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FOREWORD

This is an attempt to collect all the childhood stories about Jesus from birth to his age of 12 which
were written by the early Christians (and a few of Mohammed the Prophet of Islam) that purports “to
make known unto you the works of the childhood of our Lord Jesus Christ and his mighty deeds, even
all that he did when he was born in our land…” (Ch. 1). Bible gives us very little details of his life of
the early period. Matthew and Luke mentions only the birth of Jesus. John was very clear in stating
that Jesus was an incarnation of God and they were witnesses to his glory. According to the scripures
this was during the transformation on mount Sinai.

We have the details of the birth of Christ, through Mary who became pregnant with the child Jesus by
the Spirit of God. Then the baby was visited first by shepherds and then probably a few years later
the baby and the mother were visited by the group of Magi from East. There are stories connected
with the magi visits which I have given elsewhere. We are told that on the eighth day the baby was
circumcised according to the law and was given the sign of the covenant on his body.

After that we get the next story only when Jesus was Twelve years old - (Luke 2:41-52) when he was
talking with the teachers of the law in the temple. Then we have absolute silence until Jesus was
about thirty years old when he was baptised by his cousin John the Baptist and he started his ministry.

Why are the writers of the Gospels silent for nearly 30 years? This has led to wild fancy claims of
Jesus’ travel to India and learning from the Brahmins of India on one side and on the other travelling
with his uncle, Joseph of Arimathea to England etc. The only details we have is for the period after
his 30th year which lasted three and a half years and at the end of it he was crucified and after three
days he was resurrected and after forty days he ascended unto the father and sat on the right hand of
the father. All his teachings and claims are restricted to this period. The scripture is intentionally
silent for all the 30 years except for the normal Jewish customs and rituals. Was it intentional or
did they not have any idea of what happenned during the period. But his “brothers and sisters” were
within the church, surely they would have witnessed if there were anything strange and unusual
beyond human life.

Before discussing the details and reasons let us read through the stories themselves as presented by
the various authors in the early periods.

I believe that the scripture recorded correctly and there is a reason why they left out most of the 30
years without details. The reason is that there was nothing special to give details. The infancy
gospels written after the completion of the scriptures were an attempt to make up the stories
depending on their concept of what incarnation would mean.

Here are the Infancy gospels which I have included.
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1. The Infancy Gospel of Thomas approx 150 AD
Attributed to Apostle Thomas the twice cousin of Jesus

2. The Infancy Gospel of James 140-170 AD
Attributed to James the brother of Jesus who became the first Bishop of Jerusalem

3. Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew 600-625 AD
Attributed to Apostle Matthew , the tax collector Levi

4. Syriac/Arabic Infancy Gospel 6th C
A collection from several available writings of the period

Though the Infancy Gospels has been dismissed as non-canonical, we will be looking at these
stories as an attempt by the then scholars as to how an incarnation of God as a man would be acting
out and what would have been the reaction of the parents of the mixed race would react and handle
him. Above all how did his teachers and the society handle him. The Infancy Gospel of Thomas
offers an intimate portrayal of a household in tumult. It is, in other words, a family drama. How do
Mary and Joseph take up the task of raising such an unusual child? Do they understand him? Does
he understand them?

Prof.M.M.Ninan,
Normal, IL
2020
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The word "apocrypha" comes from the Greek verb ἀποκρύπτειν (apokryptein), "to hide
away."
From the Greek "apo" which means "away"; and "kryptein" means "to hide".
These Apocrypha are considered outside the canon of the church and as such cannot be used for
doctrinal purposes, as they are not considered “divinely inspired”, they may be used for studies
as they have historical importance. We can trace how some of the heresies developed within
the Church.

https://wikimili.com/en/Apocrypha
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CHAPTER ONE
THE INFANCYGOSPELOF THOMAS

M.R. James-Translation and Notes
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924

Introduction
by Translator James

I now present the three principal forms of it, as given by Tischendorf: two Greek texts, A and B, and
one Latin.

The few Greek manuscripts are all late. The earliest authorities are a much abbreviated Syriac
version of which the manuscript is of the sixth century, and a Latin palimpsest at Vienna of the fifth or
sixth century, which has never been deciphered in full.

The Latin version translated here is found in more manuscripts than the Greek; none of them, I think,
is earlier than the thirteenth century.

The Author of the Gospel is assigned to Thomas the Israelite - Judas Thomas Didymus. Thomas and
Didymus both means twins and Thomas the Apostle is considered as the twin of Jesus and is so
described in some Apocrypha. My contention is that Judas was Jesus’ first cousin through his Father
Joseph and also the first cousin through his mother Mary making him double cousins. In a manner
very similar to the Gospel of John, the apocryphal Gospel of Philip (3rd century) also seems to list
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Mary of Clopas among Jesus' female entourage: “ There were three who always walked with the Lord:
Mary, his mother, and her sister, and Magdalene, the one who was called his companion .

The Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew (7th century) presents Mary of Cleophas as the daughter of
Cleophas and Anna: “ Jesus met them, with Mary His mother, along with her sister Mary of Cleophas,
whom the Lord God had given to her father Cleophas and her mother Anna, because they had
offered Mary the mother of Jesus to the Lord. And she was called by the same name, Mary, for the
consolation of her parents.”

Jerome (347-420), writing Against Helvidius in defense of perpetual virginity of the mother of Jesus,
argued that the brothers of Jesus (James, Simon, Jude, and Joses or Joseph) were children of Mary
of Clopas, the sister of the mother of Jesus, making them first cousins of Jesus. Jerome also
identified James, the brother of Jesus, with the Apostle James, son of Alphaeus and thus supposed
that Mary of Cleopas was married to Alphaeus.(Wikipedia)

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
MMN

The Infancy Gospel of Thomas is thought to be Gnostic in origin. Proto-orthodox Christians regarded
the Infancy Gospel of Thomas as inauthentic and heretical. Eusebius rejected it as a heretical "fiction"
in the third book of his fourth-century Church History, and Pope Gelasius I included it in his list of
heretical books in the fifth century.

The full Godhead probably needed human understanding of how love is more important than power.
Very often we still portray God as a power hungry King who demands glorification and songs like
“King of Kings and Lord of Lord” in direct contrast to God as a father and God who will die for me to
save me. The theology that developed even goes to the extent that if you dont do what “I say now”, I
will take those who obey and put the others for eternity in hell “a place of eternal torment and
constant uncleanness, where the fires never ceased burning and the worms never stopped crawling”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_History_(Eusebius)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gelasius_I
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They recognized resurrected Jesus as he broke bread with them in their home at Emmaus
(Luke 24)

Maximino Cerezo Barredo (Spanish, 1932–), El reconegueren quan partia el pa
[They Recognized Him When He Brokethe Bread].
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It is then possible that Thomas and Jesus was doubly first cousin:
Two sisters married two brothers.
Then Thomas and Jesus were doubly first cousin:
JUDAS is TWICE BROTHER OF JESUS
is MOTHER’S SISTER’S SON + FATHER’S BROTHER’S SON
Is JUDAS THOMAS DIDYMUS
Here called THOMAS THE ISRAELITE
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I The stories of Thomas the Israelite, the Philosopher, concerning the works of the
Childhood of the Lord.

I, Thomas the Israelite, tell unto you, even all the brethren that are of the Gentiles, to make known
unto you the works of the childhood of our Lord Jesus Christ and his mighty deeds, even all that he
did when he was born in our land: whereof the beginning is thus:

II. Jesus Five Years Old:
Cleanse the filthy brook by word of mouth
Make alive twelve clay sparrows on Sabbath

1 This little child Jesus when he was five years old was playing at the ford of a brook: and he
gathered together the waters that flowed there into pools, and made them straightway clean, and
commanded them by his word alone. 2 And having made soft clay, he fashioned thereof twelve
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sparrows. And it was the Sabbath when he did these things (or made them). And there were also
many other little children playing with him.

3 And a certain Jew when he saw what Jesus did, playing upon the Sabbath day, departed
straightway and told his father Joseph: Lo, thy child is at the brook, and he hath taken clay and
fashioned twelve little birds, and hath polluted the Sabbath day. 4 And Joseph came to the place and
saw: and cried out to him, saying: Wherefore does thou these things on the Sabbath, which it is not
lawful to do? But Jesus clapped his hands together and cried out to the sparrows and said to them:
Go! and the sparrows took their flight and went away chirping. 5 And when the Jews saw it they were
amazed, and departed and told their chief men that which they had seen Jesus do.
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III. Son of Annas withered for destroying pools made by Jesus

1 But the son of Annas the scribe was standing there with Joseph; and he took a branch of a willow
and dispersed the waters which Jesus had gathered together. 2 And when Jesus saw what was done,
he was wroth and said unto him: O evil, ungodly, and foolish one, what hurt did the pools and the
waters do thee? behold, now also thou shalt be withered like a tree, and shalt not bear leaves, neither
root, nor fruit. 3 And straightway that lad withered up wholly, but Jesus departed and went unto
Joseph's house. But the parents of him that was withered took him up, bewailing his youth, and
brought him to Joseph, and accused him 'for that thou hast such a child which doeth such deeds.'

IV. Jesus kills child who bumped into him

1 After that again he went through the village, and a child ran and dashed against his shoulder. And
Jesus was provoked and said unto him: Thou shalt not finish thy course (lit. go all thy way). And
immediately he fell down and died. But certain when they saw what was done said: Whence was this
young child born, for that every word of his is an accomplished work? And the parents of him that was
dead came unto Joseph, and blamed him, saying: Thou that hast such a child canst not dwell with us
in the village: or do thou teach him to bless and not to curse: for he slayeth our children.

V. Joseph admonishes Jesus and wrings his ear, Jesus retorts

1 And Joseph called the young child apart and admonished him, saying: Wherefore doest thou such
things, that these suffer and hate us and persecute us? But Jesus said: I know that these thy words
are not thine: nevertheless for thy sake I will hold my peace: but they shall bear their punishment. And
straightway they that accused him were smitten with blindness. 2 And they that saw it were sore
afraid and perplexed, and said concerning him that every word which he spake whether it were good
or bad, was a deed, and became a marvel. And when they (he ?) saw that Jesus had so done,
Joseph arose and took hold upon his ear and wrung it sore. 3 And the young child was wroth and
said unto him: It sufficeth thee (or them) to seek and not to find, and verily thou hast done unwisely:
knowest thou not that I am thine? vex me not.
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VI& VII Teacher Zacchaeus humiliated by Jesus

1 Now a certain teacher, Zacchaeus by name, stood there and he heard in part when Jesus said
these things to his father and he marveled greatly that being a young child he spake such matters. 2
And after a few days he came near unto Joseph and said unto him: Thou hast a wise child, and he
hath understanding. Come, deliver him to me that he may learn letters. And I will teach him with the
letters all knowledge and that he salute all the elders and honour them as grandfathers and fathers,
and love them of his own years. 3 And he told him all the letters from Alpha even to Omega clearly,
with much questioning. But Jesus looked upon Zacchaeus the teacher and saith unto him: Thou that
knowest not the Alpha according to its nature, how canst thou teach others the Beta? thou hypocrite,
first, if thou knowest it, teach the Alpha, and then will we believe thee concerning the Beta. Then
began he to confound the mouth of the teacher concerning the first letter, and he could not prevail to
answer him.

4 And in the hearing of many the young child saith to Zacchaeus: Hear, O teacher, the ordinance of
the first letter and pay heed to this, how that it hath [what follows is really unintelligible in this and in
all the parallel texts: a literal version would run something like this: how that it hath lines, and a middle
mark, which thou seest, common to both, going apart; coming together, raised up on high, dancing (a
corrupt word), of three signs, like in kind (a corrupt word), balanced, equal in measure]: thou hast the
rules of the Alpha.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/ancient-alphabet/aleph.htm

The original pictograph for this letter is a picture of an ox head ( ) representing strength and power
from the work performed by the animal. This pictograph also represents a chief or other leader. When
two oxen are yoked together for pulling a wagon or plow, one is the older and more experienced one
who leads the other. Within the clan, tribe or family the chief or father is seen as the elder who is
yoked to the others as the leader and teacher.””

The Modern name for this letter is aleph and corresponds to the Greek name alpha and the Arabic
name aleph. The various meanings of this root are oxen, yoke and learn. Each of these meanings is
related to the meanings of the pictograph . The root (���) is an adopted root from the parent

https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/ancient-alphabet/aleph.htm
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/ancient-alphabet/ancient-pictographic-alphabet.htm
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/roots-words/child-and-adopted-roots.htm
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/roots-words/parent-roots-of-hebrew-words.htm
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root �� (el), written as in the original script, meaning, strength, power and chief and is the
probable original name of the pictograph .

The is a shepherd staff and represents authority as well as a yoke (see the letter lamed). When
combined these two pictographs mean "strong authority." The chief or father is the "strong authority."
The can also be understood as the "ox in the yoke." Many Near Eastern cultures worshiped the
god El ( ) and was depicted as a bull in carvings and statues. Israel chose the form of a calf
(young bull) as an image of God at Mount Sinai showing their association between the word and
the ox or bull and is also commonly used in the Hebrew Bible for "God" or "god."

The concept of the ox and the shepherd staff in the word has been carried over into modern
times as the scepter (as a staff) and crown (as horns) of a monarch, the leader of a nation. These
modern items are representative of the shepherd staff, an ancient sign of authority, and the horns of
the ox, an ancient sign of strength.

In Modern Hebrew this letter is silent but was originally used as the vowels "a" and "e." The Greek
letter alpha, derived from the aleph, is also used for the "a" sound.

The Early Semitic pictograph was simplified to and in the Middle Hebrew script and
continued to evolve into the in the Late Hebrew script. The Modern Hebrew letter � developed out
of the Late Semitic. The Middle Semitic was adopted by the Greeks to be the letter "A" (alpha) and
carried over into the Roman "A." The Middle Semitic became the number "1" that we use
today. )))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

VII. Zacchaeus the teacher

1 Now when Zacchaeus the teacher heard such and so many allegories of the first letter spoken by
the young child, he was perplexed at his answer and his instruction being so great, and said to them
that were there: Woe is me, wretch that I am, I am confounded: I have brought shame to myself by
drawing to me this young child. 2 Take him away, therefore I beseech thee, my brother Joseph: I
cannot endure the severity of his look, I cannot once make clear my (or his) word. This young child is
not earthly born: this is one that can tame even fire: be like this is one begotten before the making of
the world. What belly bare this, what womb nurtured it? I know not. Woe is me, O my friend, he
putteth me from my sense, I cannot follow his understanding. I have deceived myself, thrice wretched
man that I am: I strove to get me a disciple and I am found to have a master. 3 I think, O my friends,
upon my shame, for that being old I have been overcome by a young child;- and I am even ready to
faint and to die because of the boy, for I am not able at this present hour to look him in the face. And
when all men say that I have been overcome by a little child, what have I to say? and what can I tell
concerning the lines of the first letter whereof he spake to me? I am ignorant, O my friends, for neither
beginning nor end of it (or him) do I know. 4 Wherefore I beseech thee, my brother Joseph, take him
away unto thine house: for he is somewhat great, whether god or angel or what I should call him, I
know not.

https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/roots-words/parent-roots-of-hebrew-words.htm
https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/ancient-alphabet/lamed.htm
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VIII. “I am come from above, that I may curse them”

1 And as the Jews were counselling Zacchaeus, the young child laughed greatly and said: Now let
those bear fruit that were barren (Gr. that are thine) and let them see that were blind in heart. I am
come from above that I may curse them, and call them to the things that are above, even as he
commanded which hath sent me for your sake. 2 And when the young child ceased speaking,
immediately all they were made whole which had come under his curse. And no man after that durst
provoke him, lest he should curse him, and he should be maimed.

IX “Jesus raises a child to exonerate him”

1 Now after certain days Jesus was playing in the upper story of a certain house, and one of the
young children that played with him fell down from the house and died. And the other children when
they saw it fled, and Jesus remained alone. 2 And the parents of him that was dead came and
accused him that he had cast him down. (And Jesus said: I did not cast him down) but they reviled
him still. 3 Then Jesus leaped down from the roof and stood by the body of the child and cried with a
loud voice and said: Zeno (for so was his name called), arise and tell me, did I cast thee down? And
straightway he arose and said: Nay, Lord, thou didst not cast me down, but didst raise me up. And
when they saw it they were amazed: and the parents of the child glorified God for the sign which had
come to pass, and worshiped Jesus.
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X. Jesus heals a man who lost his foot by axe

1 After a few days, a certain young man was cleaving wood in the neighbourhood (MSS. corner),
and the axe fell and cut in sunder the sole of his foot, and losing much blood he was at the point to
die. 2 And when there was a tumult and concourse, the young child Jesus also ran thither, and by
force passed through the multitude, and took hold upon the foot of the young man that was smitten,
and straightway it was healed. And he said unto the young man: Arise now and cleave the wood and
remember me. But when the multitude saw what was done they worshiped the young child, saying:
Verily the spirit of God dwelleth in this young child.

XI. Jesus six years old
Jesus brings water in his clothes

1 Now when he was six years old, his mother sendeth him to draw water and bear it into the house,
and gave him a pitcher: but in the press he struck it against another and the pitcher was broken. 2 But
Jesus spread out the garment which was upon him and filled it with water and brought it to his mother.
And when his mother saw what was done she kissed him; and she kept within herself the mysteries
which she saw him do.

XII. Jesus Eight Years Old
Jesus sows one corn of wheat and reaps hundred measures of corn

1 Again, in the time of sowing the young child went forth with his father to sow wheat in their land: and
as his father sowed, the young child Jesus sowed also one corn of wheat. 2 And he reaped it and
threshed it and made thereof an hundred measures of wheat: and he called all the poor of the village
unto the threshing floor and gave them the wheat. And Joseph took the residue of the wheat. And
hewas eight years old when he wrought this sign.
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XIII. Jesus lengthens a a plank of wood longer

1 Now his father was a carpenter and made at that time plough and yokes. And there was required
of him a bed by a certain rich man, that he should make it for him. And whereas one beam, that which
is called the shifting one was too short and Joseph knew not what to do, the young child Jesus said to
his father Joseph: Lay down the two pieces of wood and make them even at the end next unto thee
(MSS. at the middle part). And Joseph did as the young child said unto him. And Jesus stood at the
other end and took hold upon the shorter beam and stretched it and made it equal with the other. And
his father Joseph saw it and marveled: and he embraced the young child and kissed him, saying:
Happy am I for that God hath given me this young child.
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XIV& XV Another teacher humiliated

1 But when Joseph saw the understanding of the child, and his age, that it was coming to the full, he
thought with himself again that he should not be ignorant of letters; and he took him and delivered
him to another teacher. And the teacher said unto Joseph: First will I teach him the Greek letters, and
after that the Hebrew. For the teacher knew the skill of the child and was afraid of him:
notwithstanding he wrote the alphabet and Jesus pondered thereon a long time and answered him
not. 2 And Jesus said to him: If thou be indeed a teacher and if thou knowest letters well, tell me the
power of the Alpha and then will I tell thee the power of the Beta. And the teacher was provoked and
smote him on the head. And the young child was hurt and cursed him, and straightway he fainted and
fell to the ground on his face. 3 And the child returned unto the house of Joseph: and Joseph was
grieved and commanded his mother, saying: Let him not forth without the door, for all they die that
provoke him to wrath.

XV.

1 And after some time yet another teacher which was a faithful friend of Joseph said to him: Bring the
young child unto me to the school, peradventure I may be able by cockering him to teach him the
letters. And Joseph said: If thou hast no fear, my brother, take him with thee. And he took him with
him, in fear and much trouble of spirit, but the young child followed him gladly. 2 And going with
boldness into the school he found a book lying upon the pulpit and he took it, and read not the letters
that were therein, but opened his mouth and spake by the Holy Spirit, and taught the law to them that
stood by. And a great multitude came together and stood there hearkening, and marveled at the
beauty of his teaching and the readiness of his words, in that being an infant he uttered such things. 3
But when Joseph heard it, he was afraid, and ran unto the school thinking whether this teacher also
were without skill (or smitten with infirmity): but the teacher said unto Joseph: Know, my brother, that I
received this child for a disciple, but he is full of grace and wisdom; and now I beseech thee, brother,
take him unto thine house. 4 And when the young child heard that, he smiled upon him and said:
Forasmuch as thou hast said well and hast borne right witness, for thy sake shall he also that was
smitten be healed. And forthwith the other teacher was healed. And Joseph took the young child and
departed unto his house.
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XVI. Jesus heals his brother James of snake bite

1 And Joseph sent his son James to bind fuel and carry it into his house. And the young child Jesus
also followed him. And as James was gathering of faggots, a viper bit the hand of James. 2 And as
he was sore afflicted and ready to perish, Jesus came near and breathed upon the bite, and
straightway the pain ceased, and the serpent burst, and forthwith James continued whole.

XVII. Jesus resurrects a dead child

1 And after these things, in the neighbourhood of Joseph, a little child fell sick and died, and his
mother wept sore. And Jesus heard that there was great mourning and trouble and he ran quickly and
found the child dead: and he touched his breast and said: I say unto thee, Child, die not, but live and
be with thy mother. And straightway it looked up and laughed. And he said to the woman: Take him
up and give him milk, and remember me. 2 And the multitude that stood by saw it and marveled, and
said: Of a truth this young child is either a god or an angel of God; for every word of his is a perfect
work. And Jesus departed thence, and was playing with other children.

XVIII. Jesus resurrects dead man

1 And after some time there was work of building. And there came a great tumult, and Jesus arose
and went thither: and he saw a man lying dead, and took hold of his hand and said: Man, I say unto
thee, arise and do thy work. And immediately he arose and worshiped him. 2 And when the multitude
saw it, they were astonished, and said: This young child is from heaven: for he hath saved many
souls from death, and hath power to save them all his life long.

XIX. Jesus Twelve Years Old
Jesus in the temple arguing with the teachers

1 And when he was twelve years old his parents went according to the custom unto Jerusalem to the
feast of the Passover with their company: and after the Passover they returned to go unto their house.
And as they returned the child Jesus went back to Jerusalem; but his parents supposed that he was
in their company. 2 And when they had gone a day's journey, they sought him among their kinsfolk,
and when they found him not, they were troubled, and returned again to the city seeking him. And
after the third day they found him in the temple sitting in the midst of the doctors and hearing and
asking them questions. And all men paid heed to him and marveled how that being a young child he
put to silence the elders and teachers of the people, expounding the heads of the law and the
parables of the prophets.
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3 And his mother Mary came near and said unto him: Child, wherefore hast thou so done unto us?
behold we have sought thee sorrowing. And Jesus said unto them: Why seek ye me? know ye not
that I must be in my Father's house? 4 But the scribes and Pharisees said: Art thou the mother of this
child? and she said: I am. And they said unto her: Blessed art thou among women because God hath
blessed the fruit of thy womb. For such glory and such excellence and wisdom we have neither seen
nor heard at any time. 5 And Jesus arose and followed his mother and was subject unto his parents:
but his mother kept in mind all that came to pass. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and
grace. Unto him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

https://www.gospels.net/infancythomas,/ Academia.eduThe Arabic Gospel of The Infancy of The
Saviour



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

20

CHAPTER TWO
THE INFANCY GOSPEL OF JAMES
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Gospel of James
also known as

The Protoevangelium of James,
and

The Infancy Gospel of James
Date ~140-170 AD
Attribution James, brother of Jesus
Location Jerusalem, likely within the province of Roman Palestine
Sources Gospel of Matthew, Gospel of Mark, Gospel of Luke, Gospel of John, Septuagint,

extracanonical traditions
Manuscripts various, mostly Byzantine
Audience Jewish Christian
Theme Virginity of Mary, Betrothal of Mary and Joseph, and the birth of Jesus

The James Ossuary
is a 1st-century limestone box that was used for

containing the bones of the dead.
An Aramaic inscription in the Hebrew alphabet meaning
"James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus"

is cut into one side of the box.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_the_Just
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Septuagint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Christian
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Limestone
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Aramaic
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Hebrew_alphabet
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THE INFANCY GOSPEL OF JAMES
Translation by Mark M. Mattison

This translation is principally based on the critical Greek text of Émile de Strycker. For information
about the surviving manuscripts of the Infancy Gospel of James, see the Manuscript Information page.

For additional information about the translation, see the introduction to the PDF version.

Author and Date
The protoevangelium presents itself as written by a source of moral and ecclesiastical authority,
ending with the declaration: "I, James, wrote this history in Jerusalem." The purported author is thus
James, the brother of Jesus, who held considerable influence within the early Christian community.
He also claims that the Lord God gave him the gift and the wisdom to write this history and that he
withdrew into the wilderness until the commotion surrounding the death of Zachariah ceased.

However, few scholars believe that it was really written by James, mainly because of the supposed
date of the gospel.

James was put to death in 62 AD. However, some of the passages in this gospel are very similar to
passages in Matthew and Luke, which were probably written in the 80s AD. Thus, it's likely that this
gospel was composed much later. Most scholars think this infancy narrative was written sometime
during the second or third century. There are several references to this gospel in Greek manuscripts,
but most of these references occur after the tenth century.

Another factor that indicates that it was not the work of James the Just, the brother of Jesus and the
first Bishop of Jerusalem is that the the author seems to be unfamiliar with several Jewish customs of

https://www.gospels.net/manuscript
https://www.academia.edu/37472926/The_Infancy_Gospel_of_James_A_Public_Domain_Translation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James,_brother_of_Jesus
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the day.
Joachim is forbidden to offer his gifts first because of childlessness;
Mary is taken to be a ward of the Temple;
Joseph plans to go from Bethlehem to Judea;
the "water of jealousy" was not administered to men and
Simeon was not a high‐priest.

The consensus is that it was composed sometime in the middle of the second century. The first
mention of it is in the early third century by Origen of Alexandria, who says the text, like that of a
Gospel of Peter, was of dubious, recent appearance and shared with that book the claim that the
"brethren of the Lord" were sons of Joseph by a former wife.

Although a number of church councils condemned it as an inauthentic:
Pope Innocent I condemned this Gospel of James in his third epistle ad Exuperium in 405 AD,
and the so-called Gelasian Decree also excluded it as canonical around 500 AD.
Thomas Aquinas, in his Summa Theologiae, rejects the Protevangelium of James teaching that
midwives were present at Christ's birth, and invokes Jerome as contending that the words of the
canonical gospels show that Mary was both mother and midwife, that she wrapped up the child with
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.

Difference between Canonical Gospels
This gospel differs from the canonical gospels in several ways.
Joseph is described as a widower who was chosen to be Mary's guardian (not husband),
Jesus is born in a cave not an Inn
Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, is martyred (not reported in canonical gospels)
James is described as Joseph's son from his previous marriage, making James Jesus' half-brother
and Mary's stepson.
The gospel also states that Mary remained a virgin all her life.

The Gospel of James is highly focused on Mary, and it is the first work that mentions Mary's perpetual
virginity.It indicates that Jesus emerged as bright light and it goes to the extent of the nurse pushes
her finger to verify the virginity of Mary after the birth of Christ and declares it to another close relation
of Mary, viz. Salome.

Manuscript tradition
There are about one hundred and thirty Greek manuscripts containing the Infancy Gospel of James,
but the vast majority of these come from the tenth century or later. The earliest known manuscript of
the text was found in 1958; and dating to the 4th century. It is now kept in Geneva's Bodmer
Library. Cameron identifies three different sources for the Infancy Gospel of James: extra-canonical
traditions, the Old Testament, and the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Some indication of the popularity of the Infancy Gospel of James may be drawn from the fact that
over 150 Greek manuscripts containing it have survived.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordeal_of_the_bitter_water
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origen_of_Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Innocent_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gelasian_Decree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Aquinas
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The Gospel of James was translated into Syriac, Ethiopian, Coptic, Georgian, Old Church Slavonic,
Armenian, Arabic, Gaelic, and Vulgar Latin. Though no early Latin versions are known, it was
relegated to the apocrypha in the Gelasian Decretal, so it must have been known in the Western
church before the fifth century, though the vast majority of the manuscripts come from the 10th
century or later. The earliest known manuscript of the text, a papyrus dating to the third or early fourth
century, was found in 1958; it is kept in the Bodmer Library, Geneva (Papyrus Bodmer 5). Of the
surviving Greek manuscripts, the fullest text is a 10th-century codex in the Bibliothèque Nationale,
Paris (Paris 1454),
(Wikipedia)

James and Jesus

Three Historical Views regarding brothers of Jesus developed later as late as fouth century.
Theologians argued whether or not Mary gave birth to siblings of Jesus. This was important to those
who wanted to hold the life time virginity of Mary.

Three views developed:

1. The Helvidian View was that Mary had other children, namely the brothers and sisters of Jesus
mentioned in the gospels. (developed around AD 370)

2. The Hieronymian View (St. Jerome) held that the "brothers" and “sisters” ofJesus are Jesus’
cousins, children of a sister of Mary. (developed AD 382}

3. The Epiphanian View (Epiphanius) was that the "brothers" and “sisters” are children of Joseph
by a previous marriage. (developed AD 377}

Protestant consensus is for the Hevidian view and Catholic consensus is for Epiphnius view.
Whatever we assume to be the relationship, we can be sure that James was one of close cousins of
Jesus
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Birth of Mary
Chapters 1-5

Chapter 1: Joachim’s Plight
(1) In the histories of the twelve tribes of Israel, Joachim was a very rich man. And he doubled the
gifts he offered to the Lord, saying to himself, “One is from my surplus for all the people, and the other
is to the Lord God for forgiveness, to atone for me.”
(2) Now the great day of the Lord was approaching, and the people of Israel were offering their gifts.
But Reubel stood before him and said, “It’s not right for you to offer your gifts first, since you haven’t
had a child in Israel.”
(3) And Joachim was very grieved and went to the (history) of the twelve tribes of the people, saying
to himself, “I’ll look in the (history) of the twelve tribes of Israel to see whether I’m the only one who
hasn’t had a child in Israel.” And he searched, and found that all the just people in Israel had raised
children. And he remembered that in the last days of the patriarch Abraham, the Lord God gave him a
son, Isaac.
(4) And Joachim was very grieved, and didn’t go to his wife, but gave himself to the wilderness and
pitched his tent there. And Joachim fasted forty days and forty nights, saying to himself, “I won’t go
down for food or drink until the Lord my God considers me. Prayer will be my food and drink.”

Chapter 2: Anna’s Plight
(1) Now his wife, Anna, mourned and lamented for two reasons. She said, “I lament that I’m a widow
and that I don’t have a child.”
(2) Now the great day of the Lord was approaching, and her servant Juthine said to her, “How long
are you going to humiliate your soul? Look, the great day of the Lord has approached, and it’s not
right for you to grieve. But take this headband which the leader of the workplace gave me. It’s not
right for me to wear it, since I’m your servant, and it has a royal mark.”
(3) And Anna said, “Get away from me! I won’t do this. The Lord God has greatly humiliated me.
Maybe a trickster gave this to you, and you’ve come to get me to share in your sin.”
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And Juthine the servant said, “Why should I curse you, since you haven’t heard my voice? The Lord
God has made your womb infertile, to give you no fruit in Israel.”
(4) And Anna was very grieved, and removed her garment of mourning, washed her head, and put
on her wedding garment. And at about the ninth hour she went down into her garden to walk around.
She saw a laurel tree and sat down under it. And after resting, she petitioned the Lord. She said,
“God of my ancestors, bless me and hear my prayer, as you blessed our mother Sarah and gave her
a son, Isaac.”

Chapter 3: Anna’s Lament
(1) Anna looked intently to heaven and saw a nest of sparrows in the laurel tree. And Anna lamented,
saying to herself,
“Woe is me! Who gave birth to me? What womb bore me? I was born as a curse before the people of
Israel and have been despised; they’ve mocked me and banished me from the Temple of the Lord my
God.
(2) “Woe is me! What am I like? I’m not like the birds of heaven, because even the birds of heaven
are fruitful before you, Lord.
“Woe is me! What am I like? I’m not like the animals, because even the animals are fruitful before you,
Lord.
“Woe is me! What am I like? I’m not like the wild beasts of the earth, because even the wild beasts of
the earth are fruitful before you, Lord.
(3) “Woe is me! What am I like? I’m not like these waters, because even these waters are serene yet
churn, and their fish bless you, Lord.
“Woe is me! What am I like? I’m not like this earth, because the earth produces her fruits when it’s
time and blesses you, Lord.”

Chapter 4: The Lord’s Promise
(1) And look! An angel of the Lord stood nearby, saying to her, “Anna, Anna, the Lord has heard your
prayer. You’ll conceive and give birth, and your offspring will be spoken of through the whole world.”
And Anna said, “As the Lord God lives, whether I give birth to a boy or a girl, I’ll bring it as a gift to the
Lord my God, and it will minister to him all the days of its life.”
(2) And look! Two angels came, saying to her, “Look, Joachim, your husband, is coming with his
flocks.” For an angel of the Lord had gone down to Joachim, saying, “Joachim, Joachim, the Lord
God has heard your prayer. Go down from here. Look, your wife, Anna, has conceived in her womb.”
(3) And immediately Joachim went down and called the shepherds, saying to them, “Bring here to me
ten lambs without spot or blemish, and the ten lambs will be for the Lord God. And bring me twelve
tender calves for the priests and the elders. And a hundred male goats for all the people.”
(4) And look! Joachim came with his flocks, and Anna stood at the gate. And she saw Joachim
coming with his flocks, and immediately ran and flung herself around his neck, saying, “Now I know
that the Lord God has greatly blessed me. For look! The widow is no longer a widow, and look! The
one without a child in her womb has conceived.”
And Joachim rested for the first day in his house.
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Chapter 5: Mary’s Birth
(1) And the next day, he was offering his gifts, saying to himself, “If the Lord God is reconciled to me,
the plate worn by the priest will make it clear to me.” And Joachim offered his gifts and paid attention
to the priest’s plate as he went up to the altar of the Lord. And he didn’t see sin in it. And Joachim
said, “Now I know that the Lord God has been reconciled to me and has sent all my sins away from
me.” And he went down from the Temple of the Lord justified and went into his house.
(2) And about six months were completed, and in the seventh month she gave birth. And Anna said to
her midwife, “What is it?”
And the midwife said, “It’s a girl!”
And Anna said, “My soul is magnified this day!” And she laid down her child.
And when her days were completed, Anna cleansed her menstrual flow. And she gave her breast to
the child, and gave her the name Mary.
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St. Joachim, Father of Virgin Mary; Confessor
Born Around 50 BC in Nazareth

Died 15 AD, Jerusalem in Nazareth

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Churches, Eastern Orthodox Church
Oriental Orthodox Church, Anglican Communion, Lutheranism
Islam

Mary's childhood
Chapters 6-8

Chapter 6: Mary’s First Year
(1) And day by day, the child grew stronger. When she was six months old, her mother stood her on
the ground to test whether she could stand. And walking seven steps, she came to her mother’s

Saint Anne: Mother of Virgin Mary

She had three daughters who were all closely connected to Jesus’ earthly ministry.

