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PREFACE
The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-century religious, political, intellectual and cultural upheaval that arose
in Europe, which redefined Christianity . The start of Protestant Reformation was not a planned procedure. It
all started with a theologians attempt to discuss some beliefs and practices of the Roman Catholic Church by the
publication of Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” in 1517 , 500 years ago.
Martin Luther (1483-1546) was an Augustinian monk and university lecturer in Wittenberg when he composed his
“95 Theses,” which protested the pope’s sale of indulgences. Although he himself only wanted a reformation
within the church, the challenge was taken seriously by the Papacy as a challenge on its authority. Luther was
forced into the revolution and he led it with courage. There was no going back possible. “Here I stand, God help
me” was his cry.
He was excommunicated in 1521 in the Diet of Worms. Sheltered by Friedrich, elector of Saxony, Luther
translated the Bible into German and a real intellectual, cultural and political war broke out and spread like wild
fire all over Europe.and even beyond it . Its ending can be placed anywhere from the 1555 Peace of Augsburg,
which allowed for the coexistence of Catholicism and Lutheranism in Germany, to the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia,
which ended the Thirty Years’ War. It was all made possible by the invention of the printing press and its power of
mass communication..
When German peasants, inspired in part by Luther’s empowering “priesthood of all believers,” revolted in 1524,
Luther sided with Germany’s princes ordering a massacre of over 1000,000 rebelling peasants based on his
“Doctrine of Two Kingdoms”. He also developed strong anti-semiticism based on his “Dopctrine of
Spercessionalism.” which became the heritage of the Nazism. By the Reformation’s end, Lutheranism had
become the state religion throughout much of Germany, Scandinavia and the Baltics.

Prof. M. M.Ninan
Normal, IL
August 2017
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Professor: Martin Luther
Martin Luther, was a German professor of theology, composer, priest, monk
and
a seminal figure in the Protestant Reformation.
Luther came to reject several teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic Church.
Leader of the great religious revolt of the sixteenth century in Germany;
Born: November 10, 1483, Eisleben, Germany
Died: February 18, 1546, Eisleben, Germany
Spouse: Katharina von Bora (m. 1525–1546)
Children: Magdalena Luther, Margarete Kunheim, Elisabeth Luther, Paul Luther, Hans Luther,
Martin Luther
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CHAPTER ONE
EARLY LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER

Portraits of Hans and Margarethe Luther
by Lucas Cranach the Elder, 152
His father, Johann Luther, known as Hans, was a miner, a rugged, stern, irascible character. In the
opinion of many of his biographers, it was an expression of uncontrolled rage, an evident
congenital inheritance transmitted to his oldest son that compelled him to flee from Mohra, the
family seat.

Johann Luther
Father of Martin Luther
Also Known As:
Birthdate:
Birthplace:
Death:

"Luther", "Luder", "Johann", "Hans"
circa 1459 (71)
Mohra, Moorgrund, Wartburgkreis, Thuringia, Germany
May 29, 1530 (67-75)
Mansfeld, Saxony-Anhalt, Germany

Son of Heine von Luder and Anna Margaretha von Luder
Husband of Margarethe Luther
Immediate Family: Father of Dr. theol. Martin Luther; Barbara Luther; unknown Luther; Jacob Luther;
Elisabeth Von Bora Haugwitz Monrad and 2 others
Brother of Hans Luder, 'der kleine'; Veit Luder and Heinz Luder
Occupation:

Miner in Mansfeld
2
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His mother, Margaret Ziegler (1463-1531), was conspicuous for "modesty, the fear of God, and
prayerfulness" ("Corpus Reformatorum", Halle, 1834).

Margarethe Luther (Lindemann)
Mother of Martin Luther
Birthdate:
1463
Birthplace:
Neustadt an der Saale, Lower Franconia, Bavaria, Germany
June 30, 1531
Death:
Mansfeld, Saxony-Anhalt, Germany
Immediate Daughter of Johannes Lindemann and Margaretha Lindemann
Family:
Wife of Johann Luther

Martin Luther was born to Hans Luder (or Ludher, later Luther) and his wife Margarethe (née
Lindemann) on 10 November 1483 in Eisleben, Saxony, then part of the Holy Roman Empire. He
was baptized the next morning on the feast day of St. Martin of Tours. His family moved to
Mansfield in 1484, where his father was a leaseholder of copper mines and smelters and served as
one of four citizen representatives on the local council. The religious scholar Martin Marty describes
Luther's mother as a hard-working woman of "trading-class stock and middling means" and notes
that Luther's enemies later wrongly described her as a whore and bath attendant.

Jacob Luther brother of Martin Luther with whom Martin was very close

He had 3 sisters and 3 brothers Dr. Martin Luther; Barbara Luther (1485-1520); unknown Luther;
Jacob Luther(1490 -1571); Elisabeth Von Bora Haugwitz Monrad (1506-1539) Elisabeth Luther
( c1470 -1517)and 1 others
3
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(http://www.newadvent.org)
Extreme simplicity and inflexible severity characterized their home life, so that the joys of childhood
were virtually unknown to him. His father once beat him so mercilessly that he ran away from home
and was so "embittered against him that he had to win me to himself again." His mother, "on
account of an insignificant nut, beat me till the blood flowed, and it was this harshness and severity
of the life I led with them that forced me subsequently to run away to a monastery and become a
monk." The same cruelty was the experience of his earliest school-days, when in one morning he
was punished no less than fifteen times.
Hans Luther was ambitious for himself and his family, and he was determined to see Martin, his
eldest son, become a lawyer. He sent Martin to Latin schools in Mansfeld, then Magdeburg in 1497,
where he attended a school operated by a lay group called the Brethren of the Common Life, and
Eisenach in 1498. In the Latin school, the Ten Commandments, "Child's Belief", the Lord's Prayer,
the Latin grammar of Donatus were taught.. The three schools focused on the so-called "trivium":
grammar, rhetoric, and logic. Luther later compared his education there to purgatory and hell.

Martin Luther’s residence from ages 14 to 17 in Eisenach, Germany.
In his fourteenth year (1497) he entered a school at Magdeburg, where, in the words of his first
biographer, like many children "of honorable and well-to-do parents, he sang and begged for bread
— panem propter Deum" (Mathesius, op. cit.). In his fifteenth year we find him at Eisenach.
At eighteen (1501) he entered the University of Erfurt, with a view to studying jurisprudence at the
request of his father. University of Erfurt, he later described as a beerhouse and whorehouse. He
was made to wake at four every morning for what has been described as "a day of rote learning
and often wearying spiritual exercises." He dropped out almost immediately, believing that law
represented uncertainty. Luther sought assurances about life and was drawn to theology and
philosophy, expressing particular interest in Aristotle, William of Ockham, and Gabriel Biel. He was
deeply influenced by two tutors, Bartholomaeus Arnold von Usingen and Jodocus Trutfetter, who
taught him to be “suspicious of even the greatest thinkers and to test everything himself by
experience.”
Philosophy proved to be unsatisfying, offering assurance about the use of reason but none about
loving God, which to Luther was more important. Reason could not lead men to God, he felt, and he
thereafter developed a love-hate relationship with Aristotle over the latter's emphasis on reason.
For Luther, reason could be used to question men and institutions, but not God. Human beings
could learn about God only through divine revelation, he believed, and Scripture therefore became
increasingly important to him.
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In 1502 he received the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy, being the thirteenth among fifty-seven
candidates. On Epiphany (6 January, 1505), he was advanced to the master's degree, being
second among seventeen applicants. He received his master's degree in 1505.
His philosophical studies were made under Jodocus Trutvetter von Eisenach, then rector of the
university, and Bartholomaus Arnoldi von Usingen. Jodocus was the Doctor Erfordiensis, and stood
without an admitted rival in Germany. Although the tone of the university, especially that of the
students, was pronouncedly, even enthusiastically, humanistic, and although Erfurt led the
movement in Germany, and in its theological tendencies was supposedly "modern", nevertheless
"it nowise showed a depreciation of the currently prevailing [Scholastic] system". Luther himself, in
spite of an acquaintance with some of the moving spirits of humanism, seems not to have been
appreciably affected by it, lived on its outer fringe, and never qualified to enter its "poetic" circle.
In July 1505, Luther had a life-changing experience that set him on a sudden new course to
becoming a monk. On 2 July 1505, he was returning to university on horseback after a trip home.
During a thunderstorm, a lightning bolt struck near him. Later telling his father he was terrified of
death and divine judgment, he cried out, "Help! Saint Anna, I will become a monk!" He came to
view his cry for help as a vow he could never break. He left law school, sold his books, and entered
St. Augustine's Monastery in Erfurt on 17 July 1505. One friend blamed the decision on Luther's
sadness over the deaths of two friends. Luther himself seemed saddened by the move. Those who
attended a farewell supper walked him to the door of the Black Cloister. "This day you see me, and
then, not ever again," he said. His father was furious over what he saw as a waste of Luther's
education.
___________________________________________________________________________
Note: The motives that prompted the step are various, conflicting, and the subject of considerable debate. He himself
alleges, that the brutality of his home and school life drove him into the monastery.
The "house at Mansfeld rather repelled than attracted him" (Beard, "Martin Luther and the Germ. Ref.", London, 1889,
146), and to "the question 'Why did Luther go into the monastery?', the reply that Luther himself gives is the most
satisfactory" (Hausrath, "Luthers Leben" I, Berlin, 1904, 2, 22).
He himself again, in a letter to his father, in explanation of his defection from the Old Church, writes, "When I was
terror-stricken and overwhelmed by the fear of impending death, I made an involuntary and forced vow".
Various explanations are given of this episode. Melancthon ascribes his step to a deep melancholy, which attained a
critical point "when at one time he lost one of his comrades by an accidental death" (Corp. Ref., VI, 156).
Cochlaeus, Luther's opponent, relates "that at one time he was so frightened in a field, at a thunderbolt as is commonly
reported, or was in such anguish at the loss of a companion, who was killed in the storm, that in a short time to the
amazement of many persons he sought admission to the Order of St. Augustine". Mathesius, his first biographer,
attributes it to the fatal "stabbing of a friend and a terrible storm with a thunderclap" (op. cit.) Seckendorf, who made
careful research, following Bavarus (Beyer), a pupil of Luther, goes a step farther, calling this unknown friend Alexius,
and ascribes his death to a thunderbolt (Seckendorf, "Ausfuhrliche Historie des Lutherthums", Leipzig, 1714, 51).
D'Aubigné changes this Alexius into Alexis and has him assassinated at Erfurt (D'Aubigné, "History of the Reformation",
New York, s.d., I, 166). Oerger ("Vom jungen Luther", Erfurt, 1899, 27-41) has proved the existence of this friend, his
name of Alexius or Alexis, his death by lightning or assassination, a mere legend, destitute of all historical verification.
Kostlin-Kawerau (I, 45) states that returning from his "Mansfeld home he was overtaken by a terrible storm, with an
alarming lightning flash and thunderbolt. Terrified and overwhelmed he cries out: 'Help, St. Anna, I will be a monk'."
"The inner history of the change is far less easy to narrate. We have no direct contemporary evidence on which to rely;
while Luther's own reminiscences, on which we chiefly depend, are necessarily colored by his later experiences and
feelings" (Beard, op. cit., 146).]
=====================================================================================

Augustine Monastery in Erfurt
It was in 1505, according to legend, Luther was terrified for his life and shouted up into the severe
thunderstorm he thought would kill him these words: “Saint Anna, help me! I will become a monk.”
5
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Today, that spot in the Stotternheim district of Erfurt is marked with a commemorative stone, for it
was after that declaration that Luther—who had weathered the storm alive—headed to this
monastery, began his studies to become a monk, and took his vows the following year. He was
ordained here in 1507. Today, the monastery is still a working Lutheran church, but with some extra
amenities: a historical library, lodging for visitors, a café and a conference center.
. Brother Martin fully dedicated himself to life in the monastery, the effort to do good works to please
God, and to serve others through prayer. Luther dedicated himself to the Augustinian order,
devoting himself to fasting, long hours in prayer, pilgrimage, and frequent confession. Luther
described this period of his life as one of deep spiritual despair. He said, "I lost touch with Christ the
Savior and Comforter, and made of him the jailer and hangman of my poor soul."

Augustine monastery in Erfurt
The church and monastery of the Augustinian hermits in Erfurt was built around 1300.
Martin Luther, was admitted to the monastery on 17 July 1505. .
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.

Portrait of Luther as an Augustinian friar

Yet peace with God eluded him. He devoted himself to fasts, flagellations, long hours in prayer and
pilgrimage, and constant confession. The more he tried to do for God, it seemed, the more aware
he became of his sinfulness. His superior, Johann von Staupitz, advised him to study the mystics,
following their path of surrender to the love of God. However, on self-examination, Luther found
what he felt for God was not love but hatred. Luther’s spiritual crisis had thereby driven him to
commit blasphemy, which for him was the unpardonable sin.
[ Emphasis on the sinfulness of man which God hates has always been central to the Church and Evangelism. This
emphasis has taken away the God who is defined as love from humanity as a whole. This is still an ongoing process
within Christianity. The message is “God so loved the world” not “the judgment of God and hell”]

.Johann von Staupitz, his superior, pointed Luther's mind away from continual reflection upon his
sins toward the merits of Christ. He taught that true repentance does not involve self-inflicted
penances and punishments but rather a change of heart. In the Erfurt monastery library accoding to
Luther he accidentally came across the bible, “ , "a book he had never seen in his life" (Mathesius,
op. cit.), This would imply that Luther's had "never seen a Bible until he was twenty years of age"
Luther asserts that he “ alone in the Erfurt monastery read the Bible".
___________________________________________________________________________

It was the common rule that lay people should not have bible or read bible on their own. It was
difficult to get bible since printing was not yet popular and bibles were expensive. Above all the
bible was not yet available in the language of the people since translations were forbidden by Rome.
Apart from that it was the assumption that lay people without proper interpretation may be led
astray than being helped. Here are the codes on this issue:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bernard-starr/why-christians-were-denied-access-to-their-bible
-for-1000-years_b_3303545.html

Decree of the Council of Toulouse (1229 C.E.): “We prohibit also that the laity
should be permitted to have the books of the Old or New Testament; but we most
strictly forbid their having any translation of these books.”
7
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Ruling of the Council of Tarragona of 1234 C.E.: “No one may possess the books
of the Old and New Testaments in the Romance language, and if anyone possesses
them he must turn them over to the local bishop within eight days after promulgation
of this decree, so that they may be burned...”
Proclamations at the Ecumenical Council of Constance in 1415 C.E.: Oxford
professor, and theologian John Wycliffe, was the first (1380 C.E.) to translate the New
Testament into English to “...helpeth Christian men to study the Gospel in that tongue
in which they know best Christ’s sentence.” For this “heresy” Wycliffe was
posthumously condemned by Arundel, the archbishop of Canterbury. By the
Council’s decree “Wycliffe’s bones were exhumed and publicly burned and the ashes
were thrown into the Swift River.”
Fate of William Tyndale in 1536 C.E.: William Tyndale was burned at the stake for
translating the Bible into English. According to Tyndale, the Church forbid owning or
reading the Bible to control and restrict the teachings and to enhance their own power
and importance.

However he Augustinian rule lays especial stress on the monition that the novice "read the
Scripture assiduously, hear it devoutly, and learn it fervently" (Constitutiones Ordinis Fratr. Eremit.
Sti. Augustini", Rome, 1551, cap. xvii).

Luther as a friar, with tonsure.
On 3 April 1507, Jerome Scultetus, Bishop of Brandenburg ordained Luther in Erfurt Cathedral.
In 1508, von Staupitz, first dean of the newly founded University of Wittenberg, sent for Luther, to
teach theology. He received a bachelor's degree in Biblical studies on 9 March 1508, and another
bachelor's degree in the Sentences by Peter Lombard in 1509.
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Lutherhaus, Wittenberg
The Lutherhaus is a writer's house museum in Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany. Originally built 1504 as
part of the University of Wittenberg, the building was the home of Martin Luther for most of his adult life and
a significant location in the history of the Protestant Reformation. Luther was living here when he wrote his
95 Theses.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------This UNESCO site began in 1504, built to be a monastery for the Augustinian order. At that time,
it was known as the Black Monastery because of the color habits worn by the monks. Luther
moved into the monastery in 1508, and it is here that he wrote his treatise. The monastery was
dissolved as a result of the Reformation, but Luther continued living there and was joined by his
wife and family in 1525. After Luther's death, the former monastery was taken over by the
university and served as a residence for visiting scholars.
======================================================================

In 1507, Luther was ordained to the priesthood. In 1508, he began teaching theology at the
University of Wittenberg. Luther earned his bachelor's degree in biblical studies on March 9, 1508
and a bachelor's degree in the Sentences by Peter Lombard, the main textbook of theology in the
middle Ages, in 1509. During the winter of 1508-09 he was sent to the University of Wittenberg,
(then in its infancy founded 2 July, 1502), While teaching philosophy and dialectics he also
continued his theological studies. On 9 March, 1509, under the deanship of Staupitz, he became
Baccalaureus Biblicus in the theological course, as a stepping-stone to the doctorate. His recall to
Erfurt occurred the same year.
One of the incidents of the Roman mission, which at one time was considered a pivotal point in his
career, and was calculated to impart an inspirational character to the leading doctrine of the
Reformation, and is still detailed by his biographers, was his supposed experience while climbing
the Scala Santa. According to it, while Luther was in the act of climbing the stairs on his knees, the
thought suddenly flashed through his mind: "The just shall live by faith", whereupon he immediately
discontinued his pious devotion. The story rests on an autograph insertion of his son Paul in a Bible,
now in possession of the library of Rudolstadt. In it he claims that his father told him the incident.
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He was made provincial vicar of Saxony and Thuringia by his religious order in 1515. This meant he
was to visit and oversee each of eleven monasteries in his province.
Having acquitted himself with evident success, and in a manner to please both parties, Luther
returned to Wittenberg in 1512, and received the appointment of sub-prior.
In 1512, he was appointed director of studies in his Augustinian cloister.
In 1515, was made district vicar in charge of eleven monasteries.
In 1511, he began preaching within the cloister and
in 1514, to the Wittenberg parish church.
His academic promotions followed in quick succession.
On October 19, 1512, Martin Luther became a doctor of theology, more specifically Doctor in Biblia,
and became university professor of Bible. He offered exegetical lectures on Psalms (1513-1515),
Romans (1515-1516), Galatians (1516-1517), and Hebrews (1517-1518).
21 October 1512, was received into the senate of the theological faculty of the University of
Wittenberg, having succeeded Staupitz as chair of theology. He spent the rest of his career in this
position at the University of Wittenberg
His further appointment as district vicar in 1515 made him the official representative of the
vicar-general in Saxony and Thuringia. His duties were manifold and his life busy. Little time was
left for intellectual pursuits, and the increasing irregularity in the performance of his religious duties
could only bode ill for his future. He himself tells us that he needed two secretaries or chancellors,
wrote letters all day, preached at table, also in the monastery and parochial churches, was
superintendent of studies, and as vicar of the order had as much to do as eleven priors; he lectured
on the psalms and St. Paul, besides the demand made on his economic resourcefulness in
managing a monastery of twenty-two priests, twelve young men, in all forty-one inmates. His official
letters breathe a deep solicitude for the wavering, gentle sympathy for the fallen; they show
profound touches of religious feeling and rare practical sense, though not unmarred with counsels
that have unorthodox tendencies. The plague which afflicted Wittenberg in 1516 found him
courageously at his post, which, in spite of the concern of his friends, he would not abandon.
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CHAPTER TWO
INDULGENCE AND THE 95 THESIS

Luther's theses are engraved into the door of All Saints' Church, Wittenberg. The Latin inscription above informs the
reader that the original door was destroyed by a fire, and that in 1857, King Frederick William IV of Prussia ordered a
replacement be made.

The start of reformation starts with the events connected with the sale of indulgence.
The epoch-making event connected with the publication of the papal Bull of Indulgences in
Germany, was that of Julius II renewed in adaptable form by Leo X, to raise funds for the
construction of St. Peter's Church in Rome. Albert of Brandenburg was heavily involved in debt, to
pay a bribe to an unknown agent in Rome, to buy off a rival, in order that the archbishop might
enjoy a plurality of ecclesiastical offices. For this payment, which smacked of simony, the pope
would allow an indemnity, which in this case took the form of an indulgence. By this ignoble
business arrangement with Rome, a financial transaction unworthy of both pope and archbishop,
the revenue should be partitioned in equal halves to each, besides a bonus of 10,000 gold ducats,
which should fall to the share of Rome. (http://www.newadvent.org)
11
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Johann Tetzel, a Dominican friar and His certificate of indulgence

Martin Luther’s original protest against the Catholic Church was due to the sale of indulgences – parishioners had their
sins absolved if they paid a fee

12
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A Roman Catholic indulgence, dated Dec. 19, 1521. The use of the printing press made possible the mass production
of form documents offering indulgences.

The Sale of Indulgences
shown in A Question to a Mintmaker,
woodcut by Jörg Breu the Elder of Augsburg, ca. 1530.

