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CHAPTER ONE 

 
Mel-kiz'e-dek 

 

צדק-מלּכ  
 

 

Gen 14:18  And Mel-chiz'edek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most 

High.  

Gen 14:19  And he blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker of heaven and 

earth;  

Gen 14:20  and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!" And 

Abram gave him a tenth of everything.  

 

What is in a Name? 

 

Mel-kiz'e-dek,  (malki-tsedheq, "Tsedheq, or Tsidhiq is my king" or “King Righteous”) (Gen 14:18- . Psa 

110:4); Melchisedek (Heb 5:6, Heb 5:10; Heb 6:20; Heb 7:1, Heb 7:10-11, Heb 7:15, Heb 7:17)): The 

name is explained in Heb 7:2 as "king of righteousness."   
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Others propose that “Melchizedek” means “My god is Zedek.”   Zedek happens to be the name of 

another Canaanite/Phoenician deity worshipped at the time of Abram.  This person whose God is Zedek 

was also king of Salem, that is, king of peace.  

 

We can look upon the name in two ways 

 
 
1. Metaphorical  

 

The name “Melchizedek” may not be a proper name at all, but a metaphoric title. The word 

“Melchizedek” when translated means “Legitimate King,” “the Rightful King” or “Righteous King.”  

The word “Salem” translated, simply means “peace.”  

 

It may, therefore also be hypothesized that Melchizedek was not literally the king of the city of 

Jerusalem, but was metaphorically the “King of Peace,” a title like Isaiah’s “Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 

9.6)   Some have even suggested that since Melchizedek is called “The King of Peace,” Melchizedek 

was the “Father” of the “Prince of Peace.”   The very attempt of Heb 7 indicates that the names are 

allegorical and amenable to spiritual interpretation. 

 

These are however spiritualization of a historical figure. Paul is the only person in the Bible who does 

this type of interpretation.  Apparently this was a common practice among the Jewish Rabbinic 

hermeneutics.  However one should be very careful in pushing the analogies too far that it violates the 

historical significance and meaning.  Hebrew however does not push the matter beyond the implication 

of the meaning of the names. 

 
 
2.  Real Person 
 
 
Melchizedek however was a real historical person who met Abram in Gen 14.18 and he was indeed the 

King of the city of Salem – a real city.  Josephus, states that Salem was later renamed Jerusalem.   

Then Melchizedek reigned as the king of the 

city of Jerusalem during the days of Abram.   

 

Melchizedek was king of Salem (= 

Jerusalem) and "a priest unto ‘Most High God’.  The Most High God is a translation of the word El 

Elyon.  We will then have to see who this Most High God, El Elyon is. 

Melkizedek may or may not be a real name. 
It may be a title or it may be just a pseudo name. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
Abraham came from Ur, a city in Sumer west of the Euphrates. Abraham and his father were pagans. 

They worshipped Sumerian gods: "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors - 

Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor... served other gods." (Joshua 24:2)   For the first seventy-five 

years of his life Abraham worshipped "other gods": Sumerian gods. Then, God called him out of his 

family and out of his country.  

 

But then when he arrives in Canaan, he meets Melchizedek the Priest of the Most High God who called 

him out.  

 

Who was El?  

Ēl ( لإ ,לא or لإO ) is a Northwest Semitic word meaning "deity". 
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El depicted with two lions on the back of the handle of the Gebel el-Arak Knife 
 
El was the highest God of the Canaanite pantheon. For the Canaanites, El or Il was the supreme god, 

the father of mankind and all creatures. He is mentioned in numerous passages of the Ugaritic texts.  

The Ugaritic texts were written ca. 1400 BC. They were discovered in modern Syria. Abraham 

discovered God in Haran, Syria, and then moved to Canaan. 

 

The noun ēl was found at the top of a list of gods as the 

Ancient of gods or the Father of all gods, in the ruins of the 

royal archive of the Ebla civilization, in the archaeological site of Tell Mardikh in Syria dated to 2300 

BC. The bull was symbolic to El and his son Ba'al Hadad, and they both wore bull horns on their 

headdress. The word El comes from a root word meaning "might, strength, power" and 

probably derives from the Ugaritic term for god.  

 

 

The pictogram for the word El appears as a "strong Controller" or Sovereign and is represented by a 

bull head. The horns on this god, and others, denote power, and a representation of him is carved into 

a stone monument from Ras Shamra. 

There was no temple dedicated to Ēl.   

El was the highest God of the 
Canaanite pantheon; Father of all 
gods. 
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He may have been a desert god at some point, as the myths say that he had two wives and built a 

sanctuary with them and his new children in the desert. El had fathered many gods, but most important 

were Hadad, Yam, and Mot (Death). 

 
 

 

God El limestone statue from Ugarit, c. 1300 bc. 
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In the Ugaritic texts, the supreme god El (or Ilu) resides on the sacred mountain as king, and is 

portrayed as an old gray-haired, enthroned god. In art he is portrayed as an old male figure, sitting on a 

throne, wearing a crown, blessing with one hand and with the other holding a scepter.  

 

A Phoenician inscribed amulet of the 7th century BCE from Arslan Tash may refer to Ēl.  

 
The text is translated by Cross as follows (1973, p. 17): 

The Eternal One (‘Olam) has made a covenant oath with us, 

Asherah has made (a pact) with us. 

And all the sons of El, 

And the great council of all the Holy Ones. 

With oaths of Heaven and Ancient Earth. 

 

Thus  the primary meaning of the root word El is simply "god"  in its generic form and could well denote 

any god not necessarily YHVH.  This will explain the presence of the title El in Canannite religions.  

When used for God, El is always qualified by additional 

words.  We should remember that God is known to us only 

through our personal experience and we then call God in 

terms of the experience we have.  This is the only way we know God.  Thus God is expressed by us in 

terms of the characteristics we have realized and experienced. 

 
Thus we have  
 

• El Echad.   The One God (Mal. 2:10)  
• El Hanne'eman.  The Faithful God (Deut. 7:9);  
• El Emet.   The God of Truth (Ps. 31:5).  
• El Tsaddik. The Righteous God (Isa. 45:21);  
• El Shaddai.  The All Sufficient God. (Gen. 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; 43:14; 48:3; 49:25; Exod. 6:3; 

Num. 24:6; Ruth 1:20; Job;  Psa. 22:10; 68:15; 91:1; Ezek. 1:24; 10:5; 23:21 etc.).;  
• El Elyon. The Most High God. (Gen. 14:20; Ps. 9:2).;  
• El Olam. God Everlasting; The Everlasting God; (Gen. 21:33, Ps. 90:1-3, 93:2; Isa. 26:4).;  
• El Roi.  God Who Sees me (Gen. 16:13).; 
• El Yeshurun.  The God of the righteous (yashar) people (Deut. 32:15; 33:5,26; Isa. 44:2);  
• El Gibbor.  The Mighty God.(Isa. 9:6).;  
• El De'ot. The God of Knowledge (1 Sam. 2:3);  
• El Haggadol.  The Great God (Deut. 10:17);  
• El Hakkavod.  The God of Glory (Ps. 29:3);  
• El Hakkadosh.  . The Holy God (Isa. 5:16);  
• El Hashamayim. The God of the Heavens (Ps. 136:26).; 
•  El Chaiyai.  The God of my life (Ps. 42:8) 
• El Yisrael.  The God of Israel (Ps. 68:36 [H]). 

The primary meaning of the root 
word El is simply "god".  
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•  El Sali.  God of my Strength; God my Rock (Ps. 42:9).  
• El Erekh Apayim avi ha-tanchumim  The God of all patience and consolation (Romans 15:5).  
• El Rachum.  The God of Compassion; Compassionate God (Deut. 4:31).  
• El malei Rachamim God full of mercy; All merciful God; 
•  El Yeshuati.  The God of my Salvation (Isa. 12:2).  
• El Yeshuatenu.  The God of our Salvation (Psalm 68:19).  
• El-Kanno. The Jealous God (Exod. 20:5; 34:14; Num. 5:14, 30; Deut. 4:24; 5:9; 6:15; Jos. 

24:19; 1 Ki. 19:10, 14; Ezek. 39:25; Joel 2:18; Nah. 1:2; Zech. 1:14; 8:2).  
• Immanuel.  God is with us (Isa. 7:14).  
• El Hannora. The Awesome God (Neh. 9:32). 

 
 
The word "God" in the English versions of the Old Testament, in 213 instances is the translation of the 

Hebrew word "El."  God is called "El" fifty-six times in the book of Job.    

 

Jacob built an altar to God El: "There he erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel." (Genesis 33:20)  

"And God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob”. And he said, “Here am I.” 

And he said, “I am God El, the Gods (Elohim – plural for El) of your father."”(Genesis 46:2-3)  

Also see: Genesis 14:18-24; Psalm 57:2-3a; Psalm 78:35, 41-57; Psalm 46:4; Psalm 50:14-15; Psalm 

107:11-12; Deuteronomy 32:7-8; 2 Samuel 22:14; Lamentations 3:35, 38; Daniel 3:26; Daniel 4; Daniel 

5:18-21; Mark 5:7 (Luke 8:28) ; Luke 1:32; Luke 1:35; Acts 16:17-18  

It also allows YHVH to be granted the title El Elyon, illustrating the syncretic nature of the bible and 

the syncretic intent of the Persians in propagating it. El Elyon was the name used by the Phoenicians 

of their high gods. Phoenicians were also Hebrews—they too lived in Abarnahara (Palestine).  In an 

equal way, YHVH is called, by Abraham, El Shaddai (“Almighty”). In Psalms 91:1 El Elyon and El 

Shaddai are joined in poetic parallel to equate the two titles. 

 

This identification of El with YHVH is also seen in the story of Balaam in Num 23.   

 

Gen. 14:19, 22 identifies El Elyon as 'possessor' of all the earth. The RSV follows the LXX (Septuagint) 

and translates 'ektisen’ as ‘'who created.' – the creator of all the earth. This perspective clearly 

precludes El from being considered a nature deity (e.g. Baal), and stresses his total supremacy. Psalm 

78:35 (cf. Num. 24:16) follows this with El Elyon as the most exalted one.  It is translated as “Most High 

God”.  Translated in the Dravidian language it becomes Parameshwara or Maheswara which was the 

oldest  
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God of the Dravidians who was later identified as Siva. 

 
Zedek is the name of the planet Jupiter in Hebrew.  Jupiter is the God of Heaven (Zeus to the Greeks 

and Dyaus Pitar to the early Aryans).  The reading can then be rendered as “My king is the God of 

Heaven.”   

 

Then it becomes the translation of the Zoroastrian Persian god, Ahuramazda and the Hindu god 

Vishnu.   

 
 

 

 

Ajura Mazda (The Wise God) 

Ahura Mazda is described as the creator and upholder of Arta, he is a supporter and guardian of justice, 

and the friend of the just man. 

 
 

Vishnu, The Lord of the Heavens 
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Until Genesis 14, God had identified himself as 

“Elohim” He subsequently identified himself as 

“Almighty” in 17:1; 35:11; 43:14; and 48:3. God did 

not reveal Himself as YHWH until Exodus 3 when 

God appears to Moses in a personal way to the 

nation of Israel.  From the beginning of Genesis 

God is referred to as “the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob.” – a Personal God known to the Patriarchs by direct experience and defined a Tribal god of 

the twelve tribes of Israel.  As I have mentioned earlier, this is probably the only way we can know God.  

The twelve tribes of Israel knew God as Yahweh, in the covenant of Sinai when God appeared before 

the whole nation.  But then this was a tribal God – the God of Israel and in that process we often forget 

that God is the Father of all humanity.  Israel was indeed called out – elected and separated.. What 

about that election? Election for what?  There is the rub. 

 

“Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and keep 

my covenant, you shall be my own possession 

among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and 

you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation. These are the words which you shall speak 

to the children of Israel." (Exo 19:5-6)   Eventually 

however Israel lost site of this calling as Priests to 

the nations all over the world. 

 

In Numbers 24:13-16 God is referred to as God of all nations, Moses called God “Most High” in 

Deuteronomy 32:8.  It appears again 2 Samuel 22:14 when David referred to God after his capture of 

Jerusalem from the Jebusites in 5:7.  This was a turning point in the history of Israel when David 

realized that God is also known to other tribals.  

Thus David enlarged his narrow vision of a tribal 

God and a God known only to me to one of God of 

all nations – the father of Humanity and the creator 

of God.  This understanding is what is expressed 

in the story of Melchizedek who was not from any of the off shoot tribe of Abraham but belonged to the 

Adamic and Noahic base.  The city of Salem which had no connection with Israel and the home of 

Melchizedek turns out to be place where YHVH desired to make his temple, 

Until Genesis 14, God had identified 
himself as “Elohim” He subsequently 
identified himself as “Almighty” in 17:1; 
35:11; 43:14; and 48:3. God did not 
reveal Himself as YHWH until Exodus 3 
when God appears to Moses in a 
personal way to the nation of Israel 

“Now therefore, if you will obey my voice 
and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
own possession among all peoples; for 
all the earth is mine, and you shall be to 
me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. These are the words which you 
shall speak to the children of Israel." 
(Exo 19:5-6)    

Melchizedek is not of Post Abrahamic 
Covenant. 
He belong to the Adamic and Noahic 
Covenant of All Humanity 
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O and T Map showing the human population following the Noahic generation  following the migration of 
Ham, Shem and Japheth soon after the flood.  The whole mankind formed from the three 

 

 
 

Probable World Map with undrifted continents and Noahic dispersion 
Drifting of continents occurred at the time of Peleg. 



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 11 

 

 
 

Israel is the only  branch of Shem  who knew 

God as YHVH.  The rest of the world knew God 

as El Elyon. 

 

 

 

 

While YHVH belonged to Israel as a 
tribal God, God was the El Elyon – God 
Most High for the rest of the world. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 
 

 
 

SALEM 
 
Psalm 76.2 identifies Salem as Zion (c.f. Josephus, Flavius of c. 37 AD in  Antiquities of the Jews 

7.3.2History of the Jewish War 6..10.1); and all the Targums (Aramaic explanatory translations or 

paraphrasing of the Hebrew Scriptures.) render Salem as Jerusalem. So also does the Qumran Genesis 

Apocryphon (1Q 20 XXII found in Cave 1). Jerome noted that the Hebrews identified Salem as 

Jerusalem . 

 

Catholic Encyclopaedia gives the following details: 

 

“According to Jewish tradition (Josephus, "Antiq. Jud.", I, 10:1; Targum Onkelos, Genesis 14:18), 

Jerusalem was originally called Salem (Peace), and was the capital of King Melchisedech (Genesis 

14:18). This tradition is confirmed by the cuneiform tablets discovered in 1888 at Tell Amarna, in Egypt. 

Five of these letters, written at Jerusalem about the year 1400 B.C., inform us that the city was then 

called U-ru-sa-lim. It figures in Assyrian inscriptions under the name of Ur-sa-li-im-mu. According to the 

Assyrian syllabaries, uru and ur signify "city" (Hebrew ir). In several of the Tell Armana Tablets the word 

salim is used in the sense of "peace". Ursalim, therefore, means "City of Peace".  
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The Psalmist, too, connects Salem with Sion: "He hath his tabernacle in Salem, and his abode upon the 

mountain of Sion" [Psalm 75:3]. When the Israelites came into the Land of Promise, Jerusalem was in 

the power of the Jebusites, and bore the name of Jebus. The Hebrews, however, were not ignorant of 

its ancient name; they often called it Jerusalem (Joshua 10:1; Judges 19:10; 2 Samuel 5:6, etc.).  

 

In other passages of the Bible it is called Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 3:5; Jeremiah 26:18; Esther 2:6, etc.). 

The Septuagint. writes its name Ierousalem. Under the hellenizing influences which invaded Palestine, 

Salem became Solyma (Antiq. Jud., I, x, 2), and Jerusalem ta Ierosolyma (The Holy Solyma) (1 

Maccabees 1:14, 20; 2 Maccabees 1:10; Bell. Jud., VI, 10:etc.). The New Testament employs 

sometimes the Septuagint form and sometimes that of Macabees, which the Vulgate renders by 

Jerusalem and Jerosolyma. The Syriac Version gives Uris lem, a form more nearly approaching the 

Assyrian.  

 

When the Emperor Hadrian rebuilt the city, A.D. 136, he gave it the name of Ælia Capitolina. From the 

Mohammedan conquest of Palestine, in the seventh century, until our own times, the Arabs have called 

it El Quds, "The Holy" --the ir haq qodes, or "Holy City", of II Esd., xi, 18 (cf. Matthew 4:5, etc). Among 

all other people the name Jerusalem has continued in use until now.” 

 

 

Herbert Donner (The Mosaic Map of Madaba, Kampen 1992, 37-38) Ainon (from Semitic 'ayn "spring") 

is one of the traditional places where St. John the Baptist was said to have baptized; it is also 

mentioned by the pilgrim Etheria, ch. 15:1-6. It was situated in the vicinity of Salumias.  Salumias. Also 

mentioned as Sedima in Etheria, ch. 13:3-14:3. The village is probably identical with Hirbat Hisas ad-

Der near Tall ar-Ridgha (coord. 199-200) about 12 km south of Besan. It was one of the traditional 

places where the king and priest Melchizedek was said to have met Abraham according to Gen. 14:18-

20 (H. Donner, ZDPV 83, 1967, p. 20f.). 

Other possibilities that do not carry much evidence include the following: 
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There had been an ancient city Salim (Salem) near Nablus (LXX Gen.33.18; LXX Jer 48.5 Salem= 

Hebrew 41.5, where Salem was Shiloh; also Jub.30.1; Judith 4.4). This may be the Salim of John 3.23, 

near where John baptized.  

