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FOREWORD
I have tried to put the story of James the Great and his
brother John the Evangelist in historical perspective of the concept
of Kingdom of God. Jesus was the heir to the throne of David and
James and John were cousins of Jesus along with John the Baptist.
The whole "The Kingdom of God is at hand", and "Kingdom of God
is upon you" messages encoded a conspiracy to overthrow the
Roman Empire and to establish the YHVH based Kingdom. At least
this was what the sons of thunder understood.
But as the great mystery of incarnation gradually set in the whole
mission of these two cousins changed. What did they do? This is
the study. I have just collected together relevant scattered materials
for any serious student of the Bible as a study resource.
M.M.Ninan
San Jose, CA
January, 2013
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Sons of Zebedee
James and John two brothers, sons of Zebedees who along with
Peter and Andrew were called into full time ministry by Jesus from
the shores of Galilee.
“As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen”
(Mark 1: 16).
Simon and Andrew decided to follow Jesus. The story continues:
“When He had gone a little farther, He saw James son of Zebedee
and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay
He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with
the hired men and followed Him” (Mark 1: 19-20).
Like Peter and Andrew, James and John were also disciples of John
the baptist and followed Jesus after the announcement of John the
Baptist that Jesus was the "Lamb of God, that take away the sins of
the world."
Zebedee
James the Apostle and John the Evangelist were brothers.
Their father, Zebedee,( Matt. 4:21; 20:20; 27:56; Mark 1:20. )was
clearly a man of wealth and influence. From the acquaintance
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between the apostle John and Annas the high priest, (John 18:15) we
could expect Zebedees to be of aristocratic circumstances. Zebedee
and Sons owned probably several fishing yachts and were in
partnership with Yona and sons (Peter and Andrew) in business. As
such they inherited the profession of fishing. Zebedee (Greek:
Ζεβεδαῖος, Zebedaios, Greek word #2199 in Strong's; Hebrew:
זְבַדְ י ָה, Zebadyah, Hebrew word #2069 in Strong's), although named
several times in the gospels, the only times he actually appears are in
Matthew 4:21-22 and Mark 1:20, where he left the boat after Jesus
called James and John. Mark notes that Zebedee was left with the
"hired men". Zebedees lived at or near Bethsaida. They were
themselves wealthy owning fishing yachts and servants.
According to tradition James, the older of the two apostle sons of
Zebedee, was thirty years old when he became an apostle. He was
married, had four children, and lived near his parents in the outskirts
of Capernaum.
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Hans von Kulmbach, Mary Salome and Zebedee with their Sons
James the Greater and John the Evangelist, c. 1511.
Strongs #2199: Zebedaiov Zebedaios

Zebedee = "my gift"
Salome = "Peaceful"
We are told that Zebedee's wife was Salome (Matthew 27:56; Mark
15:40) who was a follower of Jesus and appears in the critical times
of the life of Jesus indicating that she has a special relation with
Jesus.
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Mark 15:40 names the women present at the crucifixion as
"Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and
of Joses, and Salome",
the parallel passage in Matthew 27:56 has "Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of
Zebedee's children.".
Now add this: "Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother
(Mary), and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene." (John 19:25)
Thus we have these comparisons:
Mark 15:40 (1) Mary Magdalene, and (2) Mary the mother of James
the Less and of Joses (Mrs. Mary Cleopas), and (3) Salome
Matthew 27:56 (1) Mary Magdalene, and (2) Mary the mother of
James and Joses (Mrs. Mary Cleopas), and the (3) mother of
Zebedee's children (Mrs. Zebedee)."
This will identify Salome as the mother of Zebedee's children, i.e.,
Mrs Salome Zebedee
Now John 19:25 gives His mother (which is Mrs. Mary Joseph),
and His mother's sister (?), Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene.
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Syriac "Peshito" gives the reading: "His mother and his mother's
sister, and Mary of Cleophas and Mary Magdalen." If this last
supposition is right, Salome was a sister of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
"among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee." (Matthew
27:56 RSV)
This establishes the relationship Jesus and the brothers James and
John were first cousins, children of two sisters.