John Tetzel, a Dominican monk with an impressive personality, a gift of popular oratory, and the
repute of a successful indulgence preacher, was chosen by the archbishop as
general-subcommissary. In 1516, Johann Tetzel, a Dominican friar and papal commissioner for
indulgences, was sent to Germany by the Roman Catholic Church to sell indulgences to raise
money to rebuild St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. Johann Tetzel, was reported to have preached to
the faithful that the purchase of a letter of indulgence entailed the forgiveness of sins, which is
taught in the Roman Catholic theology which stated that faith alone, whether fiduciary or dogmatic,
cannot justify man; justification rather depends only on such faith as is active in charity and good
works (fides caritate formata). The benefits of good works could be obtained by donating money to
the church.
13
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Prior to the modern period, indulgences could be obtained by offering a certain amount of money
as alms to the Church, and in some cases were offered for forgiveness for sins not yet committed.
This "selling" of indulgences was first practiced in the late thirteenth century and was changed after
the Protestant Reformation, which was sparked in 1517 by Martin Luther's objections to abuses of
the tradition. In 1567, following the Council of Trent, Pope Pius V outlawed financial giving in
relation to indulgences. Absolution certificates used by the Eastern Orthodox Church, first seen in
Jerusalem in the sixteenth century, ceased entirely by the beginning of the twentieth century.
______________________________________________________________________________
Theology of Indulgences
In Roman Catholic theology, indulgences are granted for personal sins—specific sins committed by
a person—as opposed to the inherited Original Sin. Such sins are either mortal or venial ("light").
Punishments for sin can be either temporal or eternal. Temporal punishments are temporary
punishments—those that affect us in this life or in purgatory. The more temporal punishments one
incurs, the more suffering one must endure on earth or in purgatory. Eternal punishment, on the
other hand, is everlasting. Even though one may be forgiven of a mortal sin (through the sacrament
of Reconciliation)—and relieved of the eternal punishment of Hell—temporal punishments may still
remain. Indulgences may be either plenary (complete) or partial.
An indulgence is granted to deal with the remaining temporal punishments due to sins that have
already been forgiven. The sacrament of reconciliation removes the guilt of sin and restores the
penitent person to a state of grace. However, temporal punishments may still remain. In other
words, although God has mercy upon sinners who repent their sins—thus enabling them to avoid
eternal punishment in Hell—His justice still requires that the sinner be punished for the wrongdoing.
An analogy might be a convicted murderer who has been given the death sentence but is granted
clemency because of his authentic remorse, yet must still serve time in prison.
Thus, even though an individual is in a state of grace, if he dies without having served any
remaining temporal punishments, he is not yet qualified to enter Heaven. Therefore, these
individuals “enter” purgatory, where the punishment they owe is "purged." Indulgences occur when
the Church applies merit from its spiritual treasury to an individual, enabling him or her to be
relieved from punishments which would otherwise have to be purged through suffering in purgatory.
“According to church teaching, even after sinners are absolved in the confessional and say
their Our Fathers or Hail Marys as penance, they still face punishment after death, in
Purgatory, before they can enter heaven. In exchange for certain prayers, devotions or
pilgrimages in special years, a Catholic can receive an indulgence, which reduces or erases
that punishment instantly, with no formal ceremony or sacrament.
There are partial indulgences, which reduce purgatorial time by a certain number of days or
years, and plenary indulgences, which eliminate all of it, until another sin is committed. You
can get one for yourself, or for someone who is dead. You cannot buy one — the church
outlawed the sale of indulgences in 1567 — but charitable contributions, combined with other
acts, can help you earn one. There is a limit of one plenary indulgence per sinner per day.
(Vitello, “Door to Absolution”) “

14
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Pope Saint Pius V,
born Antonio Ghislieri,
was Pope from 1566 to 1572.
Pius V declared that indulgences could no longer be related to fees or donations.
The Church changed its attitude toward some issues regarding indulgences after the Protestant Reformation.
In 1567, following the Council of Trent, Pope Pius V issued a decree declaring that it is forbidden to attach
the receipt of an indulgence to any financial act, including the giving of alms. In addition, the only
punishment remitted by an indulgence would henceforth be existing punishment, that is, for sins already
committed. Thus, indulgences would no longer be issued that could be used, in effect, as a license to sin. An
individual may still gain the indulgence for a specific individual
in purgatory other than himself.
To gain an indulgence, an individual must be “in communion”
with the Church, and have the intention of performing the
work for which the indulgence is granted. To be “in
communion,” the individual must be a baptized Catholic
without any un-reconciled mortal sins and must not be
dissenting from the Church’s teaching.
Generally, a plenary indulgence requires the following
conditions in order to be valid:
•
•
•
•

reconciliation, which is required for all indulgences
receiving the Eucharist
all attachment to sin must be absent
prayer for the intentions of the pope

1525 woodcut of forgiveness from Christ outweighing the pope's
indulgences
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Controversy
The doctrine of indulgences was a major source of controversy in the Western church, leading to
the start of the Protestant Reformation. The ability to grant full or partial pardons from the
punishment of sins had been used by members of the Catholic hierarchy for many centuries. In the
middle Ages, however, a growing sense of ecclesiastic corruption, coupled with various political
and socioeconomic factors, created a volatile situation, in which the sale of indulgences would
spark a major revolution.
In 1294, Pope Celestine V issued a bull of pardon in L'Aquila, Italy, offering plenary indulgences to
sincere Christians entering the basilica of Santa Maria di Collemaggio.
In 1476, Pope Sixtus IV decreed that a person still living could obtain an indulgence for someone in
purgatory.
In 1517, Pope Leo X offered indulgences for those who gave alms to rebuild St. Peter's Basilica in
Rome.
The aggressive marketing practices of the German monk Johann Tetzel in promoting this cause
provoked Martin Luther to write his 95 Theses, protesting what he saw as the purchase and crass
sale of salvation.
In thesis 28, Luther objected to a saying attributed to Tetzel:

In thesis 82, he questioned the spiritual value of indulgences.
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“Why does not the pope empty purgatory, for the sake of holy love and of the dire need of the souls
that are there, if he redeems an infinite number of souls for the sake of miserable money with which
to build a Church? The former reasons would be most just; the latter is most trivial.”

Julius II (b. 1443, r. 1503–1513).
[Indulgence for Raising Funds for the Basilica of St. Peter, in Latin].
Universis presentes litteras inspecturis pateat. Quod propter contributionem elimosinariam factam in subsidium favrice
Appostolorum Principis in Romana Urbe: Concessum est.
Rome: Johann Besicken, ca. 1507.
Broadside, printed on paper.
(BRA1993)
Bridwell Library holds the unique copy of this indulgence printed circa 1507 to raise funds for the rebuilding of the
Basilica of St. Peter in Rome. Purchased by those seeking remission of their sins, indulgences came to be severely
criticized by the early sixteenth century. Abuses of indulgences, such as their unlimited promotion without need for
penance, led Luther to condemn their sale entirely.

The only thing that indulgences-for-money guaranteed, Luther declared, was an increase in profit
and greed, because the pardon of the Church was in God's power alone. While Luther did not deny
the pope’s right to grant pardons for penance imposed by the Church, he made it clear that
preachers who claimed that indulgences absolved buyers from all punishments were in grave error.
From this controversy the Protestant Reformation was launched.
Luther's critique of indulgences had a tremendous impact on his world. The 95 Theses gained
enormous popularity over a very short period of time. Leo X demanded that Luther recant 41
purported errors, some from the 95 Theses and others from other writings and sayings Luther,
which Luther famously refused to do before the Diet of Worms in 1521, thus symbolically initiating
the Protestant Reformation.

17

MARTIN LUTHER: THE RELUCTANT REVOLUTIONARY
PROF. M. M. NINAN

Other traditions

An eighteenth-century certificate granted by the Patriarch of Jerusalem and reportedly sold by
Greek monks in Wallachia.

Orthodox Church
Because the underlying doctrine of salvation differs from the Catholic model, indulgences do not
generally exist in Eastern Orthodoxy. However, some Eastern churches did have a similar practice
in the form of absolution certificates that were occasionally issued to individuals. At the beginning of
the eighteenth century, for example, Dositheos Notaras (1641-1707), Patriarch of Jerusalem,
stated that, "This practice was confirmed by ancient Tradition that was known to all, that the Most
Holy Patriarchs would grant certificates for the remission of sins to the faithful people." Never as
widespread a tradition as in the Catholic Church, absolution certificates ceased entirely in the
eastern churches by the beginning of the twentieth century.

Protestantism
Protestant denominations today frequently cite indulgences as a prime Roman Catholic error.
Generally, Protestants reject the distinction between temporal and eternal debt for sins and argue
that Christ paid all debts in full by his sacrifice. To receive God's grace for the remission of sins is
strictly a matter of faith in Jesus as the resurrected Lord and has nothing to do with indulgences.
Any need of the sinner to merit remission of divinely imposed penalties, argued Luther, obscured
the glory and merit of Christ and overthrew the Gospel of unmerited salvation for Christ's sake.
Luther in particular criticized the Catholic understanding of the "Office of the Keys," which the
Roman Church believes were given by Christ to Saint Peter as the first pope. In this view the Office
of the Keys is a legislative power given to the pope authorizing him to create conditions and means
for salvation. Luther's understanding was that the Keys were bestowed on the whole Church,
administered publicly by all the clergy equally, and consisted of the command of Christ to forgive
the sins of the penitent and retain the sins of the impenitent. Under the right use of the Keys as
commanded by God, no bishop or pope could possibly have the authority to set up additional
means of obtaining forgiveness, whether canonical satisfactions or indulgences. While Protestants
continue to express a sense of a completed atonement similar to Luther's, the Protestant doctrine
of the Keys is found almost exclusively among Lutherans today.
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Luther drafted a set of propositions for the purpose of conducting an academic debate on
indulgences at the university in Wittenberg. He dispatched a copy of the Ninety-five Theses to
Tetzel’s superior, Archbishop Albert of Mainz, along with a request that Albert put a stop to Tetzel’s
extravagant preaching; he also sent copies to a number of friends. Before long, Albert formally
requested that official proceedings be commenced in Rome to ascertain the work’s orthodoxy.
Meanwhile, it began to be circulated in Germany, together with some explanatory publications by
Luther.

An indulgence was a payment to the Catholic Church that purchased an exemption from
punishment (penance) for some types of sins in a temporary hell called purgatory after death. You
could not get an indulgence to excuse a murder, but you could get one to excuse many lesser sins,
such as thinking lustful thoughts about someone who was not your spouse. The customers for
indulgences were Catholic believers who feared that if one of their sins went unnoticed or
unconfessed, they would spend extra time in purgatory before reaching heaven or worse, wind up
in hell for failing to repent.
The sale of indulgences was a byproduct of the Crusades in the 12th and 13th centuries. Because
they risked dying without the benefit of a priest to perform the appropriate ceremonies, Crusaders
were promised immediate salvation if they died while fighting to "liberate" the Christian holy city at
Jerusalem. Church leaders justified this by arguing that good works earned salvation, and making
Jerusalem accessible to Christians was an example of a good work. Over time, Church leaders
decided that paying money to support good works was just as good as performing good works, and
it evened things up for people who were physically incapable of fighting a Crusade. Over several
centuries, the practice expanded, and Church leaders justified it by arguing that they had inherited
an unlimited amount of good works from Jesus, and the credit for these good works could be sold
to believers in the form of indulgences. In other words, indulgences functioned like "confession
insurance" against eternal damnation because, if you purchased an indulgence, then you wouldn't
go to hell if you died suddenly or forgot to confess something.
In later years, the sale of indulgences spread to include forgiveness for the sins of people who were
already dead. That is evident in this passage from a sermon by John Tetzel, the monk who sold
indulgences in Germany and inspired Martin Luther's protest in 1517.
“Don't you hear the voices of your dead parents and other relatives crying out, "Have mercy on us,
for we suffer great punishment and pain. From this, you could release us with a few alms . . . We
have created you, fed you, cared for you and left you our temporal goods. Why do you treat us so
cruelly and leave us to suffer in the flames, when it takes only a little to save us? “[Source: Die
Reformation in Augenzeugen Berichten, edited by Helmar Junghaus (Dusseldorf: Karl Rauch
Verlag, 1967), 44.]
Martin Luther taught at a Catholic university in the German town of Wittenburg (located southwest
of Berlin). Like many others, he feared that the Roman Catholic Church had become too corrupt to
provide people with the guidance they needed to obtain salvation. Luther thought that individuals
could seek salvation on their own, without relying on priests. On October 31, 1517, he attempted to
provoke a debate on reform by nailing a list of 95 questions to the door of the Wittenburg university
cathedral. The debate became public when some unknown person reprinted his ideas in a
pamphlet which was eventually distributed throughout Germany.
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In Roman Catholic theology, Purgatory is an intermediate state between death and heaven in
which some of those ultimately destined for heaven must first "undergo purification, so as to
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven," holding that "certain offenses can be
forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to come." And that entrance into Heaven requires
the "remission before God of the temporal punishment due to [venial] sins whose guilt has already
been forgiven," for which indulgences may be given which remove "either part or all of the temporal
punishment due to sin," such as an "unhealthy attachment" to sin. Only those who die in the state of
grace but have not yet fulfilled the temporal punishment due to their sin can be in Purgatory, and
therefore no one in Purgatory will remain forever in that state nor go to hell.
Plenary indulgences began with the first crusade in 1095, and Thomas Aquinas developed the
theory of the pope dispensing the merit of Christ and the saints for those who help the Church.
John Wycliffe and Jan Huss denied the efficacy of indulgences
Anglicans of the Anglo-Catholic tradition generally also hold to the belief. Eastern Orthodox
Churches believe in the possibility of a change of situation for the souls of the dead through the
prayers of the living and the offering of the Divine Liturgy, and many Orthodox, especially among
ascetics, hope and pray for a general apocatastasis.[4] Judaism also believes in the possibility of
after-death purification and may even use the word "purgatory" to present its understanding of the
meaning of Gehenna. However, the concept of soul "purification" may be explicitly denied in other
faith traditions. The Protestant reformers, especially Luther and Calvin, rejected the doctrine,
saying that it unscriptural. Protestants (apart from the Anglicans) reject the doctrine and often argue
it was an invention designed to keep the Roman Catholic Church in control of people.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes an indulgence as "a remission before God of the
temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful Christian
who is duly disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church
which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the
satisfactions of Christ and the saints".
The recipient of an indulgence must perform an action to receive it. This is most often the saying
(once, or many times) of a specified prayer, but may also include the visiting of a particular place, or
the performance of specific good works.

Sacred inscription on the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran in Rome: Indulgentia plenaria perpetua quotidiana toties
quoties pro vivis et defunctis (English trans: "Perpetual everyday plenary indulgence on every occasion for the living
and the dead")

Indulgences were introduced to allow for the remission of the severe penances of the early Church
and granted at the intercession of Christians awaiting martyrdom or at least imprisoned for the faith.
They draw on the treasury of merit accumulated by Christ's superabundantly meritorious sacrifice
on the cross and the virtues and penances of the saints. They are granted for specific good works
and prayers in proportion to the devotion with which those good works are performed or prayers
recited.
By the late Middle Ages, the abuse of indulgences, mainly through commercialization, had become
a serious problem which the Church recognized but was unable to restrain effectively. Indulgences
were from the beginning of the Protestant Reformation a target of attacks by Martin Luther and all
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other Protestant theologians. Eventually the Catholic Counter-Reformation curbed the excesses,
but indulgences continue to play a role in modern Catholic religious life. Reforms in the 20th
century largely abolished the quantification of indulgences, which had been expressed in terms of
days or years. These days or years were meant to represent the equivalent of time spent in
penance, although it was widely taken to mean time spent in Purgatory. The reforms also greatly
reduced the number of indulgences granted for visiting particular churches and other locations.

Indulgence Chest, 16th century with a padlock from 20th century. The trunk was used by a Catholic Church to collect
money from followers who wanted a reduced time in purgatory. This is an actual Indulgence Chest complete with iron
plates, heavy hinges and five separate locks. People wishing to purchase an indulgence dropped their coins in a slot on
the top of the box.

Martin Luther believed this type of donation was church corruption.
===========================================================================

THE 95 THESES
Schlosskirche, Wittenberg

Schlosskirche in Wittenberg. And Castle Church Tower
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On October 31, 1517, Luther headed here and is said to have nailed his 95 Theses to the door of
this very church. The original doors are sadly no longer there—they burned in 1760 along with a
large part of the church—but the theses are inscribed on the 1858 bronze doors that replaced the
wooden ones. Luther is buried here as well, with a simple marker above his coffin. The plaque,
roughly translated from Latin, says, “Here lies the body of Martin Luther, Doctor of Divinity, who
died at Eisleben, his birthplace, on the 12th of the Calends of March, in the year 1546, when he had
lived 63 years, 3 months and 10 days.” There’s also a tribute to Luther at the top of the round tower,
if you climb the 289 steps to get there.

95 Thesis are now engraved on the panel at the entrance of the Chapel
The printing press technology provided means of distributing large number of copies to people

The 95 Theses
Out of love for the truth and from desire to elucidate it, the Reverend Father Martin Luther, Master
of Arts and Sacred Theology, and ordinary lecturer therein at Wittenberg, intends to defend the
following statements and to dispute on them in that place. Therefore he asks that those who cannot
be present and dispute with him orally shall do so in their absence by letter. In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen.
1. When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ``Repent'' (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

of repentance.
This word cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of penance, that is, confession and satisfaction,
as administered by the clergy.
Yet it does not mean solely inner repentance; such inner repentance is worthless unless it produces various
outward mortification of the flesh.
The penalty of sin remains as long as the hatred of self (that is, true inner repentance), namely till our entrance
into the kingdom of heaven.
The pope neither desires nor is able to remit any penalties except those imposed by his own authority or that of
the canons.
The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring and showing that it has been remitted by God; or, to be
sure, by remitting guilt in cases reserved to his judgment. If his right to grant remission in these cases were
disregarded, the guilt would certainly remain unforgiven.
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7. God remits guilt to no one unless at the same time he humbles him in all things and makes him submissive to
the vicar, the priest.

8. The penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to the canons themselves, nothing
should be imposed on the dying.

9. Therefore the Holy Spirit through the pope is kind to us insofar as the pope in his decrees always makes
exception of the article of death and of necessity.

10. Those priests act ignorantly and wickedly who, in the case of the dying, reserve canonical penalties for
purgatory.
11. Those tares of changing the canonical penalty to the penalty of purgatory were evidently sown while the
bishops slept (Mt 13:25).
12. In former times canonical penalties were imposed, not after, but before absolution, as tests of true contrition.
13. The dying are freed by death from all penalties, are already dead as far as the canon laws are concerned, and
have a right to be released from them.
14. Imperfect piety or love on the part of the dying person necessarily brings with it great fear; and the smaller the
love, the greater the fear.
15. This fear or horror is sufficient in itself, to say nothing of other things, to constitute the penalty of purgatory,
since it is very near to the horror of despair.
16. Hell, purgatory, and heaven seem to differ the same as despair, fear, and assurance of salvation.
17. It seems as though for the souls in purgatory fear should necessarily decrease and love increase.
18. Furthermore, it does not seem proved, either by reason or by Scripture, that souls in purgatory are outside the
state of merit, that is, unable to grow in love.
19. Nor does it seem proved that souls in purgatory, at least not all of them, are certain and assured of their own
salvation, even if we ourselves may be entirely certain of it.
20. Therefore the pope, when he uses the words ``plenary remission of all penalties,'' does not actually mean ``all
penalties,'' but only those imposed by himself.
21. Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is absolved from every penalty and saved by
papal indulgences.
22. As a matter of fact, the pope remits to souls in purgatory no penalty which, according to canon law, they should
have paid in this life.
23. If remission of all penalties whatsoever could be granted to anyone at all, certainly it would be granted only to
the most perfect, that is, to very few.
24. For this reason most people are necessarily deceived by that indiscriminate and high-sounding promise of
release from penalty.
25. That power which the pope has in general over purgatory corresponds to the power which any bishop or curate
has in a particular way in his own diocese and parish.
26. The pope does very well when he grants remission to souls in purgatory, not by the power of the keys, which
he does not have, but by way of intercession for them.
27. They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the money clinks into the money chest, the soul
flies out of purgatory.
28. It is certain that when money clinks in the money chest, greed and avarice can be increased; but when the
church intercedes, the result is in the hands of God alone.
29. Who knows whether all souls in purgatory wish to be redeemed, since we have exceptions in St. Severinus and
St. Paschal, as related in a legend.
30. No one is sure of the integrity of his own contrition, much less of having received plenary remission.
31. The man who actually buys indulgences is as rare as he who is really penitent; indeed, he is exceedingly rare.
32. Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have indulgence letters will be
eternally damned, together with their teachers.
33. Men must especially be on guard against those who say that the pope's pardons are that inestimable gift of
God by which man is reconciled to him.
34. For the graces of indulgences are concerned only with the penalties of sacramental satisfaction established by
man.
35. They who teach that contrition is not necessary on the part of those who intend to buy souls out of purgatory or
to buy confessional privileges preach unchristian doctrine.
36. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters.
37. Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and the church; and this is
granted him by God, even without indulgence letters.
38. Nevertheless, papal remission and blessing are by no means to be disregarded, for they are, as I have said
(Thesis 6), the proclamation of the divine remission.
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39. It is very difficult, even for the most learned theologians, at one and the same time to commend to the people
the bounty of indulgences and the need of true contrition.

40. A Christian who is truly contrite seeks and loves to pay penalties for his sins; the bounty of indulgences,
however, relaxes penalties and causes men to hate them -- at least it furnishes occasion for hating them.

41. Papal indulgences must be preached with caution, lest people erroneously think that they are preferable to
other good works of love.

