of the dead is the "Hell" into which the Creed says Christ descended. His
death freed from exclusion from Heaven the just who had gone before him: "It is precisely
these holy souls who awaited their Savior in Abraham's bosom whom Christ the Lord delivered
when he descended into Hell", the Catechism states (CCC 633), echoing the words of the Roman
Catechism, 1,6,3. His death was of no avail to the damned.
Was it a judgement based on the knowledge of the coming of the Mesiah. Were all those whom
Jesus released from the Hell, just those of the Jews who heard and put their trust in the Mesiah.
What about those who never heard it? What do you think Jesus proclaim to the rest of the dead
who were not Jews? "You did not believe in me so remain in hell eternally"?

"The gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though
judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit
the way God does" (1 Peter 4:6).
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Jesus taking Adam and Eve out of Hades
Christ stretching his saving arms to the people in Hades
(Greek Orthodox Icon, Turkey)

The above Orthodox icon depicts Jesus, vested in white and gold to symbolize his divine majesty,
standing on the brazen gates of Hades (also called the "Doors of Death"), which are broken and
have fallen in the form of a cross, illustrating the belief that by his death on the cross, Jesus
"trampled down death by death" . He is holding Adam and Eve and pulling them up out of Hades.
Traditionally, he is not shown holding them by the hands, by their wrists, to illustrate the theological
teaching that mankind could not pull himself out of his original or ancestral sin, but that it could
come about only by the work (energia) of God. Jesus is surrounded by various righteous figures
from the Old Testament (Abraham, David, etc.); the bottom of the icon depicts Hades as a chasm
of darkness, often with various pieces of broken locks and chains strewn about. Quite frequently,
one or two figures are shown in the darkness, bound in chains, who are generally identified as
personifications of Death or the Devil.
But the harrowing of hell remains a central tenet of Eastern Orthodox Christians, who place an icon
depicting the descent at the front of their churches as Saturday night becomes Easter Sunday. It
remains there, venerated and often kissed, for 40 days.
"The icon that represents Easter for us is not the empty cross or tomb," said Peter Bouteneff, a
theology professor at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary in Crestwood, N.Y. "It's
Christ's descent into Hades."
The doctrine on the descent of Christ into Hades is an integral part of Orthodox soteriology. Its
soteriological implications, however, depend in many ways on the way in which we understanding
the preaching of Christ in hell and its salutory impact on people. If the preaching was addressed
only to the Old Testament righteous, then the soteriological implications of the doctrine is minimal,
but if it was addressed to all those in hell, and all those who will be there in the future - as it is on
the earth - its significance is considerably increased. Greek Orthodox theologian, I. Karmiris,
asserts that ‘according to the teaching of almost all the Eastern Fathers, the preaching of the
Saviour was extended to all without exception and salvation was offered to all the souls who
passed away from the beginning of time, whether Jews or Greek, righteous or unrighteous’. At the
same time, the preaching of Christ in hell was good and joyful news of deliverance and salvation,
not only for the righteous but also the unrighteous. It was not the preaching ‘to condemn for
unbelief and wickedness’, as it seemed to Thomas Aquinas. The entire text of the First Letter of St.
Peter relating to the preaching of Christ in hell speaks against its understanding in terms of
accusation and damnation’.
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CHAPTER TEN
CAN HEAVEN AND HELL BE ETERNAL?
What does the Bible say?
"Aionios"

"αἰώνιος"

ETERNAL OR AGES AFTER AGES?
One of the essential disturbing factor in all the theology of heaven and hell is that it is simply built
on a two age time frame. According to this concept, there are only two ages - this age and the
age to come.

In this eschatology, since there are only two ages, At the end of the first age, "All things are
reconciled, renewed and made whole" by the Messiah and the New Age starts.
This was essentially the Jewish approach. As we have seen early in the history of Judaism the
total emphasis was on the life here and now. Hence we see no mention of heaven and hell in any
of Moses' writings. Only after the destruction of the First Temple in 586 BC and the emergence of
the Prophetic Age did the idea of after death entered into Judaism. By the time of Jesus we have a
profound theology though hazy in detail. Even though Jesus and the Disciples seem to write in
terms of the two age model, it is surprising that they went far beyond that basic stand to define not
two ages but ages after ages. The gospels and the New Testament as a whole were written in
Greek. Surprisingly when referring to the life after death and the age after that they never used
the term which defined that age as eternal. Even though the translators used the term eternal,
Greek original differs and disagrees. The theologians later forced the idea of a non-existent
eternity and defined a convenient two age within the New Testament Theology. We will first have a
look at these terms.
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1. The Greek word “aiōnios” is used an adjective for the life of the saved in the hereafter.
2. In the vast majority of the cases where it is so used, it has been translated as “eternal” or
“everlasting”
3. So it came to mean that the life of the saved in the hereafter is eternal and life of unsaved in the
hereafter is also eternal.

"Aionios"

"αἰώνιος"

NEVER means "eternal"

It only means age like or I would translate it as "ages after age" or as others define "age-long"
which can be a long or short duration which at any rate has a beginning and an end. We will see
how the interpretations struggle over this.
Here are the details. You make your own conclusion. Does it mean eternal?
more ages after that age and so on

If not there will be

========================>
The Greek word aion-aionios translated Everlasting - Eternal in the Holy Bible shown to
denote limited duration
By Rev. John Wesley Hanson,

1823-1901

The oldest lexicographer, .Hesychius, (A. D. 4oo—6oo,) deﬁnes aion thus: “ The life of man, the
time of life." At this early date no theologian had yet imported into the word the meaning of endless
duration. It retained only the sense it had in the classics, and in the Bible.
Theodoret (A. D. 300---400) “Aion is not any existing thing, but an interval denoting time,
sometimes inﬁnite when spoken of God, sometimes proportioned to the duration of the creation,
and some-times to the life of man.”
John of Darnascus (A. D. 750,) says,“ 1, The life of every man is called aion. ..3, The whole
duration or life of this world is called aion. 4, The life after the resurrection is called ‘the aion to
come.’ ”
But in the sixteenth century Phavaorinus was compelled to notice an addition, which subsequently
to the time of the famous Council of 544 had been grafted on the word. He says; “ Aion, time, also
life, also habit, or way of life. Aion: is also the eternal and endless as IT SEEMS TO THE
THEOLOGIAN.” Theologians had succeeded in addin an additional meaning.
Alluding to this Rev Ezra S Goodwin says: "Here I strongly suspect is the true secret brought to
light of the origin of the sense of eternity in aion. The theologian first thought he perceived it, or
else he placed it there. The theologian keep it there now. And the theologian will probably retian it
there longer than anyone else"……………………
From the sixteenth century onward, the word has been deﬁned as used to denote all lengths of
duration from brief to endless. We record here such deﬁnitions as we have found.
Rost’.-(German deﬁnitions) “ Aion, duration, epoch, long time, eternity, memory of man, life-time,
life, age of man. Aionios, continual, always enduring, long continued, eternal."
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Hedericus .- “ An age, eternity, an age as if always being; time of man's life, in the memory of men,
(wicked men, New Testa1nent,) the spinal marrow. Aionios, eternal, everlasting, continual."
Schleusner.- “Any space of time whether longer or shorter, past, present or future, to be
determined by the persons or things spoken of, and the scope of the subject; the life or age of man.
Ainios, a definite and long period of time, that is, long enduring, but still definite period of time.”
Passow.' “Aionios, long continued, eternal, everlasting, in the classics.”