Putting the accounts together we have to conclude that Mary had a
sister Salome who was married to Zebedee and was the mother of
the apostles James and John.
Salome was Mary's sister, Jesus' aunt and John's mother. Jesus and
James and John were cousins. Thus we see four cousins (including
John Zachariah the baptist)in the David's Kingdom story.
I have elsewhere shown that Jesus Joseph was the rightful heir to the
throne of David by legal heritage through Joseph, and also by
through Mary (See my study on the Genealogy of Jesus) direct
descendant in flesh. His cousin John Zachariah the Baptist was
5
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again in the line of David through his mother Elizabeth though his
father was of Aaronic descent making his possibly both Priest and
King (making the jewish High Priest think that he was the mesia).
Now we see that both James Zebedee and John Zebedee were also
of royal descent of david through Salome, who was the sister of
Mary the mother of Jesus. While all the four were rightful Kings in
the line of David only Jesus had the legal right(through Joseph) as
well as lineal right (through his mother). As such those who lived at
the time knew very well that Jesus was indeed the lawful legal King
of the lineage of David, if Rome did not take over the land. The fact
is these cousins knew what they were doing and what they were
upto. This will make many of the later events some sense.
Catholic Encyclopaedia puts this as follows:
"Some authors, comparing John 19:25 with Matthew 28:56 and
Mark 15:40, identify, and probably rightly so, Mary the Mother of
James the Less and of Joseph in Mark and Matthew with "Mary of
Cleophas" in John. As the name of Mary Magdalen occurs in the
three lists, they identify further Salome in Mark with "the mother of
the sons of Zebedee" in Matthew; finally they identify Salome with
"his mother's sister" in John. They suppose, for this last
identification, that four women are designated by John 19:25; the
Syriac "Peshito" gives the reading: "His mother and his mother's
sister, and Mary of Cleophas and Mary Magdalen." If this last
supposition is right, Salome was a sister of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and James the Greater and John were first cousins of the Lord; this
may explain the discipleship of the two brothers, Salome's request
6
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and their own claim to the first position in His kingdom, and His
commendation of the Blessed Virgin to her own nephew. But it is
doubtful whether the Greek admits of this construction without the
addition or the omission of kai (and). Thus the relationship of St.
James to Jesus remains doubtful."
Richard Bauckham in his book, “Gospel Women,” presents a
possible alternative of points to historical traditions and works that
claimed Salome was Jesus’ sister by Joseph from a previous
marriage. . Cleopas is the brother of Joseph and both married girls
by the name Mary. Later Christian literature like Protevangelium of
James 19:3-20:4; Gospel of Philip 59:6-11; Epiphanius, Pan. 78.8.1;
78.9.6. gives the names Mary and Salome to sisters of Jesus. This
would make James and John (the Zebedees) as nephews to Jesus

At any rate all these people were close family and were certainly
knit together. This will explain the following later events.
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•

After Andrew and Simon this two (James and John) were
called by Jesus as they worked with their father in a fishing
boat on the Sea of Galilee. Without argument or discussion,
James and John left their boat and even their father behind,
and followed Jesus to become “fishers of men”. After all
they were all in this for a long time as families. It was not
an abrupt call. This family was following the Jewish
mesianic expectation and were closely monitoring the Jesus
movement and were very much aware of their position in the
Mesanic Kingdom. They understood this as a revolutionary
take over of the Davidic Kingdom from the Roman
Foreigners. This will explain why James and John left
without a murmer at the call from Jesus and why Zebedee
accepted the call of his children without a question. Was
there a royal conspiracy?

•

At the cross, Jesus entrusted his mother’s care to John - John
being already her nephew and John’s own mother being
present. Mary at the cross had the support of her sister and it
was mother and son Salome and John who took Mary home
afterwards. The three are missing from those named as
present at the burial. Nor were Mary and John at the tomb on
Easter morning, although Salome went there with the other
women.

•

Looking back to the earlier occasion when the mother of
James and John appears, it was she who came to Jesus with
the request that her sons be given places of honour in His
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kingdom - seats on His right and His left (Matthew 20:20-28
Mark 10:35-45). If they were His cousins, this request
suddenly appears in its true light. Jesus’ own brother’s had
not, at that time, joined His following. They were thinking
about the reestablishment of the Kingdom of Judah liberated
from Rome. .
Jesus gave a special name: "Boanerges" (Sons of Thunder) for
James and John

Jesus nicknamed the two brothers "sons of thunder" (Mark 3:17)
perhaps meaning that they were headstrong, hot-tempered, and
impulsive and strong for the re-establishment of the Kingdom.
This assessment is borne out in the following occasions
•

And John, answering, said: Master, we saw a certain man
casting out devils in your name: and we forbade him,
because he follows not with us. And Jesus said to him:
Forbid him not: for he that is not against you is for you.
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(Luke 9:49-50) They simply thought it hampers the take
over of power if some one else is in the field.

•

And he sent messengers before his face: and going, they
entered into a city of the Samaritans, to prepare for him. And
they received him not, because his face was of one going to
Jerusalem. And when his disciples, James and John, had seen
this, they said: Lord, will you that we command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them? And turning, he
rebuked them, saying: you know not of what spirit you are.
The Son of man came not to destroy souls, but to save. And
they went into another town. (Luke 9:52-56)

•

James the son of Zebedee and his brother John were among
the twelve disciples of Jesus and were within the inner three
- the third outsider was Peter.