 

The Spanish Christian pilgrim Egeria (about 390CE) was shown a large village in the Jordan valley, said 

to have been the city of Melchizedek.  

 

This is what Josephus the historian of the first century has to say: 

"But he who first built it was a potent man among the Canaanites, and is in our own tongue 

called [Melchisedek], the Righteous King, for such he really was; on which account he was 

[there] the first priest of God, and first built a temple [there], and called the city Jerusalem, 

which was formerly called Salem." 

- Flavius Josephus, War of the Jews, Bk VI, Ch X, Sn 1 

 

In 1925 a German archaeologist managed to buy some Egyptian pottery of the 18th century BC on 

which appeared some texts written in the Greek language. Among the text was the name Ur Salem, 

which is generally accepted, though with little proof, to be the name of the city – Jerusalem. The name 

Maliki Sadik is also mentioned in connection with the city, for he was the priest of Ur Salem.  Maliki 

Sadik is certainly the person of Melchizedek. Malik simply means King. An additional mention of Ur 

Salem comes from the Tal Ammareneh in Egypt, where Ur Salem was used as a curse against 

uncooperative kings.  Ur is same as city or village which is the same word used in Tamil and other 

Dravidian languages. Archaeological studies indicate that the city is very ancient, having been 

established perhaps more than 2,000 years before it was captured from the Jebusites by King David 

around 1,000 B.C.   

 

Evidently Salem is in Mount Zion which is also known as Mount Moriah.  It was here Abraham was 

asked to sacrifice Isaac to show his absolute trust in El Elyon in Gen 22. 

 

Pseudo-Eupolemos, 2nd century BCE, says Abraham met Melchizedek near Mount Gerizim. The 

Samaritans identified the city of Salem with their sanctuary on Mount Gerizim (see LXX., Gen. xxxiii. 18; 

comp. Eusebius, "Præparatio Evangelica," ix. s7) and Beth-el lie North of Salem or Jerusalem. 
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A Midrashic explanation of the name relates it to the yir'eh (see) from the name Adonai-yir'eh ("The 

Lord sees", Vulgate Latin Dominus videt) given to Moriah by Abraham and the name Salem. Other 

midrashim emphasizes Jerusalem as "City of Peace",connected with Shalom. 

 

 

The Book of Genesis relates that Abraham built his first altar in Canaan here and that the name 

Bethel, given to Jacob's sacred stone, was then transferred to the town itself. At the time of the 

Judges it was a national shrine. It temporarily harbored the Ark of the Covenant. Bethel lost its 

preeminence as a Jewish shrine to Jerusalem; in 1 Kings, Jeroboam's attempt to establish 

Bethel as a rival religious capital failed. 

The Columbia Encyclopedia 

 

The tradition of "Jacob's Dream" is also identified with Mount Moriah.  There he put memorial stone and 

poured oil over it as an offering to El Elyon. (The Sivlinga of the Saivite is said to be the memorial stone 

carried into the Dravidian culture.) At the time of the arrival of the Israelites in Palestine it was known as 

Jebus   under the control of Jebusites.  The word simply means Hill country or the mountain region.  

Jebusites means Hill People.  They were ruled by Adonizedek (Joshua 10:1, 23) who probably was one 

of the descendants or predecessor of Melchizedek. This land was given to Abraham and his 

descendants by El because the Salemites were rejected by El.  (Genesis 15:21; Exodus 3:8, 17; 23:23, 

24; Deuteronomy 20:17; Exodus 33:9; 34:10, 11) They were defeated by Joshua, and their king was 

slain; but they were not entirely driven out of Jebus till the time of David.  Even when David took the Hill 

country, he respected the rights of the people of Jebus and their property rights.   Thus the Mount 

Moriah was owned by Araunah (who was using it as a threshing floor), the city's former Jebusite king 

from whom David bought it.  "So David paid Ornan [Auranah] for the site 600 shekels' worth of gold. And 

David built there an altar to the Lord and sacrificed burn offerings and offerings of well-being" (1 

Chronicles 21:25, 2 Samuel 24:18-25). 

(See http://jeru.huji.ac.il) 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

Easton's Bible Dictionary  

Jerusalem is called also Salem, Ariel, Jebus, the "city of God," the "holy city;" by the modern Arabs el-

Khuds, meaning "the holy;" once "the city of Judah" (2 Chr. 25:28). This name is in the original in the 

dual form, and means "possession of peace," or "foundation of peace." The dual form probably refers to 

the two mountains on which it was built, viz., Zion and Moriah; or, as some suppose, to the two parts of 

the city, the "upper" and the "lower city." Jerusalem is a "mountain city enthroned on a mountain 

fastness" (comp. Ps. 68:15, 16; 87:1; 125:2; 76:1, 2; 122:3). It stands on the edge of one of the highest 
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table-lands in Israel, and is surrounded on the south- eastern, the southern, and the western sides by 

deep and precipitous ravines. It is first mentioned in Scripture under the name Salem (Gen. 14:18; 

comp. Ps. 76:2). When first mentioned under the name Jerusalem, Adonizedek was its king (Josh. 

10:1). It is afterwards named among the cities of Benjamin (Judg. 19:10; 1 Chr. 11:4); but in the time of 

David it was divided between Benjamin and Judah. After the death of Joshua the city was taken and set 

on fire by the men of Judah (Judg. 1:1-8); but the Jebusites were not wholly driven out of it. The city is 

not again mentioned till we are told that David brought the head of Goliath thither (1 Sam. 17:54). David 

afterwards led his forces against the Jebusites still residing within its walls, and drove them out, fixing 

his own dwelling on Zion, which he called "the city of David" (2 Sam. 5:5-9; 1 Chr. 11:4-8). Here he built 

an altar to the Lord on the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam. 24:15-25), and thither he 

brought up the ark of the covenant and placed it in the new tabernacle which he had prepared for it. 

Jerusalem now became the capital of the kingdom. After the death of David, Solomon... 

http://www.bible-history.com/eastons/J/Jerusalem/ 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Names Of Jerusalem 

 Ur Salim (Ur Shalim): It means the city of peace or the city of Salim. It is the name given to the city by 
the early Canaanites.  This city was on a hill (Jebus) and the inhabitants were called Jebusites.   
  
Oshameem :   the name given  by the Egyptians. 
 
Hirosaleema : Name given by the Greek. 
 
Elia Capitolina : Name given by the Romans after its destruction and reconstruction. The name was 
often shortened to Elia 
  
Bayt Al-Maqdis: The Muslim Arabs today calls it thus in Arabic implying Holy (Al-Qud)  House (Bayt). 
  
Jerusalem : English  

Arabic CَDFِGَُأوُر Ūršalīm, Ūršalaym (Ūrušalīm, Ūrušalaym ) 

Biblical Hebrew םלשורי Yerushalaim probably "Heritage of Shalem" or "Heritage of the Complete" 

Aramaic ֶלםVְירּוְש Yərûšəlem 

Biblical Greek Ιερουσαλήµ Hierousalēm, Ierousalēm, Ιεροσόλυµα  
 
Hierosolyma, Ierosolyma 

Syriac   Ūrišlem 

Biblical Latin Hierosolyma  Ierusalem 



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 17 

Armenian ԵրուսաղեմԵրուսաղեմԵրուսաղեմԵրուսաղեմ / Erousałem 

Tiberian Hebrew ַלִםVָלִם / ְירּוָשVְירּוָש Yərûšāláim / Yərûšālāim 

Standard Hebrew ַלִיםVְירּוָש Yerushalayim 

Russian Иерусалим / Iyerusalim 

Lithuanian Jeruzalė / Yäruzal'eh 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jerusalem as the Axis mundi 

 

The axis mundi (also cosmic axis, world axis, world pillar, columna cerului, center of the world), 

in religion or mythology, is the world center and/or the connection between heaven and Earth. In fact 

Jerusalem was seen as a pillar connecting the Heavens, earth, and Hell.  Underneath is the axis to hell 

or the well of souls 

 

The cosmos is not just material realm.  It consists of other spheres of existence.  Jewish and Christian 

mysticism conceives at least four knowable dimensions which are, material, consciousness, mind and 

divine, each in turn contains several dimensions.  The idea of Axis Mundi  expresses a point of 

connection between earth  and other dimensions, Communication from lower realms may ascend to 

higher ones and blessings from higher realms may descend to lower ones and be disseminated to all. It 

is often compared to the navel of creation through which the creation is nourished and made alive.  

Some have suggested that the Temple Mount itself is the point of contact. In a prophecy about 

Jerusalem, Ezekiel (38:12) refers to the City as the "ὀµφαλὸν τῆς γῆς" - the omphalon, or centre of the 

earth. 
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Christocentric Universe with Center at Jerusalem 

Rev. Raymond A. Bucko, S.J. 

of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Creighton University. 
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“Jerusalem, Center of the World”, 

from: H. Buenting, Itinerarium Sacrae Scripturae, 1581 

 

 

 

Old world map showing Jerusalem as the center of the earth 

This city of Jerusalem I have set in the midst of nations,  with other countries round about her. (Ezekiel 

5:5) 

 

AFRICA 
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The world according to Snorri Sturluson (1178-1241) 
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Jerusalem is the Axis Mundi, the central axis of the whole universe  
– earths, heavens and hells -  

and acts as a gate to other realms  
– material, mental, spiritual and divine and all its multiple dimensions -   

of existences. 
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Kabballah representation of Cosmos as an upside down tree with branches at various levels with sub 

branches.with its roots in the unknown Divine Realm. 
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Structure of Cosmos according to the Secrets of Enoch 
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David and Jerusalem 

 

David ruled as Israel’s King for seven years at Hebron, then moved to establish his throne in Jerusalem. 

His reign continued there in Jerusalem for the next 32 years. The Urusalim was also called Ophel, and 

Zion which became the City of David 

 

Solomon’s Temple 

 

The first Temple was constructed by King Solomon over a period of about 12 years, with completion 

around 950 B.C. This Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar about 

587 B.C. The first Temple lasted about 360 years.  

 

Herod’s Temple 

 

The Temple was rebuilt by Herod the Great, and was in existence at the time of Jesus Christ. It was a 

continuation of earlier reconstruction work done by Jews who had been allowed to return by the 

Persians after the Babylonian Captivity. The second Temple was destroyed by the Roman Legions 

under Titus in 70 A.D Bible prophecy clearly indicates that one more Temple is going to be constructed 

in Jerusalem. 
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Dome of the Rock 

 

Dome of the Rock now stands on the site of the original Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. It is the third-

holiest in the Muslim world after the Ka'aba in Mecca and Prophet's Mosque in Medina. It stands above 

the rock from which Muhammad is believed to have ascended to heaven. The narrative of this ascent is 

recorded in all the major works of Hadith in some detail.  Mohamed is said to have ascended  through 

the seven heavens to the very presence of Allah from the Dome of Rock  

 

 

 

“Glory to (Allah) Who did take His servant for a Journey by night from the Sacred Mosque to the farthest 

Mosque, whose precincts We did bless,- in order that We might show him some of Our Signs: for He is 

the One Who heareth and seeth (all things).” 

—Qur'an, Sura 17 (Al-Isra) aya 
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Mohammed on Buraq "The Mi'raj" (Night Ride) from zombietime.com. 

In the twelfth year of his mission, the Prophet made his night journey from Mecca to Jerusalem, and 

thence to heaven. His journey, known in history as Miraj  (Ascension), was a real bodily one and not 

only a vision. It was at this time that Allah ordered the Muslims to pray the five daily prayers.  

 

”Almighty Allah has said: Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allah) above all that (evil) they associate with 

Him, Who took His slave Muhammad for a journey by night from  AlMasjid-al-Haram (at Makka) to the 

farthest mosque (in Jerusalem), the neighborhood whereof We have blessed, in order that We might 

show him (Muhammad) of 0ur Ayat (proofs, evidences, lessons, signs, etc.). Verily He is the  All-Hearer, 

the All-Seer." Surah 17: 1 
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The holy Prophet was first transported to the seat of the earlier revelations in Jerusalem, and was then 

taken up through the seven heavens, even to the Sublime Throne, and initiated into the spiritual 

mysteries of the human sourl strugglind in Space and Time.  He was taken to Jerusalem on a horse 

because Jerusalem was the Axis Mundi of all the higher realms of the Universe. 

 

The location of the Dome of the Rock was established as the site of the Islamic miracle of the Isra and 

Miraj by Caliph Omar ibn al Khattab, who was advised by his associate, Ka'ab al-Ahbar, a former 

Jewish rabbi who had converted to Islam, that Isra and Miraj took place at the site of the former Jewish 

Temples. The Dome of the Rock was erected between 689 and 691 CE. 

 

 

Rock of Moriah from Dome on which Abraham tried to sacrifice his son (Issac according to Bible 

and Ismail according to Islam) Genesis 22 
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In the latter days 

 

Isaiah 2:1-4 states: 

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days 

That the mountain of the Lord’s house 

Shall be established on the top of the mountains, 

And shall be exalted above the hills; 

And all nations shall flow to it. 

Many people shall come and say, 

“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

To the house of the God of Jacob; 

He will teach us His ways, 

And we shall walk in His paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
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And rebuke many people; 

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

And their spears into pruning hooks; 

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

Neither shall they learn war anymore.” 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

 
 
 

In around 2000 B. C. The five kings from the Jordan River Plain rebelled against Elam rule, during 

Chedorlaomer's thirteenth year of reign over them. Their rebellion caused a domino effect that pushed 

Chedorlaomer to campaign against at least seven other nearby tribes and cities. The five kings of the 

plain were: 

1. Bera king of Sodom 
2. Birsha king of Gomorrah 
3. Shinab king of Admah 
4. Shemeber king of Zeboyim 
5. the king of Bela (renamed Zoar when Sodom destroyed) 



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 31 

These cities were strategically important as they fall on the Trade route. 

 

Four kings of Mesopotamia 

In response to the uprising of several kings that Chedorlaomer ruled over, he ensured victory by calling 

together three other nations, to align with the Kingdom of Elam. These four aligned kings were: 

1. King Chedorlaomer, ruler of the Persian empire of Elam, to the East and commander of the 

alliance. 

2. King Amraphel, ruler of Shinar from the southern regions of Babylon. 

3. King Arioch, ruler of Ellasar, from Assur to the North. 

4. King Tidal, leader of the Hittites from the West.[2] 

Their leader was Chedorlaomer of Elam (v. 1).  



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 32 

 

 

 

Chedorlaomer's armies and allies plundered tribes and cities, for their provisions, who were en route to 

the revolting cities of the Jordan plain.  These included the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzims 

in Ham, the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim, the Horites in Mount Seir, the Elparan who dwell near the 

wilderness, the Amalekites in Kadesh at En-mishpat, the Amorites in Hazezontamar and  the 

Canaanites of the cities of the Jordan plain   
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Instead of advancing towards Hebron, Mamre, and Salem, they turned back south and fought the five 

kings (vv. 5-7). Chedorlaomer was again victorious. He took Abraham’s nephew, Lot, all his goods, all 

the goods and food of Sodom and Gomorrah and started back home (probably retracing the route east) 

(vv. 8-12). 

  

At that time Abraham (Abram) lived near Hebron which is located approximately midway between 

Salem and Sodom (vv. 13, 24). When Lot's uncle, Abram received news of what happened, he 

assembled a battle unit of three hundred and eighteen men who pursued the Elamite forces north of 

Damascus to Hobah. Abram and one of his divisions defeated Chedorlaomer. (Genesis 14:11–17) 

According to the King James Version, verse 17 is translated that Chedorlaomer was actually 

slaughtered. (Young's Literal Translation uses the term smiting.)   On his return journey, Abraham 

stopped just outside Salem.  There he was greeted by the new king of Sodom who was followed by 

Melchizedek, the king of Salem, priest of El Elyon. Melchizedek brought bread and wine to feed 

Abraham and his men 

 

This is usually portrayed in terms of the eucharist bread and wine. 
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But the context indicate that Melchizedek actually met Abraham and his fighting warriors of 318 who 

were worn out by the war and gave them food and drink to refresh them.  But then this is the wider 

context of Eucharist Communion. 

 

This is an act of thanking for saving his people from being destroyed. 

 
 

Melchizedek offering bread and wine to Abraham, Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore, in Rome 
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Abraham and Melchizedek, Verdun Altar, Bergun 1181  
by Nicholas of Verdun 

 

 

Then Melchizedek blessed Abraham (vv. 17-20). 

The Jebusites were a Canaanite people, descended from Ham (see Sons Of Noah) through Canaan.  

“Canaan became the father of Sidon his first-born, and Heth and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the 

Girgashites, the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. 
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Afterward the families of the Canaanites spread abroad. And the territory of the Canaanites extended 

from Sidon, in the direction of Gerar, as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 

and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha." (Genesis 10:15-19 RSV)  

 

Thus Jebusites were Hamites (Children of Ham) while Abraham was a Semite (Children of Shem)   

Evidently Jebusites and Abraham were cousins.  What make the bond strong is the presence of the 

living patriarch Shem at the time of Abraham.  We do not have any record of the life span of other sons 

Ham and Japheth.  We know that Noah himself was alive at the time of Abraham.  It is quite likely that 

all the three sons Shem, Ham and Japheth  were still living at the time when this occurred, Noah died 

when Abraham was around 40 years, so even Noah himself probably was alive then.  
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Abraham next honored Melchizedek by giving him a tenth of all the spoils of war that had been retaken 

from Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 21; Heb. 7:4).   He returned all the remaining portion back to the King of 

Sodom. 

 

The king of Sodom insisted that Abraham keep the rest of the spoils for himself and only return the 

persons who had been taken from his area of rule (v. 21). Abraham told the king of Sodom that he 

would not take any of the spoil (vv. 22-23).   
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CHAPTER FIVE 
PRIEST- KING  

 
 

 
This Priest King Sculpture was found in Mohenjodero Harappa of a Dravidian civilization of the pre 

Abrahamic era. 