42. Christians are to be taught that the pope does not intend that the buying of indulgences should in any way be
compared with works of mercy.
43. Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does a better deed than he who
buys indulgences.
44. Because love grows by works of love, man thereby becomes better. Man does not, however, become better by
means of indulgences but is merely freed from penalties.
45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy man and passes him by, yet gives his money for
indulgences, does not buy papal indulgences but God's wrath.
46. Christians are to be taught that, unless they have more than they need, they must reserve enough for their
family needs and by no means squander it on indulgences.
47. Christians are to be taught that they buying of indulgences is a matter of free choice, not commanded.
48. Christians are to be taught that the pope, in granting indulgences, needs and thus desires their devout prayer
more than their money.
49. Christians are to be taught that papal indulgences are useful only if they do not put their trust in them, but very
harmful if they lose their fear of God because of them.
50. Christians are to be taught that if the pope knew the exactions of the indulgence preachers, he would rather
that the basilica of St. Peter were burned to ashes than built up with the skin, flesh, and bones of his sheep.
51. Christians are to be taught that the pope would and should wish to give of his own money, even though he had
to sell the basilica of St. Peter, to many of those from whom certain hawkers of indulgences cajole money.
52. It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the indulgence commissary, or even the pope,
were to offer his soul as security.
53. They are the enemies of Christ and the pope who forbid altogether the preaching of the Word of God in some
churches in order that indulgences may be preached in others.
54. Injury is done to the Word of God when, in the same sermon, an equal or larger amount of time is devoted to
indulgences than to the Word.
55. It is certainly the pope's sentiment that if indulgences, which are a very insignificant thing, are celebrated with
one bell, one procession, and one ceremony, then the gospel, which is the very greatest thing, should be
preached with a hundred bells, a hundred processions, a hundred ceremonies.
56. The true treasures of the church, out of which the pope distributes indulgences, are not sufficiently discussed
or known among the people of Christ.
57. That indulgences are not temporal treasures is certainly clear, for many indulgence sellers do not distribute
them freely but only gather them.
58. Nor are they the merits of Christ and the saints, for, even without the pope, the latter always work grace for the
inner man, and the cross, death, and hell for the outer man.
59. St. Lawrence said that the poor of the church were the treasures of the church, but he spoke according to the
usage of the word in his own time.
60. Without want of consideration we say that the keys of the church, given by the merits of Christ, are that
treasure.
61. For it is clear that the pope's power is of itself sufficient for the remission of penalties and cases reserved by
himself.
62. The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.
63. But this treasure is naturally most odious, for it makes the first to be last (Mt. 20:16).
64. On the other hand, the treasure of indulgences is naturally most acceptable, for it makes the last to be first.
65. Therefore the treasures of the gospel are nets with which one formerly fished for men of wealth.
66. The treasures of indulgences are nets with which one now fishes for the wealth of men.
67. The indulgences which the demagogues acclaim as the greatest graces are actually understood to be such
only insofar as they promote gain.
68. They are nevertheless in truth the most insignificant graces when compared with the grace of God and the
piety of the cross.
69. Bishops and curates are bound to admit the commissaries of papal indulgences with all reverence.
70. But they are much more bound to strain their eyes and ears lest these men preach their own dreams instead of
what the pope has commissioned.
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71. Let him who speaks against the truth concerning papal indulgences be anathema and accursed.
72. But let him who guards against the lust and license of the indulgence preachers be blessed.
73. Just as the pope justly thunders against those who by any means whatever contrive harm to the sale of
indulgences.
74. Much more does he intend to thunder against those who use indulgences as a pretext to contrive harm to holy
love and truth.
75. To consider papal indulgences so great that they could absolve a man even if he had done the impossible and
had violated the mother of God is madness.
76. We say on the contrary that papal indulgences cannot remove the very least of venial sins as far as guilt is
concerned.
77. To say that even St. Peter if he were now pope, could not grant greater graces is blasphemy against St. Peter
and the pope.
78. We say on the contrary that even the present pope, or any pope whatsoever, has greater graces at his disposal,
that is, the gospel, spiritual powers, gifts of healing, etc., as it is written. (1 Co 12[:28])
79. To say that the cross emblazoned with the papal coat of arms, and set up by the indulgence preachers is equal
in worth to the cross of Christ is blasphemy.
80. The bishops, curates, and theologians who permit such talk to be spread among the people will have to answer
for this.
81. This unbridled preaching of indulgences makes it difficult even for learned men to rescue the reverence which
is due the pope from slander or from the shrewd questions of the laity.
82. Such as: ``Why does not the pope empty purgatory for the sake of holy love and the dire need of the souls that
are there if he redeems an infinite number of souls for the sake of miserable money with which to build a
church?'' The former reason would be most just; the latter is most trivial.
83. Again, ``Why are funeral and anniversary masses for the dead continued and why does he not return or permit
the withdrawal of the endowments founded for them, since it is wrong to pray for the redeemed?''
84. Again, ``What is this new piety of God and the pope that for a consideration of money they permit a man who is
impious and their enemy to buy out of purgatory the pious soul of a friend of God and do not rather, beca use of
the need of that pious and beloved soul, free it for pure love's sake?''
85. Again, ``Why are the penitential canons, long since abrogated and dead in actual fact and through disuse, now
satisfied by the granting of indulgences as though they were still alive and in force?''
86. Again, ``Why does not the pope, whose wealth is today greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build
this one basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather than with the money of poor believers?''
87. Again, ``What does the pope remit or grant to those who by perfect contrition already have a right to full
remission and blessings?''
88. Again, ``What greater blessing could come to the church than if the pope were to bestow these remissions and
blessings on every believer a hundred times a day, as he now does but once?''
89. ``Since the pope seeks the salvation of souls rather than money by his indulgences, why does he suspend the
indulgences and pardons previously granted when they have equal efficacy?''
90. To repress these very sharp arguments of the laity by force alone, and not to resolve them by giving reasons, is
to expose the church and the pope to the ridicule of their enemies and to make Christians unhappy.
91. If, therefore, indulgences were preached according to the spirit and intention of the pope, all these doubts
would be readily resolved. Indeed, they would not exist.
92. Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, ``Peace, peace,'' and there is no peace!
(Jer 6:14)
93. Blessed be all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, ``Cross, cross,'' and there is no cross!
94. Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their Head, through penalties, death and hell.
95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than through the false security
of peace (Acts 14:22).

Luther expected only to prompt a debate within Christian circles as an academician , but with that
act he sparked a revolution. The Protestant Reformation that followed his protest upended the
political and ecclesiastical order across Europe.
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In 1517 Luther posted his 95 Theses, a list of grievances against the Church, on church doors in Wittenberg.
This was the normal way of inviting a dialogue in academic circles at that time.
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First page of the 1517 Basel printing of the Theses as a pamphlet
Martin Luther makes three main points in his 95 theses.
Here they are, in his own words:
1. Selling indulgences to finance the building of St. Peter's is wrong.
"The revenues of all Christendom are being sucked into this insatiable basilica. The Germans laugh
at calling this the common treasure of Christendom. Before long, all the churches, palaces, walls
and bridges of Rome will be built out of our money. First of all, we should rear living temples, not
local churches, and only last of all St. Peter's, which is not necessary for us. We Germans cannot
attend St. Peter's. Better that it should never be built than that our parochial churches should be
despoiled. ...
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Why doesn't the pope build the basilica of St. Peter's out of his own money? He is richer than
Croesus. He would do better to sell St. Peter's and give the money to the poor folk who are being
fleeced by the hawkers of indulgences."
2. The pope has no power over Purgatory.
"Papal indulgences do not remove guilt. Beware of those who say that indulgences effect
reconciliation with God. ... He who is contrite has plenary remission of guilt and penalty without
indulgences. The pope can only remove those penalties which he himself has imposed on earth,
for Christ did not say, 'Whatsoever I have bound in heaven you may loose on earth.'
Therefore I claim that the pope has no jurisdiction over Purgatory. ... If the pope does have power
to release anyone from Purgatory, why in the name of love does he not abolish Purgatory by letting
everyone out? If for the sake of miserable money he released uncounted souls, why should he not
for the sake of most holy love empty the place? To say that souls are liberated from Purgatory is
audacious. To say they are released as soon as the coffer rings is to incite avarice. The pope would
do better to give everything away without charge."
3. Buying indulgences gives people a false sense of security and endangers their salvation.
"Indulgences are positively harmful to the recipient because they impede salvation by diverting
charity and inducing a false sense of security. Christians should be taught that he who gives to the
poor is better than he who receives a pardon. He who spends money on indulgences instead of
relieving want receives not the indulgence of the pope but the indignation of God. ...
Indulgences are most pernicious because they induce complacency and thereby imperil salvation.
Those persons are damned who think that letters of indulgence make them certain of salvation.
God works by contraries so that a man feels himself to be lost in the very moment when he is on the
point of being saved. ...Man must first cry out that there is no health in him. He must be consumed
with horror. This is the pain of Purgatory. ...
In this disturbance salvation begins. When man believes himself to be utterly lost, light breaks.
Peace comes in the word of Christ through faith. He who does not have this is lost even though he
be absolved a million times by the pope, and he who does have it may not wish to be released from
Purgatory, for true contrition seeks penalty. Christians should be encouraged to bear the cross."
The impact of Printing Press

A pocket-sized version of Martin Luther's 95 Theses
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"That means Luther's words had already reached out hundreds of miles," Rassieur says. "When
Luther's ideas started to spread, there was no way they could be stopped." No one knows how
many copies of the 95 Theses were printed, but Rassieur says there were probably "thousands and
thousands," given the number of editions that were immediately produced.

Theses were made possible by the invention of the Printing Press
In 1436 Johannes Gutenburg started working on the printing press an invention that created the
ability to mobilize ideas. Through the creation of the printing press new ideas would soon flow
through Europe faster than ever before and a massive wave of printed books would be sold across
Europe. Martin Luther’s ninety-five Theses was able to be replicated and distributed to many
people thanks to the printing press. Replication of documents used to have to be performed by
hand could now be done in a much more time efficient manner due to the printing press. These
ideas were printed in common tongue. In two weeks, copies of the Theses had spread throughout
Germany. Within six weeks of that, the Theses had been copied across Europe. Luther’s
writings reached France, England, and Italy by 1519.As with the Internet centuries later, Luther
showed how a new information technology could change the world.
On 31 October 1517, Luther wrote to his bishop, Albert of Mainz, protesting the sale of indulgences.
He enclosed in his letter a copy of his "Disputation of Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of
Indulgences", which came to be known as the Ninety-five Theses. Hans Hillerbrand writes that
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Luther had no intention of confronting the church, but saw his disputation as a scholarly objection to
church practices, and the tone of the writing is accordingly "searching, rather than doctrinaire."
Hillerbrand writes that there is nevertheless an undercurrent of challenge in several of the theses,
particularly in Thesis 86, which asks: "Why does the pope, whose wealth today is greater than the
wealth of the richest Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with the money of poor believers rather
than with his own money?"
Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz and Magdeburg did not reply to Luther's letter containing the
Ninety-five Theses. He had the theses checked for heresy and in December 1517 forwarded
them to Rome. He needed the revenue from the indulgences to pay off a papal dispensation for
his tenure of more than one bishopric. As Luther later noted, "the pope had a finger in the pie as
well, because one half was to go to the building of St Peter's Church in Rome".
Pope Leo X was used to reformers and heretics, and he responded slowly, "with great care as is
proper."Over the next three years he deployed a series of papal theologians and envoys against
Luther, which served only to harden the reformer's anti-papal theology. First, the Dominican
theologian Sylvester Mazzolini drafted a heresy case against Luther, whom Leo then summoned to
Rome. The Elector Frederick persuaded the pope to have Luther examined at Augsburg, where the
Imperial Diet was held.
There, over a three-day period in October 1518, Luther defended himself under questioning by
papal legate Cardinal Cajetan. The Pope's right to issue indulgences was at the centre of the
dispute between the two men. The hearings degenerated into a shouting match. More than writing
his theses, Luther's confrontation with the church cast him as an enemy of the pope. Cajetan's
original instructions had been to arrest Luther if he failed to recant, but the legate desisted from
doing so. Luther slipped out of the city at night, unbeknownst to Cajetan.
Thus an honest attempt for an academic theological debate turned into a global problem converting
the low professor into a hardened opponent of the Church hierarchy.
____________________________________________________________________________
Ad Leonem X. Pontificem Maximum, Resolutiones disputationum de virtute indulgentiarum Revere[n]di Patris ac
sacrae theologiae Doctoris Martini Luther Augustiniani Vuittenbergensis.
Basel: Johann Froben, 1518.
(BRB0165/A)
This first collection of Luther’s writings includes his explanation to Pope Leo X concerning indulgences. Following the
publication and distribution of his Ninety-five Theses, Luther believed that his statements had been misinterpreted. In
response he composed his Resolutiones disputationum de virtute indulgentiarum. By the time Leo X received this work
he had already begun proceedings against Luther; the author’s additional explications did not halt the pope’s formal
response and rebuke. Luther’s expansion of his critical comments, such as the following, were not likely to ameliorate
the situation:
“In my opinion indulgences are the most worthless of all possessions of the Church and ought to be granted
only to the most worthless members. Furthermore, they are neither meritorious nor useful, but what is worse,
extremely harmful if they who receive them have no sense of fear. Therefore I feel that such teaching deserves
to be cursed and is contrary to the commands of God.”

Luther objected to a saying attributed to Johann Tetzel that "As soon as the coin in the coffer rings,
the soul from purgatory (also attested as 'into heaven') springs." He insisted that, since forgiveness
was God's alone to grant, those who claimed that indulgences absolved buyers from all
punishments and granted them salvation were in error. Christians, he said, must not slacken in
following Christ on account of such false assurances.
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According to one account, Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses to the door of All Saints' Church in
Wittenberg on 31 October 1517. Scholars Walter Krämer, Götz Trenkler, Gerhard Ritter, and
Gerhard Prause contend that the story of the posting on the door, even though it has settled as one
of the pillars of history, has little foundation in truth. The story is based on comments made by
Philipp Melanchthon, though it is thought that he was not in Wittenberg at the time
The Latin Theses were printed in several locations in Germany in 1517. In January 1518 friends of
Luther translated the Ninety-five Theses from Latin into German. Within two weeks, copies of the
theses had spread throughout Germany; within two months, they had spread throughout Europe.
Luther's writings circulated widely, reaching France, England, and Italy as early as 1519. Students
thronged to Wittenberg to hear Luther speak. He published a short commentary on Galatians and
his Work on the Psalms. This early part of Luther's career was one of his most creative and
productive. Three of his best-known works were published in 1520: To the Christian Nobility of the
German Nation, On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, and On the Freedom of a Christian.
Luther's challenge to papal authority received support from German nobles who had their own
grievances. In particular, German nobles resented how the Church spent revenue collected from
German Catholics, and the fact that they had less rights than other nobles (particularly in France) to
influence the appointment of local Church officials. Thanks to the support of a noble named
Frederick "the Wise," who allowed Luther to hide at his castle named Wartburg, Luther survived his
excommunication for heresy by the Diet of Worms in January 1521. He hid out for about a year and
used the time to translate the New Testament into German. Meanwhile, as other nobles joined the
protest, Lutheranism became more secure and more groups began to propose their own religious
reforms. By 1535, nobles in a large area of Germany, plus the kings of Denmark and Sweden, had
declared themselves followers of Luther.
Luther and his supporters were not the only ones to break away from the Catholic Church. In 1527,
King Henry VIII of England asked to have his marriage to Catherine of Aragon annulled because,
after nearly twenty years, they had not yet produced a male heir to the throne. The pope refused to
grant the annulment thanks to pressure from Catherine's nephew, the Holy Roman Emperor
Charles V. So Henry declared his independence from the Pope in 1534 by creating the Church of
England and naming himself as its spiritual and political leader.
Elsewhere, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, Menno Simons and others launched their own religious
reform movements. As a result, by the end of the 16th century, perhaps as much as one third of
Western Europe's population no longer believed in the supremacy of the pope. One consequence
was the Catholic Counter-Reformation, a systematic attempt to reform the Catholic Church, which
eliminated many of the practices that provoked the original reformation.
(http://courses.wcupa.edu/jones/his101/web/37luther.htm)
On November 9, 1518 the pope condemned Luther’s writings as conflicting with the teachings of
the Church.
One year later a series of commissions were convened to examine Luther’s teachings. The first
papal commission found them to be heretical, but the second merely stated that Luther’s writings
were “scandalous and offensive to pious ears.”
Finally, in July 1520 Pope Leo X issued a papal bull (public decree) that concluded that Luther’s
propositions were heretical and gave Luther 120 days to recant in Rome.
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Every year or so, the Holy Roman Emperor would call a meeting of the German princes and
bishops. These meetings were called Diets and in 1521, Emperor Charles V summoned Martin
Luther to the meeting to be held in the old cathedral city of Worms in western Germany. (Diet of
Worms is pronounced "dee-ate of vohrms".) Luther was given a safe passage by the Emperor.
Charles V was a very devout Catholic, but about half of the princes were sympathetic to Luther.
Luther was given safe conduct to attend the meeting and defend his positions.

Emperor Charles V opened the imperial Diet of Worms on 22 January 1521. Luther was summoned to renounce or
reaffirm his views and was given an imperial guarantee of safe-conduct to ensure his safe passage. When he appeared
before the assembly on 16 April, Johann Eck, an assistant of Archbishop of Trier, acted as spokesman for the Emperor.
[Bainton, p. 141]. He presented Luther with a table filled with copies of his writings. Eck asked Luther if the books were
his and if he still believed what these works taught. Luther requested time to think about his answer. It was granted.
Luther prayed, consulted with friends and mediators and presented himself before the Diet the next day. When the
counselor put the same questions to Luther, he said: "They are all mine, but as for the second question, they are not all
of one sort." Luther went on to say that some of the works were well received by even his enemies. These he would not
reject.
A second class of the books attacked the abuses, lies and desolation of the Christian world. These, Luther believed,
could not safely be rejected without encouraging abuses to continue.
The third group contained attacks on individuals. He apologized for the harsh tone of these writings, but did not reject
the substance of what he taught in them. If he could be shown from the Scriptures that he was in error, Luther
continued, he would reject them. Otherwise, he could not do so safely without encouraging abuse.
Counsellor Eck, after countering that Luther had no right to teach contrary to the Church through the ages, asked
Luther to plainly answer the question: Would Luther reject his books and the errors they contain?
Luther replied: "Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason — I do not accept the authority of popes and
councils, for they have contradicted each other — my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not
recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe."
According to tradition, Luther is then said to have spoken these words: "Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me.
Amen." [Bainton, pp. 142-144].
Private conferences were held to determine Luther's fate. Before a decision was reached, Luther left Worms. During his
return to Wittenberg, he disappeared.
The Emperor issued the Edict of Worms on May 25, 1521, declaring Martin Luther an outlaw and a heretic and banning
his literature.
http://www.lutheran-resources.org/who_was_luther_2.htm

On April 17, 1521 Luther appeared before the Diet of Worms in Germany. At the Diet of Worms,
Luther was shown a table with a pile of his books and other writings. He was to recant his theses
that were seen as an attack on the entirety of Christendom before the Emperor. He responded in
his defense: “unless I am not convinced by the proofs of scripture and plain and clear rational
reasons; I trust neither the Pope nor the councils alone, as it is clear that they have often erred and
contradicted themselves, thus I am caught by the passages of holy scripture that I have quoted,
overcome in my conscience, and ensnared by the Word of God. Therefore I cannot and will not
recant, as acting against one’s conscience is neither safe nor salutary. Here I stand. God help me. I
can do no other.”
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Refusing again to recant, Luther concluded his testimony with the defiant statement:

Luther refused to recant, and on January 3, 1521 Pope Leo excommunicated Martin Luther from
the Catholic Church.
On May 25, the Holy Roman emperor Charles V signed an edict against Luther, ordering his
writings to be burned.
This was not an easy thing since this would have ended up on his immediate execution as a heretic
as soon as the edict against him as a heretic is signed. Luther had been declared an imperial
outlaw at the Diet of Worms (1521), so anyone who found him could legally kill him, and he
expected that his life would end by being burned at the stake as a heretic.

Luther’s three basic theologies were in question:
In his “The Address to the Christian Nobility of the German
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Nation”(1520) Luther asserted the priesthood of all believers and attacked the corruptions of the
Church and the abuses of its authority, and asserted the right of the layman to spiritual
independence. In "Concerning Christian Liberty," he expounded the doctrine of justification by faith,
and gave a complete presentation of his theological position. He argued for the Priesthood of all
Believers” and he urged rulers to take up the cause of church reform to bring hierarchical Kingdom
type Church structure which brought only evil.
This is usually called “The Protestant Manifesto”

“The Three Walls of the Romanists
The Romanists have, with great adroitness, drawn three walls round themselves, with which they have
hitherto protected themselves, so that no one could reform them, whereby all Christendom has fallen
terribly.
Firstly, if pressed by the temporal power, they have affirmed and maintained that the temporal power has no
jurisdiction over them, but, on the contrary, that the spiritual power is above the temporal.
Secondly, if it were proposed to admonish them with the Scriptures, they objected that no one may interpret
the Scriptures but the Pope.
Thirdly, if they are threatened with a council, they pretend that no one may call a council but the Pope.
Thus they have secretly stolen our three rods, so that they may be unpunished, and intrenched themselves
behind these three walls, to act with all the wickedness and malice, which we now witness. And whenever
they have been compelled to call a council, they have made it of no avail by binding the princes beforehand
with an oath to leave them as they were, and to give moreover to the Pope full power over the procedure of
the council, so that it is all one whether we have many councils or no councils, in addition to which they
deceive us with false pretences and tricks. So grievously do they tremble for their skin before a true, free
council; and thus they have overawed kings and princes, that these believe they would be offending God, if
they were not to obey them in all such knavish, deceitful artifices.
Now may God help us, and give us one of those trumpets that overthrew the walls of Jericho, so that we may
blow down these walls of straw and paper, and that we may set free our Christian rods for the chastisement
of sin, and expose the craft and deceit of the devil, so that we may amend ourselves by punishment and
again obtain God's favor
(a) The First Wall
That the Temporal Power has no Jurisdiction over the Spirituality
Let us, in the first place, attack the first wall.
It has been devised that the Pope, bishops, priests, and monks are called the spiritual estate, princes, lords,
artificers, and peasants are the temporal estate. This is an artful lie and hypocritical device, but let no one be
made afraid by it, and that for this reason: that all Christians are truly of the spiritual estate, and there is no
difference among them, save of office alone. As St. Paul says (1 Cor. xii.), we are all one body, though each
member does its own work, to serve the others. This is because we have one baptism, one Gospel, one faith,
and are all Christians alike; for baptism, Gospel, and faith, these alone make spiritual and Christian people.
As for the unction by a pope or a bishop, tonsure, ordination, consecration, and clothes differing from those
of laymen-all this may make a hypocrite or an anointed puppet, but never a Christian or a spiritual man. Thus
we are all consecrated as priests by baptism, as St. Peter says: "Ye are a royal priesthood, a holy nation" (1
Peter ii. 9); and in the book of Revelations: "and hast made us unto our God (by Thy blood) kings and
priests" (Rev. v. 10)…….
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(b) The Second Wall
That no one may interpret the Scriptures but the Pope
The second wall is even more tottering and weak: that they alone pretend to be considered masters of the
Scriptures; although they learn nothing of them all their life. They assume authority, and juggle before us
with impudent words, saying that the Pope cannot err in matters of faith, whether he be evil or good, albeit
they cannot prove it by a single letter. That is why the canon law contains so many heretical and unchristian,
nay unnatural, laws;……
(c) The Third Wall
That no one may call a council but the Pope
The third wall falls of itself, as soon as the first two have fallen; for if the Pope acts contrary to the Scriptures,
we are bound to stand by the Scriptures,
As for the unction by a pope or a bishop, tonsure, ordination, consecration, and clothes differing from those
of laymen-all this may make a hypocrite or an anointed puppet, but never a Christian or a spiritual man

The Babylonian Captivity of the Church
In his “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church,” he discussed the seven sacraments and reduced the
two essential ones to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
In this work Luther examines the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church in the light of his interpretation of
the Bible. With regard to the Eucharist, he advocates restoring the cup to the laity, dismisses the Catholic
doctrine of Transubstantiation but affirms the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist,
and rejects the teaching that the Mass is a sacrifice offered to God.
With regard to baptism, he writes that it brings justification only if conjoined with saving faith in the recipient;
however, it remains the foundation of salvation even for those who might later fall[1] and be reclaimed. In
response to Luther’s critique of indulgences and his 1520 De captivitate Babylonica ecclesiae, King Henry
VIII issued the theological treatise “Defense of the Seven Sacraments,” dedicated to Pope Leo X. The pope
responded by assigning King Henry the title of Fidei Defensor (“Defender of the Faith”), a status later
revoked following the king’s own break with the Catholic Church in the 1530s.
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In his “On the Freedom of a Christian” sometimes also called "A Treatise on Christian Liberty"
(November 1520)he asserted that Christians are freed from the laws and every law is contained in the law of
love. The treatise developed the concept that as fully forgiven children of God, Christians are no longer
compelled to keep God's law; however, they freely and willingly serve God and their neighbors. Luther also
further develops the concept of justification by faith. In the treatise, Luther stated, "A Christian is a perfectly
free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all."

