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And Jesus said to 
them, "Therefore 
every scribe who has 
been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is 
like a householder 
who brings out of his 
treasure what is new 
and what is old."  

Mat 13:52  
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Foreword 
 

 

Mathew 13 contains seven parables told in one day in a series all starting 
with the phrase,  “The Kingdom of God is like ……”  These are 
generally  known as the Kingdom Parabales.  The hermeneutics that 
apply to these parables goes beyond the basic parable interpretations 
because we have the interpretations of Jesus himself for some of them.  
Jesus also seems to assert that these are not just parables but treasures 
from which generations will be able to draw understandings.   
 
Based on this granting of the privilege of interpreting these parables, 
based on historical experience of the church, I have ventured to 
correlate the growth of the Church with these parables.  The strange fact 
is that it does fit. However I want to assert that this method of 
allegorizing is not normal nor permissible to parables.  If a strict 
hermeneutic teacher want to question these interpretations, I understand 
that.  I hold that we should not be trying to do this with other parables 
where we have no such permission from our Lord. 

With these forword I present these strange interpretations to the 
students.  I did this study way back in 1980s.  Hence it is possible that a 
discerning householder of faith could bring out more treasures after all 
these two decades of  historical unfolding. 

Prof. M. M. Ninan, 
San Jose, CA 
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THE KINGDOM PARABLES 

 M.M.NINAN 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION: PARABLES 

1.1 WHAT IS A PARABLE? 

Bible uses many parables. Out of this we are interested in the seven 

parables that are given in Matthew 13 which are called Kingdom 

parables. 

What is a parable? 

The Hebrew word for parable is Mashal, a similitude. Examples of these 

are found in Num 23:7. 18; 24:3.20.21.23. These are translated in the 

new bibles as Oracles. It is a discourse expressed in figurative language 

in highly poetic verses whose meanings are not always direct. Another 

translation of the word mashal is "proverb". As we can see, a proverb is 

a similitude or ornate method of saying something. This type of parables 

are found in Ps. 49:4. Parables are often stories with hidden meanings. 

The meanings of these are discernible only by those who are able to 

decode it. There are other fable like stories as in II Sam. 12:2 (Nathan’s 

reproach to David) and in Jud. 9:7-15 (Jotham’s exposure of the folly of 

Schechmites) and in II Kings 14:9-10 ( address of Jehoash to Amaziah) 

These are commonly translated as fables. 

In the Greek language we have however two different words:  

Parabole: a placing of one beside another or a parallel by which a 

doctrine or a precept is illustrated. These are taken directly from 
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common day life examples and usually taken from immediate vicinity so 

that it becomes a powerful tool for instruction. It usually starts by "For 

example......" 

The other word Paoimia is usually a mystery saying- dark saying which 

can yield on meditation some inner truth. These are figurative teaching 

and are symbolic in nature. 

We have therefore several meanings of the parables to consider: The 

terms to consider are  

1. Fable - A fable is a story in which one can violate the laws of nature. 
So in fables the trees and birds and the beasts will talk. They can do feats 

that are not actually possible. Fables were extensively used in ancient 

cultures as a means of instructions. In India the Panchthantra Stories 

and in Germany the Aesop fables are famous fables. They are normally 

used to teach a single moral principle. Usually the stories end as "The 

moral of the story is .............." 

2. Proverb - A proverb is a wise gem of a saying usually handed down 

through generation giving a single advise to follow in a given situation. 

3. Myth - Myth is a made up story similar to a fable. But they need not 

have a reason - a cause effect relation. It is essentially used to convey a 

spiritual truth. Here the form and the content are joined together. 

4. Allegory - Allegory is a story in which every element in the story 

corresponds to every element in the reality. There is a one to one 

relation between the story elements and the reality. 

5. Parable. A parable on the other hand does not have a one to one 

relation. There is a kernel principle that is emphasized. Any attempt to 

press further to show a one to one relation can lead to unusual 

teachings. It is meant only to drive home one fact. 
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Thus in general the biblical parables have a threefold purpose depending 

on the parable under consideration. 

1. To reveal and to explain. It becomes a tool for instruction 

2. To conceal. When under certain occasion if the truth is to be hidden 

from common eyes a parable can be employed. It becomes decipherable 

only if the code is known. 

3. To perpetuate to future generations. It then becomes a storehouse 

of knowledge and can be opened with the key if given. Most religions 

employ this form of transmission of knowledge.  

Chrysostom of the early church had enjoined that in interpreting 

parables one should not push matter too much. Our aim should be to 

find the meaning. We have such allegoric teachings on the parable of the 

Good Samaritan by none other than St. Augustine which stretches the 

imagination beyond reason.  

Until the late 1800's the allegorical method dominated parable 

interpretation.  

For an example here is the parable of Good Samaritan as allegorized by 

St. Augustine.  

A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho = Adam  
Jerusalem = the heavenly city of peace, from which Adam fell  
Jericho = the moon, and thereby signifies Adam's mortality  
thieves = the devil and his angels  
stripped him = namely, of his immortality  
beat him = by persuading him to sin  
and left him half-dead = as a man he lives, but he died spiritually,  
therefore he is half-dead  
The priest and Levite = the priesthood and ministry of the Old Testament  
The Samaritan = is said to mean Guardian; therefore Christ himself is meant  
bound his wounds = means binding the restraint of sin  
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oil = comfort of good hope  
wine = exhortation to work with a fervent spirit  
beast = the flesh of Christ's incarnation  
inn = the church  
innkeeper = Paul  
the morrow = after the Resurrection  
two-pence = promise of this life and the life to come  

Brilliant as it may be and also interesting, we can be sure that this is not 

what Jesus meant when he told the parable. In this context the parable 

was given to explain who is a Good Neighbor and not to conceal the 

truth. This was a teaching tool and not a coded message.  

The problem with the allegorical method is that it is highly subjective in 

identifying what each thing in the parable really means. As a result the 

same parable could be interpreted in different ways with widely different 

meanings. This then becomes a good tool in the hands of the cults to 

hang on a doctrine very easily. This is exactly what a hidden message 

wants. Unless the code is given it will go astray in interpretation - a 

perfect way of concealing while transmitting. 

While spiritually such allegorical interpretation may give us some 

inspiration and insight, it is a dangerous procedure and is highly 

subjective. This is because symbols have meaning only in a cultural 

context. Taken out of context it will be disastrous. 

1.2. WHY DO YOU SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE IN PARABLES? 

While we acknowledge the basic principles of interpretation of central 

theme as standard, the kingdom parables stand separate. The simple 

reason is that it is not meant to be a simple teaching tool. Let us hear the 

Master himself. 
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Matthew 13: 10 The disciples came to him (Jesus) and asked, "Why do you speak to 

the people in parables?" 11 Jesus replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the 

kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 

Evidently these parables then contain the knowledge of the secrets of 

the Kingdom of Heaven. We cannot circum navigate the statement. 

12 Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does 

not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 

This seems to imply that these parables are more than what their eyes 

meet. There is something to dig into. This is unlike the general parable 

interpretation where there is nothing to dig into. 

13 This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though 

hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of 

Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but 

never perceiving. 15 For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear 

with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their 

eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal 

them.' 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 

17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you 

see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 

Jesus is saying here that these parables conceal the mysteries of the 

Kingdom. It is not written for the novice but only for the disciples. 

34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to 

them without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the 

prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the 

creation of the world." 

This evidently is a quotation from Psalms. 
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Then at the end of the session Jesus asks them 

51 "Have you understood all these things?" Jesus asked. "Yes," they replied. 

The next statement is particularly important to see that Jesus meant 

these parables to yield greater meaning in the later ages.  

52 He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed 

about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his store 

room new treasures as well as old." 

The parables are like a storehouse. Its meaning will be clear only to the 

teacher of the law who is instructed in the kingdom of heaven. Then 

with the key of code he will bring out new meanings. There evidently is 

an old meaning - the direct meaning. But there are also new meanings. 

In other words these parables will have a greater depth of meaning to us 

than to the disciples. 

1.3. HOW DO WE INTERPRET THE PARABLES? 

Now the question is how do we interpret the parables. If the parables 

are coded messages what are the codes. To uncode this we need to 

interpret the symbolism used in the parables in the context of the 

culture. We need to take particular care on the statement of Jesus 

52 He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed 

about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his store 

room new treasures as well as old." 

The code is found them in the teaching of the Law i.e. in the Bible. The 

teacher must be instructed in the Kingdom of Heaven -i.e. he should be 

a believing Christian. 
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Therefore to instruct the parables we need to look into the symbolism 

used in the Bible in the context of the teachings of Christianity. 

Fortunately we have several parables interpreted by Our Lord himself. 

1.4. THE STRUCTURE OF THE SEVEN KINGDOM 

PARABLES. 

We have seven parables of the Kingdom given by Jesus in a series on the 

same day. Though some Bible critics teach that these are not given on 

the same day, but are collections of parables from various days in Jesus’ 

ministry Matthew gives a totally different answer. 

13:1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people 

stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, 

Then he tells them the parable of the sower. 

The disciples came to them asking for an interpretation. Is not it strange 

that they ask him about it unless they understood that there was 

something more than a simple teaching parable? 

24 Jesus told them another parable: The Parable of the Tares and the 

Wheat. 

31 He told them another parable: - The Parable of the Mustard Seed. 

33 He told them still another parable: - The Parable of Leaven and the 

Woman. 

34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables.  

So we have the first four parables given to the crowd. 
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Then there was a break and he explains the Parable of Tares to his 

disciples. 

Now the remaining three parables are told only to the disciples. They 

are: 

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure, 

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price, 

and the Parable of the Dragnet. 

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there.54 Coming to his 

hometown, 

Thus Matthew gives all the seven parables in the context of the 

Kingdom parables in one day, consecutively in that order. 

It is true that some of the parables are found elsewhere as shown below: 

Parable of the sower Matt. 13:3-8  
Mark 4:3-8 
Luke 8:5-8 

Parable of the Tares Matt. 13 24-30 
Parable of the Mustard Seed   Matt.13:31-32 

Mark 4:30-32 
Parable of the Leaven   Matt. 13:33 

Luke 13:44 
Parable of the Hidden Treasure Matt 13:44 
Parable of the Pearl of Great 
Price 

Matt. 13:45-46 

The Parable of the Dragnet Matt 13:47-48 

Here we see that three parables were given by Jesus elsewhere in 

different contexts. Like a true teacher he used his parables at different 

times may be for different meanings. However in the Matthew 13 we are 

given them as a series of parables with the start: 
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"The Kingdom of Heaven is like.........." 

In the following chapters we will try to see how we can interpret the 

parables using biblical symbolism’s. Our code is the Bible at the time of 

Jesus as Jesus knew it. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE SOWER WENT TO SOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Van Gogh's Sower 

2.1 THE PARABLE 

3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his 

seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came 

and ate it up.5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang 

up quickly,  because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants 

were scorched, and they  withered because they had no root. (because it had no 

moisture - Lk.8:6)7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 

plants. (and it yielded no grain - Mk 4:7)8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 

produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. (Growing up and 

increasing and yielding thirty fold, sixtyfold and a hundredfold - Mk 4:8) 9 He who 

has ears, let him hear." 



M. M. NINAN 

 11 

2.2. RULES LAID DOWN 

This parable was interpreted for us by the master himself. In so doing he 

laid down the basic principles of interpreting his parables of the secrets 

of the Kingdom of Heaven. We have seen that these principles are: 

1. The symbols are to be identified by the Bible itself. 

2. Then it is to be interpreted in the context and relevance called for by 

the algorithm. 

In order to show that his was the method employed by Jesus, we will for 

the present forget the interpretation as given by the master. We will 

employ the principles to reinterpret this parable and then compare the 

results. 

We will first of all try y to identify the various symbols used in the 

parable. 

2.3 THE SOWER AND THE PERIODS OF SOWING 

Nowhere in the Scripture (Except in one place which is disused below) 

the Lord, the Word or the Son of Man is symbolized as a sower. In the 

one place of exception God says, "I will Sow" and this refers to the 

coming of Jesus and of the anti-Christ. Both should come out of the 

Jews. Thus in Jer. 31:27 it says, 

27 "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will sow the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah with the offspring of men and of beast.". Thus since Jesus 

is the seed - the Word the sower is God himself . Others who are in the 

world going about sowing are his servants. 

The scripture clearly says that God is the provider of the seed and the 

bread. Both symbolizes Jesus , the Word of God.  
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Is. 55: 10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 

without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for 

the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  

Again in 2 Cor 9: 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. 

The sower therefore is the servant of God who carries the seed - the 

Good news of Jesus when applied to the Kingdom of Heaven. Similarly 

the sowers of the Kingdom of Darkness are those who carry the seed of 

the devil - the good news of the worldly freedom; "bow down and 

worship me, I will give you all these" (earthly glories) The sowers here 

are then Christians for the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Notice that the sower went out to sow. It is his business to sow. It is the 

business of every Christian to be a sower. Whenever he goes out 

whether in business or in pleasure, he carries with him the seed. We are 

his witnesses. 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 

Ex. 23:10 "For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest the crops, 11 but 

during the seventh year let the land lie unplowed and unused. Then the poor among 

your people may get food from it, and the wild animals may eat what they leave. Do 

the same with your vineyard and your olive grove. 12 "Six days do your work, but on 

the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and your donkey may rest and the slave 

born in your household, and the alien as well, may be refreshed. 

This law is repeated again in Lev 25:4-7 
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This stipulates the period of sowing in the Kingdom of Heaven. Six 

periods of Church Age starting from the Ephesus Period (corresponding 

to the Apostolic Age) till the Philadelphian Church Period 

(corresponding to the Evangelical Church Age of the Pearl of Great 

Price) will be the period of sowing the seed. The period of Grace ends 

with it. There will be no Word of God preached in the following period 

- The Laodician Church Age corresponding to the dragnet tribulation 

time. The land will lie fallow. There will be no sowing or gathering. But 

it will still be a period of fruitfulness, grown out of the result of earlier 

witnessing. The fruit will be collected and used up as it is yielded.  

Lev. 25:5 Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended 

vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 6 Whatever the land yields during the 

Sabbath year will be food for you--for yourself, your manservant and maidservant, 

and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, 7 as well as for 

your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the land produces may be 

eaten. 

While the land is having rest, sower is having Sabbath.  

Ex 20:12 Six days you shall work, but the seventh day you shall rest 

This is a period of rest for the sower at the end of the sixth Church Age. 

The believers are then taken up with the Lord and remain with him till 

his coming back, when the sowing restarts. 

1 Thess 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first.17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 

will be with the Lord forever. 
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2.4 THE SEED 

We have already seen that Jesus is the seed of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Jesus, the Word of God, is like the seed, which given proper conditions 

in a soil could sprout, grow to maturity, and give rise to abundance of 

fruit. The provider of the seed is God himself.  

The King James Version of 1 Jn 3:9 reads like this: Whoever born of 

God doth not commit sin, for his seed (Jesus/The Word) remaineth in 

him and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 

1 Peter 1:23 says: 23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 

imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.  

and it ends up in verse 25 as: "that word is good news which was preached to 

you.’ 

The word seed is generally used to denote progeny throughout the Bible. 

Thus  

Gen 22:17 I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven18 And in thy seed 

shall all nations of the world be blessed 

referring here to Jesus as the seed of the woman. 

In King James version semen is rendered as the seed of copulation. This 

seed evidently is the potent power of creation. Thus the seed of the 

Kingdom of Heaven is the seed of the begotten Son of God, the living 

Word or the potent power of all creation, and the written Word of God. 

2.5 THE GROUND 

Ground in general symbolizes the world, the human heart or man 

himself - his body and soul (excluding the spirit). Evidently man is taken 
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out of the dust of the ground (Gen 2:7). When man sinned, the ground 

was cursed (Gen 3:17-19). Following this symbolism, the prophets 

exclaimed 

Jer. 4:3 This is what the LORD says to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: "Break 

up your unplowed ground and do not sow among thorns. 4 Circumcise yourselves to 

the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem, or my 

wrath will break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done-- burn with 

no one to quench it. 

and 

Hosea 10:12 Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and 

break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and 

showers righteousness on you. 

We have four kinds of grounds. Again the number four appears in 

connection with the world. This is true of the all sowing periods. But it 

was essentially the experience of the Apostolic Period. The Church was 

born on the day of Pentecost in AD 30. The Apostolic age lasted till 100 

AD with the death of John. Let us now try to classify the ground. 

2.6 THE SEED THAT FELL ON THE WAY 
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This is the word that was heard by the people who go in the way of the 

world. Hearts that are engrossed in the world and in its pleasures only. 

Jude 11 says: They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for 

profit into Balaam's error..... Remember Cain was the first tiller of the 

ground and the first builder of the City. He was a murderer in his heart 

even before he hated and killed his brother out of sheer jealousy. These 

are the people Pro. 1: 13 who leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways, 14 

who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, 15 whose paths are 

crooked and who are devious in their ways. 

What happens to the seed that fell on the way? 

They were simply swallowed up by the birds. Birds since they ate up and 

destroyed the Word of God , evidently describes the powers of 

darkness. We will have occasion to expand on the identification of this 

in detail later. It is sufficiently established here for the context. 

2.7 THE SEED THAT FELL ON ROCKY GROUNDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock is used in the scripture as something indicative of harness, 

firmness or anchorage. Thus we have verses like "He is my rock and my 

salvation" (Ps. 62:2) "The wise man built his house upon the rock." 
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(Mat. 7:24-26). Jesus says to peter "Upon this rock, I will build my 

church." It refers to God as one who never changes - the rock of ages. 

"The rock, his work is perfect; for all his ways are justice. A God of 

faithfulness and without iniquity, just and right is he."(Deu. 32:4) "You 

were unmindful of the rock that begot you and you forgot the God who 

gave birth to you" (Deu.32:18) In the same sense other gods are also 

referred to as rock "Then he will say, Where are their gods, the rock in 

which they took refuge...?" (deu.32 37) "There is no rock like our God." 