Mohenjo-daro, DK 1909 

National Museum, Karachi, 50.852      Marshall 1931: 356-7, pl. XCVIII 

 
The Mohenjodaro-Harappa culture was located along the banks of the Indus River circa 3000-2500 

BCE. It is certain that they entertained the Priest-King concept.  Similar Priest-King concepts are found 

also in Sumeria.  At the city of Ur, mention of teak wood and Dacca muslin were found on some tablets, 

both of which were special products of India. Hence it can be safely assumed that these two ancient 

cultures were in contact with each other and probably shared the faith of the El Elyon – Parameshwara.   

In early ancient Sumerian history, the powerful priests were also the kings of the city-states.  

Gilgamesh is one of ancient Mesopotamia's most legendary historical figures. He was a heroical priest-

king from the Sumerian city-state of Uruk. 

 

“The Priest-King story of Melchizedek rests upon ancient Jerusalemic tradition (as Josephus, "B. J." vi. 

10, affirms; comp. Gunkel, "Genesis," 1901, p. 261), "Zedek" being an ancient name of Jerusalem 

(probably connected with the Phenician   "Zedek" = "Jupiter"; comp. Shab. 156a, b; Gen. R. xliii.; Pesi. 
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R. 20; see Baudissin, "Studien zur Semitischen Religionsgesch." 1876, i. 14-15). Hence "'ir ha-Zedek" 

(Isa. i. 21, 26), "neweh Zedek" (Jer. xxxi. 23, l. 7), "sha'are Zedek" (Ps. cxviii. 19). The city's first king, 

accordingly, was known either as "Adoni Zedek" (Josh. x. 1-- ; Judges i. 5-7, where "Adonizedek" is the 

correct reading) or as "Malkizedek."” 

  

Isidore Singer ,  Kaufmann Kohler  

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view_friendly.jsp?artid=383&letter=M 

According to Midr. Teh. to Ps. xxxvii., Abraham learned the practice of charity from Melchizedek.  Philo 

speaks of him as "the logos, the priest whose inheritance is the true God" ("De Allegoriis Legum," iii. 

26). Zechariah 6:9-14 also portrays this Messianic priest-king relationship without even using the name 

Melchizedek. Here Zechariah is told to crown the current high priest, Joshua, in a highly prophetic act, 

symbolizing the coming of Jesus who would ultimately fulfill both rolesThe turban was worn by the High 

Priest, the crown by the King.  

 

After the first covenant on Mount Zion at least these two offices were kept separate, the priests always 

coming from the family of Levi and Kings from the family of Judah.  

 

The third holy office of Prophet could come from any tribe including Levi and Judah.  There were priests 

who were also prophets (e.g. Ezekiel and Zechariah) and kings who were also prophet (e.g. David).  

The bible points to attempts by several Kings to act as Priests which were immediately punished.    King 

Uzziah tried he was immediately stricken with leprosy  (2 Chron. 26:16-21).  This is equivalent to 

separation of State and Religion in modern terms for the sake of both to be fair and just  

 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/ 

 

Encyclopedia 

Kohen Gadol or ha-Kohen ha-Gadol (Heb. לודג ןהכ "Great Priest") is the title of High Priest of early 

Israelite religion and of classical Judaism from the rise of the Israelite nation until the destruction of the 

Second Temple of Jerusalem. The high priests belonged to the Kohen group that traced its paternal line 

back to Aaron, the first Kohen Gadol and brother of Moses. 
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Biblical data 

 

Aaron, though he is but rarely called "the great priest," being generally simply designated as "ha-kohen" 

(the priest), was the first incumbent of the office, to which he was appointed by God (Book of Exodus). 

 

The succession was to be through one of his sons, and was to remain in his own family . If he had no 

son, the office devolved upon the brother next of age: such appears to have been the practise in the 

Hasmonean period. In the time of Eli, however , the office passed to the collateral branch of 

Ithamar (see Eleazar). But King Solomon is reported to have deposed the High Priest Abiathar, and to 

have appointed Zadok, a descendant of Eleazar, in his stead . 

 

After the Exile, the succession seems to have been, at first, in a direct line from father to son; but later 

the civil authorities arrogated to themselves the right of appointment. Antiochus IV Epiphanes for 

instance, deposed Onias III in favor of Jason, who was followed by Menelaus. 

 

Herod the Great nominated no less than six high priests; Archelaus, two. The Roman legate 

Quirinius and his successors exercised the right of appointment, as did Agrippa I, Herod of Chalcis, and 

Agrippa II. Even the people occasionally elected candidates to the office. The high priests before the 
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Exile were, it seems, appointed for life; in fact, from Aaron to the Captivity the number of the high priests 

was not greater than during the sixty years preceding the fall of the Second Temple. 

 

Age and qualifications 

 

The age of eligibility for the office is not fixed in the Law; but according to rabbinical tradition it was 

twenty. Aristobulus, however, was only seventeen when appointed by Herod; but the son of Onias III 

was too young (νηπιος) to succeed his father. 

 

Legitimacy of birth was essential; hence the care in the keeping of the genealogical records and the 

distrust of one whose mother had been captured in war. The high priest had to abstain from ritual 

defilement. He may marry only an Israelite maiden . In this restriction is extended to all 

kohanim (priests), an exception being made in favor of the widow of a priest (see Levirate marriage). He 

was not permitted to come in contact with the bodies of the dead, even of his closest relatives; and he 

was not permitted, as a sign of mourning, to leave his hair disheveled, to expose it, or to rend his 

garments . According to Josephus, birth on foreign soil was not a disqualification; but the 

disqualifications of et seq. applied to the high priest as well as to other priests. 

 

His vestments 

 

The Torah provides for specific vestments to be worn by the priests when they are ministering in the 

Tabernacle: "And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for dignity and for beauty" . 

These garments are described in detail in , and . The high priest wore eight holy garments (bigdei 

kodesh). Of these, four were of the same type worn by all priests, and four were unique to the Kohen 

Gadol. 

 

Those vestments which were common to all priests, were:  

• Michnasayim (breeches)—linen pants reaching from the waist to the knees "to cover their 

nakedness" 

• Ketonet (tunic)—made of pure linen, covering the entire body from the neck to the feet, with 

sleeves reaching to the wrists. That of the High Priest was embroidered ; those of the priests 

were plain . 

• Avnet (sash)—that of the High Priest was of fine linen with "embroidered work" in blue and 

purple and scarlet ; those worn by the priests were of white, twined linen. 
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• Mitznefet (turban)—that of the High Priest was much larger than that of the priests and wound 

so that it formed a broad, flat-topped turban; that for priests was wound so that it formed a cone-

shaped turban, called a migbahat. The tzitz, a golden plate inscribed with the words: "Holiness 

unto YHWH" was attached to the mitznefet. 

The vestments that were unique to the High Priest were:  

• Me'il ("Robe of the Ephod")—a sleeveless, blue robe, the lower hem of which was fringed with 

small golden bells alternating with pomegranate-shaped tassels in blue, purple, and scarlet - 

tekhelet, argaman, tolaat shani. 

• Ephod—a richly embroidered vest or apron with two onyx engraved gemstones on the 

shoulders, on which were engraved the names of the tribes of Israel 

• Hoshen (Breastplate)—with twelve gems, each engraved with the name of one of the tribes; a 

pouch in which he probably carried the Urim and Thummim. It was fastened to the Ephod 

• Tzitz (crown)—a gold plate inscribed with the words "Holy unto YHWH" which was attached to 

the front of the Mitznefet, so that it rested on his forehead 

The High Priest, like all priests, would minister barefoot when he was serving in the Temple. Like all of 

the priests, he had to immerse himself in the mikvah before vesting and wash his hands and his feet 

before performing any sacred act. The Talmud teaches that neither the kohanim nor the Kohen Gadol 

were fit to minister unless they wore their priestly vestments: "While they are clothed in the priestly 

garments, they are clothed in the priesthood; but when they are not wearing the garments, the 

priesthood is not upon them". It is further taught that just as the korbanot (sacrifices) facilitate an 

atonement for sin, so do the priestly garments. 

The High Priest had two sets of holy garments: the "Golden Garments" detailed above, and a set of 

white "Linen Garments" (bigdei ha-bad) which he wore only on Yom Kippur . On that day, he would 

change his holy garments four times, beginning in the Golden Garments but changing into the Linen 

Garments for the two moments when he would enter the Holy of Holies (the first time to offer the blood 

of atonement and the incense, and the second time to retrieve the censer), and then change back again 

into the Golden Garments after each time. 

He would immerse in the mikvah before each change of garments, washing his hands and his feet after 

removing the garments and again before putting the other set on. The Linen Garments were only four in 

number, those corresponding to the garments worn by all priests (breeches, tunic, sash and turban), but 
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made only of white linen, with no embroidery. They could be worn only once, new sets being made each 

year. 

 

 

Consecration 

 

The ceremonial of consecration, extending through an entire week , included certain rites which all 

priests were required to undergo: purification; the sacrifices; the "filling" of the hands; the smearing with 

blood. But Aaron the high priest was anointed with sacred oil, hence the title of the "anointed priest"; 

other passages have it that all priests were anointed . 

 

The first consecration was performed by Moses; the Bible does not state who consecrated subsequent 

high priests. states emphatically that every new high priest shall be anointed; and et seq. commands 
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that the official garments worn by his predecessor shall be worn by the new incumbent while he is 

anointed and during the seven days of his consecration (comp. ; ). 

Sanctity and functions 

 

The distinguished rank of the high priest is apparent from the fact that his sins are regarded as 

belonging also to the people (Lev. iv. 3, 22). He was entrusted with the stewardship of the Urim and 

Thummim (Num. xxvii. 20 et seq.). On Yom Kippur he alone entered the Holy of Holies, to make 

atonement for his house and for the people (Lev. xvi). He alone could offer the sacrifices for the sins of 

the priests, or of the people, or of himself (Lev. iv.); and only he could officiate at the sacrifices following 

his own or another priest's consecration (Lev. ix.). He also offered a meal- offering every morning and 

evening for himself and the whole body of the priesthood (Lev. vi. 14-15, though the wording of the law 

is not altogether definite). Other information concerning his functions is not given. Though other priests 

would serve only when it was their week on rotation and on feast days (and even then their function was 

decided by lot), he was privileged to take part at his own pleasure in any of the priestly rites at any time. 

Josephus contends that the high priest almost invariably participated in the ceremonies on Shabbat, the 

New Moon, and the festivals. This may also be inferred from the glowing description given in the Book 

of Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) i. of the high priest's appearance at the altar. 

 

In rabbinical literature 

 

The high priest is the chief of all the priests; he should be anointed and invested with the pontifical 

garments; but if the sacred oil is not obtainable, investiture with the additional garments (see Biblical 

Data, above) is regarded as sufficient. A high priest so invested is known as merubbeh begadim. This 

investiture consists of arraying him in the eight pieces of dress and in removing them again on eight 

successive days, though (the anointing and) the investiture on the first day suffices to qualify him for the 

functions of the office. The only distinction between the "anointed" and the "invested" high priest is that 

the former offers the bull for an unintentional transgression. 

 

His powers 

 

The Great Sanhedrin alone had the right to appoint, or confirm the appointment of, the high priest. His 

consecration might take place only in the day-time. Two high priests must not be appointed together. 

Every high priest had a "mishneh" (a second) called the Segan, or "memunneh", to stand at his right; 

another assistant was the "Catholicos" ("Yad," l.c. 16-17). The right of succession was in the direct, or, 
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the direct failing, the collateral, line, provided the conditions concerning physical fitness were fulfilled (ib. 

20; Ket. 103b; Sifra, Ḳedoshim). 

 

For offenses which entailed flagellation the high priest could be sentenced by a court of three; after 

submitting to the penalty he could resume his office ("Yad," l.c. 22). The high priest was expected to be 

superior to all other priests in physique, in wisdom, in dignity, and in material wealth; if he was poor his 

brother priests contributed to make him rich (Yoma 18a; "Yad," l.c. v. 1); but none of these conditions 

was indispensable. 

The high priest was required to be mindful of his honor. He might not mingle with the common people, 

nor permit himself to be seen disrobed, or in a public bath, etc.; but he might invite others to bathe with 

him (Tosef., Sanh. iv.; "Yad," l.c. v. 3). He might not participate in a public banquet, but he might pay a 

visit of consolation to mourners, though even then his dignity was guarded by prescribed etiquette 

(Sanh. 18-19; "Yad," l.c. v. 4). 

 

Restrictions 

 

The high priest might not follow the bier of one in his own family who had died, nor leave the Temple or 

his house during the time of mourning. The people visited him to offer consolation; in receiving them, 

the Segan was at his right, the next in rank and the people at his left. The people said: "We are thy 

atonement." He answered: "Be ye blessed from heaven" ("Yad," l.c. v. 5; and Mishneh Kesef, ad loc.). 

During the offering of consolation he sat on a stool, the people on the floor; he rent his garments, not 

from above, but from below, near the feet, the penalty for rending them from above being flagellation 

(Semag, Lawin, 61-62). He could not permit his hair to be disheveled, nor could he cut it ("Yad," l.c. v. 

6). He had one house attached to the Temple (Mid. 71b), and another in the city of Jerusalem. His 

honor required that he should spend most of his time in the Sanctuary ("Yad," l.c. v. 7). The high priest 

was subject to the jurisdiction of the courts, but if accused of a crime entailing capital punishment he 

was tried by the Great Sanhedrin; he could, however, refuse to give testimony (Sanh. 18). 

 

The high priest must be married, and "should only marry a virgin"; to guard against contingencies it was 

proposed to hold a second wife in readiness immediately before the Day of Atonement (Yoma i. 1); but 

polygamy on his part was not encouraged ( = "one wife"; Yoma 13a; "Yad," l.c. v. 10). He could give the 

"halizah," and it could be given to his widow, as she also was subject to the Levirate; his divorced wife 

could marry again (l.c.; Sanh. 18). When entering the Temple ("Hekal") he was supported to the curtain 

by three men (Tamid 67a; this may perhaps have reference to his entering the Holy of Holies; but see 

"Yad," l.c. v. 11, and the Mishneh Kesef ad loc.). He could take part in the service whenever he desired 
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("Yad," l.c. v. 12; Yoma i. 2; Tamid 67b; see Rashi ad loc.). On the Day of Atonement only he wore 

white garments, while on other occasions he wore his golden vestments (Yoma 60a; comp. 68b, ). The 

seven days preceding the Day of Atonement were devoted to preparing for his high function, 

precautions being taken to prevent any accident that might render him Levitically impure (Yoma i. 1 et 

seq.). The ceremonial for that day is described in detail in Mishnah Yoma (see also Haneberg, "Die 

Religiösen Alterthümer der Bibel," pp. 659–671, Munich, 1869). For other regulations concerning the 

high priest see "Yad," Biat ha-Miḳdash, ii. 1, 8; for details in regard to the vestments see "Yad," Kele ha-

Miḳdash, viii. 2-4, 5 (in reference to soiled vestments: the white could be worn only once); l.c. vii. 1 

("ẓiẓ"), vii. 3 ("me'il"), vii. 6 ("ḥoshen"), vii. 9 (ephod), ix. 

 

Josephus enumerates only fifty-two pontificates under the Second Temple, omitting the second 

appointments of Hyrcanus II., Hananeel, and Joazar. 

 

Post-Exilic conditions 

 

After the Babylonian Exile, Joshua appears vested with the prominence that P ascribes to the high 

priest (Zech. iii.; Hag. vi. 13). In Ezra and Nehemiah, again, but little consideration is shown for the high 

priest. The post-exilic high priests traced their pedigree back to Zadok, appointed as chief priest at 

Jerusalem by Solomon (I Kings ii. 35), and Zadok was held to be a descendant of Eleazar, the son of 

Aaron (II Chron. v. 34). Immediately after the return from the Captivity, as is clearly to be inferred from 

Zechariah and Haggai, political authority was not vested in the high priest. Political (Messianic) 

sovereignty was represented by, or attributed to, a member of the royal house, while religious affairs 

were reserved to the high-priesthood, represented in the Book of Zechariah by Joshua. But in the 

course of time, as the Messianic hope, or even the hope of autonomy under foreign (Persian, Greek, 

Egyptian,or Syrian) suzerainty became weaker, the high priest also became a political chief of the 

congregation, as much, perhaps, through the consideration shown him by the suzerain powers and their 

viceroys as through the effect of the increasingly thorough acceptance of the Levitical code by pious 

Judeans. In this connection the report (I Macc. vii. 14) that the rigorists received Alcimus, the high priest, 

with confidence because he was "a priest of the seed of Aaron" is significant. 