http://endtimeupgrade.org/hell-in-heaven-heaven-in-hell-c-4/

<========================================
====================>

166. aiónios ►Strong's Concordance
aiónios: agelong, eternal
Original Word: αἰώνιος, ία, ιον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aiónios
Phonetic Spelling: (ahee-o'-nee-os)
Short Definition: eternal, unending ( it is agelong whatever that length is - it can be long long or
short)
Definition: age-long, and therefore: practically eternal, unending; partaking of the character of
that which lasts for an age, as contrasted with that which is brief and fleeting. (practically can be
eternal but not necessarily)
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 166 aiṓnios (an adjective, derived from 165 /aiṓn ("an age, having a particular character
and quality")
– properly, "age-like" ("like-an-age"), i.e. an "age-characteristic" (the quality describing a
particular age); (figuratively) the unique quality (reality) of God's life at work in the believer, i.e. as
the Lord manifests His self-existent life (as it is in His sinless abode of heaven).
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"Eternal (166 /aiṓnios) life operates simultaneously outside of time, inside of time, and beyond
time – i.e. what gives time its everlasting meaning for the believer through faith, yet is also
time-independent. See 165 (aiōn).

The Greek word “aiōnios” is the adjectival form of the word “aiōn”. Interestingly enough, this word
has come into our English language from the Greek as “aeon”. In most dictionaries you will find
that the meaning of the word is given as “an indefinitely long period of time, an age”, not “eternity”.
So, if the noun means “age”, why should the adjective mean “eternal”? But, of course, this is no
proof that “aiōnios” does not mean “eternal.” For it might just happen that in Greek, the adjective
has a different meaning from the noun from which it is derived. But that isn’t the case.
Abbott-Smith’s Greek lexicon not only renders “aiōn” as “a space of time, an age”, but also
“aiōnios” as “age-long”.
Some say that in Greek the word “aiōnios” is used for “eternal” because there is no other Greek
word available for the concept. Not so.
There is indeed a word which means eternal in Greek which is aidios, but it is never used in
the bible in connection with life in heaven or in hell.

126. aidios ►
Strong's Concordance
aidios: everlasting
Original Word: ἀΐδιος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aidios
Phonetic Spelling: (ah-id'-ee-os)
Short Definition: eternal
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 126: ἀΐδιος
ἀΐδιος, (for ἀείδιος from ἀεί), eternal, everlasting: (Wis. 7:26) Romans 1:20; Jude 1:6.
(Homer hymn. 29, 3; Hesiod scut. 310, and
from Thucydides down in prose; (frequent in Philo, e. g.de profug…….)
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
eternal, everlasting.
From aei; everduring (forward and backward, or forward only) -- eternal, everlasting.
see GREEK aeiForms and Transliterations
αιδιοις αϊδίοις ἀϊδίοις αιδιος αϊδιος ἀΐδιος αιδοία aidiois aïdíois aidios aḯdios
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Which is eternal aidios: or aiónios?
The difference is clear aidios is eternal while aionios can be eternal since it is measured in ages or
age-long or age after age. Aionis can be short or long depending on the condition.but it does
not actually mean eternal whereas: Aidios is always certainly non-ending, properly eternal.
=================>
aion means "an age," a limited period, whether long or short, though often of indefinite length;
and the adjective aionios means "of the age," "age-long," "aeonian," and never "everlasting" (of its
own proper force), it is true that it may be applied as an epithet to things that are endless, but the
idea of endlessness in all such cases comes not from the epithet, but only because it is inherent in
the object to which the epithet is applied, as in the case of God.
Revisers have substituted for "everlasting" or "age-long" the word "eternal" in every
passage in the New Testament, where aionios is the original word.
As a further illustration of the meaning of aion and aionios, let me point out that in the Greek
version of the Old Testament (the Septuagint)
(--in common use among the Jews in Our Lord's time, from which He and the Apostles usually
quoted, and whose authority, therefore, should be decisive on this point -) these terms are
repeatedly applied to things that have long ceased to exist.
Thus:
AARONIC priesthood is said to be "everlasting," Num. 25:13.
The land of Canaan is given as an "everlasting" possession, and "for ever," Gen. 17:8, and 13:15.
In Deut. 23:3,
"for ever" is distinctly made an equivalent to "even to the tenth generation." In Lam. 5:19,
"for ever and ever" is the equivalent of from "generation to generation."
The inhabitants of Palestine are to be bondsmen "for ever," Lev. 25:46.
In Num. 18:19, the heave offerings of the holy things are a covenant "for ever."
CALEB obtains his inheritance "for ever," Josh. 14:9.
And DAVID'S seed is to endure "for ever," his throne "for ever," his house "for ever;" nay,
the passover is to endure "for ever;" and
In Isaiah 32:14, the forts and towers shall be "dens for ever, until the spirit be poured upon us."
So in Jude 7, Sodom and Gomorrah are said to be suffering the vengeance of eternal (aeonian)
fire, i.e., their temporal overthrow by fire, for they have a definite promise of final restoration. -- Ez.
16:55.
And Christ's kingdom is to last "for ever," yet we are distinctly told that this very kingdom is to end.
-- I Cor. 15:24.
Indeed, quotation might be added to quotation, both from the Bible and from early authors, to prove
this limited meaning of aion and its derivatives; but enough has probably been said to prove that it
is wholly impossible, and indeed absurd, to contend that any idea of endless duration is
necessarily or commonly implied by either aion or aionios.
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1 -- How, if it mean an endless period, can aion have a plural?
2 -- How came such phrases to be used as those repeatedly occurring in Scripture, where aion is
added to aion, if aion is of itself infinite?
3 -- How come such phrases as for the "aion" or aions and BEYOND? -- ton aiona kai ep aiona kai
eti: eis tous aionas kai eti. -- See (Sept.) Ex. 15:18; Dan. 12:3; Micah 4:5.
4 -- How is it that we repeatedly read of the end of the aion? -- Matt. 13:39,40,49; 24:3; 28:20; I Cor.
10:11; Heb. 9:26.
5 -- Finally, if aion be infinite, why is it applied over and over to what is strictly finite? e.g., Mark
4:19; Acts 3:21; Rom. 12:2; I Cor. 1:20, 2:20, 2:6, 3:18, 10:11, etc. But if an aion be not definite,
what right have we to render the adjective aionios (which depends for its meaning on aion) by the
terms "eternal" (when used as the equivalent of "endless") and "everlasting?"
Indeed our translators have really done further hurt to those who can only read their English Bible.
They have, wholly obscured a very important doctrine, that of "the ages." This when fully
understood throws a flood of light on the plan of redemption, and the method of the divine working.
We find
FIVE different words (or phrases) to translate this one word, aion, e.g.,
Eph. i. 21; ii. 2,7; iii. 11, 21, e.g., "world," "course," "age," "eternal," "for ever."
"The word by itself, whether adjective or substantive, never means endless." -- Canon FARRAR.
"The conception of eternity, in the Semitic languages, is that of a long duration and series of ages."
-- Rev J. S. BLUNT -- Dictionary of Theology.
"'Tis notoriously known," says Bishop Rust, "that the Jews, whether writing in Hebrew or Greek, do
by olam (the Hebrew word corresponding to aion), and aion mean any remarkable period and
duration, whether it be of life, or dispensation, or polity."
"The word aion is never used in Scripture, or anywhere else, in the sense of endlessness (vulgarly
called eternity, it always meant, both in Scripture and out, a period of time; else how could it have a
plural -- how could you talk of the aeons and aeons of aeons as the Scripture does? -- C.
KINGSLEY.
So the secular games, celebrated every century were called "eternal" by the Greeks. -- See HUET,
Orig. ii. pg. 162.
Thus JOSEPHUS calls "aeonian," the temple of Herod, which was actually destroyed when he
wrote. PHILO never uses aionios of endless duration.
file:///E:/www.tentmaker.org/articles/aion-allin.html
<======================
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In the New Testament the history of the world is conceived as developed through a
succession of aeons.
A series of such aeons precedes the introduction of a new series inaugurated by
the Christian dispensation, and the end of the world and the second coming of Christ are to mark
the beginning of another series. Eph. 1:21; 2:7; 3:9,21; 1 Cor 10:11; compare Heb. 9:26.
Paul includes the series of aeons in one great aeon, 'o aion ton aionon, the aeon of the aeons (Eph.
3:21);
and the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews describe the throne of God as enduring unto the aeon
of the aeons (Heb 1:8).
The plural is also used, aeons of the aeons, signifying all the successive periods which make up
the sum total of the ages collectively. Rom. 16:27; Gal. 1:5; Philip. 4:20, etc.
This plural phrase is applied by Paul to God only. Probably this implies that even God's Kingdom
can be terminated by the freewilled sons causing deterioration and destruction.
The adjective aionios
The adjective aionios in like manner carries the idea of time. Neither the noun nor the adjective,
in themselves, carry the sense of endless or everlasting. They may acquire that sense by their
connotation, as, on the other hand, aidios, which means everlasting, has its meaning limited to a
given point of time in Jude 6.
Aionios means enduring through or pertaining to a period of time. Both the noun and the adjective
are applied to limited periods.
Thus the phrase eis ton aiona, habitually rendered forever, is often used of duration which is
limited in the very nature of the case. See, for a few out of many instances, LXX,
Exod 21:6; 29:9; 32:13; Josh. 14:9 1 Sam 8:13; Lev. 25:46; Deut. 15:17; 1 Chron. 28:4;.
See also Matt. 21:19; John 13:8 1 Cor. 8:13.
The same is true of aionios. Out of 150 instances in LXX, four-fifths imply limited duration.
For a few instances see Gen. 48:4; Num. 10:8; 15:15; Prov. 22:28; Jonah 2:6; Hab. 3:6; Isa. 61:17.
Aidios
Paul uses the word once, in Rom. 1:20, where he speaks of "the everlasting power and
divinity of God."
In Rom. 16:26 he speaks of the eternal God (tou aioniou theou); but that he does not mean the
everlasting God is perfectly clear from the context. He has said that "the mystery" has been
kept in silence in times eternal (chronois aioniois), by which he does not mean everlasting
times, but the successive aeons which elapsed before Christ was proclaimed. God therefore
is described as the God of the aeons, the God who pervaded and controlled those periods before
the incarnation.
To the same effect is the title 'o basileus ton aionon, the King of the aeons, applied to God in
1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 15:3; compare Tob. 13:6, 10.
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The phrase pro chronon aionion, before eternal times (2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:2), cannot mean before
everlasting times. To say that God bestowed grace on men, or promised them eternal life before
endless times, would be absurd. The meaning is of old, as Luke 1:70. The grace and the promise
were given in time, but far back in the ages, before the times of reckoning the aeons.