The Catholic Encyclopedia gives the following details:
Luther the reformer had become Luther the revolutionary; the religious agitation had become a
political rebellion. Luther's theological attitude at this time, as far as a formulated cohesion can be
deduced, was as follows:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

The Bible is the only source of faith; it contains the plenary inspiration of God; its reading is
invested with a quasi-sacramental character.
Human nature has been totally corrupted by original sin, and man, accordingly, is deprived
of free will. Whatever he does, be it good or bad, is not his own work, but God's.
Faith alone can work justification, and man is saved by confidently believing that God will
pardon him. This faith not only includes a full pardon of sin, but also an unconditional release
from its penalties.
The hierarchy and priesthood are not divinely instituted or necessary, and ceremonial or
exterior worship is not essential or useful. Ecclesiastical vestments, pilgrimages,
mortifications, monastic vows, prayers for the dead, intercession of saints, avail the soul
nothing.
All sacraments, with the exception of baptism, Holy Eucharist, and penance, are rejected,
but their absence may be supplied by faith.
The priesthood is universal; every Christian may assume it. A body of specially trained and
ordained men to dispense the mysteries of God is needless and a usurpation.
There is no visible Church or one specially established by God whereby men may work out
their salvation.

The emperor is appealed to in his three primary pamphlets,
+ to destroy the power of the pope,
to confiscate for his own use all ecclesiastical property,
to abolish ecclesiastical feasts, fasts, and holidays,
to do away with Masses for the dead, etc.
+ In his "Babylonian Captivity", particularly, he tries to arouse national feeling against the
papacy,…
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+ His third manifesto, "On the Freedom of a Christian Man", more moderate in tone, though
uncompromisingly radical, he sent to the pope.

In April, 1520, Eck (Johann Eck was the principal adversary of Luther on the side of Roman Church
and Pope) appeared in Rome, with the German works, containing most of these doctrines,
translated into Latin. They were submitted and discussed with patient care and critical calmness.
Some members of the four consistories, held between 21 May and 1 June, counseled gentleness
and forbearance, but those demanding summary procedure prevailed. The Bull of
excommunication, "Exsurge Domine", was accordingly drawn up 15 July. It formally condemned
forty-one propositions drawn from his writings, ordered the destruction of the books containing the
errors, and summoned Luther himself to recant within sixty days or receive the full penalty of
ecclesiastical punishment.
Three days later (18 July) Eck was appointed papal prothonotary with the commission to publish
the Bull in Germany.
The Bull itself became the object of shocking indignities. Only after protracted delays could even
the bishops be induced to show it any deference. The crowning dishonor awaited it at Wittenberg,
where (10 Dec.), in response to a call issued by Melancthon, the university students assembled at
the Elster Gate, and amid the jeering chant of "Te Deum laudamus", and "Requiem aeternam",
interspersed with ribald drinking songs, Luther in person consigned it to the flames.
The Bull seemingly affected him little. It only drove him to further extremes and gave a new
momentum to the movement…….
The enforcement of the provisions of the Bull, was the duty of the civil power. This was done, in the
face of vehement opposition now manifesting itself, at the Diet of Worms, when the young
newly-crowned Charles V was for the first time to meet the assembled German Estates in solemn
deliberation.

Pope Leo X's Bull against the errors of Martin Luther, 1521, commonly known as Exsurge Domine.
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Martin Luther burning the papal bull that in 1520 condemned his various writings.
In 1521 he was called to an assembly at Worms, Germany. He was given the promise of protection for the
appearance to the diet by the Emperor
On April 17, 1521 Luther appeared before the Diet of Worms in Germany. to appear before Charles V, Holy
Roman Emperor. Luther arrived prepared for another debate; he quickly discovered it was a trial at which he
was asked to recant his views. He was to recant his theses that were seen as an attack on the entirety of
Christendom before the Emperor. He responded in his defense: “unless I am not convinced by the proofs
of scripture and plain and clear rational reasons; I trust neither the Pope nor the councils alone, as it is clear
that they have often erred and contradicted themselves, thus I am caught by the passages of holy scripture
that I have quoted, overcome in my conscience, and ensnared by the Word of God. Therefore I cannot and
will not recant, as acting against one’s conscience is neither safe nor salutary. Here I stand. God help me. I
can do no other.”

Luther refused to recant, and on January 3, 1521 Pope Leo excommunicated Martin Luther from
the Catholic Church.
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The trial that led to the birth of the modern world.
Before the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and the Diet of Worms in the spring of 1521, as
Luther biographer Roland H. Bainton noted,

Martin Luther bravely defended his written attacks on orthodox Catholic beliefs and denied the
power of Rome to determine what is right and wrong in matters of faith.
By holding steadfast to his interpretation of Scripture, Luther provided the impetus for the
Reformation, a reform movement that would divide Europe into two regions, one Protestant and
one Catholic, and that would set the scene for religious wars that would continue for more than a
century, not ending until the Peace of Westphalia in 1648.
On May 25, the Holy Roman emperor Charles V signed an edict against Luther, ordering his
writings to be burned.
This was not an easy thing since this would have ended up on his immediate execution as a heretic
as soon as the edict against him as a heretic is signed.
Eck debated with Luther and his disciple,
Andreas Karlstadt, on such topics as papal
primacy and the infallibility of church councils.
In 1520 Eck visited Rome, where he helped
compose the papal bull Exsurge Domine (June
1520), in which Pope Leo X condemned 41 of
Luther’s theses and threatened the latter with
excommunication. Leo X then commissioned
Eck to publish and enforce the new papal bull
throughout Germany.
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Luther had been declared an imperial outlaw at the Diet of Worms (1521), so anyone who found
him could legally kill him, and he expected that his life would end by being burned at the stake as a
heretic.

Wartburg Castle
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Luther was allowed to leave Worms, but he was now considered an outlaw. Emperor Charles
issued the Edict of Worms, declaring Luther a heretic and ordering his death.
Frederick the Wise of Saxony was a local Lord who favored Luther and his opposition to the Rome.
Knowing that he is now in danger as soon as he leave worms he arranged for him to be
"kidnapped" and taken to Wartburg Castle near the town of Eisenach in safety.
Luther disguised himself as a nobleman, grew a beard and called himself "Junker Jörg". He was
safe in the Wartburg, a strong fortress on the top of a mountain, under the protection of the local
prince.

Junker Jörg

The room where Martin spent time to translate Bible into German.
The Original book is inside the box on the table
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He spent nearly a year there, writing furiously and fighting depression and numerous physical
ailments. It was in a small study in the castle in 1522 that he translated the New Testament from
Greek into German which took nearly 10 years and profoundly influenced the form and
standardization of the German language.
Luthers Bible

Luther’s German Bible
The Martin Luther Bible translation was begun at the Wartburg castle, where he was held prisoner
by Frederick the Wise of Saxony for his own safety from May, 1521 to April, 1522.

Martin Luther Bible in the Lutherhaus in Wittenberg

With eleven months on his hands and nothing to do, Luther studied and wrote prodigiously. He
completed a translation of the New Testament from the original Greek in a mere four months
between November of 1521 and March of 1522. After his release, he extensively revised it with the
help of the learned Philip Melancthon, his friend and co-worker throughout the time of the
Reformation.
The New Testament was released September 21, 1522, and a second edition was produced the
same December.
Luther went immediately to work on the Old Testament, producing the Pentateuch in 1523 and the
Psalms in 1524.
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By then he had acquired an entire committee that met once per week. Even Jewish rabbis were
consulted
Finally, in 1534 a complete version of the Bible, with Apocrypha, was released. They referred to the
Apocrypha as "books not equal to the Holy Scriptures, yet good and useful to read."
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Luther’s Antilegomena
Antilegomena means written texts whose authenticity or value is disputed. This is a problem of
the canon or rules that a book may be included in the Bible. Since most Christians do consider the
Scripture as the absolute standard of living this is of vital importance. Luther in translating the
Bible did make the standard which most people disagreed.
Luther did not include the deuteron-canonical books in his Old Testament, terming them
"Apocrypha, that are books which are not considered equal to the Holy Scriptures, but are useful
and good to read."
The Catholic deuterocanonical scriptural texts are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Tobit
Judith
Additions to Esther (Vulgate Esther 10:4–16:24)[9]
Wisdom (also called the Wisdom of Solomon)
Sirach (also called Ecclesiasticus)
Baruch, including the Letter of Jeremiah (Additions to Jeremiah in the Septuagint)[10]
Additions to Daniel:
o Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Holy Children (Vulgate Daniel 3:24–90)
o Susanna (Vulgate Daniel 13, Septuagint prologue)
o Bel and the Dragon (Vulgate Daniel 14, Septuagint epilogue)
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees

The Roman Church also did the same. So there was no problem here.
books.

Below are the problem

Books of Esther, Hebrews, James, Jude and Revelation
He also argued unsuccessfully for the relocation of the Book of Esther from the canon to the
Apocrypha, because the text of Esther never mentions God.
In the New Testament Luther made an attempt to remove the books of Hebrews, James, Jude and
Revelation from the canon (notably, he perceived them to go against certain Protestant doctrines
such as sola gratia and sola fide), but this was not generally accepted among his followers.
However, these books are ordered last in the German-language Luther Bible to this day.
In his preface to the New Testament, Luther ascribed to several books of the New Testament
different degrees of doctrinal value: "St. John's Gospel and his first Epistle, St. Paul's Epistles,
especially those to the Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and St. Peter's Epistle-these are the books
which show to thee Christ, and teach everything that is necessary and blessed for thee to know,
even if you were never to see or hear any other book of doctrine. Therefore, St. James' Epistle is a
perfect straw-epistle compared with them, for it has in it nothing of an evangelic kind." Thus Luther
was comparing (in his opinion) doctrinal value, not canonical validity.
However, Ryrie's theory is countered by other biblical scholars, including William Barclay, who note
that Luther stated plainly, if not bluntly: "I think highly of the epistle of James, and regard it as
valuable although it was rejected in early days. It does not expound human doctrines, but lays
much emphasis on God’s law. …I do not hold it to be of apostolic authorship."
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Here is Luther's famous (or infamous) cornrnent from his original Preface to the New Testament,
I522 version :
“In a word St. ]ohn's Gospel and his ﬁrst epistle, St.Pauls epistles, especially Romans, Galatians,
and Ephesians, and St. Peters ﬁrst epistle are the books that show yon Christ and teach yon all that
is necessary and salvatory for you to know, even if you were never to see or hear any other book or
olootrine. Therefore St.Jarnes' epistle is really an epistle of straw, compared to these others, for it
has nothing of the nature of the gospel about it.”
Luther dropped the 'epistle of straw" insult passage from his 3154 revision of this preface.
In the end of the discussion on canon of the Bible among the Church Fathers of the period, none of
the New Testament books of the Canon of Trent was rejected from Luther's canon. Since he
questioned Hebrews, James, Jude and Revelation, these books are sometimes termed "Luther's
Antilegomena".Current Lutheran usage expands this to also include 2 Peter, 2 John, and 3 John.
Yet we have Luther’s five Sola statements which includes Sola Scriptora - The Scripture alone as
the final authority on all matters.

This may be an understatement since Luther also asserted his reliance on reason in the “Here I
stand” statement.
Luther returned to Wittenberg in 1521, where the reform movement initiated by his writings had
grown beyond his influence. It was no longer a purely theological cause; it had become political.
Other leaders stepped up to lead the reform, and concurrently, the rebellion known as the
Peasants’ War was making its way across Germany.
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A photo of the table of contents to Martin Luther's 1522 September Bible showing Hebrews,
James, Jude and Revelation listed as deuteron-canonical books in an appendix.
(http://postbarthian.com/2017/03/05/the-errors-of-inerrancy-8-the-protestant-reformers-would-not-a
ffirm-biblical-inerrancy-martin-luther-john-calvin/)
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Controversies after the Diet of Worms
Attempts to carry out the Edict of Worms were unsuccesful.For one, Martin Luther disappeared
from the public and went into hiding. Although Roman Catholic rulers sought determinedly to
suppress Luther and his followers, within two years it had become obvious that the movement for
reform was too strong. By March 1522, when Luther returned to Wittenberg, the effort to put reform
into practice had generated riots and popular protests that threatened to undermine law and order.
Luther himself was very conservative in his outlook. After all he had no intension of splitting and
forming a Christian sect. As for him, he never intended it. It was all force on him. God took
control of everything. With the political, social and economic situation of Europe the change took
place. The ice was broken. After the Edict of Worms, however, the cause of reform, Papal control
was lost and the struggles within the theological realm at least remained a possibility with the legal
and political level. Church lost its absolute control and the crucial decisions were now made in the
halls of government and not in the studies of the theologians. By 1523 side by side with Luther,
other charismatic leaders came in front, including Thomas Müntzer, Huldrych Zwingli, and Martin
Bucer, with more radical changes in mind

Thomas Muntzer :

Huldrych Zwingli
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CHAPTER THREE
FAMILY LIFE OF MARTIN

Katharina von Bora
Martin Luther's wife
Katharina von Bora (German: [kataˈʁiːna fɔn bɔʁa]; January 29, 1499 – December 20, 1552),
also referred to as "die Lutherin" was the wife of Martin Luther, German leader of the Protestant Reformation.
Katharina is often considered one of the most important participants of the Reformation because of her role in helping
to define Protestant family life and setting the tone for clergy marriages.
Martin Luther married Katharina von Bora (1499–1552) in 1525.
A former nun, she came to embody two very different roles in Reformation-era society:
she was seen both as Europe’s most notorious “renegade nun” and
as the model housewife for Lutheran clergymen.
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26-year-old former nun

In April 1523, with the Reformation well under way, Katharina and 11 of her fellow nuns hid in a
wagon and escaped from their Cistercian convent. Once the wagon arrived in Lutherstadt
Wittenberg, she was taken in by the family of none other than Lucas Cranach the Elder.
Born of a noble but poor family, Katharina was only three when she was sent away to school. It is
certain that her father sent the five-year-old Katharina to the Benedictine cloister in Brehna in 1504
for education. This is documented in a letter from Laurentius Zoch to Martin Luther, written on
October 30, 1531. This letter is the only evidence for Katharina von Bora's time spent within the
monastery. At the age of nine she moved to the Cistercian monastery of Marienthron (Mary's
Throne) in Nimbschen, near Grimma, where her maternal aunt was already a member of the
community. Katharina is well documented at this monastery in a provision list of 1509/10.
After several years of religious life, Katharina became interested in the growing reform movement
and grew dissatisfied with her life in the monastery. Katherine sought the help of Martin Luther.
On Easter Eve, 4 April 1523, Luther sent Leonhard Köppe, a city councilman of Torgau and
merchant who regularly delivered herring to the monastery. The nuns successfully escaped by
hiding in Köppe's covered wagon among the fish barrels, and fled to Wittenberg. Katherine with
eight other nuns were placed in the house of the Wittenberg town secretary. Luther at first asked
the parents and relations of the refugee nuns to admit them again into their houses, but they
declined to receive them, possibly as this was participating in a crime under canon law. Within two
years, Luther was able to arrange homes, marriages, or employment for all of the escaped
nuns—except for Katharina. She first was housed with the family of Philipp Reichenbach, the city
clerk of Wittenberg. Later she went to the home of Lucas Cranach the Elder and his wife, Barbara.
Luther was likewise at the time the only remaining resident in what had been the Augustinian
monastery in Wittenberg; the other monks had either thrown off the habit or moved to a staunchly
Catholic area. Understandably, he felt responsible for her plight, since it was his preaching that had
prompted her to flee the convent. Moreover, he had repeatedly written, most significantly in 1523,
that marriage is an honourable order of creation, and he regarded the Roman Catholic Church’s
insistence on clerical celibacy as the work of the Devil. Finally, he believed that the unrest in
Germany, epitomized in the bloody Peasants’ War, was a manifestation of God’s wrath and a sign
that the end of the world was at hand. He thus conceived his marriage as a vindication, in these last
days, of God’s true order for humankind.
Katharina had a number of suitors, including Wittenberg University alumnus Jerome (Hieronymus)
Baumgärtner (1498–1565) of Nuremberg and a pastor, Kaspar Glatz of Orlamünde. None of the
proposed matches resulted in marriage. She told Luther’s friend and fellow reformer, Nikolaus von
Amsdorf, that she would be willing to marry only Luther or von Amsdorf himself.
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Marriage

Martin Luther, as well as many of his friends, were at first unsure of whether he should even be
married. Philipp Melanchthon thought that Luther's marriage would hurt the Reformation because
of potential scandal. Luther eventually came to the conclusion that "his marriage would please his
father, rile the pope, cause the angels to laugh, and the devils to weep." Martin Luther married
Katharina on June 13, 1525, before witnesses including Justus Jonas, Johannes Bugenhagen, and
Barbara and Lucas Cranach the Elder. He was 42 and she was 26.
There was a wedding breakfast the next morning with a small company. Two weeks later, on June
27, they held a more formal public ceremony which was presided over by Bugenhagen. Von Bora
was 26 years old, Luther 41. The couple took up residence in the "Black Cloister" (Augusteum), the
former dormitory and educational institution for Augustinian friars studying in Wittenberg, given as a
wedding gift by the reform-minded John Frederick, Elector of Saxony, who was the son and
nephew of Luther's protectors, John, Elector of Saxony and Frederick III, Elector of Saxony.
John Frederick, the son of John, the brother and successor of Frederick the Wise, Luther’s patron
and Elector of Saxony, gave the Luthers the Black Cloister, the former Augustinian monastery and
dormitory for students from the order studying at the University of Wittenberg. The Luthers moved
in and Katharina immediately began to run the household as well as the lands that came with the
cloister. This was no small task: she had to manage the farms as well as take care of the thirty or so
students and guests who lodged at the Black Cloister, an important supplement to the family’s
income. Along with those duties, she also began breeding and selling cattle and brewing beer. She
50

MARTIN LUTHER: THE RELUCTANT REVOLUTIONARY
PROF. M. M. NINAN

was very successful in her business ventures, so much so that the family began to depend less and
less on Martin’s salary and was largely supported by her efforts.
She also contributed directly to the ministry at Wittenberg. She ran a hospital in the Black Cloister,
working alongside the other nurses in caring for the sick. Martin sometimes even consulted her on
church matters and allowed her to deal with his publishers. Mostly, though, she oversaw the
household to allow Martin to devote his time to his work in the church and at the University.
Response of the Catholic Church
The Catholic establishment was scandalized by von Bora’s departure from her monastic vows. This
publication by Joachim von der Heiden, a Leipzig University professor, urged her to repent and
return to her monastic seclusion:
“Woe unto you, poor misguided woman, not only that you have been led from light into darkness,
from God’s grace into His disfavor, from holy monastic devotion into a damned and shameful life,
but also because you left your convent dressed in lay clothes, like a dancing girl, and went to
Wittenberg and cast your eyes on that rascal, Luther, and lived with him in flagrant immorality, and
finally took him for your husband; by this breach of faith to your bridegroom Christ you became
faithless and perjured. . . . Think of your eternal punishment, and speedily leave this devilish life . . .
and repent your past sins, as did the fallen Mary Magdalene.”
Johann Hasenberg, a professor at Leipzig, attacked Katharina von Bora in this publication, which
he addressed directly to Martin Luther. The work concludes with two woodcut illustrations: at the
left, Christ and the Virgin Mary lead pious nuns into a holy monastic house; this is contrasted at the
right by Luther’s procession to the Gates of Hell with von Bora

http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Luther/Controversies/BRA012
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Katharina immediately took on the task of administering and managing the vast holdings of the
monastery, breeding and selling cattle, and running a brewery in order to provide for their family
and the steady stream of students who boarded with them and visitors seeking audiences with her
husband. In times of widespread illness, Katharina operated a hospital on site, ministering to the
sick alongside other nurses. Luther called her the "boss of Zulsdorf," after the name of the farm
they owned, and the "morning star of Wittenberg" for her habit of rising at 4 a.m. to take care of her
various responsibilities.
The marriage of Katharina von Bora to Martin Luther was extremely important to the development
of the Protestant Church, specifically in regards to its stance on marriage and the roles each
spouse should concern themselves with. “Although Luther was by no means the first cleric of his
time to marry, his prominence, his espousal of clerical marriage, and his prolific output of printed
anti-Catholic propaganda made his marriage a natural target.”The way Luther described Katie’s
actions and the names he gives her like “My Lord Katie” shows us that he really did feel strongly
that she exhibited a great amount of control over her own life and decisions. It could even
reasonably be argued that she maintained some influence in the actions of Martin Luther himself
since he says explicitly, “You convince me of whatever you please. You have complete control. I
concede to you the control of the household, providing my rights are preserved. Female
government has never done any good”.
Erasmus one of the colleagues remarked that “what had begun as tragedy had turned into comedy”
Between 1526 and 1534 the couple had six children
In addition to her busy life tending to the lands and grounds of the monastery, Katharina bore six
children:

Hans (7 June 1526 – 27 October 1575),
Elizabeth (10 December 1527 – 3 August 1528) who died at eight months,
Magdalena (4 May 1529 – 20 September 1542) who died at thirteen years,
Martin (9 November 1531 – 4 March 1565),
Paul (28 January 1533 – 8 March 1593), and Margarete Kunheim (17 December 1534 – 1570);
In addition she suffered a miscarriage on 1 November 1539.
The Luthers also raised four orphan children, including Katharina's nephew, Fabian.
Anecdotal evidence indicates that Katharina von Bora’s role as the wife of a critical member of the
Reformation paralleled the marital teachings of Luther and the movement. Katharina depended on
Luther such as for his incomes before the estate’s profits increased, thanks to her. She respected
him as a higher vessel and called him formally “Sir Doctor” throughout her life. He reciprocated
such respect by occasionally consulting her on church matters. She assisted him with running the
menial estate duties as he couldn’t complete both these and those to the church and university.
Katharina also directed the renovations done to accommodate the size of their operations.
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>>>>>>>>>>>
Later years
https://www.britannica.com gives the following details of his last years
Sympathetic rulers and city councils became the protagonists for Luther’s cause and the cause of
reform. When Charles V convened a Diet to meet at Augsburg in 1530 to address unresolved
religious issues, Luther himself could not be present, though he managed to travel as far south as
Coburg—still some 100 miles north of Augsburg—to follow developments at the Diet. In Augsburg it
fell to Luther’s young Wittenberg colleague Philipp Melanchthon to represent the Protestants.
Melanchthon’s summary of the reformers’ beliefs, the Augsburg Confession, quickly became the
guiding theological document for the emerging Lutheran tradition.
Luther’s role in the Reformation after 1525 was that of theologian, adviser, and facilitator but not
that of a man of action. Biographies of Luther accordingly have a tendency to end their story with
his marriage in 1525. Such accounts gallantly omit the last 20 years of his life, during which much
happened. The problem is not just that the cause of the new Protestant churches that Luther had
helped to establish was essentially pursued without his direct involvement, but also that the Luther
of these later years appears less attractive, less winsome, less appealing than the earlier Luther
who defiantly faced emperor and empire at Worms. Repeatedly drawn into fierce controversies
during the last decade of his life, Luther emerges as a different figure—irascible, dogmatic, and
insecure. His tone became strident and shrill, whether in comments about the Anabaptists, the
pope, or the Jews. In each instance his pronouncements were virulent: the Anabaptists should be
hanged as seditionists, the pope was the Antichrist, the Jews should be expelled and their
synagogues burned. Such were hardly irenic words from a minister of the gospel, and none of the
explanations that have been offered—his deteriorating health and chronic pain, his expectation of
the imminent end of the world, his deep disappointment over the failure of true religious
reform—seem satisfactory.
In 1539 Luther became embroiled in a scandal surrounding the bigamy of Philip, landgrave of
Hesse. Like many other crowned heads, Philip lived in a dynastically arranged marriage with a wife
for whom he had no affection. Engaging in extramarital relationships disturbed his conscience,
however, so that for years he felt unworthy to receive communion. His eyes fell on one of his wife’s
ladies-in-waiting, who insisted on marriage. Philip turned to Luther and the Wittenberg theologians
for advice. In his response, which he amply augmented with biblical references, Luther noted that
the patriarchs of the Old Testament had been married to more than one wife and that, as a special
dispensation, polygamy was still possible. Philip accordingly entered into a second marriage
secretly, but before long it became known—as did Luther’s role in bringing it about.
From the mid-1530s Luther was plagued by kidney stones and an obvious coronary condition.
Somewhat sheepishly, he attributed his poor health to the severity of his life in the monastery. He
nevertheless continued his academic teaching—from 1535 to 1545 he lectured on the book of
Genesis, one of his most insightful biblical expositions—and preached regularly at the city church
until his colleague Johannes Bugenhagen assumed that responsibility. Even then, Luther
continued to preach in the Augustinian monastery. After the death of one of his oldest friends,
Nikolaus Hausmann, in 1538 and that of his daughter Magdalene four years later, references to
death became increasingly abundant in Luther’s correspondence. Thus he wrote in a June 1543
letter to a friend:
I desire that there be given me a good little hour when I can move onward to God. I
have had enough. I am tired. I have become nothing. Do pray earnestly for me so that
the Lord may take my soul in peace.
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In February 1546 Luther journeyed, despite his failing health, to Eisleben, the town where he was
born. He set out to mediate an embarrassing quarrel between two young and arrogant noblemen,
the counts Albrecht and Gebhard of Mansfeld. He was successful, and he so informed his wife in
what proved to be his last letter. One day later, on February 18, death came. His body was interred
in the Castle Church in Wittenberg.
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Martin Luther's Grave
Castle Church, Wittenberg

After Luther’s Death

Katharina von Bora, 1546
When Martin Luther died in 1546, Katharina was left in difficult financial straits without Luther's
salary as professor and pastor, even though she owned land, properties, and the Black Cloister.
She was counseled by Martin Luther to move out of the old abbey and sell it after his death, and
move into much more modest quarters with the children who remained at home, but she refused.
She said, “He gave so much of himself in service not only to one town or to one country, but to the
whole world. Yes, my sorrow is so deep that no words can express my heartbreak, and it is
humanly impossible to understand what state of mind and spirit I am in…I can neither eat nor drink,
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nor even sleep…God knows that when I think of having lost him, I can neither talk nor write in all my
suffering.” She refused to sell the cloister, perhaps because so much of her life and love were found
there.
Luther had named her his sole heir in his last will. His will could not be executed because it did not
conform with Saxon law.
Almost immediately thereafter, Katharina had to leave the Black Cloister (now called Lutherhaus)
on her own at the outbreak of the Schmalkaldic War, from which she fled to Magdeburg. After her
return, the approach of the war forced another flight in 1547, this time to Braunschweig. In July
1547, at the close of the war, she was able to return to Wittenberg.
After the war, the buildings and lands of the monastery had been torn apart and laid waste, the
cattle and other farm animals were stolen or killed. If she had sold the land and the buildings, she
could have had a good financial situation. Financially, they could not remain there. Katharina was
able to support herself thanks to the generosity of John Frederick I, Elector of Saxony and the
princes of Anhalt.
She remained in Wittenberg in poverty until 1552, when an outbreak of the Black Plague and a
harvest failure forced her to leave the city once again. She fled to Torgau where she was thrown
from her cart into a watery ditch near the city gates. For three months she went in and out of
consciousness, before dying in Torgau on December 20, 1552, at the age of 53. She was buried at
Torgau's Saint Mary's Church, far from her husband's grave in Wittenberg. She is reported to have
said on her deathbed, "I will stick to Christ as a burr to cloth."
By the time of Katharina's death, the surviving Luther children were adults. After Katharina's death,
the Black Cloister was sold back to the university in 1564 by his heirs. Hans studied law and
became a court advisor. Martin studied theology but never had a regular pastoral call. Paul became
a physician. He fathered six children and the male line of the Luther family continued through him to
John Ernest Luther, ending in 1759.
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"Luther denied tradition;
the divine authority of the Papacy;
that councils were infallible;
that original justice was a supernatural gift;
that human nature remained essentially the same in its powers after the fall of
Adam;
that man, after the fall, can produce any good works;
held that man sins in whatever he does;
that the sins of the just are covered by faith and not done away with;
maintained that all works of sinners are sins;
denied free-will;
all the Sacraments except Baptism and the Eucharist;
transubstantiation;
the Sacrifice of the Mass;
purgatory and the utility of praying to the Saints;
he maintained that vows are made to the devil;
that concupiscence is invincible;
that the sensual instincts are irrepressible, and held
that the gratification of sexual propensities is as natural and inexorable as the
performance of any of the physiological necessities of our
being.
Lutheranism in general and all the Protestant sects that developed from it were condemned by the
Council of Trent (1545-1563). "
http://www.catholicapologetics.info/apologetics/protestantism/unity.htm
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The rapid growth of the free Reformation Churches all over Europe demanded a convention of
Diet was held in the summer of 1526. The Diet of Speyer or the Diet of Spires (sometimes
referred to as Speyer I) was an Imperial Diet of the Holy Roman Empire in 1526 in the Imperial City
of Speyer in present-day Germany. The diet's ambiguous edict resulted in a temporary suspension
of the Edict of Worms and aided the expansion of Protestantism. It unanimously concluded that
every province held the right to live, rule and believe as it
may, in hopes of being answerable only to God. This gave a boost to Protestanism.
The exercise of territorial sovereignty dates from this point, which practically established
separate state churches in the German states of the Holy Roman Empire. And as the Empire was
divided into a large number of sovereign states, there were as many Protestant church
organizations as Protestant states, according to the maxim that "the ruler of the territory is the ruler
of religion within its bounds" (cuius regio, eius religio). The Protestant princes and theologians
prohibited the mass and certain other Roman practices wherever they held power. This started a
power struggle within each state among the Protestants and the Catholic. A virtual war between the
two was in place.
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In Switzerland, Ulrich Zwingli became the catalyst for change within the church in determining
issues like fasting, clerical marriage, and the use of icons. Zwingli also developed a new liturgy for
communion reflecting the change in theology.
Henry VIII of England broke with the Roman Catholic Church on the question of his marriage and
divorce, and the British Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy in 1534, declaring Henry VIII the
supreme authority over the church in England. This started the new Anglican Church.
In France, in 1536 John Calvin published the “Institutes of the Christian Religion”. This moved to
set in place a theocratic
John Knox became the leader of the Scottish Revolution against the Catholic regency in 1560.
Scottish Parliament abolishing the jurisdiction of the pope in Scotland and banned the celebration
of Mass there. This started the Presbyterianism.
Parc des Bastions, Reformation Wall of Geneva

Guillaume Farel - the first to preach the Reformation in Geneva
John Calvin - leader of the Reformation movement and spiritual father of Geneva
Theodore Beza - Calvin's successor, born in Vezelay (France) and known for emphasizing Calvin's doctrine of
predestination
John Knox - Scottish preacher, friend of Calvin, and founder of Presbyterianism in Scotland

By the middle of the 16*‘ century the majority of Scandinavians became Protestants.
The struggle would continue for another hundred years and culminate with the Thirty Years War.
Beginning in 1618, Europe erupted in open warfare over the Protestant Reformation. The Catholic
Church would sanction military action in its efforts to crush Protestantism. The German provinces
would become an “open battlefield” for religious supremacy.
In 1648, the Peace of Westphalia would end the religious wars in Europe and validated religious
freedom for Protestants.
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CHAPATER FOUR
THE GERMAN PEASANT WAR 1524-1525
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The hierarchial system of Roman Empire at the time of Martin Luther can be represented as follows.
The highest authority on earth was the Pope. He wielded the power of life and death over all
creation and this was expressed in visible form as inquisition and the ultimate burning with fire.
The decisions of Pope were practically executed by the KingsA similar system existed even in India
and the Noble. He also wielded the power over heaven and hell. He could pardon the dwellers of
hell and release them to heaven. It was this power that Martin Luther inadvertedly shattered. He
really never intended to do that nor planned it. In the beginning of his career, he often repeated it.
For this Martin was excommunicated and the freedom struggle within the church started off.
It was reflected in the socio-political life of invigorating the mood for freedom struggle which initiated
the freedom movement of the peasants of Germany which culminated in the Peasant War of
1524-1525.
The Peasants' War
The struggle for freedom has always been a fundamental basis of Judaeo Christian tradition.
After all it was YHVH who started the slave resurgence of the Hebrews who were slaves in Egypt.
Moses was the first liberator and that was liberation from the slavery in this material realm. In fact
the Jews never believed in a heaven or hell. It all came late. Thus Christianity remained a basis
of almost all resurgence of freedom in every age. It left the Christian arena to the secular arena only
under Karl Marx 400 years later. It was this that was reflected in the freedom struggle of the
peasants of Germany.
They have witnessed a resurgence of freedom struggle from under the domination of the church by
Martin Luther. Some of the Charismatic leaders of the church always led the struggle and often
were indeed martyred. There were always some who were conservatives and objected to any
struggle for freedom since it often led to violence. There were others who taught that this caste
system is ordained by God and so should be respected and any attempt to disrupt this stable
system is evil. We can see both these teachings in the Bible. We see the communes of early
Apostolic Period. We hear Paul teaching to be submissive to the masters.
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We must be aware that slavery was supported by the Roman Catholic Church under the
pretension that all Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob had slaves. Slavery was part of the social
structure. A freedom struggle inevitably made an imbalance in the society. This is the same
argument presented by the Indian Hindu theologists against any violation of caste system. In
Hinduism, God incarnated whenever the balance of the social system was violated to restore order..
Since basis of all rationalist struggle was based on selfish motives and not on love it inevitably led
to violence. Yet to cease to struggle or oppose injustice is a gross misinterpretation of who God is.
Yet it was the very Christianity which led to colonisation and slave trade. Yet eventually, it was the
Christian morality that led to the emancipation of slaves. Deep within the Christian morale is the
struggle for freedom and justice. We have seen this Christian diochotamy in the Agrarian
Freedom Struggle in Kerala. I am sure it was there everywhere..
The early 1500s was a time of many changes in Germany. In general, the economy was good, and
the peasant farmers were able to provide for themselves and their families reasonably well.
Peasants were the lowest members of society and had few rights. Generally they worked mines
or farmed land and raised livestock belonging to a prince or nobleman, could not marry without
permission, did not own any land, and were taxed heavily. They were much the same level as
plebeians, or commoners, townsmen who worked for craftsmen or merchants at subsistence levels
or were unemployed.
In Europe they were all Christians both the exploited and the exploiter. The exploited looked
forward to an escape by the power of God through faith through the Gideons of the nation. But they
all invariably failed within the Christian movement sabotaged by fellow Christians, that 400 years
later Karl Marx could say, “Religion is the Opium of Man”
We should remember that Luther himself originally belonged to this class. His father was a
miner. He had a bringing up which reflected this broken society. With the help of the rare
education he came to rise in the ladder. We should not forget that he was protected by
Lords and Princes. So he had a double obligation - both to the lower middle class and to the
Higher Oppressors. It is this double character that was reflected in his change of opinions
and outbursts we see in his dealing with the peasant struggles.

The Peasant War of Germany of the period was another repetition of these events. Reformation
and its success brought in a new expectation of God’s intervention in history - here and now.
There was heightened end-time expectations -Christ is coming back to establish this egalitarian
society on earth. Among them those who led this struggle was Thomas Müntzer.
http://www.newadvent.org/ the Catholic Encyclopedia describes the social situation of the period
thus: “….the restive peasants, victims of oppression and poverty, after futile and sporadic
uprisings, lapsed into stifled but sullen and resentful malcontents; the unredressed wrongs of the
burghers and labourers in the populous cities clamoured for a change, and the victims were
prepared to adopt any method to shake off disabilities daily becoming more irksome; the increasing
expense of living, the decreasing economic advancement, goaded the impecunious knights to
desperation, their very lives since 1495 being nothing more than a struggle for existence……”
WAR OF PEASANTS
Reformation was an uprising against the long sustained religious hierarchy of Papacy and Rome.
This brought about a development of freedom movement even within the feudal lords. The new
inspiration of freedom found its expression among the peasantry of Germany. The revolt originated
in opposition to the heavy burdens of taxes and duties on the German serfs, who had no legal
rights and no opportunity to improve their lot.. Inspired by changes brought by the Reformation,
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peasants in western and southern Germany invoked divine law to demand agrarian rights and
freedom from oppression by nobles and landlords. Many were inspired by Martin Luther's
challenge to the authority of the Church to challenge the secular powers as well. Empowered in
their religious views, and pressed by crop failures that threatened starvation, they saw an
opportunity to overthrow the feudal system, in which they were bound to the estates of the nobles
and forced to give up the produce of the fields in which they worked.
Martin Luther have loosed the whirlwind, even opened the gates of Hell.
The peasants met on 15 and 20 March 1525 in Memmingen and, after some additional deliberation,
adopted the Twelve Articles and the Federal Order (Bundesordnung). Their banner, the
Bundschuh, or a laced boot, served as the emblem of their agreement. These Twelve Articles were
printed over 25,000 times in the next two months, and quickly spread throughout Germany.

The Demands
The Flag
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12 Articles of the Peasant Revolt of 1525
The Peasants appealed to Scripture to justify their revolt, and vowed that they
would withdraw their demands if they were proved to be contrary to the word of God.
They demanded:
1. The right to choose and depose their own pastors
2. That the grain tithe be used for the remuneration of the pastor and relief of the
poor, in as much as it is commanded in Scripture, and that that tithe on cattle, an
invention of man, be withdrawn.
3. Release from serfdom, inasmuch as men a.re free as Christians.
4. The privilege of hunting and fishing on those lands that do not rightfully belong to
overlords.
5. Communal ownership of forests so that poor people may gather firewood and
have access to lumber.
6. Relief from excessive services demanded of peasants.
7. Payment for services not previously agreed upon by the lords and peasants.
8. Redress of excessive rents so that peasants may reap a retum from their labors.
9. Judgment according to the old laws, not according to laws recently imposed.
10. The return of communal meadows and fields to the community, with
reimbursement to those who may have purchased such lands.
l1. The abolition of the Todfall or death tax (heriot) which places unwarranted
burden on widows and orphans.
12. The right in the future to present or withdraw demands in accordance with the
Scriptures.

The Twelve Demands are supposed to have been drawn up, with all the Biblical phraseology and
references at the small imperial town of Memmngen, in March, 1525, and they are from the pen of
the Swiss pastor, Schappeler, who is known to have been present at the conference at
Memmingen, and who was one of the most prominent advocates of the peasant cause in south
Germany. The above is only a summary.
(https://libcom.org/library/peasant-war-germany-belfort-bax)
They were supported by some and objected by others within the church hierarchy. One of their
leaders was Thomas Muunzer a pastor, a dreamer and a prophet. Munzer believed that the Bible is
the story of God’s revelation in history and how God interacted through prophets to whom he
revealed his plan and purposes to action. He taught that God continues to reveal and direct his
elect through visions and dreams and other revelations to lead his people on earth. The bible is
only the past history and his elect should be guided at present by his prophets. Thus it was in
direct conflict with the Sola Scriptora (Bible alone) principle as propounded by Martin Luther. H
claimed that he was the prophet Daniel and he has direct revelation and guidance from God
leading to the establishment of the Kingdom of God in the model of the Apostolic Communes where
everything was common.
Act 2: 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their
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possessions and goods, they shared with anyone who was in need. 46With one accord they
continued to meet daily in the temple courts and to break bread from house to house, sharing their
meals with gladness and sincerity of heart,…
Acts 4: 32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common.
33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as
many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold
35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
He was a speaker of fire and brimstone of coming of the new age of these egalitarian world with
emphasis on signs and wonders confirming his words.
Omnia sunt communia,
‘All property should be held in common’ and should be distributed to each according to his needs,
as the occasion required. Any prince, count, or lord who did not want to do this, after first being
warned about it, should be beheaded or hanged.
Revelation and Revolution: Basic Writings of Thomas Müntzer (1993)

The people will be free and God alone will be their Lord.
Letter to the Princes as cited in The German Peasants' War and Anabaptist Community of Goods, p. 109

The stinking puddle from which usury, thievery and robbery arises is our lords and princes. They
make all creatures their property—the fish in the water, the birds in the air, the plant in the earth
must all be theirs. Then they proclaim God's commandments among the poor and say, "You shall
not steal." They oppress everyone, the poor peasant, the craftsman are skinned and scraped.
Letter to the Princes, as cited in Transforming Faith Communities: A Comparative Study of Radical Christianity, p. 173

A German Church Office, composed in order
to raise the treacherous cover under which
the light of the world was concealed, and
which now shines forth with these hymns and
godly psalms to instruct and build up
Christianity in accordance with God's
unalterable will and bring about the downfall
of the lavish mimicry of the Godless.

This was a complete and fully translated
liturgy, one that Müntzer had been developing
since at least Easter of 1523. He then went
on to develop the German Evangelical
Communion Liturgy in 1524.
”It can no longer be tolerated, we ascribe some power to the Latin words, as if they were magical
spells, and let the poor people go out of the church more ignorant than when they came in... That is
why I have translated the psalms into a German style and form, rather according to their meaning
than the actual words, but still adhering to the steadfast teaching of the holy spirit.”
German Church Liturgy developed
by Muntzer (1523)
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The Statue of Paster Muntzer in Muhlhausen
who led the revolt.