Political aspects 

 

Ecclus. (Sirach) l. is another evidence of the great reverence in which the high priest was held. The 

assumption of the princely authority by the Maccabean high priests (the Hasmoneans) was merely the 

final link in this development, which, beginning with the death of Zerubbabel, was to combine the two 

ideals, the politicoMessianic and the religio-Levitical, in one office. But after the brief heyday of national 
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independence had come to an inglorious close, the high-priesthood changed again in character, insofar 

as it ceased to be a hereditary and a life office. High priests were appointed and removed with great 

frequency (see above). This may account for the otherwise strange use of the title in the plural 

(ἀρχιερεῖς) in the New Testament and in Josephus ("Vita," § 38; "B. J." ii. 12, § 6; iv. 3, §§ 7, 9; iv. 4, § 

3). The deposed high priests seem to have retained the title, and to have continued to exercise certain 

functions; the ministration on the Day of Atonement, however, may have been reserved for the actual 

incumbent. This, however, is not clear; Hor. iii. 1-4 mentions as distinctive the exclusive sacrifice of a 

bull by the high priest on the Day of Atonement and the tenth of the ephah (that is, the twelve "ḥallot"; 

comp. Meg. i. 9; Macc. ii. 6). But even in the latest periods the office was restricted to a few families of 

great distinction (probably the bene kohanim gedolim; Ket. xiii. 1-2; Oh. xvii. 5; comp. Josephus, "B. J." 

vi. 2, § 2; see Schürer, "Gesch." 3d ed., ii. 222). 001 

Connection with Sanhedrin 

 

The high priest was the presiding officer of the Sanhedrin. This view conflicts with the later Jewish 

tradition according to which the Pharisee tannaim (the Zuggim) at the head of the yeshivot presided 

over the great Sanhedrin also (Ḥag. ii. 2). However, a careful reading of the sources ("Ant." xx. 10; 

"Contra Ap." ii., § 23; comp. "Ant." iv. 8, § 14; xiv. 9, §§ 3-5 [Hyrcanus II. as president]; xx. 9, § 1 

[Ananus]), as well as the fact that in the post-Maccabean period the high priest was looked upon as 

exercising in all things, political, legal, and sacerdotal, the supreme authority, shows it to be almost 

certain that the presidency of the Sanhedrin was vested in the high priest (see Isidore Loeb in "R. E. J." 

1889, xix. 188-201; Jelski, "Die Innere Einrichtung des Grossen Synhedrions," pp. 22–28, according to 

whom the "Nasi" was the high priest, while the "Av Beth Din" was a Pharisaic tanna). 
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CHAPTER SIX 

 
 

KINGSHIP 
 
Although we have detailed instructions regarding the Priesthood, we have no such instruction regarding 

Kings.  In fact even though Israel was surrounded by nations governed by kings (they came out of the 

Kingdom of Egypt) for many years—Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt, and the nations of Canaan—kingship 

and a centralized form of government did not appear in Israel until about 1000 B.C. Mosiac covenant 

intentionally left out any such office.   “Israel wasn’t ruled by a king, and everyone did what they thought 

was right” (Judg 21:25). Judges administered justice and acted as local authority by Charisma. When 

attacked by an enemy, they would join forces under charismatic leaders who acted as generals for the 

time of war.   ” As these attacks became more frequent many people in Israel felt the need for a more 

permanent form of leadership. Finally, the people said, “we want a king to be our leader, just like all the 

other nations” (1 Sam 8:5). 

 

Israel saw themselves as God’s chosen people, with God rather than a human being as their king. 

Samuel, the prophet and the last judge of Israel, warned the people about the dangers of having a 

human king (1 Sam 8:11-18).  However  (1Sa 8:7)  the LORD said to Samuel, "Hearken to the voice of 

the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from 
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being king over them. In all tribal cultures the situation was exactly same.  At some point the warrior 

leaders proclaimed themselves a Kings.  Hence the Kingship was an adoption of the Cananite tradition.  

For a while Kings were selected by God by anointing until it became a system of grabbing and 

manipulation. Kings had their own gods in every society and often they were only the ordained one 

ruling by anointing.  This has been the procedure in every country in all times.  

 

In every culture initially the Priests were the Kingmakers.  Even today coronation of Kings are done by 

Priests and the ritual is usually the anointing – the pouring of oil over the head- just as described in the 

Bible when Samuel the Prophet Priest Judge anointed Saul and later David. 

 

 

 

The King concept in the Kingdom of the world is based on power and control. This is because as in 

Israel, kings were anointed for conquest and war. However this is a concept which is totally alien to 

Kingdom of God.   
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PRINCIPLES OF POWER IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

diakonia 

 

THE SERVANT KING 

We always talk about God as the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  

King of Kings is a lofty title that has been used by several monarchies 

(usually empires in the informal sense of great powers) throughout 

history, and in many cases the literal title meaning "King of Kings", i.e. 

Monarch elevated above other royal rulers in a vassal, tributary or 

protectorate position, especially in the case of Semitic languages, is 

conventionally (usually inaccurately) rendered as Emperor. Titles of this relative type have been in use 

from the most ancient times in Aryan. The rulers of Persia, at various times (under Zoroastrian as well 

as Muslim dynasties), have been titled Shâhanshâh, the shah of shahs  Whereas the most literal 

Sanskrit equivalent is Rajadhiraja,  such as Maharaja (literally Great King, also greatly devaluated by 

title inflation) and Maharajadhiraja (Bahadur) 'Great King of kings'. The titles Maharajadhiraja and 

Rajadhiraja were also assumed by some great Kushan kings in the 1st and 2nd centuries of AD, as was 

Devaputra or 'Son of God'.  Effectively we associate this concept with Power and Authority over the 

whole creatures so that he can control and do whatever it pleases him. 
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The Problem with the concept of Kingship and Power 

 

However the picture presented by Jesus about authority and power presents an opposite upside down 

view. 

 

Who Is the Greatest? (Luke22:24-30) 

Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 
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Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over 

them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that.    Instead, the greatest among you 

should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.  

 

Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  

You are those who have stood by me in my trials.   And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father 

conferred one on me,   so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  The greatest among you will be your servant.  For whoever exalts 

himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted."  

  

Mat 23:11-12  He who is greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts himself will be 

humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  

 

The Apostle John tells the rest of the story. 



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 53 

In response to the disciples' bickering Jesus takes off his outer garment, takes a towel and a basin, 

kneels behind each of them, and begins to wash their feet. He not only talks about being a servant on 

this occasion, he acts it out before them as a living parable they will never forget (John 13:4-17).  

 

Joh 13:3-5 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going to God, rose from supper, laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a 

towel.  Then he poured water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with 

the towel with which he was girded.  

 

Joh 13:12-17 When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed his place, he said 

to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?   You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for 

so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 

feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say 

to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If 

you know these things, blessed are you if you do them 

 

 
The Upside down Kingdom 
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The soldier obeyed the centurion because he knew that he would be punished if he disobeyed.  The 

centurion had the coercive power of the Roman Empire behind him.  This is authority from above. That 

power may be legal power, as is the case of the centurion.  It may be the power of a gun, or simply be 

bigger fists. When we think of a king or a kingdom, we imagine a dictator imposing his will on a helpless 

populace, draining them of their resources to be used for his own personal aggrandizement. Even if we 

picture him as a benevolent despot, he is at best an efficient bureaucrat.  

 

But when we speak of God and the concept of kingdom, we refer to a completely different model. 

 

Authority from above needs force. 

 

In contrast, the Authority from below has no coercive force.  Instead it is based on two factors: Love and 

Freedom  

God’s Handicap 

 In dealing with the cosmos and all the living beings in it God is handicapped. But this handicap is self-

imposed.  God deliberately takes upon himself this handicap because we are Sons of God. Hence he 

gives all sentients in the cosmos  free will. He will never force us into doing right, even when he knows 

that we are moving in the wrong direction and will eventually kill us.   
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He conquers all through His Love whereby he dies himself for us and gives us a way out.  He still will 

not force us to take that road.  He is long suffering and waits the Father who waits for his prodigal Son. 

 

Joh 15:12-13  This is my commandment, that ye love one another, even as I have loved you.  Greater 

love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.   
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"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 

this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." John 13:34-35 NIV 
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Freedom and Service 

 

All authority in the kingdom of God is based on freedom and service.  This seems like a mystery, but it 

makes the kingdom of God unique.  

Joh 12:24   

Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; 

but if it die, it beareth much fruit.  

Php 2:1-11   So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive of love, any participation in the 

Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others 

better than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form 

of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form he humbled himself 

and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name which is above every name,  that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Jesus demonstrated how servant authority works.  

 

He lived amongst the people and served them. Many responded to his love by to become his disciples.   

 

He had great authority over his disciples, but no one was forced to obey him. They obeyed him because 

they loved him. Every disciple was free to withdraw their submission at any time. Judas demonstrated 

this freedom when he withdrew his submission to Jesus and submitted to the Jewish leaders.  
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“Come see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space, 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow Him 

to bring our lives as a daily offering 

of worship to the Servant King.”    Graham Kendrick  

 

In the Kingdom of God, people gain authority by serving.  

Husbands gain authority in their family,  by loving their wives.  

Elders have authority,  because they serve the Christians in their care.  

  

Those with authority in the kingdom of God must serve others.  

They must never use coercion to get their will done.  

The greatest SERVANT in the cosmos is God.  
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This is the Kingdom where each cares for the other and they form a family based on love and service 

giving themselves to each other. 

God so loved the world HE GAVE 
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There is much more in this direction even to the concept of God and Creation.  Creation itself is a 

pouring out – Kenosis - without which no free will can exist.   God is Love and God is God because he is 

Love giving himself to serve his creation  without expecting anything in return except love. 

 

When we talk about of Melchizedek as King this was behind the concept of Kingship. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

 
PRIEST OF THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK 

 

Psa 110:4  The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, "You are a priest for ever after the order 

of Melchiz'edek."  

 
 Some understand this passage to be Messianic in nature.   

 

Some scholars understand this reference to be a polemic inserted into the text in order to legitimize 

King David’s claim that his house had become heir to a dynasty of priest-kings. David seems to have 

acted as priest before the ark dancing with an ephod (2Sa 6:14) and have sacrificed (2Sa 24:25).   
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David Dancing before the Ark 

James Tissot (1836-1902) 

 
The New Year festival of Judah consisted of the processional, enthronement, and the reading of royal 

psalms (Ps 110.4).     Here David was being elevated to priest-king status, a feature of Canaanite 

religion.  Before David, King Saul had been castigated for offering a sacrifice when the Priest Prophet 

Samuel was late.  Saul’s attempt to get elevated to the status of Priest-King was thwarted by the 

powerful personality of Samuel. 

 

Sa 13:9-11 So Saul said, "Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings." And he offered 

the burnt offering. As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and 

Saul went out to meet him and salute him.  

 Samuel said, "What have you done?" 

In contrast we see 

1Ch 21:28  At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him at the threshing floor of 

Ornan the Jeb'usite, he made his sacrifices there.  

 

“Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where [the LORD] 

appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the 

Jebusite.” (2 Chronicles 3:1 ). 
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Some others assume that, Psalm 110.4 was inserted to legitimize King David’s decision to appoint 

“Zadok” as priest in Jerusalem. This theory presupposes that Zadok was in fact a direct descendant of 

“Adoni Zedek” (Joshua 10) and “Melchi-Zedek” (Genesis 14). Zadok was probably a Jebusite and 

evidently they merged with the Israel after the occupation.  They were evidently worshippers of El Elyon 

which was recognized as YHVH.  Zadok himself probably was the High Priest of El Elyon. 

 

Psalm 110.4 was certainly used by the Maccabees to legitimize their claim to power.  It was also used 

by “Ebed-Tob,” according to an “Armana Tablet” to lay a claim to the attributes of Melchizedek that the 

Book of Hebrews explains.  

The legitimatization is seen in the following sequence of Priest-Kings: 

First Abel 

Second Melchizedek, as the first king of Jerusalem. 

Third, Abraham, first Hebrew priest to offer sacrifices on temple site. 

Gen 22:13  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 

thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 

his son.  

 

 The Three Sacrifices of the Old Testament.  
Abel, Melchisedec, and Abraham  

(6th-7th century).  
Mosaic, Ravenna, Basilica of Sant'Apollinare in Classe 
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The church was built under the direction of Emperor Justinian and may have been designed by Julianus 

Argentarius.6 Included in the numerous mosaics throughout the basilica, is the depiction of 

Melchizedek, Abel, and Abraham (with Isaac) presenting offerings at an altar before the veil of the 

temple. This scenario is generally referred to as representing the Eucharist, which symbolizes the 

sacrifice of the Savior.7 As noted above, the "so-called seal of Melchizedek" is depicted on the altar 

cloth. 

 

 
 

Eucharist - Abel and Melchizedek, St. Vitale, Italy 

"One of the earliest known representations of the eucharistic offering is that of the mosaic in St. Vitale at 

Ravenna, dating from the 6th century....On one side Abel is represented as standing with hands raised 

in prayer, clad in cloak and short tunic, and just issued from a house; it is possible that this, with the 

streaked sky of the mosaic, may indicate a morning or evening sacrifice. At all events the presence of 

Abel connects the other figure of the priest and king Melchisedech, with the idea of the sacrifice of the 

lamb, and therein of the death of the Lord. Melchisedech is standing before an oblong altar-table; his 

hands are raised in prayer, not in the act of blessing, and he is clad in the penula or cloak over a long 

tunic and girdle." 
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"Seal of Melchizedek" 

A "seal of Melchizedek" mosaic from a Christian church at Khirbet Beit Sila  . 
 
As the head of the family Issac, Jacob and the tribal leaders were indeed Priest Kings according to the 

pre-Sinaitic tradition though they were never called Kings.  Even today the tribal chiefs are not called 

Kings though they are in the secular sense of word. 

David, the first righteous (like Melchizedek) Hebrew king to sit on "Melchizedek's throne" 1000 years 

later, announces that Jesus will be the first spiritual king to sit on the throne in Jerusalem. So from 

Melchizedek to David and from David to Christ is about 1000 years between each!  

Psa.110:4 makes the king-priest who is addressed there a virtual successor of Melchizedek, and the 

kings of Jerusalem might well, as Gunkel suggests, (Genesis. Übersetzt und erklärt , KAT 1; Leipzig 

1924) have been considered successors of Melchizedek in the same way that Charlemagne was 

regarded as the successor of the Caesars, and the latter as successors of the Pharaohs in Egypt.   

Jesus sits on the throne of David (and Melchizedek) at the ascension. Acts 2:29-36.Thus it comes full 

circle, to make Jesus as a king and priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Heb. 7:4-10) 
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Skinner (Gen, 271, where Josephus, Ant, XVI, vi, 2, and Amos M 6:1 are cited) points out that the 

Maccabees (The Hasmoneans) were called "high priests of God most high." Hence, some hold that the 

story of Melchizedek is an invention of Judaism, but Gunkel (Genesis 3, 285 ff.) maintains that he is a 

traditional, if not a historical, character. 

 

The Maccabees appear in history as the family of a priest, Mattathias, dwelling in Modin, who opposed 

the Hellenizing tendencies of the Syrian ruler Antiochus IV. Antiochus had taken advantage of 

factionalism among the Jews and had stripped and desacralized the Temple and begun a religious 

persecution. Mattathias, after killing an apostate Jew who took part in a Greek sacrifice, killed the royal 

enforcing officer. With his five sons he fled to the mountains and was joined by many Hasidim (167 

B.C.) Thus began a guerrilla war.  

On Mattathias' death (166 B.C.) the leadership passed to his son Judas Maccabeus, from whose 

surname the family name is derived. Judas, an excellent military leader, defeated an expedition sent 

from Syria to destroy him. Having occupied Jerusalem, he deconsecrated the Temple.  the feast of 

Hanukkah celebrates this event (165 B.C.).  

Maccabean Era  lasted from 166 -129 BC. 

Seal of Melchizedek 

(The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia.   

See also the Apocryphal Books of Maccabees 

http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/History/Maccabees.html) 

  

Priesthood of Believers and Levitical Priesthood. 

Adam walked with God and communed with God. There was no question of King at that time. Adam 

was a priest-father of humanity until fall. Once the fall occurred, the direct communication with God 

closed.  Soon after we see Abel offering a sacrifice that pleased God (Gen. 4:4) and so did Noah (8:20), 

Abraham (12:7-8), Isaac (26:25), Jacob (35:1-7), and Job (Job 1:5). In Egypt, each family killed a 

Passover Lamb as an offering to God (Ex. 12:6). Thus priesthood remained with the head of the family.  

As families grew into tribes, the head of the family became the King of the tribe as well as the priest of 

the tribe, thus he was a Priest-King to them. 

When the tribes went after other gods, they ceased to act as the true messengers and priests and it 

became necessary for God to call out a nation to be the Priests to the nations in order to teach them the 

ways of the Most High God.  History is filled with such calls.  Most eventually left that role and went 

astray. 
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+++++++++++++++ 

Amos 9:7 reads: "Are you not like the Sudanese to me, O people of Israel?', says the Lord. Did I not 

bring up Israel from the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir?' The 

important point herd to note is the reversal of comparison. Lord is not saying '0 people of Sudan, are 

you not to me like the People of Israel?'. Instead God is speaking to Israel and says they are to him like 

the people of the Sudan, indicating that Sudanese were the people of God before Israel was chosen.  

 
The Bible clearly states that God chose people for three specific purposes: First they are to be a 

kingdom of Priests to the nations so that they may declare to the rest of the world the greatness of God. 

'If you will obey my voice and keep my Covenant, you shall be my own possession among all peoples; 

for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' Ex.19:5,6 

Secondly they were to guard the word of God. "Then what advantage has the Jews?... To begin with the 

Jews are entrusted with the oracles of God.' Thirdly they were to bringforth the Word of God in Flesh, 

i.e. they were to produce Jesus. Israel was rejected by God in carrying on as a special people as they 

failed to act as missionaries and they failed to accept their mesias. Is it not then reasonable to assume 

that God might have called other people and must have rejected them for some reason or other 

because of their failure. If so Amos' list gives these nations which includes Sudan followed by Philistines 

and Syrians. \par \par We do have evidence to show that Philistines were God's chosen people. 