( 1 Sam 2:2) Christ is the rock that followed Israel through the 

wilderness. (1 Cor 10:4) 

In general therefore rocky ground signifies hardened heart - hardened 

either through faith, prejudice, tradition or habit. But as long as the 

ground is not dug up or fallowed the roots cannot go deeper. 

As a symbol of cutting open the heart, the ceremony of circumcision 

was given to Abraham and to his seed. (Jer 4:3) This was a preparation 

of the ground for the sowing of the seed through Jesus and the word of 

God. So we see that the first church was actually born among the Jews. 

What happened to the rocky ground? In the shallow soil the word gave 

rise to a plant, But when the sun came up it withered away because its 

roots were not able to go deeper to get water. Luke says "because it had 

no moisture." Sun in the scripture unlike books of other religions) does 

not represent anything good. It is represented mostly as a natural power 

created by God to provide times and seasons. Then in other places it is 

considered as down right satanic because of the relation with worship of 

gods of heaven. Thus Ezekiel was taken by the spirit to show the 

abominations committed by Israel. :Behold, at the door of the temple of 

the Lord, between the people and the altar were about twentyfive men, 

with their backs to the temple of the Lord, and their faces towards the 

east, worshipping the sum towards the east. Then he said to me, "Have 

you seen this, O Son of Man? Is it too slight a thing...?" (Ez 8:16-17) 
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(Does your congregation insist on worshipping towards the east? Can 

you explain it? Is it too slight a thing?) Because of this association we see 

the sun smitten and vial poured out on the sun at the time of Judgment. 

(Rev. 8:12 and 16:8) At the crucifixion the sun was smitten (Luke 23:44-

45) Notice also that the new earth has no sun (Rev. 21:23) But sun is 

necessary for the healthy growth of a plant provided there is enough 

water and moisture available. So also trials and temptations are necessary 

for exercise and healthy growth of the Christian. But without the roots - 

the spiritual mainstay to draw water, he will just wither away. 

Water in the scripture symbolizes the quickening spirit and the word. In 

John 4:13,14 Jesus speaks of the living water that he gives. "He who 

believes in me as the scripture has said - "out of his heart shall flow 

rivers of living waters." Now this he said about the spirit, which those 

who believe in him were to receive. (Jn 7:38-39) 

Luke’s mention of the moisture is of interest. The roots of a plant are of 

tremendous strength. They can easily break through the rocks provided 

the plant can be kept alive on them by constant provision of moisture. 

By providing constantly the atmosphere of spirit and fellowship even the 

rocky grounds can yield fruit. The trouble often is that the sun removes 

the moisture on the surface soil fast. The great need of Christian 

Fellowship especially at the times of hardships, trials and temptations 

cannot be over emphasized. The moisture is provided to the younger 

plants by the older plants. Deforestation we know is the basic cause of 

desertification. 

2.8 THE SEED THAT FELL AMONG THE THORNS 

Thorns are the outcome of the fall of man. It is the crop of the 

development of the ego - the selfishness. "Cursed in the ground because 

of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 

thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the 

field." (Gen 3:17-19) Because of his selfishness, he begins to worry 
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about his own existence apart from the rest of the brethren. So the 

world brings forth thorns and thistles for him - toil, care and worry. 

Thorns are the problems of human existence in the atmosphere of 

competition. In Sanskrit it is the ocean of Samsar. In the hustle of strife 

the word is choked out with no time for the Church, no time for prayer; 

at most it will remain as a Sunday Churchianity and it yield no grain (Mk. 

4:7) 

 

It is interesting to note that our Lord wore a crown of thorns on the 

cross. Along with the sins, he carried my cares. "therefore do not be 

anxious saying - What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What 

shall we wear? For the gentiles seek all these things; and your Heavenly 

Father knows that you need them all. But seek ye first the kingdom of 

God and its righteousness and all these things shall be yours as well." 

(Mt 6:31-33) 

2.9 THE SEEDS THAT FELL ON THE GOOD GROUND 

From the description of other grounds, the good ground is 

- That which is plowed and broken, 
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- That from which the rocks and the stones are removed so that the 

roots can reach down for water. 

- That from which thorns and thistles are weeded out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here the word will sprout, grow into maturity and bring forth flowers 

and gives abundance of harvest. As Mark puts it "Growing up and 

increasing and yielding..." (Mk 4:8) Each plant in its turn provides in the 

likeness of God, ‘seed for the sower and food for the eater." 

Now compare these identifications of symbols and the interpretation as 

a whole with those which Jesus himself have given us. Do they not 

clearly show that our methods are correct? 

Evidently even the naive critics were able to find in this parable the 

experience of the early Church. (That is supposed to prove that Jesus 

never gave those parables and the interpretation for them.) That is 

exactly what Jesus was telling - the problem the church at the Apostolic 

Age faced were the birds, the rock and the thorns. Yet the good ground 

gave forth abundance. 



M. M. NINAN 

 21 

2.10 A CHANGE OF PLAN 

On the mount of Olives, Jesus asked his disciples not to leave Jerusalem, 

for they were not provided with the seed. So they remained in Jerusalem, 

gathering together and praying. On the Day of Pentecost in AD 29, the 

Holy Spirit came upon all who were gathered there ten days after the 

ascension of Jesus. Rightaway they began to witness and proclaim Jesus. 

The sermon of Peter that day recorded for us in Acts 2: 14-40 forms the 

seed of the Kingdom of Heaven in words. That day 3000 believed and 

were baptized. 

The early believers expected Jesus to come back for them very soon - in 

their life time. So they lived a communal life expecting it.  

Acts 4: 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of 

his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.33 With great power 

the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 

was upon them all.. 

As years rolled by petty quarrels arose within the commune and a certain 

amount of administration became necessary. They selected seven men to 

oversee distribution of food. Three and a half years elapsed since the 

resurrection of Jesus - since the man child Jesus was taken into heavens 

and it was time for Jesus to Descend to start the millennial period. Thus 

Stephen looked up heaven and sees the glorious vision and declared 

before the High Priest and the rulers of the Jews, the message of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

Acts. 7:56 "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God." 

But the Jewish hierarchy rejected their messiah 
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57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed 

at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.  

By stoning Stephen the Jewish nation finally rejected their messiah. So 

gentile dominion was allowed to run its full course. And witnessing was 

given over to a new people - both the Jews and the Gentiles - now called 

Christians. From then on, the Holy Spirit was given to both the Jews 

and the Gentiles alike. Jesus probably knew of this eventuality. hence 

after the resurrection when the disciples asked him, "Lord, will you at 

this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?" he replied "it is not for you to 

know..." (Act 1:6-7) 

This change in plan in Heaven required the building up of a team of 

sowers until the fullness of time for the second coming. The Kingdom 

message has to be translated into concepts understandable to the 

Gentiles. So a new Apostle, who never lived with Jesus while the master 

was on the earth, was recruited. Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee from the tribe 

of Benjamin, an eminent scholar with a doctorate in Philosophy and 

Law, a pupil of Prof., Gamaliel - one and only Rabbi who earned the 

title of Raban. He was commissioned, prepared for the job, shown the 

secrets of the Kingdom of God by transporting him into Heaven and 

was sent out. He became Paul - a Gentile name - the missionary to 

Gentiles. 

2.11 THE SOWING OF THE SEED 

The book of Acts describes the early expansion of the new faith into 

Jerusalem, from Jerusalem into Judo, Samaria and the neighboring places 

and from Antioch into Rome. After the rejection of Jesus by the Jews at 

the trial of Stephen, the gentiles came into the inheritance of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. The seed of this was laid at the stoning of Stephen 

in Saul of Tarsus who witnessed this stoning. He later became the 

Apostle Paul - the apostle to the gentiles. Peter also became very active 

in proclaiming the message to the Gentiles after his specific calling and 
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confirmation to this effect. A very reluctant Peter finally went along with 

the calling. Paul understood the three major missionary journeys 

covering Asia Minor, Syria, Macedonian and Greece. On his return to 

Jerusalem, the Jews arrested him in the temple premises on charges of 

desecration. Paul being a Roman citizen appealed to Caesar. This gave 

him the opportunity to witness before the celebrities of the royal 

families and the Roman Court. Most scholars believe that Paul was freed 

by Caesar and was engaged in more work in Rome before he was again 

arrested and executed. Paul had several active colleagues like Barnabas - 

the brother of Mary, and john Mark - son of Mary and Silas. later they 

went on casting the seeds of their own. 

Peter also traveled very extensively after the period of persecution of 

Christians in Jerusalem. He visited Antioch, Corinth and perhaps Rome 

(for which we have no clear historical evidence) It is believed that Peter 

was finally crucified with his head down at the time of the persecution 

of Nero. 

We have very little information about other Apostles except through the 

traditions of the Churches. some of these traditions are very reliable. But 

it is difficult to verify them by secular sources. 

Andrew is said to have spent his last years in Scythia - north of the Black 

Sea. A book entitled "Acts of Andrew " probably written around AD 

260 claims that he spent most of his time in Macedonia until his 

martyrdom at Patras. 

Barthelomew also known as Nathaniel was probably the only disciple of 

Noble birth, being of royal family of Ptolemy of Egypt. Nathaniel went 

to India where he was killed by King Astriagis. 

James, the son of Alphaeus, also known as James the Less, probably a 

cousin of Jesus, went to Persia and was crucified there. 
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James the son of Zebedee, brother of John went as a missionary to 

Spain. Roman Catholic tradition says that he was buried in Santiago. 

John, the disciple whom Jesus loved most was probably a cousin of 

Jesus. At the foot of the cross John took charge of the responsibility of 

caring of Mary, mother of Jesus. He spent most his time in Asia Minor, 

ministering to the churches there with his residence at Ephesus, the 

capital of the Roman Province of Asia Minor. During the persecution of 

Domitian he was exiled into the island of Patmos where he received his 

Revelation of Jesus Christ. later he was released and returned to Ephesus 

and died of Old Age. He is the only Apostle who died in bed and the 

last one too. With his death the Apostolic Age comes to an end. 

Judas (not Iscariot) according to historian Eusebius was sent to King 

Abgar of Mesopotamia where he healed the ailing King. He remained in 

this land till his martyrdom. But other traditions claim that he went to 

Persia afterwards where he was killed with clubs and stones by the 

magicians of the City of Suanir. 

Mediaeval Greek tradition says that Matthew went to Parthia and 

Ethiopia and was martyred at Nadabah City in AD 60. 

Philip one of the first foreign missionaries went to France, Russia, Asia 

Minor and even to India. Bishop Polycrates, the Bishop of Antioch (AD 

194) says that Philip was buried in Hierapolis. 

Simon the Canonite of the Zealots Party is one of the few whose later 

ministry is claimed by several countries. Coptic Church of Egypt claims 

that he taught in Egypt, Africa, Great Britain and Persia. According to 

Nicephorous of Constantinople "Simon born of Cana of Galilee who 

was surnamed Zealots, having received the Holy Ghost from above, 

traveled through Egypt and Africa, the Mauritania and Libya preaching 

the Gospel. And the same doctrine he taught to the Occidental Sea and 

the Isles of Butanias." 
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Thomas, the twin, the doubter and the courageous one traveled through 

Arabia Felix (Yemen) and then to India where he established several 

Churches and was martyred in Mylapore in Madras, South India. 

The replacement of Judas Iscariot, Matthias who was elected by casting 

of lots is the least known because he does not appear in the later drama. 

some identify him as Zaccheas. Tradition has it that he was martyred by 

the cannibals of Mesopotamia. 

Though these thirteen people who are often termed as Apostles, the 

scripture indicated that there were many others who are considered as 

Apostles. Among these active workers were Luke - the traveling 

physician who wielded much influence among the aristocracy. 

The extent of these missionary pursuits could be understood only when 

we realize that these people covered the entire known world of that 

period. In fact they covered even the fabled lands of Britain and India. 

Strabo the official geographer of the Roman Empire (who was 

commissioned by Caesar Augustus in AD 18) knew nothing of England. 

On India, he wrote, "The reader must receive the accounts of this 

country with indulgence. Few persons of our nation have seen it; the 

greater part of what they relate is from report." These thirteen men have 

gone even unto the ends of the earth sowing the seeds.  

2.12 WRITING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

In the early Church the witnesses who had been with the Lord, who 

heard Jesus, saw him and knew him preached the message of Christ. But 

as the believers increased and were scattered all over the world, it 

became necessary to put these testimonies in writing. Matthew and John 

were disciples. Matthew wrote the Gospel from the point of view of the 

Jew - Jesus the Messiah. John wrote for the Gentile world - Jesus the 

incarnation of the word. Mark was the private secretary of Peter. As a 

boy he had seen and Known Jesus. His mother was Mary, the sister of 
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Barnabas and his home was the Church in Jerusalem in its inception. He 

presents Jesus as the Son of God. Luke was a traveling Physician who 

became involved. So he did some real research and his investigative 

journalism produce the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of Apostles. The 

other books in the New Testaments were written by early church fathers 

like Paul, Peter, James, Jude and John. The last book was written by 

John. They were all written under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 

proclaimed the message of the Person of Jesus Christ. These now form 

the seed. 

2.13 THE EPHESUS CHURCH 

As time went on, as the eschatology was not realized as expected, as 

persecution set in, Satan entered the Church and religious ceremonies. 

Insistence of Mosaic Law, emphasis on good works etc. were brought 

into the church. These rocks and stones delayed the growth of the 

church as a whole and some of Paul’s letters were written to counteract 

these teachings. The fast growth of the Church required organizational 

structure in order to obtain order and discipline within the church. Some 

of the letters were written to clarify the Christian stand in questions of 

morality, discipline and order in service, problems of Christian living in a 

non-Christian community. These were written so that thorns may not 

choke the plants. The young churches were quite successful in these 

matters. Jesus in a letter in the Revelations through John writes to this 

church period known as Ephesus Church. The church administration 

was taken over by the elders or bishops. Naturally some bishops began 

to act as priest - a distinct laity. Early Christians considered themselves 

as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people" 

(1 Pe 2:9) So they resented any appearance of priestcraft. This is termed 

as Nicolaitan heresy. Nico means over comer or ruler, and laity means 

lay people. Jesus commended the Ephesus Church for this. A more 

detailed study of this letter the reader is referred to my articles on the 

seven churches.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE WHEAT AND THE WEEDS 

3.1 THE PARABLE 

Matt.13:24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man 

who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and 

formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 "The owner's servants came to him 

and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come 

from?' 28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want 

us to go and pull them up?' 29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the 

weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the 

harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 

bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 

3.2 JESUS EXPLAINS THE PARABLES TO HIS DISCIPLES 

This parable is found only in Matthew 13 in the context of the Kingdom 

of Heaven. It is peculiar to the Kingdom Age and therefore Jesus does 

not repeat this parable for other didactic purposes. In the previous 

parable we have seen a man sowing his field with seeds. This parable 

simply continues from that stage. What happened after the seed is sown 

in the good soil. The seed that fell in the good soil did sprout to give rise 

to good wheat. But then something else happened. The evil one sows 

weeds among the wheat. 

So Our Lord explains the parable thus: 
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Matt. 13:37 He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 

The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The 

weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 "As the weeds are 

pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of 

Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 

causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the 

sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

3.3 THE GOOD SEED 

 

Jesus did identify the good seed - the wheat as the Son of Man. Even if 

this was not given could we have identified the good seed of the 

Kingdom of Heaven as Jesus himself? On several occasions Jesus 

compared himself as the good seed and the children of this world as the 

weeds. 

Jn. 12:24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 

remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.25 The man who 

loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 
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Jesus is the seed that fell on this earth and has given rise to abundance 

of fruits - a multitude of Christ like beings - the Christians. It is because 

that seed died and that produced the fruit. This is what Jesus referring 

to. The processes of sowing is an on going process and the food seeds 

are the Christians. 

Paul uses this image in 1 Cor thus: 

 

1cor 3: 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither 

he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 

8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 

rewarded according to his own labor.9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are 

God's field, God's building. 

In Galations Paul Identified the seed promised to Abraham as Jesus: 

Gal 3: 16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture 

does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning 

one person, who is Christ. 
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John defines the children of God and children of the devil based on the 

seed: 

1 Jn3: 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains 

in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 This is how we 

know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: 

3.4 THE WEEDS  

 

 

 Thorns and Thistles and weeds are the product of the fall. It is the 

sinfulness of man that produces weeds. Weeds are very much like the 

wheat when it sprouts. It is distinguishable clearly from its fruit - 

because good seed produces good fruit and bad seed produces bad fruit. 

It is from the fruit that we distinguish good and the bad. This is why 

Jesus forbade the weeds be pulled out before times. Their roots are so 
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much entangled together they cannot be pulled out without hurting the 

each other. The weeds are the sons of the evil one as the wheat is the 

sons of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Evidently weeds here refers to the sons of the evil ones that follow false 

teachings as opposed to the true historical Christian faith. The parable 

indicates clearly that this heretic teachings will start as soon the early 

church starts their life. The teachings will be so entangled with each 

other that it is humanly impossible to uproot and destroy without 

hurting the church as such. False teachings and cults have a way of 

entangling the believers with subtleties. 

Further the parable indicates that these heresies that germinated in the 

beginning of the Christian church will remain with us to the end of the 

ages until the final separation and gathering occur. The heretic 

movements started even when the seeds were planted. We shall now 

look into the history to see what these heresies were and how they still 

linger with us. 

3.5 HARVESTING. 

Harvesting evidently refers to the end times when the Son of Man 

returns in glory to receive his own.  

He sends his angels to gather up the elect and will separate the evil ones 

to a separate place. Evidently this eon will not be an eon when all will be 

saved. The righteous ones - the wheat - is gathered into the stores. 

This picture is evident all through the old and the new testaments. 