All three daughters were named Mary.
The sister of Saint Anne was Sobe, mother of Elizabeth wife of Zachariah

Her firstborn daughter was the virginmother of Jesus Christ.

Her second daughter wasMary of Clopas, who was named as present at the
crucifixion and who brought ointments for His body on the day of the Resurrection.
Probably the mother of Judas Thomas Didymus

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazareth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazareth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Catholic_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sobe_(sister_of_Saint_Anne)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_(biblical_figure)
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breast, and her mother caught her up, saying, “As the Lord my God lives, you won’t walk on this
ground again until I bring you into the Temple of the Lord.”
And she made a sanctuary in her bedroom and didn’t allow anything sacrilegious or impure to pass
through it. And she called the pure daughters of the Hebrews, and they played with her.
(2) And when the child grew to be a year old, Joachim made a great feast, and called the chief priests,
and the priests, and the scribes, and the elders, and all the people of Israel. And Joachim brought the
child to the priests, and they blessed her, saying, “God of our ancestors, bless this child and give her
a name that will be spoken forever among all generations.”
And all the people said, “So be it. Amen!”
And they brought her to the chief priests, and they blessed her, saying, “Most High God, look upon
this child, and bless her with a final blessing which can’t be surpassed.”
(3) And her mother took her up to the sanctuary of her bedroom and gave her breast to the child. And
Anna made a song to the Lord God, saying:
“I’ll sing a holy song to the Lord my God, because God has visited me, and has removed the criticism
of my enemies.
“And the Lord God has given me the fruit of God’s justice, singular yet manifold before God.
“Who will report to Reubel’s people that Anna nurses a child? ‘Listen, listen, twelve tribes of Israel:
Anna nurses a child!’”
And Anna rested in the sanctuary of her bedroom. And she went and ministered to them. When
dinner was finished, they went down rejoicing and glorifying the God of Israel.

Chapter 7: Mary Goes to the Temple
(1) And she cared for her child through the months. When she was two years old, Joachim said,
“Let’s take her to the Temple of the Lord, so that we may keep the promise we made, so that the Lord
won’t be angry with us and find our gift unacceptable.”
But Anna said, “Let’s wait until her third year, so that she won’t seek her father or mother.”
And Joachim said, “Let’s wait.”
(2) And the child became three years old, and Joachim said, “Let’s call the pure daughters of the
Hebrews. And let them take their lamps, and let them be lit, so that the child won’t turn back, and her
heart won’t be drawn away from the Temple of the Lord.” And they did so until they went up to the
Temple of the Lord.
And the priest welcomed her, kissed her, and said, “The Lord God has magnified your name among
all the generations. Through you, the Lord will reveal his redemption of the people of Israel in the last
days.”
(3) And he sat her down on the third step of the altar, and the Lord God poured grace upon her. And
she danced on her feet, and all the house of Israel loved her.
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The Temple Virgins

This school of Temple virgins in Jerusalem formed an altar guild that fulfilled the necessary tasks at
the Temple. This included sewing and creating vestments, washing the vestments of the priests
which would be stained regularly by animal blood, preparing liturgical linen, weaving the veil of the
Temple, and most importantly, liturgical prayer. The Jewish and Catholic tradition holds that this
school for Israelite virgins was completed by marrying age of about 14 and that they were dismissed
at this time.

There were also older women, perhaps widows such as the prophetess Anna, who served as
teachers and governesses for the virgins under their care.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Jewish historian Josephus mentions “Temple virgins” in Jerusalem.
Exodus 38:8 ;1 Samuel 2:22; 2 Macc 3:19-20
The “women who made the veils for the Temple…baked the show bread…prepared the incense”
(Babylonian Talmud Kethuboth 106a).
The veil of the Temple was a palm-length in width. It was woven with seventy-two smooth stitches
each made of twenty-four threads. The length was of forty cubits and the width of twenty cubits.
Eighty-two virgins wove it. Two veils were made each year and three hundred priests were needed to
carry it to the pool” (Mishna Shekalim 8, 5-6).
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When the Romans sacked Jerusalem in AD 70, the Temple virgins threw themselves in the flames so
that they may not be taken captives and sex slaves. (Pesikta Rabbati 26, 6)
Ark of the covenant was inside the Holy of Holies and its purpose was to hold the two stones of the
Covenant in the form of the Ten Commandments, a measure of the manna that was given to Israel as
food during their desert journey and also the rod of Aaron which sprouted to assert the the anointing
of Aaron as the High Priest.
But the second temple built after the Babylonian captivity did not have this ark. The Holy of Holies of
the Second Temple was empty.
However for some reason, Mary who later became the Mother of Jesus was permitted to enter into
the Holy of Holies where only the High Priest was permitted and that only on the day of atonement
and that with the sacrificial blood.
Mary was later to be indeed the New Ark of the Covenant holding the the Word of God in flesh
replacing the old covenant Ark

Mary was the real Ark of the New Covenant in the blood as Jesus who was the Living Word of God
who became flesh and lived among mankind (John 1), who became the Bread of Life (john 6:48) and
Our High Priest for mankind before the Father.
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Chapter 8: Mary Turns Twelve

(1) And her parents went down, marveling and praising and glorifying the Lord God that the child
hadn’t turned back. And Mary was in the Temple of the Lord. She was nurtured like a dove, and
received food from the hand of an angel.
(2) And when she became twelve years old, there was a council of the priests, saying, “Look, Mary
has been in the Temple of the Lord twelve years. What should we do about her so that she won’t
pollute the sanctuary of the Lord our God?” And they said to the chief priest, “You stand at the altar of
the Lord. Go in and pray about her, and if the Lord God reveals anything to you, we’ll do it.”
(3) And the chief priest went in, taking the robe with twelve bells into the Holy of Holies, and prayed
about her. And look! An angel of the Lord stood nearby, saying, “Zechariah, Zechariah, go out and
assemble the widowers of the people, and let them each bear a staff. And whomever the Lord God
points out with a sign, she’ll be his wife.”
And the heralds went down through the whole surrounding area of Judea, and sounded the trumpet
of the Lord. And look! All the men rushed in.

Joseph is chosen to marry Mary
Chapter 9

Chapter 9: Joseph Protects Mary
(1) And Joseph threw down his axe, and went to their meeting. And when they had all gathered, they
went to the priest with their staffs. And having taken all their staffs, he went into the Temple and
prayed. And when he had finished the prayer, he took the staffs, went out, and gave them back. But
there wasn’t a sign among them. And Joseph took his staff last, and look! A dove went from the staff,
and flew upon Joseph’s head. And the priest said to Joseph, “You’ve been chosen to welcome the
virgin of the Lord into your own care.”
(2) But Joseph refused, saying, “I have sons and am an old man, but she’s young. I won’t be a
laughingstock among the people of Israel.”
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And the priest said, “Joseph, fear the Lord your God, and remember what God did to Dathan, Abiron,
and Kore; how the earth opened and swallowed them all because of their rebellion. And now fear,
Joseph, so that these things won’t happen in your house.”
(4) And being afraid, Joseph welcomed her into his care, and said to her, “Mary, I’ve taken you from
the Temple of the Lord, and now I bring you to my house. I’m going away to build houses, but I’ll
come back to you. The Lord will protect you.”

Chapters 10-16
Mary gets pregnant by the Holy Spirit

Joseph is upset,
The priest gives the bitter water test to prove both are true

Chapter 10: The Veil of the Temple
(1) And there was a council of the priests, saying, “Let’s make a veil for the Temple of the Lord.”
And the priest said, “Call the pure virgins from the tribe of David to me.” And the officers went out and
searched and found seven. And the priest remembered that the child Mary was from the tribe of
David and pure before God. And the officers went out and brought her.
(2) And they brought them into the Temple of the Lord, and the priest said, “Cast lots for me to see
who will spin the gold and the white and the linen and the silk and the violet and the scarlet and the
true purple.”
And the lot for the true purple and scarlet fell to Mary. And she took them into her house. This was the
time that Zechariah fell silent, and Samuel took his place until Zechariah could speak. And Mary took
the scarlet and was spinning it.

Chapter 11: The Annunciation

(1) And she took the pitcher and went to fill it with water, and look! A voice was saying to her, “Rejoice, blessed
one! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women.”
And Mary looked around to the right and the left, to see where the voice might be coming from. And she
became terrified and went into her house. And setting down the pitcher, she took up the purple and sat upon
her throne and spun the purple.
(2) And look! An angel of the Lord stood before her, saying, “Don’t fear, Mary, because you’ve found grace
before the Lord of All. You’ll conceive from God’s word.”
And hearing this, Mary questioned herself, saying, “Will I conceive from the Lord, the living God, and give birth
like all women give birth?”
(3) And the angel of the Lord said to her, “Not like that, Mary, because the power of God will overshadow you,
so the holy one who will be born from you will be called the Son of the Most High. And you’ll call his name
Jesus, because he’ll save his people from their sins.
And Mary said, “Look, I’m the servant of the Lord. May it be to me according to your word.”

https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Priest
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Chapter 12: Mary Visits Elizabeth
(1) And she made the purple and the scarlet, and she took it to the priest. And taking it, the priest blessed her
and said, “Mary, the Lord God has magnified your name, and you’ll be blessed among all the generations of
the earth.”
(2) And Mary rejoiced and went to her cousin Elizabeth. And she knocked at the door. And Elizabeth heard,
flung down the scarlet, and rushed to the door. And she opened it and blessed her and said, “How is it that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? Because look, the one in me leaped and blessed you!”
But Mary forgot the mysteries which Gabriel the angel had told her. And she looked intently into heaven and
said, “Lord, who am I, that all the women of the earth will bless me?”
(3) And she spent three months with Elizabeth. And day by day, her womb grew larger, and Mary was afraid.
She went to her house and hid herself from the people of Israel. She was sixteen years old when these
mysteries happened to her.

Chapter 13: Joseph Questions Mary
(1) And she was in her sixth month. And look! Joseph came from his building, and came into the house, and
found her pregnant. And he struck his face and flung himself on the ground in sackcloth and wept bitterly,
saying, “How can I look to the Lord God? What prayer can I say about this young girl, since I took her as a
virgin from the Temple of the Lord God and didn’t protect her? Who has set this trap for me? Who has done
this evil thing in my house? Who has defiled the virgin? Aren’t I reliving the story of Adam? For as Adam was
glorifying in the hour of prayer, the serpent came, found Eve alone, and deceived her, and now it’s happened
to me!”
(2) And Joseph stood from the sackcloth and called her and said to her, “God cared for you. Why have you
done this? You’ve forgotten the Lord your God. Why have you humiliated your soul? You were nourished in the
Holy of Holies and received food from the hand of an angel!”
(3) And she wept bitterly, saying, “I’m pure, and I haven’t known a man!”
And Joseph said to her, “Where then did this thing in your womb come from?”
And she said, “As the Lord my God lives, I don’t know where it came from!”
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Chapter 14: Joseph’s Dream
(1) And Joseph was very afraid and kept quiet about her, considering what to do about her. And Joseph said,
“If I hide her sin, I’ll be found resisting the law of the Lord, but if I reveal her to the people of Israel, I’m afraid
that what’s inside her might be angelic, and I’ll be found handing over innocent blood to the judgment of death.
So what will I do about her? I’ll secretly set her free from me.”
And night overtook him. (2) And look! An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Don’t fear this
child, for the one in her is from the Holy Spirit. And she’ll give birth to a son, and you’ll call his name ‘Jesus,’
because he’ll save his people from their sins.”
And Joseph arose from his sleep and glorified the God of Israel, who had given grace to him. And he protected
her.

Chapter 15: The Chief Priest Questions Mary and Joseph
(1) And Annas the scribe came to him and said to him, “Joseph, why haven’t you appeared among our
traveling group?”
And he said to him, “Because I was weary from the trip and rested the first day back.”
And Annas turned and saw Mary pregnant.
(2) And he quickly went to the priest and said to him, “Joseph, about whom you bore witness, has acted very
lawlessly.”
And the priest said, “What’s this?”
And he said, “The virgin that Joseph took from the Temple of the Lord, he’s defiled her and has stolen her
wedding and hasn’t revealed it to the people of Israel.”
And in response the priest said, “Has Joseph done this?”
And Annas the scribe said to him, “Send officers, and you’ll find the virgin pregnant.”
And the officers went and found her just as he said. And they led her together with Joseph to the court.
(3) And the chief priest said to her, “Mary, why have you done this? Why have you humiliated your soul and
forgotten the Lord your God? You were raised in the Holy of Holies, and received food from the hand of an
angel, and you heard its hymns and danced before it. What is this that you’ve done?”
And she wept bitterly, saying, “As the Lord God lives, I’m pure before God, and I haven’t known a man!”
(4) And the priest said, “Joseph, what is this that you’ve done?”
And Joseph said, “As the Lord my God lives, and the witness of God’s truth, I’m pure toward her.”
And the priest said, “Don’t bear false witness, but tell the truth. You stole her wedding and didn’t reveal it to the
people of Israel, and you haven’t bowed your head under the mighty hand that should bless your offspring.”
And Joseph fell silent.

Chapter 16: The Test

(1) And the priest said, “Return the virgin you took from the Temple of the Lord.”
And Joseph was tearful.
And the chief priest said, “I’ll give you the water of the Lord’s rebuke to drink, and it’ll reveal your sin in your
eyes.”
(2) And taking (the water), the priest gave it to Joseph and sent him into the wilderness. And Joseph returned
unharmed.
And he gave it to Mary and sent her into the wilderness. And she returned unharmed.
And all the people were amazed that their sin wasn’t revealed.
(3) And the priest said, “If the Lord God hasn’t revealed your sin to you, neither do I judge you.” And he set
them free.
And Joseph took Mary and went to his house, rejoicing and glorifying the God of Israel.
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((((((((((((((((((((Parshat Nasso – The Test of the Bitter Water. This Parshah deals with the laws of a woman
who would give her husband good reason to suspect her of adultery, by being seen secluded with another man,
after ignoring her husband’s previous warnings. Since the husband had no proof, the Torah provides a
miraculous process to prove her guilt or innocence.

)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

Census as in Luke; off to Bethlehem.
Chapter 17

Chapter 17: The Census
(1) Now an order went out from Augustus the king to register how many people were in Bethlehem of
Judea.
And Joseph said, “I’ll register my sons. But what should I do about this child? How will I register her?
As my wife? I’m ashamed. As my daughter? But the people of Israel know she’s not my daughter.
This is the day of the Lord; I’ll do whatever the Lord wants.”
(2) And he saddled the donkey, and sat her on it, and his son led it, and Samuel followed.
And as they neared the third mile, Joseph turned and saw that she was sad. And he was saying,
“Likely the one inside her is troubling her.”
And again Joseph turned and saw her laughing, and he said to her, “Mary, why are you like this, that I
see your face laughing at one time, but then sad?”
And she said to him, “It’s because I see two people in my eyes. One is crying and mourning, and one
is rejoicing and exulting.”
(3) And they came to the middle of the journey, and Mary said to him, “Joseph, take me down from
the donkey, because the one who’s inside me is pushing to come out.”

https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Bethlehem
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And he took her down from the donkey and said to her, “Where will I take you and shelter you in your
awkwardness? This place is a wilderness.”

Chapter 18
Joseph leaves Mary in a cave and goes looking for a midwife.

Chapter 18: Time Stands Still
(1) And he found a cave there, brought her (to it), and stationed his sons with her and went to look for
a Hebrew midwife in the region of Bethlehem.
(2) Now I, Joseph, was wandering but not wandering. And I looked up to the dome of heaven and
saw it standing still, and into the sky, and I was astonished to see that even the birds of heaven were
still. And I looked at the ground and saw a bowl lying there, and workers reclining, and their hands
were in the bowl, and they were chewing but not chewing, and they were picking up food but not
picking up food, and they were bringing it to their mouths but not bringing it to their mouths. Rather,
all their faces were looking up.
And I saw sheep being driven, but the sheep stood still. And the shepherd lifted his hand to strike
them, but his hand was raised. And I looked into the torrent of the river and saw young goats, and
their mouths were in the water but not drinking.
And suddenly, everything resumed its course
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https://www.weekendnotes.com/bethlehem-church-of-the-nativity/.
https://vicbethlehem.wordpress.com/2011/12/31/basilica-of-the-nativity-in-bethlehem/

Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem

https://www.weekendnotes.com/bethlehem-church-of-the-nativity/
https://vicbethlehem.wordpress.com/2011/12/31/basilica-of-the-nativity-in-bethlehem/
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Entrance to the Church of Nativity
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The Spot where Jesus was born is marked by the star.
This was originally a cave under the tower of watch where Levitical Priests watched the Sacrificial

Lambs. The lambs gave birth in this cave.
Jesus the Lamb of God was born here.

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is one of the oldest continuously operating churches in the
world, and the oldest in the Holy Land (founded in 325). The structure in a style of a cross is built over
the cave that tradition marks as the birthplace of Jesus Christ. The building was founded by the
Queen Helen of the Byzantine Empire.

The main Basilica of the Nativity is maintained by the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem. It is
designed like a typical Roman basilica, with five aisles and an apse (a room in a shape of a semicircle)
in the eastern end, where is placed the sanctuary.

The walls of the church are covered with ancient mosaics, sadly mainly damaged. The basilica can
be entered through a very low door, called the “Door of Humility”. The original mosaic Roman style
floor is covered over, but part of it can be seen through the trap door in the modern floor. Next to the
altar there is a large gilded iconostasis and a big number of decorative lamps throughout the entire
building.
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Chapter 19
He returns with midwife,

Jesus appears out of a glowing light.
The midwife examines Mary and finds she's still a virgin

Chapter 19: Jesus’ Birth
(1) And look! A woman was coming down from the mountain, and she said to me, “Man, where are
you going?”
And I said, “I’m seeking a Hebrew midwife.”

And in reply she said to me, “Are you from Israel?”
And I said to her, “Yes.”
Then she said, “And who’s the one giving birth in the cave?”
And I said, “My betrothed.”
And she said to me, “She’s not your wife?”
And I said to her, “Mary was nurtured in the Temple of the Lord, and it was decided by lot that she
would be my wife, yet she’s not my wife; but she’s conceived from the Holy Spirit.”
And the midwife said, “Really?”
And Joseph said to her, “Come and see.”
And the midwife went with him. And they stood in front of the cave, and a bright cloud
overshadowed the cave. And the midwife said, “My soul is magnified today, because my eyes have
seen something wonderful. Salvation has been born to Israel!”
And immediately the cloud withdrew from the cave, and a great light appeared in the cave, so that
their eyes couldn’t bear it. And a little later, the light withdrew until an infant appeared. And he came
and took the breast of his mother, Mary.
And the midwife cried out and said, “How great today is for me, that I’ve seen this new miracle!”
And the midwife went out from the cave, and Salome met her.
And she said to her, “Salome, Salome, I have to describe a new sight to you. A virgin has given birth,
which is against her nature!”

And Salome said, “As the Lord my God lives, unless I examine her condition, I won’t believe that the
virgin has given birth.”

https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Virgin
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Chapter 20
Salome doesn't believe Mary is still a virgin and sticks her finger in you-know-where.

Her hand withers and drops off,
but an angel tells her to press it to the baby,

and it recovers.

Mary Salome (right) as midwife, bathing the infant Jesus, is a common figure in Orthodox icons of the
Nativity (fresco, XII c., "Dark Church", Open Air Museum, Goreme, Cappadocia.

Chapter 20: Salome’s Examination
(1) And the midwife went in and said, “Mary, position yourself, because there’s no small test coming
concerning you.”
And Salome examined her. And Salome cried out and said, “Woe because of my lawlessness and my
unbelief! Because I’ve tested the living God, and look! My hand is on fire and falling away from me!”
(2) And she dropped to her knees before the Lord, saying, “God of my ancestors, remember me, that
I’ve descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Don’t make an example of me to the people of
Israel, but give me the back to the poor, because you know, Lord, that in your name I’ve healed
people, and I’ve received my wages from you.”
(3) And look! An angel of the Lord appeared, saying to her, “Salome, Salome, the Lord of All has
heard your prayer. Bring your hand to the child and lift him up, and you’ll receive salvation and joy.”
(4) And Salome joyfully went to the child and lifted him up, saying, “I worship him, because a great
king has been born to Israel.” And immediately Salome was healed, and she left the cave justified.
And look! A voice was saying, “Salome, Salome, don’t report the wonderful things you’ve seen until
the child comes into Jerusalem.”

https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Angel
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The Mystery of the Closed Mem
By Daniel Botkin

In other words, the letter is written one way, (as an open mem), when it occurs at the beginning of a
word or anywhere inside a word, but it is written a different way, (as a closed mem),when it is the

last letter of a word.

According to the rules of Hebrew grammar and spelling, a closed mem can appear only at the end of
a word. A closed mem is a final mem, and can be used only as the final letter of a word. There is one
place in the Hebrew Bible, however, where a closed mem occurs inside a word. This entry, which
defies the rules of Hebrew grammar and spelling, is found in Isaiah’s famous prophecy of the coming
Messiah:
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“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on his shoulders;
and his name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There
will be no end to the increase of his government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forever
more”(Isa. 9:6)

Rabbis associated the letter mem with the womb (Sefer Yetzira 3:4, Bahir 85, Etz Chaim, Shaar
HaYereach 3, p. 176). A closed mem is a closed womb; an open mem is the womb opening to give
birth (Bahir 84).

What does this tellus about the child in Isaiah’s prophecy? It tells us that this child will be concealed
inside a closed womb, i.e., the womb of the Virgin spoken of in Isaiah 7:14:
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold. a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and
she will call his name Immanuel [God with us].”

It is interesting to note that there is a Hebrew word for womb, which begins with mem-h[m(me’eh =
“womb”). This word appears in the story of Ruth, one of the few women listed in the genealogy of the
Messiah in Matthew chapter one. It is also interesting that the Virgin Mother,who descended from
Ruth, had a name that begins and ends with the letter mem. Christians know her as Mary, but her
Hebrew name was Miriam.
Miriam opens with an open mem(open womb) and ends with a closed mem (closed womb)

Grandma Anna, Mum Mary and Baby Jesus
Otto Bitschnau, 1883

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Chapters 21-22
The Magi visit, and the massacre of the innocents, both from Matthew.

Chapter 21: The Magi
(1) And look! Joseph prepared to go out into Judea when a great commotion arose in Bethlehem of
Judea. For magi came, saying, “Where is the king of the Jews? For we saw his star in the East and
have come to worship him.”
(2) And when Herod heard, he was disturbed, and he sent officers to the magi, and sent for the chief
priests and questioned them in his palace, saying to them, “What has been written about the Christ?
Where will he be born?”
They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what’s written.” And he set them (the chief priests)
free.
And he questioned the magi, saying to them, “What sign did you see about the one who’s been born
king?”

Ivory panel with the Adoration of the Magi (6th century AD).
At bottom centre, a kneeling woman — Salome — holds out her withered hand towards the infant

Christ; this story only features in the Gospel of James.
And the magi said, “We saw an immense star shining among the other stars and dimming them so
much that they weren’t even visible. And so we knew that a king had been born for Israel, and we
came to worship him.”
And Herod said to them, “Go and search, and if you find him, report to me so that I can also come
and worship him.”
(3) And the magi went, and look! The star they had seen in the East led them until they came to the
cave, and it stood over the head of the cave. And when they saw him with his mother Mary, the magi
took gifts from their bags: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned by the angel not to go into Judea, they returned to their country by another
way.

https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Magi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adoration_of_the_Magi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salome_(Gospel_of_James)
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Chapter 22: The Slaughter of the Infants
(1) When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was angry. He sent out his killers,
telling them to kill all the infants two years old and younger.
(2) And when Mary heard that the infants were being killed, she was afraid. She took her child,
wrapped him in cloths, and put him in a manger for cows.
(3) And when Elizabeth heard that John was sought, she took him up into the hills and looked around
for somewhere to hide him, but there wasn’t a hiding place. Then Elizabeth groaned and said,
“Mountain of God, take a mother with her child,” because Elizabeth was unable to go up higher. And
immediately, the mountain split and took her, and a light shone through the mountain for her. For an
angel of the Lord was with them, protecting them.

Chapters 23-24
Herod kills the high priest Zachariahs, who is replaced by Simeon.

Chapter 23: The Murder of Zechariah
(1) But Herod asked for John and sent officers to Zechariah, saying to him, “Where are you hiding
your son?”
But he replied, saying to them, “I’m a minister of God, and I sit in God’s Temple. How should I know
where my son is?”
(2) And his officers went away and reported all these things to Herod. And Herod was angry, and said,
“His son is about to be king over Israel!”
And he sent his officers again, to say to him, “Tell me the truth. Where’s your son? You know that
your life is in my hand.”
And the officers went away and reported these things to him.
(3) And Zechariah said, “I’m a martyr of God if you shed my blood, because the Lord will receive my
spirit, since you’ll be spilling innocent blood at the entrance of the Temple of the Lord.”
And around daybreak, Zechariah was murdered, and the people of Israel didn’t know that he was
murdered.

Chapter 24: Mourning for Zechariah
(1) But at the hour of greeting, the priests came, and Zechariah didn’t meet them to bless them as
was customary. And the priests stood around for Zechariah, waiting to greet him with a blessing and
to glorify the Most High God.
(2) But when he delayed, they were all afraid. But one of them gathered the courage to go into the
sanctuary and saw blood clotted beside the altar of the Lord. And a voice was saying, “Zechariah has
been murdered, and his blood won’t be wiped away until his avenger comes!”
When he heard this saying, he was afraid, and he went and reported to the priests what he had seen
and heard. (3) And they gathered their courage and went and saw what had taken place. And the
panels of the Temple cried out, and they (the priests) ripped their clothes from top to bottom. And
they didn’t find his corpse, but they found his blood had turned to stone. And they were afraid, and
they went out and reported to all the people that Zechariah had been murdered. And when all the
tribes of the people heard, they mourned him and wept three days and three nights.
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(4) And after three days, the priests held a council about who should replace Zechariah. And the lot
fell to Simeon, for he was told by the Holy Spirit that he wouldn’t see death until he saw the Christ in
the flesh.

Chapter 25: Conclusion
(1) Now I, James, wrote this history in Jerusalem when there was a commotion over Herod’s death. I
went into the wilderness until the commotion in Jerusalem had died down. I was glorifying the Lord
God, who gave me the wisdom to write this history.
(2) And grace will be with all who fear the Lord. Amen.
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CHAPTER THREE
GOSPEL OF PSEUDO-MATTHEW

Original Title
"THE BOOK ABOUT

THE ORIGIN OF THE BLESSED MARY
AND

THE CHILDHOOD OF THE SAVIOR "

Matthew in a painted miniature from a volume of Armenian Gospels dated 1609, held by the Bodleian
Library

According to the research of J. Gijsel / R. Beyers (1997) the archetype of the Gospel of Pseudo-
Matthews Recensio-α dates to 800 AD and the composition date to the first half of the seventh
century, maybe to around 600 and 625 AD.

The Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew is a part of the New Testament Apocrypha, and sometimes goes by

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodleian_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodleian_Library
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the name of The Infancy Gospel of Matthew, but the actual name of the text in antiquity was The Book
about the Origin of the Blessed Mary and the Childhood of the Savior.

Depiction of Saint Matthew in the Klosterneuburger Evangelienwerk
(Schaffhausen, Stadtbibliothek, Gen. 8; c.1340), fol. 14r,

a work reliant on the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew for its narrative and images.

http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/searchresult/list/one/sbs/0008
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/sbs/0008/14r
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Depiction of Saint Matthew in an eight-century Irish Evangelary,
Saint Gall, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 51 (c.750 AD),

Matthew’s name were also associated with the non-canonical gospels now known as the Psuedo
Gospels such as the Gospel of the Ebionites, the Gospel of the Hebrews, and the Gospel of the
Nazarenes.

http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/one/csg/0051
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_the_Ebionites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_the_Hebrews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_the_Nazarenes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_the_Nazarenes
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From: Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol 8 1886 ed
Alexander Roberts, Sir James Donaldson, Arthur Cleveland Coxe - 1886 .

Byzantine Fresco (ca. 1175). Church of Karamlik Kilise, Cappadocia. Clearly showing features from
the apocryphal tradition. Salome (far right), ox and ass at the manger from Gospel of Pseudo-

Matthew.

HERE begins the book of the Birth of the Blessed Mary and the Infancy of the Savior. Written in
Hebrew by the Blessed Evangelist Matthew, and translated into Latin by the Blessed Presbyter
Jerome.
To their well-beloved brother Jerome the Presbyter, Bishops Cromatius and Heliodorus in the Lord,
greeting:
The birth of the Virgin Mary, and the nativity and infancy of our Lord Jesus Christ, we find in
apocryphal books. But considering that in them many things contrary to our faith are written, we have
believed that they ought all to be rejected, lest perchance we should transfer the joy of Christ to
Antichrist. While, therefore, we were considering these things, there came holy men, Parmenius and
Varinus, who said that your Holiness had found a Hebrew volume, written by the hand of the most
blessed Evangelist Matthew, in which also the birth of the virgin mother herself, and the infancy of
our Saviour, were written. And accordingly we entreat your affection by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself,
to render it from the Hebrew into Latin, not so much for the attainment of those things which are the
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insignia of Christ, as for the exclusion of the craft of heretics, who, in order to teach bad doctrine,
have mingled their own lies with the excellent nativity of Christ, that by the sweetness of life they
might hide the bitterness of death. It will therefore become your purest piety, either to listen to us as
your brethren entreating, or to let us have as bishops exacting, the debt of affection which you may
deem due.

REPLY TO THEIR LETTER BY JEROME.

To my lords the holy and most blessed Bishops Cromatius and Heliodorus, Jerome, a humble servant
of Christ, in the Lord greeting.

He who digs in ground where he knows that there is gold, does not instantly snatch at whatever the
uptorn trench may pour forth; but, before the stroke of the quivering spade raises aloft the glittering
mass, he meanwhile lingers over the sods to turn them over and lift them up, and especially he who
has not added to his gains. An arduous task is enjoined upon me, since what your Blessedness has
commanded me, the holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew himself did not write for the purpose of
publishing. For if he had not done it somewhat secretly, he would have added it also to his Gospel
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which he published. But he composed this book in Hebrew; and so little did he publish it, that at this
day the book written in Hebrew by his own hand is in the possession of very religious men, to whom
in successive periods of time it has been handed down by those that were before them. And this book
they never at any time gave to any one to translate. And so it came to pass, that when it was
published by a disciple of Manichaeus named Leucius, who also wrote the falsely styled Acts of the
Apostles, this book afforded matter, not of edification, but of perdition; and the opinion of the Synod in
regard to it was according to its deserts, that the ears of the Church should not be open to it. Let the
snapping of those that bark against us now cease; for we do not add this little book to the canonical
writings, but we translate what was written by an Apostle and Evangelist, that we may disclose the
falsehood of heresy. In this work, then, we obey the commands of pious bishops as well as oppose
impious heretics. It is the love of Christ, therefore, which we fulfil, believing that they will assist us by
their prayers, who through our obedience attain to a knowledge of the holy infancy of our Savior.

There is extant another letter to the same bishops, attributed to Jerome: --

You ask me to let you know what I think of a book held by some to be about the nativity of St. Mary.
And so I wish you to know that there is much in it that is false. For one Seleucus, who wrote the
Sufferings of the Apostles, composed this book. But, just as he wrote what was true about their
powers, and the miracles they worked, but said a great deal that was false about their doctrine; so
here too he has invented many untruths out of his own head. I shall take care to render it word for
word, exactly as it is in the Hebrew, since it is asserted that it was composed by the holy Evangelist
Matthew, and written in Hebrew, and set at the head of his Gospel. Whether this be true or not, I
leave to the author of the preface and the trustworthiness of the writer: as for myself, I pronounce
them doubtful; I do not affirm that they are clearly false. But this I say freely-- and I think none of the
faithful will deny it -- that, whether these stories be true or inventions, the sacred nativity of St. Mary
was preceded by great miracles, and succeeded by the greatest; and so by those who believe that
God can do these things, they can be believed and read without damaging their faith or imperiling
their souls. In short, so far as I can, following the sense rather than the words of the writer, and
sometimes walking in the same path, though not in the same footsteps, sometimes digressing a little,
but still keeping the same road, I shall in this way keep by the style of the narrative, and shall say
nothing that is not either written there, or might, following the same train of thought, have been written.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Once these letters were added to Pseudo-Matthew in the manuscripts (from the ninth century
onward), the association with Matthew as author became part of the tradition. Later other psuedo
writings such as the Nativity of Mary were added to the works of Matthew Pseudo-Matthew was
supposed to act as a prequel to the canonical Gospel of Matthew.
https://brandonwhawk.net/2017/09/21/saint-matthew-and-apocryphal-gospels/)))))))))))))))))))))))

Chapter 1. Joachim takes a wife Anna
In those days there was a man in Jerusalem, Joachim by name, of the tribe of Judah. He was the
shepherd of his own sheep, fearing the Lord in integrity and singleness of heart. He had no other care
than that of his herds, from the produce of which he supplied with food all that feared God, offering
double gifts in the fear of God to all who labored in doctrine, and who ministered unto Him. Therefore
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his lambs, and his sheep, and his wool, and all things whatsoever he possessed, he used to divide
into three portions: one he gave to the orphans, the widows, the strangers, and the poor; the second
to those that worshiped God; and the third he kept for himself and all his house. (Tobit 1:7)

And as he did so, the Lord multiplied to him his herds, so that there was no man like him in the
people of Israel. This now he began to do when he was fifteen years old.