•

They, together with Peter, were privileged to behold the
Transfiguration (Mat 17:1-2),

•

to witness the healing of Peter's mother-in-law ( Mat 8:1415))

•

the raising of the daughter of Jairus ((Mark 5:21–43,
Matthew 9:18–26, Luke 8:40–56).),

•

Jesus took them with him in the garden of Gethsemane on
the night before His death (Mat 26:37-38).
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In due course Jesus was able to teach them to the higher purpose for
which they were called and how the Kingdom of God is based on
the principles of servanthood. Jesus explained to them how the
Kingdom of God is the upside down Kingdom of the World. It's
not about domination and control. It's about love and sacrifice.
Once they have seen the power of love on the cross and subsequent
resurrection power the James was the thundering lightning with a
different hope and struggle.
James, John and Peter followed Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane.
(Mark 14:33).
James was with the other disciples who saw the risen Lord. (John
21:1-2).
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http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/299854/SaintJames gives the following description:
"Saint James, also called James, son of Zebedee, or James the
Greater (born , Galilee, Palestine—died 44 ce, Jerusalem; feast day
July 25), one of the Twelve Apostles, distinguished as being in
Jesus’ innermost circle and the only apostle whose martyrdom is
recorded in the New Testament (Acts 12:2).
James and his younger brother, the apostle St. John, are designated
Boanerges (from the Greek boanerges), or “sons of thunder” (Mark
3:17), perhaps because of their characteristic fiery zeal (Mark 9:38,
Luke 9:54). With Saints Peter and Andrew, James and John were the
first four disciples whom Jesus called (Mark 1:16–19) and whose
question (“Tell us, when will this [the end of time] be, and what will
be the sign when these things are all to be accomplished?”) sparks
Jesus’ eschatological discourse in Mark 13."
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Apostle James

James the Greater
Jacobus Major; James the Great
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This James is the brother of John the Evangelist and the son of
Zebedee and Salome.
James is called James the Greater (meaning “The Older” or “The
Taller”or "Big") to distinguish him from all the other Jameses in the
Bible, especially from fellow-apostle James who is called "the
Less" (meaning “The Younger” or “The Shorter” or "Small"). There
are at least five Jameses in the New Testament and this appellation
was necessary to distinguish between others. Here are the five:
1. James Son of Zebedee: Early Disciples of Jesus (This is James the
Great, James the Major)
2. James Brother of Jesus: Leader of the church in Jerusalem
3. James Son of Mary: The Marys at the tomb.
4. James Son of Alphaeus: A Tax Collector?
5. James Son or Brother of Judas/Jude
The name James
The English name "James" comes from Italian "Giacomo", a variant
of "Giacobo" derived from Iacobus (Jacob) in Latin,
Greek Ἰάκωβος (Yaacob).
In French, Jacob is translated "Jacques".
In eastern Spain, Jacobus became "Jacome" or "Jaime";
in Catalunya, it became Jaume,
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in western Iberia it became "Iago", from Hebrew יַעֲק ֹב, which when
prefixed with "Sant" became "Santiago" in Portugal and Galicia;
"Tiago" is also spelled "Diego", which is also the Spanish name of
Saint Didacus of Alcalá.
The Spanish form of "James" is "Diego" or "Iago".
In most languages, "James" and "Jacob" are identical. Where
English Bible has "James," a Greek Bible has Iakwbos.
According unreliable tradition, following Pentecost, St. James
preached in Spain, and upon his return to Jerusalem the Jews would
argue with him vehemently concerning the Holy Scriptures. None
could withstand his wisdom.
Following the Pentecost the disciples shared the world between
them. Big James left for the Iberian Peninsula where he is reported
to have stayed for approximately 2 years.
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The martyrdom of St. James the Greater
James was the first of the Twelve to suffer martyrdom, and the only
one of the Twelve whose death is recorded in the New Testament.
Apparently James stayed in Jerusalem and led the Church as it took
shape. There are traditions that speak of missionary journey of
James to Spain. Finally, shortly before Passover (Acts 12), James
was beheaded by order of King Herod Agrippa I. Apparently this
was a heritage of Herod.
This Herod Agippa I was
•

the grandson of Herod the Great (who tried to kill the infant
Jesus--Matthew 2),

•

nephew of Herod Antipas (who killed John the Baptist-Mark 6--and examined Jesus on Good Friday--Luke 23), and

•

father of Herod Agrippa II (who heard the defence of Paul
before Festus--Acts 25).