Notice these references: 

Joel’s prophecy of the second advent of the mesia: 
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Joel 3:13 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the 

winepress is full and the vats overflow-- so great is their wickedness!' 14 Multitudes, 

multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of 

decision. 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16 

The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky 

will tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the 

people of Israel. 

The picture is seen in Rev 14: 

14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one 

"like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 

15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who 

was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has 

come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So he who was seated on the cloud 

swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 17 Another angel came 

out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 

What happens to the weeds. They are thrown into the fiery furnace. But 

the furnace does not burn them up. The annihilation theory will not 

work. They continue with weeping and gnashing of teeth. Here this 

story ends. What happens to them the earth is never told. Will they 

continue to the end or will they have another chance - we are not to 

know. Some early fathers proposed God’s grace to continue even in this 

hell till final redemption. But many considers this as a heresy for good 

reason because it leads to apathy. This indeed is the period of Grace. We 

do not know much about the next age that follows. The ending of this 

story is simply: 

42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
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Rev 21:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire 

is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the 

book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

For the unrighteous remains another life and another death a period of 

separation from God as we had during the Adamic age of fall. 

21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. For the righteous remains 

the new heaven and the new earth with the eternal presence of God. There is no decay 

nor death. 

Evidently here we have the separation two types of universes. One 

where there is no decay and the other where there is decay.  

3.6 BEGINNINGS OF HERESIES 

Evidently the period referred here is restricted to one particular period 

in history. It stretches from the germination of the church to the end of 

the churches. It started then from the apostolic church and culminated 

in the Pergamum Church age and continues to flourish. 

We shall try to identify these heretic teachings in the early church as best 

as we can. 

a. Arianism  

Arianism, is a Trinitarian doctrine promoted by Arius (c250-336). This 

denied the divinity of Christ and focused on the dissimilarity between 

the Father and Son. It proposed that the Son had a beginning unlike the 

eternal Father who always existed. Therefore, the Son was subordinate 

to the Father and is not only not equal but is not one in essence. He 

earned his rank from participation in grace or adoption by God. Around 

320, Arius's beliefs were questioned by Bishop Alexander of Alexandria. 
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Later, Arius was excommunicated by the entire Egyptian episcopate. 

Athanasius, successor to Bishop Alexander became the champion of 

opposing this heresy. Despite these setbacks, Arius gained support from 

the Western Churches from great fathers like Eusebius of Caesarea and 

Esubius of Nicomedia during his travels to Palestine, Syria, and Asia 

Minor. The Arian controversy led to a serious division between the East 

and West. The Emperor Constantine succeeded in suppressing Arianism 

for a some time by summoning the Council of Nicaea in AD 325 which 

proclaimed the Nicean Creed as the authoritative statement of the 

Churches of East and West. However Arianism never died. It still 

persists and is essentially the basis of the core of Jehovah Witness. The 

question simply is "Is Jesus God?" Basis Historical Christian faith is that 

he is.  

b. The Eunomians  

The Eunomians were a small Neo-Arian sect thriving in and around 

Constantinople during the late fourth century named after Eunomius of 

Cyzicus (died 394). The Eunomians taught that the name "Ungenerated" 

was the only proper name for God the Father; all other beings were 

generated, including the Son, who was adopted. Son is not only unequal 

to, but also unlike, the Father. The Eunomians also taught that the 

Being of God was wholly comprehensible by human logic. We still have 

the rationalists who maintain this position. 

c. Docetism  

The Docetic heresy is a reversal of the Arian Heresy. In order to 

maintain the divinity of Christ he has been dehumanized. If Jesus was 

God how can he be human? In what sense is he flesh? Jesus walks on 

the water and through closed doors. He cannot be captured by his 

enemies, but at the well of Samaria he is tired and desires a drink. Yet 

has no need of drink and has food different from that which his 

disciples seek? He cannot be deceived by men, because he knows their 
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innermost thoughts even before they speak. He debates with them from 

the vantage point of the infinite difference between heaven and earth. 

He has need neither of the witness of Moses nor of the Baptist. He 

dissociates himself from the Jews, as if they were not his own people, 

and he meets his mother as the one who is her Lord. He permits 

Lazarus to lie in the grave for four days in order that the miracle of his 

resurrection may be more impressive. And in the end the Johannine 

Christ goes victoriously to his death of his own accord . Doceticism 

considers Jesus as God and he only seemed or looked like a man. So 

even though he seemed to suffer, he could not have suffered. It was just 

an apparent reality and not reality. This teaching lingers on today in 

Christian Scientists. 

In a slight variation to this heresy we have the teachings of Simon 

Magus the great magician of the period. He taught that Jesus had been 

an incarnation of Simon himself, and that though he had seemed to suffer, 

he had not in fact suffered . 

Basilides taught that the Nous (the Spirit of God) took human form as 

Jesus in order to make the unborn, nameless Father known. Since the 

Nous was inhabiting Jesus, he--the Nous--could not actually suffer and 

die, but changed places with Simon of Cyrene, who was transfigured to 

resemble Jesus, and was crucified while the actual Jesus/Nous stood 

aside and laughed . 

Cerinthus taught that the Christ descended on Jesus of Nazareth at his 

baptism and departed from him before his passion, so that although 

Jesus was physically born, suffered and died, the Christ remained 

spiritual and untouched by suffering. 

Marcion taught that the Word/Christ descended upon Jesus in the form 

of a dove, and ascended to the Pleroma before suffering. 
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Valentinians, beleived that the Christ apparently was born of Mary, but 

that he simply emerged from her "as water [passes] through a tube."  

In another version of this Doceticism, ' Savior put on human flesh in 

order to redeem humanity; when he washed in the Jordan, he received a 

promise of a spiritual body along with the human body he received from 

Mary. Thus when the carnal body suffered and died, the Savior 

redeemed the flesh by means of the flesh, though he himself had 

stripped off his mortal body. 

We still hear the echo of these early heresies in the Christian Science, 

Ahamadiya Islamic cult and the Muslim opponents. 

d. Gnosticism 

Gnosticism is an age old establishment which existed even before 

Christianity came into the world. These are sects who claim to have 

access to higher knowledge, that is normally hidden to mankind through 

visions, and direct telepathic and even direct revelation from God or 

Masters of the Heavens. This is essentially the Hindu tradition. But in its 

variations existed in all countries including the Hebrew culture. The 

Western and Eastern Gnosticism though differing in details essentially 

concur in their pluralistic approach. There is a strong Gnostic presence 

even today in the Intenet and a Eastern Gnosticism which is alive in 

Hinduism is slowly conquering the West. Broadly we may define the 

fundamental traditions as follows: 

There is an original and transcendental spiritual unity which 

came to emanate a vast manifestation of pluralities. This defines 

One God from which many lower gods arise. among this is the 

concept of Trinity. From these trinity further coverings and 

creations emanated . The manifest universe of matter and mind 

(psyche) was not created by the original spiritual unity but by 

spiritual beings possessing inferior powers. These creators 
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possessing inferior powers have as one of their objectives the 

perpetual separation of humans from the unity (God). 

Alternatively being further away from the One Spirit these 

inferior creations lost their consciousness of origin because of 

their involvement in daily activities. The fallen sparks of 

transcendental holiness slumber in their material and mental 

prison, their self-awareness stupefied by forces of materiality and 

mind.  

The awakening of the inmost divine essence in humans is 

effected by salvific knowledge, called Gnosis. Salvific knowledge, 

or Gnosis, is not brought about by belief, or the performance of 

virtuous deeds, or by obedience to commandments, for these 

can at best but serve as preparatory circumstances leading 

toward liberating knowledge.  

Among the helpers of the slumbering sparks a particular position 

of honor and importance belongs to a feminine emanation of 

the unity. The name of this emanation is Sophia (Wisdom). She 

was involved in the creation of the world and ever since 

remained the guide of her orphaned human children.  

From the earliest times of history, messengers of light (Buddhas 

and incarnations) have been sent forth from the ultimate unity. 

The task of these messengers has ever been the advancement of 

Gnosis in the souls of humans.  

For the Christian Gnostics the greatest of these messengers in 

our historical and geographical matrix was the descended Logos 

of God, manifesting in Jesus Christ.  

Jesus exercised a twofold ministry: He was a teacher, imparting 

instruction concerning the way of Gnosis, and he was a 

hierophant, imparting mysteries.  
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The mysteries imparted by Jesus (which are also known as 

sacraments) are mighty aids toward Gnosis and have been 

entrusted by him to his apostles and to their successors.  

By way of the spiritual practice of the mysteries (sacraments) and 

by a relentless and uncompromising striving for Gnosis, humans 

can steadily advance toward liberation from all confinement, 

material and otherwise. The ultimate objective of this process of 

liberation is the achievement of salvific knowledge and with it 

freedom from embodied existence and return to the ultimate 

unity. 

Mormonism is the modern version of Gnosticism which elaborates the 

process of deification of man. 

The Theory of Rebirth teaches that each soul is an integral part of God, 

enfolding all divine possibilities as the seed enfolds the plant; that by 

means of repeated existence in an earthly body of gradually improving 

quality, the latent possibilities are slowly developed into dynamic 

powers; that none are lost by this process, but that all mankind will 

ultimately attain the goal of perfection and re-union with God.  

Gnosticism still survives to this day by various names such as 

Roscicurians, theosophy, Sufis etc. 

The name Theosophy is an exact translation of the well-known Sanskrit 

term Brahmavidya. For it is made up of the two Greek words Theos = 

God and Sophia = Wisdom. Today it has been popularized by the 

Theosophical Society founded in 1875 by Madame H.P. Blavatsky and 

Colonel H.S. Olcott. 
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e. Manicanism 

Manicanism is cult generated by a man named Mani. Mani was born in 

Babylon, near Selecucia-Ctesiphon on the Tigris, April 25th 216CE, to 

pagan parents. A short time after he was born his father, Pattak, 

became a member of an obscure monastic community. Mani grew up in 

this community, more or less assuming the position of servant though 

Mani`s father had a Persian royal family ancestry. 

The Elchesaites , which it is speculated upon where the community that 

adopted Mani into its fellowship, where strict ascetics, they forbade all 

displays of art , no music where allowed, no drawings or paintings, no 

laughter, they where extremely preoccupied with cleanliness and viewed 

the world from which they willfully exiled themselves as very Hell. At 

the age of 12, Mani received an Angel by the name of El Tawam , which 

presented itself as his twin, this twin began to teach him about his origin, 

about his task on this earth Mani began to paint decoratively and 

became famous for his artistry. Mani revolted against the extreme 

asceticism of his community and became a leader which took a group 

out of this. Mani believed that he was the incarnation of the Paraclete - 

the Comforter - the Holy spirit which Jesus promised.. He traveled to 

the East, on ship and by foot to India, what is now Afghanistan, and to 

China. It is this Gnosticized Christianity that came to be known as 

Hinduism. He assimilated many of the local religions in true Gnostic 

manner. He became known as Moni Jiao by the Taoists. Mani must have 

appreciated the figures of Zoroaster and Buddha, since he names them 

as examples of noble men of Light who transmitted the ways of 

salvation to mankind. His influence in the East increased greatly after his 

death reaching its peak just before the dawn of Islam and ending 

somewhere near the 15th century. He was finally put to death by 

Zoarastrian on March the 3rd 277.   His followers fled to India and 

China under persecution.  In India some of them became Christians and 

others got merged with the local Gnostics and helped to establish 

Hinduism.  
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f. Marcion  

Marcion (c 84-160 AD) born to the bishop of Sinop. In his teachings, he 

proposed that the God of the Hebrew scriptures was an evil, creator 

God and could not therefore be the same God as the father of Jesus 

Christ.  

g. Monarchianism  

Monarchianism is a belief originating in the second century, emphasized 

the unity of the Godhead or the oneness of divine rule. It arose as a 

reaction to plurality concept of Trinity. Mainly two varieties existed. 

Modalist Monarchianism, the most common form, proposed that the 

Father, Son, and Spirit were just modes of the same being. This form is 

also known as Sabellianism (after a Roman cleric, Sabellius), and 

Patripassianism, meaning the Father suffers. The second type, 

Adoptionist or Dynamic Monarchianism, stated that Jesus was not 

always God; he was a human until being "adopted" or filled to a unique 

degree by the Spirit of God.  

h. Nestorius  

Nestorius (c 381-451AD) became the patriarch of Constantinople in 428 

. He believed that there were two persons in Jesus Christ, one human 

and the other divine. Furthermore, he argued that Mary gave birth to the 

human person only--though she was the passive recipient of the divine 

person--and could not, therefore, be called Theotokos (Mother of God ) 

In 451 the Council of Chalcedon formulated the doctrine that Jesus 

Christ has two natures, human and divine, united in one person, thereby 

affirming that Mary could be called Theotokos. Even so, Nestorius' 

supporters spread his beliefs to the east, and during the fifth century, 

they formed their own independent body. Nestorianism survives today 

in parts of Iraq, Iran and Syria and in the Malabar Coast of India.  
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I. Origenism Or Pelegianism 

By this term is understood not so much Origen's theology and the body 

of his teachings, as a certain number of doctrines, rightly or wrongly 

attributed to him, and which by their novelty or their danger called forth 

at an early period a refutation from orthodox writers. They are chiefly: 

Allegorism in the interpretation of Scripture , Subordination of the 

Divine Persons and The theory of successive trials and a final 

restoration.  

He also taught that even if Adam had not sinned, he would have died. 

Adam's sin harmed only himself, not the human race. Children just born 

are in the same state as Adam before his fall. The whole human race 

neither dies through Adam's sin or death, nor rises again through the 

resurrection of Christ.  

The (Mosaic Law) is as good a guide to heaven as the Gospel. Even 

before the advent of Christ there were men who were without sin.  

Many similar movements were in existence through the history. As can 

be seen clearly they are variations of the historical faith mixed with local 

color and religions of the world. As a result of this syncretism many of 

them were successful for a period. All these tendencies still continue to 

exists even today. The differences are very subtle and cleverly 

interwoven that it is difficult to disentangle these theological mess 

successfully.  

(For a detailed study of the early church heresies the reader is directed to 

the excellent Christian Heresy Resources library on the Internet: 

http://www.ptsem.org/heresy/hernet.htm from which I have quoted 

extensively above.) 
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Paul knew of these teachings and gave the stern warning: 

3.7 THE SMYRNA CHURCH AD 100 to AD 312 

This church period was also the period of intense persecution. Jesus 
writes a loving letter to the smyrnians, comforting them. 

A study of this can be seen in my article on the seven churches. 

Rev. 2:8 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him 
who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I know your 
afflictions and your poverty--yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they 
are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you 
are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and 
you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I 
will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

combining these together we get the full picture of this period. The ten 
days of persecutions were supposed to be the ten waves of persecution 
under the Roman Caesars. A good description of these ten waves are 
given in the Fox’s book of martyrs chapter 2 which I quote in bits and 
pieces: 

(The enitre book of Fox on Martyrs can be read on the internet which 
goes on with later peresecutions till the reformation; http://www.anet-

dfw.com/~ontrowww/martyr/intro.htm)3.8 THE TEN PRIMITIVE 
PERSECUTIONS 

A. The First Persecution, Under Nero, A. D. 67 

The first persecution of the Church took place in the year 67, under 
Nero, the sixth emperor of Rome. This monarch reigned for the space 
of five years, with tolerable credit to himself, but then gave way to the 
greatest extravagance of temper, and to the most atrocious barbarities. 
Among other diabolical whims, he ordered that the city of Rome should 
be set on fire, which order was executed by his officers, guards, and 
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servants. While the imperial city was in flames, he went up to the tower 
of Macaenas, played upon his harp, sung the song of the burning of 
Troy, and openly declared that 'he wished the ruin of all things before 
his death.' Besides the noble pile, called the Circus, many other palaces 
and houses were consumed; several thousands perished in the flames, 
were smothered in the smoke, or buried beneath the ruins.  

This dreadful conflagration continued nine days; when Nero, finding 
that his conduct was greatly blamed, and a severe odium cast upon him, 
determined to lay the whole upon the Christians, at once to excuse 
himself, and have an opportunity of glutting his sight with new cruelties. 
This was the occasion of the first persecution; and the barbarities 
exercised on the Christians were such as even excited the commiseration 
of the Romans themselves. Nero even refined upon cruelty, and 
contrived all manner of punishments for the Christians that the most 
infernal imagination could design. In particular, he had some sewed up 
in skins of wild beasts, and then worried by dogs until they expired; and 
others dressed in shirts made stiff with wax, fixed to axle trees, and set 
on fire in his gardens, in order to illuminate them. This persecution was 
general throughout the whole Roman Empire; but it rather increased 
than diminished the spirit of Christianity. In the course of it, St. Paul and 
St. Peter were martyred.  

To their names may be added, Erastus, chamberlain of Corinth; 
Aristarchus, the Macedonian, and Trophimus, an Ephesian, converted 
by St. Paul, and fellow-laborer with him, Joseph, commonly called 
Barsabas, and Ananias, bishop of Damascus; each of the Seventy.  

B. The Second Persecution, Under Domitian, A. D. 81 

The emperor Domitian, who was naturally inclined to cruelty, first slew 
his brother, and then raised the second persecution against the 
Christians. In his rage he put to death some of the Roman senators, 
some through malice; and others to confiscate their estates. He then 
commanded all the lineage of David to be put to death.  
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Among the numerous martyrs that suffered during this persecution was 
Simeon, bishop of Jerusalem, who was crucified; and St. John, who was 
boiled in oil, and afterward banished to Patmos. Flavia, the daughter of a 
Roman senator, was likewise banished to Pontus; and a law was made, 
"That no Christian, once brought before the tribunal, should be 
exempted from punishment without renouncing his religion."  

A variety of fabricated tales were, during this reign, composed in order 
to injure the Christians. Such was the infatuation of the pagans, that, if 
famine, pestilence, or earthquakes afflicted any of the Roman provinces, 
it was laid upon the Christians. These persecutions among the Christians 
increased the number of informers and many, for the sake of gain, swore 
away the lives of the innocent.  