Aidios

ἀΐδιος

In terms of heaven and hell nowhere aidios is used.
Nor in terms of earth.
Why was not Aidios used for heaven or hell or earth
Because:
Heaven, hell and earth are not permanent.

Heaven and Hell are never eternal they are age-long depending on the person. Sons of God
always will have freedom of will and there stay home or go out on holidays and it depends on the
sons. If they want to leave, God will not stop them. This is the parable of the two sons. That
does not mean God is not concerned and pained. He waits for their return.
Luke 15:11-32 The Parable of the Lost Son
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the
estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild
living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he
went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with
the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to
death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of
the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he has him back safe and sound.’
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his
father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat
so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home,
you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad,
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
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So also those who are eternally in hell, they are there because they are demons who does not
have eternal life (Adam could not eat the fruit of the tree of life - i.e. they can die - their life in hell
can terminate. Again it depends on them. Salvation is open for them even in hell. Jesus did go
to hell and proclaimed it soon after his resurrection. In fact he took some of the Captives Captive
and took with him to heaven.
Zoe aionios life age after age (translated eternal), occurs 42 times in N. T., but not in LXX, is
not endless life, but life pertaining to a certain age or aeon, or continuing during that aeon.
John says that zoe aionios is the present possession of those who believe on the Son of God, John
3:36; 5:24; 6:47,54. The Father's commandment is zoe aionios, John 1250; to know the only true
God and Jesus Christ is zoe aionios. John 17:3.
Life may be endless. The life in union with Christ is endless, but the fact is not expressed by
aionios. Christ is Aidios but it is not so stated anywhere. This is probably because his eternity is
beyond time and depends on the oneness within the Holi Trinity. The Holy Trinity is the beginning
of Time when the unknowable God, took qualities and comes into existence we have the Trinity.
Aidios applies to God alone in his indescribable, unknowable form.
Thus through the analysis we arrive at the idea that Kolasis aionios, rendered everlasting
punishment (Matt. 25:46), is the punishment peculiar to an aeon .

In some cases zoe aionios does not refer specifically to the life beyond time, but rather to the aeon
or dispensation of Messiah which succeeds the legal dispensation. See Matt. 19:16; John 5:39.

REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS ARE ALL TEMPERAL
=============================>
"When Jesus spoke of “everlasting punishment” (in Matthew 25:46), the terms used in this
statement reflect God’s viewpoint of punishment as correction or training for the individual
concerned. The translation of “punishment” (for the Greek kolasis) does not convey the full
meaning, which is better expressed in the following definitions:
“Pruning, restraint, restraining” (Young’s Analytical Concordance)
Correction, punishment, penalty… [SYN. kolasis, timoria: the noted definition of Aristotle
which distinguishes kolasis from timoria as that which (is disciplinary and) has reference to him
who suffers, while the latter (is penal and) has reference to the satisfaction of him who
inflicts…](Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament)
The above definition mentions the Greek word timoria (to punish), which emphasizes the
satisfaction of the one inflicting punishment (as when Paul, before his conversion, was “punishing”
Christians). But Jesus’ concept of punishment was not a vengeful thing (timoria) but was
kolasis – the kind of “punishment” that restrains evildoers while at the same time providing
them with the correction and pruning they need to cause them to change and grow in the
right direction.
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So if we combine kolasis (God’s view of punishment) with a truer understanding of the word
“everlasting”, we might re-phrase “everlasting punishment” as “a period of training upon entrance
into the Afterlife for those whose earthly lives were not lived in accordance with God’s ways”.
http://endtimeupgrade.org/hell-in-heaven-heaven-in-hell-c-4/