And at the same time, Herod the king stretched forth his hands, to
afflict some of the church. And he killed James, the brother of John,
with the sword. (Acts 12:1-2)
"James lived his life to the full, and when the end came, he bore
himself with such grace and fortitude that even his accuser and
informer, who attended his trial and execution, was so touched that
he rushed away from the scene of James's death to join himself to
the disciples of Jesus. "~ The Urantia Book, (139:3.1)
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Because it was not allowed to bury the enemiess in the land, after
James was martyred, all the remains of Saint James the Great were
taken to Compostela in Spain, by his followers docking at the port
town of Iria Flavia (now Padron). From there they took his body, by
cart, to a burial spot close to some old Celtic ruins in an area known
as Libredon. There they found a suitable burial ground. Two of his
aides remained to guard his mortal remains and were, after their
deaths, interned either side of him.
In 44 AD he returned to Jerusalem Herod Agrippa I, son of
Aristobulus and grandson of Herod the Great, reigned at that time as
"king" over a wider dominion than that of his grandfather. His great
object was to please the Jews in every way, and he showed great
regard for the Mosaic Law and Jewish customs. In pursuance of this
policy, on the occasion of the Passover of A.D. 44, he perpetrated
cruelties upon the Church.
James was imprisoned and later killed by king Herod by the sword
when Herod tried to bring evil to bear on the church that was
established on the foundation of Jesus Christ. This was during the
Days of Unleavened Bread.
"He killed James, the brother of John, with the sword." (Acts 12:12).
According to a tradition, which, as we learn from Eusebius (Hist.
Eccl., II, ix, 2, 3), was received from Clement of Alexandria (in the
seventh book of his lost "Hypotyposes"), the accuser who led the
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Apostle to judgment, moved by his confession, became himself a
Christian, and they were beheaded together. Clement asserts that
the account was given to him "by those who were before him".
However regarding the tradition of James the Great's ministry in
Spain, the Catholic Encyclopaedia states:
"St. James in Spain
The tradition asserting that James the Greater preached the Gospel
in Spain, and that his body was translated to Compostela, claims
more serious consideration.
According to this tradition St. James the Greater, having preached in
Spain, returned to Judea where he was put to death by order of
Herod; his body was miraculously translated to Iria Flavia in the
northwest of Spain, and later to Compostela, which town, especially
during the Middle Ages, became one of the most famous places of
pilgrimage in the world. The vow of making a pilgrimage to
Compostela to honour the sepulchre of St. James is still reserved to
the pope, who alone of his own or ordinary right can dispense from
it. In the twelfth century was founded the Order of Knights of St.
James of Compostela.
With regard to the preaching of the Gospel in Spain by St. James the
greater, several difficulties have been raised:
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•

St. James suffered martyrdom A.D. 44 (Acts 12:2), and,
according to the tradition of the early Church, he had not
yet left Jerusalem at this time (cf. Clement of Alexandria,
Stromata VI; Apollonius, quoted by Eusebius, Church
History VI.18).

•

St. Paul in his Epistle to the Romans (A.D. 58) expressed
the intention to visit Spain (Romans 15:24) just after he
had mentioned (15:20) that he did not "build upon another
man's foundation."

•

The argument ex silentio: although the tradition that James
founded an Apostolic see in Spain was current in the year
700, no certain mention of such tradition is to be found in
the genuine writings of early writers nor in the early
councils; the first certain mention we find in the ninth
century, in Notker, a monk of St. Gall (Martyrol., 25 July),
Walafried Strabo (Poema de XII Apost.), and others.

The tradition was not unanimously admitted afterwards, while
numerous scholars reject it. The Bollandists however defended it
(see Acta Sanctorum, July, VI and VII, where other sources are
given).
St. James in Spain
Following the Spanish tradition of the ministry of James the Greater
in Spain, it is asserted that his body was later taken to Compostela
from Jerusalem following the execution.
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The authenticity of the sacred relic of Compostela has been
questioned and is still doubted. Even if St. James the Greater did not
preach the Christian religion in Spain, his body may have been
brought to Compostela, and this was already the opinion of Notker.
According to another tradition, the relics of the Apostle are kept in
the church of St-Saturnin at Toulouse (France), but it is not
improbable that such sacred relics should have been divided
between two churches. A strong argument in favour of the
authenticity of the sacred relics of Compostela is the Bull of Leo
XIII, "Omnipotens Deus," of 1 November, 1884."

Panel with scenes from the life of St. James in the Cathedral of
Santiago.
From left, Our Lord calls St. James;
preaching in Spain;
visiting Our Lady in Ephesus;
his martyrdom;
his body translated by boat to Compostela
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Centuries later the Moors forced their way into Ibiza and took over
the entire peninsula, in 711. Nobody thought about Saint James’
remains, or his grave. It was not until the ninth century rumour was
spread that the grave of Saint James the apostle was in Northern
Spain. It was Charles The Great who conquered the grave of the
“unbeliever” and demanded large pilgrimages to Compostela. A
chapel was built above James remains. Soon after this chapel
becomes to small and a new and much larger Church was built. This
Church was consecrated in 889. This church remained standing for
approximately a century until 997 when Moos burnt de church
down. Saint James’ tomb had become the centre of small town,
Santiago de Compostela. Flavia, the Bishop of Iria took up his
holiday residence there, much to the good of Compostela. It was
time to build a new Cathedral, this Cathedral still stands. The
Cathedral of Santiago. This was finally blessed in 1211.
As the years, decades and centuries passed, all record and memory
of Saint James’ burial spot was lost or muddied. Today this seems
hard to believe, but Hispania was constantly at war and under
foriegn occupation. In the years immediately following his death,
Rome oppressed and persecuted followers of Christianity and, in
later centuries, the Barbarians and Moors invaded and sacked parts
of what is now Spain, even extending up to Galicia.
By the eighth century, all that remained of St. James’ grave were
stories and folk lore that suggested his remains lay near a place
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known as Libredon. His physical resting point was however lost,
probably buried or overgrown after centuries of neglect.
A small church was first built over the tomb of St. James shortly
after it was discovered in 819 AD. This was destroyed by alMansur's Moorish army in 997, though Almansor left the relics of
the Apostle undisturbed. He did, however, force Santiago's citizens
to carry the bells of the tower to the mosque in Cordoba (they have
since been returned).
Despite its Baroque facade, the present cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela is predominantly Romanesque; in fact, one of the finest
Romanesque churches in Spain. Construction began in 1060 in the
reign of Alfonso VI and was completed in 1211.