Another hardship was, that, when any Christians were brought before 
the magistrates, a test oath was proposed, when, if they refused to take 
it, death was pronounced against them; and if they confessed themselves 
Christians, the sentence was the same.  

The following were the most remarkable among the numerous martyrs 
who suffered during this persecution: 

Dionysius, the Areopagite, was an Athenian by birth, appointed bishop 
of Athens.  

Nicodemus, Protasius and Gervasius were martyred at Milan.  

Timothy was the celebrated disciple of St. Paul, and bishop of Ephesus, 
where he zealously governed the Church until A. D. 97. At this period, 
as the pagans were about to celebrate a feast called Catagogion, 
Timothy, meeting the procession, severely reproved them for their 
ridiculous idolatry, which so exasperated the people that they fell upon 
him with their clubs, and beat him in so dreadful a manner that he 
expired of the bruises two days after.  
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C. The Third Persecution, Under Trajan and Adrian, A. D. 
108 

In the third persecution Pliny the Second a man learned and famous, 

seeing the lamentable slaughter of Christians, and moved therewith to 

pity, wrote to Trajan, certifying him that there were many thousands of 

them daily put to death, of which none did any thing contrary to the 

Roman laws worthy persecution. "The whole account they gave of their 

crime or error (whichever it is to be called) amounted only to this- viz. 

that they were accustomed on a stated day to meet before daylight, and 

to repeat together a set form of prayer to Christ as a God, and to bind 

themselves by an obligation- not indeed to commit wickedness; but, on 

the contrary- never to commit theft, robbery, or adultery, never to falsify 

their word, never to defraud any man: after which it was their custom to 

separate, and reassemble to partake in common of a harmless meal."  

In this persecution suffered the blessed martyr, Ignatius, bishop of 

Antioch next after Peter in succession. and all the malice of the devil, 

come upon me; be it so, only may I win Christ Jesus!" He said, "I am the 

wheat of Christ: I am going to be ground with the teeth of wild beasts, 

that I may be found pure bread."  

Trajan being succeeded by Adrian, the latter continued this third 

persecution with as much severity as his predecessor. About this time 

Alexander, bishop of Rome, with his two deacons, were martyred; as 

were Quirinus and Hernes, with their families; Zenon, a Roman 

nobleman, and about ten thousand other Christians.  

In Mount Ararat many were crucified, crowned with thorns, and spears 

run into their sides, in imitation of Christ's passion. Eustachius, a brave 

and successful Roman commander, (being a Christian in his heart) 

martyred.  
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At the martyrdom of Faustines and Jovita, brothers and citizens of 

Brescia, their torments were so many, and their patience so great, that 

Calocerius, a pagan, beholding them, was struck with admiration, and 

exclaimed in a kind of ecstasy, "Great is the God of the Christians!" for 

which he was apprehended, and suffered a similar fate.  

Many other similar cruelties and rigors were exercised against the 

Christians, until Quadratus, bishop of Athens, made a learned apology in 

their favor before the emperor, who happened to be there and Aristides, 

a philosopher of the same city, wrote an elegant epistle, which caused 

Adrian to relax in his severities, and relent in their favor.  

Adrian dying A. D. 138, was succeeded by Antoninus Pius, one of the 

most amiable monarchs that ever reigned, and who stayed the 

persecutions against the Christians.  

D. The Fourth Persecution, Under Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, A. D. 162 

Marcus Aurelius, followed about the year of our Lord 161, a man of 

nature more stern and severe; and, although in study of philosophy and 

in civil government no less commendable, yet, toward the Christians 

sharp and fierce; by whom was moved the fourth persecution.  

The cruelties used in this persecution were such that many of the 

spectators shuddered with horror at the sight, and were astonished at the 

intrepidity of the sufferers. Some of the martyrs were obliged to pass, 

with their already wounded feet, over thorns, nails, sharp shells, etc. 

upon their points, others were scourged until their sinews and veins lay 

bare, and after suffering the most excruciating tortures that could be 

devised, they were destroyed by the most terrible deaths.  
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Germanicus, was delivered to the wild beasts on account of his faith, 

behaved with such astonishing courage that several pagans became 

converts to a faith which inspired such fortitude.  

Polycarp, the venerable bishop of Smyrna, was condemned, and burnt in 

the market place.  

Felicitatis, an illustrious Roman lady, of a considerable family, and the 

most shining virtues, was a devout Christian. She had seven sons, whom 

she had educated with the most exemplary piety.  

Januarius, the eldest, was scourged, and pressed to death with weights; 

Felix and Philip, the two next had their brains dashed out with clubs; 

Silvanus, the fourth, was murdered by being thrown from a precipice; 

and the three younger sons, Alexander, Vitalis, and Martial, were 

beheaded. The mother was beheaded with the same sword as the three 

latter.  

Justin, the celebrated philosopher, fell a martyr in this persecution. He 

was a native of Neapolis, in Samaria, and was born A. D. 103.  

Several were beheaded for refusing to sacrifice to the image of Jupiter; in 

particular Concordus, a deacon of the city of Spolito. Some of the 

restless northern nations having risen in arms against Rome, the 

emperor marched to encounter them. He was, however, drawn into an 

ambuscade, and dreaded the loss of his whole army. Enveloped with 

mountains, surrounded by enemies, and perishing with thirst, the pagan 

deities were invoked in vain; when the men belonging to the militine, or 

thundering legion, who were all Christians, were commanded to call 

upon their God for succor. A miraculous deliverance immediately 

ensued; a prodigious quantity of rain fell, which, being caught by the 

men, and filling their dykes, afforded a sudden and astonishing relief. It 

appears that the storm which miraculously flashed in the face of the 
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enemy so intimidated them, that part deserted to the Roman army; the 

rest were defeated, and the revolted provinces entirely recovered.  

This affair occasioned the persecution to subside for some time, at least 

in those parts immediately under the inspection of the emperor; but we 

find that it soon after raged in France, particularly at Lyons.  

E. The Fifth Persecution, Commencing With Severus, A. 
D. 192  

Severus, having been recovered from a severe fit of sickness by a 

Christian, became a great favorer of the Christians in general; but the 

prejudice and fury of the ignorant multitude prevailing, obsolete laws 

were put in execution against the Christians. The progress of Christianity 

alarmed the pagans, and they revived the stale calumny of placing 

accidental misfortunes to the account of its professors, A. D. 192.  

Victor, bishop of Rome, suffered martyrdom in the first year of the third 

century, A. D. 201. Leonidus, the father of the celebrated Origen, was 

beheaded for being a Christian. Many of Origen's hearers likewise 

suffered martyrdom; particularly two brothers, named Plutarchus and 

Serenus; another Serenus, Heron, and Heraclides, were beheaded. Rhais 

had boiled pitch poured upon her head, and was then burnt, as was 

Marcella her mother. Potainiena, the sister of Rhais, was executed in the 

same manner as Rhais had been; but Basilides, an officer belonging to 

the army, and ordered to attend her execution, became her convert.  

Basilides being, as an officer, required to take a certain oath, refused, 

saying, that he could not swear by the Roman idols, was beheaded.  

Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, was born in Greece, and received both a 

polite and a Christian education. It is generally supposed that the 

account of the persecutions at Lyons was written by himself. He 

succeeded the martyr Pothinus as bishop of Lyons, and ruled his diocese 
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with great propriety; he was a zealous opposer of heresies in general, 

and, about A. D. 187, he wrote a celebrated tract against heresy. Victor, 

the bishop of Rome, wanting to impose the keeping of Easter there, in 

preference to other places, it occasioned some disorders among the 

Christians. In particular, Irenaeus wrote him a synodical epistle, in the 

name of the Gallic churches. This zeal, in favor of Christianity, pointed 

him out as an object of resentment to the emperor; and in A. D. 202, he 

was beheaded.  

The persecutions now extending to Africa, many were martyred in that 

quarter of the globe; the most particular of whom we shall mention.  

Perpetua, a married lady, of about twenty-two years. Those who suffered 

with her were, Felicitas, a married lady, big with child at the time of her 

being Apprehended, and Revocatus, catechumen of Carthage, and a 

slave. The names of the other prisoners, destined to suffer upon this 

occasion, were Saturninus, Secundulus, and Satur. On the day appointed 

for their execution, they were led to the amphitheater. Satur, Saturninus, 

and Revocatus were ordered to run the gauntlet between the hunters, or 

such as had the care of the wild beasts. The hunters being drawn up in 

two ranks, they ran between, and were severely lashed as they passed. 

Felicitas and Perpetua were stripped, in order to be thrown to a mad 

bull, which made his first attack upon Perpetua, and stunned her; he 

then darted at Felicitas, and gored her dreadfully; but not killing them, 

the executioner did that office with a sword. Revocatus and Satur were 

destroyed by wild beasts; Saturninus was beheaded; and Secundulus died 

in prison. These executions were in the year 205, on the eighth day of 

March.  

Speratus and twelve others were likewise beheaded; as was Andocles in 

France. Asclepiades, bishop of Antioch, suffered many tortures, but his 

life was spared.  
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Cecilia, a young lady of good family in Rome, was married to a 

gentleman named Valerian. She converted her husband and brother, 

who were beheaded; and the maximus, or officer, who led them to 

execution, becoming their convert, suffered the same fate. The lady was 

placed naked in a scalding bath, and having continued there a 

considerable time, her head was struck off with a sword, A. D. 222.  

Calistus, bishop of Rome, was martyred, A. D. 224; but the manner of 

his death is not recorded; and Urban, bishop of Rome, met the same 

fate A. D. 232.  

F. The Sixth Persecution, Under Maximus, A. D. 235 

A.D. 235, was in the time of Maximinus. In Cappadocia, the president, 

Seremianus, did all he could to exterminate the Christians from that 

province.  

The principal persons who perished under this reign were Pontianus, 

bishop of Rome; Anteros, a Grecian, his successor, who gave offense to 

the government by collecting the acts of the martyrs, Pammachius and 

Quiritus, Roman senators, with all their families, and many other 

Christians; Simplicius, senator; Calepodius, a Christian minister, thrown 

into the Tyber; Martina, a noble and beautiful virgin; and Hippolitus, a 

Christian prelate, tied to a wild horse, and dragged until he expired.  

During this persecution, raised by Maximinus, numberless Christians 

were slain without trial, and buried indiscriminately in heaps, sometimes 

fifty or sixty being cast into a pit together, without the least decency.  

The tyrant Maximinus dying, A. D. 238, was succeeded by Gordian, 

during whose reign, and that of his successor Philip, the Church was free 

from persecution for the space of more than ten years; but in A, D. 249, 

a violent persecution broke out in Alexandria, at the instigation of a 

pagan priest, without the knowledge of the emperor.  
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G. The Seventh Persecution, Under Decius A. D. 249 

This was occasioned partly by the hatred he bore to his predecessor 

Philip, who was deemed a Christian and was partly by his jealousy 

concerning the amazing increase of Christianity; for the heathen temples 

began to be forsaken, and the Christian churches thronged.  

Fabian, the bishop of Rome, was the first person of eminence who felt 

the severity of this persecution and on January 20, A. D. 250, he 

suffered decapitation.  

Julian, a native of Cilicia, as we are informed by St. Chrysostom, was 

seized upon for being a Christian. He was put into a leather bag, 

together with a number of serpents and scorpions, and in that condition 

thrown into the sea.  

Peter, a young man, amiable for the superior qualities of his body and 

mind, was beheaded for refusing to sacrifice to Venus.  

Andrew and Paul, two companions of Nichomachus the martyr, A. D. 

251, suffered martyrdom by stoning, and expired, calling on their 

blessed Redeemer.  

Alexander and Epimachus, of Alexandria, were apprehended for being 

Christians: and, confessing the accusation, were beat with staves, torn 

with hooks, and at length burnt in the fire; and we are informed, in a 

fragment preserved by Eusebius, that four female martyrs suffered on 

the same day, and at the same place.  
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Cyril, bishop of Gortyna, walked cheerfully to the place of execution, 

and underwent his martyrdom with great fortitude.  

The persecution raged in no place more than the Island of Crete; for the 

governor, being exceedingly active in executing the imperial decrees, that 

place streamed with pious blood.  

Babylas, a Christian of a liberal education, became bishop of Antioch, A. 

D. 237, on the demise of Zebinus. He acted with inimitable zeal, and 

governed the Church with admirable prudence during the most 

tempestuous times. The first misfortune that happened to Antioch 

during his mission, was the siege of it by Sapor, king of Persia; who, 

having overrun all Syria, took and plundered this city among others, and 

used the Christian inhabitants with greater severity than the rest, but was 

soon totally defeated by Gordian.  

After Gordian's death, in the reign of Decius, that emperor came to 

Antioch, where, having a desire to visit an assembly of Christians, 

Babylas opposed him, and absolutely refused to let him come in. The 

emperor dissembled his anger at that time; but soon sending for the 

bishop, he sharply reproved him for his insolence, and then ordered him 

to sacrifice to the pagan deities as an expiation for his offense. This 

being refused, he was committed to prison, loaded with chains, treated 

with great severities, and then beheaded, together with three young men 

who had been his pupils. A. D. 251.  

Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem, about this time was cast into prison on 

account of his religion, where he died through the severity of his 

confinement.  

Origen, the celebrated presbyter and catchiest of Alexandria, at the age 

of sixty-four, was seized, thrown into a loathsome prison, laden with 

fetters, his feet placed in the stocks, and his legs extended to the utmost 

for several successive days. He was threatened with fire, and tormented 
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by every lingering means the most infernal imaginations could suggest. 

During this cruel temporizing, the emperor Decius died, and Gallus, 

who succeeded him, engaging in a war with the Goths, the Christians 

met with a respite. In this interim, Origen obtained his enlargement, and, 

retiring to Tyre, he there remained until his death, which happened 

when he was in the sixty-ninth year of his age.  

Gallus, the emperor, having concluded his wars, a plague broke out in 

the empire: sacrifices to the pagan deities were ordered by the emperor, 

and persecutions spread from the interior to the extreme parts of the 

empire, and many fell martyrs to the impetuosity of the rabble, as well as 

the prejudice of the magistrates. Among these were Cornelius, the 

Christian bishop of Rome, and Lucius, his successor, in 253.  

Most of the errors which crept into the Church at this time arose from 

placing human reason in competition with revelation; but the fallacy of 

such arguments being proved by the most able divines, the opinions 

they had created vanished away like the stars before the sun.  

H. The Eighth Persecution, Under Valerian, A. D. 257 

The eighth wave of persecution began under Valerian, in the month of 

April, 257, and continued for three years and six months. The martyrs 

that fell in this persecution were innumerable, and their tortures and 

deaths as various and painful. The most eminent martyrs were the 

following, though neither rank, sex, nor age were regarded.  

Stephen, bishop of Rome, was beheaded in the same year, and about 

that time Saturninus, the pious orthodox bishop of Toulouse, refusing 

to sacrifice to idols, was treated with all the barbarous indignities 

imaginable, and fastened by the feet to the tail of a bull and martyr's 

brains were dashed out.  
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Sextus succeeded Stephen as bishop of Rome. In the year 258, 

Marcianus, who had the management of the Roman government, 

procured an order from the emperor Valerian, to put to death all the 

Christian clergy in Rome, and hence the bishop with six of his deacons, 

suffered martyrdom in 258.  

A. D. 207, Cyprian was brought before the proconsul Aspasius 

Paturnus, who exiled him to a little city on the Lybian sea. On the death 

of this proconsul, he returned to Carthage, but was soon after seized, 

and carried before the new governor, who condemned him to be 

beheaded; which sentence was executed on the fourteenth of September, 

A. D. 258.  

The disciples of Cyprian, martyred in this persecution, were Lucius, 

Flavian, Victoricus, Remus, Montanus, Julian, Primelus, and Donatian.  

At Utica, a most terrible tragedy was exhibited: three hundred Christians 

were, by the orders of the proconsul, placed round a burning lime kiln. 

A pan of coals and incense being prepared, they were commanded either 

to sacrifice to Jupiter, or to be thrown into the kiln. Unanimously 

refusing, they bravely jumped into the pit, and were immediately 

suffocated.  

Fructuosus, bishop of Tarragon, in Spain, and his two deacons, 

Augurius and Eulogius, were burnt for being Christians.  

Alexander, Malchus, and Priscus, three Christians of Palestine, with a 

woman of the same place, voluntarily accused themselves of being 

Christians; on which account they were sentenced to be devoured by 

tigers, which sentence was executed accordingly.  

Maxima, Donatilla, and Secunda, three virgins of Tuburga, had gall and 

vinegar given them to drink, were then severely scourged, tormented on 
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a gibbet, rubbed with lime, scorched on a gridiron, worried by wild 

beasts, and at length beheaded.  

It is here proper to take notice of the singular but miserable fate of the 

emperor Valerian, who had so long and so terribly persecuted the 

Christians. This tyrant, by a stratagem, was taken prisoner by Sapor, 

emperor of Persia, who carried him into his own country, and there 

treated him with the most unexampled indignity, making him kneel 

down as the meanest slave, and treading upon him as a footstool when 

he mounted his horse. After having kept him for the space of seven 

years in this abject state of slavery, he caused his eyes to be put out, 

though he was then eighty-three years of age. This not satiating his 

desire of revenge, he soon after ordered his body to be flayed alive, and 

rubbed with salt, under which torments he expired; and thus fell one of 

the most tyrannical emperors of Rome, and one of the greatest 

persecutors of the Christians.  

A.D. 260, Gallienus, the son of Valerian, succeeded him, and during his 

reign (a few martyrs excepted) the Church enjoyed peace for some years.  

I. The Ninth Persecution Under Aurelian, A. D. 274 

The principal sufferers were: Felix, bishop of Rome. This prelate was 

advanced to the Roman see in 274. He was the first martyr to Aurelian's 

petulancy, being beheaded on the twenty-second of December, in the 

same year.  