<==========================
The penalty of God's law is thus stated by Moses:
"But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments and his statutes, which I command thee this day, that all
these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee. Deut. 28:15-26.
Here is an enumeration of curses, but where is the curse of endless woe?
Then follows a series of curses all of which are of this world and temperal. But then Moses never
knew of a heaven nor a hell
Thus, Bishop Warburton says:
"Both rewards and punishments promised by Heaven were temporal only."
Dr. Paley says: "This dispensation dealt altogether in temporal rewards and punishments."
The same opinion was entertained by Grotius, Episcopius, Dr. Campbell, Bishop Burnett, Dr.
Burnett, Dr. Hey, and Mr. Ludliem.
The concept of ages and ages after ages only indicate temperal reward and temperal punishment
also. As long as the sentient sons of God are given the freedom of will (which is a condition for
sons unless they are made robots in heaven and hell) they will be the same and they will change
history by their action whether they are in heaven or in hell.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
BEHOLD I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW

(1Peter 3:19)
Christ "went and preached to the spirits in prison"
1 Pet 4:1-6
For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead,
that they might be judged according to men in the flesh,
but live according to God in the spirit.”
So the consequences of the death of Jesus on the cross had cosmic consequences.
Col (1:15-20)

Christ has “reconciled to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of the cross.”
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Ephesians 4: 7-10 “7 But each one of us was given grace according to the measure of the gift of
Christ. 8Therefore God says, ‘When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts
to men.’ 9But this, ‘He ascended’ —didn't he also first descend into the lower parts of the earth?
10He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all
things” (Ephesians 4:7-10 quoting Psalm 68:18).
When Christ died, was buried, arose from the dead, and ascended to the right hand of God, he set
a host of captives free from sin and took them captive to himself. He continues to do so even
today and will continue until he comes again, "that he might fill all things" (Ephesians 4:10).
So Christ went to Hades and "led captivity captive" (Ephesians 4:8)
In that God "rescued those who were under the domain of darkness, and transferred them to the
kingdom" Jesus snatched spiritual captives from Satan (cf. Matthew 27:52-53)
and conquered Death and Hell (1 Corinthians 15:55)
and empowered His Church to eternal victory.
"And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18).
The reconciliation and renewing and making things new covers all things in the cosmos in the
theology of Paul and Revelation of Jesus by John. It is everywhere emphasizing that the effect of
the Cross in not only for the living, but also for those died and those in the future where ever they
are:
Isaiah 43:18 “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I am
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
Revelation 21:5 And he who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Isaiah 65:17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind."
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It is as though it had never happened.
Ephesians 2:15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances,
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
Revelation 21:1–8
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the
former things have passed away."
And he who sat upon the throne said, "Behold I make all things new." Also he said, "Write this,
for these words are trustworthy and true." And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the fountain of the water of life
without payment. He who conquers shall have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall be
my son.
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their lot shall be in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur,
which is the second death." So this one death is not the end. There is also a second life
in a second age and that can also end up in a second death.
By the second resurrection the second set of people – the righteous ones – will join the resurrected
eternal life. Now the question is what waits to those who are considered not worthy to attain to that
age? It is described as, Second death, or Separation.
Does this end the life of those unrighteous in annihilation?
Some proposes that the wicked will be annihilated.
If they go into annihilation cease to exist and cease to suffer and there is no punishment here. If
they continue to exist in jail there is also a chance of redemption.
Psalm 88:10,11 “Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise thee? Shall
thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? Or thy faithfulness in destruction?”
Thus the two age model is too simplistic, it is a.zero approximation. All these suggests that the
simple two age model is a simplistic model which needs further elaboration. However the revealed
word gives us very little description of any age beyond the ages which is present and the next one.
However we are given enough indications based on the nature and character of God and his
promises to see the plan of universal salvation. However it is accomplished not in this age, but
through many ages to come when God will redeem all mankind unto himself when all creation will
be released from its bondage of death.
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1Co 2:6 -7 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom
of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification
(Pro 25:2-3) It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. As
the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the mind of kings is unsearchable. but the glory
of kings is to search things out. As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the mind of
kings is unsearchable.

Deu 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God; but the things that are revealed belong
to us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. Revealed things belongs
to us and to our children
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CHARACTER OF GOD

The direct statement which defines the character of God in the Old Testament is found in the
Mosaic revelation when God declares:
Exo 34:6 -7 and Jehovah passeth over before his face, and calleth: `Jehovah, Jehovah God,
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in kindness and truth,
keeping kindness for thousands, taking away iniquity, and transgression, and sin,
and not entirely acquitting, charging iniquity of fathers on children, and on children's children, on a
third generation , and on a fourth.' (YLT)
The Old Testment is period of the Law.
The whole history as presented in the Bible is a series of events where God loves and gives
punishment, seemingly severe. God cannot entirely acquit sin. He punishes it. Hence Paul tells us
that under the Law Every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward.
Heb. 2: 2.
But behind it all is the love, mercy and kindness typical of a Father.
The fullness of revelation came through Jesus in the New Testament where God is presented as
Love and as a Father in its fullness.
“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).
Jn 4:7 -13 Beloved, may we love one another, because the love is of God, and everyone who is
loving, of God he hath been begotten, and doth know God; he who is not loving did not know God,
because God is love. In this was manifested the love of God in us, because His Son--the only
begotten--hath God sent to the world, that we may live through him; in this is the love, not that we
loved God, but that He did love us, and did send His Son a propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if thus
did God love us, we also ought one another to love; God no one hath ever seen; if we may love
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one another, God in us doth remain, and His love is having been perfected in us; in this we know
that in Him we do remain, and He in us, because of His Spirit He hath given us.

The eternal damnation and everlasting Hell with suffering that never ends
defeats the nature of God as Father and his character of Love
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Christ conquered death
The function of Jesus was to defeat death and to redeem the whole creation. Every statement of
redemption is referring to all.
"THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED EVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE DEAD, that though judged in
the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does" (1 Peter 4:6).
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw ALL MEN to me" John 12:32
Jesus...."is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also FOR THE SINS OF THE
WHOLE WORLD"1 John 2:2
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"The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world"1 John 4:14
"...who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time" 1 Tim.2:6
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"We trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially those that believe"
1 Tim.4:10
"The lord is long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish"2 Pet.3:9
"And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to RECONCILE ALL things
unto himself..." Col. 1:20