Santiago de Compostela Cathedral
Various elements were added in later centuries, culminating in the
dramatic Baroque transformation of the exterior in the 16th-18th
22
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centuries. The interior of the cathedral, however, retains its pure
Early Romanesque style.

The remains of St. James, the raison d'être of the cathedral, were lost
in 1700 after being hidden before an English invasion. Fortunately,
they were rediscovered during building work in 1879.
Actually, three skeletons were found, presumed to be James and two
of his disciples. The one belonging to the Apostle was identified
23
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thanks to a church in Tuscany, which possessed a piece of his skull
that exactly fitted a gap in one of the discovered skulls. The identity
was confirmed in 1884 by Pope Leo XIII and reinforced by John
Paul II's visit in 1982.

The tomb of Saint James in Santiago de Compostela cathedral

The legends
According to a tradition that can be traced back at least to the 12th
century, when it was recorded in the Codex Calixtinus, Saint James
decided to return to Holy Land after preaching in Galicia. There he
was beheaded, but his disciples managed to get his body to Jaffa,
where they found a marvelous stone ship which miraculously
conduced them and the apostle's body to Iria Flavia, back in Galicia.
There, the disciples asked for permission to earthen the body to the
local pagan queen, Lupa ('She-wolf'); she, annoyed, decided to
deceive them, sending them to pick a pair of oxen she allegedly had
24
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by the Pico Sacro, a local sacred mountain where a dragon dwelt,
hoping that the dragon would kill the Christians, but as soon as the
beast attacked the disciples, at the sight of the cross, the dragon
exploded. Then the disciples marched to pick the oxen, which were
actually wild bulls which the queen used to punish her enemies; but
again, at the sight of the Christian's cross, the bulls calmed down,
and after being subjected to a yoke they carried the apostle's body to
the place where now Compostela is. The legend was again referred
with minor changes by the Czech traveller Jaroslav Lev of Rožmitál,
in the 15th century.

Depiction of Saint James in the 12th century Codex Calixtinus
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The relics were said to have been later rediscovered in the 9th
century by a hermit named Pelagius, who after observing strange
lights in a local forest went for help after the local bishop,
Theodemar of Iria, in the west of Galicia. The legend affirms that
Theodemar was then guided to the spot by a star, drawing upon a
familiar myth-element, hence "Compostela" was given an
etymology as a corruption of Campus Stellae, "Field of Stars."
In the 15th century still it was preserved in the Cathedral of Santiago
de Compostela the banner which guided the Galician armies to
battle, red, in the centre Saint James riding a white horse and
wearing a white cloak, sword in hand: The legend of the miraculous
armed intervention of Saint James, disguised as a white knight to
help the Christians when battling the Muslims, was a recurrent myth
during the High Middle Ages.
On the Translation of the body of the Apostle James, son of
Zebedee to Compostela in Spain
http://people.bu.edu/dklepper/RN307/stjames.html
Jacobus de Voragine. The Golden Legend. Transl. Granger Ryan and Helmut
Ripperger. New York: Arno Press, 1969. Pp. 368-73.

...after the apostle's death, his disciples, in fear of the Jews, placed
his body in a boat at night, embarked with him, although the boat
had neither rudder not steersman, and set sail, trusting to the
providence of God to determine the place of his burial. And the
angels guided the boat to the shores of Galicia in Spain, where there
26
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was a queen whose name was Lupa, a name which means she-wolf,
and which she well deserved by her life.

The disciples laid the body of the apostle on a great stone, which
immediately softened as if it were wax, and shaped itself into a
sarcophagus fitted to his body. The disciples went to Queen Lupa
and said to her: "Our Lord Jesus Christ sends thee the body of His
disciple, that thou mayest welcome in death him whom thou wouldst
not welcome alive!" And they narrated to her the miracle whereby
they had come thither without a rudder nor a steersman, and
besought her to appoint a place for the burial of the saint.