And at the age of twenty he took to wife Anna, the daughter of Achar, of his own tribe, that is, of
the tribe of Judah, of the family of David. And though they had lived together for twenty years, he had
by her neither sons nor daughters.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

””St. Joachim was of the tribe of Judah, and a descendant of King David.
St. Anna was the daughter of Matthan the priest, of the tribe of Levi as was Aaron the High Priest.
Matthan had three daughters: Mary, Zoia, and Anna.
Mary was married in Bethlehem and bore Salome;
Zoia was also married in Bethlehem and bore Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Forerunner;
and Anna was married in Nazareth to Joachim, and in old age gave birth to the Theotokos.””

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11322b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15617c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/bible/tob001.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08193a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08536a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05782a.htm
https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Judah&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/David
https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Zoia&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Bethlehem&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Elizabeth
https://orthodoxwiki.org/John_the_Forerunner
https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Nazareth&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Theotokos


THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

60

)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

Chapter 2.
Priest Reuben sends Joakim away from the temple
Anna prays. Angel promises a child
Anna promises to give the child back to God to the temple
And it happened that, in the time of the feast, among those who were offering incense to the Lord,
Joachim stood getting ready his gifts in the sight of the Lord. And the priest, Ruben by name, coming
to him, said:
“It is not lawful for you to stand among those who are doing sacrifice to God, because God has not
blessed you so as to give you seed in Israel.”

Being therefore put to shame in the sight of the people, he retired from the temple of the Lord
weeping, and did not return to his house, but went to his flocks, taking with him his shepherds into the
mountains to a far country, so that for five months his wife Anna could hear no tidings of him.

And she prayed with tears, saying:
“O Lord, most mighty God of Israel, why have You, seeing that already You have not given me
children, taken from me my husband also? Behold, now five months that I have not seen my husband;
and I know not where he is tarrying; nor, if I knew him to be dead, could I bury him.”
And while she wept excessively, she entered into the court of His house; and she fell on her face
in prayer, and poured out her supplications before the Lord.
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Expulsion of Joakim by Reuben
http://employees.oneonta.edu/farberas/arth/Arth213/Arena_Joachim.html

After this, rising from her prayer, and lifting her eyes to God, she saw a sparrow's nest in a laurel
tree, (Tobit 2:10) and uttered her voice to the Lord with groaning, and said:
“Lord God Almighty, who hast given offspring to every creature, to beasts wild and tame, to serpents,
and birds, and fishes, and they all rejoice over their young ones, You have shut out me alone from the
gift of Your benignity. For You, O God, know my heart, that from the beginning of my married life I
have vowed that, if You, O God, should give me son or daughter, I would offer them to You in
Your holy temple”.

And while she was thus speaking, suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared before her, saying:
“Be not afraid, Anna, for there is seed for you in the decree of God; and all generations even to the
end shall wonder at that which shall be born of you.”
And when he had thus spoken, he vanished out of her sight.

But she, in fear and dread because she had seen such a sight, and heard such words, at length went
into her bed-chamber, and threw herself on the bed as if dead. And for a whole day and night she
remained in great trembling and in prayer. And after these things she called to her servant, and said
to her:
“Do you see me deceived in my widowhood and in great perplexity, and have you been unwilling to
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come in to me?”
Then she, with a slight murmur, thus answered and said:
“If God has shut up your womb, and has taken away your husband from you, what can I do for you?”
And when Anna heard this, she lifted up her voice, and wept aloud.

Chapter 3.
Angel announces to Joachim:
Anna will be a temple of God:
Return to Anna
Anna is bearing a girl from Joachim’s seed
At the same time there appeared a young man on the mountains to Joachim while he was feeding his
flocks, and said to him:
“Why do you not return to your wife?”
And Joachim said:
“I have had her for twenty years, and it has not been the will of God to give me children by her. I have
been driven with shame and reproach from the temple of the Lord: why should I go back to her, when
I have been once cast off and utterly despised? Here then will I remain with my sheep; and so long as
in this life God is willing to grant me light, I shall willingly, by the hands of my servants, bestow their
portions upon the poor, and the orphans, and those that fear God.”

And when he had thus spoken, the young man said to him:
“I am an angel of the Lord, and I have today appeared to your wife when she was weeping
and praying, and have consoled her; and know that she has conceived a daughter from your seed,
and you in your ignorance of this hast left her. She will be in the temple of God, and the Holy
Spirit shall abide in her; and her blessedness shall be greater than that of all the holy women, so that
no one can say that any before her has been like her, or that any after her in this world will be so.
Therefore go down from the mountains, and return to your wife, whom you will find with child. For
God has raised up seed in her, and for this you will give God thanks; and her seed shall be blessed,
and she herself shall be blessed, and shall be made the mother of eternal blessing”.

Then Joachim adored the angel, and said to him:
“If I have found favour in your sight, sit for a little in my tent, and bless your
servant”. (Genesis 18:3)
And the angel said to him:
“Do not say servant, but fellow-servant; for we are the servants of one Master. (Revelation 19:10) But
my food is invisible, and my drink cannot be seen by a mortal. Therefore you ought not to ask me to
enter your tent; but if you were about to give me anything, (Judges 13:16) offer it as a burnt-offering
to the Lord.”

Then Joachim took a lamb without spot, and said to the angel:
“ I should not have dared to offer a burnt-offering to the Lord, unless your command had given me
the priest's right of offering.”
And the angel said to him:
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“I should not have invited you to offer unless I had known the will of the Lord.”
And when Joachim was offering the sacrifice to God, the angel and the odour of the sacrifice went
together straight up to heaven with the smoke. (Judges 13:20)

Then Joachim, throwing himself on his face, lay in prayer from the sixth hour of the day even until
evening. And his lads and hired servants who were with him saw him, and not knowing why he was
lying down, thought that he was dead; and they came to him, and with difficulty raised him from the
ground. And when he recounted to them the vision of the angel, they were struck with great fear and
wonder, and advised him to accomplish the vision of the angel without delay, and to go back with all
haste to his wife. And when Joachim was turning over in his mind whether he should go back or not, it
happened that he was overpowered by a deep sleep; and, behold, the angel who had already
appeared to him when awake, appeared to him in his sleep, saying:
“I am the angel appointed by God as your guardian: go down with confidence, and return to Anna,
because the deeds of mercy which you and your wife Anna have done have been told in the
presence of the Most High; and to you will God give such fruit as no prophet or saint has ever had
from the beginning, or ever will have”.

Annunciation to Joachim and Anna, fresco detail by Gaudenzio Ferrari, 1544–45: Extra-canonical
legends surrounding Mary's birth became an integral element of Christian lore, in both East and West.
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And when Joachim awoke out of his sleep, he called all his herdsmen to him, and told them his
dream. And they wors hipped the Lord, and said to him:
“See that you no further despise the words of the angel. But rise and let us go hence, and return at a
quiet pace, feeding our flocks.”

And when, after thirty days occupied in going back, they were now near at hand, behold, the angel of
the Lord appeared to Anna, who was standing and praying, and said:( Acts 9:11)
“ Go to the gate which is called Golden, and meet your husband in the way, for today he will come to
you”.

She therefore went towards him in haste with her maidens, and, praying to the Lord, she stood a long
time in the gate waiting for him. And when she was wearied with long waiting, she lifted up her eyes
and saw Joachim afar off coming with his flocks; and she ran to him and hung on his neck, giving
thanks to God, and saying:
“I was a widow, and behold now I am not so: I was barren, and behold I have now conceived.”

And so they wors hipped the Lord, and went into their own house. And when this was heard of, there
was great joy among all their neighbors and acquaintances, so that the whole land
of Israel congratulated them.

Chapter 4.
Birth of Mary
Given as temple virgin at age three
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After these things, her nine months being fulfilled, Anna brought forth a daughter, and called her Mary.
And having weaned her in her third year, Joachim, and Anna his wife, went together to the temple of
the Lord to offer sacrifices to God, and placed the infant, Mary by name, in the community of virgins,
in which the virgins remained day and night praising God. And when she was put down before the
doors of the temple, she went up the fifteen steps so swiftly, that she did not look back at all; nor did
she, as children are wont to do, seek for her parents. Whereupon her parents, each of them anxiously
seeking for the child, were both alike astonished, until they found her in the temple, and the priests of
the temple themselves wondered.

Chapter 5.
Then Anna, filled with the Holy Spirit, said before them all:
“The Lord Almighty, the God of Hosts, being mindful of His word, has visited His people with a good
and holy visitation, to bring down the hearts of the Gentiles who were rising against us, and turn them
to Himself. He has opened His ears to our prayers: He has kept away from us the exulting of all our
enemies. The barren has become a mother, and has brought forth exultation and gladness to Israel.
Behold the gifts which I have brought to offer to my Lord, and mine enemies have not been able to
hinder me. For God has turned their hearts to me, and Himself has given me everlasting joy.”
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Chapter 6.
Mary’s schedule
Mary was fed by the Angels
If any sick touched her, they were healed
And Mary was held in admiration by all the people of Israel; and when she was three years old, she
walked with a step so mature, she spoke so perfectly, and spent her time so assiduously in the
praises of God, that all were astonished at her, and wondered; and she was not reckoned a young
infant, but as it were a grown-up person of thirty years old. She was so constant in prayer, and her
appearance was so beautiful and glorious, that scarcely any one could look into her face. And she
occupied herself constantly with her wool-work, so that she in her tender years could do all that
old women were not able to do.
And this was the order that she had set for herself:
From the morning to the third hour she remained in prayer;
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from the third to the ninth she was occupied with her weaving; and
from the ninth she again applied herself to prayer.
She did not retire from praying until there appeared to her the angel of the Lord, from whose hand
she used to receive food; and thus she became more and more perfect in the work of God.
Then, when the older virgins rested from the praises of God, she did not rest at all; so that in the
praises and vigils of God none were found before her, no one more learned in the wisdom of the law
of God, more lowly in humility, more elegant in singing, more perfect in all virtue. She was indeed
steadfast, immovable, unchangeable, and daily advancing to perfection. No one saw her angry, nor
heard her speaking evil. All her speech was so full of grace, that her God was acknowledged to be in
her tongue.

She was always engaged in prayer and in searching the law, and she was anxious lest by any word
of hers she should sin with regard to her companions. Then she was afraid lest in her laughter, or the
sound of her beautiful voice, she should commit any fault, or lest, being elated, she should display
any wrong-doing or haughtiness to one of her equals. She blessed God without intermission; and lest
perchance, even in her salutation, she might cease from praising God; if any one saluted her, she
used to answer by way of salutation:
“Thanks be to God.”
And from her the custom first began of men saying, Thanks be to God, when they saluted each other.
She refreshed herself only with the food which she daily received from the hand of the angel; but the
food which she obtained from the priests she divided among the poor. The angels of God were often
seen speaking with her, and they most diligently obeyed her.
If any one who was unwell touched her, the same hour he went home cured.

Chapter 7.
Mary resolves to stay virgin all life.
Then Abiathar the priest offered gifts without end to the high priests, in order that he might obtain her
as wife to his son. But Mary forbade them, saying: It cannot be that I should know a man, or that a
man should know me. For all the priests and all her relations kept saying to her: God is worshiped in
children and adored in posterity, as has always happened among the sons of Israel.
But Mary answered and said to them:
“God is wors hipped in chastity, as is proved first of all. For before Abel there was none righteous
among men, and he by his offerings pleased God, and was without mercy slain by him who
displeased Him. Two crowns, therefore, he received — of oblation and of virginity, because in his
flesh there was no pollution. Elias also, when he was in the flesh, was taken up in the flesh, because
he kept his flesh un-spotted. Now I, from my infancy in the temple of God, have learned
that virginity can be sufficiently dear to God. And so, because I can offer what is dear to God, I have
resolved in my heart that I should not know a man at all.”

Chapter 8.
Mary fourteen years old.
Joseph is chosen by lot of staff to be the caretaker of Mary.
Joseph receives Mary with five virgins
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Now it came to pass, when she was fourteen years old, and on this account there was occasion for
the Pharisees' saying that it was now a custom that no woman of that age should abide in the temple
of God, they fell upon the plan of sending a herald through all the tribes of Israel, that on the third day
all should come together into the temple of the Lord. And when all the people had come together,
Abiathar the high priest rose, and mounted on a higher step, that he might be seen and heard by all
the people; and when great silence had been obtained, he said:
“Hear me, O sons of Israel, and receive my words into your ears. Ever since this temple was built by
Solomon, there have been in it virgins, the daughters of kings and the daughters of prophets, and
of high priests and priests; and they were great, and worthy of admiration. But when they came to the
proper age they were given in marriage, and followed the course of their mothers before them, and
were pleasing to God. But a new order of life has been found out by Mary alone, who promises that
she will remain a virgin to God. Wherefore it seems to me, that through our inquiry and the answer of
God we should try to ascertain to whose keeping she ought to be entrusted. Then these words found
favour with all the synagogue. And the lot was cast by the priests upon the twelve tribes, and the lot
fell upon the tribe of Judah. “
And the priest said: “Tomorrow let every one who has no wife come, and bring his rod in his hand.”
Whence it happened that Joseph brought his rod along with the young men. And the rods having
been handed over to the high priest, he offered a sacrifice to the Lord God, and inquired of the Lord.
And the Lord said to him:
“Put all their rods into the holy of holies of God, and let them remain there, and order them to come to
you on the morrow to get back their rods; and the man from the point of whose rod a dove shall come
forth, and fly towards heaven, and in whose hand the rod, when given back, shall exhibit this sign, to
him let Mary be delivered to be kept.”

On the following day, then, all having assembled early, and an incense-offering having been made,
the high priest went into the holy of holies, and brought forth the rods. And when he had distributed
the rods, and the dove came forth out of none of them, the high priest put on the twelve bells and the
sacerdotal robe; and entering into the holy of holies, he there made a burnt-offering, and poured forth
a prayer. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him, saying:
“There is here the shortest rod, of which you have made no account: you brought it in with the rest,
but did not take it out with them. When you have taken it out, and hast given it him whose it is, in it will
appear the sign of which I spoke to you”.
Now that was Joseph's rod; and because he was an old man, he had been cast off, as it were, that he
might not receive her, but neither did he himself wish to ask back his rod.

And when he was humbly standing last of all, the high priest cried out to him with a loud voice, saying:
“Come, Joseph, and receive your rod; for we are waiting for you.”

And Joseph came up trembling, because the high priest had called him with a very loud voice. But as
soon as he stretched forth his hand, and laid hold of his rod, immediately from the top of it came forth
a dove whiter than snow, beautiful exceedingly, which, after long flying about the roofs of the temple,
at length flew towards the heavens.

Then all the people congratulated the old man, saying:
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“You have been made blessed in your old age, O father Joseph, seeing that God has shown you to
be fit to receive Mary.”
And the priests having said to him,
“Take her, because of all the tribe of Judah you alone hast been chosen by God”;
Joseph began bashfully to address them, saying:
I am an old man, and have children; why do you hand over to me this infant, who is younger than my
grandsons? Then Abiathar the high priest said to him: Remember, Joseph, how Dathan and Abiron
and Core perished, because they despised the will of God. So will it happen to you, if you despise this
which is commanded you by God. Joseph answered him: I indeed do not despise the will of God; but
I shall be her guardian until I can ascertain concerning the will of God, as to which of my sons can
have her as his wife. Let some virgins of her companions, with whom she may meanwhile spend her
time, be given for a consolation to her. Abiathar the high priest answered and said: Five virgins indeed
shall be given her for consolation, until the appointed day come in which you may receive her; for to
no other can she be joined in marriage.

Then Joseph received Mary, with the other five virgins who were to be with her in Joseph's house.
These virgins were Rebecca, Sephora, Susanna, Abigea, and Cael; to whom the high priest gave the
silk, and the blue, and the fine linen, and the scarlet, and the purple, and the fine flax. For they cast
lots among themselves what each virgin should do, and the purple for the veil of the temple of the
Lord fell to the lot of Mary. And when she had got it, those virgins said to her: Since you are the last,
and humble, and younger than all, you have deserved to receive and obtain the purple. And thus
saying, as it were in words of annoyance, they began to call her queen of virgins. While, however,
they were so doing, the angel of the Lord appeared in the midst of them, saying: These words shall
not have been uttered by way of annoyance, but prophesied as a prophecy most true. They trembled,
therefore, at the sight of the angel, and at his words, and asked her to pardon them, and pray for
them.

Chapter 9.

And on the second day, while Mary was at the fountain to fill her pitcher, the angel of the Lord
appeared to her, saying:
“Blessed are you, Mary; for in your womb you have prepared an habitation for the Lord. For, lo, the
light from heaven shall come and dwell in you, and by means of you will shine over the whole world.”

Again, on the third day, while she was working at the purple with her fingers, there entered a young
man of ineffable beauty. And when Mary saw him, she exceedingly feared and trembled. And he said
to her:
“Hail, Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with you: blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb.” (Luke 1:28)

And when she heard these words, she trembled, and was exceedingly afraid.
Then the angel of the Lord added:
“Fear not, Mary; for you have found favour with God: Behold, you shall conceive in your womb, and
shall bring forth a King, who fills not only the earth, but the heaven, and who reigns from generation to
generation.”
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Chapter 10.
Joseph finds Mary pregnant.
While these things were doing, Joseph was occupied with his work, house-building, in the districts by
the sea-shore; for he was a carpenter. And after nine months he came back to his house, and found
Mary pregnant. Wherefore, being in the utmost distress, he trembled and cried out, saying:
“O Lord God, receive my spirit; for it is better for me to die than to live any longer.”
And the virgins who were with Mary said to him:
“Joseph, what are you saying? We know that no man has touched her; we can testify that she is still a
virgin, and untouched. We have watched over her; always has she continued with us in prayer; daily
do the angels of God speak with her; daily does she receive food from the hand of the Lord. We know
not how it is possible that there can be any sin in her. But if you wish us to tell you what we suspect,
nobody but the angel of the Lord has made her pregnant.”

Then said Joseph:
“Why do you mislead me, to believe that an angel of the Lord has made her pregnant? But it is
possible that someone has pretended to be an angel of the Lord, and has beguiled her.”

And thus speaking, he wept, and said: With what face shall I look at the temple of the Lord, or with
what face shall I see the priests of God? What am I to do? And thus saying, he thought that he would
flee, and send her away.

Chapter 11.
Angel appears to Joseph
And when he was thinking of rising up and hiding himself, and dwelling in secret, behold, on that very
night, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in sleep, saying:
“Joseph, you son of David, fear not; receive Mary as your wife: for that which is in her womb is of the
Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a son, and His name shall be called Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins”
And Joseph, rising from his sleep, gave thanks to God, and spoke to Mary and the virgins who were
with her, and told them his vision. And he was comforted about Mary, saying:
“I have sinned, in that I suspected you at all”

Chapter 12.
Water Test for both Mary and Joseph

After these things there arose a great report that Mary was with child. And Joseph was seized by the
officers of the temple, and brought along with Mary to the high priest. And he with the priests began to
reproach him, and to say:
“Why have you beguiled so great and so glorious a virgin, who was fed like a dove in the temple by
the angels of God, who never wished either to see or to have a man, who had the most excellent
knowledge of the law of God? If you had not done violence to her, she would still have remained in
her virginity.”

And Joseph vowed, and swore that he had never touched her at all. And Abiathar the high priest
answered him: “As the Lord lives, I will give you to drink of the water of drinking of the Lord, and
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immediately your sin will appear.”

Then was assembled a multitude of people which could not be numbered, and Mary was brought to
the temple. And the priests, and her relatives, and her parents wept, and said to Mary:
“Confess to the priests your sin, you that wast like a dove in the temple of God, and received food
from the hands of an angel”

. And again Joseph was summoned to the altar, and the water of drinking of the Lord was given him
to drink. And when any one that had lied drank this water, and walked seven times round the altar,
God used to show some sign in his face. When, therefore, Joseph had drunk in safety, and had
walked round the altar seven times, no sign of sin appeared in him.

Then all the priests, and the officers, and the people justified him, saying:
“ Blessed are you, seeing that no charge has been found good against you.”

And they summoned Mary, and said:
“And what excuse can you have? Or what greater sign can appear in you than the conception of your
womb, which betrays you? This only we require of you, that since Joseph is pure regarding you, you
confess who it is that has beguiled you. For it is better that your confession should betray you, than
that the wrath of God should set a mark on your face, and expose you in the midst of the people. “

Then Mary said, steadfastly and without trembling:
“O Lord God, King over all, who know all secrets, if there be any pollution in me, or any sin, or any
evil desires, or unchastity, expose me in the sight of all the people, and make me an example of
punishment to all.”

Thus saying, she went up to the altar of the Lord boldly, and drank the water of drinking, and walked
round the altar seven times, and no spot was found in her.

And when all the people were in the utmost astonishment, seeing that she was with child, and that no
sign had appeared in her face, they began to be disturbed among themselves by conflicting
statements: some said that she was holy and un-spotted, others that she was wicked and defiled.
Then Mary, seeing that she was still suspected by the people, and that on that account she did not
seem to them to be wholly cleared, said in the hearing of all, with a loud voice,
“As the Lord Adonai lives, the Lord of Hosts before whom I stand, I have not known man; but I am
known by Him to whom from my earliest years I have devoted myself. And this vow I made to my God
from my infancy, that I should remain un-spotted in Him who created me, and I trust that I shall so live
to Him alone, and serve Him alone; and in Him, as long as I shall live, will I remain unpolluted.”

Then they all began to kiss her feet and to embrace her knees, asking her to pardon them for their
wicked suspicions. And she was led down to her house with exultation and joy by the people, and the
priests, and all the virgins. And they cried out, and said: Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever,
because He has manifested your holiness to all His people Israel.
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Chapter 13.
Census and Travel to Bethlehem
Jesus born in a cave
Baby stood up as soon as he was born
Joseph brought two midwives; Zelomi and Salome
Zelomi tested and declares her virgin still
Salome doubted and tested herself, her hand withered – touching the baby she was healed
Stays in the cave three days
Shepherds
Great Star

And it came to pass some little time after, that an enrolment was made according to the edict of
Cæsar Augustus, that all the world was to be enrolled, each man in his native place. This enrolment
was made by Cyrinus, the governor of Syria. (Luke 2:1-6) It was necessary, therefore, that Joseph
should enroll with the blessed Mary in Bethlehem, because to it they belonged, being of the tribe of
Judah, and of the house and family of David.

When, therefore, Joseph and the blessed Mary were going along the road which leads to Bethlehem,
Mary said to Joseph:
“ I see two peoples before me, the one weeping, and the other rejoicing.”
And Joseph answered:
“Sit still on your beast, and do not speak superfluous words.”

Then there appeared before them a beautiful boy, clothed in white raiment, who said to Joseph:
“Why did you say that the words which Mary spoke about the two peoples were superfluous? For she
saw the people of the Jews weeping, because they have departed from their God; and the people of
the Gentiles rejoicing, because they have now been added and made near to the Lord, according to
that which He promised to our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for the time is at hand when in the
seed of Abraham all nations shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)

And when he had thus said, the angel ordered the beast to stand, for the time when she should bring
forth was at hand; and he commanded the blessed Mary to come down off the animal, and go into a
recess under a cavern, in which there never was light, but always darkness, because the light of day
could not reach it. And when the blessed Mary had gone into it, it began to shine with as much
brightness as if it were the sixth hour of the day. The light from God so shone in the cave, that neither
by day nor night was light wanting as long as the blessed Mary was there.

And there she brought forth a son, and the angels surrounded Him when He was being born.

And as soon as He was born, He stood upon His feet, and the angels adored Him, saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good pleasure.”

Now, when the birth of the Lord was at hand, Joseph had gone away to seek midwives. And when he
had found them, he returned to the cave, and found with Mary the infant which she had brought forth.
And Joseph said to the blessed Mary:
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“I have brought you two midwives — Zelomi and Salome; and they are standing outside before the
entrance to the cave, not daring to come in hither, because of the exceeding brightness.”

And when the blessed Mary heard this, she smiled; and Joseph said to her: “Do not smile; but
prudently allow them to visit you, in case you should require them for your cure.”

Then she ordered them to enter. And when Zelomi had come in, Salome having stayed without,
Zelomi said to Mary:
“ Allow me to touch you.”

Midwives Salome and Zelomi bathe the newborn Christ.
Other ladies are there help and to encourage Mary.
Jospeh is waiting as usual outside for the verdict,

“It is a boy”
(from the Daphni Monastery in Greece, circa 1100).

And when she had permitted her to make an examination, the midwife cried out with a loud voice,
and said:
“Lord, Lord Almighty, mercy on us! It has never been heard or thought of, that any one should have
her breasts full of milk, and that the birth of a son should show his mother to be a virgin. But there has
been no spilling of blood in his birth, no pain in bringing him forth. A virgin has conceived, a virgin has
brought forth, and a virgin she remains.”
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And hearing these words, Salome said:
“Allow me to handle you, and prove whether Zelomi have spoken the truth”.

And the blessed Mary allowed her to handle her. And when she had withdrawn her hand from
handling her, it dried up, and through excess of pain she began to weep bitterly, and to be in great
distress, crying out, and saying:
“ O Lord God, You know that I have always feared You, and that without recompense I have cared for
all the poor; I have taken nothing from the widow and the orphan, and the needy have I not sent
empty away. And, behold, I am made wretched because of mine unbelief, since without a cause I
wished to try Your virgin.”

And while she was thus speaking, there stood by her a young man in shining garments, saying:
“Go to the child, and adore Him, and touch Him with your hand, and He will heal you, because He is
the Saviour of the world, and of all that hope in Him.”

And she went to the child with haste, and adored Him, and touched the fringe of the cloths in which
He was wrapped, and instantly her hand was cured. And going forth, she began to cry aloud, and to
tell the wonderful things which she had seen, and which she had suffered, and how she had been
cured; so that many through her statements believed.

And some shepherds also affirmed that they had seen angels singing a hymn at midnight, praising
and blessing the God of heaven, and saying: There has been born the Saviour of all, who is Christ
the Lord, in whom salvation shall be brought back to Israel. Luke 2:8-12

Moreover, a great star, larger than any that had been seen since the beginning of the world, shone
over the cave from the evening till the morning. And the prophets who were in Jerusalem said that
this star pointed out the birth of Christ, who should restore the promise not only to Israel, but to all
nations.

Chapter 14.
They move to a stable and remain for three days

And on the third day after the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the most blessed Mary went forth out of
the cave, and entering a stable, placed the child in the stall, and the ox and the ass adored Him. Then
was fulfilled that which was said by Isaiah the prophet, saying: The ox knows his owner, and the ass
his master's crib.( Isaiah 1:3) The very animals, therefore, the ox and the ass, having Him in their
midst, incessantly adored Him. Then was fulfilled that which was said by Abacuc the prophet, saying:
Between two animals you are made manifest. In the same place Joseph remained with Mary three
days.
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Nativity by Guido da Siena (1270s). Louvre Museum. This painting includes a number of later
apocryphal developments; cave (with light), midwife and Salome bathing Jesus , ox at the manger

https://bibleresearchtoday.com/tag/gospel-of-pseudo-matthew/

Chapter 15.

Circumcision on the eighth day
Presentation
Simeon
Anna the Prophetess
And on the sixth day they entered Bethlehem, where they spent the seventh day. And on the eighth
day they circumcised the child, and called His name Jesus; for so He was called by the angel before
He was conceived in the womb. (Luke 2:21-24) Now, after the days of the purification of Mary were
fulfilled according to the law of Moses, then Joseph took the infant to the temple of the Lord. And
when the infant had received parhithomus, — parhithomus, that is, circumcision— they offered for
Him a pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons. (Leviticus 12:8)

Now there was in the temple a man of God, perfect and just, whose name was Symeon, a hundred
and twelve years old. He had received the answer from the Lord, that he should not taste of death
till he had seen Christ, the Son of God, living in the flesh. And having seen the child, he cried out with
a loud voice, saying:

https://bibleresearchtoday.com/tag/gospel-of-pseudo-matthew/
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“God has visited His people, and the Lord has fulfilled His promise. And he made haste, and adored
Him.”
And after this he took Him up into his cloak and kissed His feet, and said:
“Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word: for my eyes have seen Your
salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of Your people Israel.”( Luke 2:22-35)

There was also in the temple of the Lord, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher, who had lived with her husband seven years from her virginity; and she had now been a
widow eighty-four years. And she never left the temple of the Lord, but spent her time in fasting and
prayer. She also likewise adored the child, saying: In Him is the redemption of the world. (Luke 2:36-
38)

Chapter 16.

Jesus two years old
Magi visit
And when the second year was past, Magi came from the east to Jerusalem, bringing great gifts. And
they made strict inquiry of the Jews, saying:
“Where is the king who has been born to you? For we have seen his star in the east, and have come
to worship him.”

And word of this came to King Herod, and so alarmed him that he called together the scribes and the
Pharisees, and the teachers of the people, asking of them where the prophets had foretold that Christ
should be born. And they said:
“In Bethlehem of Judah. For it is written: And you Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art by no means
the least among the princes of Judah; for out of you shall come forth a Leader who shall rule my
people Israel.: (Micah 5:2)

Then King Herod summoned the magi to him, and strictly inquired of them when the star appeared to
them. Then, sending them to Bethlehem, he said:
“Go and make strict inquiry about the child; and when you have found him, bring me word again, that
I may come and worship him also.”

And while the magi were going on their way, there appeared to them the star, which was, as it were,
a guide to them, going before them until they came to where the child was. And when the magi saw
the star, they rejoiced with great joy; and going into the house, they saw the child Jesus sitting in His
mother's lap. Then they opened their treasures, and presented great gifts to the blessed Mary and
Joseph. And to the child Himself they offered each of them a piece of gold. And likewise one gave
gold, another frankincense, and the third myrrh. And when they were going to return to King Herod,
they were warned by an angel in their sleep not to go back to Herod; and they returned to their own
country by another road. (Matthew 2:1-12)
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Chapter 17.
Massacre of all male under two
Flight to Egypt
And when Herod saw that he had been made sport of by the magi, his heart swelled with rage, and
he sent through all the roads, wishing to seize them and put them to death. But when he could not
find them at all, he sent anew to Bethlehem and all its borders, and slew all the male children whom
he found of two years old and under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the magi.
(Matthew 2:16)

Now the day before this was done Joseph was warned in his sleep by the angel of the Lord, who said
to him: Take Mary and the child, and go into Egypt by the way of the desert. And Joseph went
according to the saying of the angel. (Matthew 2:14)

Chapter 18.
Jesus wors hipped by the dragons on the way

And having come to a certain cave, and wishing to rest in it, the blessed Mary dismounted from her
beast, and sat down with the child Jesus in her bosom. And there were with Joseph three boys, and
with Mary a girl, going on the journey along with them. And, lo, suddenly there came forth from the
cave many dragons; and when the children saw them, they cried out in great terror. Then Jesus went
down from the bosom of His mother, and stood on His feet before the dragons; and they adored
Jesus, and thereafter retired. Then was fulfilled that which was said by David the prophet, saying:



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

78

Praise the Lord from the earth, you dragons; ye dragons, and all you deeps. And the young child
Jesus, walking before them, commanded them to hurt no man. But Mary and Joseph were very much
afraid lest the child should be hurt by the dragons. And Jesus said to them: Do not be afraid, and do
not consider me to be a little child; for I am and always have been perfect; and all the beasts of the
forest must needs be tame before me.

Depiction of Pseudo-Matthew 18:1, from the Klosterneuburger Evangelienwerk (fol. 20r)
Klosterneuburger Evangelienwerk (Schaffhausen, Stadtbibliothek, Gen. 8), c.1340

This is the oldest copy of a German synthesis of biblical and apocryphal stories about Jesus and the
apostles, with over 400 drawings illustrating the text in the margins. On folios 20r-29r, the text
relates events in Jesus’ childhood based on the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew and later additions to the
text, accompanied by marginal illustrations.
One can see the unique style of the artist

Chapter 19.
Lions and Panthers escort them in the wilderness

Lions and panthers adored Him likewise, and accompanied them in the desert. Wherever Joseph and
the blessed Mary went, they went before them showing them the way, and bowing their heads; and
showing their submission by wagging their tails, they adored Him with great reverence. Now at first,
when Mary saw the lions and the panthers, and various kinds of wild beasts, coming about them, she
was very much afraid. But the infant Jesus looked into her face with a joyful countenance, and said:

http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/sbs/0008/20r/0/Sequence-1030
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/searchresult/list/one/sbs/0008
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/sbs/0008/20r/0/Sequence-1030


THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

79

“Be not afraid, mother; for they come not to do you harm, but they make haste to serve both you and
me.”
With these words He drove all fear from her heart.

And the lions kept walking with them, and with the oxen, and the asses, and the beasts of burden
which carried their baggage, and did not hurt a single one of them, though they kept beside them; but
they were tame among the sheep and the rams which they had brought with them from Judæa, and
which they had with them. They walked among wolves, and feared nothing; and no one of them was
hurt by another. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by the prophet: Wolves shall feed with
lambs; the lion and the ox shall eat straw together.( Isaiah 65:25) There were together two oxen
drawing a wagon with provision for the journey, and the lions directed them in their path.

Chapter 20.
Palm trees bows down to give fruits
Its roots give water to refill.

And it came to pass on the third day of their journey, while they were walking, that the blessed Mary
was fatigued by the excessive heat of the sun in the desert; and seeing a palm tree, she said to
Joseph: Let me rest a little under the shade of this tree. Joseph therefore made haste, and led her to
the palm, and made her come down from her beast. And as the blessed Mary was sitting there, she
looked up to the foliage of the palm, and saw it full of fruit, and said to Joseph:
“ I wish it were possible to get some of the fruit of this palm.”
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And Joseph said to her: “I wonder that you say this, when you see how high the palm tree is; and
that you think of eating of its fruit. I am thinking more of the want of water, because the skins are now
empty, and we have none wherewith to refresh ourselves and our cattle.”

Then the child Jesus, with a joyful countenance, reposing in the bosom of His mother, said to the
palm: “O tree, bend your branches, and refresh my mother with your fruit”

And immediately at these words the palm bent its top down to the very feet of the blessed Mary; and
they gathered from it fruit, with which they were all refreshed. And after they had gathered all its fruit,
it remained bent down, waiting the order to rise from Him who had commanded it to stoop. Then
Jesus said to it:
“Raise yourself, O palm tree, and be strong, and be the companion of my trees, which are in the
paradise of my Father; and open from your roots a vein of water which has been hid in the earth, and
let the waters flow, so that we may be satisfied from you”.
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And it rose up immediately, and at its root there began to come forth a spring of water exceedingly
clear and cool and sparkling. And when they saw the spring of water, they rejoiced with great joy, and
were satisfied, themselves and all their cattle and their beasts. Wherefore they gave thanks to God.