"The grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men" (Titus 2:11)
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Hence the Salvation and Redemption through the sacrifice of Jesus Our Lord on the cross is for
the whole mankind, nay much more, it is for the whole creation – the whole cosmos.
Free willed Sons of God.
This salvation is offered to the whole mankind by Jesus. However there is another factor that
comes into play – the free will of the Children of God.
Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed. From whence come
wars and fighting amongst you? Do they not come even of the lusts that war in your members?
James 1: 14; 4: 1.
“Christ by his Resurrection conquered death and extended his liberating power to the kingdom of
the dead.
Redemption nevertheless remains an offer of salvation which it is up to people to accept freely.
This is why they will all be judged "by what they [have done]" (Rv 20:13). By using images, the New
Testament presents the place destined for evildoers as a fiery furnace, where people will "weep
and gnash their teeth" (Mt 13:42; cf. 25:30, 41), or like Gehenna with its "unquenchable fire" (Mk
9:43). All this is narrated in the parable of the rich man, which explains that hell is a place of eternal
suffering, with no possibility of return, nor of the alleviation of pain (cf. Lk. 16:19-3 1).
The Book of Revelation also figuratively portrays in a "pool of fire" those who exclude themselves
from the book of life, thus meeting with a "second death" (Rv. 20:13f.). Whoever continues to be
closed to the Gospel is therefore preparing for 'eternal destruction and exclusion from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might" (2 Thes 1:9).” (HEAVEN, HELL AND
PURGATORY: Pope John Paul II)
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UNIVERSAL SALVATION
Universal reconciliation, universal salvation or sometimes simply universalism, is the doctrine or
belief that all will receive salvation, regardless of their current state because of the love and mercy
of God. But it is not forced on to individuals because of the freedom God has given to his sons.
Every act will receive a just reward. As a result those who reject the offer of salvation will have to
go through the experience of hell here and now as well as in the ages to come until he returns to
the father.
There are some who believe it to be a heresy because they feel it will reduce the impact of the
immediacy of the gospel message.
This is the day of salvation and this is the day of grace. If you miss this you are going to
suffer through hell. That is the gospel in truth.
Various early fathers definitely expressed this concept. These include:
• Clement of Alexandria, in the 3rd century
• Origen in the 3rd century,
• St. Gregory of Nyssa in the 4th century, who was declared "the father of fathers" by the seventh
ecumenical council
• and St. Isaac the Syrian in the 7th century,
Four of the six theological schools of thought in ancient Christendom supported universalism and
only one supported eternal damnation. Additionally, theological thought appears more varied
before the strong influence of Augustine, who forcefully denied universal salvation
What we are told is that Jesus will redeem ALL THINGS and will make all things new. We have no
definite revelation regarding these intermediary states. Theologians through the ages have
suggested various methods.
SIMPLE TWO AGE MODEL LEADS TO ETERNAL HELL
JESUS COULD NOT MAKE HIS PROMISE
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This is the simple western evangelistic model. They refuse to accept any further age. Thus those
who are in Christ (Christians) will live eternally in Heaven and those who are not in Christ (Non
Christians) will live eternally in hell in eternal suffering. This of course makes the resurrection and
judgement an unnecessary event if you accept that Jesus will come again and take his believers
dead and alive with him and he will unite with the church (the event of the marriage of the lamb) If
the believers are already with him as his wife where is the judgement. "There is therefore no
condemnation for those who are in Jesus" They only receive their crowns. The unbelievers are
already in hell.
Again, this of course violates the character of God as Father and a host of scriptural verses.
How can there be joy in heaven when relations of those in heaven still burn in hell?
God will have to bring in a memory wipe out for them.
Of course all creation is not made new here.
Unless burning is making new.
Some group devised another solution where the Non Christians are totally annihilated. They cease
to exist. So they don’t suffer any more.
Now that all non-christians are gone from cosmos, what remains as the believers who can all be
made new and all that remains of the creation can be made new.
JESUS SOMEHOW MADE HIS PROMISES COME TRUE

What Paul and the New Testament assert is:
There is a separation of men into two groups from one age to the other. One enters into Heaven
and the other to Hell. The presence of God continues even in the Hell because there is nothing
outside of God.
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Where do you go after the second death? What happens after death? A new hell or a new heaven
and a repetition of the process? The scripture leave that to be explained.
But this much we know that in the end he will make all things new.

How can God do this without violating the freewill of the sentient beings in all cosmos. The only
way this can be done is by an on going separation of the righteous and those who believe in Jesus
for the redemption of sin.
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This has to be an ongoing process until he can make all things new.

The ages after the ages will

be the process of making everything new.

Jesus said:
"Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.".
Nicodemus saith unto him,
"How can a man be born when he is old? . Can he enter the second time into
his mother's womb, and be born?"
Jesus answered. .
".Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit"
(John 3:3-6)
Psa 139:7 -8 Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I
ascend to heaven, thou art there! If I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there!
Ultimately All creation will be reconciled and redeemed.
Thus in the love of God as a Father the patience of God continues through the Ages until by their
own choice every Son will all return to the Father. This is illustrated by the parable of the Prodigal
Son.
This mystery however is not fully exposed in the Bible for the simple reason, that the gospel is for
now. Today is the day of salvation. Sadhu Sunder Singh presents it as follows:
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IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE

“I was also told that the love of God operates even in Hell. Those in Hell will ultimately be brought
to Heaven, like the prodigal son, but with regard to the ultimate fate of certain in number you must
not ask. There is a kind of heavenly joke – no, joke is not a good word for it. Very few will be lost
but many will be saved. It is so but don’t tell,’ they said, as it were in jest, ‘because it will make men
careless, and we want them to enjoy the First Heaven - that is, the Heaven on earth - as well.’
Sadhu Sunder Singh
Though we have no definite revelation on how this process takes place. Paul gives the following
necessary events before this is achieved.
1Co 15:22-28
• For as in Adam ALL die, so also in Christ shall ALL be made alive.

• But each in his own order:

EACH
IN HIS
OWN
ORDER

What is this order?
o Christ the first fruit;
o then they that are Christ's, at his coming.
o Then we have the white throne judgment when the righteous non-believer are given the earth.
Mat 25:46
“And these shall go away into age to age punishment: but the righteous into age to age life. “
These are sure events, since we have details about these events in the Bible.
Then what?





Somethings happen so that it leads to a state when he shall have abolished all rule and all authority and power.
For he must reign, till he hath put all his enemies under his feet. (These are the evil forces of
the whole cosmos)
For, He put all things in subjection under his feet.
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The last enemy that shall be abolished is death.
And when all things have been subjected unto him
then shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that did subject all things unto him,
Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; But
when he saith, All things are put in subjection, it is evident that he is excepted who did subject
all things unto him

' The whole creation will be redeemed- we are only the first fruits

(1Co 15:26) The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
Romans 8:20-24

For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but because of the
One who subjected it, in hope that

the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay
and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already
have?
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Rom 8:19-21 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope;
because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty
of the children of God.

Rom 8:23-24 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we
were saved.


that God may be all in all.

These are very cryptic statements. Evidently the struggle with the powers of darkness continues
beyond the White Throne judgment until Christ reigns. Then the Son himself will merge with the
Father so that God fill the whole cosmos.
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Eph 1:9-10 For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ as

a plan for the fullness of time,
to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
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Rev 21:5 And he who sat upon the throne said,

"Behold, I make all things new."

(1Co 15:28) When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to
him who put all things under him, that God may be everything to everyone.
The cycle of Fall and Total Redemptions through a number of ages, brings back the cosmos to its
original consonance in God.
Here is the plan of salvation that is suggested in these verses which satisfies all the sequence of
events.
You were created once and your body may die, but you will live. Probably in another dimension
where the love of God will still reach out. You are a Son and until you are mature, the father will
discipline you. Then your yetser ha Ra will balance your yetser ha Tov. Adam and Eve enters
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back the Garden of Eden. And The Garden of Eden will be the whole creation in all dimensions.
Just as in the first death, the physical body is lost and another type of body is given and the soul
lives in Hades, in the second death a dimensional change might be occuring. Just as the soul
continues to live in Hades, it will continue to live in other dimensions after subsequent death. This
is in a way re-incarnation, but not back into physical realm.
One thing is certain in the ultimate end God will redeem all of his children in every realm of
existence and everything will be made whole and new.