The German Peasant Revolt areas

The Rebellion of Peasants and This rebellion lasted from 1524 to 1525 in German-speaking
domains of the Holy Roman Empire.
Weapons of the peasants
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The peasants turns violent

Peasants torturing monks who tried to sell
indulgence during the peasant war. (Niklaus
Manuel)
Revolts that broke out in Swabia, Franconia, and Thuringia in 1524 and gained support among
peasants and some disaffected nobles.
Frustrated by lack of favorable response and sympathy the struggle as usual turned into squabbles
and later into all out fight. We cannot call it war since the peasants never had any weapons of war.
Gaining momentum and a new leader in Thomas Muunzer, the revolts turned into an all-out “war’,
Initially, Luther seemed to many to support the peasants, condemning the oppressive practices of
the nobility that had incited many of the peasants.
Swabian League had its own army whose commander was Georg Truchsess. He took advantage
of the lack of unity and division among uprisers and bring to the end the uprising in Swabia.
Relatively easy his army put down the uprisings in other areas. Peasants’ army was losing one
battle after another. On 29 April 1525, the peasant grumbling and protests in and around
Frankenhausen culminated into an open revolt. Large parts of the citizenry joined the uprising.
more peasants of the surrounding estates camped on the fields and pastures: the final strength of
the peasant and town force is unclear, but estimated at 8,000–10,000. The Princes’ troops included
close to 6,000 mercenaries, the Landsknecht. As such they were well equipped, well trained and
had good morale.
They were also experienced. The peasants, on the other hand, had poor, if any, equipment, and
except for those 300 fighters who had arrived with Müntzer, many had neither experience nor
training. The peasants were caught off guard and fled in panic to the town, followed and
continuously attacked by the mercenaries. Most of the insurgents were slain in what turned out to
be a massacre. Casualty figures are unreliable but peasant losses have been estimated at
3,000–10,000.
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Thomas Müntzer (1489 – 1525) was a radical German preacher and theologian of the early
Reformation whose opposition to both Luther and the Roman Catholic Church led to his open
defiance of late-feudal authority in central Germany. Müntzer was foremost amongst those
reformers who took issue with Luther’s compromises with feudal authority. He became a leader of
the German peasant and plebeian uprising —commonly known as the German Peasants' War— of
1525, was captured after the battle of Frankenhausen, and was tortured and executed

Müntzer, a former Roman Catholic priest who became Lutheran soon after the Reformation began
in 1517. In 1520, he ended up in Zwickau and there met Niklas Storch, a weaver with apocalyptic
expectations of Christ’s imminent return filled with all visions, signs and wonders associated with
the imminent return of Jesus to establish his egalitarian system. The visions were very contagious
and Müntzer soon became one of them
“Muntzer was a propheta obsessed by eschatological phantasies which he attempted to translate into reality by
exploiting social discontent.” Norman Cohn
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In May 1525 Luther published his An Admonition to Peace:
REPLY TO THE TWELVE ARTICLES OF THE PEASANTS IN SWABIA
Here are extracts from the letter which gives the stand of Martin Luther:
He accepts that the demands are true.
He advises them to deal with it justly.
He advises the peasants that they as Christians should suffer the injustice.
It is against the law of God to oppose the authority of Lords since it will destroy the social system.
He proposes the theory of two Kingdoms: The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of thie world which are distinct and Christians
should not meddle with the laws of this world in terms of the laws of the other world.
“The peasants who have now banded together in Swabia have put their intolerable grievances against the rulers into
twelve articles, and undertaken to support them with certain passages of Scripture, and have published them in printed
form. The thing about them that pleases me best is that, in the twelfth article, they offer to accept instruction gladly and
willingly, if there is need or necessity for it, and are willing to be corrected, in so far as that can be done by clear, plain,
undeniable passages of Scripture, since it is right and proper that no one’s conscience should be instructed or
corrected, except by divine Scripture. …….
TO THE PRINCES AND LORDS
We have no one on earth to thank for this mischievous rebellion, except you princes and lords; and especially you blind
bishops and mad priests and monks, whose hearts are hardened, even to the present day, and who do not cease to
rage and rave against the holy Gospel, although you know that it is true, and that you cannot refute it. Besides, in your
temporal government, you do nothing but flay and rob your subjects, in order that you may lead a life of splendor and
pride, until the poor common people can bear it no longer. The sword is at your throats, but you think yourselves so firm
in the saddle that no one can unhorse you. This false security and stubborn perversity will break your necks, as you will
discover. …..Well, then, since you are the cause of this wrath of God, it will undoubtedly come upon you, if you do not
mend your ways in time. The signs in heaven and the wonders on earth are meant for you, dear lords; they bode no
good for you, and no good will come to you. ……
To make your sin still greater, and ensure your merciless destruction, some of you are beginning to blame this affair on
the Gospel and say it is the fruit of my teaching. ….. But fear God and have respect for His wrath! If it be His will to
punish you as you have deserved (and I am afraid that it is), then He would punish you, even though the peasants were
a hundred times fewer than they are. He can make peasants out of stones and slay a hundred of you by one peasant,
so that all your armor and your strength will be too little. ….
The peasants have put forth twelve articles, some of which are so fair and just ……articles recite physical grievances,
such as Leibfall, imposts and the like; and they, too, are fair and just. …..
TO THE PEASANTS
In the first place, dear brethren, you bear the name of God and call yourselves a “Christian band” or union, and allege
that you want to live and act “according to the divine Law.” …..He is an almighty and terrible God.
In the second place, it is easy to prove that you are bearing God’s name in vain and putting it to shame; nor is it to be
doubted that you will, in the end, encounter all misfortune, unless God is untrue. For here stands God’s Word, and says
through the mouth of Christ, “He who takes the sword shall perish by the sword.” ….The fact that the rulers are
wicked and unjust does not excuse tumult and rebellion, for to punish wickedness does not belong to everybody, but to
the worldly rulers who bear the sword…. Deuteronomy 32:35, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.” …..If
your undertaking is to prosper, …….. confirmed by signs and wonders, which bids you do these things. Otherwise God
will not allow His Word and ordinance to be broken by your violence. ….
The devil has sent false prophets among you; beware of them!
Matthew 5:39, “Ye shall not resist evil, but if any one compels you to go one mile, go with him two miles, and if anyone
takes your cloak, let him have your coat, too; and if anyone smites you on one cheek, offer him the other also.” Do you
hear, “Christian assembly”? How does your undertaking agree with this law? …..
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Thus says Paul, too, in Romans 12:19, “Avenge not yourselves, dearly beloved, but give place to the wrath of God.”
Again, he praises the Corinthians, in 2 Corinthians 11:20, because they suffer it gladly if a man smite or rob them; and
in 1 Corinthians 6:1, he rebukes them because they went to law about property, and did not endure the wrong.
…...He stopped St. Peter, bade him put up his sword, and would not allow him to avenge or prevent this wrong. In
addition He passed a judgment of death upon him, as though upon a murderer, and said, “He that takes the sword shall
perish with the sword.”
More than that, He prayed for His persecutors and said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
For no matter how right you are, it is not for a Christian to appeal to law, or to fight, but rather to suffer wrong and
endure evil; and there is no other way ( 1 Corinthians 6:5).
ON THE THIRD ARTICLE “There shall be no serfs, for Christ has made all men free.” That is making Christian liberty
an utterly carnal thing. Did not Abraham and other patriarchs and prophets have slaves? Read what St. Paul teaches
about servants, who, at that time, were all slaves. Therefore this article is dead against the Gospel.
<<<<<

December 1521
Martin Luther:
An Earnest Exhortation for all Christians, Warning Them Against Insurrection and Rebellion
“Now it seems probable that there is danger of an insurrection, and that priests, monks, bishops,
and the entire spiritual estate may be murdered or driven into exile, unless they seriously and
thoroughly reform themselves. For the common man... is neither able nor willing to endure it longer,
and would indeed have good reason to lay about him with flails and cudgels, as the peasants are
threatening to do.”
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Luther told the peasants...
the rebels have no mandate from God to challenge their masters and, as Jesus had shown by his
rebuking of Peter who had drawn the sword in the Garden of Gethsemane, violence was never an
option for the Christian.
Vengeance and the rightings of wrongs belonged to God...
Luther went through their twelve demands.
The abolition of serfdom was fanciful nonsense;
equality under the Gospel does not translate into the removal of social grading.
Without class distinctions society would disintegrate into anarchy.
By the same token, the withholding of tithes would be an unwarranted attack on the economic
working of the prevailing system.
May 1525
Martin Luther:
An Admonition to Peace: A Reply to the Twelve Articles of the Peasants in Swabia
“To the Princes and Lords...
We have no one on earth to thank for this mischievous rebellion, except you princes and lords; and
especially you blind bishops and mad priests and monks... since you are the cause of this wrath of
God, it will undoubtedly come upon you, if you do not mend your ways in time. ... The peasants are
mustering, and this must result in the ruin, destruction, and desolation of Germany by cruel murder
and bloodshed, unless God shall be moved by our repentance to prevent it…
If these peasants do not do it for you, others will... I
t is not the peasants, dear lords, who are resisting you; it is God Himself. ...
To make your sin still greater, and ensure your merciless destruction, some of you are beginning to
blame this affair on the Gospel and say it is the fruit of my teaching...
You did not want to know what I taught, and what the Gospel is; now there is one at the door who
will soon teach you, unless you amend your ways.
Martin Luther:
Against the Murdering Thieving Hordes of Peasants (1525)
The pretences which they made in their twelve articles, under the name of the Gospel, were
nothing but lies.
It is the devil's work that they are at....
They have abundantly merited death in body and soul.
In the first place they have sworn to be true and faithful, submissive and obedient, to their rulers, as
Christ commands... Because they are breaking this obedience, and are setting themselves against
the higher powers, willfully and with violence, they have forfeited body and soul, as faithless,
perjured, lying, disobedient knaves and scoundrels are wont to do...
They are starting a rebellion, and violently robbing and plundering monasteries and castles which
are not theirs, by which they have a second time deserved death in body and soul, if only as
highwaymen and murderers ... if a man is an open rebel every man is his judge and executioner,
just as when a fire starts, the first to put it out is the best man.
For rebellion is not simple murder, but is like a great fire, which attacks and lays waste a whole land.
Thus rebellion brings with it a land full of murder and bloodshed, makes widows and orphans, and
turns everything upside down, like the greatest disaster. Therefore let everyone who can, smite,
slay, and stab, secretly or openly, remembering that nothing can be more poisonous, hurtful,
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or devilish than a rebel. It is just as when one must kill a mad dog; if you do not strike him,
he will strike you, and a whole land with you...
I will not oppose a ruler who, even though he does not tolerate the Gospel, will smite and punish
these peasants without offering to submit the case to judgment... If anyone thinks this too hard,
let him remember that rebellion is intolerable and that the destruction of the world is to be
expected every hour.

Thomas Müntzer shown on an East Germany bank note issued in 1975.

25 May 1525
Martin Luther, letter of Nicolaus von Amsdorf
My opinion is that it is better that all the peasants be killed than that the princes and magistrates
perish, because the rustics took the sword without divine authority. The only possible consequence
of their satanic wickedness would be the diabolic devastation of the kingdom of God. Even if the
princes abuse their power, yet they have it of God, and under their rule the kingdom of God at
least has a chance to exist. Wherefore no pity, no tolerance should be shown to the peasants,
but the fury and wrath of God should be visited upon those men who did not heed warning nor
yield when just terms were offered them, but continued with satanic fury to confound everything...
To justify, pity, or favor them is to deny, blaspheme, and try to pull God from heaven.
July 1525
Martin Luther, An Open Letter Against the Peasants
All my words were against the obdurate, hardened, blinded peasants, who would neither see nor
hear, as anyone may see who reads them; and yet you say that I advocate the slaughter of the
poor captured peasants without mercy.... On the obstinate, hardened, blinded peasants, let no
one have mercy.
They say... that the lords are misusing their sword and slaying too cruelly. I answer: What has that
to do with my book? Why lay others' guilt on me? If they are misusing their power, they have not
learned it from me; and they will have their reward ...
See, then, whether I was not right when I said, in my little book, that we ought to slay the rebels
without any mercy. I did not teach, however, that mercy ought not to be shown to the captives and
those who have surrendered.
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http://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/anabaptists/thomas-muentzer

Frankenhausen, Germany, May 15, 1525.
The slaughter lasted only minutes. One moment, the throng of several thousand armed peasants,
till now so often divided into rival factions, was united in singing an expectant prayer: “Veni, creator
Spiritus! – Come, Creator Spirit.”

The massacre at Weisenberg
The next, the air was suddenly heavy with smoke and screams under a barrage of cannon fire.
Many fled; many others were left groaning and limbless, gasping questions toward the sky. Blood
from the fallen seeped into the battlefield, now covered with the boot prints of the six thousand
mercenaries, or Landsknechte, fighting in the armies of Philip I of Hesse and Duke George of
Saxony. Better equipped than the disordered peasant army, they had massacred the enemy.
Thomas Müntzer had inflamed this rebel army with talk of prophetic warfare:
God promised that he would help the afflicted, and such a promise is valid for us. The princes are
truly tyrants.…God will not tolerate this any longer. He wants to annihilate them. Look at the sky.
See the sign of his grace, the rainbow! God is showing that he is supporting us, proclaiming the
defeat and destruction of our tyrannical enemies!
“Fight the fight of the Lord! It is high time!”
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Now their rainbow, which had appeared just before the battle began, had vanished. For days it had
brought the peasant armies hope: God’s signal to his elect ensuring that with prayers and pitchforks
they would soon sweep the threshing floor clean. The hour of vengeance was at hand, they
believed, and God’s judgment was on its way.
But God didn’t descend that day in Frankenhausen.
Only six of the princes’ army fell or were wounded, while peasant casualties numbered in the
thousands. Their shattered barricade, made of chains and farm wagons, along with makeshift
weapons, lay abandoned as surviving peasants fled, leaving their pure white banner trampled and
spattered with gore. Many who tried to escape were hunted down and executed on the spot.
Müntzer himself was soon captured, hiding in a farmhouse and still clutching his bag of writings,
giving him away as one of the leaders of the rebellion. At the hands of the conquering princes he
was detained, examined, and tortured. On May 27, humiliated and broken, he was beheaded.
Under torture prior to his execution, Müntzer called out, “Omnia sunt communia” (all things in
common), still envisioning a world with equal distribution according to each person’s need. His
vision became reality in the communal life of brotherhood that grew out of the Anabaptist
Reformation in 1527. The Hutterites and other Moravian Anabaptists shared everything in common
as outlined in Jesus’ teachings, not founding their life through violent defense but through
repentance and believer’s baptism. As summarized in Peter Riedemann’s Hutterite Confession of
Faith, “From each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.”
Müntzer’s example had made clear the terrible cost of promoting the kingdom of God through
violence, yet it was in these pacifist communities, in which brotherly and sisterly love was not just a
word but an economic and social reality, that the heart of his vision was realized.
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have during the rebellion,
slain all the peasants,
fit was I who ordered them to be struck dead.
All their blood is upon my head.
But I put it all on our Lord God:
for He commanded me to speak thus.”
(Tischreden; Erlanger Ed., Vol 59, p 284)
Martin declares that it was God who commanded him to order the masacre

Philip of Hesse’s army defeated the peasants at Frankenhausen,
killing 5,000.
Mühlhausen surrendered,
and
Müntzer was captured and executed.
By the end of 1525
Catholic and Lutheran forces defeated
most of the peasants in Germany
though rebellion continued a while in Austria.
About 100,000 peasants were killed
while clergy and nobles suffered losses
with princes gaining power.
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CHAPTER FIVE
LUTHER'S DOCTRINE OF THE TWO KINGDOMS
If we want to understand the strange stand of Luther on the issue of Peasant Revolution we need to
look into his Doctrine of the Two Kingdom.

All mankind is born of the First Adam
The children of Adam fall into two groups,
those who belong to the kingdom of God
and
those who belong to the kingdom of the world.
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Those who are born again in Christ the Second Adam form a subset of this mankind.
Though Adam sold himself to Satan and brought in evil into the Kingdom of this world, God is still in
control. God is God of both the worlds.
To the kingdom of God belong all who believe in Christ and live under Him, for Christ is King and
Lord in the kingdom of God.
"Behold, these need neither sword nor law. And if all the world were made up of true Christians,
there would be no need for ruler, king, lord, sword or law, for where would be the use of
them? The Holy Ghost which abideth in their hearts teacheth them and bringeth it to
pass that they do no wrong, but love all men. . . . And it may not be that the sword of
the world and the law of the world should ﬁnd labour to do among Christians."
Here the greatest is the one who serves most.
And Jesus serves everyone and gave himself up the salvation of the whole mankind, nay for the
whole cosmos.

To the Kingdom of this world belong to all those who are not in the Kingdom of God. Evil reigns
there with individual permission.
To control Evil God has placed a temporal authority of the rule of the law and of the sword.

God is in command in both worlds.
He meets us in both, though in different ways In the spiritual with the Gospel,
In the temporal with the Law.
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But His will is made manifest to us in both Law and Gospel.
Article 4 of the Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531):
"All Scripture ought to be distributed into these two principal topics, the Law and the promises. For in some places it
presents the Law, and in others the promise concerning Christ, namely, either when [in the Old Testament] it promises
that Christ will come, and offers, for His sake, the remission of sins, justification, and life eternal, or when, in the Gospel
[in the New Testament], Christ Himself, since He has appeared, promises the remission of sins, justification, and life
eternal.". The Formula of Concord likewise affirmed this distinction in Article V, where it states: "We believe, teach, and
confess that the distinction between the Law and the Gospel is to be maintained in the Church with great diligence..."
Martin Luther wrote: "Hence, whoever knows well this art of distinguishing between Law and Gospel, him place at the
head and call him a doctor of Holy Scripture."

The two kingdoms exist side by side,
both instituted directly by God for two different reasons.
His purpose
In the spiritual realm is to make men Christian and to hallow them in Christ,
and the instrument He uses to this end is only and always the Word, and the
preaching thereof, and the sacraments.
In the temporal realm His purpose is to sustain justice and peace in the world,
and His characteristic instrument here is power, the use of the sword.

Law and Grace, by Lucas Cranach the Elder, a Lutheran.
The left side of the tree illustrates law, while the right side illustrates grace
Both are ordained by God

Schleitheim Confession of 1527 declared: “The sword is an ordering of God outside the perfection
of Christ. It punishes and kills the wicked and guards and protects the good. In the law the sword is
established over the wicked for punishment and for death and the secular rulers are established to
wield the same.”
It also affirm that:
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“"but the weapons of Christians are spiritual, against the fortification of the devil. The worldly are
armed with steel and iron, but Christians are armed with the armour of God, with truth,
righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and with the Word of God."
The Formula of Concord distinguished three uses, or purposes, in the Law in Article VI. It states:
"The Law was given to men for three reasons ..."

1. that "thereby outward discipline might be maintained against wild, disobedient men [and that wild and
intractable men might be restrained, as though by certain bars]"

2. that "men thereby may be led to the knowledge of their sins"
3. that "after they are regenerate ... they might ... have a fixed rule according to which they are to regulate and
direct their whole life"
The three uses of the Law are:

1. Curb - Through fear of punishment, the Law keeps the sinful nature of both Christians and non-Christians
2.
3.

under check. This does not stop sin, since the sin is already committed when the heart desires to do what is
wrong, yet it does stop the open outbreak of sin that will do even further damage.
Mirror - The Law serves as a perfect reflection of what God created the human heart and life to be. It shows
anyone who compares his/her life to God's requirement for perfection that he/she is sinful.
Guide - This use of the law that applies only to Christians. The law becomes the believer's helper. Empowered
by the gospel truth of forgiveness and righteousness in Christ, the believer's new self eagerly desires to live to
please the Triune God.

Law: commands, demands, accuses, curbs, convicts, exposes, condemns, guides
Gospel: gives, forgives, justifies, redeems, saves, motivates, strengthens, encourages, comforts, assures
In both realms He uses men as His agents. "Servants of the Lord" is a name applying not only to
those who fill religious ofﬁces: rulers are also "servants of the Lord."

Each must be true to its Divine mission.
Through the Gospel God rules His spiritual kingdom, forgives sins, justiﬁes and sanctifies.
Through the Law God rules His worldly kingdom with power and the sword for justice and peace.
Any attempt to rule the world with the Gospel is a double error, carrying a double penalty.
"What would be the result of an attempt to rule the world by the Gospel and the abolition of
earthly law and force? It would be loosing savage beasts from their chains. The wicked, under
cover of the Christian name would make unjust use of their Gospel freedom."
And again. "To try to rule a country, or the world, by the Gospel would be like putting wolves, lions,
eagles ,and sheep all together in the fold and saying to them, ‘Now graze, and live a godly and
peaceful life together. The door is open, and there is pasture enough, and no watch dog you need
fear.‘ The sheep would keep the peace, sure enough, but they would not live long."
It would be false to try to rule Christians by the Law, persuading them that through their own deeds
and the workings of the Law they could win justification before God.
For that end God has ordained the Gospel and the forgiveness of sins.
And it would be equally false to try to rule the world with the Gospel, for to do that God has ordained
law, rulers, power and the sword.
On the one side, he opposes the Roman Catholic hierarchy, which in the name of the Gospel lays
claim to worldly power, and thereby imperils the Gospel.
81

MARTIN LUTHER: THE RELUCTANT REVOLUTIONARY
PROF. M. M. NINAN

But he is equally opposed to those whom he calls fanatics. They held that it is the Christian's task to
seek to rule society by the principles of the Sermon on the Mount, and that evil should not be
resisted, but all earthly law and power abolished.
It is contrary to the will of God to try to rule the world through the Gospel. God has ordained an
entirely different authority to rule the world. It is in accordance with His will that power and
the sword are used to that end, and the world is under the sway of that authority, and
not of the Gospel.
The Two Kingdoms and the "Autonomy" of Worldly Life
Since the power in the hands of an individual can be miused how can it be corrected?
Luther’s answer is
‘It is not the business of the spiritual ministry to bear the sword,
but it must demonstrate the Christian way of bearing it.’
In his "Commentary on the Sermon on the Mount," Luther remarks that :
"anyone who claims to be a Christian and a child of God, not only does not start war or unrest;
also he gives help and counsel on the side of peace wherever he can, even though there be a just
and adequate cause for going to war.”
Romans 13:1 - 2 - Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those
who do so will bring judgment on themselves.
1 Peter 2:13 - 14 - Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men:
whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who
do wrong and to commend those who do right.
Jesus calls us to love our enemies—that means we can’t take up arms against them.

The Church is betraying an essential part of its mission if it does not continually, exhort, warn, and
remind those in earthly authority of the Law of God to which they are subject.
It might be concluded that since the new age has come, we are to be freed from the old. But this is
not wholly true. He who has come to faith through Christ has not ceased to be a child of Adam; he
who has been justified through Christ has not ceased to live in this world of sin and death. .
“A Christian, is at the same time justified and still a sinner. This dualism arises from his allegiance
to ‘two kingdoms, God's and the world‘s. He not only owes allegiance to this world, his whole being
is ﬁrmly knit with it and into it.”
The relation in which the two ages stand to one another is not such that the new has supplanted the
old. The old lives on, and continues to exercise its authority over the Christian. He is a dweller in
two worlds, and St. Paul's words in Romans XII speak out directly to him, "Be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind."
The error of the fanatics is clear.
They do not take the present world with due seriousness. They seem to imagine that the kingdom
of God has come in the fullness of its majesty. The Gospel applicable to the new world they make
into a law applicable to the old. They do not face the reality of the old world, and thus they
falsify the Gospel.
But God has one order for this world and another for the new, and we may not confuse the two with
impunity.
It is equally clear where the secularists have gone astray.
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They live in this world as if it were the only one, as if there were no God. They take the view that
even if Christianity has anything to say about a future life, it has no relevance to the present.
In the midst of our present existence God lays His mandate upon us, and His mandate is unvarying.
In the final analysis, it is always a ministering love which He requires of us, whatever our station in
this life. In love and service the preacher of the Word must work for the salvation of men through
the Gospel.
In love and service the ruler must administer law and justice, defend the country against attack,
punish the offender. The strict enforcement of this latter might seem to be the antithesis of love but
for all that it is the work of God’s love which the ruler performs for the good of society. If, for the
sake of giving to his conduct the appearance of love, the ruler were to permit law and justice to be
trampled under foot, or to let his country be overrun by an invader, he would be false to the task
entrusted him by God: he would be false to love.
Any use of power for its own sake is serving the devil. Power is a deadly temptation to selﬁshness
and vainglory, and for that reason
"He who would be a Christian ruler must put away the thought that he would rule and be mighty.
For the mark of judgment is upon all life whose end is self-advancement, and upon all works which
are not done in love. And these are done in love when their end is not the desire or advantage or
honour or comfort of the doer, but the honour and advantage and good of others."
Luther himself did not permit any war. He did not support the doctrine of Just War. Later
Lutheran theologians did propose that to allow military services.
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Thus true to his theological understanding of the scripture, which alone for him is the ultimate
authority, he advised the Lords, and prices to settle the issues of the peasants which they did not
do. Yet the peasants were not expected to start a war - even a just war. The rebellion against
the lords demanded the law and the sword on the peasants. So Luther advised them to kill them
all without mercy, even if the peasants were Christians. The Anabaptists turned total pacifists after
the German Peasant war as a result of the total failure. 100,000 were killed with practically not
loss to the Lords.