Then, as John Beleth relates, she guilefully sent them to the king of
Spain, a most cruel man, with the pretext of seeking his permission
for the saint's burial; and the king arrested them and threw them into
prison. But in the night, when he had gone to rest, an angel opened
the prison doors and set them free. As soon as he learned this, the
king sent soldiers in pursuit of them; but just as these soldiers were
crossing a bridge, the bridge collapsed and the soldiers were
drowned. At this report, the king feared for himself and his people,
and repented. He sent other men to search for James's disciples, and
to say to them that if they would return, he would refuse them
nothing that they asked. They therefore went back, and converted
the whole city to the faith of Christ.

Then they returned to Lupa, to make known to her the kings's assent.
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The queen was sore distraught at these tidings, and answered: "I
have oxen in a mountain place. Take them and yoke them, and carry
your master's body whither you will, and build him a tomb!" All this
she said in wolfish cunning, for she knew that the oxen were really
untamed and savage bulls, and thus she thought that they could not
be yoked or harnessed, or if they were harnessed, they would run
away, and destroy the car and throw the body to the ground, and kill
the disciples.
But no guile avails against God. The disciples, unaware of the
queen's ruse, went up into the mountain, where first they
encountered a dragon which belched fire; but they held a cross
before him, and he was cloven asunder. Then they made the sign of
the cross over the bulls, and they became as meek as lambs, allowed
themselves to be yoked, and although no man guide them, they drew
the saint's body, with the stone in which it was laid, straight into the
middle of the queen's palace. Seeing this, the queen was dismayed,
believed in Christ, transformed her palace into a church of Saint
James, and endowed it munificently. And she passed the rest of her
life in doing good works.
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The symbols of St. James:

Originally St. James was depicted as an old man and Apostle. Up
until the 12th century he was only recognized having general apostle
attributes: "The Bible". The sword was the next addition to firstly
remind us that he was beheaded and later as a symbol of patron
Saint of warriors, knights and fighting men. This sword is often to
be seen as a St. James cross, which is a red cross shaped sword
where the short arms end with a dagger form in lilies with St. James
in the middle. Since the middle ages, he is also depicted as a pilgrim
father with a large walking stick, bottle of water and St. James ship.
One legend tells us how a knight with his runaway horse fell into the
sea and asked St. James for help. The knight remained afloat and
when got ashore, he discovered that he was covered with shells. St.
James’ shells are to be found on the Spanish North western coast at
Galicie.
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The cockleshell is an emblem of the apostle Saint James the Great.
The story is told that when Saint James’ remains were taken by boat
to Spain, a man was riding his horse on the beach. The horse saw the
boat and plunged into the sea, with its rider, making for the boat.
They sank but then rose again, covered with scallop shells. The
scallop edged shell is used to line the way on the Camino de
Santiago roads in Spain. In times past it was used to take water for
drinking from streams on the way. Thousands of pilgrims walk the
Camino de Santiago each year.
The Way of St. James or St. James' Way (Spanish: El Camino de
Santiago, Galician: O Camiño de Santiago, French: Chemins de
Saint-Jacques-de-Compostelle, German: Jakobsweg, Basque: Done
Jakue bidea) is the pilgrimage route to the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela in Galicia in northwestern Spain, where tradition has it
that the remains of the apostle Saint James are buried.
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Apostle John

Apostle John
John the Apostle (Aramaic Yoħanna, Koine Greek Ἰωάννης) (c. AD
6 – c. 100) was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. When he
became an apostle, John was only twenty-four years old and was the
youngest of the twelve. He was unmarried and lived with his parents
at Bethsaida; He was the son of Zebedee and Salome and brother of
James the Great. Salome was probably the sister of Mary, Mother
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of Jesus making James and John as first cousins of Jesus. Another
tradition has it that Salome was the sister of Jesus as explained
earlier. In that case John was a nephew of Jesus. John was the
youngest of the disciples and was the disciple whom Jesus loved.
Christian tradition holds that he outlived all the apostles—all of
whom suffered martyrdom (except Judas Iscariot)—and ultimately
died of natural causes "in great old age in Ephesus" at the beginning
of the second century. The Church Fathers consider him the same
person as John the Evangelist, John of Patmos, and the Beloved
Disciple.
The Church Fathers generally identify him as the author of five
books in the New Testament: the Gospel of John, Three Epistles of
John, and the Book of Revelation. The Gospel according to John
differs considerably from the synoptic gospels, likely written
decades earlier than John's Gospel. The bishops of Asia Minor
supposedly requested him to write his gospel to deal with the heresy
of the Ebionites, who asserted that Christ did not exist before Mary.
John's gospel stand apart from other gospel in presenting Jesus as
the Word of God which took flesh and dwelt among man to save
mankind. His Christology is summarised in his first verses:
(Joh 1:1-14)
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through him; and without him was not anything
made that hath been made.
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In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in the darkness; and the darkness apprehended it not. .....
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the
world knew him not. He came unto his own, and they that were his
own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he
the right to become children of God, even to them that believe on
his name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), full of grace
and truth. "
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John thus presents Jesus as God who existed before the creation one
in essence with the God who incarnated as a human being for the
redemption of Mankind and bring back the Kingdom based on Love
and Servanthood. This is exactly what he has learnt from Jesus
when he wanted to sit at the right hand of Jesus when he becomes
the King of the world on David's line. John's vision was one that
rose beyond the world into the realms beyond the material and
mental into the spiritual and beyond. The culmination of this vision
is found in the Revelation when Jesus makes all things new.
As such the symbol of John the Apostle is usually given as the high
flying Eagle.