Philistines, sons of Egypt, son of Ham, son of Noah were called out of Caphtor (See 1Chr.1:12, 

0eu.2:23, Jar. 47:4, Amo.9:9 , Gen.10:14) a wreath shaped island in Africa. Among the Philistines we 

see Goliath and four of his brothers who are the children of Anak, who occupied Palestine for it was 

given to them. God brought them out of Caphtor and gave them Canaan, the promised land if we accept 

Amos. Bible .however gives the god of Philistines as Dagon the fish-god while they were a mountain 

people at that time. How did this come about. Phillistines tribal memory went on to remember the great 

leading of God in bringing them over the ocean. Did God dry up the ocean for them. Or did he provide 

fishes to carry them across. With a mighty hand God led them into the promised land. Just as Israel's 

God is a mountain God, Phillistines' God was a sea God. But then they degraded God in the form a 

creature. This must have been their downfall. 

 

Note also that Phillistines, sons of Anak, were children of the sons of God as mentioned in Gen.6 and 

referred to in Num.13:33. God called these Hamites out of Caphtor in Africa and brought them and gave 

them the promised land and they ruled from the capital of Jerusalem'. Thus Abraham meets with the 

King of Jerusalem, Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18,19) who was the ultimate product of the Phillistine culture. 

He was the priest of the Most High God. He is described in Heb.7 as one 'resembling the Son of God', 
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i.e. resembling Jesus. Each culture could produce what it can. In the. meeting of Melchizedek with 

Abraham, Melchizedek blessed Abraham and handed over the election to him. Then on we see the 

decline of the Philistines, a falling away from the understanding of the Most High God. Abimelech, the 

King of Gerar, King of Philistines certainly showed a deep understanding of God,. he even had visions 

of God and was very sensitive to God's leadings. (see Gen.20,21,26). He also was the prophet of God. 

(Num. 22-23) Otherwise we will find it very difficult to explain his presence. As the Israelites entered 

Palestine the King of Jerusalem was Adoni-zedek. Evidently he was a predecessor of Melchi-zedek. But 

even though his name includes Adoni he does not know Adoni. Very soon the city of Jerusalem was lost 

to the Philistines and they were in the hands of Jebusites, the hilly billys of that time. From them David 

wrenched out Jerusalem.  

 

Thus evidently God called Philistines and produced as their contribution to the world, one like the son of 

God and then rejected the nation. God then must .have called other people before as Amos claims. The 

first call must have been Sudan, but they were able to produce only a Lopede, whom they rejected and 

the nation was rejected by God. What was their corruption? We can only guess. Was it the fall into 

ancestral worship?  

 

Historical evidence indicates that the Southern Sudanese tribes were once occupying the Northern 

provinces and were pushed back. Probably God led them across Nile into the Southern provinces which 

flows with 'milk and honey', and is an agricultural land similar in all respects to Palestine. Mawut says , 

'The Dinka have experience similar to the Jewish crossing of the Red Sea. Stories connected with their 

migration from the east of the Nile to the west mention such events ...... In a story of Western Dinka 

migration from the eastern bank to western bank of the Bahr el Jebel to Bahr El . Ghazal, a leader of a 

pursued people , Ajing, prayed to God at Lake Shambe that the water should part to make way for his 

people to cross. God heard his prayers and made the water part, after which the Dinkas crossed 

through a dry river bed to the west.' (see Lienhardt)  

+++++++++++++++ 

When God redeemed Israel from Egypt as His chosen Nation they were told that  and you shall be to 

me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Exo 19:6.    The implication of this Chosen status is 

explained in the second covenant as follows: 

1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 

should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  
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Thus Israel was chosen as a nation of Priests to all humanity with the status as a nation of King-Priest  

so that they may declare the praises of God.  Apparently they refused to intercede for the nations to the 

extend that Jonah ran away in the opposite direction when asked to go to Nineveh and preach. 

For the first time a place of worship in the form of the Ark and the Tent came into existence soon after 

the freedom of Israel.  Hence a special class of Levitical priesthood was ordained.  Priesthood was 

formally established through Moses' brother Aaron, and his descendents. As Levi's descendants 

through Aaron, they were to serve God at the altar. (Num. 8:9-18).  Even in that the idea of Levites 

representing the head of the families is clear. They replaced the  firstborn in every family, who by right 

belonged to God ( Num 3:41 ).  So levites replaced the ancient non-levitical priesthood of the order of 

Melchizedek.  Yet the ancient Order of Melchizedek was never revoked.  It was temperorily replaced 

when the old order ceased to function properly. 

When Moses brought the Hebrews out of Egypt, they were organized by tribes into one nation and the 

Levites were formally separated into the service of God, Aaron being their first High Priest. Upon his 

death his oldest son became the High Priest - and thus it was established in Israel, having many 

Levitical priests, but only one High Priest at a time.  

Aaron’s descendants were by heritage retained the priestly line from then on.   But not all Levites acted 

as priests offering sacrifices and enter the holy of holies.  The entire tribe was separated into the service 

of God, and helped in the various activities of the temple.  They provided music and prepared sacrifices, 

cleaned the temple and its areas. 

"Aaron and his sons were consecrated for the priesthood, in an elaborate seven-day ceremony (Ex. 

29:30, 35, 37). Their bodies were bathed to symbolize the purifying of their souls from sin. Then they 

were clothed in their priestly garments and anointed with oil as sacrifices were made in their behalf. The 

entire dedication procedure was on outward sign of their SANCTIFICATION in God’s service (Ex. 29:9). 

The clothes the priest wore also carried great significance. Their white linen garments symbolized 

holiness and glory. They also wore a coat woven in one piece without a seam to indicate their spiritual 

integrity, wholeness and righteousness. The four-cornered cloth of the coat signified that the priest 

belonged to the kingdom of God. The cap, resembling an open flower, symbolized fresh, vigorous life of 

the one who wore it. The girdle, or sash, a belt that encircled the priest’s body, was the priestly sign of 

service. It showed that the wearer was an office-bearer and administrator in the kingdom of God (Ex. 

39). The priests had several responsibilities as mediators between sinful people and their holy God...the 

priests had to make sure that the sacrificial rituals were carried out correctly. Otherwise, the people 
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could not be cleansed of their sins until the priest had made the atonement for the error (Num. 18:1). As 

‘messengers of the LORD’ (Mal. 2:7), the priests were to also teach the Law to the people of Israel. In 

addition to instructing in the Law year by year, they were also responsible for reading the Law at the 

Feast of Tabernacles every seventh year (Deut. 31:9-13). By their example, the priests also taught 

people how to ‘distinguish between holy and unholy, and between clean and unclean’ (Lev. 10:10)." 

(Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, p. 1029.) 

+++++++++ 

Thus what I have tried to show is that the levitical order of priesthood and also the calling of a nation to 

be priests to the other nations of the world was a secondary choice of God when the priesthood of every 

individual and heads of families acted as chief priest ended in disaster. 

The New Testament church didn’t pattern itself after the Jewish temple. Jesus never taught believers to 

be Levitical priests. Instead, Jesus taught these leaders to be servants. The disciples were cautioned 

not to be called rabbi or teacher (Mt.23:8-11).   Jesus never discussed the position of any special 

ordained Priesthood since the power of the Holy Spirit enabled every believer to that status.  This is the 

Order of Melchizedek.  Some people even identify Melchizedek with Holy Spirit. 

 

Some Christians follow the Rabbinical logics in the following manner why Christians reject Levitical 

Priesthood. Paul being trained in the jewish logics indicates these.   

 

• Christ, the high priest (Heb. 3:1, 7:24), brought an end to daily animal sacrifice; for He 

completed the sacrifice. The Aaronic (Levitical) priesthood was no longer needed. 

• The Old Testament idea of the priest being the mediator between God and man was only 

necessary until the death of Jesus Christ. Now, Christ, our High Priest has the ministry of 

mediation (Heb. 7:25) and He gives us all the right to be priests after His nature.  

• The work of the Old Testament priest was finished when Christ fulfilled the law and “Entered the 

most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb. 9:12).  

• God no longer accepted sacrifices of bulls and goats. New Testament believers were all priests 

who only offered the sacrifice of praise, with the fruit of their lips giving thanks -- the only 

sufficient sacrifice. Offering praise to God becomes our spiritual (not sacramental) sacrifice. 

Jesus remains as our only “High Priest,” the perfect sacrifice that never needs to be repeated.  
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• Jesus brought forth a brand new priesthood -- of believers. Jesus instituted a kingdom of priests 

– all tribes and people, and every believer. Jesus was a priest after the order of Melchezedek. 

He gave that priesthood to all of us. 

 

My father’s definition of the Priesthood seems to fit correctly to Christian Priesthood today.  “They 

are brothers separated for service” 

Jesus Christ is our "High Priest". But the New Testament teaches the "priesthood of all believers". 

1 Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 

ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

Revelation 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 

dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

  
WHO IS MELCHIZEDEK? 

 
Heb 5:8-10  Although Jesus was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered;  and being 

made perfect he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,  being designated by 

God a high priest after the order of Melchiz'edek.  

Heb 6:19-20  We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner 

shrine behind the curtain,  where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a 

high priest for ever after the order of Melchiz'edek.  

Heb 7:1- 28 For this Melchiz'edek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him; and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of 

everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of 

Salem, that is, king of peace.  He is without father or mother or genealogy, and has neither 

beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest for ever.  See 

how great he is! Abraham the patriarch gave him a tithe of the spoils.  And those descendants of 

Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, 

that is, from their brethren, though these also are descended from Abraham.  But this man who has 

not their genealogy received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.    It is 

beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.    Here tithes are received by mortal men; 

there, by one of whom it is testified that he lives.    One might even say that Levi himself, who 

receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,  for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when 

Melchiz'edek met him.    Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levit'ical priesthood (for 

under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to 

arise after the order of Melchiz'edek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron?    For when 

there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well.    For the one 

of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at 

the altar.  For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that 

tribe Moses said nothing about priests.  This becomes even more evident when another priest 

arises in the likeness of Melchiz'edek,  who has become a priest, not according to a legal 
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requirement concerning bodily descent but by the power of an indestructible life.    For it is 

witnessed of him, "Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchiz'edek."  On the one hand, a 

former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness  (for the law made 

nothing perfect); on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to 

God.  And it was not without an oath.    Those who formerly became priests took their office without 

an oath, but this one was addressed with an oath, "The Lord has sworn and will not change his 

mind, 'Thou art a priest for ever.'"  This makes Jesus the surety of a better covenant.  The former 

priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office;  but 

he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues for ever.  Consequently he is able for all 

time to save those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession 

for them.  For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, 

separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens.  He has no need, like those high priests, to 

offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; he did this once for all 

when he offered up himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the 

word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for 

ever. 

There are various traditions as to the identity of Melchizedek.   

NOAH AS MELCHIZEDEK  

 

Noah AC 1056-2006 1Chr 1:4 

Flood AC 1656  

Shem  AC 1558-2158 1Chr 1:17 

Japheth   

Ham   

Terah  AC 1878-2083  

Abram (Abraham) AC 1948-2123  
 

We do not have details of the lives of  Japheth and Ham, but they were presented together as one unit 

that we should expect they were born not born widely apart.  At the time of flood they were grown up 

and were married.  So it is reasonable to expect that they were all alive upto the time of Abraham even 

to his grand children.  It is estimated that Melchizedek encounter occurred around AC 2000 in which 

case Abraham was 52 years old and Noah was 944 years old (After the flood Noah lived 350 

years..Noah lived upto 950 years of age. Genesis 9:28-29); Shem was 442 years old 344 years after the 

flood.  I assume with some confidence that both Ham and Japheth were also alive. There were at least 

10 generations who lived together  Noah to Abram over a period of about 500 years! 
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From what I have shown, it appears that any of the four – Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth could have 

been Melchizedek.   

 

It is legitimate to believe that Noah lived in Jerusalem the Axis Mundi after the flood and lived in contact 

with the God who directed his life and made him the progenitor of the new world. Noah is specifically 

called righteous and it makes perfect sense for him to be called the King of Righteousness.  Notice the 

following verses. 

Genesis 6:9  This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of 

his time, and he walked with God. 

 

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save 

his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by 

faith.  

  

2 Peter 2:5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but 

protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others 

 

Genesis 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God 

Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 

 

Noah as the head of the New Man was the legitimate Priest of the Most High God.   

 

 

Noah as the Preacher of Righteousness as he built the ark when rain was never heard of in the 

world. 
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Then Noah built an altar to God and offered burnt offerings of every clean animal and of every clean 

bird. (Genesis 8:20)- painting circa 1803 by Joseph Anton Koch) 

As the head of the New Mankind Noah was the Priest of the Most High God.  Who else knew God better 

than Noah and who else could declare him better than Noah?  He was the King of Salem, who brought 

peace to the world after the world rebelled against God. 

Thus this is a real possibility. 

  

 
MELCHIZEDEK AS SHEM 

 
Encyclopedia Judaica asserts that “There is a Hebrew tradition that Melchizedek was Shem or a son of 

Shem, the son of Noah, others stipulate that Melchizedek was a grandson of Canaan.” (Encyclopedia 

Judaica, Keter Publishing House, Jerusalem, Ltd., Jerusalem, Israel, copyright 1972, Vol. 11, columns 

1287-1289.) 

 
 

Midrash Sefer HaYashar (Jasher) 16:11, 12, tells us the story of Abram’s meeting with Melchizedek 

after freeing Lot: 

11 And Adonizedek king of Jerusalem, the same was Shem, went out with his men to meet 

Abram and his people, with bread and wine, and they remained together in the valley of Melech. 

12 And Adonizedek blessed Abram, and Abram gave him a tenth from all that he had brought 

from the spoil of his enemies, for Adonizedek was a priest before God 

Book of Jasher  is referred in Josh 10:13 and 2 Sam 1:18.  This lost book of the Bible was probably a 

kind of national sacred song-book.  Mentioned twice in the Bible, this ancient historical book, once lost, 
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has survived the ravages of time and was faithfully translated into the English language and published 

in the year 1840. In these books the name of the King of Jerusalem is given as Adonizedek instead of 

Melkizedek. This is not surprising as in those days a person had several names.   

 

Melchizedek as Shem can be found in the Targums as in the following references:  

Melchizedek was Shem the son of Noah, a priest most high." (Pirke De Rabbi Eliezar 9A.i)  

"And Melchizedek is Shem, the son of Noah." (Rashi, Commentaries, Genesis 14:18)  

"And Melchizedek is Shem, the son of Noah." (Talmud, Tr. Nedarim 32)  

"Tamar was the daughter of Shem, [who is] identified with Melchizedek king of Salem, Priest of God the 

Most High. (Midrash Rabbah, Vol.2, Soncino Press translation, 1983, p. 796)  

Jerusalem Targum on Genesis 14:18;  

 Midrash 126b;  

Talmud, Tr. Nedarim 32b;  

Martin Buber, Midrash Agada, fn. 18, p. 30.   

Aramaic renderings of the Hebrew Bible. Tg. Neof. on Gen 14:18 shows the exegetical development of 

this identification:  

"And Melchisedech, king of Jerusalem - he is Shem the Great - brought out bread and wine, for he was 

the priest who ministered in the high priesthood before the most High God.". The Palestinian Targum 

tradition has Melchizedek as Shem (Neofiti and Fragments, Ps Jonathan)   

 

In the Midrash, the Rabbis identified Malki-Tzedek with Shem son of Noah. (E.g., B. Talmud Nedarim 

32b; Genesis Rabbah 46:7; Genesis Rabbah 56:10; Leviticus Rabbah 25:6; Numbers Rabbah 4:8.)   

 

 As for Shem 

 

• He was born circumcised; (Rabbi Isaac the Babylonian said that Malki-Tzedek was born 

circumcised. (Genesis Rabbah 43:6.)   

• he was the ancestor of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;  

• he was priest and prophet; and  

• he was one of the eight righteous who are mentioned twice in Gen. 9 & 10 and who were 

allotted a portion both in this world and in the world to come (Sanh. 69b; Tan., Yelammedenu, 

Noah; Midr. ha-Gadol on Gen. ix. 18, xi. 10, ed. Schechter, cols. 142, 186).  

• Shem is styled "the' great one" ("Shem rabba"; Sanh. 108b).  
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According to Gen. R. xxx. 6, it was Shem who offered the sacrifices on the altar after Noah came out of 

the ark (comp. Gen. viii. 20), as the latter, having been crippled by the lion (Rabbinical Literature says 

that he was attacked by a lion in the ark and became lame.), was unfit for the priestly office. Noah gave 

to Shem the priestly garments which he had inherited from Adam (Num. R. iv. 6). The Rabbis taught 

that Malki-Tzedek acted as a priest and handed down Adams robes to Abraham. (Numbers Rabbah 

4:8.) 

 

Josephus in 6.438,  says of Malki-Tzedek that ‘he was the first to serve as priest of YHWH and, being 

the first to build the Temple, gave the city previously called Solyma the name Hierosolyma-Jerusalem’. 

This, too, would explain why Josephus calls Malki-Tzedek “a chief of the Canaanites.” Shem ruled over 

Cannan. 

 

Shem is extolled by the Rabbis for his filial devotion in covering his father's nakedness (Gen. ix. 23).  

Therefore Noah, in blessing these two sons (ib. verse 27), declared, so the Rabbis think, that the 

Shekinah was to dwell only in the tents of Shem (Yoma 10a; Tan., NoaE, 21; Gen. R. xxxvii. 9; comp. 

Jubilees, vii. 9, where it is said that the garment was Shem's).  

 

Shem, however, forfeited the priesthood by mentioning in his blessing (Gen. 14:19) Abraham's name 

before that of YHWH, so that YHWH took his office from him and gave it to Abraham (Ned. 32b; PirIe R. 

El. xxvii.).  

 

According to the Midrash Agadah (l.c.) Shem himself asked YHWH to give the priesthood to Abraham, 

as he, in his prophetic capacity, knew that he (Shem) would have no children eligible/approved for the 

sacerdotal office. The Rabbis said that Malki-Tzedek instructed Abraham in the Torah. (Genesis 

Rabbah 43:6.) 