O
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SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE OF UNIVERSALISM

God is the Father of all men.
"Have we not ALL one Father? Hath not one God created us?" (Mal. 2:10)
A kind Father will not punish his children but for their good. God is evidently called the Father of all
men in the Scriptures, and this is not an unmeaning name. He has the disposition and principles of
a Father. He loves with a Father's love. He watches with a Father's care. He reproves with a
Father's tenderness. He punishes with a Father's design. God is the Father of all men and,
therefore, he cannot make mankind endlessly miserable.
The Will of God
It is the will of God that all men shall be saved.
"Who will have all men to be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth." (1 Tim. 2:4)
By "all men", in this passage, is undoubtedly to be understood all the human race. Salvation comes
through the belief of the truth. God wills that all men should come to the knowledge of the truth,
and be saved thereby.
The Rod of Men
2 Samuel 7:14 I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will
correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men,
The Nature of God
God is love, and love worketh no ill.
"God is love". (1 John 4:8)
"Love Worketh no ill". (Rom. 13:10)
This is a very forcible argument. God's nature is the very essence of benevolence, and
benevolence cannot be the origin of endless evil. If love worketh no ill, God can work no ill, and,
therefore, God cannot be the author of endless evil.
God loves all mankind.
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son" (John 3:16), and, as Jesus died
for all men, so God loves all men. This argument adds great force to the last.
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God loves even his enemies. For he requires men to love their enemies, which he could not do if
he hated his. (Matt. 4:44) And Jesus declared, "for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil."
(Luke 6:35) This is but an amplification of the preceding argument. If God loves his enemies, he
certainly loves all men, for no one doubts that he loves his friends. And can God cause those to be
endlessly miserable whom he loves?
The PLEASURE of God .
"As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked". (Ezek. 33:11)
The Mystery of His will:
"Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, WHICH HE
HATH PURPOSED IN HIMSELF, that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him".
(Eph. 1:9-10)
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me". (John 12:32)
God promised to Abraham, his servant, that he would bless all mankind, in his seed.
"In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed". (Gen. 12:3)
"In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed". (Gen. 22:18)
God made the same promise to Isaac.
"I will perform the oath which I scare unto Abraham thy father, and I will make thy seed to multiply
as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed." (Gen. 24:3-4)
The same promise was repeated to Jacob, the grandson of Abraham.
"And in thee, and in thy seed, shall all the families of the earth be blessed." (Gen. 28:14)
The apostle Paul (and higher authority we do not wish) fully settles the question in regard to who is
meant by the "seed of Abraham." He says,
"Now to Abraham and his seed, were the promises made. He saith not, and to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, and to thy seed, WHICH IS CHRIST." (Gal. 3:16)
Christ, then, is the seed of Abraham; and in him ALL the NATIONS and FAMILIES of the earth
shall be blessed.
The apostle Paul repeats this promise, and calls it THE GOSPEL. "And the Scripture, foreseeing
that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying,
IN THE SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED." (Gal 3:8)
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"ALL"; , "EVERY MAN"; "THE WHOLE WORLD"
Jesus died FOR ALL.
"He gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time." (1 Tim. 2:6)
"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned
with glory and honor; that he, by the grace of God, SHOULD TASTE DEATH FOR EVERY MAN."
(Heb. 2:9)
"And he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the SINS OF THE WHOLE
WORLD." (1 John 2:2)
So John says, "If ANY MAN sin, we have and Advocate with the Father." (1 John 2:1)
"and I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32)
When Jesus was born, the angel said to the fearful shepherds,
"Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE." (Luke 2:10)
The people who heard Jesus preach, said, "we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is
indeed the Christ, THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD." (John 4:42)
John, the beloved disciple of Christ, said,
"We have seen, and do testify, that the Father sent the Son TO BE THE SAVIOR OF THE
WORLD." (1 John 4:14)
The Testimony of the Prophets
. "And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you, whom the heaven must
receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets, since the world began." (Acts 3:20-21)
Isaiah said, "the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and ALL FLESH shall see it together." (Isaiah
40:5) This is the declaration of Jehovah, for the prophet adds, "the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it." If the Lord hath declared, that all flesh shall see his glory together, surely it must be done.
.Jehovah saith, by Jeremiah, concerning the covenant he made with the house of Israel,
"I will put my law in their inward parts, and writhe it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, know the Lord; for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." (Jer.
31:33-34)
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"THE LORD WILL NOT CAST OFF FOREVER. But, though he cause grief, yet will he have
compassion according to the multitude of his mercies, for he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the
children of men." (Lamen. 3:31-33)
Daniel said, of the reign of Christ, "there was given him dominion, and glory and a kingdom that all
people, nations and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." (Dan. 7:14)
Hosea said, "I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. O
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave (or Hell, Sheol), I will be thy destruction." (Hosea 8:14)
Let the light of inspiration guide us. St. Paul applies these words to the resurrection of the dead, at
the last day, (see 1 Cor. 15:54-55). At the resurrection of the dead, the, God will destroy SHEOL,
HELL. He does not raise his creatures from the dead in order to punish them forever in SHEOL, for
SHEOL shall then be destroyed.
.Micah said, of Jehovah, "He retaineth not his anger forever, because he delighteth in mercy."
(Micah 7:18)
Paul saith, "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive". (1 Cor. 15:22)
"If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature". (2 Cor. 5:17)
Hence, if ALL shall be made alive IN CHRIST, they shall ALL be new creatures in the resurrection
of the dead.
Death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed. (1 Cor 15:26) If death be the last enemy, and if that
shall be destroyed, there will no enemies to the happiness of man remain after the resurrection.
Paul saith, "that God was in Christ, reconciling THE WORLD unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them". (2 Cor. 5:19)
God is called "the Savior of all men". (1 Tim 4:10)
"The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from ALL sin". (1 John 1:7)

137

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

"By your command death became the power,
But by your resurrection, you have removed this"
So says the liturgy of the Eastern Churches.

The law which bound everything in the material

world to go from order to disorder came to an end when Jesus rose from the dead on the third day.
The Second Law of Thermodynamics has been reversed in that grave when Jesus defeated death.
This resurrection power is available to all who accept Him.
God also tells us in the Bible that we are going to get these earthly bodies back not the decaying
body, not the three dimensional body; but a glorified body which will go from glory unto glory which
is sometimes called spiritual body to indicates that even the material will include other higher
dimensions.

What we have is not just matter but the essence that is the substance of the body of

God Himself whose form is found in Christ.

The redeemed will exist in all the realms of cosmos,

material, soul , spirit and into the divine.
In Corinthians 15:42-44, he speaks not only about these earthly bodies but also about our
spiritual bodies.
So also is the resurrection of the dead.
The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.
It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
And all this is going to happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.
2 Corinthians 3:17-18
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Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18But we all, with
unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

"There shall be no more curse" (Revelation 22:3).
"Because the [creation] itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God" (Romans 8:21).

139

HEAVEN AND HELL: IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE: PROF.M.M.NINAN

"The old law of entropy, along with "the law of sin and death" (Romans 8:2) which accompanied it,
will be gone once and for all—all because Christ lives!"
http://www.icr.org/article/entropy-resurrection/
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Hell is real, whether it is a state or a place; whether you make it yourself or the cosmic law builds it
for you.

It is an on going torture. It can be ages after ages of pain and suffering.

have to go through hell. Jesus offers it to you here, now and in this life.

But you don’t

This is the good news of

Salvation through Jesus Christ.
You have the freedom to choose. God will never force it on you this way or that. Now or any time
in your life, inside the Hell or even inside Heaven.