Chapter 21.
Jesus orders that palms tree be planted in the paradise

And on the day after, when they were setting out thence, and in the hour in which they began their
journey, Jesus turned to the palm, and said:
“This privilege I give you, O palm tree, that one of your branches be carried away by my angels, and
planted in the paradise of my Father. And this blessing I will confer upon you, that it shall be said of all
who conquer in any contest, You have attained the palm of victory”.
And while He was thus speaking, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared, and stood upon the palm
tree; and taking off one of its branches, flew to heaven with the branch in his hand. And when they
saw this, they fell on their faces, and became as it were dead. And Jesus said to them:
“Why are your hearts possessed with fear? Do you not know that this palm, which I have caused to
be transferred to paradise, shall be prepared for all the saints in the place of delights, as it has been
prepared for us in this place of the wilderness?”
And they were filled with joy; and being strengthened, they all rose up.
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Chapter 22.
Jesus shortens the journey from 30 to one day
They enter city of Sotine and there into a temple with 150 idols

After this, while they were going on their journey, Joseph said to Jesus:
“Lord, it is a boiling heat; if it please You, let us go by the sea-shore, that we may be able to rest in the
cities on the coast.”
Jesus said to him:
“Fear not, Joseph; I will shorten the way for you, so that what you would have taken thirty days to go
over, you shall accomplish in this in day.”
And while they were thus speaking, behold, they looked forward, and began to see the mountains
and cities of Egypt.

And rejoicing and exulting, they came into the regions of Hermopolis, and entered into a certain city of
Egypt which is called Sotinen; and because they knew no one there from whom they could ask
hospitality, they went into a temple which was called the Capitol of Egypt. And in this temple there had
been set up three hundred and fifty-five idols, to each of which on its own day divine honours and
sacred rites were paid. For the Egyptians belonging to the same city entered the Capitol, in which the
priests told them how many sacrifices were offered each day, according to the honour in which the
god was held.

Chapter 23.
All idols fell down and broke

And it came to pass, when the most blessed Mary went into the temple with the little child, that all the
idols prostrated themselves on the ground, so that all of them were lying on their faces shattered and
broken to pieces; (1 Samuel 5:3) and thus they plainly showed that they were nothing. Then was
fulfilled that which was said by the prophet Isaiah: Behold, the Lord will come upon a swift cloud, and
will enter Egypt, and all the handiwork of the Egyptians shall be moved at His presence. (Isaiah 19:1)

Chapter 24.

Governor Affrodosius realizes why all the idols fell face down worships Jesus
Then Affrodosius, that governor of the city, when news of this was brought to him, went to the temple
with all his army. And the priests of the temple, when they saw Affrodosius with all his army coming
into the temple, thought that he was making haste only to see vengeance taken on those on whose
account the gods had fallen down. But when he came into the temple, and saw all the gods lying
prostrate on their faces, he went up to the blessed Mary, who was carrying the Lord in her bosom,
and adored Him, and said to all his army and all his friends: Unless this were the God of our gods, our
gods would not have fallen on their faces before Him; nor would they be lying prostrate in His
presence: wherefore they silently confess that He is their Lord. Unless we, therefore, take care to do
what we have seen our gods doing, we may run the risk of His anger, and all come to destruction,
even as it happened to Pharaoh king of the Egyptians, who, not believing in powers so mighty, was
drowned in the sea, with all his army. (Exodus 15:4) Then all the people of that same city believed in
the Lord God through Jesus Christ.
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Refugees on the run, in the Klosterneuburger Evangelienwerk (fol.19r)

Chapter 25.
Returning to Judah
After no long time the angel said to Joseph: Return to the land of Judah, for they are dead who
sought the child's life.

Chapter 26.
Jesus four years old
Jesus puts to death by word a boy who disturbed his water pool that he made at Jordan river
side. It was on a sabbath

And it came to pass, after Jesus had returned out of Egypt, when He was in Galilee, and entering on
the fourth year of His age, that on a Sabbath day He was playing with some children at the bed of the
Jordan. And as He sat there, Jesus made to Himself seven pools of clay, and to each of them He
made passages, through which at His command He brought water from the torrent into the pool, and
took it back again.

Then one of those children, a son of the devil, moved with envy, shut the passages which supplied
the pools with water, and overthrew what Jesus had built up.

Then said Jesus to him: “Woe unto you, you son of death, you son of Satan! Do you destroy the
works which I have wrought?”
And immediately he who had done this died.
Then with great uproar the parents of the dead boy cried out against Mary and Joseph, saying to
them:
“Your son has cursed our son, and he is dead.”

http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/sbs/0008/19r/0/Sequence-1030
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And when Joseph and Mary heard this, they came immediately to Jesus, on account of the outcry of
the parents of the boy, and the gathering together of the Jews. But Joseph said privately to Mary:
“ I dare not speak to Him; but you admonish Him, and say: Why have You raised against us the
hatred of the people; and why must the troublesome hatred of men be borne by us?”

And His mother having come to Him, asked Him, saying: “My Lord, what was it that he did to bring
about his death?”
And He said: “He deserved death, because he scattered the works that I had made.”
Then His mother asked Him, saying: “Do not so, my Lord, because all men rise up against us.”

But He, not wishing to grieve His mother, with His right foot kicked the hinder parts of the dead boy,
and said to him:
“Rise, you son of iniquity for you are not worthy to enter into the rest of my Father, because you
destroyed the works which I had made.”

Then he who had been dead rose up, and went away. And Jesus, by the word of His power, brought
water into the pools by the aqueduct.

Chapter 27.
Jesus makes clay parrots and give them life on a sabbath

And it came to pass, after these things, that in the sight of all Jesus took clay from the pools which He
had made, and of it made twelve sparrows. And it was the Sabbath when Jesus did this, and there
were very many children with Him. When, therefore, one of the Jews had seen Him doing this, he
said to Joseph:
“Joseph, do you not see the child Jesus working on the Sabbath at what it is not lawful for him to do?
For he has made twelve sparrows of clay.”
And when Joseph heard this, he reproved him, saying:
“Why do you do on the Sabbath such things as are not lawful for us to do?”
And when Jesus heard Joseph, He struck His hands together, and said to His sparrows: Fly! And at
the voice of His command they began to fly. And in the sight and hearing of all that stood by, He said
to the birds: Go and fly through the earth, and through all the world, and live.

And when those that were there saw such miracles, they were filled with great astonishment. And
some praised and admired Him, but others reviled Him. And certain of them went away to the chief
priests and the heads of the Pharisees, and reported to them that Jesus the son of Joseph had done
great signs and miracles in the sight of all the people of Israel. And this was reported in the twelve
tribes of Israel.

Chapter 28.

Son of Annas breaking down the pools that Jesus made
Cursed by Jesus he died
And again the son of Annas, a priest of the temple, who had come with Joseph, holding his rod in his
hand in the sight of all, with great fury broke down the dams which Jesus had made with His own
hands, and let out the water which He had collected in them from the torrent. Moreover, he shut the
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aqueduct by which the water came in, and then broke it down. And when Jesus saw this, He said to
that boy who had destroyed His dams:
“O most wicked seed of iniquity! O son of death! O workshop of Satan! verily the fruit of your seed
shall be without strength, and your roots without moisture, and your branches withered, bearing no
fruit”
.And immediately, in the sight of all, the boy withered away, and died.

Chapter 29.
A boy jams into Jesus making sport of Him.
He was cursed and died
Jesus raises him to avoid riot.

Then Joseph trembled, and took hold of Jesus, and went with Him to his own house, and His mother
with Him. And, behold, suddenly from the opposite direction a boy, also a worker of iniquity, ran up
and came against the shoulder of Jesus, wishing to make sport of Him, or to hurt Him, if he could.
And Jesus said to him:
“You shall not go back safe and sound from the way that you go.”
And immediately he fell down, and died.

And the parents of the dead boy, who had seen what happened, cried out, saying:
“Where does this child come from? It is manifest that every word that he says is true; and it is often
accomplished before he speaks.”.

And the parents of the dead boy came to Joseph, and said to him:
“Take away that Jesus from this place, for he cannot live with us in this town; or at least teach him to
bless, and not to curse”.

And Joseph came up to Jesus, and admonished Him, saying:
“Why do you do such things? For already many are in grief and against you, and hate us on your
account, and we endure the reproaches of men because of you.”

And Jesus answered and said to Joseph: “No one is a wise son but he whom his father has taught,
according to the knowledge of this time; and a father's curse can hurt none but evil-doers.”

Then they came together against Jesus, and accused him to Joseph. When Joseph saw this, he
was in great terror, fearing the violence and uproar of the people of Israel. And the same hour Jesus
seized the dead boy by the ear, and lifted him up from the earth in the sight of all: and they saw Jesus
speaking to him like a father to his son. And his spirit came back to him, and he revived. And all of
them wondered.

Chapter 30.
Schoolmasster Zachyas rejected as a teacher by Jesus

Now a certain Jewish schoolmaster named Zachyas heard Jesus thus speaking; and seeing that He
could not be overcome, from knowing the power that was in Him, he became angry, and began rudely
and foolishly, and without fear, to speak against Joseph. And he said:
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“Do you not wish to entrust me with your son, that he may be instructed in human learning and in
reverence? But I see that Mary and yourself have more regard for your son than for what the elders of
the people of Israel say against him. You should have given more honour to us, the elders of the
whole church of Israel, both that he might be on terms of mutual affection with the children, and that
among us he might be instructed in Jewish learning.”

Joseph, on the other hand, said to him:
“And is there any one who can keep this child, and teach him? But if you can keep him and teach him,
we by no means hinder him from being taught by you those things which are learned by all. And
Jesus, having heard what Zachyas had said, answered and said to him: The precepts of the law
which you have just spoken of, and all the things that you have named, must be kept by those who
are instructed in human learning; but I am a stranger to your law-courts, because I have no father
after the flesh. You who read the law, and are learned in it, abide in the law; but I was before the law.
But since you think that no one is equal to you in learning, you shall be taught by me, that no other
can teach anything but those things which you have named. But he alone can who is worthy. For
when I shall be exalted on earth, I will cause to cease all mention of your genealogy. For you know
not when you were born: I alone know when you were born, and how long your life on earth will be.”

Then all who heard these words were struck with astonishment, and cried out:
“Oh! Oh! Oh! This marvelously great and wonderful mystery. Never have we heard the like! Never has
it been heard from anyone else, nor has it been said or at any time heard by the prophets, or the
Pharisees, or the scribes. We know whence he is sprung, and he is scarcely five years old; and
whence does he speak these words?”

The Pharisees answered: “ have never heard such words spoken by any other child so young”.

And Jesus answered and said to them:
“At this do ye wonder, that such things are said by a child? Why, then, do ye not believe me in those
things which I have said to you? And you all wonder because I said to you that I know when you were
born. I will tell you greater things, that you may wonder more. I have seen Abraham, whom you call
your father, and have spoken with him; and he has seen me.” (John 8:56-58)

And when they heard this they held their tongues, nor did any of them dare to speak. And Jesus said
to them: I have been among you with children, and you have not known me; I have spoken to you as
to wise men, and you have not understood my words; because you are younger than I am, and of
little faith.

Chapter 31.
A second master puts to shame.
He confesses his ignorance
Jesus revokes all curses he made

A second time the master Zachyas, doctor of the law, said to Joseph and Mary:
“Give me the boy, and I shall hand him over to master Levi, who shall teach him his letters and
instruct him”.
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Then Joseph and Mary, soothing Jesus, took Him to the schools, that He might be taught His letters
by old Levi. And as soon as He went in He held His tongue. And the master Levi said one letter to
Jesus, and, beginning from the first letter Aleph, said to Him: “Answer.” But Jesus was silent, and
answered nothing. Wherefore the preceptor Levi was angry, and seized his storax-tree rod, and
struck Him on the head. And Jesus said to the teacher Levi:
“Why do you strike me? You shall know in truth, that He who is struck can teach him who strikes Him
more than He can be taught by him. For I can teach you those very things that you are saying. But all
these are blind who speak and hear, like sounding brass or tinkling cymbal, in which there is no
perception of those things which are meant by their sound.” And Jesus in addition said to Zachyas:
“Every letter from Aleph even to Thet is known by its arrangement. Say first, therefore, what Thet is,
and I will tell you what Aleph is”. And again Jesus said to them: “Those who do not know Aleph, how
can they say Thet, the hypocrites? Tell me what the first one, Aleph, is; and I shall then believe you
when you have said Beth”. And Jesus began to ask the names of the letters one by one, and said:
“ Let the master of the law tell us what the first letter is, or why it has many triangles, gradate,
subacute, mediate, obduced, produced, erect, prostrate, curvistrate.”

And when Levi heard this, he was thunderstruck at such an arrangement of the names of the letters.
Then he began in the hearing of all to cry out, and say:
“Ought such a one to live on the earth? Yea, he ought to be hung on the great cross. For he can put
out fire, and make sport of other modes of punishment. I think that he lived before the flood, and
was born before the deluge. For what womb bore him? Or what mother brought him forth? Or what
breasts gave him suck? I flee before him; I am not able to withstand the words from his mouth, but my
heart is astounded to hear such words. I do not think that any man can understand what he says,
except God were with him. Now I, unfortunate wretch, have given myself up to be a laughing-stock to
him. For when I thought I had a scholar, I, not knowing him, have found my master. What shall I say?
I cannot withstand the words of this child: I shall now flee from this town, because I cannot
understand them. An old man like me has been beaten by a boy, because I can find neither beginning
nor end of what he says. For it is no easy matter to find a beginning of himself. I tell you of a certainty,
I am not lying, that to my eyes the proceedings of this boy, the commencement of his conversation,
and the upshot of his intention, seem to have nothing in common with mortal man. Here then I do not
know whether he be a wizard or a god; or at least an angel of God speaks in him. Whence he is, or
where he comes from, or who he will turn out to be, I know not.”

Then Jesus, smiling at him with a joyful countenance, said in a commanding voice to all the sons of
Israel standing by and hearing: “Let the unfruitful bring forth fruit, and the blind see, and the lame walk
right, and the poor enjoy the good things of this life, and the dead live, that each may return to his
original state, and abide in Him who is the root of life and of perpetual sweetness”

And when the child Jesus had said this, immediately all who had fallen under malignant diseases
were restored. And they did not dare to say anything more to Him, or to hear anything from Him.

Chapter 32.
Child falls from roof
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Jesus was blamed. Jesus raises him to prove him innocent.

After these things, Joseph and Mary departed thence with Jesus into the city of Nazareth; and He
remained there with His parents. And on the first of the week, when Jesus was playing with the
children on the roof of a certain house, it happened that one of the children pushed another down
from the roof to the ground, and he was killed. And the parents of the dead boy, who had not seen
this, cried out against Joseph and Mary, saying: Your son has thrown our son down to the ground,
and he is dead. But Jesus was silent, and answered them nothing. And Joseph and Mary came in
haste to Jesus; and His mother asked Him, saying: My lord, tell me if you threw him down. And
immediately Jesus went down from the roof to the ground, and called the boy by his name, Zeno. And
he answered Him: My lord. And Jesus said to him: Was it I that threw you down from the roof to the
ground? And he said: No, my lord. And the parents of the boy who had been dead wondered, and
honoured Jesus for the miracle that had been wrought. And Joseph and Mary departed thence with
Jesus to Jericho.

Chapter 33.
Jesus six years of age
Brings water in a cloth when his pitcher broke

Now Jesus was six years old, and His mother sent Him with a pitcher to the fountain to draw water
with the children. And it came to pass, after He had drawn the water, that one of the children came
against Him, and struck the pitcher, and broke it. But Jesus stretched out the cloak which He had on,
and took up in His cloak as much water as there had been in the pitcher, and carried it to His mother.
And when she saw it she wondered, and reflected within herself, and laid up all these things in her
heart.( Luke 2:19)

Chapter 34.
Jesus sows wheat and produce three kors

Again, on a certain day, He went forth into the field, and took a little wheat from His mother's barn,
and sowed it Himself. And it sprang up, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. And at last it came to
pass that He Himself reaped it, and gathered as the produce of it three kors, and gave it to His
numerous acquaintances.

Chapter 35.
Jesus eight years old
Lions and cub pay homage to Jesus in a cave
There is a road going out of Jericho and leading to the river Jordan, to the place where the children of
Israel crossed: and there the Ark of the Covenant is said to have rested. And Jesus was eight years
old, and He went out of Jericho, and went towards the Jordan. And there was beside the road, near
the bank of the Jordan, a cave where a lioness was nursing her cubs; and no one was safe to walk
that way. Jesus then, coming from Jericho, and knowing that in that cave the lioness had brought
forth her young, went into it in the sight of all. And when the lions saw Jesus, they ran to meet Him,
and adored Him. And Jesus was sitting in the cavern, and the lion's cubs ran here and there round
His feet, fawning upon Him, and sporting. And the older lions, with their heads bowed down, stood at
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a distance, and adored Him, and fawned upon Him with their tails. Then the people who were
standing afar off, not seeing Jesus, said: Unless he or his parents had committed grievous sins, he
would not of his own accord have offered himself up to the lions. And when the people were thus
reflecting within themselves, and were lying under great sorrow, behold, on a sudden, in the sight of
the people, Jesus came out of the cave, and the lions went before Him, and the lion's cubs played
with each other before His feet. And the parents of Jesus stood afar off, with their heads bowed down,
and watched; likewise also the people stood at a distance, on account of the lions; for they did not
dare to come close to them. Then Jesus began to say to the people: How much better are the beasts
than you, seeing that they recognize their Lord, and glorify Him; while you men, who have been made
after the image and likeness of God, do not know Him! Beasts know me, and are tame; men see me,
and do not acknowledge me.

Chapter 36.
Jesus crosses Jordan with the lions

After these things Jesus crossed the Jordan, in the sight of them all, with the lions; and the water of
the Jordan was divided on the right hand and on the left. Then He said to the lions, in the hearing of
all: Go in peace, and hurt no one; but neither let man injure you, until you return to the place whence
you have come forth. And they, bidding Him farewell, not only with their gestures but with their voices,
went to their own place. But Jesus returned to His mother.

Chapter 37.
Jesus pulls the plank of wood long to measure

Now Joseph was a carpenter, and used to make nothing else of wood but ox-yokes, and plough, and
implements of husbandry, and wooden beds. And it came to pass that a certain young man ordered
him to make for him a couch six cubits long. And Joseph commanded his servant to cut the wood with
an iron saw, according to the measure which he had sent. But he did not keep to the prescribed
measure, but made one piece of wood shorter than the other. And Joseph was in perplexity, and
began to consider what he was to do about this. And when Jesus saw him in this state of cogitation,
seeing that it was a matter of impossibility to him, He addresses him with words of comfort, saying:
Come, let us take hold of the ends of the pieces of wood, and let us put them together, end to end,
and let us fit them exactly to each other, and draw to us, for we shall be able to make them equal.
Then Joseph did what he was bid, for he knew that He could do whatever He wished. And Joseph
took hold of the ends of the pieces of wood, and brought them together against the wall next himself,
and Jesus took hold of the other ends of the pieces of wood, and drew the shorter piece to Him, and
made it of the same length as the longer one. And He said to Joseph: Go and work, and do what you
have promised to do. And Joseph did what he had promised.

Chapter 38.
Teacher put to death for punishing Jesus
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And it came to pass a second time, that Joseph and Mary were asked by the people that Jesus
should be taught His letters in school. They did not refuse to do so; and according to the
commandment of the elders, they took Him to a master to be instructed in human learning. Then the
master began to teach Him in an imperious tone, saying: Say Alpha. And Jesus said to him: Tell me
first what Betha is, and I will tell you what Alpha is. And upon this the master got angry and struck
Jesus; and no sooner had he struck Him, than he fell down dead.

And Jesus went home again to His mother. And Joseph, being afraid, called Mary to him, and said to
her: Know of a surety that my soul is sorrowful even unto death on account of this child. For it is very
likely that at some time or other some one will strike him in malice, and he will die. But Mary
answered and said: O man of God! Do not believe that this is possible. You may believe to a certainty
that He who has sent him to be born among men will Himself guard him from all mischief, and will in
His own name preserve him from evil.

Chapter 39.
Jesus takes over a class to teach law
Again the Jews asked Mary and Joseph a third time to coax Him to go to another master to learn. And
Joseph and Mary, fearing the people, and the overbearing of the princes, and the threats of the
priests, led Him again to school, knowing that He could learn nothing from man, because He had
perfect knowledge from God only. And when Jesus had entered the school, led by the Holy Spirit,
He took the book out of the hand of the master who was teaching the law, and in the sight and
hearing of all the people began to read, not indeed what was written in their book; but He spoke in the
Spirit of the living God, as if a stream of water were gushing forth from a living fountain, and the
fountain remained always full. And with such power He taught the people the great things of the living
God, that the master himself fell to the ground and adored Him. And the heart of the people who sat
and heard Him saying such things was turned into astonishment. And when Joseph heard of this, he
came running to Jesus, fearing that the master himself was dead. And when the master saw him, he
said to him: You have given me not a scholar, but a master; and who can withstand his words? Then
was fulfilled that which was spoken by the Psalmist: The river of God is full of water: You have
prepared them grain, for so is the provision for it.

Chapter 40.
Capernaum: Jesus raises a man who was dead by sending Joseph with a handkerchief

After these things Joseph departed thence with Mary and Jesus to go into Capernaum by the sea-
shore, on account of the malice of his adversaries. And when Jesus was living in Capernaum, there
was in the city a man named Joseph, exceedingly rich. But he had wasted away under his infirmity,
and died, and was lying dead in his couch. And when Jesus heard them in the city mourning, and
weeping, and lamenting over the dead man, He said to Joseph: Why do you not afford the benefit of
your favor to this man, seeing that he is called by your name? And Joseph answered him: How have I
any power or ability to afford him a benefit? And Jesus said to him: Take the handkerchief which is
upon your head, and go and put it on the face of the dead man, and say to him: Christ heal you; and
immediately the dead man will be healed, and will rise from his couch. And when Joseph heard this,
he went away at the command of Jesus, and ran, and entered the house of the dead man, and put
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the handkerchief which he was wearing on his head upon the face of him who was lying in the couch,
and said: Jesus heal you. And immediately the dead man rose from his bed, and asked who Jesus
was.

Chapter 41.
A serpent bites James and Jesus heals him

And they went away from Capernaum into the city which is called Bethlehem; and Joseph lived with
Mary in his own house, and Jesus with them. And on a certain day Joseph called to him his first-born
son James, and sent him into the vegetable garden to gather vegetables for the purpose of making
broth. And Jesus followed His brother James into the garden; but Joseph and Mary did not know this.
And while James was collecting the vegetables, a viper suddenly came out of a hole and struck his
hand, Acts xxviii and he began to cry out from excessive pain. And, becoming exhausted, he said,
with a bitter cry: Alas! Alas! An accursed viper has struck my hand. And Jesus, who was standing
opposite to him, at the bitter cry ran up to James, and took hold of his hand; and all that He did was to
blow on the hand of James, and cool it: and immediately James was healed, and the serpent died.
And Joseph and Mary did not know what had been done; but at the cry of James, and the command
of Jesus, they ran to the garden, and found the serpent already dead, and James quite cured.

Chapter 42.
The wider family of Jesus at dinner

And Joseph having come to a feast with his sons,
James, Joseph, and Judah, and Simeon and his two daughters,
Jesus met them,
with Mary His mother,
along with her sister Mary of Cleophas, whom the Lord God had given to her father Cleophas
and her mother Anna, because they had offered Mary the mother of Jesus to the Lord. And she was
called by the same name, Mary, for the consolation of her parents. And when they had come together,
Jesus sanctified and blessed them, and He was the first to begin to eat and drink; for none of them
dared to eat or drink, or to sit at table, or to break bread, until He had sanctified them, and first done
so. And if He happened to be absent, they used to wait until He should do this. And when He did not
wish to come for refreshment, neither Joseph nor Mary, nor the sons of Joseph, His brothers, came.
And, indeed, these brothers, keeping His life as a lamp before their eyes, observed Him, and feared
Him. And when Jesus slept, whether by day or by night, the brightness of God shone upon Him. To
whom be all praise and glory for ever and ever. Amen, amen.

Source. Translated by Alexander Walker. From Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 8. Edited by Alexander
Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co.,
1886.) Revised and edited for New Advent by Kevin Knight.
<http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0848.h
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CHAPTER FOUR
SYRIAC/ARABIC INFANCY GOSPEL

http://www.orthodox.cn/patristics/apostolicfathers/infancy1.htm
https://sacred-texts.com/bib/lbob/lbob07.htm

The Syriac Infancy Gospel, also known as the Arabic Infancy Gospel, is a New Testament
apocryphal writing concerning the infancy of Jesus. It may have been compiled as early as the sixth
century, and was partly based on the Infancy Gospel of Thomas, and Protevangelium of James.
There are only two surviving manuscripts dating from 1299 AD and the 15th/16th century in Arabic.
They were copied in the area of northern Iraq and show influence from the Koran. The preface to the
William Hone translation states that "It was received by the Gnostics, a sect of Christians in the
second century”. It is this goup that later became the Hinduism which we have today under the
Synod of Quilon which started the Kollam Year of Kerala. Mar Sabor and Mar Proth (real name Sabor
or Sapir Proth or Prodh or Mar Abo) ( c. 825) were two Assyrian Monks who came to Malabar ruled
Malabar Church who proposed a separation of Christians from the Gnostic Christians. Latter is today
called Hinduism. Apparently “The Arabic Gospel of Infancy” was quite popular among the Syrian
Nestorians
This Gospel had been received by the Gnostics, a sect of Christians in the second century. Ocobius
de Castro mentions a Gospel of Thomas (there are several books with that title) which he says he

http://www.orthodox.cn/patristics/apostolicfathers/infancy1.htm
https://sacred-texts.com/bib/lbob/lbob07.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syriac_Infancy_Gospel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syriac_Infancy_Gospel
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saw and had translated to him by an Armenian Archbishop at Amsterdam, that was read in very many
churches of Asia and Africa, as the only rule of their faith. Fabricius takes it to be this Gospel.
However, it may be the Second Gospel of the Infancy, which is directly attributed to Thomas.
It starts as follows:
”””1. The following accounts we found in the book of Joseph the high-priest, called by some Caiaphas:
(That Caiaphas was high-priest at the time of Christ's public ministry is confirmed by Matthew 26:3,
Luke 3:2, John 11:49, 18:14, and Acts 4:6.)
“Ahmed Ibu Idris, a Mohammedan divine, says it was used by some Christians in common with the
other four Gospels, and it has been supposed that Mohammed and his coadjutors used its fanciful
accounts of Christ's childhood in compiling the Koran. The only "Christian" sources known to
Mohammed were the Nestorians, who denied the real union between the divine and the human
natures in Christ, thus virtually holding to two natures and two persons. Their founder, Nestorius, was
removed in A.D. 431 from the Patriarchate of Constantinople as a heretic. He particularly disliked the
expression "Mary, mother of God." The Church council at Chalcedon asserted the truth of the phrase
with the significant addition "as to his humanity." ( Council of Chalcedon (451), declared that Jesus
was "true God and true man... born for us and for our salvation of Mary, Virgin and Mother of God, in
his humanity" (DS,n. 301).which in effect corroborated Nestorius’ stand not the other way round). The
Church believes Christ had two natures in one person, and has decided over the ages that its belief in
the Trinity and the two natures in Christ could never be explained, but only defined in such a way as
to exclude heresies.
“La Crosse cites a synod at Angamala, in the mountains of Malabar, A.D. 1599, (the referrence is to
the Synod at Diampur in Cochin called in by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Goa to impose the Roman
rule over the Thomas Christians in Malabar. There was indeed a large library of Syriac books in
Angamaly in the mountains of Malabar which were burned down by the Roman Church attributing
heresy to the collection. It destroyed all the collection including the history of Thomas Churches.
Yes the early Malabar Thomas Christians were Nestorians- MMN) which condemned this Gospel as
still commonly read by the Nestorians in that country. This Gospel was first translated into English and
published in 1697 by Henry Sike, Professor of Oriental Languages at Cambridge. (Should we burn
these translaters who insists on translating heretic books? - MMN)
It consists of three parts:
1: The birth of Jesus – based on the Protevangelium of James
2: Miracles during the Flight into Egypt – seemingly based on nothing more than local traditions
3: The miracles of Jesus as a boy – based on the Infancy Gospel of Thomas
It contains a number of embellishments on the earlier text, however, including a diaper (of Jesus) that
heals people, sweat (of Jesus) that turns into balm, curing leprosy, and dyeing cloth varied colours
using only indigo dye.
This writing was received by the Gnostics, (a sect of Christians in the second century,) and several of
the early fathers
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viz., Eusebius, Athanasius, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, &c. accepted them too
The talking just born Jesus
This one is particularly of interest since it indicate Jesus was fully God even as a baby just born.
Many of the other miracles that are told in this book are done by Mary with baby clothes or by people
made to touch the baby, water that washed Jesus etc.
The talking baby Jesus miracle was recorded also in the Sira (the life of Mohammed) as one of the
topics discussed by three Christians with Muhammad just before he revealed the relevant verses.
1. “We find what follows in the book of Joseph the high priest, who lived in the time of Christ. Some
say that he is Caiaphas. He has said that Jesus spoke, and, indeed, when He was lying in His
cradle He said to Mary His mother:

“Mary, I am Jesus, the Son of God, the Logos, whom thou hast brought forth, as the Angel Gabriel
announced to thee; and my Father has sent me for the salvation of the world.”
Some of the early Christian fathers like Eusebius, Athanasius, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, etc.
Considered it as true.

Quran says:>>>
And mention in the Book, Mary, when she withdrew from her people to an eastern place, and she
took a veil apart from them; then We sent unto her Our Spirit that presented himself to her a man
without fault.
She said,
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‘I take refuge in the All-merciful from thee! If thou fearest God. . .’
He said,
‘I am but a messenger come from thy Lord, to give thee a boy most pure.’
She said,
‘How shall I have a son whom no mortal has touched, neither have I been unchaste?’
He said,
‘Even so thy Lord has said: “Easy is that for Me; and that We may appoint him a sign unto men and
a mercy from Us; it is a thing decreed.”’
So she conceived him, and withdrew with him to a distant place. And the birthpangs surprised her by
the trunk of the palm-tree.
She said,
‘Would I had died ere this, and become a thing forgotten!’
But the one that was below her called to her,
'Nay, do not sorrow; see, thy Lord has set below thee a rivulet Shake also to thee the palm-trunk,
and there shall come tumbling upon thee dates fresh and ripe. Eat therefore, and drink, and be
comforted; and if thou shouldst see any mortal, say, "I have vowed to the All-merciful a fast, and today
I will not speak to any man.
Then she brought the child to her folk carrying him; and they said,
‘Mary, thou hast surely committed a monstrous thing! Sister of Aaron, thy father was not a wicked
man, nor was thy mother a woman unchaste.’
Mary pointed to the child then; but they said,
‘How shall we speak to one who is still in the cradle, a little child?’
He said,
'Lo, I am God’s servant;
God has given me the Book, and made me a Prophet.
Blessed He has made me, wherever I may be;
and He has enjoined me to pray, and to give the alms, so long as I live,
and likewise to cherish my mother;
He has not made me arrogant, un-prosperous.
Peace be upon me, the day I was born, and the day I die,
and the day I am raised up alive!’
That is Jesus, son of Mary, in word of truth, concerning which they are doubting.
(The Koran Interpreted, an English translation by A.J. Arberry
https://forums.catholic.com/t/the-christmas-story-in-the-apocrypha-and-the-koran/179828)
Koran: Surah Maryam 19:29-31
The variation in what the baby said is changed to depict him as a servant of Allah and as a prophet -
prophet from the day he was born.
In the interpretation of Mohammed, Jesus was given the book (meaning that he has the knowledge of
law and of the past and future) even before he was born and was a perfect human being with
prophetic ability and teacher of men

https://forums.catholic.com/t/the-christmas-story-in-the-apocrypha-and-the-koran/179828
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8_6Wd4PDqAhXEZs0KHfI9DMEQFjAAegQIARAB&url=https://quran.com/19/29-31&usg=AOvVaw26an9yOOtag3iq2su80jt3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8_6Wd4PDqAhXEZs0KHfI9DMEQFjAAegQIARAB&url=https://quran.com/19/29-31&usg=AOvVaw26an9yOOtag3iq2su80jt3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8_6Wd4PDqAhXEZs0KHfI9DMEQFjAAegQIARAB&url=https://quran.com/19/29-31&usg=AOvVaw26an9yOOtag3iq2su80jt3
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CHAP. I.
1 Caiaphas relates, that Jesus when in his cradle, informed his mother, that he was the Son. of
God.
5 Joseph and Mary going to Bethlehem to be taxed, Mary's time of bringing forth arrives, and
she goes into a cave.
8 Joseph fetches in a Hebrew woman, the cave filled with great lights.
11 The infant born,
17 cures the woman,
19 arrival of the shepherds.
THE following accounts we found in the book of Joseph the high-priest, called by some Caiaphas
2 He relates, that Jesus spake even when he was in the cradle, and said to his mother:
3 “Mary, I am Jesus the Son of God,
that word which thou didst bring forth
according to the declaration of the angel Gabriel to thee,
and
my father hath sent me for the salvation of the world.
4In the three hundred and ninth year of the æra of Alexander, Augustus published a decree that all
persons should go to be taxed in their own country.5 Joseph therefore arose, and with Mary his
spouse he went to Jerusalem, and then came to Bethlehem, that he and his family might be taxed in
the city of his fathers.6 And when they came by the cave, Mary confessed to Joseph that her time of
bringing forth was come, and she could not go on to the city, and said, Let us go into this cave.
7 At that time the sun was very near going down.8 But Joseph hastened away, that he might fetch her
a midwife; and when he saw an old Hebrew woman who was of Jerusalem, he said to her, Pray come
hither, good woman, and go into that cave, and you will there see a woman just ready to bring forth.9
It was after sunset, when the old woman and Joseph with her reached the cave, and they both went
into it.10 And behold, it was all filled with lights, greater than the light of lamps and candles, and
greater than the light of the sun itself.
11 The infant was then wrapped up in swaddling clothes, and sucking the breasts of his mother St.
Mary.12 When they both saw this light, they were surprised; the old woman asked St. Mary, Art thou
the mother of this child?13 St. Mary replied, She was.14 On which the old woman said, Thou art very
different from all other women.15 St. Mary answered, As there is not any child like to my son, so
neither is there any woman like to his mother.16 The old woman answered, and said, O my Lady, I
am come hither that I may obtain an everlasting reward.
17 Then our Lady, St. Mary, said to her, Lay thine hands upon the infant; which, when she had done,
she became whole.18 And as she was going forth, she said, From henceforth, all the days of my life, I
will attend upon and be a servant of this infant.
19 After this, when the shepherds came, and had made a fire, and they were exceedingly rejoicing,
the heavenly host appeared to them, praising and adoring the supreme God.20 And as the shepherds
were engaged in the same employment, the cave at that time seemed like a glorious temple, because
both the tongues of angels and men united to adore and magnify God, on account of the birth of the
Lord Christ. 21 But when the old Hebrew woman saw all these evident miracles, she gave praises to
God, and said, I thank thee, O God, thou God of Israel, for that mine eyes have seen the birth of the
Saviour of the world.
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CHAP II.
1 The child circumcised in the cave,
2 and the old woman preserving his foreskin or navel-string in a box of spikenard, The other
Mary afterwards anoints Christ with it.
5 Christ brought to the temple,
6 shines,
7 angels stand around him adoring.
8 Simeon praises Christ.
1 AND when the time of his circumcision was come, namely, the eighth day, on which the law
commanded the child to be circumcised, they circumcised him in the cave.
2 And the old Hebrew woman took the foreskin (others say she took the navel-string), and preserved
it in an alabaster-box of old oil of spikenard. 3 And she had a son who was a druggist, to whom she
said, Take heed thou sell not this alabaster box of spikenard-ointment, although thou shouldst be
offered three hundred pence for it. 4 Now this is that alabaster-box which Mary the sinner procured,
and poured forth the ointment out of it upon the head and the feet of our Lord Jesus Christ, and wiped
it off with the hairs of her head.
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5 Then after ten days they brought him to Jerusalem, and on the fortieth day from his birth they
presented him in the temple before the Lord, making the proper offerings for him, according to the
requirement of the law of Moses: namely, that every male which opens the womb shall be called holy
unto God. 6 At that time old Simeon saw him shining as a pillar of light, when St. Mary the Virgin, his
mother, carried him in her arms, and was filled with the greatest pleasure at the sight. And the angels
stood around him, adoring him, as a king's guards stand around him.8 Then Simeon going near to St.
Mary, and stretching forth his hands towards her, said to the Lord Christ, Now, O my Lord, thy servant
shall depart in peace, according to thy word; 9 For mine eyes have seen thy mercy, which thou hast
prepared for the salvation of all nations; a light to all people, and the glory of thy people Israel. 10
Hannah the prophetess was also present, and drawing near, she gave praises to God, and celebrated
the happiness of Mary.

THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE.
FROM AGREEK PAINTING IN DISTEMPER ON WOOD

CHAP. III.
1 The wise men visit Christ. Mary gives them one of his swaddling clothes.
3 An angel appears to them in the form of a star. They return and make a fire, and worship the
swaddling cloth, and put it in the fire, where it remains unconsumed.
AND it came to pass, when the Lord Jesus was born at Bethlehem, a city of Judæa, in the time of
Herod the King; the wise men came from the East to Jerusalem, according to the prophecy of
Zoradascht, brought with them offerings: namely, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and wors hipped
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him, and offered to him their gifts.2 Then the Lady Mary took one of his swaddling clothes in which
the infant was wrapped, and gave it to them instead of a blessing, which they received from her as a
most noble present.3 And at the same time there appeared to them an angel in the form of that star
which had before been their guide in their journey; the light of which they followed till they returned
into their own country.
4 On their return their kings and princes came to them inquiring, What they had seen and done?
What sort of journey and return they had? What company they had on the road?5 But they produced
the swaddling cloth which St. Mary had given to them, on account whereof they kept a feast.6 And
having, according to the custom of their country, made a fire, they wors hipped it.7 And casting the
swaddling cloth into it, the fire took it, and kept it. 8 And when the fire was put out, they took forth the
swaddling cloth unhurt, as much as if the fire had not touched it.9 Then they began to kiss it, and put
it upon their heads and their eyes, saying, This is certainly an undoubted truth, and it is really
surprising that the fire could not burn it, and consume it.10 Then they took it, and with the greatest
respect laid it up among their treasures.

THE ADORATION OF THE MAGI.
FROM A BAS-RELIEF OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY

OVER THE DOOR OF THE CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW, PISTOJA

CHAP. IV.
1 Herod intends to put Christ to death. An angel warns Joseph to take the child and its mother
into Egypt.
6 Consternation on their arrival.
13A son of the chief priest puts one on his head, and being possessed of devils, they leave
him.
NOW Herod, perceiving that the wise men did delay, and not return to him, called together the priests
and wise men and said, Tell me in what place the Christ should be born?2 And when they replied, in
Bethlehem, a city of Judaea, he began to contrive in his own mind the death of the Lord Jesus
Christ.3 But an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in his sleep, and said, Arise, take the child and
his mother, and go into Egypt as soon as the cock crows. So he arose, and went.4 And as he was
considering with himself about his journey, the morning came upon him.5 In the length of the journey
the girts of the saddle broke.
6 And now he drew near to a great city, in which there was an idol, to which the other idols and gods
of Egypt brought their offerings and vows.7 And there was by this idol a priest ministering to it, who,
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as often as Satan spoke out of that idol, related the things he said to the inhabitants of Egypt, and
those countries. 8 This priest had a son three years old, who was possessed with a great multitude of
devils, who uttered many strange things, and when the devils seized him, walked about naked with
his clothes torn, throwing stones at those whom he saw. 9 Near to that idol was the inn of the city, into
which when Joseph and St. Mary were come, and had turned into that inn, all the inhabitants of the
city were astonished. 10 And all the magistrates and priests of the idols assembled before that idol,
and made inquiry there, saying, What means all this consternation, and dread, which has fallen upon
all our country?11 The idol answered them, The unknown God is come hither, who is truly God; nor is
there any one besides him, who is worthy of divine worship; for he is truly the Son of God.12 At the
fame of him this country trembled, and at his coming it is under the present commotion and
consternation; and we ourselves are affrighted by the greatness of his power.
13 And at the same instant this idol fell down, and at his fall all the inhabitants of Egypt, besides
others, ran together.14 But the son of the priest, when his usual disorder came upon him, going into
the inn, found there Joseph and St. Mary, whom all the rest had left behind and forsook.
15 And when the Lady St. Mary had washed the swaddling clothes of the Lord Christ, and hanged
them out to dry upon a post, the boy possessed with the devil took down one of them, and put it upon
his head.16 And presently the devils began to come out of his mouth, and fly away in the shape of
crows and serpents.

17 From that time the boy was healed by the power of the Lord Christ, and he began to sing praises,
and give thanks to the Lord who had healed him.18 When his father saw him restored to his former
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state of health, he said, My son, what has happened to thee, and by what means wert thou cured?19
The son answered, When the devils seized me, I went into the inn, and there found a very handsome
woman with a boy, whose swaddling clothes she had just before washed, and hanged out upon a
post.20 One of these I took, and put it upon my head, and immediately the devils left me, and fled
away.21 At this the father exceedingly rejoiced, and said, My son, perhaps this boy is the son of the
living God, who made the heavens and the earth.22 For as soon as he came amongst us, the idol
was broken, and all the gods fell down, and were destroyed by a greater power.23 Then was fulfilled
the prophecy which saith, Out of Egypt I have called my son.

CHAP. V.
1 Joseph and Mary leave Egypt.
3 Go to the haunts of robbers,
4 Who, hearing a mighty noise as of a great army, flee away.
NOW Joseph and Mary, when they heard that the idol was fallen down and destroyed, were seized
with fear and trembling, and said, When we were in the land of Israel, Herod, intending to kill Jesus,
slew for that purpose all the infants at Bethlehem, and that neighbourhood.2 And there is no doubt but
the Egyptians if they come to hear that this idol is broken and fallen down, will burn us with fire.

3 They went therefore hence to the secret places of robbers, who robbed travellers as they pass by,
of their carriages and their clothes, and carried them away bound.
4 These thieves upon their coming heard a great noise, such as the noise of a king with a great army



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

102

and many horses, and the trumpets sounding at his Overture from his own city, at which they were so
affrighted as to leave all their booty behind them, and fly away in haste.5 Upon this the prisoners
arose, and loosed each other's bonds, and taking each man his bags, they went away, and saw
Joseph and Mary coming to wards them, and inquired, Where is that king, the noise of whose
approach the robbers heard, and left us, so that we are now come off safe?6 Joseph answered, He
will come after us.

CHAP. VI.
1 Mary looks on a woman in whom Satan had taken up his abode, and she becomes
dispossessed.
5 Christ kissed by a bride made dumb by sorcerers, cures her,
11 miraculously cures a gentlewoman in whom Satan had taken up his abode.
16 A leprous girl cured by the water in which he was washed, and becomes the servant of
Mary and Joseph.
20 The leprous son of a prince's wife cured in like manner.
37 His mother offers large gifts to Mary, and dismisses her.
THEN they went into another where there was a woman possessed with a devil, and in whom Satan,
that cursed rebel, had taken up his abode.2 One night, when she went to fetch water, she could
neither endure her clothes on, nor to be in any house; but as often as they tied her with chains or
cords, she brake them, and went out into desert places, and sometimes standing where roads
crossed, and in churchyards, would throw stones at men.3 When St. Mary saw this w man, she pitied
her; whereupon Satan presently left her, and fled away in the form of a young man, saying, Wo to me,
because of thee, Mary, and thy son.4 So the woman was delivered from her torment; but considering
herself naked, she blushed, and avoided seeing any man, and having put on her clothes, went home,
and gave an account of her case to her father and relations, who, as they were the best of the city,
entertained St. Mary and Joseph with the greatest respect.
5 The next morning having received a sufficient supply of provisions for the road, they went from them,
and about the evening of the day arrived at another town, where a marriage was then about to be
solemnized; but by the arts of Satan and the practices of some sorcerers, the bride was become so
dumb, that she could not so much as open her mouth.6 But when this dumb bride saw the Lady St.
Mary entering into the town, and carrying the Lord Christ in her arms, she stretched out her hands to
the Lord Christ, and took him in her arms, and closely hugging him, very often kissed him, continually
moving him and pressing him to her body.7 Straightway the string of her tongue was loosed, and her
ears were opened, and she began to sing praises unto God, who had restored her.8 So there was
great joy among the inhabitants of the town that night, who thought that God and his angels were
come down among them.9 In this place they abode three days, meeting with the greatest respect
and most splendid entertainment.10 And being then furnished by the people with provisions for the
road, they departed and went to another city, in which they were inclined to lodge, because it was a
famous place.
11 There was in this city a gentlewoman, who, as she went down one day to the river to bathe, behold
cursed Satan leaped upon her in the form of a serpent,12 And folded himself about her belly, and
every night lay upon her.13 This woman seeing the Lady St. Mary, and the Lord Christ the infant in
her bosom, asked the Lady St. Mary, that she would give her the child to kiss, and carry in her
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arms.14 When she had consented, and as soon as the woman had moved the child, Satan left her,
and fled away, nor did the woman ever afterwards see him.15 Hereupon all the neighbours praised
the Supreme God, and the woman rewarded them with ample beneficence.
16 On the morrow the same woman brought perfumed water to wash the Lord Jesus; and when she
had washed him, she preserved the water.17 And there was a girl there, whose body was white with a
leprosy, who being sprinkled with this water, and washed, was instantly cleansed from her leprosy.18
The people therefore said Without doubt Joseph and Mary, and that boy are Gods, for they do not
look like mortals.19 And when they were making ready to go away, the girl, who had been troubled
with the leprosy, came and desired they would permit her to go along with them; so they consented,
and the girl went with them till. they came to a city, in which was the palace of a great king, and
whose house was not far from the inn.
20 Here they stayed, and when the girl went one day to the prince's wife, and found her in a sorrowful
and mournful condition, she asked her the reason of her tears.21 She replied, Wonder not at my
groans, for I am under a great misfortune, of which I dare not tell any one.22 But, says the girl, if you
will entrust me with your private grievance, perhaps I may find you a remedy for it.23 Thou, therefore,
says the prince's wife, shalt keep the secret, and not discover it to any one alive!24 I have been
married to this prince, who rules as king over large dominions, and lived long with him, before he had
any child by me.25 At length I conceived by him, but alas! I brought forth a leprous son; which, when
he saw, he would not own to be his, but said to me,26 Either do thou kill him, or send him to some
nurse in such a place, that he may be never heard of; and now take care of yourself; I will never see
you more.27 So here I pine, lamenting my wretched and miserable circumstances. Alas, my son! alas,
my husband! Have I disclosed it to you?28 The girl replied, I have found a remedy for your disease,
which I promise you, for I also was leprous, but God hath cleansed me, even he who is called Jesus,
the son of the Lady Mary.29 The woman inquiring where that God was, whom she spake of, the girl
answered He lodges with you here in the same house.30 But how can this be? says she; where is he?
Behold, replied the girl, Joseph and Mary; and the infant who is with them is called Jesus: and it is he
who delivered me from my disease and torment.
31 But by what means, says she, were you cleansed from your leprosy? Will you not tell me that? 32
Why not? says the girl; I took the water with which his body had been washed, and poured it upon me,
and my leprosy vanished.33 The prince's wife then arose and entertained them, providing a great
feast for Joseph among a large company of men.34 And the next day took perfumed water to wash
the Lord Jesus, and afterwards poured the same water upon her son, whom she had brought with her,
and her son was instantly cleansed from his leprosy.35 Then she sang thanks and praises unto God,
and said, Blessed is the mother that bare thee, O Jesus!36 Dost thou thus cure men of the same
nature with thyself, with the water with which thy body is washed?
37 She then offered very large gifts to the Lady Mary, and sent her away with all imaginable respect.

CHAP. VII.
1 A man who could not enjoy his wife, freed from his disorder.
5 A young man who had been bewitched, and turned into a mule, miraculously cured by Christ
being put on his back.
28 and is married to the girl who had been cured of leprosy.
THEY came afterwards to another city, and had a mind to lodge there.2 Accordingly they went to a
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man's house, who was newly married, but by the influence of sorcerers could not enjoy his wife:3 But
they lodging at his house that night, the man was freed of his disorder:4 And when they were pre
paring early in the morning to go forward on their journey, the new married person hindered them,
and provided a noble entertainment for them?
5 But going forward on the morrow, they came to another city, and saw three women going from a
certain grave with great weeping.6 When St. Mary saw them, she spake to the girl who was their
companion, saying, Go and inquire of them, what is the matter with them, and what misfortune has
befallen them?7 When the girl asked them, they made her no answer, but asked her again, Who are
ye, and where are ye going? For the day is far spent, and the night is at hand.8 We are travellers,
saith the girl, and are seeking for an inn to lodge at.9 They replied, Go along with us, and lodge with
us.10 They then followed them, and were introduced into a new house, well furnished with all sorts of
furniture.11 It was now winter-time, and the girl went into the parlour where these women were, and
found them weeping and lamenting, as before.12 By them stood a mule, covered over with silk, and
an ebony collar hanging down from his neck, whom they kissed, and were feeding.13 But when the
girl said, How handsome, ladies, that mule is! they replied with tears, and said, This mule, which you
see, was our brother, born of this same mother as we:14 For when our father died, and left us a very
large estate, and we had only this brother, and we endeavored to procure him a suitable match, and
thought he should be married as other men, some giddy and jealous woman bewitched him without
our knowledge.15 And we, one night, a little before day, while the doors of the house were all fast
shut, saw this our brother was changed into a mule, such as you now see him to be:16 And we, in the
melancholy condition in which you see us, having no father to comfort us, have applied to all the wise
men, magicians, and diviners in the world, but they have been of no service to us.17 As often
therefore as we find ourselves oppressed with grief, we rise and go with this our mother to our father's
tomb, where, when we have cried sufficiently we return home.18 When the girl had heard this, she
said, Take courage, and cease your fears, for you have a remedy for your afflictions near at hand,
even among you and in the midst of your house,19 For I was also leprous; but when I saw this
woman, and this little infant with her, whose name is Jesus, I sprinkled my body with the water with
which his mother had washed him, and I was presently made well.20 And I am certain that he is also
capable of relieving you under your distress. Wherefore, arise, go to my mistress, Mary, and when
you have brought her into your own parlour, disclose to her the secret, at the same time, earnestly
beseeching her to compassionate your case.21 As soon as the women had heard the girl's discourse,
they hastened away to the Lady St. Mary, introduced themselves to her, and sitting down before her,
they wept.22 And said, O our Lady St. Mary, pity your handmaids, for we have no head of our family,
no one older than us; no father, or brother to go in and out before us.23 But this mule, which you see,
was our brother, which some woman by witchcraft have brought into this condition which you see: we
therefore entreat you to compassionate us.24 Hereupon St. Mary was grieved at their case, and
taking the Lord Jesus, put him upon the back of the mule.25 And said to her son, O Jesus Christ,
restore (or heal) according to thy extraordinary power this mule, and grant him to have again the
shape of a man and a rational creature, as he had formerly.26 This was scarce said by the Lady St.
Mary, but the mule immediately passed into a human form, and became a young man without any
deformity.27 Then he and his mother and the sisters wors hipped the Lady St. Mary, and lifting the
child upon their heads, they kissed him, and said, Blessed is thy mother, O Jesus, O Saviour of the
world! Blessed are the eyes which are so happy as to see thee.
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28 Then both the sisters told their mother, saying, Of a truth our brother is restored to his former
shape by the help of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the kindness of that girl, who told us of Mary and her
son.29 And inasmuch as our brother is unmarried, it is fit that we marry him to this girl their servant.30
When they had consulted Mary in this matter, and she had given her consent, they made a splendid
wedding for this girl.31 And so their sorrow being turned into gladness, and their mourning into mirth,
they began to rejoice. and to make merry, and sing, being dressed in their richest attire, with
bracelets.32 Afterwards they glorified and praised God, saying, O Jesus son of David who changest
sorrow into gladness, and mourning into mirth!
33 After this Joseph and Mary tarried there ten days, then went away, having received great respect
from those people;34 Who, when they took their leave of them, and returned home, crying,35 But
especially the girl.

CHAP. VIII.
1 Joseph and Mary pass through a country infested by robbers,
3 Titus, a humane thief, offers Dumachus, his comrade, forty groats to let Joseph and Mary
pass unmolested.
6 Jesus prophesies that the thieves, Dumachus and Titus, shall be crucified with him, and that
Titus shall go before him into Paradise.
10 Christ causes a well to spring from a sycamore tree, and Mary washes his coat in it.
11 A balsam grows there from his sweat: They go to Memphis, where Christ works more
miracles. Return to Judæa.
15 being warned, depart for Nazareth.
IN their journey from hence they came into a desert country, and were told it was infested with
robbers; so Joseph and St. Mary prepared to pass through it in the night.2 And as they were going
along, behold they saw two robbers asleep in the road, and with them a great number of robbers, who
were their confederates, also asleep.
The names of these two were Titus and Dumachus; and Titus said to Dumachus, I beseech thee let
those persons go along quietly, that our company may not perceive anything of them:4 But
Dumachus refusing, Titus again said, I will give thee forty groats, and as a pledge take my girdle,
which he gave him he had done speaking, that he might not open his mouth, or make a noise.5 When
the Lady St. Mary saw the kindness which this robber did shew them, she said to him, The Lord God
will receive thee to his right hand, and grant thee pardon of thy sins.
6 Then the Lord Jesus answered, and said to his mother, When thirty years are expired, O mother,
the Jews will crucify me at Jerusalem;7 And these two thieves shall be with me at the same time upon
the cross, Titus on my right hand, and Dumachus on my left, and from that time Titus shall go before
me into paradise:
8 And when she had said, God forbid this should be thy lot, O my son, they went on to a city in which
were several idols; which, as soon as they came near to it, was turned into hills of sand.9Hence they
went to that sycamore tree, which is now called Matarea;
10 And in Matarea the Lord Jesus caused a well to spring forth, in which St. Mary washed his coat;
11 And a balsam is produced, or grows, in that country from the sweat which ran down there from the
Lord Jesus.12 Thence they proceeded to Memphis, and saw Pharaoh, and abode three years in
Egypt.
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13 And the Lord Jesus did very many miracles in Egypt, which are neither to be found in the Gospel
of the Infancy nor in the Gospel of Perfection.
14 At the end of three years he returned out of Egypt, and when he came near to Judas, Joseph was
afraid to enter;15 For hearing that Herod was dead, and that Archelaus his son reigned in his stead,
he was afraid;16 And when he went to Judæa, an angel of God appeared to him, and said, O Joseph,
go into the city Nazareth, and abide there.17 It is strange indeed that he, who is the Lord of all
countries, should be thus carried backward and forward through so many countries.

CHAP. IX.
2 Two sick children cured by water wherein Christ was washed.
WHEN they came afterwards into the city Bethlehem, they found there several very desperate
distempers, which became so troublesome to children by seeing them, that most of them died.2
There was there a woman who had a sick son, whom she brought, when he was at the point of death,
to the Lady St. Mary, who saw her when she was washing Jesus Christ.3 Then said the woman, O my
Lady Mary, look down upon this my son, who is afflicted with most dreadful pains.4. St. Mary hearing
her, said, Take a little of that water with which I have washed my son, and sprinkle it upon him.5 Then
she took a little of that water, as St. Mary had commanded, and sprinkled it upon her son, who being
wearied with his violent pains, had fallen asleep; and after he had slept a little, awaked perfectly well
and recovered.6 The mother being abundantly glad of this success, went again to St. Mary, and St.
Mary said to her, Give praise to God, who hath cured this thy son.
7 There was in the same place another woman, a neighbour of her, whose son was now cured.8 This
woman's son was afflicted with the same disease, and his eyes were now almost quite shut, and she
was lamenting for him day and night.9 The mother of the child which was cured, said to her, Why do
you not bring your son to St. Mary, as I brought my son to her, when he was in the agonies of death;
and he was cured by that water, with which the body of her son Jesus was washed?
10 When the woman heard her say this, she also went, and having procured the same water, washed
her son with it, whereupon his body and his eyes were instantly restored to their former state.11 And
when she brought her son to St. Mary, and opened his case to her, she commanded her to give
thanks to God for the recovery of her son's health, and tell no one what had happened.

CHAP. X.
1 Two wives of one man, each have a son sick.
2 One of them, named Mary, and whose son's name was Caleb, presents the Virgin with a
handsome carpet, and Caleb is cured; but the son of the other wife dies,
4 which occasions a difference between the women.
5 The other wife puts Caleb into a hot oven, and he is miraculously preserved; 9 she
afterwards throws him into a well, and he is again preserved;
11 his mother appeals to the Virgin against the other wife,
12, whose downfall the Virgin prophesies,
13 and who accordingly falls into the well, 14 therein fulfilling a saying of old.
THERE were in the same city two wives of one man, who had each a son sick. One of them was
called Mary and her son's name was Caleb.2 She arose, and taking her son, went to the Lady St.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and offered her a very handsome carpet, saying, O my Lady Mary accept
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this carpet of me, and instead of it give me a small swaddling cloth.3 To this Mary agreed, and when
the mother of Caleb was gone, she made a coat for her son of the swaddling cloth, put it on him, and
his disease was cured; but the son of the other wife died.
4 Hereupon there arose between them, a difference in doing the business of the family by turns, each
her week.5 And when the turn of Mary the mother of Caleb came, and she was heating the oven to
bake bread, and went away to fetch the meal, she left her son Caleb by the oven;6 Whom, the other
wife, her rival, seeing to be by himself, took and cast him into the oven, which was very hot, and then
went away.7 Mary on her return saw her son Caleb lying in the middle of the oven laughing, and the
oven quite as cold as though it had not been before heated, and knew that her rival the other wife had
thrown him into the fire.8 When she took him out, she brought him to the Lady St. Mary, and told her
the story, to whom she replied, Be quiet, I am concerned lest thou shouldest make this matter
known.9 After this her rival, the other wife, as she was drawing water at the well, and saw Caleb
playing by the well, and that no one was near, took him, and threw him into the well.10 And when
some men came to fetch water from the well, they saw the boy sitting on the superficies of the water,
and drew him out with ropes, and were exceedingly surprised at the child, and praised God.11 Then
came the mother and took him and carried him to the Lady St. Mary, lamenting and saying, O my
Lady, see what my rival hath done to my son, and how she hath cast him into the well, and I do not
question but one time or other she will be the occasion of his death.12 St. Mary replied to her, God
will vindicate your injured cause.13 Accordingly a few days after, when the other wife came to the well
to draw water, her foot was entangled in the rope, so that she fell headlong into the well, and they
who ran to her assistance, found her skull broken, and bones bruised.14 So she came to a bad end,
and in her was fulfilled that saying of the author, They digged a well, and made it deep, but fell
themselves into the pit which they prepared.

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. FROM A ''BOOK OF THE EVANGELISTS.''
GREEK MANUSCRIPT OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY.
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CHAP. XI.
1 Bartholomew, when a child and sick, miraculously restored by being laid on Christ's bed.
ANOTHER woman in that city had likewise two sons sick.2 And when one was dead, the other, who
lay at the point of death, she took in her arms to the Lady St. Mary, and in a flood of tears addressed
herself to her, saying,3 O my Lady, help and relieve me; for I had two sons, the one I have just now
buried, the other I see is just at the point of death, behold how I (earnestly) seek favour from God,
and pray to him.4 Then she said, O Lord, thou art gracious, and merciful, and kind; thou hast given
me two sons; one of them thou hast taken to thyself, O spare me this other.5 St. Mary then perceiving
the greatness of her sorrow, pitied her and said, Do thou place thy son in my son's bed, and cover
him with his clothes.6 And when she had placed him in the bed wherein Christ lay, at the moment
when his eyes were just closed by death; as soon as ever the smell of the garments of the Lord Jesus
Christ reached the boy, his eyes were opened, and calling with a loud voice to his mother, he asked
for bread, and when he had received it, he sucked it.7 Then his mother said, O Lady Mary, now I am
assured that the powers of God do dwell in you, so that thy son can cure children who are of the
same sort as himself, as soon as they touch his garments.8 This boy who was thus cured, is the
same who in the Gospel is called Bartholomew.

CHAP. XII.
1 A leprous woman healed by Christ's washing water. 7 A princess healed by it and restored to
her husband.
AGAIN there was a leprous woman who went to the Lady St. Mary, the mother of Jesus, and said, O
my Lady, help me.2 St. Mary replied, what help dost thou desire? Is it gold or silver, or that thy body
be cured of its leprosy?3 Who, says the woman, can grant me this?4 St. Mary replied to her, Wait a
little till I have washed my son Jesus, and put him to bed.5 The woman waited, as she was
commanded; and Mary when she had put Jesus in bed, giving her the water with which she had
washed his body, said, Take some of the water, and pour it upon thy body;6 Which when she had
done, she instantly became clean, and praised God, and gave thanks to him.7Then she went away,
after she had abode with her three days:8 And going into the city, she saw a certain prince, who had
married another prince's daughter;9 But when he came to see her, he perceived between her eyes
the signs of leprosy like a star, and thereupon declared the marriage dissolved and void.10 When the
woman saw these persons in this condition, exceedingly sorrowful, and shedding abundance of tears,
she inquired of them the reason of their crying.11 They replied, Inquire not into our circumstances; for
we are net able to declare our misfortunes to any person whatsoever.12 But still she pressed and
desired them to communicate their case to her, intimating, that perhaps she might be able to direct
them to a remedy.13 So when they shewed the young woman to her, and the signs of the leprosy,
which appeared between her eyes,14 She said, I also, whom ye see in this place, was afflicted with
the same distemper, and going on some business to Bethlehem, I went into a certain cave, and saw a
woman named Mary, who had a son called Jesus.15 She seeing me to be leprous, was concerned for
me, and gave me some water with which she had washed her son's body; with that I sprinkled my
body, and became clean.16 Then said these women, Will you, Mistress, go along with us, and shew
the Lady St. Mary to us?17 To which she consenting, they arose and went to the Lady St. Mary,
taking with them very noble presents.18 And when they came in and offered their presents to her,
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they showed the leprous young woman what they brought with them to her.19 Then said St. Mary,
The mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ rest upon you;20 And giving them a little of that water with which
she had washed the body of Jesus Christ, she bade them wash the diseased person with it; which
when they had done, she was presently cured;21 So they, and all who were present, praised God;
and being filled with joy, they went back to their own city, and gave praise to God on that account.22
Then the prince hearing that his wife was cured, took her home and made a second marriage, giving
thanks unto God for the recovery of his wife's health.

CHAP. XIII.
1 A girl, whose blood Satan sucked, receives one of Christ's swaddling clothes from the
Virgin.
14 Satan comes like a dragon, and she shews it to him; flames and burning coals proceed
from it and fall upon him; 19 he is miraculously discomfited, and leaves the girl.
THERE was also a girl, who was afflicted by Satan;2 For that cursed spirit did frequently appear to
her in the shape of a dragon, and was inclined to swallow her up, and had so sucked out all her blood,
that she looked like a dead carcass.3 As often as she came to herself, with her hands wringed about
her head she would cry out, and say, Woe, Woe is me, that there is no one to be found who can
deliver me from that impious dragon!4 Her father and mother, and all who were about her and saw
her, mourned and wept over her;5 And all who were present would especially be under sorrow and in
tears, when they heard her bewailing, and saying, My brethren and friends, is there no one who can
deliver me from this murderer?6 Then the prince's daughter, who had been cured of her leprosy,
hearing the complaint of that girl, went upon the top of her castle, and saw her with her hands twisted
about her head, pouring out a flood of tears, and all the people that were about her in sorrow.7 Then
she asked the husband of the possessed person, Whether his wife's mother was alive? He told her,
That her father and mother were both alive.8 Then she ordered her mother to be sent to her: to whom,
when she saw her coming, she said, Is this possessed girl thy daughter? She moaning and bewailing
said, Yes, madam, I bore her.9 The prince's daughter answered, Disclose the secret of her case to
me, for I confess to you that I was leprous, but the Lady Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, healed
me.10 And if you desire your daughter to be restored to her former state, take her to Bethlehem, and
inquire for Mary the mother of Jesus, and doubt not but your daughter will be cured; for I do not
question but you will come home with great joy at your daughter's recovery.11 As soon as ever she
had done speaking, she arose and went with her daughter to the place appointed, and to Mary, and
told her the case of her daughter.12 When St. Mary had heard her story, she gave her a little of the
water with which she had washed the body of her son Jesus, and bade her pour it upon the body of
her daughter.13 Likewise she gave her one of the swaddling cloths of the Lord Jesus, and said, Take
this swaddling cloth and shew it to thine enemy as often as thou seest him; and she sent them away
in peace.14After they had left that city and returned home, and the time was come in which Satan
was wont to seize her, in the same moment this cursed spirit appeared to her in the shape of a huge
dragon, and the girl seeing him was afraid.15 The mother said to her, Be not afraid daughter; let him
alone till he come nearer to thee! then shew him the swaddling cloth, which the Lady Mary gave us,
and we shall see the event.16 Satan then coming like a dreadful dragon, the body of the girl trembled
for fear.17 But as soon as she had put the swaddling cloth upon her head, and about her eyes, and
shewed it to him, presently there issued forth from the swaddling cloth flames and burning coals, and
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fell upon the dragon.18 Oh! how great a miracle was this, which was done: as soon as the dragon
saw the swaddling cloth of the Lord Jesus, fire went forth and was scattered upon his head and eyes;
so that he cried out with a loud voice, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of Mary, Whither
shall I flee from thee?19 So he drew back much affrighted, and left the girl.20 And she was delivered
from this trouble, and sang praises and thanks to God, and with her all who were present at the
working of the miracle.

CHAP. XIV.
1 Judas when a boy possessed by Satan, and brought by his parents to Jesus to be cured,
whom he tries to bite,
7 but failing, strikes Jesus and makes him cry out. Whereupon Satan goes from Judas in the
shape of a dog.
ANOTHER woman likewise lived there, whose son was possessed by Satan.2 This boy, named
Judas, as often as Satan seized him, was inclined to bite all that were present; and if he found no one
else near him, he would bite his own hands and other parts.3 But the mother of this miserable boy,
hearing of St. Mary and her son Jesus, arose presently, and taking her son in her arms, brought him
to the Lady Mary.4 In the meantime, James and Joses had taken away the infant, the Lord Jesus, to
play at a proper season with other children; and when they went forth, they sat down and the Lord
Jesus with them.5 Then Judas, who was possessed, came and sat down at the right hand of Jesus.6
When Satan was acting upon him as usual, he went about to bite the Lord Jesus.7 And because he
could not do it, he struck Jesus on the right side, so that he cried out.8 And in the same moment
Satan went out of the boy, and ran away like a mad dog.9 This same boy who struck Jesus, and out
of whom Satan went in the form of a dog, was Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him to the Jews.10 And
that same side, on which Judas struck him, the Jews pierced with a spear.