Rabbi Zechariah said on Rabbi Yishmael ben Nethaniah Ishmael's authority that YHWH intended to 

bring forth the priesthood through Malki-Tzedek¹s descendants, but because Malki-Tzedek blessed 

Abraham before he blessed YHWH (in Gen. 14:19-20), YHWH brought the priesthood forth from 

Abrahams descendants. (B. Talmud Nedarim 32b.)  

“Originally, the Holy One, Blessed is He, wished for the priesthood to emerge from the descendants of 

Shem, son of Noach, as it is stated in reference to Shem, ‘and he was a priest of God, the most High...’  



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 78 

Shem functioned like Yahshua as both king and priest, whereas the priesthood and kingship became 

separate offices after Torah, and for all the years before Yahshua reunited those 2 offices. 

 

Middle eastern land distribution showing the land of Canaan as inherited by Ham 
 

There is, however, disagreement amongst Rishonim as to whether Salem was Melchizedek/Shem's 

allocated residence by his father Noah or whether he was a foreigner in the Salem which was 

considered the rightful land of his brother Ham. The Ramban is of the opinion that the land was rightfully 

owned and governed by the offspring of Ham, and explains that Melchizedek/Shem left his home 

country and came to Salem as a foreigner wishing to serve God as a Kohen  Whereas Rashi maintains 

that the land of Canaan was initially allotted to Shem, by Noah his father, and the offspring of Shem 

conquered the land by forced expansion 
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Biblical Chronology from Noah showing the life span of Shem 

 

FC = From Creation                                BC = Before Christ 

 

 
 

Shem Outlived Abraham by 35 years. 

Shem lived contemporary with Isaac and Jacob 

Shem was 98 years old at the time of the Flood. At 100 years of age he had a son, Arphaxad, and lived 

after that 500 more years. [Genesis 11:10, 11]  Following the genealogy we can see that 

2+35+30+34+30+32+30+29+70= 292 years after the Flood Abraham was born.  Abraham lived to be 

175 years of age. Thus Abraham died in the year 292+175= 467 years after the Flood.  Shem   survived 

Abraham by 33 years. It seems quite reasonable to deduce that Shem, after the Flood, became 

conscious of his calling as a son of Noah and a survivor of the Flood to teach the people all he knew 

about the religion of the pre-flood patriarchs. In his capacity of survivor he took on the functions of a 

priest, renamed himself in this new life as `Melchizedek' and that is why Abram, also of the lineage of 
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Shem, when meeting his ancestor Shem/Melchizedek regarded him as the true Priest of God. [Genesis 

14:18, 19]. 

 
Jerome, recording the Hebrew traditions of his own time, says they believed Melchizedek to have been 

Shem, and his sons to have been priests before the time of Aaron.  

 

Melchizedek as Shem was also known to St. Ephrem the Syrian (Commentary on Genesis 11.2).  

 

Another important point in identification of Shem and Melchizedek is the fact that the blessing of Shem 

in Gen 9:26 has distinct parallels with the blessing which Melchizedek gives to Abraham. 

 

The Mormons or Latter Day Saints Theology states that Melchizedek received the priesthood from the 

lineage of the fathers, even till Noah (D&C 84:14). 

http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/melchizedek 

 

"Rabbi Jochanan ben Nuri says: The Holy One - Blessed Be He - took Shem and separated him to be a 

priest to Himself that he might serve before him. He also caused his Shechinah to rest with him, and 

called his name Melchizedek, priest of the Most High and King of Salem, where Abraham came and 

learned the Law at the school of Shem, where God, Himself, instructed Abraham so that all else he had 

learned from the lips of man was forgotten. Then came Abraham and prayed to God that His Shechinah 

might ever rest in the house of Shem which also was promised to him; as it is said, "Thou are a priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek." 

http://www.jfjonline.org/faq/jewsjudaism/melchizedek.htm 

 

 
MELCHIZEDEK AS THE SON OF CANAAN 

 

In Ethiopian Book of Adam and Eve,   (iii. 13-21), Noah tells his son Shem before his death to take 

"Melchizedek, the son of Canaan, whom God had chosen from all generations of men, and to stand by 

the dead body of Adam after it had been brought from the ark to Jerusalem as the center of the earth 

and fulfill the ministry before God." 

 

The angel Michael then took away Melchizedek, when he was fifteen years of age, from his father, and, 

after having anointed him as priest, brought him to (Jerusalem) the center of the earth, telling his father 

to share the mystery only with Shem, the son of Noah.  The Holy Spirit, speaking out of the ark when 
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the body of Adam was hidden, greeted Melchizedek as "the first-created of God."   Shem went, carrying 

bread and wine, and, assisted by the angel, brought the body of Adam to its destination. Melchizedek 

offered the bread and wine upon the altar they built near the place where Adam's body was deposited, 

and then Shem departed, leaving the pure lad in his garment of skins under the sole protection of the 

angel, no one on earth knowing of his whereabouts until, at last, Abraham met him. 

 

Jewish Encyclopedia 

 http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=383&letter=M 

 

 
MELCHIZEDEK AS NOAH’S SISTER-IN-LAW’S SON 

 

Others suggest, based on the book of Enoch, that Melchizedek was the son of Noah’s deceased sister 

in law. The book of Enoch (of which Jude refers to) says that Noah’s sister in law died while pregnant, 

and that miraculously, after her death, the child, Melchizedek was delivered. It goes on to describe that 

this Melchizedek infant was born with sort of a birth mark on his chest that was a priestly seal and 

instantly spoke and sang praises to God. The story continues that prior to the flood, an angel came and 

took Melchizedek into heaven so that he might escape the deluge. Melchizedek was then returned to 

the earth after the flood, to reign as priest, and shall come yet a third time, at the end times. The story 

runs as follows: 

 

“Behold the wife of Nir, whose name was Sopanim, being sterile and never having at any time given 

birth to a child by Nir - Sopanim was in the time of her old age and in the day of her death. She 

conceived in her womb, but Nir the priest had not slept with her from the day that that The Lord had 

appointed him to conduct the liturgy in front of the face of the people.  When Sopanim saw her 

pregnancy, she was ashamed and embarrassed, and she hid herself during all the days until she 

gave birth. Not one of the people knew about it. When 282 days had been completed, and the day of 

birth had begun to approach, Nir remembered his wife, he called her to himself in his house, so that 

he might converse with her.  Sopanim came to Nir, her husband; and, behold, she was pregnant, and 

the day appointed for giving birth was drawing near. Nir saw her and became very ashamed. He said 

to her, "What is this that you have done, O wife? Why have you disgraced me in front of the face of 

these people? Now, depart from me and go where you began the disgrace of your womb, so that I 

might not defile my hand on account of you, and sin in front of The Face of The Lord." ….. 
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And it came to pass, when Nir had spoken to his wife, Sopanim that Sopanim fell down at Nir's feet 

and died.  … The archangel Gabriel appeared to Nir, and said to him, "Do not think that your wife 

Sopanim has died because of your error, but this child, which is to be born of her is a righteous fruit, 

and one whom I shall receive into paradise, so that you will not be the father of a gift of God." …. 

 

When they had gone out toward the grave, a child came out from the dead Sopanim and sat on the 

bed at her side. Noah and Nir came in to bury Sopanim and they saw the child sitting beside the 

dead Sopanim, wiping his clothing. Noah and Nir were very terrified with a great fear, because the 

child was fully developed physically, he spoke with his lips and blessed The Lord.  

 

Noah and Nir looked at him closely, saying, "This is from The Lord, my brother." And behold the 

badge of priesthood was on his chest, and it was glorious in appearance. Noah said to Nir, "Behold, 

God is renewing the priesthood from blood related to us, just as He pleases.."  

 

Noah and Nir hurried and washed the child, they dressed him in the garments of the priesthood, and 

they gave him bread to eat and he ate it. And they called him Melchizedek . …  

 

The Lord heeded Nir and appeared to him in a night vision. And He said to him, " … I, in a short 

while, will send My archangel Gabriel. And he will take the child and put him in the paradise of Eden.  

He will not perish along with those who must perish. As I have revealed it, Melchizedek will be My 

priest to all holy priests, I will sanctify him and I will establish him so that he will be the head of the 

priests of the future”. … “And behold, Melchizedek will be the head of priests in another generation. I 

know that great confusion has come and in confusion this generation will come to an end, and 

everyone will perish, except that Noah, my brother, will be preserved for procreation. From his tribe, 

there will arise numerous people, and Melchizedek will become the head of priests reigning over a 

royal people who serve You, O Lord."  

 

It happened when the child had completed 40 days in Nir's tent, The Lord said to the archangel 

Gabriel, "Go down onto the earth to Nir the priest, and take the child Melchizedek, who is with him. 

Place him in the paradise of Eden for preservation….' "     And Gabriel took the child, Melchizedek on 

the same night on his wings, and he placed him in the paradise of Eden.” 

2 Enoch http://members.truepath.com/cherub7/enoch8.html 

 

In this story Melchizedek is indeed the type of Jesus before the flood.  He was born of a virgin by the 

Holy Spirit though that is not explicitly spelled out.  Hence he is born without a father.  But yet he has a 
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virgin mother.  He escaped the flood because he was taken away from earth and kept in the heaven.  

He was returned to earth to be priest to the post-flood believers. 

 

 2 Enoch, or the Slavonic Apocalypse of Enoch, was written late first century C.E. in Egypt by a Jew. It 

survives only in late Old Slavonic manuscripts. It may have been composed originally in Aramaic or 

Hebrew, later being translated into Greek, and later still being translated into Old Slavonic. It is an 

amplification of Gen 5:21-32 (from Enoch to the Flood). 

 

 

 
MELCHIZEDEK IS AN ANGEL OR COSMIC CHRIST 

 

Qmelch scroll of the Dead Sea Scrolls.  

 

 

Caves where the first scrolls were found across wadi from  
settlement at Qumran  
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Dead Sea Scrolls, Melchizedek Fragment (11Qmelch) 
 

 
 

We have only the fragments of this scroll.  The readable portions translate as below: 
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Transcription of 11Q13  (11QMelch)  Col.II  

Reconstructed 

The Coming of Melchizedek  

11Q13 

Col.2 

(...) And concerning what Scripture says, "In this year of Jubilee you shall return, everyone f you, to your 

property" (Lev. 25;13) And what is also written; "And this is the manner of the remission; every creditor 

shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbor, not exacting it of a neighbor who is a member of the 

community, because God's remission has been proclaimed" (Deut.15;2) the interpretation is that it 

applies to the Last Days and concerns the captives, just as Isaiah said: "To proclaim the Jubilee to the 

captives" (Isa. 61;1)  

 

(...) just as (...) and from the inheritance of Melchizedek, for (... Melchizedek) , who will return them to 

what is rightfully theirs. He will proclaim to them  the Jubilee, thereby releasing them from the debt of all 

their sins. He shall proclaim this decree in the first week of the jubilee period that follows nine jubilee 

periods.  

 

Then the "Day of Atonement" shall  follow after the tenth jubilee period, when he shall atone for all the 

Sons of Light, and the people who are predestined to Melchizedek. (...) upon them (...) For this is the 

time decreed for the   "Year of Melchizedek`s favor", and by his might he will judge God's holy ones 

and so establish a righteous kingdom, as it is written about him in the Songs of David ; "A godlike being 

has taken his place in  the council of God; in the midst of divine beings he holds judgment"  

 

(Ps. 82;1). Scripture also says about him ; "Over it take your seat in the highest heaven; A divine being 

will judge the peoples" (Ps. 7;7-8) Concerning what scripture says; "How long will you judge unjustly, 

and show partiality with the wicked? Selah" (Ps. 82;2) ,the interpretation applies to Belial and the spirits 

predestined  to him, because all of them have rebelled, turning from God's precepts and so becoming 

utterly wicked. Therefore Melchizedek will thoroughly prosecute the vengeance required by God's 

statutes. Also, he will deliver all the captives from the power of Belial, and from the  power of all   the 

spirits destined to him. Allied with him will be all the "righteous divine beings"(Isa. 61;3).  

 

(The ...) is that whi(ch ...all) the divine beings. The visitation is the Day of Salvation that He has decreed 

through Isaiah the prophet concerning all the captives, inasmuch as Scripture says, "How beautiful upon 

the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who 

announces salvation, who says to Zion "Your divine being reigns"." (Isa. 52;7) This scriptures 
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interpretation : "the mountains" are the prophets, they who were sent to proclaim God's truth and to 

prophesy to all Israel. "The messengers" is the Anointed of the spirit, of whom Daniel spoke; "After the 

sixty-two weeks, an Anointed shall be cut off" (Dan. 9;26)  

The "messenger who brings good news, who announces Salvation" is the one of whom it is written; "to 

proclaim the year of the LORD`s favor, the day of the vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn" 

(Isa. 61;2)  

 

This scripture's interpretation: he is to instruct them about all the periods of history for eternity (... and in 

the statutes) of the truth. (...) (.... dominion) that passes from Belial and returns to the Sons of Light (....) 

(...) by the judgment of God, just as t is written concerning him; "who says to Zion "Your divine being 

reigns" (Isa. 52;7) "Zion" is the congregation of all the sons of righteousness, who uphold the covenant 

and turn from walking in the way of the people. "Your divine being"  is Melchizedek, who will deliver 

them from the  power of Belial. Concerning what scripture says, "Then you shall have the trumpet 

sounded loud; in the seventh month . . . " (Lev. 25;9)   

http://www.gnosis.org/library/commelc.htm 

 

According to this scroll   Melchizedek is an angelic, heavenly warrior who shall lead a heavenly army in 

an epic battle between good and evil. The battle sounds remarkably similar to the Christian teaching of 

the “Battle of Armageddon,” and Melchizedek has the role of “Christ.” 

 

Many Christians have also believed that Melchizedek was a pre-incarnate appearance of “Christ.”   

“Mark the Hermit” of the fifth century, “Theodotus the Banker,” and his sect known as the 

“Melchizedekians” or “Athingani” (whose descendants are the modern day Roma Gypsies) existed in the 

early centuries. These Melchizedekites “regarded Melchizedek as a great heavenly power and as a son 

of God, superior to Jesus (Epiphanius," Hæresis," lv. 1-9; Hippolytus, "Refutatio Hæresium," vii. 36, x. 

20; pseudo-Tertullian, 48; Augustinus, "De Hæresibus," 34; see also Herzog-Hauck, "Real-Encyc." s.v. 

"Monarchianismus").”  

 

Others conclude that Melchizedek was some kind of extra-terrestrial being who has appeared at various 

moments in earth’s history and is taken up by the Gnostics and the New Agers of today as  the “Cosmic 

Christ,” (referred to by John Chrysostom)  or  the “Archiereus Logos.” (Referred to by Philo) In fact, the 

Christian Gnostics considered Melchizedek a savior-god higher than Jesus: "Melchizedek was the 

savior for angels, while Christ was only the savior for men. They regarded Melchizedek as a great 

heavenly power and as one of the Sons of God, probably even superior to Jesus (Epiphanius," 
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Hæresis," lv. 1-9; Hippolytus, "Refutatio Hæresium," vii. 36, x. 20; pseudo-Tertullian, 48; Augustinus, 

"De Hæresibus," 34) 

 

Theodotus the banker (ho trapezites)  added to his master's doctrine the view that Melchisedech was a 

celestial power, who was the advocate for the angels in heaven, as Jesus Christ was for men upon 

earth (a view found among later sects). This teaching was of course grounded on Hebrews, vii, 3, and it 

is refuted at length by St. Epiphanius as Heresy 55, "Melchisedechians", after he has attacked the 

leather-seller under Heresy 54, "Theodotians". …. The sect probably died out about the middle of the 

third century 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10448a.htm   

Catholic Encyclopedia 

 

Melchizedek was much more than an angel or heavenly high priest, he was actually a lesser god 

devoted to the service of his one and only God.  It was Melchizedek who commanded Michael and 

Gabriel in the wars of the heaven leading to the casting out of Satan.  It was Melchizedek who ordained 

Abraham, King David, and even Jesus Christ, into the high priesthood of God.  There is no one higher 

than Melchizedek, the Archangel, the personal high priest of the most high God! 

  

http://www.highpriests.org/otherWritings.htm 

 

New Agers put greater stress on this interpretation of Jesus. 

 

JUSTIN MARTYR (Trypho 33, also 19 and 113) argued that Melchizedek was the uncircumcised high 

priest who blessed the circumcised Abraham; Tertullian (Against the Jews 2) had similar views. These 

were examples of Christian polemic against the Jews.  Theophilus of Antioch (about 190CE) who 

argued that Melchizedek was the first priest of priests, the first of the universal priesthood (Autolycus 

2.31).   Clement of Alexandria has a non-polemical view of Melchizedek's priesthood, (Miscellanies 

2.25), which is also found in the consecration prayers for a bishop in the Apostolic Constitution. These 

are still used in the Coptic Church, citing Melchizedek as one among many Old Testament priests. 

 

PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA.  Melchizedek is mentioned by Philo, the first-century Jewish philosopher of 

Alexandria, in three writings (Legum Allegoriae 3.79-82; De Congressu 89; De Abrahamo 235). He 

treats Melchizedek allegorically. To him Melchizedek as High Priest   represents Logos, the Reason the  

Peaceable King (a pun on the place name Salem in Genesis 14) who rules as a "righteous king" 
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(Melchizedek) over  the totality of Man as an organism. This Reason is opposed to Nous, the tyrant 

Mind, who is the ruler of war (ARXWN POLEMOU).  Nous tempts man into all sorts of passions and evil 

ways.   The Logos acts as a reason toning down the passion thus saving man from excesses on a 

continuous basis. He is not a harsh tyrant but a peaceful convincer. 