“There are two kingdoms, one the kingdom of God, the other the kingdom of the world.
I have written this so often that I am surprised that there is anyone who does not know
it or remember it.
Anyone who knows how to distinguish rightly between these
two kingdoms will certainly not be offended by my little book, and he will also properly
understand the passages about mercy. God’s kingdom is a kingdom of grace and
mercy, not of wrath and punishment. In it there is only forgiveness, consideration for
one another, love, service, the doing of good, peace, joy, etc. But the kingdom of the
world is a kingdom of wrath and severity. In it there is only punishment, repression,
judgment, and condemnation to restrain the wicked and protect the good.
For
this reason it has the sword, and Scripture calls a prince or lord “God’s wrath,” or
“God’s rod” (Isaiah 14 :5–6).
The Scripture passages which speak of mercy apply to the kingdom of God and to
Christians, not to the kingdom of the world, for it is a Christian’s duty not only to be
merciful, but also to endure every kind of suffering—robbery, arson, murder, devil,
and hell. It goes without saying that he is not to strike, kill, or take revenge on anyone.
But the kingdom of the world, which is nothing else than the servant of God’s wrath
upon the wicked and is a real precursor of hell and everlasting death, should not be
merciful, but strict, severe, and wrathful in fulfilling its work and duty. Its tool is not a
wreath of roses or a flower of love, but a naked sword; and a sword is a symbol of
wrath, severity, and punishment. It is turned only against the wicked, to hold them in
check and keep them at peace, and to protect and save the righteous [Rom. 13:3–4].
Therefore God decrees, in the law of Moses and in Exodus 22 [21:14] where he
institutes the sword, “You shall take the murderer from my altar, and not have mercy
on him.” And the Epistle to the Hebrews [10:28] acknowledges that he who violates
the law must die without mercy. This shows that in the exercise of their office, worldly
rulers cannot and ought not be merciful—though out of grace, they may take a day off
from their office.
Now he who would confuse these two kingdoms—as our false fanatics do—would put
wrath into God’s kingdom and mercy into the world’s kingdom; and that is the same
as putting the devil in heaven and God in hell. These sympathizers with the peasants
would like to do both of these things. First they wanted to go to work with the sword,
fight for the gospel as “Christian brethren,”
and kill other people, who were
supposed to be merciful and patient. Now that the kingdom of the world has
overcome them, they want to have mercy in it; that is to say, they are unwilling to
endure the worldly kingdom, but will not grant God’s kingdom to anyone. Can you
imagine anything more perverse? Not so, dear friends! If one has deserved wrath in
the kingdom of the world, let him submit, and either take his punishment, or humbly
sue for pardon. Those who are in God’s kingdom ought to have mercy on everyone
and pray for everyone, and yet not hinder the kingdom of the world in the
maintenance of its laws and the performance of its duty; rather they should assist it
[LW 46:69-70].
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After a few months Luther decided to write a formal explanation, in an open letter to Caspar Muller,
entitled “An Open Letter on the Harsh Book Against the Peasants.” This gives the summary of his
theological reason:

It is the duty of a Christian
to "suffer injustice,
not to seize the sword and take to violence".
Hence:
“A rebel is not worth rational arguments,
for he does not accept them.
You have to answer people like that with a fist,
until the sweat drips off their noses”.

Throughout later history, this was quoted everywhere in the world to oppose any attempt on the
part of the exploited and down trodden to find release and get justice.

In memory of the Punnapra Vayalar Worker’s uprising in 1947 which was in an exact replication of the German Peasant
uprising, stopped by a masacre by the State Forces.
They were trying to establish an egalitarian society.
I was a teen ager at that time and my family was involved in it.
I remember them sealing my father’s Printing Press so that we wont print palmlets for the revolutionaries.

I have heard Luther’s argument repeated over and over again during this period.
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CHAPTER SIX
THE DOCTRINE OF SUPERCESSIONISM
AND
ANTI-SEMITICISM
Luthers anti-semiticism has always been a pain within reformation. But it certainly arose from the
existing interpretation of Paul known as supercessionism or the replacement theology. The word
supersessionism comes from the English verb to supersede, from the Latin verb sedeo, sedere,
sedi, sessum, "to sit", plus super, "upon". It thus signifies one thing being replaced or supplanted by
another. Replacement theology holds to the idea that Israel’s covenantal status with God was
revoked and given instead to the Christian church. Israel is no longer the elect of God and hence
ceases to have any special priviledges that are normaly claimed by the jews as a nation including
the land of Canaan. The destruction of the temple was the final statement of the fact.
Following Paul, most of the early church fathers like Justin Martyr, Hippolytus, Tertullian, and
Augustine affirmed it it was Luther who became the strongest virulant advocate of this thesis
•
•
•

•

•

Justin Martyr (about 100 to 165): "For the true spiritual Israel ... are we who have been led to God through this
crucified Christ."
Hippolytus of Rome (martyred 13 August 235): "[The Jews] have been darkened in the eyes of your soul with a
darkness utter and everlasting."
Tertullian (c. 155 – c. 240 AD): “Who else, therefore, are understood but we, who, fully taught by the new law,
observe these practices,—the old law being obliterated, the coming of whose abolition the action itself
demonstrates ... Therefore, as we have shown above that the coming cessation of the old law and of the carnal
circumcision was declared, so, too, the observance of the new law and the spiritual circumcision has shone out
into the voluntary observances of peace.”
Augustine (354–430) : "The Jews ... are thus by their own Scriptures a testimony to us that we have not forged the
prophecies about Christ." The Catholic church built its system of eschatology on his theology, where Christ rules the
earth spiritually through his triumphant church. Augustine mentioned to "love" the Jews but as a means to convert
them to Christianity.
St. Ambrose (340-397) of Milan, defined Jews as a special subset of those damned to hell, calling them "Witness
People": "Not by bodily death, shall the ungodly race of carnal Jews perish (..) 'Scatter them abroad, take away their
strength. And bring them down O Lord".

In 1523, Luther accused Catholics of being unfair to Jews and treating them “as if they were dogs,”
thus making it difficult for Jews to convert. “I would request and advise that one deal gently with
them [the Jews], … If we really want to help them, we must be guided in our dealings with them not
by papal law but by the law of Christian love. We must receive them cordially, and permit them to
trade and work with us, hear our Christian teaching, and witness our Christian life. If some of them
should prove stiff-necked, what of it? After all, we ourselves are not all good Christians either.”
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But by 1543 he changed his mind and became a strong opponent the Jewish people even
proposing Hitler’s later actions.
Two views on the role of election of Israel and Christianity

A:

Grafted into Israel or Expansion theology

In this concept Israel remains as the elect of God to bring in the
final redemption of mankind. When they refused to accept
their Messiah as the means of redemption and rejected Him,
the Gentiles were grafted into the scheme. This formed the
part of the elect who carried on the redemption program.
Christians were only grafted into a vine whose roots were firmly
planted in Jewish soil.
Paul believed Christians were fortunate to be adopted into the
family of believers in God -- and that only through the grace of Jesus Christ, who himself was a
Jew.
God, while initiating his new covenant towards Israel in the person and work of Jesus Christ, is also
expanding the house of Israel unto the uttermost parts of the earth, by bringing Gentiles into the
fold. This view is clearly taught throughout the Old and New Testament.
Ephesians 2-3 states that the Gentiles are “fellow-heirs” and “citizens” of “the same body” as the
Jewish followers of Yeshua. Gentiles were at one time alienated from the citizenship of Israel,
from the covenants, and from Christ. But now God is taking two peoples, Jews and Gentiles, and
making one body of people out of them. “In John 10:16 Jesus asserts the same “I have other
sheep, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”
When the Fulfillment of Israel comes, the vast majority of Israel will come to believe in Jesus.
Through believing in Jesus, they will move back over the green line into the place of blessing. This
is what Paul meant by being grafted back into the olive tree (Romans 11:22-24). The church and
Israel will become one, in Jesus.
(http://kingwatch.co.nz/Times_Seasons/calling_of_the_jews.htm)
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B: Supersessionism or Replacement Theology
Supersessionism (also called replacement theology or fulfillment theology) is a Christian
theological view on the current status of Jews and Judaism. Supersessionism designates the belief
that the Christian Church has replaced the Israelites as God’s chosen people and that the Mosaic
covenant has been replaced or superseded by the New Covenant.
Thus Jews ceased to be the elect and has been rejected by God and replaced with Christian
Church. The King and the Kingdom now belongs to the True Church.
Pope Benedict XVI’s claim that the origins of Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism are nearly coeval
by correctly noting that “Christianity is a complete re-reading and repossession” rather than “a
direct descendant and continuation” of Second Temple Judaism (515 BCE–70 CE) and, more
distantly, the Hebrew Bible. Refer Galatians 6:16, Ephesians 2:11-22, Philippians 3:2-3, and 1
Peter 2:9-10.
>>>>>>>>
FROM A.D. 70 TO A.D 135 – HOW THE CHURCH BECAME DIVORCED FROM ITS HEBRAIC ROOTS
BY YA’ACOV N’TAN LAWRENCE OF HOSHANA RABBAH MESSIANIC CONGREGATION
—In AD 70 the Romans returned to Israel under Roman general Titus, took Jerusalem, destroyed the city
and Temple and killed hundreds of thousands of Jews.
—AD 73: For three years the Romans continued mopping up operations against the Jewish rebels which terminated in
the fall of Masada, the Zealots’ last stronghold against the Romans.
Move from Jerusalem to Pella: For the Messianics, Pella, located 60 miles NE of Jerusalem, became an important
center for Messianic activities replacing Jerusalem. The failure of the Messianic community at this time to support the
nationalistic movement against Rome did not endear them to the general Jewish population. In the face of national
crisis such aloofness and lack of patriotism branded the Messianics with a stigma of disloyalty and treason.
Furthermore, the geographical removal of Messianics from Jerusalem and its Temple affected the growing schism
between traditional Jews and Messianics by loosening their close religious connection to Judaism, the strongest
potential unifying force the Jewish people had. At the same time, Messianics used the fall of Jerusalem against
traditional Jews in the Synagogue pointing to this as proof of YHWH’s displeasure and judgment against the traditional
Jews for
rejecting Yeshua the Messiah. The First Jewish Revolt marked a turning point in the history of Judaism.
The early Messianic congregation up to AD 70 was a daughter of Judaism, but only after the Revolt did they leave the
nest.
—Meanwhile, after the First Jewish Revolt, the Temple system along with the Zealot, Sadducee and Essene sects
ceased to exist. Only the Pharisaic system survived having transplanted to Yavneh, a city west of Jerusalem. There the
foundations of modem rabbinic Judaism were laid with a religious reformulation on a spiritual rather than a territorial
basis. At Yavneh, the Jewish leaders took a religious stand against the Messianic “heretics” further widening the
breach between traditional and Messianic Jews. Accusations ﬂew back and forth between these to camps.
—As the Gospel was preached and more and more Gentiles converted to Messianism and the balance of power and
inﬂuence within the early church began to shift away from the Jewish to the Gentile side. By the early part of the second
century the Messianic movement was primarily composed of non-Jews who lived in other areas beside Jerusalem such
as Antioch and Rome.
—AD 132-135: The Second Jewish Revolt. At this time a popular Jewish figure named Simon Bar Kokhba led another
revolt against the Romans. Some of the leading Jewish religious ﬁgures of the day declared Bar Kokhba to be the
Messiah. After several years of ﬁghting, the Romans defeated the Jews, expelled them from Jerusalem (but apparently
allowed Christians who would renounce all Jewishness to enter the city) levelled the city renamed it Aelia Capitalina
and Judea was renamed Palestine after the Philistines, the ancient Israelite enemies.
The AD 135 revolt was the ﬁnal breaking point between the traditional Jews and the
Messianics who had but one Messiah—Yeshua of Nazareth. To accept Bar Kokhba
was an outright denial of the Messiahship of Yeshua and was totally unacceptable.

<<<<<<<<<
>>>>>>>>>>>>
Has the Church Replaced Israel?
(Michael J. Vlach: Has the Church Replaced Israel: A Theological Evaluation).

”All Israel will be saved”
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seven positive declarations are offered as support for a future salvation and restoration of national
Israel:
(1) the Bible explicitly teaches the restoration of the national Israel;
(2) the Bible explicitly promises the perpetuity of the nation Israel;
(3) the NT reaffirms a future restoration for the nation Israel;
(4); the NT reaffirms that the OT promises and covenants to Israel are still the possession of Israel;
(5) New Testament prophecy affirms a future for Israel;
(6) the NT maintains a distinction between Israel and the church;
(7) the doctrine of election is proof that God has a future for Israel.
Three factors which led to the acceptance of supersessionism in the early church:
(1) the increasing Gentile composition of the early church,
(2) the church’s perception of the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 and 135,
(3) a hermeneutical approach that allowed the church to appropriate Israel’s promises to itself.
During the patristic era the church adopted a moderate view of supersessionism . The church
believed that the nation Israel had been rejected by God because of its disobedience and rejection
of Christ”
Vlach discusses the five primary arguments used to support supersessionism
These are:
(1) national Israel has been permanently rejected as the people of God (Matt. 21:43);
(2) application of OT language to the church shows that the church is now identified as the new
Israel (Gal. 6:16; Rom. 9:6; 2:28-29; 1 Pet. 2:9-10; Gal. 3:7, 29); (3) unity of Jews and Gentiles
rules out a future role or function for national Israel (Eph. 2:11-22; Rom. 11:17-24);
(4) the church’s relationship to the new covenant indicates that the church alone inherits the OT
covenants originally promised to national Israel (Heb. 8:8-13);
(5) New Testament silence on the restoration of Israel is proof that Israel will not be restored as a
nation. Vlach examines the hermeneutic of n ational Israel’s permanent rejection, the
supersessionist’s interpretation that unity between Jews and Gentiles means the church is new
Israel, the claim that the new covenant is fulfilled with the church, and the assertion that the New
Testament’s silence about a national restoration of Israel is proof for supersessionism
Dispensationalism
Dispensationalism affirms that salvation is only through faith in Christ, and that Jews fall short of
obtaining the kingdom of the promised Messiah, unless they are converted to Christianity. Since all
Israel will be saved, there will be a future mass conversion which will result in the restoration
of the nation Israel and the Millennium - the rule of Jesus on earth will follow.
Hebrews 8-9 are theologically more controversial than the rest of Hebrews because it appears the
writer of Hebrews says the Jewish people have been replaced by the Church. The New Covenant
has replaced the Old just as Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is superior to the old sacrifice in the
Temple. As such, chapters 8 and 9 have been used to teach that the Jewish people are no longer
God’s people and the church replaces them completely. This would therefore imply that any
promises made to Israel in the Hebrew Bible are either cancelled or to be reinterpreted as applying
to the Church.
Islamic supersessionism
In this connection we should be aware that the third Abraham religion - Islam - claims that they
superceded the Jews and the Christianity since the Christianity fell into Polytheism and Idol worship.
Mohamed is the last prophet even superceding Prophet Isa (Jesus).
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This is the stand that Martin Luther took is obvious. See the quotes from Martin Luther
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>
Punitive Supercessionism.
God did sent their King and Mesiah to the Jews
who not only rejected their Mesiah but helped to
crucify him. Hence they are condemned by God
and no longer have the promises of the covenants
given to them by God Martin Luther is probably the
most famous supercessionist.
Martin Luther - "The Jews & Their Lies"
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/martin-luther-quot-the-jewsand-their...
He did not call them Abraham's children, but a "brood of vipers" [Matt. 3:7].
Oh, that was too insulting for the noble blood and race of Israel, and they declared,
"He has a demon' [Matt 11:18].
Our Lord also calls them a "brood of vipers";
furthermore in John 8 [:39,44] he states: "If you were Abraham's children ye would do
what Abraham did.... You are of your father the devil.” I
t was intolerable to them to hear that they were not Abraham's but the devil's children,
nor can they bear to hear this today.
***
Therefore the blind Jews are truly stupid fools...
***
Now just behold these miserable, blind, and senseless people ... their blindness and
arrogance are as solid as an iron mountain.
***
Learn from this, dear Christian, what you are doing if you permit the blind Jews to mislead
you. Then the saying will truly apply, "When a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall
into the pit" [cf. Luke 6:39]. You cannot learn anything from them except how to misunderstand the divine
commandments...
***
Therefore be on your guard against the Jews, knowing that wherever they have their synagogues, nothing is found but
a den of devils in which sheer self glory, conceit, lies, blasphemy, and defaming of God and men are practiced most
maliciously and veheming his eyes on them.
***
Moreover, they are nothing but thieves and robbers who daily eat no morsel and wear no thread of clothing which they
have not stolen and pilfered from us by means of their accursed usury. Thus they live from day to day, together with
wife and child, by theft and robbery, as arch thieves and robbers, in the most impenitent security.
***
However, they have not acquired a perfect mastery of the art of lying; they lie so clumsily and ineptly that anyone who is
just a little observant can easily detect it. But for us Christians they stand as a terrifying example of God's wrath.
***
If I had to refute all the other articles of the Jewish faith, I should be obliged to write against them as much and for as
long a time as they have used for inventing their lies that is, longer than two thousand years.
***
...Christ and his word can hardly be recognized because of the great vermin of human ordinances. However, let this
suffice for the time being on their lies against doctrine or faith.
***
Alas, it cannot be anything but the terrible wrath of God which permits anyone to sink into such abysmal, devilish,
hellish, insane baseness, envy, and arrogance. If I were to avenge myself on the devil himself I should be unable to
wish him such evil and misfortune as God's wrath inflicts on the Jews, compelling them to lie and to blaspheme so
monstrously, in violation of their own conscience. Anyway, they have their reward for constantly giving God the lie.
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***
No, one should toss out these lazy rogues by the seat of their pants.
***
...but then eject them forever from this country. For, as we have heard, God's anger with them is so intense that gentle
mercy will only tend to make them worse and worse, while sharp mercy will reform them but little. Therefore, in any
case, away with them!
***
Over and above that we let them get rich on our sweat and blood, while we remain poor and they suck the marrow from
our bones.
***
I brief, dear princes and lords, those of you who have Jews under your rule if my counsel does not please your, find
better advice, so that you and we all can be rid of the unbearable, devilish burden of the Jews, lest we become guilty
sharers before God in the lies, blasphemy, the defamation, and the curses which the mad Jews indulge in so freely and
wantonly against the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, this dear mother, all Christians, all authority, and ourselves. Do
not grant them
protection, safe conduct, or communion with us.... .With this faithful counsel and warning I wish to cleanse and
exonerate my conscience.
***
What shall we Christians do with this rejected and condemned people, the Jews?
Since they live among us, we dare not tolerate their conduct, now that we are aware of their lying and reviling and
blaspheming. If we do, we become sharers in their lies, cursing and blasphemy. Thus we cannot extinguish the
unquenchable fire of divine wrath, of which the prophets speak, nor can we convert the Jews. With prayer and the fear
of God we must practice a sharp mercy to see whether we might save at least a few from the glowing flames. We dare
not avenge ourselves. Vengeance a thousand times worse than we could wish them already has them by the throat. I
shall give you my sincere advice:
First to set fire to their synagogues or schools and to bury and cover with dirt whatever will not burn, so that
no man will ever again see a stone or cinder of them.
This is to be done in honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so that God might see that we are Christians, and do not
condone or knowingly tolerate such public lying, cursing, and blaspheming of his Son and of his Christians. For
whatever we tolerated in the past unknowingly and I myself was unaware of it will be pardoned by God. But if we, now
that we are informed, were to protect and shield such a house for the Jews, existing right before our very nose, in which
they lie about, blaspheme, curse, vilify, and defame Christ and us (as was heard above), it would be the same as if we
were doing all this and even worse ourselves, as we very well know.

Second, I advise that their houses also be razed and destroyed. For they pursue in
them the same aims as in their synagogues. Instead they might be lodged under a roof or in a barn, like the gypsies.
This will bring home to them that they are not masters in our country, as they boast, but that they are living in exile and
in captivity, as they incessantly wail and lament about us before God.

Third, I advise that all their prayer books and Talmudic writings, in which such idolatry, lies, cursing and
blasphemy are taught, be taken from them. (remainder omitted)

Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be forbidden to teach henceforth on pain of loss of life and limb. For they have
justly forfeited the right to such an office by holding the poor Jews captive with the saying of Moses (Deuteronomy 17
[:10 ff.]) in which he commands them to obey their teachers on penalty of death, although Moses clearly adds: "what
they teach you in accord with the law of the Lord." Those villains ignore that. They wantonly employ the poor people's
obedience contrary to the law of the Lord and infuse them with this poison, cursing, and blasphemy. In the same way
the pope also held us captive with the declaration in Matthew 16 {:18], "You are Peter," etc, inducing us to believe all
the lies and deceptions that issued from his devilish
mind. He did not teach in accord with the word of God, and therefore he forfeited the
right to teach.

Fifth, I advise that safeconduct on the highways be abolished completely for the
Jews. For they have no business in the countryside, since they are not lords, officials, tradesmen, or the like. Let they
stay at home. (...remainder omitted).
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Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to them, and that all cash and treasure of
silver and gold be taken from them and put aside for safekeeping. The reason for
such a measure is that, as said above, they have no other means of earning a livelihood than usury, and by it they have
stolen and robbed from us all they possess.
Such money should now be used in no other way than the following: Whenever a Jew is sincerely converted, he should
be handed one hundred, two hundred, or three hundred florins, as personal circumstances may suggest. With this he
could set himself up in some occupation for the support of his poor wife and children, and the maintenance of the old or
feeble. For such evil gains are cursed if they are not put to use with God's blessing in a good and worthy cause.