CHAP. XV.
When Jesus was seven years old
He made animals and birds figures of clay and gave them life.
He turned clothes into desired colors for a shoper
1 Jesus and other boys play together, and make day figures of animals. 4 Jesus causes them to
walk, 6 also makes day birds, which he causes to fly, and eat and drink. 7 The children's 8 He goes to
a dyer's shop, and throws all the cloths into the furnace, and works a miracle
therewith. 15 Whereupon the Jews praise God.
AND when the Lord Jesus was seven years of age, he was on a certain day with other boys his
companions about the same age2 Who when they were at play, made clay into several shapes,
namely, asses, oxen, birds, and other figures,3 Each boasting of his work, and endeavoring to exceed
the rest.
4 Then the Lord Jesus said to the boys, I will command these figures which I have made to walk.
5 And immediately they moved, and when he commanded them to return, they returned.
6 He had also made the figures of birds and sparrows, which, when he commanded to fly, did fly, and
when he commanded to stand still, did stand still; and if he gave them meat and drink, they did eat
and drink.
7 When at length the boys went away, and related these things to their parents, their fathers said to
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them, Take heed, children, for the future, of his company, for he is a sorcerer; shun and avoid him,
and from henceforth never play with him.8On a certain day also, when the Lord Jesus was playing
with the boys, and running about, he passed by a dyer's shop, whose name was Salem.
9 And there were in his shop many pieces of cloth belonging to the people of that city, which they
designed to dye of several colors.10 Then the Lord Jesus going into the dyer's shop, took all the
cloths, and threw them into the furnace.11 When Salem came home, and saw the cloths spoiled, he
began to make a great noise, and to chide the Lord Jesus, saying,
12 What hast thou done to me, O thou Son of Mary? Thou hast injured both me and my neighbors;
they all desired their cloths of a proper colour; but .thou hast come, and spoiled them all.
13 The Lord Jesus replied, I will change the colour of every cloth to what colour thou desirest;
14 And then he presently began to take the cloths out of the furnace, and they were all dyed of those
same colors which the dyer desired.
15 And when the Jews saw this surprising miracle, they praised God

CHAP. XVI.
1 Christ miraculously widens or contracts the gates, milk-pails, sieves, or bones, not properly
made by Joseph,
4 he not being skilful at his carpenter's trade.
5 The King of Jerusalem gives Joseph an order for a throne. 6 Joseph works on it for two
years in the king's palace, and makes it two spans too short. The king being angry with.
him, 10 Jesus comforts him, 13 commands him to pull one side of the throne, while he pulls
the other, and brings it to its proper dimensions.
14 Whereupon the bystanders praise God.
AND Joseph, wheresoever he went in the city, took the Lord Jesus with him, where he was sent for to
work to make gates, or milk-pails, or sieves, or boxes; the Lord Jesus was with him wheresoever he
went. 2 And as often as Joseph had anything in his work, to make longer or shorter, or wider, or
narrower, the Lord Jesus would stretch his hand towards it.

3 And presently it became as Joseph would have it.4 So that he had no need to finish anything with
his own hands, for he was not very skilful at his carpenter's trade.5On a certain time the King of
Jerusalem sent for him, and said, I would have thee make me a throne of the same dimensions with
that place in which I commonly sit.6 Joseph obeyed, and forthwith began the work, and continued two
years in the king's palace before he finished it.7 And when he came to fix it in its place, he found it
wanted two spans on each side of the appointed measure.8 Which, when the king saw, he was very
angry with Joseph;9 And Joseph afraid of the king's anger, went to bed without his supper, taking not
any thing to eat.10 Then the Lord Jesus asked him, What he was afraid of?11 Joseph replied,
Because I have lost my labour in the work which I have been about these two years.12 Jesus said to
him, Fear not, neither be cast down;13 Do thou lay hold on one side of the throne, and I will the other,
and we will bring it to its just dimensions.
14 And when Joseph had done as the Lord Jesus said, and each of them had with strength drawn his
side, the throne obeyed, and was brought to the proper dimensions of the place:
15 Which miracle when they who stood by saw, they were astonished, and praised God.16 The
throne was made of the same wood, which was in being in Solomon's time, namely, wood adorned
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with various shapes and figures.



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

113

CHAP. XVII.
1 Jesus plays with boys at hide and seek.
3 Some women put his playfellows in a furnace,
7 where they are transformed by Jesus into kids.
10 Jesus calls them to go and play, and they me restored to their former shape.
ON another day the Lord Jesus going out into the street, and seeing some boys who were met to play,
joined himself to their company:
2 But when they saw him, they hid themselves, and left him to seek for them:
3 The Lord Jesus came to the gate of a certain house, and asked some women who were standing
there, Where the boys were gone?
4 And when they answered, That there was no one there; the Lord Jesus said, Who are those whom
ye see in the furnace?
5 They answered, They were kids of three years old.
6 Then Jesus cried out aloud, and said, Come out hither, O ye kids, to your shepherd;
7 And presently the boys came forth like kids, and leaped about him; which when the women saw,
they were exceedingly amazed, and trembled.
8 Then they immediately wors hipped the Lord Jesus, and beseeched him, saying, O our Lord Jesus,
son of Mary, thou art truly that good shepherd of Israel! have mercy on thy handmaids, who stand
before thee, who do not doubt, but that thou, O Lord, art come to save, and not to destroy.
9 After that, when the Lord Jesus said, the children of Israel are like Ethiopians among the people; the
women said, Thou, Lord, knowest all things, nor is any thing concealed from thee; but now we entreat
thee, and beseech of thy mercy that thou wouldst restore those boys to their former state.
10 Then Jesus said, Come hither O boys, that we may go and play; and immediately, in the presence
of these women, the kids were changed and returned into the shape of boys.

CHAP. XVIII.
1 Jesus becomes the king of his playfellows, and they crown him with flowers,
4 miraculously causes a serpent who had bitten Simon the Cananite, then a boy, to suck out
all the poison again;
16 the serpent bursts, and Christ restores the boy to health.
IN the month Adar Jesus gathered together the boys, and ranked them as though he had been a king.
2 For they spread their garments on the ground for him to sit on; and having made a crown of flowers,
put it upon his head, and stood on his right and left as the guards of a king.
3 And if any one happened to pass by, they took him by force, and said, Come hither, and worship the
king, that you may have a prosperous journey.
4In the mean time, while these things were doing, there came certain men, carrying a boy upon a
couch;
5 For this boy having gone with his companions to the mountain to gather wood, and having found
there a partridge's nest, and put his hand in to take out the eggs, was stung by a poisonous serpent,
which leaped out of the nest; so that he was forced to cry out for the help of his companions: who,
when they came, found him lying upon the earth like a dead person.
6 After which his neighbours came and carried him back into the city.
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7 But when they came to the place where the Lord Jesus was sitting like a king, and the other boys
stood around him like his ministers, the boys made haste to meet him, who was bitten by the serpent,
and said to his neighbours, Come and pay your respects to the king;
8 But when, by reason of their sorrow, they refused to come, the boys drew them, and forced them
against their wills to come.
9 And when they came to the Lord Jesus, he inquired, On what account they carried that boy?
10 And when they answered, that a serpent had bitten him, the Lord Jesus said to the boys, Let us go
and kill that serpent.
11 But when the parents of the boy desired to be excused, because their son lay at the point of death;
the boys made answer, and said, Did not ye hear what the king said? Let us go and kill the serpent;
and will not ye obey him?
12 So they brought the couch back again, whether they would or not.
13 And when they were come to the nest, the Lord Jesus said to the boys, Is this the serpent's lurking
place? They said, It was.

14 Then the Lord Jesus calling the serpent, it presently came forth and submitted to him; to whom he
said, Go and suck out all the poison which thou hast infused into that boy;
15 So the serpent crept to the boy, and took away all its poison again.
16 Then the Lord Jesus cursed the serpent so that it immediately burst asunder, and died.
17 And he touched the boy with his hand to restore him to his former health;
18 And when he began to cry, the Lord Jesus said, Cease crying, for hereafter thou shalt be my
disciple;
19 And this is that Simon the Canaanite, who is mentioned in the Gospel.
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CHAP. XIX.
1 James being bitten by a viper, Jesus blows on the wound and cures him.
4. Jesus charged with throwing a boy from the roof of a house,
10 miraculously causes the dead boy to acquit Mm,
12 fetches water for his mother, breaks the pitcher and miraculously gathers the water in his
mantle and brings it home,
16 makes fish-pools on the Sabbath,
20 causes a boy to die who broke them down,
22 another boy run against him, whom he also causes to die.
ON another day Joseph sent his son James to gather wood and the Lord Jesus went with him;
2 And when they came to the place where the wood was, and James began to gather it, behold, a
venomous viper bit him, so that he began to cry, and make a noise.
3 The Lord Jesus seeing him in this condition, came to him, and blowed upon the place where the
viper had bit him, and it was instantly well.
4On a certain day the Lord Jesus was with some boys, who were playing on the housetop, and one of
the boys fell down, and presently died.
5 Upon which the other boys all running away, the Lord Jesus was left alone on the house-top.
6 And the boy's relations came to him and said to the Lord Jesus, Thou didst throw our son down
from the housetop.
7 But he denying it, they cried out, Our son is dead, and this is he who killed him.
8 The Lord Jesus replied to them, Do not charge me with a crime, of which you are not able to convict
me, but let us go ask the boy himself, who will bring the truth to light.
9 Then the Lord Jesus going down stood over the head of the dead boy, and said with a loud voice,
Zeinunus, Zeinunus, who threw thee down from the housetop?
10 Then the dead boy answered, thou didst not throw me down, but such a one did.11 And when the
Lord Jesus bade those who stood by to take notice of his words, all who were present praised God on
account of that miracle.
12On a certain time the Lady St. Mary had commanded the Lord Jesus to fetch her some water out of
the well;
13 And when he had gone to fetch the water, the pitcher, when it was brought up full, brake.
14 But Jesus spreading his mantle gathered up the water again, and brought it in that to his mother.
15 Who, being astonished at this wonderful thing, laid up this, and all the other things which she had
seen, in her memory

16Again on another day the Lord Jesus was with some boys by a river and they drew water out of the
river by little channels, and made little fish-pools.
17 But the Lord Jesus had made twelve sparrows, and placed them about his pool on each side,
three on a side.
18 But it was the Sabbath day, and the son of Hanani a Jew came by, and saw them making these
things, and said, Do ye thus make figures of clay on the Sabbath? And he ran to them, and broke
down their fish-pools.
19 But when the Lord Jesus clapped his hands over the sparrows which he had made, they fled away
chirping.
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20 At length the son of Hanani coming to the fish-pool of Jesus to destroy it, the water vanished away,
and the Lord Jesus said to him,
21 In like manner as this water has vanished, so shall thy life vanish; and presently the boy died.
22Another time, when the Lord Jesus was coming home in the evening with Joseph, he met a boy,
who ran so hard against him, that he threw him down;
23 To whom the Lord Jesus said, As thou hast thrown me down, so shalt thou fall, nor ever rise.
24 And that moment the boy fell down and died.

CHAP. XX.
Jesus and the School Teachers
1 Sent to school to Zaccheus to learn his letters, and teaches Zaccheus.
13 Sent to another schoolmaster.
14 Jesus refuses to tell his letters, and the schoolmaster going to whip him his hand withers
and he dies.

THERE was also at Jerusalem one named Zaccheus, who was a schoolmaster.
2 And he said to Joseph, Joseph, why dost thou not send Jesus to me, that he may learn his letters?
3 Joseph agreed, and told St. Mary;
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4 So they brought him to that master; who, as soon as he saw him, wrote out an alphabet for him.
5 And he bade him say Aleph; and when he had said Aleph, the master bade him pronounce Beth.
6 Then the Lord Jesus said to him, Tell me first the meaning of the letter Aleph, and then I will
pronounce Beth.
7 And when the master threatened to whip him, the Lord Jesus explained to him the meaning of the
letters Aleph and Beth;
8 Also which were the straight figures of the letters, which the oblique, and what letters had double
figures; which had points, and which had none; why one letter went before another; and many other
things he began to tell him, and explain, of which the master himself had never heard, nor read in any
book.
9 The Lord Jesus farther said to the master, Take notice how I say to thee; then he began clearly and
distinctly to say Aleph, Beth, Gimel, Daleth, and so on to the end of the alphabet.
10 At this the master was so surprised, that he said, I believe this boy was born before Noah;
11 And turning to Joseph, he said, Thou hast brought a boy to me to be taught, who is more learned
than any master.
12 He said also unto St. Mary, This your son has no need of any learning.
13They brought him then to a more learned master, who, when he saw him, said, say Aleph.
14 And when he had said Aleph, the master bade him pronounce Beth; to which the Lord Jesus
replied, Tell me first the meaning of the letter Aleph, and then I will pronounce Beth.
15 But this master, when he lift up his hand to whip him, had his hand presently withered, and he died.
16 Then said Joseph to St. Mary, henceforth we will not allow him to go out of the house; for every
one who displeases him is killed.

CHAP. XXI.
Jesus Twelve years old in the Temple with the teachers
1 Disputes miraculously with the doctors in the temple,
7 on law,
9 on astronomy,
12 on physics and metaphysics,
21 is wors hipped by a philosopher,
28 and fetched home by his mother.
AND when he was twelve years old, they brought him to Jerusalem to the feast; and when the feast
was over, they returned.2 But the Lord Jesus continued behind in the temple among the doctors and
elders, and learned men of Israel; to whom he proposed several questions of learning, and also gave
them answers:
3 For he said to them, Whose son is the Messiah? They answered, the son of David:
4 Why then, said he, does he in the spirit call him Lord? when he saith, The Lord said to my Lord, sit
thou at my right hand, till I have made thine enemies thy footstool.
5 Then a certain principal Rabbi asked him, Hast thou read books?
6 Jesus answered, he had read both books, and the things which were contained in books.
7 And he explained to them the books of the law, and precepts, and statutes: and the mysteries which
are contained in the books of the prophets; things which the mind of no creature could reach.
8 Then said that Rabbi, I never yet have seen or heard of such knowledge! What do you think that
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boy will be!
9When a certain astronomer, who was present, asked the Lord Jesus, Whether he had studied
astronomy?
10 The Lord Jesus replied, and told him the number of the spheres and heavenly bodies, as also their
triangular, square, and sextile aspect; their progressive and retrograde motion; their size and several
prognostications; and other things which the reason of man had never discovered.
11There was also among them a philosopher well skilled in physic and natural philosophy, who asked
the Lord Jesus, Whether he had studied physic?
12 He replied, and explained to him physics and metaphysics.
13 Also those things which were above and below the power of nature;
14 The powers also of the body, its humours, and their effects.
15 Also the number of its members, and bones, veins, arteries, and nerves;
16 The several constitutions of body, hot and dry, cold and moist, and the tendencies of them;
17 How the soul operated upon the body;
18 What its various sensations and faculties were;
19 The faculty of speaking, anger, desire;
20 And lastly the manner of its composition and dissolution; and other things, which the
understanding of no creature had ever reached.
21 Then that philosopher arose, and wors hipped the Lord Jesus, and said, O Lord Jesus, from
henceforth I will be thy disciple and servant.
22While they were discoursing on these and such like things, the Lady St. Mary came in, having been
three days walking about with Joseph, seeking for him.
23 And when she saw him sitting among the doctors, and in his turn proposing questions to them, and
giving answers, she said to him, My son, why hast thou done thus by us? Behold I and thy father
have been at much pains in seeking thee.
24 He replied, Why did ye seek me? Did ye not know that I ought to be employed in my father's
house?
25 But they understood not the words which he said to them.
26 Then the doctors asked Mary, Whether this was her son? And when she said, He was, they said,
O happy Mary, who hast borne such a son.
27 Then he returned with them to Nazareth, and obeyed them in all things.
28 And his mother kept all these things in her mind;
29 And the Lord Jesus grew in stature and wisdom, and favour with God and man.
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CHAP. XXII.
1 Conceals his miracles,
2 studies the law and is baptised.
NOW from this time Jesus began to conceal his miracles and secret works,
2 And he gave himself to the study of the law, till he arrived to the end of his thirtieth year;
3 At which time the Father publicly owned him at Jordan, sending down this voice from heaven, This
is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased;
4 The Holy Ghost being also present in the form of a dove.
5 This is he whom we worship with all reverence, because he gave us our life and being, and brought
us from our mother's womb.
6 Who, for our sake, took a human body, and hath redeemed us, so that he might so embrace us with
everlasting mercy, and shew his free, large, bountiful grace and goodness to us.
7 To him be glory and praise, and power, and dominion, from henceforth and for evermore, Amen.
¶ The end of the whole Gospel of the Infancy, by the assistance of the Supreme God, according to
what we found in the original.
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CHAPTER FIVE

ISLAMIC TRADITIONS

Apart from the Infancy gospels many of the stories are repeated in the Quran..is the central religious
text of Islam, believed by Muslims to be a revelation from God (Allah). It is widely regarded as the
finest work in classical Arabic literature. It is organized in 114 chapters, sūrah—not according to
length of surahs. Surah are subdivided into verses, or āyāt .
Muslims believe that the Quran was orally revealed by God to the final prophet, Muhammad, through
the archangel Gabriel incrementally over a period of some 23 years, beginning on 22 December
609 AD when Muhammad was 40; and concluding in 632 AD, the year of his death. There is a whole
surah of Mary with 98 verses.

19. Maryam (Marium, 98 verses)
https://mquran.org/content/category/2/19/4/

19.1. Kāf. Hā. Yā. ‘Ayn. Sād.

19.2. A mention of your Lord's mercy to His servant Zachariah:

19.3. When he invoked his Lord with a call in secret,

19.4. Saying: "My Lord! My bones have grown feeble and my head glistens with gray hair from
old age, and, my Lord, I have never been unblessed in my prayer to You.

19.5. "I have fears about (how) my kinsmen (will act in respect of continuing my mission, and
safeguarding the future of Mary), and my wife is barren. So bestow upon me a successor out of
Your grace,

19.6. "Who will be my heir (in my duty) and heir to (the straight way of) the House of Jacob; and
make him, my Lord, one with whom You are well-pleased. "

19.7. (The angels called out to him on God's behalf:) "O Zachariah! We give you the glad tidings
of a son whose name will be Yahyā (John). We have not given this name to anyone before. "

19.8. He said: "My Lord! How shall I have a son when my wife is barren and I have already
reached infirmity in old age?"

19.9. (The angel) answered (quoting God): "Just so. Your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me –
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assuredly I did create you before, when you had been nothing. ' "

19.10. (Zachariah) prayed: "My Lord, appoint a sign for me. " "Your sign," He said, "is that you
will not be able to speak to people for three nights. "

19.11. So he (Zachariah) came out to his people from the sanctuary (where he had been praying
in the Temple), and signified to them: "Glorify your Lord at daybreak and in the afternoon. "

19.12. (John was born, and when he grew up, We commanded him:) "O John! Hold fast to the
Book (the Torah), with (all your) strength!" And We granted him sound, wise judgment (and true
understanding of God's Law) while he was yet a little boy;

19.13. And (the gift of) compassion from Our Presence, and purity. He was very pious and
righteous,

19.14. And dutiful towards his parents; and he was never unruly, rebellious.

19.15. So peace be upon him on the day he was born and the day of his death, and the day
when he will be raised to life.

19.16. And make mention, in the Book, of Mary. She withdrew from her family to a chamber (in
the Temple) facing east (to devote herself to worship and reflection).

19.17. Thus, she kept herself in seclusion from people. Then We sent to her Our spirit, and it
appeared before her in the form of a perfect man.

19.18. She said: "I seek refuge in the All-Merciful from you, if you are a pious, God-conscious
one. "

19.19. He replied: "I am only a messenger of your Lord to be a means (for God's gift) to you of a
pure son. "

19.20. She said: "How shall I have a son, seeing no mortal has ever touched me, and I have
never been unchaste?"

19.21. He said: "Just so. Your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me; and (it must be just so) so that We
make him for humankind a sign (of Our Power on account of his birth) and a mercy from Us (on
account of his being a Messenger). It is a matter already decreed. "

19.22. So she conceived him, and then she withdrew with him to a distant place.

19.23. And the throes of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a date-palm. She said: "Would that I
had died before this, and had become a thing forgotten, completely forgotten!"

19.24. (A voice) called out to her from beneath her: "Do not grieve! Your Lord has set a rivulet at
your feet.

19.25. "And shake the trunk of the date-palm towards you: it will drop fresh, ripe dates upon you.
"

19.26. "So eat and drink, and be comforted. If you should see some person, say (through
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gesture): "I have vowed a fast of silence to the All-Merciful, so I cannot speak to any human
being today. "

19.27. She came to her people, carrying him. They exclaimed: "O Mary! You have come for sure
with an unheard of, mighty thing!

19.28. "O sister of Aaron, your father was never a wicked man, nor was your mother unchaste. "

19.29. Mary pointed to him (the infant, signifying that they should ask him). They cried: "How can
we talk to one in the cradle, an infant boy?"

19.30. (The infant) said: "Surely I am ‘abdulLāh (a servant of God). He (has already decreed that
He) will give me the Book (the Gospel) and make me a Prophet.

19.31. "He has made me blessed (and a means of His blessings for people) wherever I may be,
and He has enjoined upon me the Prayer (the Salāh) and the Prescribed Purifying Alms (the
Zakāh—and to enjoin the same upon others) for as long as I live.

19.32. "And (He has made me) dutiful towards my mother, and He has not made me unruly,
wicked.

19.33. "So peace be upon me on the day I was born and the day of my death, and the day when
I will be raised to life. "

19.34. Such was Jesus, the son of Mary, in the words of the truth about which they (the Jews
and Christians) have been doubting (and disputing amongst themselves and with each other).

19.35. It is not for God to take to Himself a child. All-Glorified is He (in that He is absolutely
above doing such things). When He decrees a thing, He does but say to it "Be!" and it is.

19.36. "Surely, God is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is a straight path (to follow).
"

19.37. And yet, the parties (the Jews and Christians) have differed among themselves (about
him). Woe, then, to those who disbelieve, because of the meeting of an awesome Day.

19.38. How well they will hear and how well they will see on the Day when they come before Us
(the truth that they hide or push away will be clear to them)! But today (it will be of no avail to)
the wrongdoers, (and they) will be in obvious loss.

19.39. So warn people of the coming of the Day of anguish and regrets, when everything will
have been decided, for (even now) they are in heedlessness, and they do not believe.

19.40. Surely, it is We alone Who will inherit the earth and all who live on it; and to Us all will be
brought back.

19.41. And make mention of Abraham in the Book. He was surely a sincere man of truth, a
Prophet.

19.42. When he said to his father: "O my father! Why do you worship that which neither hears
nor sees, nor can in anything avail you?
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19.43. "O my father! There has indeed come to me of knowledge (of truth) such as has never
come to you, so follow me, and I will guide you to an even, straight path.

19.44. "O my father! Do not worship Satan (by obeying his whispering to you to worship idols)!
Satan is ever rebellious against the All-Merciful.

19.45. "O my father! I am fearful lest a punishment from the All-Merciful should befall you, and
then you will become a close friend of Satan (and an instrument in his hand). "

19.46. His father said: "Have you turned away from my deities, O Abraham? If you do not desist,
I will surely cause you to be stoned! Now get away from me for a long while!"

19.47. He said: "Peace be upon you! I will pray to my Lord to forgive you. Surely He has been
ever gracious to me.

19.48. "And I will withdraw from you (my father and my people), and from whatever you deify and
invoke other than God. I pray to my Lord alone; I hope that I will not be unblessed in my prayer
to my Lord. "

19.49. After he had withdrawn from them and from all that they were worshipping other than
God, We bestowed upon him Isaac (a son) and Jacob (a grandson); and each of them We made
a Prophet.

19.50. We bestowed upon them (many other gifts) out of Our Mercy, and granted them a most
true and lofty renown.

Annunciation Mary with the child
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Mary’s Acquittal of Adultery

“And [We cursed them] for their disbelief and their saying against Mary a great slander
(An-Nisaa’ 4:156)

“And [the example of] Mary, the daughter of `Imran, who guarded her chastity, so We blew into [her
garment] through Our angel, and she believed in the words of her Lord and His scriptures and was of
the devoutly obedient.
(At-Tahrim 66:12)

“And [mention] the one who guarded her chastity, so We blew into her [garment] through Our angel
[Gabriel], and We made her and her son a sign for the worlds.
(Al-Anbiyaa’ 21:91)
As for Christianity, we notice that the Bible does not pay any attention to Mary’s acquittal of adultery.
Jesus’ Dutifulness to Mary
The Qur’an confirms Jesus’ dutifulness to his mother, Mary. In the Qur’an, we read:
[Jesus] said, “Indeed, I am the servant of Allah. He has given me the Scripture and made me a
prophet. And He has made me blessed wherever I am and has enjoined upon me prayer and zakah
as long as I remain alive and [made me] dutiful to my mother, and He has not made me a wretched
tyrant. (Maryam 19:30-32)

Mary’s Merits

“ when the angels said, “O Mary, indeed Allah has chosen you and purified you and chosen you
above the women of the worlds.

http://www.learning-quran.com/quran-translations/en-translation/recitation-of-surat-an-nisaa-3/
http://www.learning-quran.com/quran-translations/en-translation/al-ajmi-al-ghamidi-and-al-lahuni/recitation-surat-at-tahrim-3/
http://www.learning-quran.com/quran-translations/en-translation/al-ajmi-al-ghamidi-and-al-lahuni/recitation-surat-al-anbiyaa-3/
http://www.learning-quran.com/quran-translations/en-translation/mishari-bin-rashid/recitation-surat-maryam/
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(Aal `Imran 3:42)
Abu Musa Al-Ash`ari reported that the Prophet said,
“Many men reached perfection but none among the women reached perfection except Mary, the
daughter of `Imran, and AIsha, Pharaoh’s wife. And the superiority of `Aisha to other women is like
the superiority of Tharid to other kinds of food
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
`Ali reported: I heard the Prophet saying,
“Mary, the daughter of `Imran, was the best among the women of the world and Khadija was the best
amongst the women of the world.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

http://www.learning-quran.com/quran-translations/en-translation/recitation-of-surat-aal-imran-3/
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CHAPTER SIX

THE INCARNATION

Having given the Infancy Gospels which arose in an attempt to give the tales of how a God who took
flesh as a human being in order save mankind from the fall that was initiated by the First Born of the
creation of the Earthly realm we shall now examine the behaviour in terms of the rest of the canonical
scriptures we have at hand. It is true that there might have been many writings which are as valid as
the one we have at hand. However the only condition as I stand for the fact, that we cannot accept
any writting after the Apostolic period simply because the eyewitnesses ceased by that. This is at
the death of Apostle John around 100 AD. Hence all later writings which though good for reading,
but cannot considered as suitable for teaching and doctrine formation. With that let us see how far
these Infancy gospels stand as acceptable
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.

Apparently the assumption is that there are two categories of beings .

One: God category which consists of the Trinity; Son of God as one among the Trinity.
Does Trinity alone form part of the category. Are there others? Why is he called Son?
What about ONE GOD? Is God one or three persons?

We will have to deal with all these problems as we discuss the incarnation problem.

Two: Man Category. I suppose all mankind all over the world.Are they all one category?

One of the things that strikes every one who reads the Four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John is this:

Jesus speaks himself only as Son of Man and not even once as Son of God in the Canonical
Gospels which are our standard as opposed to the baby Jesus’ declaration “Mary, I am the Son of
God”.

One possibility is simply that God produced a Son just as he has produced Sons in all the various
dimensions of the world. For that matter Adam was the Son of God, if we can believe Luke.
In the “ Genealogy of Jesus” Luke 3:

https://www.biblehub.com/bsb/luke/3.htm
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…37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of
Cainan, 38the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

Notice that, here this statement comes as Luke traces the Genealogy of Jesus tracing back to Adam
and ends with “Adam, Son of God”. So the man Jesus was indeed at the same time Son of God
because he belonged to the Human Race - a child of Adam. Does this make him Son of Man only
whom God accepted as a Son with whom He is well pleased at the mature of age of 30 during the
baptism. We will see why the age 30 was special later. Or was he also son of God because Adam
was son of God?

Matthew 3:16As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. Suddenly the heavens
were opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and resting on Him. 17And a
voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!”

Up to this point, God’s other sons on earth through Adam had all failed to be well pleasing to him.
Here comes a son of Adam who has pleased God upto 30 years.

It is said that Adam when he was created existed in all the realms including the Divine realm as the
Son of God. He had his father take him out for a walk during the cool time of day, everyday. But
soon after disobeying, he was thrown out of the gates of Divine realms so that he may not eat of the

https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/1800.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/4589.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/76.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/2316.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5456.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5456.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1537.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3772.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3004.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3778.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1473.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/27.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5207.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3739.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2106.htm
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fruit of life also and be fixed in self-ego and live eternally and able to wield the powers of destruction
(just as the infant Jesus was doing in all the Infancy gospels). That is to say that God threw him out of
the garden of Eden so that he will not live eternally as a Devil like the Satan by eating the fruit of the
tree of life. We can assume that the Devils were all sons of God like Adam and followed the route of
Adam but had the chance of eating the fruit of the tree of life also. Father did not wanted his son
Adam also be turned into a Devil. The heart of the Father could not allow it to happen. Thus he was
forced to throw him out of the divine realm. Outside of the Garden of Eden all creation were subject
to decay and death.

Thus we could think that Jesus in his incarnation as a man grew up pleasing God (thus negating all
the Infancy Gospel stories) and he got the right to be full Son of God as a Second Adam. Again it is
in his name. He would have been known as “Jesus, son of Joseph.” But he is always referred to
as “Jesus Christ” The meaning of Christ who was “the Anointed” by the Holy Spirit. This was a new
name given to Jesus bar Joseph after his 30th year anointing with Spirit. To this man Jesus who is the
Mesiah, the doors of heaven opened and he regained what Adam lost and then he took his right as
the Son of God and then matured and perfected enough in over three years an then he took his
original position as the First Son of God who was begotten of the Father before all creation. To do
this he has to be fully human and to grow through the various periods, Temptations and life’s
challenges to the fullness and be eligible to re-enter into Eden.

Adam brought death (Rom. 5:12–21; 1 Cor. 15:20–22, 42–49). Luke tells us that Adam was the first
son of God on earth who lost his right to full son-ship and was called man.

This is what the definition of incarnation as is often assumed. So if we want to make a model out of
it and see what is the incarnation means. It will be like this.

JESUS = FULLY MAN + FULLY GOD
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https://reflectionsbyken.wordpress.com/ ( Kenneth)
Incarnation is defined as follows:

Without confusing either nature, the divine nature of the Son was united perfectly with a unique
sinless human nature in one divine and human person. Put another way, Jesus is as much God as if

He were never man and yet as much man as if He were never God – the perfect God-man.

The doctrine of the Incarnation (God became man in Jesus of Nazareth) lies at the heart of
Christianity. Historic Christianity affirms that Jesus is both a fully divine and a fully human. “The
Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God.”( C. S Lewis) That was exactly the
reason why the incarnation happened.

Here are four biblical passages that testify to the truth of Jesus Christ’s Incarnation:

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1:14)

“For in Christ all the fullness of Deity lives in bodily form.” (Colossians 2:9)

The doctrine of incarnation is found only in Christianity and later in its separation from Thomas
Christianity in Hinduism. In Hinduism by removing the only historical event in Jesus of Nazareth
they got into a situation that produced myths of many avatars without historical realities. They include
Nine avatars to the present through cycles of ages and through the creation of varying life forms -
Fish, Tortoise, boar, man-lion, dwarf-man, Parsu-Rama, Sri-Rama, Bala-Rama, Krishna. The Last
being Krishna who corresponds to Christ according to Krishna cult leader Bhakthi Vedanta.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

https://reflectionsbyken.wordpress.com/2015/12/22/how-christs-incarnation-differs-from-the-hindu-idea-of-avatar/
https://reflectionsbyken.wordpress.com/author/ksamples/
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Mother and Child - Devaki(Mother of God) and Krishna

Hindu Avatars
In traditional Hinduism, Krishna is considered the eighth avatar (Incarnation) of the Lord Vishnu (One who is in Heaven).

However, for Krishna devotees in Bhakti Hinduism this is reversed so that Vishnu becomes the avatar of Krishna. Here is
Krishna from the Bhagavad Gita describing his cosmic divinity and his appearance as an avatar:

“Although I am unborn, everlasting, and I am the Lord of all, I come to my realm of nature and through my wondrous
power I am born” (Bhagavad Gita 4:6).2

“When righteousness is weak and faints and unrighteousness exults in pride, then my Spirit arises on earth. For
the salvation of those who are good, for the destruction of evil in men, for the fulfillment of the kingdom of
righteousness, I come to this world in the ages that pass” (Bhagavad Gita 4:7–8).4

In Christianity the purpose of the Incarnation was to reveal God to humankind and to reconcile lost sinners back to
God and redeem the sinners through Christ’s sacrificial atonement (see Titus 2:13) whereas the Vaisnava Avatars
are for killing one evil king. Sometimes it is killing the Good king like in the case of Maha Bali (the Great Sacrifice -
probably the Christian King if it has any historic context)

Krishna has the maximum similarity with jesus, but the purpose of his coming was to kill his uncle Kamsa.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Getting back the Christian understanding of incarnation

This is incarnation = Fully Man and Fully God. This was Nestorians proposition and this was the
way the infancy gospel dealt with it. I suppose early church grappled the issue in that way assuming
duality – Man and God as two distinct categories of existence. What is wrong with it?
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When Jesus was just born. He was still Fully God side by side with infant man. This is the picture
that is actually presented in all the Infancy Gospel stories. Poor infant could not handle the Godly
powers which took over human weakness. He did not get even an year of growth

Jesus the Son of God remains God and fully God

The Baby man grows with time. He irritated and gets angry at the slightest provocation and speaks
out death sentences which because of the God power happens even before it is spoken.
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In one episode, a child disperses water that Jesus has collected into a small pool by the side of a
river.Boy Jesus was irritated by it and by his word kills this child.
In another instance at age one he curses a boy, which causes the child's body to wither into a corpse.
Later, Jesus kills another child when Jesus curses him when he apparently accidentally bumps into
Jesus, throws a stone at Jesus, or punches Jesus (depending on the translation).
When the neighbours complain about all this misdemeanors to Joseph and Mary, the people who
were complaining were miraculously struck blind by Jesus.
Three teachers tried to teach Jesus as he was growing into his fifth year. In all these cases as he
starts receiving lessons, he arrogantly tries to teach the teacher, irritating and upsetting the
teacher . One teacher hit him at his head for being insolent. Jesus immediately put him to death.
After various other demonstrations of supernatural ability, new teachers try to teach Jesus, but
instead of being a student he proceeds to explain the law to teachers, instead.
https://infogalactic.com/info/Infancy_Gospel_of_Thomas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infancy_Gospel_of_Thomas
Here is an analysis of the miracles of the child Jesus in course of his growth from birth to the age 12.
as given in the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. “Although the miracles seem quite randomly inserted into
the text, there are three miracles before, and three after, each of the sets of lessons. The structure of
the story is essentially:

Bringing life to a dried fish (this is only present in later texts)

(First group)

3 Miracles - Breathes life into birds fashioned from clay, curses a boy, who then becomes a corpse,
curses a boy who falls dead and his parents become blind

Attempt to teach Jesus which fails, with Jesus doing the teaching

3 Miracles - Reverses his earlier acts, resurrects a friend who fell from a roof, heals a man who
chopped his foot with an axe.