It is your choice.

If the life of the saved in the heaven is eternal it would necessarily mean he is eternally in
consonance with God and he never goes against the spirit and will of God.
Doesn't that imply he looses his freedom of will.
It is one thing to assume that the begotten Son goes along with the Father and Mother of his own
will. Father, Son and HS are one in essence and thus form one God - they have no freedom of will
outside of the family. This is why many theologians had problem with the concept Trinity. Thus the
Eastern Churhes distinguish between the Trinity family as one is essence and hence One God.
Not so with the Sons of God and all creation which are not one in essence with God, but
emanations from the One Triune God. Adam and Eve had total freewill and can go against the
will of God while being children of God.. The eternal heaven implies no free will and it reduces
either Adamic family as the slaves of God as assumed by Islam and early Jews or they are simply
machines.
Is that the heaven we are talking about.?
Unless we assume that in the process of theosis we transform in the likeness of the son and
become merged with the Son as his body and as his wife, The marriage is consumated and we
form part of the God Family.
If there is freewill in heaven what will God do when someone decides against God's will? If he
exercise yetser ha Ra, (self assertion and egoism and demands seperation from God) what
happens to the heavenly society and its oneness?
What I am trying to establish is the concept that even in heaven, Human freewill exists and hence
anyone can disturb the unity of heaven and demand a new election to a new King or new
President.
Is there any reason to think that “ending” or “non-ending” is part of the meaning of the word? I think
not. In Christ’s parable, the goats go into age-to-age punishment, and the sheep into
age-to-age life. That which goes from age to age, may come to an end or it may not. There is
nothing inherent in the meaning of the word “aiōnios” that indicates which it is. That is exactly why
that word was used in the scripture.
That was the case with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
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As long as the inhabitant went along with the Kingdom Principles and rules, you are in. If they
then assert their own "I am" Ra concept outside of God, the whole Kingdom will again fall out.
God will be forced to start all over again. Will the cycle of creation and redemption repeat as a
cycle? It may not be in a long long time to come. But sonship implies freedom and freedom
would mean that fall out is a possibility.
2 Corinthians 3:17 -18 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into His image with intensifying glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirt.
This is probably where the concept of the marriage of lamb comes to play.

The marriage is the joining of the creation as the body of Christ which gives the creation a greater
stability with each organ as free part of the body. That makes the age of the new family long unless
the marriage fall apart or the heart of the body malfunction.

There are, however, some striking statements on the universal scope and efficacy of the
atonement in the New Testament.

Christ took away the sins of the world (John 1:29);
drew all men to Himself (12:32);
propitiated the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2 ASV);
In Christ shall all be made alive (1 Cor 15:22 RSV);
In Christ the world is reconciled to God (2 Cor 5:19).
John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.
= Behold the lamb of God which will take away the sins of some of the people
John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
= If I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw some of you to me
1 John 2:2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
= He is the propitiation for some of our sins, not for ours only, but also for the sins of some
of those not with us also
1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
= Even though in Adam all die, not so in Christ, in Christ some shall be made alive
2 Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation.
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= God was in Christ, reconciling some people of this world unto himself…..and hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation for them.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Romans 8:19-23: The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration [curse]... in hope that the creation itself
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the
children of God....We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
(How can the creation - the whole creation be liberated when some are in the hell?)
Gen 12:3, “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” )
Isaiah 43:18-23 Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I
am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Revelation 21:5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Isaiah 65:17
For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall
not be remembered or come into mind.
Ephesians 2:15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
Hebrews 8:13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.
1 Timothy 4:10
For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living
God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
1 Timothy 2:4 Who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Isaiah 55:8-11 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts. “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which
I sent it.
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Romans 5:18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.
John 12:32

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
Romans 11:32

For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

Philippians 2:10 So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth,

1 Corinthians 15:22
alive.

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made

Romans 14:11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God.”
Luke 3:6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
John 12:47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not
come to judge the world but to save the world.
1 Peter 3:19 In which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,
1 Peter 4:6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though
judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.

Ephesians 1:10 As a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.
Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
Colossians 1:20 And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
1 Corinthians 15:28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.
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1 John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also
for the sins of the whole world.
1 John 4:8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
1 John 4:14
of the world.

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior

Revelation 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.
This is the first resurrection.
Revelation 20:14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire.
Isaiah 25:6-8
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a
feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow
up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.
Lamentations 3:31-33
For the Lord will not cast off forever, but, though he cause grief, he will
have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not
willingly afflict or grieve the children of men.
Psalm 22:27:All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.

Psalm 145: 9-10 The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
All thy works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you!

Matthew 18:14: "It is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones
should perish."

Luke.3:6: All flesh shall see the salvation of God.
John 12:32: "When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself." I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God... --Romans 8:38-39

Then as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's act of righteousness
leads to ACQUITTAL AND LIFE FOR ALL MEN
For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man's obedience
MANY WILL BE MADE RIGHTEOUS.
Rom 5:18-19
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For in him (Christ) all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of the cross.
Col 1:19-20

Revelation 5:13, that in the end times, we hear the voices even from the depths
of Hades singing praises.
Is this possible?
Revelation 5:13: "Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on
the sea, and all that is in them, singing: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise
and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"
What creature is there under the earth other than the dead - those who are in Hades. They are
singing praises to Jesus. This is every creature not a few. Is this true? Am I reading right?
Every creature in Hades under the earth will be saved?
Here are the commentaries on this verse which support that every creature and creation will be
redeemed and will sing the praise of the lamb who accomplished it.
The Apostle who pictured all creation as waiting in eager expectation for the full redemption—the
redemption of “the body” (Romans 8:23), looked forward to the time when “the whole universe,
whether animate or inanimate, would bend the knee in homage and raise its voice in praise”
(Philippians 2:10). The doxology which thus rises from the universe is appropriately four-fold: the
definite article (omitted in the English version) must be supplied before each word (“The blessing,”
&c.). The two preceding songs were in honour of the Lamb; in this last the praise is addressed to
the Throned One and to the Lamb. This linking of the Lamb with God as the Throned One is
common throughout the book. Here they are linked in praise; in Revelation 6:16 they are linked in
wrath; in Revelation 7:17 they are linked in ministering consolation; in Revelation 19:6-7, they are
linked in triumph. In the final vision of the book the Lord God and the Lamb are the temple
(Revelation 21:22) and the light (Revelation 21:23), the refreshment (Revelation 22:1) and
sovereignty (Revelation 22:3), of the celestial city.