Agapetus, a young gentleman, who sold his estate, and gave the money 

to the poor, was seized as a Christian, tortured, and then beheaded at 

Praeneste, a city within a day's journey of Rome.  

These are the only martyrs left upon record during this reign, as it was 

soon put to a stop by the emperor's being murdered by his own 

domestics, at Byzantium. 
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Aurelian was succeeded by Tacitus, who was followed by Probus, as the 

latter was by Carus: this emperor being killed by a thunder storm, his 

sons, Carnious and Numerian, succeeded him, and during all these 

reigns the Church had peace.  

Diocletian mounted the imperial throne, A. D. 284; at first he showed 

great favor to the Christians. In the year 286, he associated Maximian 

with him in the empire; and some Christians were put to death before 

any general persecution broke out. Among these were Felician and 

Primus, two brothers.  

In the year of Christ 286, a most remarkable affair occurred; a legion of 

soldiers, consisting of six thousand six hundred and sixty-six men, 

contained none but Christians. This legion was called the Theban 

Legion, because the men had been raised in Thebias: they were 

quartered in the east until the emperor Maximian ordered them to 

march to Gaul, to assist him against the rebels of Burgundy. They 

passed the Alps into Gaul, under the command of Mauritius, Candidus, 

and Exupernis, their worthy commanders, and at length joined the 

emperor. Maximian, about this time, ordered a general sacrifice, at which 

the whole army was to assist; and likewise he commanded that they 

should take the oath of allegiance and swear, at the same time, to assist 

in the extirpation of Christianity in Gaul. Alarmed at these orders, each 

individual of the Theban Legion absolutely refused either to sacrifice or 

take the oaths prescribed. This so greatly enraged Maximian, that he 

ordered the legion to be decimated, that is, every tenth man to be 

selected from the rest, and put to the sword. This bloody order having 

been put in execution, those who remained alive were still inflexible, 

when a second decimation took place, and every tenth man of those 

living was put to death. This second severity made no more impression 

than the first had done; the soldiers preserved their fortitude and their 

principles, but by the advice of their officers they drew up a loyal 

remonstrance to the emperor. This, it might have been presumed, would 

have softened the emperor, but it had a contrary effect: for, enraged at 
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their perseverance and unanimity, he commanded that the whole legion 

should be put to death, which was accordingly executed by the other 

troops, who cut them to pieces with their swords, September 22, 286.  

J. The Tenth Persecution, Under Diocletian, A. D. 303 

Under the Roman emperors, commonly called the Era of the Martyrs, 

was occasioned partly by the increasing number and luxury of the 

Christians, and the hatred of Galerius, the adopted son of Diocletian, 

who, being stimulated by his mother, a bigoted pagan, never ceased 

persuading the emperor to enter upon the persecution, until he had 

accomplished his purpose.  

The fatal day fixed upon to commence the bloody work, was the twenty-

third of February, A. D. 303, that being the day in which the Terminalia 

were celebrated, and on which, as the cruel pagans boasted, they hoped 

to put a termination to Christianity. On the appointed day, the 

persecution began in Nicomedia, on the morning of which the prefect 

of that city repaired, with a great number of officers and assistants, to 

the church of the Christians, where, having forced open the doors, they 

seized upon all the sacred books, and committed them to the flames.  

The whole of this transaction was in the presence of Diocletian and 

Galerius, who, not contented with burning the books, had the church 

levelled with the ground. This was followed by a severe edict, 

commanding the destruction of all other Christian churches and books; 

and an order soon succeeded, to render Christians of all denomination 

outlaws.  

The publication of this edict occasioned an immediate martyrdom, for a 

bold Christian not only tore it down from the place to which it was 

affixed, but execrated the name of the emperor for his injustice. A 

provocation like this was sufficient to call down pagan vengeance upon 
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his head; he was accordingly seized, severely tortured, and then burned 

alive.  

All the Christians were apprehended and imprisoned; and Galerius 

privately ordered the imperial palace to be set on fire, that the Christians 

might be charged as the incendiaries, and a plausible pretense given for 

carrying on the persecution with the greater severities. A general 

sacrifice was commenced, which occasioned various martyrdom. No 

distinction was made of age or sex; the name of Christian was so 

obnoxious to the pagans that all indiscriminately fell sacrifices to their 

opinions. Many houses were set on fire, and whole Christian families 

perished in the flames; and others had stones fastened about their necks, 

and being tied together were driven into the sea. The persecution 

became general in all the Roman provinces, but more particularly in the 

east; and as it lasted ten years, it is impossible to ascertain the numbers 

martyred, or to enumerate the various modes of martyrdom.  

Racks, scourges, swords, daggers, crosses, poison, and famine, were 

made use of in various parts to dispatch the Christians; and invention 

was exhausted to devise tortures against such as had no crime, but 

thinking differently from the votaries of superstition.  

A city of Phrygia, consisting entirely of Christians, was burnt, and all the 

inhabitants perished in the flames.  

This was the bloodiest of all persecution until it was stayed by 

Constantine. 

3.8 TWO PRONGED ATTACK BY THE ENEMY 

As we saw the enemy - The Evil One and the evil ones of this world 

combined their forces in a two pronged continued attack to destroy the 

sown word of God. This attempt started with the birth of Jesus when 

we have the attempt of Herod to kill the child Jesus. Satan tempted Jesus 
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in the wilderness and final temptations in the mount of Gathsemene. 

When this did not work these forces were at work from then on and 

continues to this day. The attack is two pronged. 

1. Direct persecution  

2. Polluting the true Gospel. 

and no where in the history this was so pronounced as at the post-

Apostolic period. One fact stood out during the persecution. In spite of 

the severe and cruel persecutions, Christians remained highly moral and 

were true models of good citizenship. 

The direct persecution came to an end in Roman Empire with the 

acceptance of Christianity as state religion by Emperor Constantine. But 

the struggle went on else where unabated and still goes on. 

It will go on till the end of the ages. 

"You shall have tribulations in this world. But be of good cheer, 

for I have overcome this world." 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE MUSTARD TREE 

  

4.1 THE PARABLE 

Three gospels report this parable in almost identical words. We can read 

them on Matt. 13: 31-32; Mk.4 30-32 and in Lk. 13: 18,19 

"The Kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and sowed 

in his field ("garden" Lukes version). It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has 

grown it is the greatest of all shrubs (herb) and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 

air comes and make nests in its branches." (Matt. 13) 

"It is like grain of mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 

of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 

shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the aid can make nests in 

its shades"  

(Mark 4) 

The introduction of this parable is given by Mark in a striking way. Here 

Jesus says, "With what can I compare the Kingdom of God or what 

parable shall we use for it?" (Mk 4:30) 

Luke also describes a similar expression "What is the kingdom of God 

like? And to what shall I compare it?" (Luke 13:18) 
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Evident in both reports is Jesus’ emphasis on finding a suitable parable. 

The concept is going to be difficult and Jesus expresses his great 

difficulty. This parable turns out to be a great stumbling block. 

4.2 IT IS LIKE A MUSTARD SEED 

 

Mustard seed evidently represents faith. In Matthew 17:20 Jesus says, "If 

you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, 

remove hence to yonder place; and it shall move." Again in Luke 17:6 

we have: He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 

can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it 

will obey you. 

Have you ever thought why the mustard seed is the representation of 

faith? Not because it is small. Faith can be as large as your life. The 

comparison lies in its nature. It is probably the most tightly packed seed 

of all. There is no place for air inside it. Later we shall see that air is the 

dominion of the devil. As a result it can withstand high pressures and 

high temperatures. Your faith may not be an all encompassing faith, that 

fills the totality of your personality, being and activity. Initially it is 

restricted to only a certain section of your being or personality or 

activity. You may have a pretty strong conviction in that area. that is the 

beginning of the Kingdom of Heaven. In everyone’s life it starts that 

way. It appears a grain of conviction at the time of your rebirth. Later, as 

you grow up in faith, you realize the fruitfulness of God and regions of 

surrender expands. This is the process of maturity in Christian growth. 
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Everyday you realize the fullness of God an you yield a new area to Him 

until your total personality belongs to Jesus. 

The Christian Church also grows like that. Historically it grew up like 

that. A small group of people unskilled in art and science and 

philosophy formed the beginning of the historical church. There were 

only twelve with Jesus always and 120 at Pentecost in the upper room. 

They were not learned men. But they had the conviction of the reality of 

the resurrected Jesus. 

Mustard seed is a spice used in cooking. Broken down under the high 

temperature of oil it gives out subtle pervading aroma. Freshly ground 

mustard is a potent penetrating dressing. It is used in the East as counter 

acting force against severe headaches. The paste is applied wantonly can 

cause burns. Evidently mustard seed is symbol of high potency. 

4.3 SOWED IN HIS GARDEN 

Notice that this seed was sown in his own garden. The soil is prepared 

and tended. "Where you sowed your seed and watered it with your feet, 

like a garden of herb." (Duet. 11:10) The picture here seems to be the 

backyard where essential herb were grown by the family. 

In the first parable, the sower was sowing at random in the open 

ground; in the second parable the sowing was done in his own field. 

Here in the third parable it is still narrowed down. What is sown is a 

single seed and it is sown in his garden. Luke uses the word explicitly, 

while in the others it is implied by the act of using one seed.  

" Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the 

garden a new tomb where no one had ever been laid. So......they laid 

Jesus there." (Jn. 19:41-42) Out of this seed grew the church which is 

described in this parable. 
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All these indicates that we are now talking about the church and not 
about missions and evangelisation. That was the purpose of the first 
parable. But now the church is here. It is the body of Christ. 
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4.3 IT BECAME A TREE 

"But when it is grown it is greater than the herb, and becomes a tree." 

Whenever I taught this parable, I ask the question. "Have you ever seen 

a mustard tree?" So far I have not come across any one who has actually 

seen a mustard tree. I ask them their concept of it as they have derived 

from this parable. They all describe a large tree of the size of an Oak or 

a Peepul Tree with branches reaching upto the heavens and with birds 

of all type making their nests on it. That is actually the picture painted in 

the parable. 

 

"It put forth large branches" 

"birds of the air come and make nests " 

But in reality there is no such mustard tree. Was Jesus making a mistake? 

Read the parable over. 

"But when it is grown, it is greater than all herb (shrubs)" So Jesus very 

well knew that mustard was a herb. 
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There are two types of mustards. The yellow variety and the black 

variety. Both are herb and are widely used in cooking. But the black 

variety is more abundant because the yield is much greater. The yellow 

mustard is a low lying plant - not growing more than a foot or two. The 

black variety grows into a shrub with its stems going upto a man’s 

height. This herb is a seasonal plant. It grows fast and covered with 

yellow flowers and produce fruit and it dies out. New plants grow in its 

place. 

Mustard is supposed to grow into herb. Herb add spice to the food for 

men and mustard is supposed to make it more savory. It acts like salt, 

added in small amounts bring out its aroma and make life pleasurable. 

But this mustard is a special one. It became a shrub, but it did not stay 

there. It grew and grew and grew into a tree which filled the earth. In the 

Bible we have two descriptions of trees that grew to fill the earth with 

their branches reaching the heavens beyond the clouds.  

The first description is found in Ezekiel 31. This is the description of 

the Kingdom of Pharaoh. 

Ez 31: 2 "Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his hordes: "'Who can 

be compared with you in majesty? 3 Consider Assyria, once a cedar in Lebanon, with 

beautiful branches overshadowing the forest; it towered on high, its top above the thick 

foliage. 4 The waters nourished it, deep springs made it grow tall; their streams flowed 

all around its base and sent their channels to all the trees of the field. 5 So it towered 

higher than all the trees of the field; its boughs increased and its branches grew long, 

spreading because of abundant waters.6 All the birds of the air nested in its boughs, 

all the beasts of the field gave birth under its branches; all the great nations lived in its 

shade. 

Then the tone changes and the judgment is pronounced. 

A similar description is seen in Daniel 4: 20-23 
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20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky, 

visible to the whole earth,21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food 

for all, giving shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its 

branches for the birds of the air-- 22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become 

great and strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion 

extends to distant parts of the earth. 

The tree we see is a symbol of a Kingdom of the world. A tree is always 

on earth and is earthly. A man blessed by God is like tree on earth 

(Psalms 1). there were trees of immense beauty in God’s garden on earth 

in Eden. because this was an earthly kingdom. 

Now we see that the church which was supposed to be a mustard herb 

grew up into a kingdom. It happened in history by a strange turn of 

events. In the Year 315 Constantine became the Emperor of Rome. 

During the thick of war he saw a vision of the monogram of Christ and 

heard the voice of assurance of success if the war was fought under the 

cross. He did this and he won. Thus a religion which was persecuted and 

hated became the religion of the state. A period known as State Church 

was born. But to consider this event as a an event of miracle will be 

taking the matter to absurdity. As we have seed in the previous chapter 

Christians were persecuted and massacred. In spite of that Christianity 

grew in number and the Christians were the spice of society. They made 

life tolerable in times of perils and disaster. They literally exemplified the 

good Citizenship and ideal man. As time went on even the new way 

found its way into the bastions of Royalties. There was now no going 

back. If Constantine saw the cross in his visions it was no accident. He 

was constantly been told and has been seeing it. If he had to arrive at the 

status of an Emperor, the old maxim of "One Country, One Faith" is to 

be maintained he had no other alternative. His opponents were pagans 

and the best way to out wit them was with this new faith which was 

defeating all human obstacles. 
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Whatever the reason was, as far as the Christians were concerned it 

made all the difference. A church which grew strong under the 

persecution in the underground movements suddenly found open air 

and grew up as a wild growth. A strange mutation took place. Instead of 

a mustard herb, we got a tree. 

Constantine and his devout mother began a period of rebuilding. 

Wherever a church was destroyed previously a more magnificent one 

arose. In Jerusalem Constance personally designated the places of Jesus’ 

life events and built over them magnificent imposing structures. New 

expensive churches and much money for bishops soon brought 

Christianity into popularity. It became popular and convenient to be a 

Christian. The positions of Bishop became covetable for the power, 

authority and wealth they brought. In Ad 324 the Emperor ordered all 

his subjects to be Christians. They marched groups of people to the 

river for baptism. Later in AD 341 the two sons of Constantine - 

Constantine II and Constantius in an edict ordered all temples closed 

and forbade sacrifices and idol worship on penalty of death. Freedom of 

individual man to chose right and wrong on which the whole dealing of 

God and Man rested was thrown to dogs. The incarnation itself was 

invalidated by forced conversion and opportunism. 

As the position of bishop became increasingly important, they began to 

take over secular kingdoms. Rome being capital, the Roman Bishop 

became more influential and powerful. But it was not always received 

meekly. The reaction came with Doantus the Great, bishop of Carthage, 

who claimed that his church was the true Catholic Church, his 

sacraments and ordinations alone valid. A severe persecution of 

Donatists utterly annihilated them by 321. 
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4.4 PUTS FORTH LARGE BRANCHES THAT THE BIRDS OF 

AIR CAME AND MADE NESTS IN ITS SHADE.  

 The large branches capable of offering nests for the birds of the air is 

evidently not possible in a mustard herb however large it grew. Birds of 

the air, or birds of the heaven always symbolize the Satanic powers. 

Whenever the ‘the birds of the air" is used symbolically it means 

children of the prince of the air. Prince of the air is Satan. Eph. 2:2 says 

"wherein you once walked, according to the course of the world, 

according to the prince of the powers of the air." Again Eph 6:12 says: 

"For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, 

against the spiritual powers of hosts of wickedness in heavenly places." 

Birds of the air are the birds of the heaven - the high flying birds of 

prey. These are considered unclean birds, not to be used as food. 

Remember we are now not talking about birds - but birds as an image. 

Our Lord clearly identified them in his interpretation of the first parable. 

"Birds are the evil ones " - Satan and all the forces of evil.  
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In Genesis 15 we see the birds of the air at the covenant ceremony 

between God and Abraham. In the midst of the description of a solemn 

symbolic sealing of the covenant, the sacred book deviates for a short 

while to tell us an apparently insignificant thing. "Birds of prey came 

down upon the carcasses, Abraham drove them away". It is significant in 

that Satan was trying to stop that covenant. 

When Satan discovered that he cannot crush the church by persecution, 

he allowed it to grow into a kingdom of this world. Now he can come 

into it freely and build his nest. Prestige, honor, power, authority and 

money became the ruling factors of Church.  

"Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all 

the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them; and he said to him, 

"All these things I will give you, if you fall down and worship me," (Mtt. 

4:8-9) Jesus rejected it. But the people who are called by his name 

bought it back. In rejecting Jesus sealed the salvation of mankind and in 

accepting church seals the damnation of the world on all who enter in it. 

Birds began to flock into the church. They argued, they criticized, they 

fought, flew around. Birds do all sorts of things. If you have ever lived 

near a tree filled with birds you will know what I mean. Oh, they even 

sing. They have the most beautiful organ. 

That is what exactly happened. Synods and councils, intrigues and 

diplomacy, declaration and banishment. This is the history of the church 

of this time. This is being continued within the church hierarchy all over 

the world. However this was predominant at the time of the State 

Church Period and in the Papacy Period. The tree was very large with 

lots of birds of prey on its branches. The story is too long and painful to 

describe in this short article. The reader is asked to read many of the 

books which deals with the black side of the Christian Church 

Administration of this period 
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.  

A short historical background 

The aim of this narrative is to outline the nature of the conflict between 

church and state in period following the conversion of Constantine to 

Christianity.. It concentrates on the papacy not because it was 

concentrated in Roman Papacy alone but because it was here that the 

effects were pronounced because Rome was the leading nation of the 

period. The main theme is the power struggle that went on between 

State and the Church. In Constantine, the Church was used as a tool to 

control the people by the Emperor. But soon the Church became too 

big for its shoes and the Church began to control Emperors. Then 

ensued the struggle between the State and the Church which is known as 

the Investiture Struggle. 
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Claims of Papal Authority: 

Papal claim for authority from the Bible is based on a wrong 

interpretation of the passage: 

Mat. 16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 

you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter ( 

Petrus a small piece of rock), and on this rock (Petra solid rock) I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20 Then he 

warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.21 From that time on 

Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 

must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"23 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of 

men." 