Seventh, I commend putting a flail, an ax, a hoe, a spade, a distaff, or a spindle into
the hands of young, strong Jews and Jewesses and letting them earn their bread in
the sweat of their brow, as was imposed on the children of Adam (Gen 3[:19]}. For it is not fitting that they should let
us accursed Goyim toil in the sweat of our faces while they, the holy people, idle away their time behind the stove,
feasting and farting, and on top of all, boasting blasphemously of their lordship over the Christians by means of our
sweat. No, one should toss out these lazy rogues by the seat of their pants.
***
But what will happen even if we do burn down the Jews' synagogues and forbid them publicly to praise God, to pray, to
teach, to utter God's name? They will still keep doing it in secret. If we know that they are doing this in secret, it is the
same as if they were doing it publicly. for our knowledge of their secret doings and our toleration of them implies that
they are not secret after all and thus our conscience is encumbered with it before God.
***
Accordingly, it must and dare not be considered a trifling matter but a most serious one to seek counsel against this
and to save our souls from the Jews, that is, from the devil and from eternal death. My advice, as I said earlier, is:

First, that their synagogues be burned down, and that all who are able toss in sulphur and pitch; it would be good if
someone could also throw in some hellfire. That would demonstrate to God our serious resolve and be evidence to all
the world that it was in ignorance that we tolerated such houses, in which the Jews have reviled God, our dear Creator
and Father, and his Son most shamefully up till now but that we have now given them their due reward.
***
I wish and I ask that our rulers who have Jewish subjects exercise a sharp mercy toward these wretched people, as
suggested above, to see whether this might not help (though it is doubtful). They must act like a good physician who,
when gangrene has set in, proceeds without mercy to cut, saw, and burn flesh, veins, bone, and marrow.
Such a procedure must also be followed in this instance. Burn down their synagogues, forbid all that I enumerated
earlier, force them to work, and deal harshly with them, as Moses did in the wilderness, slaying three thousand lest the
whole people perish. They surely do not know what they are doing; moreover, as people possessed, they do not wish
to know it, hear it, or learn it. There it would be wrong to be merciful and confirm them in their conduct. If this does not
help we must drive them out like mad dogs, so that we do not become partakers of their abominable blasphemy and all
their other vices and thus merit God's wrath and be damned with them. I have done my duty. Now let everyone see to
his. I am exonerated. "
***
My essay, I hope, will furnish a Christian (who in any case has no desire to become a Jew) with enough material not
only to defend himself against the blind, venomous Jews, but also to become the foe of the Jews' malice, lying, and
cursing, and to understand not only that their belief is false but that they are surely possessed by all devils. May Christ,
our dear Lord, convert them mercifully and preserve us steadfastly and immovably in the knowledge of him, which is
eternal life. Amen.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
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Vom Schem Hamphoras und vom Geschlecht Christi
(Of the Unknowable Name and the Generations of Christ)'
Luther also wrote the 125-page Vom Schem Hamphoras und vom Geschlecht Christi (Of the
Unknowable Name and the Generations of Christ)', in which he equated Jews with the Devil
The cover shows, youn Jews who are sucking a mother pig pudhing out baby
pig. Behind the mother pig stands a rabbi who is lifting up the right leg of the
mother pig.

Luther's work acquired the status of Scripture within Germany, and
he became the most widely read author of his generation, in part
because of the coarse and passionate nature of the writing
Even as late as On November 10, 1938, on Luther's birthday, the
synagogues were burning in Germany.
Hitler's Education Minister, Bernhard Rust, (was quoted by the
Völkischer Beobachter as saying that: )
"Since Martin Luther closed his eyes, no such son of our people
has appeared again. It has been decided that we shall be the first
to witness his reappearance ... I think the time is past when one
may not say the names of Hitler and Luther in the same breath.
They belong together; they are of the same old stamp [Schrot
und Korn]"
In his book The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, William L. Shirer wrote:
“It is difficult to understand the behavior of most German Protestants in the first Nazi
years unless one is aware of two things: their history and the influence of Martin
Luther.
The great founder of Protestantism was both
a passionate anti-Semite
and
a ferocious believer in absolute obedience to political authority.
He wanted Germany rid of the Jews.
Luther's advice was literally followed four centuries later
by Hitler, Goering and Himmler.”

Luther's hatred of the Jews is a sad and dishonorable
part of his legacy and the result of Punitive
Supercessionism.
It is revisiting us in the form of Islamic State terrorism.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
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Concept of Election
The whole theology is based on a wrong concept of what election is and what redemption is.
God did not elect some to be redeemed and others to be assigned to hell of torture and suffering in
hell. This was the result of the character of God and on the wrong theology of predestination and
on the possibility of free will. God created Adam as his son and all Adamic race are therefore his
children. The redemption refers to redemption of all creation to which God subjected under the
law of decay and death thus providing rest of his children till it is totally redeemed.
The election is to be his witness to the whole mankind. It is not a call for prosperity and wealth and
super living, but a call to die for brothers as opposed to what Cain did to Abel. Israel was called as
a Priest to the nations and to be a holy nation as example. It was conditional and does not in
anyway excluded other elections and other causes.
Exodus 19:5–6 ‘Now then,
if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples,
for all the earth is Mine;
and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”
When Israel refused to go out and preach and die, God elected others. Christians are probably
not the only ones. He will continue to work out his ways in building His Kingdom over all cosmos.

Modern attempt to find a reconciliation betwee the three Abrahamic faiths
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CHAPTER SEVEN
REFORMATION
WITHIN
ROMAN CATHOLICISM
STARTED BY MARTIN LUTHER
A.

Luther's Marian theology

Luther adhered to the Marian decrees of the ecumenical councils and dogmas of the church. He
held fast to the belief that
Immaculate conception of Mary. Mary was "free from all sin, original or personal".
Some three-hundred years before the dogmatization of the Immaculate Conception by Pope
Pius IX in 1854, Luther was a firm adherent of that view. Others maintain that Luther in later
years changed his position on the Immaculate Conception, which at that time was undefined in
the Church.

Mary was indeed Theotokos, the Mother of God.
”She became the Mother of God, in which work so many and such great good things are
bestowed on her as pass man's understanding. For on this there follows all honor, all
blessedness, and her unique place in the whole of mankind, among which she has no equal,
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namely, that she had a child by the Father in heaven, and such a Child.... Hence men have
crowded all her glory into a single word, calling her the Mother of God.... None can say of her
nor announce to her greater things, even though he had as many tongues as the earth
possesses flowers and blades of grass: the sky, stars; and the sea, grains of sand. It needs to
be pondered in the heart what it means to be the Mother of God."
Perpetual Virginity – Luther along with the Roman Catholich Church asserted that Mary remained
a virgin and had no further children. The doctrine is part of the teaching of Catholicism and
Anglo-Catholics, as well as Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy, as expressed in their liturgies, in which
they repeatedly refer to Mary as "ever virgin" ( aeiparthenos) . Later Protestants did not believe in
this doctrine. Lutherans still uphold it.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
(http://www.the-gospel-truth.info/perpetual-virginity-of-mary-disproved-by-the-bible/) gives the following scriptures
against this doctrine which Luther held
Mary had other sons apart from Jesus
“…And she brought forth her firstborn son…” Luke 2 v.7
The term “firstborn” implies that there was more to come. Otherwise it would surely say “her one and only son”. There were indeed
other sons and daughters which Mary had. These were the literal brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ:
“Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon,
and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?” Matthew
13:55-56
“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brethren.” Acts 1:14
So then – Jesus had brothers and sisters. If we read the word of God then at face value we can see the error in believing in the
“Perpectual virginity” of Mary.
Some argue that these passages refer to the cousins of Jesus or half siblings through another marriage of Joseph. These are flimsy
arguments and can readily be disproved beyond any shadow of a doubt.
“I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s children. For the zeal of thine house
hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.” Psalm 69:8-9
This Psalm is prophetic of Jesus. We know this because it is quoted as such in John 2:17 after Jesus overturned the tables of the
money changers in the temple we read:
“And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” John 2:17
The “me” then in Psalm 69:8-9 pointed to Jesus Christ. The one who would be alien to his “mothers children”.
Its absolutely clear then that his mother, Mary, had children.
A normal married life
Mary and Joseph lived a normal married life as husband and wife. We can see this clearly by looking at this verse:
“And (Joseph) knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.” Matthew
1:25
So after Jesus was born then Joseph did indeed know Mary his wife – proving that the Bible teaches that Mary was not a “perpetual”
virgin.
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Regarding the Assumption of Mary, he stated that the Bible did not say anything about it.
Important to him was the belief that Mary and the saints do live on after death.
Mediatrix – that Mary functions as a mediatrix between man and God.
Luther denied Mary’s power of intercession, as well as that of the saints in general, resorting to
many misinterpretations and combated, as extreme and pagan.
Every century this adoration of Mary led to its climax in 1996.
At a Mariological Congress held at Czestochowa in August 1996, a commission was established in response to a
request, by the Holy See, on the possibility of defining a new dogma of faith regarding Mary as Coredemptrix,
Mediatrix and Advocate. The response of the commission,
was unanimous and precise: it is not opportune to
abandon the path marked out by the Second Vatican Council and proceed to the definition of a new dogma. If it
was approved Mary would probably have been the fourth member of Godhead along with the Holy Trinity.

B. Purgatory

Roman Catholic teaching on Salvation

In 1518 Luther wrote: 'I am very certain that there is a purgatory'.
In the Leipzig debate of 1519 purgatory was discussed at length, Luther said he knew that there is
a purgatory. The dispute was about the nature of the institution rather than its existence. But
increasingly Luther could find no room for this doctrine in Scripture.
By November 7, 1519, he wrote to George Spalatin: 'It is certain that no one is a heretic who does
not believe that there is a purgatory,' although he had still professed to believe in its existence in
February of that year.
In 1520, he still holds to it.
But thereafter his language becomes different until he calls it a "fabrication of the devil".
Catholic theologians base their doctrine on the Apocryphal book 2 Maccabees 12:43-45: “For if
he were not expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, it would have been superfluous
and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he was looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for those
who fall asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore he made atonement for the
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dead, so that they might be delivered from their sin.”
Matthew 12:32. According to this passage those who speak against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven, “either in this age or in the age to come”. Gregory the Great (c. 540-604) maintained that
this passage alluded to purgatory because it suggested that some sins were “forgiven in the age to
come”.
The third passage is 1 Corinthians 3. In verse 13, Paul speaks about the fact that on the Day of
Judgment, the quality of each man’s work will be revealed. In verse 15, we read: “If it is burned up,
he will be saved, but only as one escaping through fire.” The fire here is claim to be referring to the
purgatorial fires.
The reference against it are:
•
•

Hebrews 9:27
Hebrews 9:18

Here is what Luther says on Purgatory:
“The existence of a purgatory I have never denied. I still hold that it exists, as I have written and admitted [Unterricht auf
etlich Artikel. WA 2, 70] many times, though I have found no way of proving it incontrovertibly from Scripture or reason.
I find in Scripture that Christ, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Job, David, Hezekiah, and some others tasted hell in this life.
This I think was purgatory, and it seems not beyond belief that some of the dead suffer in like manner. Tauler [c. 1300
to 1361, Dominican monk who, under the influence of his teacher Meister Eckhart, taught at Strassburg a deeply
mystical piety] has much to say about it, and, in short, I myself have come to the conclusion that there is a
purgatory, but I cannot force anybody else to come to the same result.
There is only one thing that I have criticized, namely, the way in which my opponents refer to purgatory passages in
Scripture which are so inapplicable that it is shameful. For example, they apply Ps. 66[:12], “We went through fire and
through water,” though the whole psalm sings of the sufferings of the saints, whom no one places in purgatory. And
they quote St. Paul in I Cor. 3[:13-15] when he says of the fire of the last day that it will test the good works, and by it
some will be saved because they keep the faith, though their work may suffer loss. They turn this fire also into a
purgatory, according to their custom of twisting Scripture and making it mean whatever they want.
And similarly they have arbitrarily dragged in the passage in Matt. 12[:32] in which Christ says, “Whoever speaks
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this world or in the world to come.” Christ means here
that he shall never be forgiven, as Mark 3[:29] explains, saying, “Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never
has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” To be sure, even St. Gregory [Gregory the Great, Dialogorum Libri, IV,
chap. 89. Migne 77, 396] interprets the passage in Matthew 12 to mean that some sins will be forgiven in the world to
come, but St. Mark does not permit such an interpretation, and he counts for more than all the doctors.
I have discussed all this in order to show that no one is bound to believe more than what is based on Scripture, and
those who do not believe in purgatory are not to be called heretics, if otherwise they accept Scripture in its entirety, as
the Greek church does. The gospel compels me to believe that St. Peter and St. James are saints, but at the same time
it is not necessary to believe that St. Peter is buried in Home [Rome] and St. James at Compostella [Santiago de
Compostella, a famous place of pilgrimage in Spain] and that their bodies are still there, for Scripture does not report it.
Again, there is no sin in holding that none of the saints whom the pope canonizes are saints, and no saint will be
offended, for, as a matter of fact, there are many saints in heaven of whom we know nothing, and certainly not that they
are saints, yet they are not offended, and do not consider us heretics because we do not know of them. The pope and
his partisans play this game only in order to fabricate many wild articles of faith and thus make it possible to silence and
suppress the true articles of the Scripture.
But their use of the passage in II Macc. 12[:43], which tells how Judas Maceabeus sent money to Jerusalem for prayers
to be offered for those who fell in battle, proves nothing, for that book is not among the books of Holy Scripture, and, as
St. Jerome says, it is not found in a Hebrew version, the language in which all the books of the Old Testament are
written. [Jerome, Preface to the Books of Samuel and Malachi. Migne 28, 600ff] In other respects, too, this book
deserves little authority, for it contradicts the first Book of Maccabees in its description of King Antiochus, and contains
many other fables which destroy its credibility. But even were the book authoritative, it would still be necessary in the
case of so important an article that at least one passage out of the chief books [of the Bible] should support it, in order
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that every word might be established through the mouth of two or three witnesses. It must give rise to suspicion that in
order to substantiate this doctrine no more than one passage could be discovered in the entire Bible; moreover this
passage is in the least important and most despised book. Especially since so much depends on this doctrine which is
so important that, indeed, the papacy and the whole hierarchy are all but built upon it, and derive all their wealth and
honor from it. Surely, the majority of the priests would starve to death if there were no purgatory. Well, they should not
offer such vague and feeble grounds for our faith!
Career of the Reformer II, Luther’s Works, Vol. 32

Purgatory, Luther argued, is not only unbiblical, but undermines the doctrine of salvation sola fide,
sola gratia, solo Christos. Luther wrote,
“Purgatory is the greatest falsehood because it is based on ungodliness and unbelief; for they deny
that faith saves, and they maintain that satisfaction for sins is the cause of salvation. Therefore he who
is in purgatory is in hell itself; for these are his thoughts: ‘I am a sinner and must render satisfaction for
my sins; therefore I shall make a will and shall bequeath a definite amount of money for building
churches and for buying prayers and sacrifices for the dead by the monks and priests.’ Such people
die in a faith in works and have no knowledge of Christ. Indeed, they hate Him. We die in faith in Christ,
who died for our sins and rendered satisfaction for us. He is my Bosom, my Paradise, my Comfort, and
my Hope.”
“Of purgatory there is no mention in Holy Scripture; it is a lie of the devil, in order that the papists may
have some market days and snares for catching money. . . We deny the existence of a purgatory and
of a limbo of the fathers in which they say that there is hope and a sure expectation of liberation. But
these are figments of some stupid and bungling sophist.”

C. Indulgences
There is indeed clear scriptural support on indulgence.
selling of the indulgence for money.

Only part Luther repudiated was the

Jesus sent out his Apostles saying “As the Father has sent Me, So I send you” Then he says:
“Receive the Holy Spirit”“If you forgive men’s sins, they are forgiven them”  “If you hold them
bound, they are held bound”
This power was given to the Apostles and Evangelists. 
This is interpreted by the Catholics as now represented by the Priests. Luther claimed that this
power is with all believers as he declared the Preisthood of all believers.
D. Communion,

Eucharistic Mass, Transubstantiation

Communion is a fellowship meal
The central act of Christian worship is a mystery embodied in a meal.
Luther’s early Eucharistic theology is present in The Blessed Sacrament of the Holy and True Body
of Christ. In this 1519 work, Luther states:
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“The significance or purpose of this sacrament is the fellowship of all saints, whence it derives its
common name synaxis or communio, that is, fellowship; and communicare means to take part in
this fellowship, or as we say, to go to the sacrament, because Christ and all saints are one spiritual
body, just as the inhabitants of a city are one community and body, each citizen being a member of
the other and a member of the entire city. This fellowship is of such a nature that all the spiritual
possessions of Christ and His saints are imparted and communicated to him who receives this
sacrament.”
(Martin Luther,1519 Treatise Concerning the Blessed Sacrament of the Holy and True Body of Christ (Princeton:
Princeton University Press))

“Therefore, it comes about that no one attains grace because he is absolved or baptized or
receives Communion or is anointed, but because he believes that he attains grace by being
absolved, baptized, receiving Communion, and being anointed in this way. It is not the sacrament
but faith in the sacrament that justifies. Likewise the well-known statement of St. Augustine: “it
justifies not because it is performed, but because it is believed.”
Martin Luther, Lectures on Titus, Philemon, and Hebrews (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1968), 172. This
work, published in 1520-1521, demonstrates a progression in Luther’s theology from that of his 1519 work on the
Blessed Sacrament..]

”

1849 Encylical of Pius IX and the concept of Mary being crowned Queen of Heaven and Earth.

The Rejection of Mass as a Sacrifice
This is because this has been done once and for all at the cross of Calvary. Eucharist involves a
sacrifice of praise and self-offering that unites the believer with the sacrifice of Christ. The
Sacrifice of Christ itself was a one-time event that is not “repeated” in the Eucharistic celebration.
According to theRoman Catholic New Saint Joseph Baltimore Catechism, vol 2, question 357, "The mass is the
sacrifice of the new law in which Christ, through the Ministry of the priest, offers himself to God in an unbloody manner
under the appearances of bread and wine. The mass is the sacrifice of Christ offered in a sacramental manner . . . the
reality is the same but the appearances differ."
Question 358 asks "What is a sacrifice?" The answer given is "A sacrifice is the offering of a victim by a priest to God
alone, and the destruction of it in some way to knowledge that he is the creator of all things." From the Baltimore
catechism we can conclude that the mass is the offering of Christ by a priest.
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Transubstantiation
Eucharist is more than a mere commemoration or symbol. While Catholics believe that the bread
and wine literally becomes the body and blood of Jesus - known as “trans-substantiation”
Lutherans also believe in co-substantiation that the bread and wine retain their outward
characteristics, but of the body and blood of Christ are present alongside the substance of the
bread and wine. Later Lutherans used the word Sacramental Union, where the Real Presence is
only as a sort of extension of the Incarnation, a precise presence pro nobis, a presence bringing
grace for the forgiveness of sins. Consequently, in the Eucharistic Sacrament, Christ unites his
Body with the bread and wine (doctrine of "consubstantiation"), thereby making his omnipresence
perceptible to us and salvific for us (doctrine of ubiquitarianism).
Therefore, considering the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist from the perspective of his two
natures, Luther maintained that after the consecration, the bread and wine retain their own
properties, but united with the Body and Blood of the Lord they constitute a true sacramental unity.
Christ's presence in the Sacrament is an abstraction. The bread and wine becomes for the believer
the body and blood of Jesus.
Thus, Luther categorically denied the ontological mutation of the species of the bread and
wine through "transubstantiation".
Luther, Calvin and Zwingli totally rejected the sacrificial character of Mass, the Roman
Canon, the so-called "Private Mass" and the application of Masses for the living and the
dead.
Alterations that Luther made to the Mass include:
•

•

Its translation in whole or in part into German (although he permitted most of the Mass to
remain in Latin depending on the scruples of a given congregation, he always spoke the
words of institution in German), and
The removal of the "long prayer of consecration that implied the mass reenacted the
sacrifice of Jesus." (Hendrix 128, 129; elsewhere in the biography Hendrix mentions Luther's
distaste for the canon of the mass, to which he is likely referring with "long prayer" here.
Clearly Luther retained the words of institution, albeit in German, but if I were to guess, he
would have at least done away with the preface, the oblation, the epiclesis, and the
intercessions [see anaphora]. Of course, if someone else knows more specifically what was
changed, that would be good to know.)
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D. Justification by faith alone as opposed to work
The official position of the Roman Catholic church is that man is not justified by faith alone, but
rather through works and faith together. This clearly contradicts the testimony of Scriptures such as
Romans 3:28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
Galatians 3:1-3 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ
was publicly portrayed {as} crucified? This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you
receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having
begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
The good works procedes from the justified as its fruit.
For the Lutheran tradition, the doctrine of salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ
alone is the material principle upon which all other teachings rest.
E. Clerical Celebacy
Martin Luther preached sermons praising marriage beginning in 1519. Ge wrote his first formal
treatise attacking the value of vows of celibacy and arguing that marriage was the best Christian life.
In 1525 he followed his words by deeds and married a nun who had fled her convent, Katharina von
Bora.
Luther continued to attack the celibate life of Catholic clergy and nuns and to celebrate marriage as
a godly estate throughout his career, in sermons, formal treatises, lectures, advice manuals, letters,
comments on legal cases, and casual conversation.
Sexual desire was inescapable for all but a handful, he argued, so should be channeled into
marriage. Vows of celibacy should be rendered void, and monasteries and convents should be
closed or much reduced in size.
He agreed with St. Augustine on the three purposes of marriage, in the same order of importance:
the procreation of children,
the avoidance of sin, and
mutual help and companionship.
Proper marital households were hierarchical, for the wife was and had to be the husband’s
helpmeet and subordinate.
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Topic

Protestantism

Catholicism

Authority

Final authority is God's word

Final authority is the Pope and Magisterium. Pope is infallible when
speaking "from the chair."

Clergy

Celibacy not required

Celibacy required

Communion

Symbol of Christ's sacrifice on the cross The elements (bread and wine) become, through the ritual and authority
of the priest, the actual body and blood of Jesus

Leadership

No Pope

Mary

Considered honorable and blessed
Mary is highly exalted. Assumption of Mary (CCC 966); "Advocate,
woman, deny assumption and mediatrix Helper, Mediatrix" (CCC 969); Queen over all things (CCC 966); "All
office of Mary
holy one" (CCC 2677); preserved from original sin (CCC 966); prayer is
offered to Mary (CCC 971); second only to Jesus (Vatican Council II, p.
421); she crushed the head of the serpent (Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis
Deus)

Purgatory

Denies existence of Purgatory

Purgatory is a place of purification after a person dies where he
achieves holiness so as to enter into the joy of heaven (CCC 1030).

Saints

All who are Christians are called saints

Saints are special individuals who do not have to pass through
purgatory and have been declared by the Roman Catholic Church to be
holy

Sacraments

Visible manifestation of God's work
through Baptism and Communion

A means of grace and its infusion into the Catholic. The RC seven
sacraments consist of Baptism, Confirmation, Communion, Confession,
Marriage, Holy Orders, Anointing of the Sick.

Salvation

By grace alone through faith alone in
Christ alone

Through baptism, keeping commandments (CCC 2068), penance, and
sacraments in the Catholic church.

Scripture

66 Books in the Bible, does not contain
the Apocrypha

73 Books in the Bible, containing the Apocrypha

Tradition

Tradition is subservient to Scripture

Tradition is equal to Scripture

Pope is final human authority
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