(Second group)

3 Miracles - Carries water on cloth, produces a feast from a single grain, stretches a beam of wood to
help his father finish constructing a bed

Attempts to teach Jesus, which fail, with Jesus doing the teaching

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blindness
https://infogalactic.com/info/Infancy_Gospel_of_Thomas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infancy_Gospel_of_Thomas
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3 Miracles - Heals James from snake poison, resurrects a child who died of illness, resurrects a man
who died in a construction accident

Incident in the temple paralleling Luke”

It all ends up with the temple incidence when Jesus was 12.

Similar analysis could be seen from the other infancy gospels which will yeild similar result bringing
out a easily angered baby Jesus with infinite (God) power to kill.

We can understand the problem early church had on these representations. But this is the only
thing we should expect from the Fully Man + Fully God form of incarnation with the God and Man in
distinct dual classification.

Evidently the fully grown God did not understand the growing infant Jesus man and in no way was
able to control the emotions and actions of the baby man. This ended with a killer God with no
understanding. Evidently this model will not work.

https://infogalactic.com/info/James_the_Just
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CHAPTER SEVEN

GROWTH OF HUMANS

https://www.britshalomstatecollege.org/torah-commentaries/2016/11/30/yetzer-tov-and-yetzer-
hara-working-together
https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/2384?lang=bi
https://www.stljewishlight.com/news/local/yetzer-hara-a-childs-worst-enemy-and-best-
friend/article_622bdb61-1d2c-5773-a308-6feacfb8f943.html
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-birth-of-the-good-inclination/8

Actually it does not just stop there since Jewish mysticism had the definite teaching of how a
human grows to manhood and then grows into the fullness of man ready to be co-creators with
God.For this we need to look at the growth pattern of man in Jewish thought.

There are two forms of inclinations in every human being. They are called

Yetser ha RA and Yetser ha TOV.

Though it is usually translated as “Evil Inclination” and “Good inclination” Yetzer ha Ra
should be rather translated as “Ego centric Self-centered introvert inclination” and Yetzer ha Tov
as “Extrovert inclinations.” These would then realy a measure of “loving yourself” and “loving
others”

The yetzer hara gives impetus from self realization. If that is not there one will not be able get
the impetus for “I can do it” “I will be” and consequential growth in personality and personal
achievement. This will also provide a fence between the self and the outside stopping anyone
taking advantage of the person. Apparently God himself has that. Moses asked YHVH who he
was and the reply was “I AM” That is the yetzer ha ra presence. When God was alone to start
with - that was all to it.

https://www.britshalomstatecollege.org/torah-commentaries/2016/11/30/yetzer-tov-and-yetzer-hara-working-together
https://www.britshalomstatecollege.org/torah-commentaries/2016/11/30/yetzer-tov-and-yetzer-hara-working-together
https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/2384?lang=bi
https://www.stljewishlight.com/news/local/yetzer-hara-a-childs-worst-enemy-and-best-friend/article_622bdb61-1d2c-5773-a308-6feacfb8f943.html
https://www.stljewishlight.com/news/local/yetzer-hara-a-childs-worst-enemy-and-best-friend/article_622bdb61-1d2c-5773-a308-6feacfb8f943.html
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-birth-of-the-good-inclination/
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The problem was not there until the creation took place and God himself has allowed persons with
total freewill to exist beside himself. That included even Satan one of his first born sons. Thus the
proper title for God was his assertion “I AM that I AM”

But soon after the creation his character was described as “God is Love”.

In the Islamic tradition their basic assertion
"In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful"
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Thus in every human being the tendency of yetser hara is built into the personality until
approximately 12 /13 years. The first response of baby is to cry out loud asserting his or her
presence and personality.

Yes, if one push hard, the selfishness can lead to sin. In Judaism, yetzer hara (Hebrew: ����� ���⿏�)
is the cause of congenital inclination to do evil, by violating the will of God. The phrase "the
imagination of the heart of man [is] evil" (��� �ʕ�ʕ�ʕ� �⿏� ���⿏�, yetzer lev-ha-adam ra), occurs twice in
the Hebrew Bible, at Genesis 6:5 and 8:21.If that is all to it then the life will be always pushing
oneself to do evil. Just as one person wants to safeguard the needs of the self and its growth,
every other person needs them too. But one can easily cross over the fence into the rights of the
others. The yetzer hara can lead to evil Thus, the need for food can lead to gluttony The
need for sex and procreation can become sexual abuse, and so on. Thus yetser hara is a
necessary component of life and healthy growth. It is thus dissociated from the Satanic and
Devilish forces.

According to the Talmudic tractate Avot de-Rabbi Natan, a boy's evil inclination is greater than his
good inclination until he turns 13 (bar mitzvah), at which point the good inclination is "born" and
able to control his behavior. Moreover, the rabbis have stated: "The greater the man, the greater
his [evil] inclination."

Here are some thoughts in this direction

Bereishit Rabbah 9:7

Rabbi Nahman said in Rabbi Samuel's name: 'Behold, it was good' refers to the Good Desire; 'And
behold, it was very good' refers to the Evil Desire. (It only says 'very good' after man was created with
both the good and bad inclinations, in all other cases it only says 'and God saw that it was good') Can
then the Evil Desire be very good? That would be extraordinary! But without the Evil Desire, however,
no man would build a house, take a wife and beget children; and thus said Solomon: 'Again, I
considered all labour and all excelling in work, that it is a man's rivalry with his neighbour.'
(Ecclesiastes 4:4).

Sages imprisons Yetzer HaRA

The ancient Sages decided that they were going to capture and imprison the Yetzer HaRa. So they
ordered a complete fast of three day….whereupon he [the Yetzer] was surrendered to them. He came
forth from the Holy of Holies like a fiery lion…. He [the Yetzer] said to them, “Realize that if you kill me,
the world is finished.” They held him for three days, then they looked in the whole land of Israel and
not an egg could be found. So they asked, “What shall we do now?”…So they put out his eyes and let
him go; (Yoma 69b).

Yoma 69b:9-12

https://www.britshalomstatecollege.org/torah-commentaries/2016/11/30/yetzer-tov-and-yetzer-hara-
working-together
https://www.sefaria.org/Yoma.69b?lang=bi&with=Sheets&lang2=bi

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avot_de-Rabbi_Natan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_mitzvah
file:////Bereishit%20Rabbah%209:7
file:////Yoma%2069b:9-12
https://www.britshalomstatecollege.org/torah-commentaries/2016/11/30/yetzer-tov-and-yetzer-hara-working-together
https://www.britshalomstatecollege.org/torah-commentaries/2016/11/30/yetzer-tov-and-yetzer-hara-working-together
https://www.sefaria.org/Yoma.69b?lang=bi&with=Sheets&lang2=bi


THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

140

“They (The Ancient Sages) ordered a fast of three days and three nights, whereupon he (The Yetzer
HaRa) was surrendered to them. He came forth from the Holy of Holies like a young fiery lion. He
(one of the rabbis) said to them: Realize that if you kill him, the world goes down. They imprisoned
him for three days, then looked in the whole land of Israel for a fresh egg and could not find it.
Thereupon they said: What shall we do now? Shall we kill him? The world would then go down. Shall
we beg for half-mercy? They do not grant ‘halves’ in heaven. They put out his eyes and let him go. It
helped inasmuch as he no more entices men to commit incest.”

In Yoma 69b, we find the curious story about a time when someone managed to catch the
universal Yetzer HaRa and locked it up. At first, they were very pleased with themselves. Thievery
stopped; murder ceased. People were suddenly friendly and loving toward one another. There was no
jealousy; and in all the land no arguments occurred, and moreover, no one died.The Sages thought
that this would solve every problem in the world, but this turned out not to be the case. Without the
inclination to acquire and assert and win and procreate, the world basically ground to a halt. No one
would get out of bed in the morning. No one attended to chores or work. Even the animals were
lackadaisical: roosters were not going after chickens; bulls were not pursuing cows; neither eggs nor
milk were being produced. The things that the world needs were simply not being done, so the Sages
had to let the Evil Inclination out.

Then, slowly, our sages came to a strange realization. People were so satisfied and contented that
they did not bother to toil. There was no competition, so people quit striving. No new houses were
built. People no longer married or wanted to have children. No babies were born. Even the sages
themselves became lazy and put off their study of Torah. In this way, our sages learned how
important the evil urge is to the world. They broke the golden chains and set free the yetzer harah
(Midrash Genesis Rabbah 9:7).

Scholars identify seven traits of the yetze ha ra. They are: ego, fear, accommodation, denial,
ambition, patience and indulgence. Take for example one’s ego. Managed properly, it yields a
necessary level of confidence to feel worthy of one’s success; it inspires us to reach for our best.
However, left to run rampant, a person can crave respect and recognition to the point of becoming
arrogant, self-centered, or stubborn. A person can even cross over into devious behaviors to feed
their ego. In a similar way fear can galvanize or paralyze.

The sages are right, if we did not have a yetzer harah—the bad self features–a little of the inclination
to compare ourselves to others, to want surpass others, achieve greater things, we may not have the
productive urge necessary to accomplish real goals. However, while the yetzer harah can sometimes
contribute to our greatness, it can also get us into trouble. But early in the growth of man, yetzer ha
ra is more to be emphazised than yetser ha tov.
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All of the communes, whether Christian Communes or Communist attempts as seen in Russia and
China etc. Failed because yetzer hara took over and their need to excell stopped. We have seen
this all the time. When puritans came to America, they started with communes like the early
Christian Church. All of them failed.

Yetzer HaRa is better described as the assertive or self-protective inclination—that part of us which
we need to make sure we take care of ourselves. Self-care is not evil. We need to put ourselves at
the top of our priorities. As Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, then who will be for me?”

Hence for humans, it is supposed that yetzer hara should grow for early childhood until it gives the
push for living. For boys this is set as 13 years and for girls 12 years. That is the time for changes in
the life pattern and the jewish tradition emphasize it by Bar-Mitzvah

Notice that it has some reference to “I AM” the desire to become God. It was this that led Eve and
Adam to eat of the fruit of tree of good and evil. What the serpent said was, “Eat this. You will be like

God.” While God is I AM, Satan is who says, I will be like God, I will, I will.

This is yetzer haRa in action:
Killer Actions Boost Your Self-Confidence
"If I am not for myself, who will be for me?
And when I am for myself, what am 'I'?

And if not now, then when?"
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Hillel the Elder
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This is the faith that move the mountains

“The yetzer haRa is 13 years older than the yetzer haTov.
While still in the mother's womb, the yetzer haRa begins to develop in a person.
If he begins to violate the Sabbath, nothing stops him.
If he commits murder, nothing stops him.
If he goes off to another sin, nothing stops him.

Now it is time for them to learn that they are not alone and are not for themselves. They are part of
a family, community, state, church etc and their own growth and prosperity are dependent on them
too. You are assigned a function within that society and for that RA is a necessity. But if it tends to
agressively take over the function and territory of other people, it destroys the society as a whole. At
the same time you are suppose to ward off any trespass into your territory. Draw a fence around
your self and respect other’s territorial right. So there need to a limit to ego and selfish action lest it
will really kill them eventually also. These are the laws that limits the extent of selfishness. They are
now ready to get knowledge and hence powers that are much more awesome that if not able to
control and given to the impulses of yetzer hara can lead to destruction not only of the society where
you are part but also for you.

13 years later, the yetzer haTov is born.
When he violates the Sabbath, it rebukes him, "Airhead [literally: "empty one"]! Don't you know it says
'Everyone who violates it will surely be put to death' (Exodus 31:14)?"
If he is about to commit murder, it rebukes him, "Airhead! Don't you know it says 'Whoever sheds a
man's blood, by man will his blood be shed' (Genesis 9:6)?" I
If he is about to engage in a sexual sin, it rebukes him, "Airhead! Don't you know it says 'Both the
adulterer and the adulteress will surely be put to death' (Leviticus 20:10)?"
(Avot d'Rabbi Natan 16).
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Hence at the bar mitzvah the child is given the law and codes as they get ready to get the power and
the ability to use weapons of destruction in body, mind and spirit.

This is learning process that goes on till they reach the age of 30. Now is the time of maturity when
one can balance the yetzer hara and yetzer hatov. The basic laws are just two.

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

This is the first and great commandment.



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

145

And the second is like unto it:
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

The first is unconditional with all your three dimensions of existence you love God - beyond measure
The second is interesting.
You have to love yourself and love your neighbor in the same measure.
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https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/visual/26171

“Yerzer ha-Rah is the human equivalent of Yesh - our capacity to honor difierences.
Yetzer ha-Rah sees diversity where the Yetzer ha-Tov sees oneness.
Yetzer ha-Rah sees everything apart from everything else.
Yetzer ha-tov sees everything as a part of everything else.
Why call one of these capacities ra. "evil"?
Because without the balancing insight of the Yetzer ha-Tov; the Yerzer ha-Ra's insistence on separate
self and independence pits one life against another. Destroying any Hope for comunity, justice and
compassion etc., all of which rely on the notion that we are at root interconnected. We are one couple,
we are one family, we are one community, we are one humankind, we are all one in Christ, we are all
one in God - We are all parts of God however widely apart in space, time, class, race etc are. There
is no other class other than God Class.

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/visual/26171
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In Quantum Theory this is clearly shown through what is known as Quantum Entanglement.
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Jewish Myth, Magic, and Mysticism
In Judaism Satan, was one of the “Sons of God.” It is clear in several statements when it comes to
the Sons of God. Here are a few:

Job 3:6 One day the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also
came with them.

Job 2:1 On another day, the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD; and Satan
also came with them to present himself before Him.

Wherever sons of God gathers, Satan also comes. No questions are asked about his membership
and presence. He was a fallen Son of God like Adam but had eternal life. God could not reject him
and throw him out, because he is his Son. (Does, the Father has a plan to save him? That is a totally
different problem. (We will not deal with it). God uses him as best as he could even in his cout.

Another such harsh but necessary force in God’s creation is the Yetzer ha-Ra, which is variously
translated as the “Evil Impulse,” the “Evil Desire,” the “Selfish Desire” or just “Desire.” It is that aspect
of nature, but especially human nature, which drives us to compete, to fight, to possess, but most of
all to desire sexual gratification.
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1 John 4:20-21 - If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

Matthew 22:36-40 - Master, which [is] the great commandment in the law?
And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
Leviticus 19:18 - Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people,
but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I [am] the LORD.

Mark 12:31 - And the second [is] like, [namely] this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is
none other commandment greater than these.

1 John 4:11 - Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

Luke 10:25-37 - And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life? 26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 27 And
he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 28 And he said unto him, Thou
hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

Infinite power to a child is too risky, especially if he is going to live eternally. That is why Adam and
eve were driven away.

Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And
now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23therefore
the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden

This is exactly the picture that we see in incarnation Jesus. The baby Jesus full of etzer hara having
in his hand infinite knowledge and infinite power was a problem and certainly destroyed the purpose
of incarnation.

If we take the same standard as Adam to the Second Adam, the Infancy Gospels portray a sinful Man

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-20_4-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-22-36_22-40/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Leviticus-19-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Mark-12-31/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-4-11/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-25_10-37/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-26/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-27/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-27/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-27/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-28/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-10-28/
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(infant) fully embedded in yetzer hara with infinite godly power and eternal life as God. A sinful man
who killed several men while yet as young as 5 or so has already sinned - he knew the laws, he
violated every one of them. Hence he cannot be perfect sinless sacrifice for man. The problem is
while the fully infant man has not really killed his fellow friends and neighbors, the God incarnate the
eternal God who is wise an all knowing killed them.

But we see a different Jesus in the temple learning from the rabbies when he was at the right time
getting his bar-mitzvah at age 12. As such these fictions cannot have any stand.

“The Child continued to grow and become strong,
increasing in wisdom;

and the grace of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:40).

Evidently the scripture is clear that the child Jesus went through the human process of growing in
body and in wisdom, even though he existed before the creation of the world and he was God with
no need to increase in wisdom. It actually indicates that when incarnated the Son of God laid down
all his Godly attributes and abilities and started zero as a human. Only after the rebirth symbol on
the 30th year and that only after overcoming the temptations which were essentially self arrogance
test as against the love others as thyself principles of the Son of God.
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Evidently the Infancy gospels present an incarnation where Jesus was a “Man” growing up and one
who needed understanding and wisdom along side of a powerful “God” in all fullness both acting
independently - an Arian personality. “Man” Jesus had no control over “God” Jesus and vice versa.
They are considered as totally independent category or class of existence.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

KENOSIS

The solution is found in the Bible.

Jesus

6. Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;

7 rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
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being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Creation of the two Adams
At the incarnation The Son of God emptied himself - just disregarded all his powers and identified
himself as a man. He was still the Son of God begotten before all creation. He can never cease to
be the Son of God who was begotten before any other creation. He was simply the “Second Adam”
born as an Adam. Adam was created from physical matter and given birth with the breathing of the
Father God, the Second Adam was created from the flesh of Mary through the Holy Spirit. They
form one and the same class.

First Adam: Genesis 2:7 Then the Lord God (YHVH Elohim) formed man of dust from the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.
Luke 3:38 Adam the son of God.

Second Adam: Luke 1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son
of God. .

http://biblehub.com/luke/1-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-35.htm
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Emptying was a necessary part of the initial creation and is still as much necessary part in the new
creaion.

Emptying in the creation of cosmos

Since Ein Sof (Infinite God) in the beginning covered and existed everywhere. when God wanted to
create the world, He contracted “Himself into Himself” in order to leave “an unoccupied space” within
which the creative process could begin. It has to contract to the center creating a space. But that
did not mean he was not there. God was immanent everywhere but hid himself to allow free beings
to be created and live. If this immanence is withdrawn the space will cease to be. Creation itself
will disappear. This is called Tzimtzum which means contraction

The hidden immanence of God is all potential strings which modern Quantum Theory propose as the
Quantum Vacuum. Into this space of strings goes the Word of God, the alphabets and the vibrations
which causes the strings to form all forms of creation.

Indian explanation

Ein Sof, ( Hebrew: ��� ��� ), in Kabbalah, is understood as God prior to any self-manifestation in
the production of any spiritual realm. In Indian Theology it is the Nirguna Brahman (first used by
Sankara Acharya in the 8th century AD). Ein Sof may be translated as "unending", "(there is) no
end", or infinity. It was first used in Hebrew by Azriel (c. 1160 – c. 1238), who, sharing
the Neoplatonic belief that God can have no desire, thought, word, or action, emphasized by it
the negation of any attribute. Of the Ein Sof, nothing ("Ein") can be grasped ("Sof"-limitation). It is the
origin of the Ohr Ein Sof, the "Infinite Light" of paradoxical divine self-knowledge, nullified within the
Ein Sof prior to creation

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabbalah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seder_hishtalshelus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infinity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azriel_(Jewish_mystic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoplatonic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apophatic_theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohr
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Creation began with One becoming many - the Trinity so that God is defined as Love. This is the only
definition of God and all properties are dependent on this character and in the three persons of one
essence. Since they arose together they are one in essence.
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"En-Sof" ( ), the absolutely Infinite, that can be comprehended only as the negation of all
negation. From this definition of the En-Sof, Azriel deduces the potential eternity of the world—the
world with all its manifold manifestations was potentially contained within the En-Sof; and this
potentially existing universe became a reality in the act of creation. The transition from the potential to
the actual is a free act of God: but it can not be called creation; since a "creatio ex nihilo" is logically
unthinkable, and nothing out of which the world could be formed exists outside of God, the En-Sof.
Hence, it is not correct to say that God creates, but that He irradiates or transfoms. This realization
of Father Abba, Mother Ruah and the Son Word form the Trinity one in essence. And all the rest of
the creations are formed by the emanations from the one essence.

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3878-cabala

According to string theory, all particles and fundamental forces arise from the vibrational states of tiny
strings. For mathematical consistency, these strings vibrate in 10-dimensional space-time. Or is it 11?
It was the word that produced the vibrations. God spoke and the word proceeded as the sounds,
alphabets, words, sentences, ideas, forms, flesh forms of all dimensions and life and the cosmos as
we see them and as we do not see them.

“He drew them, hewed them, combined them, weighed them, interchanged them, and through them
produced the whole creation and everything that is destined to come into being.”

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3878-cabala
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CREATION

The Word Became Flesh

The Book of Creation (Sefer Yetsirah)

The Sefer Yetsirah asserts that all of these letters play an important role in the creation of the cosmos:

“By means of the twenty two letters, by giving them a form and shape, by mixing them and combining them in
different ways, God made the soul of all that which has been created and all of that which will be. It is upon these
same letters that the Holy One (blessed be he) has founded his high and holy name.”

The letters are of three types: mothers, doubles and singles.

The mothers (aleph, mem, shin) symbolize the three primordial elements of all existing things: water (the first letter
of which is mem in Hebrew) is symbolized by mem; fire (of which shin is the most prominent sound) is represented
by shin; air (the first letter of which is aleph) is designated by aleph. The year also consists of three parts related to
these elements: summer is linked with the element fire; winter with water, and spring to air. Further these three
mothers represent in the microcosm (the human form) the head, the belly and the chest–the head from fire, the belly
from water, and the chest from the air that is in between.

“Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin: he engraved them, he hewed them out, he combined them, he weighed them,
and he set them at opposites, and he formed through them: Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin in the universe, and
Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin in the year, and Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin in the body of male and
female…”

“Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin: The product of Fire is the Heavens, the product of Air is Air, and the product of
Water is Earth. Fire is above, Water is below, and Air tips the balance between them. From them the Fathers are
generated and from them, everything is created.”

“Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin are in the universe: Air, Water and Fire: Heavens were created first from Fire,
Earth was created from Water, Air was created from Air and it tips the balance between them.”

“Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin are in the year: Cold, Heat and Temperate- state: Heat was created from Fire,
Cold was created from Water, Temperate- state was created from Air and it tips the balance between them.”
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“Three Mothers: Aleph, Mem, Shin are in the body of male and female: Head, Belly and Chest: Head was created
from Fire, Belly was created from Water, Chest was created from Air and it tips the balance between them.”

In addition to these three mother letters, there are seven double letters (Bet, Gimel, Dalet, Kaf, Pey, Resh, Tav)
which signify the contraries in the universe (forces which serve two mutually opposed ends):

“He caused the letter Bet to reign over Life, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one another, and
He formed through them: Saturn in the universe, the first day in the year, and the right eye in the body of male and
female.”

“He caused the letter Gimel to reign over Peace, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one another,
and He formed through them: Jupiter in the universe, the second day in the year, and the left eye in the body of
male and female.”

“He caused the letter Dalet to reign over Wisdom, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one
another, and He formed through them: Mars in the universe, the third day in the year, and the right ear in the body of
male and female.”

“He caused the letter Kaf to reign over Wealth, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one another,
and He formed through them: Sun in the universe, the fourth day in the year, and the left ear in the body of male and
female.”

“He caused the letter Pey to reign over Gracefulness, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one
another, and He formed through them: Venus in the universe, the fifth day in the year, and the right nostril of the
body of male and female.”

“He caused the letter Resh to reign over Seed, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one another,
and He formed through them: Mercury in the universe, the sixth day in the year, and the left nostril on the body of
male and female.”

“He caused the letter Tav to reign over Dominion, and He tied a crown to it, and He combined them with one another.
He formed through them: Moon in the universe, the Sabbath day in the year, and the mouth in the body of male and
female.”
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The Strings of Quantum Vacuum and the Word

Finally there are the twelve simple letters (Hey, Vav, Zayin, Chet, Tet, Yod, Lamed, Nun, Samek, Ayin, Tzade, Kof)
which correspond to humans’ chief activities–sight, hearing, smell, speech, desire for food, the sexual appetite,
movement, anger, mirth, thought, sleep and work. The letters are emblematic of the twelve signs of the zodiac in the
heavenly sphere, the twelve months, and the chief limbs of the body. Thus, human beings, world and time are linked
to one another through the process of creation by means of the Hebrew alphabet.)

Creation as vibration Word of God - “Let there be…” and “It was so”
Word became Flesh
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)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

During His trial before the Jewish leaders, the High Priest demanded of Jesus, “I charge you under
oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God” (Matthew 26:63).

“‘Yes, it is as you say,’ Jesus replied. ‘But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of
Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven’” (Matthew 26:64).

Are you the Son of God?

Yes it is as you say, But .....Son of Man

Notice here: the question was are you the Son of God, while he agreed to it he talks of himself as Son
of Man as though both are the same. Or does it have other meanings? We see this repeatedly in
Jesus all through his conversations. Not once does he come out and say “I AM GOD or even I am
the Son of God. It is the Son Man who matures into the Son of God through Growth.

Later, before Pontius Pilate, “The Jews insisted, ‘We have a law, and according to that law He must
die, because He claimed to be the Son of God’” (John 19:7).

Evidently the situation was difficult to explain. Since God created Adam as son of God, every
human being is a son of God and is a part of the family of God. However because Adam went too
far with his yetzer hara and not having the spirit of God within them and not ready to be guided by
that spirit they do not have the powers and privileges of God - man was called Son of Man. Later as
history proceeded, I suppose when mankind reached the age of Bar-Mitzvah, YHVH sent Moses with
the law in around 1400 BC. Thus Man is a sub category of potential to be expanded into the category
of God. It took 1400 years when YHVH send his son - Son of God with the spirit which will mature
man to the status of the Son of God.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Here is a comment which I found on the internet on this subject:

“Jesus never use the word SON OF GOD..
HE USED THE WORD SON OF MAN MORE THAN 80 TIMES.
I WONDER HOW DID HE FORGET THAT HE WAS THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH?..
By the way there are tons of sons of God in the bible..
David is a son of God.
.Ezra is a son of God..
Solomon was called the son of most high so he's a son of God
Adam is also son of God..
In Exodus, the nation of Israel is called God's "Firstborn son".
That is in the bible
So where did you went wrong?. ....MY Question to you is.. The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1:1 it
says that Jesus is SUPPOSED THE SON OF JOSEPH AND 1:23 IT SAYS THATADAM IS THE
SON OF GOD......
It is crazy that Jesus forgot to call himself the son of God and amazingly God don't remember he

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.63
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.64
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.7
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had a son…I will leave you with this..FOR THOSE WHO HAVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD..THEY ARE
THE SONS OF GOD…

))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

The Genealogy of Jesus in Luke's gospel ends like this (Luke 3:38)
the son of Enosh,
the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
the son of God.

The Bible refers to men as “sons of God” in nine different places (cf. Deuteronomy
14:1, 32:5, Psalm 73:15, Isaiah 43:6–7, Hosea 1:10, 11:1, Luke 3:38, 1 John 3:1–2, 10)

God must have created many other dimensions of existence and many other First Borns in them.
Adam was God's created son in our physical world, the first born in this dimensions as opposed to
Jesus the begotten Son of God First born before all creation hence He has to be directly generated
from God. But Adam rebelled by imposing his yetzer hara to be like God and take over power before
the yetzer ha tov take over, and had to come back to God so God could adopt him back and let him
have all authority and power as all other Sons of God. This is illustrated by Jesus in the Parable of the
Prodigal Son. Jesus was always God's Son, without beginning or end; and he reincarnate himself as
Son of Adam and without his Godhead aspect lived a sinless human life and became the perfect
sacrifice for all mankind and thus redeemed all mankind to the status of the Son of Adam, Son of God.
He is now called Second Adam. If Jesus ever used his status as God while he was incarnate as the
Son of Man, he would have lost his status as a sinless perfect sacrifice for the sins of mankind. .

That is where the Kenosis or emptying process comes in incarnation process. God did that right in
beginning of creation of Cosmos so that he can create free beings capable of growing into His
likeness. By emptying himself He created a free space and then placed his sons and daughters in it.
There was the First Adam. There is no predestination because of the complete emptying of God from
creation except for immanence. Your future is determined completely by you.

In the process of recreation of man, God the Son emptied himself and appeared as the Second Adam
to make Man grow into the stature of Jesus himself.
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“The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God
was upon Him” (Luke 2:40, NASB).

Until he became 30 years old, he grew up as the Son of Adam which incidentally meant GrandSon of
God. What I am trying to emphasize is the fact the Man is within the body of God. Jesus grew up
as the Son of Adam according to the law without ever taking the privileges or wisdom as God. This
made him a Son of Man. Once he was a perfect Man he grew further into becoming a Son of God
thus provided a way back for every Man to become god which Adam was supposed to grow into in
the first instance when Adam was created and placed in Eden. Jesus became the Son of Man and
grew into Son of God, outside of Eden fulfilling the purpose of human creation and being born again
by the Holy Spirit.

Thus Son of man is a part of the Son of God - the difference being in the amount of wisdom,
Intelligence and Power in creative process. This difference is what makes Sons of God different
from Sons of Men. Before incarnation he was one in essence with the Father. Man was created
which means he does not have all the essence of the Father. It is like an organ of a body as
compared with brain and the all the personality and power assigned to it. In the Eastern Churches
the difference is called emanation of all created beings from God as opposed to the essence with
God.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

In the Indian Advaita (non-duality of God) this is explained as follows. In the beginning God. We
cannot even say God alone existed because it implies space. Space is formed as the unknowable
God who cannot be explained in terms of properties is called Nirguna Brahman - God without any
propertise. He then transformed into the infinite Brahman which is everything, everywhere in
potency and came into existence as three persons - Father, Holy Spirit and Son. Now they are three
the inter-relation provide properties. This is Saguna Brahman - three in one essence.

God is Love
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Jewish tradition gives an identical description as follows where Ainsof came into existence as Father,
from whom the Ruah proceded and they Abba (Father) and Imma (Ruah). togethe generated the
Son. They then began to create and in order to provide space for existence and freedom,
contracted to a point and created everything by emanation (essentially by thought and subsequent
pronounced word.)

J

From these three emanated all the other worlds and their first borns. They were expected to grow
in self knowledge - yetzer hara and then into the knowledge of boundaries between the individuals
and the communities. Those who remained within their boundaries and knew their purpose and
meaning and grew into maturity and were born again in the Spirit remained as the First borns who
became partakers in the creations in their dimensions and also in every other realms. They form the
Elohim, the Assembly of YHVH - they form the co-creaters with God.

Psalm 89:5–7 And so the heavens will praise your wonderful deed, O Yahweh,even your faithfulness,
in the assembly of the holy ones.
For who in the sky is equal to Yahweh?
Who is like Yahweh among the sons of God,a God feared greatly in the council of the holy
ones,and awesome above all surrounding him?

Heb 12:21 The sight was so terrifying that even Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 22Instead,
you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have
come to myriads of angels 23in joyful assembly, to the congregation of the firstborn, enrolled in
heaven. You have come to God the Judge of all men, to the spirits of the righteous made

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps 89.5%E2%80%937?webSyncID=2387bc31-5198-2c59-5b6c-a9e704b4e490&sessionGUID=a21a0655-a66a-d838-0408-e6ad96c5dbc0
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perfect,…24to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel.…

Notice that this is the consequence of strict monism where God alone exists and everything else has
to be within the oneness since there is nothing called outside of God. Elsewhere I have developed a
concept where the whole cosmos forms the body of YHVH containing several realms of existence
with live organs of the body along with organic and inorganic parts.

)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

When the Son incarnated it means He had set aside these additional properties which is what
Kenosis really means. It would also mean that Jesus grew just as an ordinary man and by the laws
of creation and compliance with laws and spirit grew to become son of God and went back to be with
the Father and sat at the right hand of the Father.
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Thus Man is a sub category of God or part of God. Probably we should think or it similar to a just
born child as part of family of Man. The infant has all the potential of the adult man but it takes time
to grow into that level. Thus we don’t hear Jesus ever refer to himself as Son of God, though he
never said no to someone who asked that question. He simply avoided it or explained it off. He
always referred to himself as the Son of Man. He was here as the second Adam. He went through
the process of growing up as Son of Man reaching the full status of the Son of God.

It is the higher end of the growth of the Son of man when a man start loving others as Jesus loved
him.

John 15:
12This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved You .
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
14You are My friends if you do what I command you.…

Yetser hara says
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Yetser Hatov says

Sons of God goes beyond:
Love one another as oneself to loving one another as Jesus loved us

How much did Jesus love?

This much.

Philipians 2: 7-9 ..emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient
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to death— even death on a cross. Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the
name above all names,…

He was a 100% man and grew up into a 100% God - a level where he was before his incarnation.
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This is the picture I see through the scriptures which explains why Jesus insisted on using the Son of
Man title rather than Son of God. During the three and a half years after the baptism in the spirit he
further grew into his holiness as a son of Man, grown into a son of God (still without ever using his
power as a part of God and as Son in Trinity). After his death and resurrection he ascended into
heaven to his original status as part of the Trinity and his glory with the Father. Until then he was a
man and any man who is spiritually reborn through Christ can attain the Son of God status and
immortality. So here it is.

1 Tim. 2:5….“the man Christ Jesus”
The first statement of Jesus regarding himself probably is found at his age of 12 when he stayed
behind in the temple talking to the teachers.

The Boy Jesus at the Temple

Luke 2: 41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42When
he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival
was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they
were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began
looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they went back to
Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at
his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously
searching for you.”
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s
house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all
these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
man.

This is not a clear statement of the Jesus as a member of Trinity or even as God. It only gives the
general understanding of every child of God and is expected of every child growing up in the Jewish
or Christian home.

As far as we know there is no statement in the Gospels that indicates Jesus knew that he was one of
the Trinity nor even the understanding that he existed before Abraham and the creation of this world.

The scripture is absolutely silent regarding his growth from this 12th year to 30th year also except for
the fact that

“Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man”
If Jesus was one with the trinity and had all the position, status and knowledge, there is no need of
such a statement. Is there any need of the Son of God within the Trinity to grow in wisdom?
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Rite of Passage At Age 30
Mark, Matthew, and Luke depict the baptism in parallel passages. In all three gospels, the Holy
Spirit is depicted as descending upon Jesus immediately after his baptism accompanied by a voice
from Heaven, but the accounts of Luke and Mark record the voice as addressing Jesus by saying
"You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased", while in Matthew the voice states "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–23)

Mark uses an unusual word for the opening of the heavens, Greek: σχίζω, schizō, which means
"tearing" or "ripping" (Mark 1:10). It forms a verbal thread with the rending of the Temple veil in Mark
15:38, inviting comparison between the two episodes. Now Jesus has direct entry into the spiritual
realms. This was the born again point in the life man Jesus.
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Luke records that Jesus was praying when Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on
him. Luke clarifies that the spirit descended in the "bodily form" of a dove, as opposed to merely
"descending like" a dove.