Evidently Jesus was not going to build his church on a small vacillating 

piece of rock but on the faith that he was indeed Christ. At any rate in 

the next minute Peter was directly called Satan. Did Jesus build his 

Church on Satan? 

The first synod of the Church when a decision on gentiles were to be 

made, it was done in Jerusalem, not in Rome; and it was James the 

brother of Jesus who presided over it even when Peter was present on 

that occasion. Though it is possible that Peter visited Rome, there are no 

known valid documentation or evidence for this other than legends over 

it. Paul was the Apostle of Rome. In fact hierachial system and 

priesthood were never part of the original church. It was brought in by 
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the back door as Churches became powerful and pastors became 

bishops with regalia. 

However the rise of Roman Church and papacy was a historical 

development brought about by the political conditions of the world at 

that time. Being bishop of an important city naturally gave increased 

stature, and Rome was (until the 4th century) the most important city in 

the western world. The Eastern Churches which were in existence then 

,however totally rejected the claims of the Roman Church. The Bishops 

of Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Constantinople and India never 

accepted that claim in spite of pressures. The claim remained one sided 

and gave opportunities for, bishops who were deposed by a local 

churches due to heresy or moral problems to take advantage and refuge 

in Roman church who were very willing to do that. It was through these 

intrigues that Papacy became powerful 

 Epicsopos becomes Bishop 

 Christianity came to Rome probably as early as 49 AD. St. Paul reached 

Rome in 61-63 AD and was martyred by decapitation in 67 AD. The 

leaders were called Episcopos or Deacons. The name Bishop appears 

only from Ad 160 onwards. The first bishop was Stephen I who was 

bishop during AD 254-257. Then came Xystus II (257-258 who was 

martyred by the emperor Valentinian. Marcellinus (296-304) recanted 

under persecution during the reign of Diocletian and was apostacised.  

 Constantine's conversion made matters different. Pope Damasus I (366-

384) could now claim of Roman Church and referred it as "the 

Apostolic See of Peter". In 312 the Lateran Palace was given to bishop 

Miltiades as Pope’s residence by Constantine’s mother and the first 

official State Church was build over the legendary site of Peter’s 

crucifixion and became Vatican. But the Popes who reigned there were 

mostly weak in political wielding of power till Leo I (440-461) who 

claimed to be the "heir" to the throne of St. Peter. Since Peter was the 
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chief of Apostles all bishops were subject to him. However at the death 

of Leo, the subsequent Popes were not that powerful and they fell into 

disrepute and in AD 537 Pope Silverus was deposed and Vigilius who 

took over was carried away as a prisoner and died in labor camp 

Papacy had to wait till 590 AD when Gregory became Pope. The 

political situation in Rome gave him the total control of the City and he 

declared himself as the ruler of Rome. His strong administrative abilities 

soon put power in his hands within the Church and also in the State. It 

was by the efforts of Gregory that Britain became Christian. 

  

4.5 JESUS WRITES A LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN 

PERGAMOS 

 Jesus addresses this church as Pergamos in Revelation 2:13-17. The 

name Pergamos means certainly married. A very significant name. The 

empire of Rome married the Church which is supposed to be the Bride 

of the Lamb. The bride waited and waited for nearly three centuries for 

the bridegroom to come from the heavens as he has promised. When 

the eschatology did not take place, she decided to take a husband from 

among the empires of the world - at least in Rome and that was the 

most eligible bachelor of the place - the Empire of Rome itself. Thus the 

harlotry begins 

Rev. 2:12 "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of 

him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.13 I know where you live--where Satan 

has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in 

me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your 

city--where Satan lives.14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have 

people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the 

Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual 

immorality. 15 Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the 
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Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight 

against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden 

manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only 

to him who receives it. 

 4.6 CERTAINLY MARRIED 

In the context of the addressing and history it is doubtful whether "Yet 

you remain true to my name" which is translated in RSV as "Yet you 

hold fast to my name" is to be considered as a commendation or disgust. 

Like the adulteress who holds fast the name of her husband and enjoys 

the bounties of him, the Church being married to the worldly empire 

claimed still to be the Church of Christ. It did everything in the name of 

faith, including force, persecution and killing then on. Those who read 

the later history will think twice before interpreting otherwise. Antipas 

means against all - who withstood all others for the truth. This truth was 

sacrificed at the altar of Satan. As the history unfolds we see the truth 

sacrificed over and over again at the altar of Satan for the fancy of an 

emperor, empress Pope or a bishop. 

 4.7 TEACHING OF BALAAM 

Balaam, a prophet of God who lived among the heathens was hired by 

Balak the King of Moab to curse the passing Israel. Though greed and 

desirous of money Balaam could not curse the People of God. So he 

counseled that Israelites be invited for Moabite festivals and thus seduce 

the men to take wives from Moabites. You can read the story in 

Numbers 22 - 24 and a clear exposition of Balaam’s teaching in 

Numbers 31:13-20. You cannot defeat the People of God. But there is a 

possibility of weakening them. Seduce their men. Let power and 

pleasure enter the Church, that will weaken it. 
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"That they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice immorality." 

Honoring the memory of apostles and martyrs gave way to adoration. 

They began to call these men ‘saints" and all other sinners. (The Bible 

says that all Christians are saints) Then they began to pray to them (AD 

375) and made them intermediary gods. This was an old concept where 

a big God is approached through a lesser god. Mary became the carrier 

of God and Mother of God. (AD 431) and from her evolved a sinless, 

eternally virgin Queen of Heaven who never died and was taken to 

Heaven where she now reigns sitting beside her son. The concept of the 

virgin goddess as Queen of Heaven is as old as Nimrod the Great 

Hunter, builder of Babel. Read also Jeremiah 44. Worship of pictures 

and idols became an open practice in the churches. Of course there were 

oppositions. But under the ruling power , the outer church went on. 

Relics became the object of worship.  

Lord’s supper became a sacrifice - the sacrifice has to go on every day 

because the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross was not complete. People 

will have to eat the flesh and drink the blood of this God to be made 

holy for a while until it is digested. 

Worship became liturgical with magical chants and music. It was just the 

copy of any temple worship in any other religion except their names 

were changed. Zeus became Jesus, Diana became Mary, Appolo became 

Peter and so on. Idol worship and spiritual harlotry were here to stay. It 

continues even today. 

 4.8 NICOLAITANS 

Along with Balaam’s teachings came Nicolaitans. The trend of a spiritual 

leader in early church now began to crystallize. Like all pagan religions a 

special privileged class of clergy with all sorts of hierachial authority 

began to evolve. To consolidate the position of priest even the basic 

teaching of Christianity were manipulated until only the husk remained. 
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4.9 GOD’S PLAN 

While Satan was thus able to conquer the Church, God’s plans were not 

foiled. It was all within the design of the growth of the Kingdom of 

Heaven. The low growing mustard herb grows under the shade. The big 

tree provided the shade. In spite of all the corruption and politics there 

remained the sons of the Kingdom. Small mustard Herb’s still grew in 

the shade of the church and even outside in small groups. they grew, 

flowered produced their own kind and vanished to give way to a new 

generation. 

One such place where the faith the seed of the Word of god lived on 

was the monasteries. When social life became a heresy, many faithful 

withdrew behind the walls to lead a separated life, to study the word and 

to live a useful life. these places became the palaces of great learning. We 

are grateful to their meticulous way of preserving the Word of God. The 

great thing is that these places were protected by the Roman Empire and 

the Roman Church. The mustard did continue under the shadow of the 

Tree. 

In the East and West there were influences of these vibrations. But just 

the same way the fire was still burning. More so in the Eastern Churches 

than in the West. 

This plan of God cannot be beaten. It is even today functioning. Under 

the shadow of mammoth cathedrals, unbelieving clergy and hostile 

theological world, the sons of the Kingdom are still sprouting. they 

grow, flower, give rise to the fruits. It does not matter what 

denomination, or what is the structure of the organization under whose 

shadow it lives. If you look underneath you will still see the mustard 

Herb. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE LEAVEN 

5.1 THE PARABLE 

Matt. 13:33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven 

is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour 

until it worked all through the dough." 

This parable which also appears in Luke is usually explained as a figure 

of how the presence of the Gospel in a wicked world permeated into it 

and transformed it into a heaven. But if you critically look at it, that is 

exactly what it is not. 

 Christ was not a reformer. His message was not one of reformation but 

of rebirth. Creation of a new creature was his method of creating the 

kingdom of heaven. Man with his sinful nature cannot be reformed into 

a sinless creature. By gradual evolution even under ideal conditions men 

do not become Gods. The sickness of man cannot be cured from inside 

or from outside. 

Jn.3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of 

God unless he is born again." 4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" 

Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to 

be born!" 5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of 

God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit gives birth to spirit.7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be 

born again.'8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 

tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 
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True enough rebirth is produced by the presence of the witness in a 

community. "But how are men to call upon him in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to hear without a preacher?.... So faith 

comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes from preaching 

Christ." (Rom. 10:14-17) 

However Jesus never expected the whole world to be born again. He 

wants it. But he knows that it cannot be, so he compares Christians to 

light and salt. But he never compared himself or his people to leaven. 

The Kingdom is ushered in its fullness only on his personal return. Even 

then after a thousand years of peaceful and righteous reign, when Satan 

is unleashed, the unregenerate people of his temporal kingdom will 

revolt against him. This only shows that sinful men cannot be reformed. 

Then what is the meaning of this parable? This parable we know refers 

to a period following the period of mustard tree. 

5.2 THE LEAVEN 

 

Let us look into the word of god to see the meaning of the symbols. 

Nowhere , repeat, nowhere under any circumstance, leaven is associated 

with a constructive process. Leavening is a decaying process and all 

through the Bible it is seed as a symbol of sin and heresy and false 

teachings. 
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1 Cor. 5:6 Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works 

through the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new 

batch without yeast--as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of 

malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth. 

Galations 5:9 repeats the same idea. 

Because of this symbolism, leaven was never a part of the sacrifice. It 

was strictly forbidden, even when it forms part of a first fruit offering it 

may be brought in but never burned. Thus in priestly code we see, "No 

offering which you bring shall be made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven, nor 

honey as an offering by fire to the Lord. As an offering of first fruit you may bring 

them to the Lord, but they shall not be offered on the altar." (Lev. 2:11-12) 

Leaven is a symbol of sin, and as such on the feast of the unleavened 

bread, the feast celebrating the separation of the nation of Israel as a 

Holy nation liberated from the bondage of Egypt (sin and slavery) "seven 

days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the first day you shall put away leaven out of 

your house, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh 

day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.......For seven days no leaven shall be 

found in your house.....you shall eat nothing leavened...." (Ex. 12:14-20) 

It is reported again in Ex 13:6-7 "No leavened bread shall be seen with you, and 

no leaven shall be seen with in your entire territory." 

Even today Jews keeps this strict search of leaven on the eve of the 

unleavened bread festival with meticulous care. 

5.3 UNLEAVENED BREAD 

We have seen how Jesus is the seed. He is the wheat that fell down and 
died so that it may bring forth abundance. Jn. 12: 24 I tell you the truth, 
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unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 

 

When Moses went up into the presence of God to receive instructions 

on Law and ceremonies, God was telling him about Jesus all the time. So 

in all symbols of worship we will see Jesus symbolized. Jesus appears as 

wheat, as fruits of Life. Lev. 23: 11 He is to wave the sheaf before the 

LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on 

the day after the Sabbath. 

Jesus went through the mill of worldly suffering to bring about this and 

was ground by it. So he appears as the meal or flour in the Old 

Testament. There are ways of presenting the meal for acceptable 

sacrifice - oblation as dough from wheat flour, baked in an oven, cooked 

in a girdle and fried in a pan (Lev. 2:4-10) 

But it is always without leaven mixed in oil (symbol of anointing of Jesus 

as Prophet, Priest and King) but added with salt (symbol of the 

covenant and non-decaying preservative). It is always burned with 

frankincense (symbol of acceptance through obedient suffering - being 

broken and thereby giving out fragrance) 

Jesus said: " I am the bread of life ....I am the bread that came down 

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live fore ever; and the 

bread which I shall give for this world is my flesh" (Jn. 6:35-51) As a 

symbol of feeding on the Word of God (Jesus) on the table inside the 

temple were twelve unleavened loaves of bread renewed every week. It 
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was eaten by Aaron and his children (Priests) on every Sabbath. "And you 

shall take fine flour and bake twelve cakes of it.....you shall set them in two rows, six 

in a row upon the table of pure gold....." (Lev. 24:5-9) 

Everywhere where Jesus was represented it was always without leaven. 

The only time when two leavened loaves of bread were presented before 

the Lord was at the Feast of the Pentecost which arrived 50 days after 

the sheaf waving of wheat and Barley. It marked the end of harvest of 

the past season and the beginning of the first fruit of next season. (Deut. 

16:9-11). The bread now offered is leavened; and only two loaves were 

brought. (Lev. 23:15-17) This bread represents the Jews and the 

Gentiles, the first fruits on which the Holy Spirit came down to 

inaugurate the Church. It represents sinful men through whom the 

kingdom of God is inaugurated. 

Thus quite contrary to normal interpretation, the leaven represents the 

false teachings, sin and heresy while the flour (meal) represents the body 

of Christ, the Church and Jesus himself and the Word of God. 

5.4 THREE MEASURES OF MEAL 

The number three as we know represents the divine perfection. Thus we 

have the perfection of Godhead in the trinity of Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. We have the perfection of divine witness also as three in Spirit, 

Water and Blood ( 1 Jn. 5:7-8) The appearance of number three clearly 

indicates that Jesus did want to make a point of the divine perfection . 

The story otherwise does not require any measure specification. It is 

otherwise utterly superfluous. The leaven therefore is directed against 

the perfection and totality of God and his totality of witness - against the 

person of God and his means of working his purposes on the earth. 

Meal, the flour mixed with oil then clearly represents the Church.  Thus 

the leaven in the meal denote the springing up of heretic teachings that 

undermine the concept of God. 
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5.5 THREE TYPES OF LEAVENS 

There are therefore three types of leaven if we are trying to classify. 

Mind you the leaven does not replace flour. It only modifies it, thus 

falsifying the initial state. In Matthew Jesus mentions about two such 

leavens. Mat. 16:6 "Be careful," Jesus said to them. "Be on your guard 

against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 

What was the adulteration of the Pharisees? Luke 12:1 defines this ""Be 

on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." 

One way of killing the word of God is to make Christianity a religion. 

Jesus used the word hypocrisy several times.  Jewish rabies never used 

that word.  The word itself  originated from the Greek and Roman 

Theater.  It refers to acting in a theatre where the actors acted out the 

part given to them. Make the act of worship hollow, a ceremony, an 

attendance without participation in spirit. This needs a lot of actions 

purposefully put in. Introduce rituals and liturgies. Read mathew 23 

where Jesus explains it in detail. Being legalistic to the letter was the 

basic tenet of Pharisaic leaven. Legalism taken without the spirit 

becomes a deadly corruption. But this was not new. We know that Paul 

had to wrestle with the Judaisers about circumcision and Jewish 

traditions brought into the Church. Traditions and legalism then were 

the two prongs of this decay. 

What is the leaven of the Saducee? 

Mark 12 18 tells us that they did not believe in the resurrection. They are 

the demytholisers, logistical theologians. "It does not stand to reason" 

they say. But they don’t repudiate the word. They try to modify it 

according to the temporal wisdom of the world. They refused the bodily 

resurrection of man. Paul lashes out against them in 1 Cor. 15: 12- 19 

the resurrected Jesus the core of the Christian message. "If Christ is not 

risen, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. This is 

based on the second dimension of man - his intellect, mind and soul. 
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Now we turn to the Mark 8:15. The story told here is the same as in 

Mathew 16:6. But here we are given a third type of leaven - the leaven of 

the Herodians. Herodians were a cult who mixed Jewish faith with 

Greek paganism. Herodian heresy was syncretism.  They played down 

the consequence of sin. This could be termed the teaching of Balaam 

which entertained joining in the eating of food sacrificed to the idols and 

in cultic prostitution. Spiritual fornication is the usual name given to this. 

It is directed directly against the holiness of God and his work in history. 

Man is the supreme authority and body is the pride of man. Herodians 

displayed their bodies for its beauty. The Jews even tried to surgically 

remove their circumcision - the sign of the covenant for this.  

  PHARISEES SADUCEES HERODIANS 

CHARACTER 
Hypocrisy, 
Tradition 
building, Legalism 

Denial of bodily 
resurrection. 
Demytholisation.  

Intellectualization 

Syncretism, 
Teaching of 
Balaam , spiritual 
and Physical 
fornication 

ACTS 
THROUGH 

Spirit of Man Intellect of Man Body of Man 

DIRECTED 
AGAINST THE 
PERSON OF 

Holy spirit Son Father 

DIRECTED 
AGAINST THE 
WITNESS 

Spirit Blood Water 

 5.6 THE WOMAN 

Who is this woman? There are essentially two women in the Bible. 

Others are patterns of these two. One is the bride of the Lamb - the 
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Church and the other is the bride of Devil - the harlot. Both have the 

same function in relation to the head. If the duty of the church is to 

keep the faith from corruption, it is the duty of the harlot to corrupt it. 

The Church therefore mixes the cereal offering with salt that it may not 

decay. The Church members are the salt of the earth. Thus in Lev. 2:13 

we are told that "you shall season all your cereal offering with salt; you 

shall not let the salt of the covenant with your God be lacking from your 

cereal offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt." 