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary
5:8-14 It is matter of joy to all the world, to see that God deals with men in grace and mercy
through the Redeemer. He governs the world, not merely as a Creator, but as our Saviour. The
harps were instruments of praise; the vials were full of odours, or incense, which signify the
prayers of the saints: prayer and praise should always go together. Christ has redeemed his
people from the bondage of sin, guilt, and Satan. He has not only purchased liberty for them, but
the highest honour and preferment; he made them kings and priests; kings, to rule over their own
spirits, and to overcome the world, and the evil one; and he makes them priests; giving them
access to himself, and liberty to offer up spiritual sacrifices. What words can more fully declare that
Christ is, and ought to be worshipped, equally with the Father, by all creatures, to all eternity!
Happy those who shall adore and praise in heaven, and who shall for ever bless the Lamb, who
delivered and set them apart for himself by his blood. How worthy art thou, O God, Father, Son,
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and Holy Ghost, of our highest praises! All creatures should proclaim thy greatness, and adore thy
majesty.
Barnes' Notes on the Bible
And every creature which is in heaven - The meaning of this verse is, that all created things
seemed to unite in rendering honor to Him who sat on the throne, and to the Lamb. …
Under the earth - Supposed to be inhabited by the shades of the dead. See the Job 10:21-22 notes;
Isaiah 14:9 note…….
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary
13. The universal chorus of creation, including the outermost circles as well as the inner (of saints
and angels), winds up the doxology. The full accomplishment of this is to be when Christ takes His
great power and reigns visibly.
every creature—"all His works in all places of His dominion" (Ps 103:22).
under the earth—the departed spirits in Hades.
Matthew Poole's Commentary avoids the subject all together
Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible
and on the earth; men and beasts, and every creeping thing, mountains, hills, fruitful trees, and all
cedars: and under the earth: in the bowels of it, metals, minerals, and everything of that kind:
Gill avoids it and interprets it as metals mineral etc singing praises.
Meyer's NT Commentary
every creature (πᾶν κτίσμα) unites in the hymns of praise……he expressly mentions the four great
“regions of the creation,”[1969] the whole of which he wishes to represent, just as in Psalm 146:6,
Php 2:11, the entire creation is described in its three chief departments…
Expositor's Greek Testament
Revelation 5:13. From the whole creation a third doxology rises, catching up the last word (εὐλογίᾳ)
eulogy of the preceding, and addressed—as in the primitive and distinctive confessions of early
Christianity (e.g., John 17:3, 1 Timothy 2:5) to God and Jesus alike (Revelation 7:10). In this
chorus of praise (Revelation 1:6), by a sweep of the poet’s imagination, even departed spirits and
sea-monsters (ἐπὶ τ. θαλ., rather than seafaring men) join……
It definitely asserts the statement:
"Behold I make ALL things new" which includes all creatures that Jesus created. They are
all redeemed.
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I don’t know how else could we interpret it. Should we say the minerals and dust are singing
songs? They are all recreated joined to the infinite realm and entropy law is reversedbut
minerals and matter does not sing or praise.
Lutheranism
Martin Luther, in a sermon delivered in Torgau in 1533, stated that Christ descended into Hell.
The Formula of Concord (a Lutheran confession) states, "we believe simply that the entire person,
God and human being, descended to Hell after his burial, conquered the devil, destroyed the
power of Hell, and took from the devil all his power." (Solid Declaration, Art. IX)
"For Christ died for sins once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous,
(I Peter 3:18 )

WHO IS YOUR GOD?
A GREAT TORMENTOR, A GREAT ANNIHILATOR, OR A GREAT SAVIOR?
http://what-the-hell-is-hell.com/2010/who-is-your-god/

While many people are not aware of this fact, nevertheless, it is true that many leading selling
Bibles contain passages which prove all three of the above concepts of the Creator of the Universe.
All three groups base their teachings of the ultimate fate of the righteous and the wicked upon
“What saith the Scriptures?”
Obviously, all three cannot be true. It is these seeming contradictions in “best selling” Bibles that
have caused many honest seekers to look elsewhere for the truth. They came to the conclusion
that the Bible contradicts itself. Today the largest camp is the Great Tormentor Camp. It may come
as a surprise to many people, but the view of the early Church was the Great Savior camp. It
wasn’t until the 5th and 6th century A.D. that the Great Tormentor camp began to be prevalent.
Below are listed some of the main Scriptures used by each of the camps to prove their position.
We will briefly attempt to show why two of these positions are false.
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Great Savior

Great Annihilator

Great Tormentor

ALL will be SAVED

Wicked will be ANNIHILATED

Wicked will be TORMENTED
ETERNALLY

1 Timothy 2:1-7
1 Timothy 4:9-11
Romans 5:18-21
Romans 11:25-36
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Ephesians 1:7-11
Philippians 2:9-11
Colossians 1:12-23
Hebrews 2:5-10
Hebrews 9:23-26
John 12:32,33
1 John 3:8
Romans 8:20,21
Revelation 5:13
Isaiah 25:6-8
Philippians 3:21
John 12:47
Galatians 3:8
John 3:17
Psalm 138:4
2 Corinthians 5:14-20
1 Corinthians Chapter 13
Psalm 22:27,29
Psalm 65:2-4
John 1:9-13
Psalm 66:3,4
Genesis 18:18
1 Timothy 4:9-1

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10
1 Thessalonians 5:3
1 Corinthians 5:5
2 Thessalonians 2:8-12
Jeremiah 51:39,57cf
Jeremiah 18:13-17
Jeremiah 25:8-11
Malachi 4:1-3
Obadiah 1:15,16
Matthew 10:28
Second death
Revelation 20:11-15
Judges 5:31
Psalms 37:20
Psalms 92:9
Luke 19:27
1 Corinthians 15:25,26
2 Peter 3:10-12
Hebrews 6:4-8
Matthew 25:31-46
John 3:36
1 Timothy 6:9
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Matthew 25:31-46
Mark 9:38-48
Luke 16:19-31
Matthew 12:24-32
John 3:35,36
Revelation 14:9-12
Revelation 19:19-21
Revelation 20:7-10
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10
Revelation 20:11-15
Revelation 21:8
2 Peter 2:3-22
Jude 6,7
2 Peter 3:10-12
Hebrews 6:4-8
Luke 9:25
John 3:36
Matthew 24:50,51
Luke 12:4,5
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The preceding lists contain most of the leading Scriptures used to support these positions. Surely,
not all three views are correct. If they are, then there must be passages in these leading Bibles that
contradict one another.

http://www.tentmaker.org

Origen on the Salvation of the Devil
Did Origen believe in the salvation of the devil? He clearly believed that all rational souls were able
to be saved (Contra Celsum 4.99) and this would, on Origen's view of the nature of demonic forces,
have included the devil and his demons. So the accusation was stirred up that he taught the
salvation of demons. But, in a letter to his friends in Alexandria he explicitly denied that he thought
the devil and his demons would be saved. So did he or didn't he? Tricky.
Perhaps the following passage explains how he could maintain both positions:
“For the destruction of the last enemy must be understood in this way, not that its substance
which was made by God shall perish, but that the hostile purpose and will which proceeded, not
from God but from itself, will come to an end. It will be destroyed, therefore, not in the sense of
ceasing to exist, but of being no longer an enemy and no longer death. For to the Almighty nothing
is impossible, nor is anything beyond the reach of cure by its maker.”
Peri Archon 3.6.5
(trans. Marguerite Harl, Gilles Dorival, and Alain Le Boulluec. Paris, 1976, p.67)
In this case, it might be that Origen denied that Satan would be saved for "Satan" is to Lucifer what
"the sinful nature"/"the flesh"/"the old man" is to us. For God to save us "the old must pass away"
and there must be new creation (2 Cor 5). So perhaps, for God to redeem fallen angels he must
annihilate their demonic aspect. Thus it would be that Satan and his demons would be lost
forever — damned — even as God saves Lucifer and his angelic followers.
Gregory of Nyssa was even more bold than Origen on this issue: He maintained that "the originator
of evil himself will be healed” (Catechetical Orations 26. The Catechetical Oration of Gregory of
Nyssa. Edited by James H. Srawley. Cambridge, 1903, p. 101).
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