 

Philo of Alexandria (Allegorical Interpretation, III.79–82) 

 

79 Melchizedek, too, has God made both king of peace, for that is the meaning of “Salem,” and His own 

priest. He has not fashioned beforehand any deed of his, but produces him to begin with as such a king, 

peaceable and worthy of His own priesthood. For he is entitled “the righteous king,” and a “king” is a 

thing at enmity with a despot, the one being the author of laws, the other of lawlessness. 80 So mind, 

the despot, decrees for both soul and body harsh and hurtful decrees working grievous woes, conduct, I 

mean, such as wickedness prompts, and free indulgence of the passions. But the king in the first place 

resorts to persuasion rather than decrees, and in the next place issues directions such as to enable a 

vessel, the living being I mean, to make life’s journey successfully, piloted by the good pilot, who is right 

principle. 81 Let the despot’s title therefore be ruler of war, the king’s prince of peace, of Salem, and let 

him offer to the soul food full of joy and gladness; for he brings bread and wine, things which the 

Ammonites and Moabites refused to supply … 

 

82 But let Melchizedek instead of water offer wine, and give to souls strong drink, that they may be 

seized by a divine intoxication, more sober than sobriety itself. For he is a priest, even Reason, having 

as his portion Him that is, and all his thoughts of God are high and vast and sublime: for he is priest of 

the Most High… [Loeb] 
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This mosaic shows Melchizedek standing behind an altar symbolically receiving the sacrifices of Abel 

and Abraham.  

Saint Apollonaire in Classe, Ravenna, Italy (sixth century A.D.).  

  

In the Second Book of Jeu, "Zorokothora Melchizedek" is a heavenly priest who presides over a 

heavenly baptism. No trace of influence from Hebrews is found in this text. 

 

The most developed levels of speculation on Melchizedek, also lacking any influence from Hebrews, are 

found in Pistis Sophia, Book 4, in which Melchizedek plays a key role in the process of purifying 

human souls for entry into the "Treasury of Light" and transferring them from the domain of the 

archons, or earthly rulers, to that heavenly region. The younger material in books 1-3 of Pistis Sophia 

develops these ideas further: Melchizedek is a heavenly being who seals the saved souls upon their 

entry into the realm of light. 

 

The church fathers attest to several heterodox ideas associated with Melchizedek.  



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 91 

Hippolytus of Rome (Refutatio 7.35-36) and Epiphanius of Salamis (Panarion 55) are the most important 

witnesses to a group of heretics called Melchizedekians.  

They had a low Christology and exalted Melchizedek as a heavenly power superior to Christ.  

 

Others equated Melchizedek with the Holy Spirit (Panarion 67), and some "even in the true church" 

(i.e., not "heretics") naively regarded Melchizedek as the Son of God (Panarion 55.7.3). The later view 

seems also to have been present among the monasteries of Egypt (Apophthegmata Patrum, in 

Patrologia Graeca 65.160) and was even defended in a treatise on Melchizedek by a fifth-century 

resident of the Judean desert, Mark the Hermit (PG 65.1117-40). Such views were eventually overcome 

by teacher-bishops such as Cyril of Alexandria (PG 65.160). 

Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol. 2, Melchizedek, Ancient Sources 

+++++++++++ 

 
Finally it is interesting to note that Shem means “Name” and Jews whenever they encountered the 

unspeakable name of God substituted with the word “HaShem”  meaning “The Name” denoting “God’s 

name” 

Other probable names for Michael / Melchizedek are  

• Prince of Light (1QM 13.10-11; 1QS 2.20-22; CD 5.17-19) and  

• Prince of His [God's] Truth (1QS 3.24).  

In 4QVisions of Amram (4Q544) there are references to two angels—one good and one evil—who have 

been empowered to rule over human beings. The evil angel goes by three names:  

• Belial, 

• Prince of Darkness and  

• King of Evil (Melchi-resha).  

The good angel also is known by three names,  

• Melchizedek corresponding to Melchi-resha.  

• Michael and  

• Prince of Light.   

The biblical figure of Melchizedek became identified for the Qumran community with God's ruling angel.  
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Melchizedek 

A collection of early Gnostic scripts found in 1945, known as the Nag Hammadi Library, contains a 

tractate pertaining to Melchizedek.  The Melchizedek Tractatei[ Nag Hammadi Codices IX and X, ed. 

Birger A. Pearson (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1981).] is very fragmentary but is written in the first person by 

Gamaliel.from the congregation of the children of Seth There are four references to Jesus Christ by 

name. In these references Jesus is referred to as the “Son of God” and “the commander in chief of the 

luminaries.” Melchizedek is mentioned at least five times and is several times referred to as “the true 

high priest of God, Most High”. The “high priest” is mentioned in many sections of the tractate, but it is 

not always clear whether the reference is to Melchizedek or to Christ. Thus the tractate do not give us 

much insight into any certain  identification between the two.    

Nag Hammadi Codices IX and X 

Translated by Søren Giversen and Birger A. Pearson  

 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God [...] from ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... the aeons, that I might tell all of the aeons, and, in (the case of) each one of the aeons, that I might 
tell the nature of the aeon, what it is, and that I might put on friendship and goodness as a garment, O 
brother, [...] and ...  
... (7 lines unrecoverable) 
... their end [...]. And he will reveal to them the truth [...] in ...  
... (3 lines unrecoverable) 
... proverb(s) ...  
... (lines 26-eop [=end of page], and first 2 lines of next page, unrecoverable) 
... at first in parables and riddles [...] proclaim them. Death will tremble and be angry, not only he 
himself, but also his fellow world-ruling archons, and the principalities and the authorities, the female 
gods and the male gods, together with the archangels. And ...  
... (4 lines unrecoverable) 
... all of them, [...] the world-rulers [...], all of them, and all the [...], and all the [...].  
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They will say [...] concerning him, and concerning [...] and ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... they will [...] hidden mysteries ...  
... (lines 27-eop, and first 2 lines of next page, unrecoverable) 
... out of [...] the All. They will [...] this. The lawyers will bury him quickly. They will call him 'impious 
man', 'lawless', 'impure'. And on the third day, he will rise from the dead ...  
... (lines 12-eop, and first 3 lines of next page, unrecoverable) 
... holy disciples. And the Savior will reveal to them the world that gives life to the All.  

But those in the heavens spoke many words, together with those on the earth, and those under the 
earth. ...  
... (lines 11-eop unrecoverable) 

... which will happen in his name. 

Furthermore, 
 they will say of him that he is unbegotten, though he has been begotten,  
(that) he does not eat, even though he eats,  
(that) he does not drink, even though he drinks,  
(that) he is uncircumcised, though he has been circumcised,  
(that) he is unfleshly, though he has come in the flesh,  
(that) he did not come to suffering, <though> he came to suffering,  
(that) he did not rise from the dead, <though> he arose from the dead.  

But all the tribes and all the peoples will speak the truth who are receiving from you yourself,  
O Melchizedek, Holy One, High-Priest, the perfect hope and the gifts of life.  

I am Gamaliel, who was sent to [...] the congregation of the children of Seth, who are above thousands 
of thousands, and myriads of myriads, of the aeons [...] essence of the aeons,  

aba[...] aiai ababa. O divine [...] of the [...] nature [...]!  
O Mother of the aeons, Barbelo!  
O first-born of the aeons, splendid Doxomedon Dom[...]!  
O glorious one, Jesus Christ! O chief commanders of the luminaries,  
 

you powers Armozel, Oroiael, Daveithe, Eleleth, and you man-of-light, immortal aeon Pigera-Adamas, 
and you good god of the beneficent worlds, Mirocheirothetou, through Jesus Christ, the Son of God! 
This is the one whom I proclaim, inasmuch as there has visited the One who truly exists, among those 
who exist [...] do(es) not exist, Abel Baruch - that you (sg.) might be given the knowledge of the truth 
[...], that he is from the race of the High-priest, which is above thousands of thousands, and 
myriads of myriads, of the aeons. The adverse spirits are ignorant of him, and (of) their (own) 
destruction. Not only (that, but) I have come to reveal to you the truth, which is within the brethren. He 
included himself in the living offering, together with your offspring. He offered them up as an offering to 
the All. For it is not cattle that you will offer up for sin(s) of unbelief, and for the ignorances, and (for) all 
the wicked deeds which they will do [...]. And they do not reach the Father of the All [...] the faith ...  
... (20 lines unrecoverable) 

For the waters which are above [...] that receive baptism [...]. But receive that baptism which is with the 
water which [...], while he is coming ...  
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... (3 lines unrecoverable) 

... baptism as they ...  

... (18 lines unrecoverable) 

... pray for the offspring of the archons and all the angels, together with the seed <which> flowed forth 
from the Father of the All [...] the entire [...] from [...] there were engendered the gods and the angels, 
and the men [...] out of the seed, all of the natures, those in the heavens and those upon the earth and 
those under the earth ...  
... (14 lines unrecoverable) 
... nature of the females [...], among those that are in the [...]. They were bound with [...] But this is not 
(the) true Adam nor (the) true Eve.  

For when they ate of the tree of knowledge, they trampled the Cherubim and the Seraphim with the 
flaming sword. They [...], which was Adam's, [...] the world-rulers, and [...] them out [...] after they had 
brought forth [...] offspring of the archons and their worldly things, these belonging to ...  
... (13 lines unrecoverable) 
... light [...]. And the females and the males, those who exist with [...] hidden from every nature, and they 
will renounce the archons [...] who receive from him the [...]. For they are worthy of [...] immortal, and 
great [...], and great [...], and great [...] sons of men [...] disciples [...] image, and [...] from the light [...] 
which is holy. For [...] from the beginning [...] a seed ...  
... (lines 13-eop unrecoverable) 

But I will be silent [...], for we are the brethren who came down from the living [...]. They will [...] upon the 
...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... of Adam, [...], Abel, Enoch, Noah, [...] you, Melchizedek, the Priest of God Most High, [...] those 
who [...] women ...  
... (lines 14-eop unrecoverable) 
... these two who have been chosen will at no time nor in any place will they be convicted, whenever 
they have been begotten, by their enemies, by their friends, nor by strangers, nor their (own) kin, (nor) 
by the impious, nor the pious. All of the adverse natures will [...] them, whether those that are manifest, 
or those that are not manifest, together with those that dwell in the heavens, and those that are upon 
the earth, and those that are under the earth. They will make war [...] every one. For [...], whether in the 
...  
... (3 lines unrecoverable) 
... many ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
And these in the [...] every one will [...]. These will [...] with every blow [...] weaknesses. These will be 
confined in other forms, and will be punished. These the Savior will take them away, and they will 
overcome everything, not with their mouths and words, but by means of the [...], which will be done for 
them. He will destroy Death.  

These things which I was commanded to reveal, these things reveal as I (have done). But that which is 
hidden, do not reveal to anyone, unless it is revealed to you (to do so)."  

And immediately, I arose, I, Melchizedek, and I began to [...] God [...] that I should rejoice ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... while he is acting [...] living [...] I said, "I ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... and I will not cease, from now on, forever, O Father of the All, because you have had pity on men, 
and you have sent the angel of light [...] from your aeons [...] to reveal [...]. When he came, he caused 
me to be raised up from ignorance, and (from) the fructification of death to life. For I have a name: I am 
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Melchizedek, the Priest of God Most High; I know that it is I who am truly the image of the true 
High-Priest of God Most High, and [...] the world. For it is not a small thing that God [...] with [...] 
while he [...]. And [...] the angels that dwell upon the earth ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... is the sacrifice of [...], whom Death deceived. When he died, he bound them with the natures which 
are leading them astray. Yet he offered up offerings [...] cattle, saying, "I gave them to Death, and the 
angels, and the [...] demons [...] living offering [...]. I have offered up myself to you as an offering, 
together with those that are mine, to you yourself, (O) Father of the All, and those whom you love, who 
have come forth from you who are holy (and) living. And <according to> the perfect laws, I shall 
pronounce my name as I receive baptism now (and) forever, (as a name) among the living (and) holy 
names, and (now) in the waters. Amen."  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, O Father of the All, who truly exists, [...] do(es) not exist, 
Abel Baruch [...], for ever and ever, Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, Mother of the aeons, Barbelo, for ever and ever, Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, First-born of the aeons, Doxomedon [...], for ever and ever, 
Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... for ever and ever, Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... first aeon, Harmozel, for ever and ever, Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, commander, luminary of the aeons, Oriael, for ever and ever, 
Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, commander of the aeons, man-of-light, Daveithe, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, commander-in-chief, Eleleth ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... the aeons ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... for ever and ever, Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, good god of the beneficent words, ... Mirocheirothetou, for 
ever and ever, Amen.  

Holy are you, Holy are you, Holy are you, Commander-in-chief of the All, Jesus Christ, for ever and 
ever, Amen.  

... (1 line unrecoverable) 

... blessed [...] confession. And [...] confess him [...] now [...], then it becomes [...] fear and [...], fear and 
[...] disturb [...] surrounding them [...], in the place which has a great darkness in it, and many [...] appear 
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[...] there [...] appear ...  
... (lines 23-eop unrecoverable) 
And [...] they were clothed with [...] all, and ...  
... (6 lines unrecoverable) 
... disturbances. They gave [...] their words [...], and they said to me, "[...], Melchizedek, Priest of God 
Most High," [...] they spoke as though [...] their mouths [...] in the All ...  
... (7 lines unrecoverable) 
... lead astray ...  
... (lines 25-eop unrecoverable) 
... with his [...] worship, and [...] faith, and [...] his prayers, and ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... those that are his [...] first ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... They did not care that the priesthood which you perform, which is from ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... in the counsels of [...] Satan [...], the sacrifice [...] his doctrines ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... of this aeon ...  
... (4 lines unrecoverable) 
... which exist(s) in [...], lead(s) astray ...  
... (lines 27-eop unrecoverable) 
... and some ...  
... (2 lines unrecoverable) 
... he gave them to ...  
... (1 line unrecoverable) 
... and thirteen ...  
... (lines 7-eop unrecoverable) 

... throw him [...], in order that you might ...  

... (1 line unrecoverable) 

... for immediately, [...], by means of [...] on the ground. The ...  

... (lines 7-eop unrecoverable) 

(pp.23-24 of the codex are almost completely missing)  

... men. And [...] you (pl.) struck me, [...] you threw me, [...] corpse. And you crucified me from the third 
hour of the Sabbath-eve until the ninth hour. And after these things, I arose from the dead, [...] came out 
of [...] into me, [...] my eyes saw [...], they did not find anyone ...  
... (lines 13-eop unrecoverable) 

... greeted me [...]. They said to me, "Be strong, O Melchizedek, great High-priest of God Most High, for 
the archons, who are your enemies, made war; (but) you have prevailed over them, and they did not 
prevail over you, and you endured, and you destroyed your enemies. [...] of their [...] will rest in any [...] 
which is living (and) holy [...] those that exalted themselves against him in [...] flesh ...  
... (lines 15-eop unrecoverable) 

"... with offerings, working on that which is good, fasting with fasts. These revelations, do not reveal to 
anyone in the flesh, since they are incorporeal, unless it is revealed to you (to do so)."  
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When the brethren who belong to the generations of life had said these things, they were taken up to 
(the regions) above all the heavens. Amen.  
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CHAPTER NINE 
 

 Characteristics of Melchizedek 
 
As we read the book of Hebrews we have a large number of superlative adjectives and characteristic for 

Melchizedek which needs to be addressed to understand the person of Melchizedek 

1. King of Salem  

2. Priest of the Most High God  

3. King of Righteousness  

4. King of Peace  

5. Without father, without mother  

6. Without genealogy 

7. Without beginning of days  

8. Without end of life  

9. Made like unto the Son of man  

10. Abide as a Priest continually  

11. Greater than Abraham  

12. He lives  

13. The Levitical priesthood paid tithes to Melchizedek , indirectly in the loins of Abraham  

14. After the power of an endless life  

15. Abide as a Priest Forever  

“Without father, without mother, without genealogy” (Heb.7:3). 

 

What do we make of this statement in Heb 7? 

 

– Origen, an ancient writer (A.D. 185-253) imagined that Melchizedek was an angel. 

– Hierakas, toward the end of the 3rd century A.D., thought that he was a temporary incarnation 

of the Holy Spirit.  
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– Some even have suggested that he was the pre-incarnate Logos (Christ, as depicted in John 

1:1,14)—a concept contradicted by Hebrews 7:3, which notes that the king was merely “like 

unto” the Son of God and Heb 7:6 specifies Melchizedek  as  “this man who has not their 

genealogy” 

– Archaeology gives another insight into this statement viz. Melchizedek received his kingship or 

his priesthood  by virtue of his heritage. He was ordained by God Himself.  Genesis 14:18 in 

fact stipulates this. 

 

Archaeology has shed light on the enigmatic expression “without father, without mother, etc.” A.H. 

Sayce, who served as Professor of Assyriology at Oxford, called attention to an inscription from the 

famous Tell el-Amarna tablets (discovered in 1887 in Egypt). These tablets describe the conditions of 

Syria and Palestine about 1400-1360 B.C. 

 

 “Several of the Tell el-Amarna tablets are letters written to the Pharaoh by Ebed-tob . . . the king of Uru-

Salim [Jerusalem], who begs for help against his enemies. He tells the Pharaoh that he was not like the 

other Egyptian governors in Palestine, nor had he received his crown by inheritance from his father or 

mother; it had been conferred on him by ‘the Mighty King’” (p. 335). 

 

So, observing the similarity of language, we conclude that Melchizedek’s kingship-priesthood had not 

been genealogically derived. He had received his commission directly from God Himself – indeed as the 

Scriptures affirm: he was an appointment “of God Most High” (Gen. 14:18).  