This is what happened. Baptism and declaration of the function of Jesus as the lamb of God.
”Behold the lamb of God that take away the sins of the world”. Heaven burst opened and the
Spirit descended on Jesus. Jesus became Jesus Christ. Jesus is the long awaited Messiah of
the Jews, Jesus the Son of God. But these were initially understood in terms of the Jewish
monotheism. Jesus became the Son of God in the same way as Adam would have been if he grew up
in obedience in the Garden. Remember the concept of Trinity and the Son of God who was
begotten before the creation were unknown at that time. As such Jesus was looked upon as a
blasphemer as he began to assert his status in the Divine realm before Abraham and before the
creation of the world.

Declaration “Behold the lamb of God”
Jesus the Christ - Anointed one
Jesus the Messiah of Jews

Jesus the Son of God

The Temptation of Jesus in Scripture:

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become
bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.’”

 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If
you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command his
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve
him only.’”
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. Matthew 4:1-11

At the age of 30 we are clearly told that Jesus was born again in the Spirit when he entered into the
dimension of the Divine. If he was a man, he has now entered into the realm of being a son of God.

Evidently temptation by Satan does not make any sense if Jesus was fully God or even worse if he
was an established Son of God begotten before all the world already. All these three temptations
were obviously based on the assertion of how well Jesus could balance Yetser Hara and Yetser

https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Matthew+4:1-11&ver=niv
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hatov. These being tested for the second Adam who was entering the stage of graduation to sonship
of God from sonship of man, from being born of water to being born of the spirit. Evidently Jesus
passed the test.The tests were as valid as a test, not a mockery. This is made clear when after the
test angel came and served him.
Hebrews 1: 14Are not the angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

In Acts 10:37–38, the ministry of Jesus is described as following "the baptism which John preached".
It is probable that Jesus had a growing understanding of who he was - One with God

All of a sudden the life and teachings of Jesus took a new turn.
Having succeded the test, to the maturity, Jesus began his ministry. He began to make disciples and
teach them. He began to show miracles starting with the first miracle at Canaa. In his sermon in

Acts 10:37–38, delivered in the house of Cornelius the centurion,
Apostle Peter

gives an overview of the ministry of Jesus, and refers to what had happened
"throughout all Judaea, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached"

and
that Jesus

whom "God anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power"
had gone about
"doing good".
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All his miracles were for the good of the people
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John 7:5...For even His own brothers did not believe in Him.

Those who had lived with Jesus for 30 years as one family really did not know him as having any
power of God. Not one of Jesus’ brothers is mentioned as a disciple during his pre-crucifixion ministry.
But after his resurrection and ascension, there they are in the upper room worshiping him as God
(Acts 1:14). For this reason alone, if we rely the accuracy of the canonical scriptures, Jesus lived as
Second Adam totally immersing himself as the Son of Man without using any Godly power he could
have used and as a man. He attained the Sonship of God by graduating into it.

His friends called him Mad
Mark 3:21 And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is
beside himself.

The Scribed said He has the Prince of Devils in him
22 And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince
of the devils casteth he out devils.

At about the middle of each of the three Synoptic Gospels, two related episodes mark a turning point
in the ministry of Jesus: the Confession of Peter and the Transfiguration of Jesus.
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Matthew 16: Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ
13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”
14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”
15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will
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give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth [b]will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.

Matthew 17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

At least as far as the disciples were concerned their understanding of Jesus grew with time until they
realized that he was Christ, Mesiah and Son of God. Jesus still was speaking as Son of Man. Peter,
James and John heard once again the acknowledgement from Father that “This is my Son, whom I
love, with whom I am well pleased. Listen to him” Again this did not identify the Son as the creator
and part of the Trinity to them. They knew he was above in status than Moses and Elijah closer to
God status.

Evidently Sometime soon after the baptism Jesus realized who He really was and yet he used those
powers only for doing good - healing those who are sick and driving out Evil spirits.
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Even at the time of arrest of Jesus by the Roman Rulers, when Peter took out his sword in defence
Jesus scolded Peter saying, (Matthew 26:52) “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him.
“For all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53Are you not aware that I can call
on My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how
then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen this way?”…

This was at the end of His career. From this we can see he was very much aware of his status as
part of the Trinity. Yet it also shows why he refused to use his power and knowledge for selfish
human purposes.

But he intentionally refused to use them. He lived a life of the Son of Man all his life within the
historical context where he was placed. This is Tzimtzum the contraction for recreation.
There are other evidences from the Bible regarding Jesus’ understanding and claim to his unity with
the Father God. Here are some of them
 He could forgive sin, something only God could do “And when Jesus saw their faith, he

said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”(Mark 2:5).

 The following passage indicates that because he is the Son of God he can raise the
dead and give eternal life and as has been the Son of Man he has authority to judge
man.
John 5:25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.
27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of
Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when ball who are in the tombs
will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of
life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

 John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
Here Jesus claims to have been in existence before Abraham and also uses the title “I
am”

 John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I
had with you before the world existed.

This was at the end of the three and half years of carrer of Jesus and shows clearly that he
knew his status as one of Trinity and the glory he had.

Apart from these direct statements there were indirect acceptance of his status as a deity
in accepting worship from people which according to the Old Testament is due only to
YHVH. Here are some of those events.

 the healed leper who worshipped Him (Matthew 8:2),
 the ruler who knelt before Jesus after his son had been healed (Matthew 9:18),
 the Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:25),
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 a demon-possessed man (Mark 5:6).

After His resurrection he has more straight answers
To Mary his disciple, who was crying at the tomb who tried to touch him he explains:
John 20:16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My
brethren and say to them,
‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ”

This explains the fulfilment of incarnation.
When he completed his ministry he took back his life in resurrection and went back home to his
Father in Heaven. In so doing he made us also capable of attaining the part of divinity and ultimately
be one with him. That is the picture of marriage between the Church and the Lamb given in the
Revelations. He probably came to prepare his bride ready. He proposed to the Church and left a
cup to indicate acceptance and will come again to take us home.

When Jesus poured out his powers and potencies of God and born from the waters of the womb, he
became the Son of Man - an infant. This is incarnation. From that level he grew like any other man
and knew yetzer hara and yetzer ha tov and then was born in the spirit; from there grew into the
status of the fullnessof the Son of God and back to where he was before incarnation.

Son of Man became Son of God, providing an example, providing a way for Man to reach out and
became like the Elder Brother and the Father. It is not a big deal if Jesus as God lived a sinless life
and it would not have been in anyway an example for ordinary human being to live a sinless life. He
is God and He can do anything.

For if we are to believe that Jesus was “made” “like unto his (human) brethren” (the Greek word
translated “like” means exactly like all human beings are made – Heb. 2:17), then we must believe
that “the man Christ Jesus” was so “fully human in every way” (Heb. 2:17) that he could not have
been a mere fusion of two natures to form a human spirit living in one human body. For if this was the



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

178

case, how then can we affirm Hebrews 2:17 to be true? Hebrews 2:17 proves that “the man Christ
Jesus” was ontologically made exactly like all human beings are made. Since no human being (not
even the first Adam 1 Cor. 15:44-45) was ever made in an alleged hypostatic union of a divine and
human nature, the fifth century Chalcedonian definition appears to be an erroneous theory.

This is a simple solution to the age old theological struggle.

There Is One God And One Mediator Between God And Men, The Man Christ Jesus"

1 Timothy (2:5)

Then all of a sudden we see Jesus performing miracles and claiming extra ordinary powers which
grew in time. In fact His deity-hood was boldly proclaimed only after the resurrection from the dead.
He was certainly with God in the beginning. That is why Jesus was the incarnation of Son of God.
He cannot become man and be perfected for sacrifice for all mankind unless He poured out his
Divinity. Even though He was an incarnation of one of the Trinity, his godhead remained dormant
without any outward visibility until his 30th age. As Jesus said, what He did during his life time is a
small sample of what a born again, spirit filled Son of Man could do,

John 14:12, NIV: "Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing,
and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father."

On the cross itself he cried our like a human being refusing to call for help from the battalions of
angels, and reacted as a simple growing up human.

Matthew 27: 46About the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?”
This is what the Elder brother mean. “Love one another as I have loved you”
How much did Jesus love you?
Jesus on the cross spread out his and hands and said, “This much” and he died.

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles|Translations|NIV
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The fullness of the Godhead status returned to God only after resurrection and no doubt it was
asserted and proclaimed by his disciples and other witnesses after the ascension. In the whole of
the gospels, the only one person declared, “You are my God” - that was Thomas. That was after
resurrection. For 40 days Jesus was with the disciples again confirming what he has been teaching
them and probably much more.

The only way to explain the status of Jesus as the lamb of God for the sins of mankind and as a
second Adam can only be explained, with the principle of kenosis so that Jesus as a human grew up
without sin and attained the status of divinity and as a Son of God by the power of the Spirit of God to
which he surrendered as grew up as a man. As such he became a sinless perfect human, the perfect
payment for all the accumulated sins of the manking of all generations. After his sacrificial death as a
human He was resurrected by God the Father and He returned to his status and sat on the right hand
of the father.

Acts 2: 23He was delivered up by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, and you, by the hands of the
lawless, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross. 24But God raised Him from the dead,
releasing Him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for Him to be held in its clutches.

The lost years are not lost years, but years in which he grew “The Child continued to grow and
become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.” See it does not say
since he was “God”
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The Word

Here are all the verses where it is stated directly or indirectly as I have collected from the various
sites. It shows a gradual realization of Jesus Himself as who He was after he was born in the Spirit.
Incidentally it also tells us the story of every believer who is born in the Spirit and grows in the
likeness of the Son of God.

John 1:1-51 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. ...And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 5:18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

John 8:24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die
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in your sins.”

John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

John 10:30-38 I and the Father are one.” The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. Jesus
answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you
going to stone me?” The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you
but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”

Here follows Jesus’ excuse:

If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came-and Scripture cannot be set aside-
36what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then
do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'? 37Do not believe me unless I do
the works of my Father. 38But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works,
that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father."

That all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not
honor the Father who sent him.

John 12:27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But
for this purpose I have come to this hour.

John 10:33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”

John 17:1-26 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that
they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth,
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. ...

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—

1 John 4:2-3 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is
the spirit of the anti-Christ, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that
we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true
God and eternal life.

Matthew 1:18-25 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
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divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: ...

Temptations of Jesus

Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord
your God and him only shall you serve.’”

Matthew 14:33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for
him.
Colossians 1:19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
Colossians 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus,
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Kenosis

Philippians 2:6-11

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;

7 rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature[b] of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high,

Hebrews 1:8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of
uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.

Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil,
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Hebrews 2:17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for
the sins of the people.

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Hebrews 5:8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.

Hebrews 7:3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end
of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.

Titus 2:13 Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ,

Acts 2:24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him
to be held by it.

1 John 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is from God,

Revelation 2:8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last,
who died and came to life.

Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law,

Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.

1 Timothy 3:16 -17

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:
He was manifested in the flesh,

vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,

proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world,

taken up in glory.

1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,

Luke 24:39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
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Philippians 2:5-7
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,

who,
though he was in the form of God,

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,

but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servant,

being born in the likeness of men.
Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

Jesus in fact never directly called himself Son of God. He always referred himself as Son of Man.
There is a mystery here which we need to explain.

It is not difficult to see the concept of a Son who is separate from the Father. The concept of Trinity
is the problem here. God is Three in One. One God with Three persons. This is usually presented
by the following diagram.

The figure of speech of a family and existence that are seperate personalities is the standard way of
looking at the problem. The very word Son of God and the later creations leading to sons of God
cannot be escaped.

John 10:35-38 “If he (GOD) called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came
-and Scripture cannot be set aside-
what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world?
Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'?
37Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father.
8But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and
understand that
the Father is in me, and I in the Father."

See again the John 17 prayer of Jesus:
Jesus Prays for All Believers
20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/john/10/
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they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that
the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them,
that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made
perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You
have loved Me.

24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may
behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the
world. 25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have
known that You sent Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love
with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.

Made Perfect

Evidently to become part of Godhead and be one with the the Son of God before the creation
is to be made perfect. The perfected sons of God partake of the divinity and become co-
creators with God.

2 Peter 1:3-4 3His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4Through these he has given us
his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

Evidently the work of Jesus was:
1. Make man perfect

2. Escape the corruption of the world caused by evil desires (yetzer hara - remember Adam and
Eve’s fall). This led to death

3. Participate in the divine nature. This requires a new spiritual birth beyond yetzer hara and yetzer
hatove. To be like Jesus :”Love one another, as I have loved you.”

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/2-peter/1/
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\

 “I say, ‘You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you’” (Ps. 82:6 cf. Jn. 10:34)

 “The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we

are one, I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one” (Jn. 17:22-23)

 “Know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the

fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19)

 “You may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become

partakers of the divine nature“ (2 Pet. 1:4)

 “Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know

that when he appears we shall be like him“ (1 Jn. 3:2)

When Jesus had finished the work of redemption through faithful submission as Second Adam and
dying for the sake of everyone who will willingly and freely receive the grace given through the Spirit
in faith, Jesus yearns to return to his former status as the First Born Son before the creation of the
world. The period of kenosis is over. These lines indicates that all the time he was very much
aware of his status in spite of the fact that he willingly refused to use those owesome powers. This
is indeed the character of the Tzimtzum.

The Church is the bride of Christ who will eventually join with him and be partakers of His glory when
joined in one body. When the whole creation is redeemed we have the following one family where
the sons and daughters of God will also join the family working unison.
Man will always be part of the family of God, even as his nature is perfected by God's grace

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/can-man-become-god
https://biblethumpingliberal.com/2011/10/28/god-became-man-that-man-might-become-god/
http://www.biblicalcatholic.com/apologetics/a124.htm

“The Son of God became man so that we might become God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church
460).

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/can-man-become-god
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/can-man-become-god
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St. Augustine says,

“He has called men gods, that are deified of His Grace, not born of His Substance. For He does justify,
who is just through His own self, and not of another; and He does deify who is God through Himself,
not by the partaking of another. But He that justifies does Himself deify, in that by justifying He does
make sons of God. “For He has given them power to become the sons of God.” John 1:12 If we have
been made sons of God, we have also been made gods: but this is the effect of Grace adopting, not
of nature generating. For the only Son of God, God, and one God with the Father, Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, was in the beginning the Word, and the Word with God, the Word God. The rest
that are made gods, are made by His own Grace, are not born of His Substance, that they should be
the same as He, but that by favor they should come to Him, and be fellow-heirs with Christ. ( St.
Augustine:Exposition on Psalm 50, 2)”

St. Aquinas says: ’ But the Son did not love the disciples in either of these ways. For he did not love
them to the point of their being gods by nature, nor to the point that they would be united to God so as
to form one person with him. But he did love them up to a similar point: he loved them to the extent
that they would be gods by their participation in grace ‑ “I say, ‘You are gods’” (Ps 82:6); “He has
granted to us precious and very great promises, that through these you may become partakers of the
divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4) ‑ and he loved them to the extent that they would be united to God in
affection: “He who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him” (1 Cor. 6:17); “For those whom
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom 8:29). Thus the
Father communicated to the Son a greater good, with respect to each nature of the Son, than the Son
did to his disciples; yet there is a similarity, as was said. (St. Augustine:Commentary on the Gospel of
John, 1999)

This is what God always expected from his sons, just as every father in all generations expected of
their children, to be perfect and grow into the likeness of the father and mother and join the family as
one group.



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

189



THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

190

CHAPTER NINE
DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTOLOGY

This is the Trinitarian Teaching.

Monarchianism God as one, in contrast to the doctrine of the Trinity

The Monarchianists—stressed the unity of the Godhead. Included in this category are Sabellianism or
modalism, and adoptionism.

But our problem is to explain the incarnation of the Son of God, one of Trinity, a fully God, begotten
from the Father before all creation who was the instrument of all creation. This is what we usually
call Christology.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity
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Variations in the teaching arises upon the two natures
Man and God

in
Incarnation:

http://www.stjohnadulted.org/The_03.htm

http://www.stjohnadulted.org/The_03.htm
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Here is another representation of problem and the position various Christologies.

https://stottilien.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/christological_heresies_in_jesus_human_divine3.jpg

Adoptionism.
The simplest approach is the Adoptionism. Early Christian believers saw Jesus essentially as the
Mesia a person of Royal family who was anointed by God (Christ) for redemption of Israel and then
the whole humanity. In this view, Jesus was an ordinary man who was adopted as the Son of God
and given the authority and power for his work. In adoptionism there was a time when Jesus was not
the Son of God. Divine sonship is not something that Jesus possessed for all time, but something he
attained at this resurrection, or his baptism, or at his birth. In other words, Jesus the man became the
divine Son of God at some point in his life. It negates the Divinity and pre-existence of Jesus as part
of Trinity.

https://stottilien.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/christological_heresies_in_jesus_human_divine3.jpg
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That is exactly what the observers saw.

Rom 1:3-4, a text which is normally regarded as pre-Pauline and containing vestige of an early
adoptionist christology:

“The gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according to the flesh

and
was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness

by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

History saw a man born of the couple Joseph and Mary grow up and was adopted by God at the age
of 30 as a Son of God at the time of Baptism.
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But the problem lies in the details of the birth. It cannot explain the Holy Spirit as the cause of
pregnancy without a man, and the involvement of the angels, the shepherds, the magi, and escape to
Egypt etc. These can be explained only by pre plan in detail.

Doceticism

en.wikipedia.org
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Docetism
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05070c.htm
http://www.earlychristianhistory.info/docet.html

https://relevancy22.blogspot.com/2013/12/is-risen-christ-still-human-how-nicean.html
Gnosticism existed before Christianity and they considered that matter is evil and only Spirit is
Good. If Jesus was God he could not have incarnated in material flesh. So they argued that Jesus
was born in the Spirit and his body was not real material body - not a real body. It was an apparent
body he put on. It was just an illusion.

This heresy arose in the late 1 century, within the Apostolic period, in the days of the Apostle John
and hence John directly confronts this heresy.

It was taught that the Jesus was without birth and without body; that He appeared on earth in a
human form but did not suffer; that it was Simon of Cyrene who was crucified and not Jesus, while
Jesus Himself, in the form of Simon standing by, laughed at His persecutors, and then, incapable of
being held by them, ascended up to heaven, invisible to them all.

The Infancy gospels seems to indicate the docetic theology.
Jesus was born in the womb not through human seed but by the breath of the Angel. Jesus was

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05070c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05070c.htm
http://www.earlychristianhistory.info/docet.html
https://relevancy22.blogspot.com/2013/12/is-risen-christ-still-human-how-nicean.html
https://www.britannica.com/topic/gnosticism
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born from the womb not through the birth channel, but he emerged as a spirit leaving Mary still as a
virgin. Thus the theology of eternal virginity of Virgin Mary is derived from the Gnostic
Docetic Christology.

Justinus, Basilides, and Valentinus were three of the leaders of the Docetic
Theology.

Valentinus was a founder of a Gnostic sect in the first half of the second century. According to
tradition, he studied under Theodas who claimed to be a disciple of the Apostle Paul. Valentinus
thought of Christ as having a pneumatic body which cannot be corrupted by food (i.e. it did not
undergo the natural process of digestion) because He was not subject to corruption.

The Qur'an has a docetic or gnostic Christology,
http://www.answeringmuslims.com/2008/07/irony-of-quransurah-4157-158.html
https://www.islamweb.net/en/fatwa/87468/explanation-of-quran-4157-158
“And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, Allah's messenger — they
slew him not nor crucified him, but it appeared so unto them; and lo! those who disagree concerning it
are in doubt thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a conjecture; they slew him not
for certain. But Allah took him up unto Himself. Allah was ever Mighty, Wise.”
Sura al-Nissa (Women), chapter 4:157–158
(The Qur'an was compiled in the mid-seventh century AD (around 650 CE), corresponding to the
period when docetism was still commonly accepted and taught among some Christian sects.)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qur'an
http://www.answeringmuslims.com/2008/07/irony-of-quransurah-4157-158.html
https://www.islamweb.net/en/fatwa/87468/explanation-of-quran-4157-158
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There are several Non-canonical Christian texts which proposes Docetic Theolgy:

Gospel of Phillip; Second Treatise of the Great Seth; Gnostic Apocalypse of Peter; Gospel of Judas;
Gospel of Peter; Acts of John etc.

Biblical Proof of Christ’s True Humanity
The Apostle John refuted Docetism comprehensively especially in his first epistle where he clearly
argued the corporeality and tangibility of the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 1:1, I4, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.”

l John 1:1-2, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life. For the life was
manifested and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was
with the Father, and was manifested unto us.”

l John 4:1-3, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have
heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.”

2 John 7, “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come
in theflesh.This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”

Jesus had to go through the process of birth and physical growth (Luke 2:41-52).

His body consisted of real human flesh, blood and bones (Heb2:14, Luke 24:39).

His body was subjected to the infirmities of the natural body like hunger (Matt 4:2), thirst (John 19:28),
and tiredness (John 4:6,Matt 8:24).

He was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15).

Jesus the Eternal Logos became a true human being (John 1:14,1 John 1:1-2).

Samosatene/Arian Docetism

Some of the adherents of the Samosatene Doctrine (championed by Arius) were also Docetists by
seperating the Spiritual Jesus and the Physical Jesus. They believed that Jesus Christ was not
actually God, but rather, a man, in whom lived a divine spirit. On the cross just before Jesus died,
that spirit left Him, since nothing divine can die. It was the physical Jesus who cried out: Eli, Eli, lama
sabacthani? Jesus-the-man died.

Ignatius of Antioch was an early post-New Testament writer who vigorously opposed Docetism. He
was martyred in AD 107.

Docetism was condemned as a heresy at the Council of Chalcedon in 451.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Phillip
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Treatise_of_the_Great_Seth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnostic_Apocalypse_of_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Judas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_John
http://www.earlychristianhistory.info/arius.html
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AD 325 The First Council of Nicea: Incarnated Jesus both human and divine
The First Council of Nicaea (325) declared that Christ was divine (homoousios, consubstantial, of one
being or essence, with the Father) and human (was incarnate and became man).
The council condemned Arius and, with reluctance on the part of some, incorporated the
nonscriptural word homoousios (“of one substance”) into a creed to signify the absolute equality of
the Son with the Father. The emperor then exiled Arius.

In the fifth century a heated controversy arose between the sees and theological schools
of Antioch and Alexandria about how divinity and humanity existed in Christ, Antioch stressing the
humanity, the Alexandrians the divinity of Christ.

https://www.stmaryofchicago.org/Article/Details/164
https://www.biblewise.com/bible_study/characters/the-ebionites.php

Ebionites:

Ebionites is a patristic term referring to a "Jewish Christian" sect that existed during the early
centuries of the Common Era. As Abrahamic monotheists embracing an adoptionist theology,, they
regarded Jesus of Nazareth as a righteous man chosen by God to be the Prophet of the Messianic
Age, while rejecting beliefs in his pre-existence, divinity, virgin birth and atoning death.

Ebionites insisted on the necessity of following written Jewish law and rites; only used one, some or
all of the Jewish–Christian gospels, such as the Gospel of the Ebionites, as additional scripture to
the Hebrew Bible; and revered James the Just as leader of the Jerusalem Church, while
rejecting Paul as a false apostle and apostate from the Law.

A heavenly power or angel entered into the man Jesus. Jesus is not fully God, but close to God.

Justin Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho (c. 140). refers to a sect of Jewish Christians, Irenaeus (c. 180)
was probably the first to use the term "Ebionites" In 375, Epiphanius records the settlement of
Ebionites on Cyprus. Epiphanius of Salamis stated that the Ebionites engaged in excessive ritual
bathing, possessed an angelology which claimed that the Christ is a great archangel who was
incarnated in Jesus when he was adopted as the son of God during his baptism, opposed animal

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea
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sacrifice, denied parts of the Law deemed obsolete or corrupt, practiced Jewish vegetarianism and
celebrated a commemorative meal annually at passover only.

The majority of Church Fathers agree that the Ebionites rejected many of the precepts central
to Nicene orthodoxy, such as Jesus' pre-existence, divinity, virgin birth and atoning death. The
Ebionites are described as emphasizing the oneness of God and the humanity of Jesus as the
biological son of Mary and Joseph, who, by virtue of his righteousness, was adopted as the son of
God to be the messianic "Prophet like Moses" (foretold in Deuteronomy 18:14–22) when he
was anointed with the Holy Spirit at his baptism. Origen (Contra Celsum 5.61) and Eusebius
(Historia Ecclesiastica 3.27.3) recognize some variation in the christology of Ebionite groups; for
example, that while all Ebionites denied Jesus' pre-existence, there was a sub-group which did not
deny the virgin birth etc.

AD 431Council of Ephesus: Nestorius condemned: Incarnate Jesus one Physis
Arius maintained that the Logos was the first of the creatures, called into being by God as the agent
or in strument through which he was to make all things. Christ was thus less than God but more than
a human being; he was divine, but he was not God for there is only one God.

Cyril of Alexandria succeeded in having Nestorius, a prominent exponent of the Antiochian school,
condemned at the Council of Ephesus in 431, and insisted on the formula "one physis of the
incarnate Word", claiming that any formula that spoke of two physeis represented Nestorianism.
Some taught that in Christ the human nature was completely absorbed by the divine, leaving only a
divine nature. In 451, the Council of Chalcedon, on the basis of Pope Leo the Great's 449
declaration, defined that in Christ there were two natures united in one person.
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Council of Ephesus (A.D. 449), "Robber Synod." Eutychianism

Eutyches not only attributed but one nature to Christ after his incarnation, but held that Christ's body,
being the body of God, was not identical with the human body. The Monophysites, in distinction, held
that the two natures were so united that, although the "one Christ" was partly human and partly divine,
his two natures became by their union only one nature (Μόνηφύσις). This modification of the
Eutychian doctrine was taught by Dioscorus, the successor of St. Cyril as patriarch of Alexandria. He
presided at the Council of Ephesus (A.D. 449), which considered the opinion of Eutyches, and from
the murderous violence shown by his Egyptian partisans was called "Latrocinium," or "Robber
Synod."

AD 451 Council of Chalcedon: Incarnate Jesus had one nature :The Divine

“Following, then, the holy Fathers, we all unanimously teach that our Lord Jesus Christ is to us One
and the same Son, the Self-same Perfect in Godhead, the Self-same Perfect in Manhood; truly God
and truly Man; the Self-same of a rational soul and body; co-essential with the Father according to the
Godhead, the Self-same co-essential with us according to the Manhood; like us in all things, sin apart;
before the ages begotten of the Father as to the Godhead, but in the last days, the Self-same, for us
and for our salvation (born) of Mary the Virgin Theotokos as to the Manhood; One and the Same
Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten; acknowledged in Two Natures unconfusedly, unchangeably,
indivisibly, inseparably; the difference of the Natures being in no way removed because of the Union,
but rather the properties of each Nature being preserved, and (both) concurring into One Person and
One Hypostasis; not as though He was parted or divided into Two Persons, but One and the Self-
same Son and Only-begotten God, Word, Lord, Jesus Christ; even as from the beginning the
prophets have taught concerning Him, and as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself hath taught us, and as
the Symbol of the Fathers hath handed down to us.”

— Bindley 1899, p. 297

The Definition implicitly addressed a number of popular heretical beliefs.
The reference to "co-essential with the Father" was directed at Arianism;
"co-essential with us" is directed at Apollinarianism;
"Two Natures unconfusedly, unchangeably" refutes Eutychianism;
and "indivisibly, inseparably" is against Nestorianism.

Council of Chalcedon Fourth Ecumenical Council Convened by Emperor Marcian in 451 AD
Repudiated the notion of a single nature in Christ, and declared that he has two natures in one
person Still not accepted by some Eastern churches: Coptic, Ethiopian, Eritrean, Syriac, Indian
Orthodox Church, and Oriental Orthodox who believed Christ embodied the Godhead and manhood
by fully uniting the divine nature with the human nature without blending nor alteration

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theotokos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chalcedonian_Definition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollinarianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eutychianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nestorianism


THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

202

Groups called Monophysite

AD 482: Acephali were Monophysites who in AD 482 broke away from Peter III of Alexandria who
made an agreement with Acacius of Constantinople, sanctioned by Emperor Zeno with
his Henotikon edict that condemned both Nestorius and Eutyches, as the Council of Chalcedon had
done, but ignored that council's decree on the two natures of Christ. They saw this as a betrayal of
the Eutychian form of Monophysitism and refused to be subject to the Patriarch of Alexandria,
preferring to be instead ecclesiastically "without a head" (the meaning of acephali).
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AD 534:Agnoetae, Themistians or Agnosticists, founded by Themistius Calonymus around 534,
held that the nature of Jesus Christ, though divine, was like other men's in all respects, including
limited knowledge. They must be distinguished from a fourth-century group called by the same name,
who denied that God knew the past and the future.

The sect grew out of the dispute between Severus of Antioch and Julian of Halicarnassus concerning
the nature of Christ's body. Julian held the view, termed Aphthartodocetism, that Christ's body was
incorruptible from birth. The followers of Severus, the Severans, rejected this, holding that only after
the Resurrection was Christ's body incorruptible. Around 534, a Severan deacon of Alexandria in
Egypt, Themistius Calonymus, published his views on Christ's knowledge under the title Apology for
Theophilus. Although he saw himself as defending the Severan view, he ended up founding a new
sect.

Themistius' views were based on his exegesis of Mark 13:32 and John 11:34, in which Christ appears
ignorant of the Day of Judgement and of the location of Lazarus' body. Agnoetae could also cite Luke
2:52, in which Christ is said to grow in knowledge. According to Liberatus of Carthage, he also
attributed to Christ the feeling of fear. His interpretations, however, were not widely accepted among
the Monophysites, being notably rejected by Patriarch Timothy IV of Alexandria, who died in
535. Themistius attacked the views of John Philoponus, often considered a tritheist, who attacked his
views in turn.
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AD 553: Duophystism: Second Council of Constantinople Fifth Ecumenical Council Convened by
Byzantine Emperor Justinian I in 553 ADwas Attended by mostly eastern bishops and none from
Rome Confirmed belief that Christ had two natures combined in one person - duophysitism, and were
opposed to monophysitism as promoted by the Oriental Orthodox churches. Duophystism was
a 5th-
century doctrine that Christ had a dual nature, the divine and the human, united perfectly in Him, but
not inextricably blended.

AD 680: monoenergism, monothelitism:Third Council of Constantinople Sixth Ecumenical
Council Convened by Emperor Constantine IV in 680 AD Condemned monoenergism, i.e. that Christ,
though existing in two natures, had one energy (divine and human). Condemned monothelitism, i.e.
that Christ had one will- that there was no opposition in Christ between his human and divine volition.

Monothelitism or monotheletism (from Greek μονοθελητισμός "doctrine of one will") is the view that
Jesus Christ has two natures but only one will. It is contrary to dyothelitism, the christological
doctrine that Jesus Christ has two wills (human and divine) that correspond to his two
natures.Monothelitism is a development of the Neo-Chalcedonian position in the Christological
debates. The doctrine formally emerged in Armenia and Syria in AD 629.Formulated in AD 638, it
enjoyed considerable popularity, even garnering patriarchal support, before being rejected and
denounced as heretical in AD 680, at the Third Council of Constantinople.
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Aphthartodocetae, Phantasiasts or, after their leader Julian of Halicarnassus, Julianists believed
"that the body of Christ, from the very moment of his conception, was incorruptible, immortal and
impassible, as it was after the resurrection, and held that the suffering and death on the cross was a
miracle contrary to the normal conditions of Christ's humanity". Emperor Justinian I wished to have
this teaching adopted as orthodox, but died before he could put his plans into effect.

Apollinarians or Apollinarists, named after Apollinaris of Laodicea (who died in 390) proposed that
Jesus had a normal human body but had a divine mind instead of a regular human soul. This
teaching was condemned by the First Council of Constantinople (381) and died out within a few
decades. Cyril of Alexandria declared it a mad proposal.

Eutychians taught that Jesus had only one nature, a union of the divine and human that is not an
even compound, since what is divine is infinitely larger than what is human: the humanity is absorbed
by and transmuted into the divinity, as a drop of honey, mixing with the water of the sea, vanishes.
The body of Christ, thus transmuted, is not co-substantial homoousios with humankind: In contrast to
Severians, who are called verbal Monophysites, Eutychianists are called real or ontological
Monophysites, and their teaching has been called "an extreme form of the Monophysite heresy that
emphasizes the exclusive prevalence of the divinity in Christ".

Miaphysites are often labelled monophysites, a label that they reject, basing their theology on the
formula of Cyril of Alexandria that spoke of mia (one) physis, not of a mone (lone) physis. and they
distance themselves from and denounce the Eutychian interpretation of monophysitism. Miaphysitism
is the official doctrine of the Oriental Orthodox Churches, who hold that the one hypostasis of Christ is
fully divine and fully human, so that Christ became a real and perfect Man in body, mind, and soul
without ever ceasing to be God,

Monophysitism (monophysite controversy, 3rd-8th c.) After the union of the divine and the human in
the historical incarnation, Jesus Christ had only a single nature. This was established at the Council

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphthartodocetae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phantasiasts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_of_Halicarnassus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justinian_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollinarianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollinaris_of_Laodicea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eutychianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homoousios
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miaphysitism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodox_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monophysitism


THE INFANCYGOSPELS OF JESUS CHRIST & THE PROBLEM OF INCARNATION: PROF.M.M.NINAN___

206

of Chalcedon in 451. " in the person of the incarnated Word (that is, in Jesus Christ) there was only
one nature—the divine"

Miaphysitism (Oriental Orthodox churches) In the person of Jesus Christ, divine nature and human
nature are united in a compound nature ("physis")

Dyophysitism (Chalcedonian Creed) Christ maintained two natures, one divine and one human,
after the Incarnation

Severians accepted the reality of Christ's human nature to the extent of insisting that his body was
capable of corruption, but argued that, since a single person has a single nature and Christ was one
person, not two, he had only a single nature. Agreeing in substance, though not in words, with the
Definition of Chalcedon, Severians are known also as verbal Monophysites.
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