Thus from the evidence we identify the woman as the bride of Satan:  

Rev 17:1 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, 

"Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many 

waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of 

the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries." 3 Then the angel carried 

me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast 

that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The 

woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones 

and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the 

filth of her adulteries. 5 This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY 

BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND 

OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 I saw that the woman 

was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. 

When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then the angel said to me: "Why are 

you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she 

rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 8 The beast, which you saw, once was, 

now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The 

inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from 

the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once 

was, now is not, and yet will come.9 "This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven 

heads are seven hills on which the woman sits.10 They are also seven kings. Five have 

fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a 

little while. 
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God created woman as an emotional and susceptible personality. 

Therefore they are symbols of churches - good and bad. Women are the 

backbone of every church. And they are the greatest supporters of 

heretics too. Jezebel the wife of Ahab is usually the symbol of evil 

forces. As a foretaste of spiritual fornication encouraged by Jezebel 

stands two women figures of this Church Period - Empress Irene and 

Empress Theodesia. In AD 726 Pope Leo III in an attempt to eradicate 

idol worship started a widespread destruction of images and persecution 

of image worshippers. The result was a religious riot which Pope 

handled with the might of the army. Gregory III at the Synod of Rome 

excommunicated all proponents of icons and idols in 732 AD and the 

Ecumenical Council of Constance declared that only Satan could have 

introduced image worship into the Church. But the tables were turned 

with the ascension of Empress Irene and by AD 787 in the second 

General Council of Nicea convened by her, iron relics, pictures and idols 

were authorized. It is in fact decreed that anyone who consecrates a 

church without these must be punished as a transgressor. This Jezebel 

has the zeal even to tear out the eyes of her own son by this decree. 

Under her the Marilatory came into its zenith as we should expect.. In 

794 the Council of Frankfurt again condemned the image worship which 

was ratified by the Council of Paris. But in AD 842 another Jezebel 

came to power - the Byzantine Empress Theodosia. She re-established 

the image worship and set out on an inquisition. Between 842 and 847 

she was able to destroy more than a hundred thousand people who 

refused to bow down before the idols - beheaded, burned or drowned. 

These martyrs are remembered today as Paulicians. 

As to Jezebels who committed physical fornication we have the history 

of two harlots who actually ruled the church - Theodora and her 

daughter Marozia. These prostitutes controlled the Popes and the Papal 

chair for over 60 years (904 - 963 AD) and the period is known as the 

era of Pornocracy`  
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5.7 RISE OF THE PAPAL CHURCH OF ROME 

Rome is the only city that was built on seven hills. We have seen how 

the Emperors of Rome persecuted the early Christians and how a twist 

in history Christianity became the State Religion. This provided a 

congenial atmosphere for the infiltration of Roman religious cults and 

ceremonies into the now popular Christian Church. It also encouraged 

the growth of priestcraft, also borrowing heavily from the local 

paganism. A separate class of clergy and a hierarchy of priests ranging 

from Pope to deacons came into existence with well defined job 

descriptions and status. 

Now there were two authorities - the State and the Church. As the 

power of the priests began to reach heights, a struggle between the state 

and the church began. As the secular Roman Empire began to 

disintegrate, the all embracing cohesive factor of faith gave the Pope a 

superiority over the Kings of the various countries which constituted the 

old Roman Empire. It came to a head at the time of Gregory in 590 AD. 

Gradually Popes became the King Makers. 

When the Papal chair became the seat of ultimate authority, the power 

struggle set in and instead of being a seat of spiritual authority and 

strength, it became a seat of worldliness. Evil men and women often 

took control of it. Murder, treachery and simony (buying position with 

money) were constant recurring events, There was a period (AD 904 - 

963) in the papal history when two harlots took control of the Papal 

throne. Marozia, the daughter of Theodora, wife of Senator Theophylact 

became the mistress of Pope Sergius III, Marozia and her mother 

became very powerful, so they imprisoned the next elected Pope- Pope 

John X and made the illegitimate son of Sergius from Marozia Pope 

under the title Pope John XI. Then his brother Alberic followed as Pope 

Alberic II. He was succeeded by Pope John XII who was the nephew of 

JohnXI when he was only 18 years old. He proved to be so highly 

immoral that one of the Kings took courage to arrest him, try him and 
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depose him in AD 963. But when King Otto I returned to his country, 

Germany, John came back to power and ruled for another year. 

In AD 1032 the ruling Pope Benedict VIII made his nephew as Pope 

Benedict IX when he was only 12 years old. He obtained the chair by 

simony. He was highly immoral and lived in adultery and was involved 

in robbery and murder. So the people of Rome drove him out. But he 

managed to sell the papacy to Gregory IV. Later Benedict IX killed the 

them reigning Pope, Clement II and again became Pope. In AD 1045 he 

again sold it to one John Grattan who became Pope Gregory VI. The 

history of Papacy thus continues as a worldly power beset with the birds 

of the air. 

5.8 PHARISEES AND THE HERODIANS 

The rise of clergy gave rise to the trend of creating new techniques of 

efficiently controlling the masses. All efforts were directed towards 

building up a theology which would defend and enlarge ecclesiastical 

authority and claims. It took three forms: 

1. Primacy and Universality of Roman Pope. Doctrine of Petrine 

succession and authority of Pope as the sole custodian and distributor of 

divine will and purpose) 

2. The supremacy of spiritual authority over temporal authority. (As 

God’s representative Popes became King Makers) 

3. Transmission of Grace through sacraments. "The priests alone, by the 

appointment of Christ, has in his hands the power of the sacramental 

impartation of Grace, and thus the redemptive miraculous element of 

the church, without which there is no deliverance from original sin or 

from purgatory."  
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Seven sacraments were decreed: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 

Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders and Matrimony. 

This scheme was complete when the word of God was taken away from 

the common man in AD 1198 and a sever inquisition was instituted to 

destroy all those who held different views and they were exterminated 

with an iron hand. One means of making money was to sell ‘masses’ and 

forgiveness of sin. One could buy this pardon in advance for a whole life 

time and even for dead people. 

But in spite of all these, there were people who learned to love the Lord. 

Through persecutions they kept the word and studied it. Some even 

ventured to translate the word of God into the languages of the 

common people. Hue and cry, excommunication and stakes followed. 

The first English Bible was translated and published by John Wycliff in 

13 82. Xemenes de Asners, a Pope who became a hermit produced the 

Polglot Bible in Hebrew, Greek and Latin and got in printed. The 

Spanish Bible appeared in AD 1478, the French Bible in AD 1487, the 

Bohemian Bible in 1488 and the Scottish and German Bibles in Ad 

1520. Wherever and whenever the Word of God was given it was 

followed by great revivals which gradually got momentum till 

reformation and Protestantism led by Martin Luther (AD 1517)and 

other caved in. 

Even within the Roman Catholic Church were people who consecrated 

themselves to serve humanity and extension of the idea of Christian love 

and faith though shrouded in Romanism. Thought they never came out 

of the Romanism and remaining within its bounds they evangelized as 

much as they could. Among them are Adrian ( who evangelized 

Scotland), Wilfred (who evangelized England), Cadda of 

Northumberland, Wilfrid the apostle to Germany, Bernard of Clairvauss 

the hymn writer, Peter Bruyes, Dominic, Francis of Assisi, Thomas 

Aquinas and Catherine of Sienna - the patron saint of Italy. 
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I have taken the history of the Europe centralized in Rome.  The story 

of the churches elsewhere were not very different.  Countries that got 

subjugated to the Gnostic influence turned themselves into idol worship 

and elaborate rituals and got rid of the Person of Jesus himself.  India is 

one such clear example.  The Churches established by Thomas the 

Apostle eventually succumbed to the Gnostics and became Hindu 

Sanadhana Dharma with several divisions.  Today we don’t even 

recognize the original content. 

5.9 JESUS WRITES TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA 

This church is addressed by Jesus as the Church in Thyatira. Thyatira 

could be translated as Sacrifice of labor or as Goddess of Hunting. To 

this chuch Jesus writes this letter. 

Rev. 2: 18 "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the 

Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished 

bronze.19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and 

that you are now doing more than you did at first.20 Nevertheless, I have this against 

you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching 

she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to 

idols.21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.22 So 

I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with 

her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.23 I will strike her children dead. 

Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I 

will repay each of you according to your deeds.24 Now I say to the rest of you in 

Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-

called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you):25 Only hold on to 

what you have until I come.26 To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I 

will give authority over the nations--27 'He will rule them with an iron scepter; he 

will dash them to pieces like pottery' -- just as I have received authority from my 

Father.28 I will also give him the morning star.29 He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. 
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CHAPTER SIX   
 

THE HIDDEN TREASURE 

6.1 THE PARABLE  

 

“The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a 

man found covered up, then in his joy goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field”  

Mt. 13:44 

 

 
6.2  THE TREASURE  

Treasure in the Bible is used in many different senses.  There are good 

treasures and bad treasures.  In Matthew 12:35 Jesus says: “The good 

man out of his good treasure brings forth food and the evil man out of 

his evil treasures brings forth evil.”  See also Luke 6:45.  Prophet Micah 

speaks about treasures of wickedness.  Evidently in our case it brought 

joy and therefore must have been a good treasure.  

The Bible speaks of treasures in our earthly vessel, hid within his church 

on earth in the hearts of  his elect which shows, “that the transcendent 

power belongs to God and not to us.”  (2 Cor. 4:7)  The treasure 

mentioned here is the power of God - the Holy Spirit - which cannot be 

defeated by man and his elaborate endeavors.  
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The treasure is again identified in the Old Testament Proverbs 2:4 and 

8:21 as “the fear of the Lord” or the “Knowledge of God.”  “If you seek 

it like silver and search for it as for a hidden treasure, then you will 

understand the FEAR OF THE LORD, and find the 

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.  For the Lord gives wisdom; from his 

mouth comes knowledge and understanding.” (Pro. 2:4-6)  In the New 

Testament terms it is the knowledge of God’s mystery - i.e. Christ and 

the Word of God.  “To have all the riches of assured understanding and 

the knowledge of God’s mystery, of Christ in whom are hid all treasures 

and wisdom and knowledge. “  (Col. 2:3)  

Thus the hidden treasure is nothing but the knowledge of the mystery of 

God in Christ.  This treasure was hidden by earth - covered by base 

things of this world.  But it was also hidden in the hearts of men that the 

world might know that the transcendent power belongs to God.  

In this story the man first hid it for fear  that it will be taken away from 

him.  But in his joy he went and sold everything he had and bought it.  

We shall see how this has come about in this period in history.  

6.3  GOD SHOWS HIS TRANSCENDENCE  

We have seen how during the period of the State Church, the clergy 

became more and more powerful until the Church became the State 

under Papal Empire of Rome.  Though it was more prominent in Rome, 

the same type of growth took place in other parts of world to a lesser 

extent.  The legalism and rituals and external coverings hid the true 

Gospel.  In the accelerated development of the priestcraft, the word of 

God was finally taken away from the people.  God now stepped in.  He 

brought out by the might of his spirit people who had access to the 

written word of God - some of the clergy, professors in clerical 

seminaries and the monks - to open up their eyes and see the hidden 

treasure.  They were able to see the real Gospel of Salvation through 

Christ by Grace.  The interesting thing is that this discovery was not 
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confined to one place.  It cropped up in all parts of the world almost 

simultaneously.  

In England John Wycliff having been saved through the word, began to 

prepare a group of teachers for ministering the word to the common 

people.  He was protected by his friends by hiding him when the official 

church tries to kill him.  His followers made hundred of copies of the 

bible by copying them by hand and distributed them all throughout the 

country.  Even though the priests tried to destroy them, people guarded 

them even with their lives.  

In Bohemia, John Hus (1373-1415) began to teach the bible to the 

common man.  This angered the Pope who invited him to discuss the 

matter over.  He was promised good conduct and immunity while in 

Rome, if he appeared before Pope.  However when he did, he was 

arrested and burned on a stake.  The church, they said, does not have to 

honor the promises made to heretics.  But this did not stop the growth 

of  the church in Bohemia, and in the neighboring Moravia.  There 

followed 200 years of  persecution for Hussites until a rich Lord named 

Ninderdorf joined them.  He gathered the scattered churches into a 

fellowship on New Testament lines called “Philadelphia” in 1722.  

The there was Martin Luther (1517), a monk teaching in a German 

Seminary who discovered the treasures of “justification by faith alone” 

and “salvation by grace, free by the sovereign mercy of God.”  At first 

he did not wanted to be separated from the church.  According to the 

normal practice of the time, he laid open his 95 theses on the door of 

the Cathedral.  But the general mass and the German Princes (who were 

not happy with the Papal ruling anyway) soon took up the issue.  He 

translated the bible into German and wrote many hymns.  

John The Swiss Cantons were already on the side of reformation under 

Huldrich Zwingli (1484-1531).  Calvin of Geneva (born in France in 

1509) gave Protestantism its precise form  and clear definition.  The 
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Swiss Cantons were already on the side of reformation under Huldrich 

Zwingli..  Swig quarreled with Luther on several points where he 

compromised with the Roomanism.  In Geneva Calvin became the head 

of the State and set up a theocracy.  While the Lutherans maintained the 

Episcopal system, the Calvinists preferred the elder system.  

There were others like Gabriel Zwilling (1487-1558) a fiery monk who 

denounced idol worship, sacrificial mass and clerical vows  vehemently.  

Gulaumme Farel (1489 - 1565) the pioneer of Protestantism in 

Switzerland; John Knox of Scotland; Casper Schwenkfled (1490-1561) 

a revolutionary mystic Anabaptist; William Tyndale (1492 -1536); 

Menno Simons (1496 - 1561)  who originated the Mennonite 

Movement and many others.  

It is important to note that these revivals were always associated with the 

publication of the Bible in the language of the people.  It is the word of 

God,  Jesus who creates and recreates.  Not by might, nor by power, 

says the Lord but by my word.  Revival recreation and rebirth follows 

wherever the word of God is preached.  

Romanism dazed by the enthusiastic reception of the biblical truths 

lashed out in vengeance by mid 16th century  in an inquisition on the 

model of 1480 Spanish Inquisition.  It published an index  of books 

forbidden to the Roman Catholics which included the Bible.  A council 

was finally called in Trent which lasted from 1545 to 1563 and Roman 

Catholic Bishops reiterated the supremacy of the priestcraft.  Under this 

new bondage, the faithful who refused to leave the Roman Church 

returned to mysticism as a refuge.  

Church of  England was a compromised between Romanism and 

Protestantism.  Puritans insisted on a more radical elimination of all 

symbols of Romaine origin.  In Europe the Anabaptists even opposed 

the ownership of private property.  They were fiercely persecuted  and 

were scattered all over Europe.  From this was born the Baptist Church.  
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The Quakers and Methodists began as a small house groups.  

Methodism grew up into a large international church under John 

Wesley (1703 - 1791) and his brother Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788 the 

author of over 5000 hymns) and under the great orator George 

Whitefield (1714 -1770)  

6.4  THE ESCAPING CHURCH  

The church now freed from the domination of Romanism was a joyful 

church.  But the sheer force of being wrenched out of the institutional 

church led it to become a personal religion.  The church as a whole 

maintained the structure of priesthood and administration of Romanism, 

but faith became a personal affair.  Secularism of faith was its first 

implication.  The state and the church were defined as active in two 

separate spheres of human existence - one in physical realm and the 

other in spiritual realm.  There arose a complete seclusion of political, 

economic and social life from the faith of the person.  In this failure to 

express faith in socio-political realms, developed an inward looking 

pietism.  

On the other hand, the failure of the Church in expressing its holiness 

through society and state, brought forth the real weapons for Satan.  

From this evolved the concept of Super Man God of this age.  “God is 

dead. We killed him”, declared Nietzche the son of a German Lutheran 

Pastor (1844 -1900).  “God is dead.  He spoke to us and now he is 

silent.  It is time to transvalue all values of life and Philosophy.”  

In the fields of science, philosophy and thought, new and revolutionary 

steps were made.  It will be difficult to make even a passing reference to 

all mean and ideas in all these fields here to indicate their influence on 

the liberated church.  The pendulum was moving in the opposite side to 

higher levels.  
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In the fields of science a mechanistic model of the universe evolved.  

Even man was reduced to a machine leading eventually to naive 

materialism.  These came about through the emphasis and growth of 

mechanics of rigid bodies and Astronomy under Galilee and Newton 

(1642 - 1727) .  To many materialists of that time Newton’s laws of 

gravity replaced God.  Newtonians presented mankind with a universe 

of mathematically perfect machine.  In Helvetius (1715 - 1771) it 

culminated in a man, who is purely a physical being in all actions by the 

principles of  pain and pleasure which Henry L’Holberch (1723 - 89) 

was interpreted to mean “greatest happiness to greatest number” as the 

root of all ethics.  This period is generally known as the Age of   Reason.  

Then came Darwin’s Theory of Evolution which questioned the 

truthfulness of the Biblical Creation story.  Vast amount of evidences 

collected together apparently indicated an order of evolution - obviously 

with lot a gaps - though scientists and sociologist differed about the laws 

that governed such evolutionary process.  The principle of evolution - 

though clearly opposed the second law of thermodynamics - was soon 

applied to the creation of the universe and to the development of 

human society.  If man could evolve out of chaos  by mere chance of 

one in a million trillion or more, won’t he now evolve into a superman?  

Won’t he be able to produce a super-society?  Karl Marx was the son of 

Jewish Christian with shattered dreams of eschatological realization.  He 

produce the concept of Heaven on Earth by the natural and 

deterministic evolution of society which paralleled the Christian 

eschatology.  His messiah was historical evolution and his apostles, the  

class struggle.  Marxism was the greatest Christian heresy of the period.  

The final vicious attack came from within the church scholarship.  The 

Higher criticism threw serious doubts about the word of God itself.  