John probably knew of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke
and spoke about the worldly mission of Jesus. Around 600,
however, Sophronius of Jerusalem noted that "two epistles bearing
his name ... are considered by some to be the work of a certain John
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the Elder" and, while stating that Revelation was written by John on
Patmos, it was “later translated by Justin Martyr and Irenaeus”,
presumably in an attempt to reconcile tradition with the obvious
differences in Greek style. There is a difference in the style of
Revelation narrative in contrast to the letters of John. This is
essentially because like many authors in those days John employed
secretaries often called scribes whose personal styles influenced the
final documents. John perhaps employed different scribes for his
different works who wrote what was dictated by John in their
literary style. Hence literary analysis cannot be used to negate the
authenticity of the epistles.
Some modern scholars have raised the possibility that John the
Apostle, John the Evangelist, and John of Patmos were three
separate individuals. Certain lines of evidence suggest that John of
Patmos wrote Revelation but neither the Gospel of John nor the
Epistles of John. For one, the author of Revelation identifies himself
as "John" several times, but the author of the Gospel of John never
identifies himself directly. Some Catholic scholars state that
"vocabulary, grammar, and style make it doubtful that the book
could have been put into its present form by the same person(s)
responsible for the fourth gospel".
John shared the title "Sons of Thunder" along with his brother
James. Like his elder brother James he was one of the inner three
disciples who were with Jesus in the crucial events.
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•

Peter, James and John were the only witnesses of the raising
of Daughter of Jairus (Mk 5:37)

•

All three also witnessed the Transfiguration in the mountain
(Mt. 17:1) ,

•

and these same three witnessed the Agony in Gethsemane of
Jesus . (Mt. 26:37)

•

Apart from the above Jesus sent the special two - John and
Peter - into the city to make the preparation for the final
Passover meal (the Last Supper). (Lk 22:8)

•

At the meal itself, the "disciple whom Jesus loved" sat next
to Jesus and leaned onto his chest. Tradition identifies this
disciple as Saint John (Jn 13: 23-25).

•

After the arrest of Jesus, Peter and the "other disciple"
(according to Sacred Tradition, John) followed him into the
palace of the high-priest. (Jn 18:15). It was John who got
Peter into the Palace court yard because of his influence
with Palace.

John indeed was very close to Jesus and was with Jesus at the foot
of cross even when all the other disciples fled the scene. Since John
was either the youngest first cousin or nephew of Jesus, Jesus
entrusted the care of his mother to John, who took her with him and
took care of her until her death. They lived in Ephesus where John
served for a long time.
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Soon after Jesus’ Ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost, John, clothed with power from above, together with
Peter, took a prominent part in the founding of the church.
•

He is with Peter at the healing of the lame man in the
Temple. (Act 3:1)

•

With Peter he is also thrown into prison. (Act 4:3)

•

He is also with Peter visiting the newly converted in
Samaria. (Acts 8:14)

Russian Orthodox icon of the Apostle and Evangelist John the
Theologian, 18th century (Iconostasis of Transfiguration Church,
Kizhi Monastery, Karelia, Russia).
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According to tradition, John and the other Apostles remained some
12 years in this first field of labor, until the persecution of Herod
Agrippa I which led to the scattering of the Apostles through the
various provinces of the Roman Empire. (ACt 12:1-17)
As the first Apostolic Council was held in AD 51 to determine the
procedure for the validation of the Gentile churches, Paul refers of
Peter and James the brother of Jesus and John still in Jerusalem.
(Gal 2:9)
(Gal 2:9) "and when they perceived the grace that was given unto

me, James and Cephas and John, they who were reputed to be
pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship, that
we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto the circumcision"
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Before Jesus ascended, he charged John with watching over the
newly established Church. He was then established as a pillar at the
Church of Jerusalem.
While dying on the cross, he asked John to take care of Mary, his
mother, a duty which John fulfilled even after Christ's resurrection
up until her death. John left Jerusalem and came to Ephesus, one of
the biggest and safest cities of its time (capital of the Asia Minor
province of the Roman Empire), and built a small hut for Virgin
Mary just outside Ephesus in order to protect her from the nonChristian community of Ephesus.
At the time of his death on the cross, John was the only apostle
present. Jesus told his disciples how they would meet their end with
the exception of John and this irked Peter.
Joh 21:20-23 Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus
loved following; who also leaned back on his breast at the supper,
and said, Lord, who is he that betrayeth thee? Peter therefore seeing
him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith
unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?
Follow thou me. This saying therefore went forth among the
brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto
him, that he should not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come,
what is that to thee?
In due course Herod killed James the brother of John the Beloved
with the sword. when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded
to arrest Peter also. Traditionally John took Mother Mary with him
to Ephesus where he stayed till his death. (Some tradition have it
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that he stayed with Mary in Jerusalem till her death. According to
this tradition John moved to Ephesus only after the death of Mary.)
http://www.ephesus.us/ephesus/houseofvirginmary.htm
http://www.cromwell-intl.com/travel/turkey/maryemana/

House of Apostle John where he cared for Virgin Mary in Ephesus
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Insidee the house today. During excavations coal and household
utensils were found dating to the 1st century AD.

A statue near the entrance to the House
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Key-hole shaped Baptismal Font in the compound of John's house in
Ephesus

In 54 AD, Mary the mother of Jesus died and was buried. and so
John fulfilled his duty of caring for her until the very end. It was
said that when they opened the tomb her body was gone. Catholic
tradition says she rose from the dead and ascended into Heaven with
both body and soul intact in what is called the Assumption of Mary,
however others say her body was taken away lest it become an idol.
John and Mary Magdalene went north and visited the churches that
were established along the way. They travel as far as Asia Minor
and settle in Ephesus.
"John traveled much, labored incessantly, and after becoming bishop
of the Asia churches, settled down at Ephesus. He directed his
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associate, Nathan, in the writing of the so-called "Gospel according
to John," at Ephesus, when he was ninety-nine years old. Of all the
twelve apostles, John Zebedee eventually became the outstanding
theologian. He died a natural death at Ephesus in A.D. 103 when he
was one hundred and one years of age." ~ The Urantia Book,
(139:4.1)

In art, John as the presumed author of the Gospel is often depicted
with an eagle, which symbolizes the height he rose to in the first
chapter of his gospel. In Orthodox icons, he is often depicted
looking up into heaven and dictating his Gospel (or the Book of
Revelation) to his disciple, traditionally named Prochorus.
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John dictating to his disciple, Prochorus.
The Book of Revelation Chapter 3 gives the names of the churches
which John pastured while he lived in Ephesus.
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One night, while they slept a thief broke into their home and John
confronted him, converted him to the faith, and told him turn from
doing evil. The thief’s name was Cleophus.
He wrote three epistles while living in Ephesus, and he also
completed the Gospel of John during this period. John was taken
away in the persecution of the Roman emperors in Ephesus, leaving
Mary Magdalene in the care of Cleophus.

"During the reign of Roman emperor Domitian after having spent
time imprisoned in Rome, John was sentenced to be boiled in the
Colosseum. So he was boiled in the oil but endured no harm or
suffering. It is said that all in the entire Colosseum audience was
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converted to Christianity upon witnessing this miracle. John was
allegedly banished by the Roman authorities to the Greek island of
Patmos, where some believe that he wrote the Book of Revelation."
He was later freed. When John was aged, he trained Polycarp who
later became Bishop of Smyrna. Polycarp in turn taught Irenaeus
and passed on to him stories about John.
Surrounded by his closest friends in Ephesus, he closed his eyes and
died at age 94 in 100 AD.
Five books are attributed to John, the beloved disciple of Jesus.
They include three epistles, the Gospel according to John and the
Revelation.

Gospel of John must have been written somewhere between AD 65
and 85 according to most scholars. However, John A.T. Robinson
proposes an initial edition by 50–55 and then a final edition by 65
due to narrative similarities with Paul. Other critical scholars are of
the opinion that John was composed in stages (probably two or
three). There is also a strongly held view amongst contemporary
scholars that the Gospel was not written until the latter third of the
first century CE. The Dean of New Testament at Wake Forest
University School of Divinity, Gail R O'Day, writes in her
introduction to the Gospel in the New Revised Standard Translation
of the Bible "...a date of 75-80 CE as the earliest possible date of
composition for this Gospel". Other reliable scholars are convinced
that an even later date, perhaps even the last decade of the first
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century CE right up to the start of the 2nd century (i.e., 90 - 100) is
applicable. At any rate it was written during the second half of the
first century.

An alternative account of John's death, ascribed by later Christian
writers to the early second century bishop Papias of Hierapolis,
claims that he was slain by the Jews. Most Johannine scholars doubt
the reliability of its ascription to Papias, but a minority, including
B.W. Bacon, Martin Hengel and Henry Barclay Swete, maintain that
these references to Papias are credible. John's traditional tomb is
thought to be located at Selçuk, a small town in the vicinity of
Ephesus.
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The traditional tomb of St. John
The Basilica of St. John in Ephesus was constructed by Emperor
Justinian in the 6th century. The traditional tomb of St. John is
located under the main central dome. It stands over the believed
burial site of St. John, who is identified as the apostle, evangelist
(author of the Fourth Gospel) and prophet (author of Revelation).
The basilica is on the slopes of Ayasoluk Hill near the center of
Selçuk, just below the fortress and about 3.5 km (2 miles) from
Ephesus.
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