The scientific tendencies of the period began to scorn the ideas of Satan, 

heaven and Hell.  Miracles were explained off on natural terms.  There 

was this serious search for “Jesus of History” as they began to 

dismember and throw out  parts of the Gospel.  
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In the face of such formidable attacks an ill prepared church withdrew 

into its shells.  Everything that was considered sacred by the Christians 

were now questioned.  In it the only substance that was left behind was 

a few precepts.  “You shall love  your neighbor as thyself:.  From it 

arose the social message of salvation to the utter denial of the existence 

of soul of man, the reality of the spirits or even beings that are non-

material.  Christ simply became a social revolutionary and nothing 

more.  He lost his battle on the cross leaving an example for others to 

follow.  He started a fight which must be carried on for the sake of 

man’s existence.  Blood, the center of Christian message became the 

result of poor planning and intolerant public relation of an illiterate- but 

good and sincere- carpenter’s son  

All the time Satan was laughing his head off.  

6.5 JESUS WRITES TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS  

Sardis means escaping.  The story of the City of Sardis in Asia Minor is 

the story of repeated defeats of a very strongly fortified city on a 

mountain top by  its sheer unpreparedness.  You can read more about 

this in my article on the Seven Churches in Asia Minor  

 Revelation 3:1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of 

him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you 

have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2  Wake up! Strengthen what 

remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of 

my God. 3  Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and 

repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at 

what time I will come to you. 4  Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not 

soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5  

He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name 

from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 

6  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
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THE HALL OF FAME 

 

John Wycliffe (A.D. 1328-1384)  

John Huss (A.D. 1369-1415)  

Thomas A Kempis (A. D. 1380-1471)  

Girolamo Savonarola (A.D. 1452-1498)  

Desiderius Erasmus (A.D. 1466-1536)  

William Tyndale (A.D. 1494-1536)  

Martin Luther (A.D. 1483-1546)  

Philip Melanchthon (A.D. 1497-1560)  

John Calvin (A.D. 1509-1564)  

Ulrich Zwingli (A.D. 1484-1531)  

John Knox (A.D. 1513-1572)  

Conrad Grebel (A.D. 1498-1526)  

Menno Simons (A.D. 1496-1561)  

Thomas Cranmer (A.D. 1489-1556)  

Hugh Latimer (A.D. 1485-1555)  

Miles Coverdale (A.D. 1488-1568)  

Jacobus Arminius (A.D. 1560-1609)  

Thomas Cartwright (A.D. 1535-1603)  

Robert Browne (A.D. 1550-1633)  

Oliver Cromwell (A.D. 1599-1658)  

John Owen (A.D. 1616-1683)  

John Bunyan (A. D. 1628-1688)  

Ignatius Loyola (A.D. 1491-1556)  

Jean Daille (A.D. 1594-1670)  

Francis Xavier (A.D. 1506-1552)  

Jon Amos Comenius (A.D. 1592-1670)  

Johann Arndt (A.D. 1555-1621)  

Madame Guyon (A.D. 1648-1717)  

Philip Jacob Spener (A.D. 1635-1703)  

August Hermann Francke (A.D. 1663-1727)  

Johannes Albrecht Bengel (A.D. 1687-1752)  
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Count von Zinzendorf (A.D. 1700-1760)  

William Law (A.D. 1686-1761)  

John Wesley (A. D. 1703-1791)  

George Whitefield (A. D. 1714-1770)  

George Fox (A.D. 1642-1691)  

Roger Williams (A.D. 1603-1683)  

Jonathan Edwards (A.D. 1703-1758)  

Francis Asbury (A.D. 1745-1816)  

David Brainerd (A.D. 1718-1747)  

John Nelson Darby (A.D. 1800-1882)  

George Muller (A.D. 1805-1898)  

Andrew Murray (A.D. 1828-1917)  

Charles Finney (A.D. 1792-1875)  

Charles Spurgeon (A.D. 1834-1892)  

Dwight L. Moody (A.D. 1837-1899)  

John Henry Newman (A.D. 1801-1890)  

William Carey (A.D. 1761-1834)  

David Livingstone (A.D. 1813-1873)  

Hudson Taylor (A.D. 1832-1905)  

Karl Barth (A.D. 1886-1968)  

Watchman Nee (A.D. 1903-1972)  

Billy Graham (A.D. 1918 - )  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 

 
7.1 THE PARABLE 

Again the kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls 

(oyster - pearls), who on finding one pearl (interpreter) of great value, 

went and sold all that he had and bought it" 

7.2 THE MERCHANT AND THE PEARLS 

The word merchant used here is one that is to be interpreted as a whole 

sale merchant - one who buys and sells on a large scale. He is said to be 

in search of fine pearls. The word used here exactly means oyster pearls. 

But the second word pearl is to be translated from original Greek as 

expounder or interpreter or one who explains clearly. (Refer Strong’s 

Concordance) 
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It is immediately apparent that the Pearl of Great Price is the Holy 

Spirit, who is the expounder of Truth. Jesus promised, "The counselor, 

the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you 

all things." (John 14:17) "But when the Counselor comes, whom I shall 

send to you from the Father, he will bear witness to me" (John 15:26) 

"But when the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into all the 

Truth" (John 16:13) The indication here therefore is about a Spirit filled 

Church. 

There is going to be a repeat performance of the days of Pentecost and 

the early church, when according to the prophecy of Joel, the spirit shall 

rain upon God’s elect, 

Act. 2: 17 "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 

people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see 

visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
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18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 

Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 

This repetition is to be expected because the Gentile period is coming to 

a close. This phenomenon of outpouring of the Spirit is going to be a a 

whole sale affair. Jesus is looking for pearls. 

Pearls are produced inside an oyster due to constant irritations produced 

by a grain of sand, It secretes a fluid which covers and gradually 

smoothens it out into a pearl. It is the picture of the believer who is a 

grain of sand - man made out of common earth, worldly in his soul 

outlook, sinful by nature. It is a great pain for Jesus. From the suffering 

of Jesus on the Cross of Calvary, the sinner is covered with the very 

blood so that he becomes a thing of beauty and joy for ever. It takes 

time for a pearl to be formed inside the oyster shell. Saints are not made 

overnight. It is the ongoing process of Christian growth that produce 

the Christian. Once it is formed, it converts ordinary light into myriads 

of shapes and colors. 

Pear is also indicative of the bride. As the bride is adorned with most 

expensive and beautiful pearls, so is the Church, the bride of the Lamb 

adorned with the Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 3: 3 Your beauty should not come 

from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 

jewelry and fine clothes. 

4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a 

gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight." "Rev. 21: 

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 

plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife 

of the Lamb." 

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, 

and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God. 
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11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a 

very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal."  

The Church is the whole community of believers who are anointed by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This period therefore could me considered as the end time church filled 

with power. 

7.3 THE PHILADELPHIA CHURCH 

In Rev. 3:7 this church is called the church in Philadelphia. This name 

itself means brotherly love indicative of the true nature of the end time 

church. "By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love one for another." (John 13:35) was stated in just before the promise 

of the counselor was given in close connection. The letter is discussed in 

my Seven Churches article elsewhere.  

Rev. 3: 7 "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are 

the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. 

What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 

8 I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that 

no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept 

my word and have not denied my name. 

9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be 

Jews though they are not, but are liars--I will make them come and fall 

down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 

10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also 

keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole 

world to test those who live on the earth. 
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11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will 

take your crown. 

12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 

Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and 

the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming 

down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new 

name. 

13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." 

One characteristic of this church is its evangelical zeal. Jesus himself 

opens the door and so no one can shut it. The door that Jesus opens is 

the hearts of men. This is evidently the work of the Holy spirit. Jesus 

himself will open up new world for missions. In this sixth era there will 

be an abundance of fruits. Lev. 25:21 says that the last harvest will be 

three times compared to the previous eras. 

Then we notice that this church is not a powerful church. Its members 

are not rich, influential or famous. Their only distinction is that they 

keep the Word of God, with patience and endurance. 

Here is the Church of this period - 

Filled with love - love among themselves 

- loved by the Lord 

- they loved the Word 

This is the picture of the Church at the rapture time. Rev 3:11 I am 

coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your 

crown. 
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7.4 THE OPEN DOOR 

Apart from the state ordered conversions and the so called enlightening 

of pagans in State Church period, the world has seen two great periods 

of missionary endeavor. The first was at the Apostolic Period and the 

second during the the nineteenth century. 

Protestant reformation was concentrated essentially in the Europe. They 

did nothing substantially to encourage missions abroad. They were too 

preoccupied to consolidate their gains or too narrow in their outlook to 

love each other. Besides most missionary areas abroad were controlled 

entirely by Roman Catholics. The Churches in other parts of the world 

remained ritualistic with no missionary vision. Then there came a spurt 

of missionary activities. History of missionary church starts with 

Moravian Mission to the West Indies in 1730. They were the first to feel 

the necessity of spreading the gospel through the nations of the world. It 

is one of the conditions required to be fulfilled before the second  

coming of our Lord. By 1760 Moravian Missions reached Greenland, 

South America, Surinam, Guinea, Egypt, South Africa, Tranquabar and 

South India. A flood of missionary societies followed in succession. 

They are too numerous to catalogue. You can get a general idea of the 

thrust of evangelism of this open door period from the chart below. 

7.5 A PEOPLE OF PRAISE AND POWER 

If the period of reformation was the age of reason, the new period 

became the age of the spirit. The growth of the church came in three 

steps in that order - body, mind, spirit. The building up of the external 

church was followed by the intellectual church. Then to complete the 

whole person of man comes the spiritual church. One cannot be taken 

away from the other. All three together form the completed church. 

As the centrality of the person of Christ began to dawn a new and 

vibrant form of Christianity came into existence which expressed itself 
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not only impersonal piety and morality, but also in their entire spheres 

of activities. Small groups of ordinary men and women from all 

denominations are springing up everywhere around the Word of God to 

worship in spirit and truth. The church has now entered into the holy of 

holies to simply adore and praise. From the outer form of ceremonies of 

the early era and from sheer intellectualism of the age of reason and 

enlightenment the church finally enters boldly into the very presence of 

God claiming the royal priesthood. From out of this total engrossment 

and surrender flowed power - great miracles and supernatural gifts. 

Ordinary people from all churches even from within the fold of Roman 

Catholic and Orthodox Churches as well as from the Pentecostal and 

Brethren life emerged. Wherever the gospel is preached it was confirmed 

by power, gifts and wonders. 

1 Pet 2: 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 

But this new power and period also involves responsibility as otherwise 

Satan can duplicate the outward manifestations and mislead many. 

Hence Peter exhorts: 

1 Pet. 4: 7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled 

so that you can pray. 
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7.6 MYSTERY, BABYLON, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

As Jesus prepares his bride so does Satan. In these days Satan is also 

pouring down his spirit. Just as Christ centered churches are coming up 

in existence, Satanic churches are also coming into being. It was a great a 

tactic of Satan to shatter all belief in the supernatural and in miracles 

first. Having established to his satisfaction that "thinking people 

everywhere do not believe in the person of Satan, Heaven or Hell" he is 

now back in the stage. If in the past theologians and ordained ministers 

questioned the reality of miracles and even the personality of Jesus of 

the Gospels, of his resurrection, to day we are witnessing an 

unprecedented come back to magic, witchcraft, occult, astrology, 

numerology, crystal gazing and finally to Satan himself. 

The Church of Satan is an established church. It is strange that their 

worship follow the ceremonial worship of the Roman Church. The 

Harlot is getting ready. 

On close heels comes heresies to keep seekers at bay. New churches 

claim new revelations that directly contradicts the written word of God. 

Theosophists, Mormons, Spiritism, Christian Science, Jehovah Witness, 

Shakers and Slainers. 2 Thess. 2:3 Let no one deceive you by any means; 

for that day will not come, except there be a falling away first......" 

There will be compromises between denominations, Romanism and 

even with other great religions like Hinduism, Buddhism, Occult, 

Gnosticism. A powerful apostate church with outward form of religion 

with rituals, ceremonies, idols and sacrifices will be set up. A new world 

religion with its headquarters in the city of Seven Hills. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE DRAG NET 

 

8.1. THE PARABLE 

This is probably the most evident and clear parable of them all. 

Mat. 13:47"Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into 

the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up 

on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the 

bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and 

separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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8.2 THE SEA 

The sea or waters represents the nations of the world. Thus in Rev. 

17:15 we have: 

15 Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are 

peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 

8.3 THE FISH 

Fish has been the symbol of early Christian churches. The declaration of 

the believer in the early church was codified in one sentence. "Jesus 

Christ, Son of God is Redeemer" If the first letters of this Greek 

statement is taken then it gives the word Fish in Greek. Hence the sign 

of the fish was the secret code of during the persecution period. A 

Christian recognized another Christian with their ability to complete the 

picture of fish started by one. The first person would draw a simple 

curved line on the sand or paper. 

 

 

If the other person is a Christian they will complete the sign of fish and 

then wipe it off. It is also to be noted that most of the Apostles were 

fishermen. At the time of the call of Peter, Jesus said to Peter, "I will 

make you fishers of men." Fish was standard part of the food in Israel 

and is so even today. Jesus used fish to feed the mass as in the feeding of 

the five thousand and of the seven thousand. He used fish as a breakfast 

by the side of the Lake of Galilee when he reinstated the runaway 

disciples.  

Christians are the edible fish which live in the Gentile corrupt world. 
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8.4 THE GREAT SEPARATION  

Into this sea will the net be cast. There will be a round up when the 

righteous are separated from the unrighteous. The righteous will be with 

the Lord. The wicked will be thrown back into the sea. But 

righteousness is practically impossible to attain by sinful men. 

Rom 2: 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight, but 

it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 

Romans continues to examine this concept and declares: 

Rom. 3: 10 As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no 

one who understands, no one who seeks God.12 All have turned away, they have 

together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."13 "Their 

throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their 

lips."14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness."15 "Their feet are swift to 

shed blood;16 ruin and misery mark their ways,17 and the way of peace they do not 

know."18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."19 Now we know that 

whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.20 Therefore no one 

will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of sin. 

But how can a man be righteous before God? 

21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 

which the Law and the Prophets testify. 

22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference,23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God,24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus.  
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Thus only the believers are counted righteous because of cross. 

Therefore this separation by the Angels occurs at the time of Rapture - 

when Jesus comes for the Church.  

1 Thess. 3: 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still 

alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 

fallen asleep.16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first.17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 

will be with the Lord forever. 

At the rapture the believers are taken away and the unbelievers are 

thrown back into the sea of the nations. But now the sea turns our to be 

a furnace of fire where men will weep and gnash their teeth - a world of 

great tribulation. The world system based on selfishness will destroy 

itself and turn on the heat by their sinfulness and selfishness. 

This is the story of the Kingdom of Heaven. Hence the story ends with 

the separation with the righteous shining like a star in the heavens. 

But the story continues on the earth and that story is given in Revelation 

as the Laodecian Church. 

8.5 THE LAODECIAN CHURCH 

What is this church after the church is taken away? On that great day of 

separation, which will happen in a twinkling of an eye, all those who 

have put their trust in Jesus will go with him. But the institutional 

church will still be here to stay. Church is the bride of Christ. The 

institution is not. It is only a means - the great tree. The apostate church 

still be filled with people while the Gospel preaching churches will still 

continue with a depleted audience led by a few unsaved pastors. The 
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sudden disappearance of the believers will remain as a witness to the rest 

of the people.  

There will be two alternatives for them. One is to accept the reality and 

confess the name of Jesus. This will bring great persecution and eventual 

martyrdom. The other alternative is to go along with the institutional 

church. Priestcraft and hypocrisy will take over the church. Now that the 

sowers are missing for they have gone for their sabbath, weeds will 

flourish. Signs and wonders with the power of familiar spirits will be 

performed and another period of darkness will dawn on earth. In that 

darkness will be left behind a few bright spots of light - lives which will 

soon be put out. 

Rev, 3: 14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the 

Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation.15 I know your 

deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!16 So, 

because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my 

mouth.17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But 

you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.18 I counsel 

you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes 

to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so 

you can see.19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and 

repent.20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 

opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.21 To him who 

overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat 

down with my Father on his throne.22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches." 

8. 6 THE LAST AND THE FINAL CALL 

The seventh church age is peculiar age where sowers are missing. The 

period of open book ends and the period of grace ends. However in the 

ingenious plans of God, He never leaves even this period without 

witness. Revelation 11 gives us the picture of two witnesses who may be 
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identified as Moses and Elijah who will prophecy for one thousand two 

hundred and sixty days with great miracles. Direct intervention of Satan 

himself will put an end to this period. These will bring out 144,000 Jews 

sealed with the name of the Lord (Rev 14:1-5) and sealed and protected 

till the end of the age. (Rev. 7:4-8) finally when even these are 

transfigured and taken up a direct call is given. 

"And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven having eternal good 

tidings to proclaim unto them that dwell on earth." This is the last and 

final call. 

No one can say that God is not just. 

8.7 THE END OF THE AGE 

The end of the age is heralded by the visible appearance of Jesus Christ 

on the earth. He will come back with the host of angels in the clouds 

with the church back to the earth. 

This is the Day of the Lord. 

Mat. 24: 29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly 

bodies will be shaken.'30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 

the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

Zach 14: 4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, 

and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, 

with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south.5 You will flee by my 

mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the 

earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will 

come, and all the holy ones with him. 
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This is the end of the age of Gentiles and of the Church. A new age now 

dawns with Christ the King - a thousand years of theocratic rule on this 

earth. During this period, mankind will be trained to be citizens of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. When that period ends, a new Heaven and a new 

Earth will be created and will join the rest of the unfallen or redeemed 

creations in the Universe. The earth will be released from the hold of the 

sun to join this great cosmic civilization. "Eye has not seen nor the ear 

heard what God has prepared for those who love him" But all those 

who refuse to learn and decides to assert themselves of their own free 

will, they will be cast out where there will be weeping and gnashing teeth 

again in multiplied form as it is today. 

 