 

 

If Melchizedek literally had no father or mother, then we will have various problems to face.   The only 

person he could have been was God Himself; He is the only person with no beginning (I Tim.6:16; 

Ps.90:2). But this is vetoed practically by Heb.7:4: "Consider how great this man was", indicating that 

Melchizedek was a man.  He was seen by men, which imply that he has come in flesh or in human form.  

He offered sacrifices to God.    He was a King of a city and was a priest to a people.  He was an 

incarnation in human form. He could have been a human incarnation of Jesus himself.   If he is called a 

man, then he must have had literal parents. Like Jesus he could have had a mother in the incarnation 

even if he did not have a father.  In that case why did he leave the earth without the great sacrifice on 

the cross for the whole mankind?  What did he do with his human body?  If he simply ascended into 

heaven and still remain as a priest for ever, then we have two High Priests in heaven – Jesus and 

Melchizedek.  Probably Melkizedek was the incarnation of Holy Spirit.  Then he was not “like the Son of 
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God”.  Taking these characteristics in the literal sense will only put us deeper into lot of contradictions.  

So we need to look into other possibilities of explanations. 

 

His being "without father, without mother, without descent" must therefore refer to the fact that his 

pedigree and parents are not recorded.  This is a style of writing which is not common to us in this 

century but was easily understood by the people of the first century. 

 

Queen Esther's parents are not recorded, and so her background is described in a similar way. 

Mordecai "brought up...Esther, his uncle's daughter: for she had neither father nor mother...whom 

Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, took for his own daughter" (Esther 2:7). 

 

Does this mean Esther did not have a father or mother?  The sentence goes on to explain the meaning. 

 

The expression was used, not to indicate eternality, but to express the idea that an individual did not 

have a recorded genealogy, or to indicate an obscure genealogy.  Adam Clarke gives such examples 

from actual historical documents of the day. Here are two such documents: 

 

Here are two other contemporary  documents which gives the same sense: 

 

Senceca, in his 108th epistle, speaking of some of the Roman kings, says: "Of the mother of Servius 

Tullus there are doubts; and Ancus Marcus is said to have no father." 

 

Titus Livius, speaking of Servius, says he was born of a slave, named Cornicularia,..., of no father. 

 

This type of wording was common in the days of the writing of the book of Hebrews and did not indicate 

the idea of eternality, but rather lack of knowledge, or obscurity about one's genealogy. The phrase 

"without descent" is translated from the Greek word agenealogetos. This word does not mean the 

absence of ancestors, but the absence of a traced genealogy. According to Adam Clarke, the word 

means "a generation, a descent, a pedigree, not absolutely, but rehearsed, described, recorded." The 

base of agenealogetos is genealogetos. The "a" before the word changes the word into its negative, or 

opposite meaning, portraying the idea of "without." "Genealogetos is he whose stock is entered on 

record. And so, on the contrary, agenealogetos is not he who has no descent, no genealogy, but he 

whose descent and pedigree is nowhere entered, recorded, reckoned up."  
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Without "beginning of days" and "end of life" 

 

Again the literal interpretation will simply lead to similar consternations.  What is this referring to?  

Melchizedek or to the order of Melkizedekian Priesthood?  Melchizedek’s administration was without 

"beginning of days" and "end of life" (7:3b). Again, this does not refer to Melchizedek, but to his 

Priesthood.  The meaning is that his priesthood was not for a fixed term (as in the case of the Levitical 

priests). Under the Old Testament regime, priests began their service at the age of 30, and the Levites 

served from age 30 to 50 (cf. Num. 4:3ff; 8:24-25). Many Scriptures in the Old Testament, such as 

Nehemiah 7:63-64, Leviticus 21:17 and Ezekiel 44:22 declare that Jewish priests had to establish their 

genealogy in order to qualify for the ministry of the priesthood.  Unlike these Old Testament priests, 

Melchizedek neither became a priest by the benefit of heredity nor handed the office to a future relative.  

 

To the Jews, a traceable genealogy was of utmost importance, especially for the priesthood. If one 

could not prove his lineage, he was barred from being a priest (Nehemiah 7:64). The Jews were 

reasoning: 'You Christians tell us that this Jesus can now be our high priest, offering our prayers and 

perform mediation to God. But a priest has to have a known genealogy, proving he is from the tribe of 

Levi. But this Jesus was from the tribe of Judah (Heb.7:14).’ To which Paul is replying: 'But remember 

Melchizedek.  He was a High Priest of the God Most High.  He did not have any genealogy; nor was he 

a Levite to claim Aaronic Priesthood.  The priesthood of Jesus is after the pattern of Melchizedek 

(Heb.5:6 cp. Ps.110:4). Even Abraham was inferior to Melchizedek. 

 

You Are A Priest Forever 

 

(1) The word, “Forever” in this verse carries with it both reaching into the “long ago” as well as the “yet 

to come.” It is a perpetual priesthood, without beginning and without ending.  This is a significant aspect 

of this verse in that it indicates that there exists a priesthood of the Lord that predates the Levitical, and 

continues concurrent with the Levitical order of priest, while remaining distinct from it.  . 

 

(2) The eternal nature, here refers, grammatically, to the person “You,” (the antecedent of which is not 

defined in this passage) but also by association must either refer to the priesthood to which the “You” is 

linked, or the man called Melchizedek, himself. 

 

For Melchizedek to be a “priest forever” necessitates his own eternal nature. God alone is truly eternal, 

either Melchizedek was God Himself.  So people have been proposing that Melchizedek was the 
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incarnation of either the second or the third person in the trinity.  Otherwise we must understand the 

“eternal nature” to refer to the “religious order” and not Melchizedek as a person.    
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 CHAPTER TEN 
 

Melchizedek, Christ, Eternal Priesthood 
 

There are two groups: Those who say No and those who say yes.  What is the logic in both? 

 

Jesus was not Melchizedek 

 

That Melchizedek was not the same person as Jesus is evident in that he is said to be "like unto" the 

Son of God (Heb. 7:3c). The participle aphomoioo denotes a comparison (e.g., a "copy" or "facsimile" - 

J.H. Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon, Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark, 1958, pp. 89-90). The term becomes 

irrelevant if the two persons were the same in identity. 

 

A distinction between Christ and Melchizedek is vividly seen in Psalm 110, where Jehovah addresses 

David’s "Lord" (Jesus) in the second person, while the reference to Melchizedek is in the third person (v. 

4). [Note: See Matthew 22:42-44 for Jesus’ application of this psalm to himself.] 

 

If we accept this argument we need to justify the statements about “without father and mother without 

descent” and without “beginning and end” as we have indicated earlier. 

 

 

Holy Spirit was Melchizedek 

1. King of Salem  

2. Priest of the Most High God  

3. King of Righteousness  

4. King of Peace  

5. Without father, without mother  

6. Without genealogy 
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7. Without beginning of days  

8. Without end of life  

9. Made like unto the Son of man  

10. Abide as a Priest continually  

11. Greater than Abraham  

12. He lives  

13. The Levitical priesthood paid tithes to Melchizedek , indirectly in the loins of Abraham  

14. After the power of an endless life  

If all these characteristics are to be fulfilled, it can only be only be one of the trinity. Melchizedek was 

Priest of the Most High God [God the Father]; therefore Melchizedek was not God the Father.  In a 

sense the second person is called Son and therefore has a father and mother – the Father and Holy 

Spirit.  Holy Spirit is female gender in Aramaic and the Old Testament Sophia (Wisdom) is represented 

as female in Proverbs. 

He could be the Holy Spirit.   Melchizedek was the Third Person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, 

appearing in human form to Abraham in that dispensation, just as Jesus, the Second Person of the 

Godhead, also appeared in human form, or in the form of an Angel, to Abraham and to the people of the 

Old Testament dispensation as well. However Melchizedek was not just a messenger to Abraham but 

was also a resident King of Salem. If we assume that the Holy Spirit incarnated in Melchizedek all 

conditions are met, though it is difficult to assume that Holy Spirit need an incarnation.  The usual 

concept is that Holy Spirit indwells in the Temple of God which is the human body.   That is what Holy 

Spirit does in the New Testament Dispensation.  This will therefore lead to the concept of Holy Spirit 

taking control of a saintly willing person - a Prophet and a Priest - and dwell among a people whom he 

instructs and leads in worship.  The Holy Ghost is a Person really distinct as such from the Father and 

the Son; He/She is God and consubstantial with the Father and the Son. He is the Spirit of God, and at 

the same time the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9); because He is in God, He knows the deepest mysteries 

of God (I Corinthians 2:10-11), and He possesses all knowledge. "The Spirit helps us in our weakness,” 

Paul says, "for we do not know how to pray as we ought..." (Romans 8, 26) There is also the strong 

relation between worship and the Holy Spirit.  Without the action of the Spirit connecting us with Christ, 

who absorbs and perfects our worship and presents it to God on our behalf, all of our prayer and praise 

and worship would be unworthy and sinful.  Our worship is made holy by Christ in the Spirit. Thus, 

worship must be understood as the appropriate relationship between creature and Creator, a 

relationship directed towards the Father through the Son, who worships perfectly, in the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  Thus the Holy Spirit is the true High Priest. 
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Jesus was Melchizedek 

The other alternative is: Melchizedek is Jesus.  Who else can be like unto a Son? Although angels are 

“without father, without mother” - and “without descent or genealogy” - yet they cannot be said to be 

“without beginning of days”. He is a divine appearance and a prophetic foreshadowing of the Christ. 

Melchizedek is then the pre-existent Christ, before incarnation.  Because Melchizedek is the Son of 

God, he is "a priest perpetually." Christ's priesthood is a continuation of, the priesthood of Melchizedek.  

We are not faced with two priests here, but only one. Christ’s priesthood is well attested.   

There are indications that Jesus met Abraham. This is indicated in the verse, “Before Abraham 

was, I Am" (John 8:58).    

Every priest taken from among men is ordained to serve on behalf of men in things pertaining to God so 

that he may offer gifts and sacrifices for sin. No one takes this honor to himself; he must be called of 

God, as Aaron was (Hebrews 5:1, 4). So also, Christ did not glorify Himself to be made a high priest, but 

He who said to Him, "You are My Son, today I have begotten You" said also in another place, "You are 

a priest forever, after the order  of Melchizedek" (Hebrews 5:5).  

 

The argument against it is this.  If so, was Melchizedek a man?  How do we define man?  Hebrews 

7:15, 16 reads, "And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 

who has become such, not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of 

an indestructible life." Now, because it is according to the power of an indestructible life, it is witnessed 

of Him that He is a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 7:17). Thus Melchizedek 

entered into the history as a man (in flesh or out of flesh) and ruled in Salem and disappeared.  Again, 

the priesthood of Christ is the extension, and the New Testament realization, of the priesthood of 

Melchizedek. That is the only way we may understand Christ's priesthood as being "according to the 

order of Melchizedek."   

 

If Christ and Melchizedek are one and the same, we are faced with the implications that Christ 

appeared to Abram in Genesis 14; and he was the King of Jerusalem where he had followers and a 

Christian Church existed even in the day of Abram, although not referred to in our Scriptures. This pre-

incarnate Jesus actually used bread and wine as offering even before the crucifixion. Was there 

salvation without cross?  Did he enter the holy of holies without blood? 
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The caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found yielded a series of thirteen fragments on 

Melchizedek. (I have quoted one scroll earlier in full.)  From these, it appears the belief that Melchizedek 

was the Messiah was a strongly held conviction among the Qumran community, as well as among some 

other Jewish and Gnostic sects in the first century A.D. 

 

In the MELCHIZEDEK TRACTATE (NHC IX 1) found in the Coptic Gnostic Library of Nag Hammadi, 

which  explicitly rejects the  docetic interpretation of Jesus (IX 1, 5.1-10) focuses on apocalyptic  

eschatology (IX 1, 26). Here Melchizedek is presented as an Exalted Patriarch, an Archangel, the 

Divine Warrior and Eschatological High Priest and it is he who enacts the Consummation Pattern.  Then 

Melchizedek and Jesus Christ are identified. 

 

If Melchizedek was indeed not Christ, How can he be an Eternal Priest? 

 

Then either there exist two eternal priests, Christ and Melchizedek or we have two mediators and there 

are two ways of approach to God - one without blood and the other with blood.  The whole atonement 

argument of the New Testament will be then void. Hence the only possible explanation is that the 

eternal order refers to the priesthood office and not to the person. There exists an order by which Jesus 

the first born of them automatically become a priest.  What is this order? 

 

 The Christian Gnostics considered Melchizedek a savior-god higher than Jesus: "Melchizedek was the 

savior for angels, while Christ was only the savior for men."   

 

But there is a solution to this problem in terms of the Sonship  

 

What is this eternal order of Melchizedek?   

 

Exo 19:5  Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own 

possession among all peoples; for all the earth is mine,  

Exo 19:6  and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words which 

you shall speak to the children of Israel."  

 

1Pe 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may 

declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
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The existence of a priest necessitates the existence of a religion or religious order.  Priesthood has as a 

central duty - the offering of gifts and sacrifices for sin. This is a piece of information that must lead us to 

begin considering that Melchizedek had a “religion” and belonged to a religious “order” prior even to 

Abram.  This religion evidently worshipped and had the revelation of YHVH.  This will be satisfied with 

equating Shem with Melchizedek as we discussed earlier.  

 

 The Bible says that every priest is appointed on behalf of men to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

(Heb.5.1) Under the eternal priesthood of Christ, there has only been one true sacrifice for sins, and that 

was the sacrifice of Christ, Himself, on behalf of mankind throughout all ages. There is no other way to 

the Father. There is no other sacrifice for sins. If there were, Christ died in vain. Somehow, then, this 

must have been part of the religious order of Christ even in times prior to His actual death and 

resurrection.   

(http://www.melchizedek.com/melchizedeq/melqshort.htm ) Since this has not happened 

Melchizedekian religion looked forward to this in a way and was far superior to the Hebrew revealed 

religion, worship and rituals.  We know that this ritual included the communion using bread and wine.  

We do not know whether it involved animal sacrifice. 

 

The Order of Melchizedek becomes, therefore, synonymous with “sonship” under God. Sonship is 

offered to man as well.  

 

John 1.12 says that “as many as received Him, to them gave He the power to become sons of God, 

even to those who believe on His name.” 

 

Salvation is described in terms of being “adopted as sons through Christ,” (Ephesians 1.5). Once 

adopted as sons, believers are described as a “royal priesthood,” (1 Peter 2.9). Therefore, in the same 

way that Christ was made a priest through Sonship, so also is mankind made priests through adoption 

into sonship through Christ. 

 

The writer of Hebrews describes Christ as having been perfected in conformity with the Order of 

Melchizedek. The perfection of Christ is described as part of the Order of Melchizedek. This perfection 

is described in 1 John 3.2 where it says “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared 

as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see 

Him just as He is.” Thus the writer of Hebrews describes Christ as author of eternal salvation in 

conformity with the Order of Melchizedek. 
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Even in the original Israelic thought all first born of every family was considered a priest.  They 

were in fact redeemed against the Levites.  

  

Num 3:12  "Behold, I have taken the Levites from among the people of Israel instead of every 

first-born that opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be mine,  

 

Num 3:13  for all the first-born are mine; on the day that I slew all the first-born in the land of 

Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the first-born in Israel, both of man and of beast; they shall 

be mine: I am the LORD." 

 

Num 3:41  And you shall take the Levites for me--I am the LORD--instead of all the first-born 

among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstlings among the 

cattle of the people of Israel."  

 

Thus the system of priesthood based on lineage and heritage came as a result of the failure of 

Israel to give the first born as priests and to a much earlier understanding where everyone was 

supposed to be part of the Kingdom of God in communion with God.  When that failed, there 

came the new Levitical order.  This priesthood continued only as long as the old order is 

brought in. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
 

Pre-Israelic Revelations 
 

Discarding the possibility of Shem as Melchizedek and Melchizedek as an earlier appearance of Jesus 

who stayed with his People as their King and Priest we have another historical possibility which will tally 

with the concept of indwelling of Holy Spirit and Sonship.  The very existence of Melchizedek before 

Abraham brings up an interesting situation.  Melchizedek was the King of Jerusalem and also the High 

Priest to ‘El Elyon’ which means “Most High God” which indeed was a god of the Hittites and 

Canaanites of the period of Abraham.  This Most High God is evidently identified with YHVH. The 

recognition that Parameshwara was indeed the Most High God is significant. The fact that Melchizedek 

was the King of Jerusalem, and also the High Priest of Most High God, it is evident that the worship of 

God did exist before the revelation of God through Abraham and to the Israel. This pre-Abrahamic 

revelation of God through people who were non-Abrahamic is seen elsewhere in the Holy Scriptures. 

 

Amos 9:7 reads: "Are you not like the Sudanese to me, O people of Israel?', says the Lord. Did I not 

bring up Israel from the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir?'  

 

The important point here to note is the reversal of comparison. Lord is not saying 'O people of Sudan 

are you not to me like the People of Israel?’ Instead God is speaking to Israel and saying they are to 

him like the people of the Sudan, Egypt and Philistines, indicating that Sudanese, Egyptians and 

Philistines were the people of God before Israel was chosen. It also indicates that the Philistines and the 

Syrians were brought to the Promised Land from somewhere else, just as Israel was brought out from 

Egypt and given the land.  This area is the Fertile Crescent where we see all these three nations. The 

Philistines were called out of Caphtor and Syrians were called out of Kir by God and brought to the land 

of Canaan.  They were there when Abraham arrived there.  Is it any wonder that there were a called out 

people and a Priest of the Most High God filled with the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem? 

 

The Bible clearly states that God chose people for three specific purposes: First they are to be a 

kingdom of Priests to the nations so that they may declare to the rest of the world the greatness of God. 
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 Ex.19:5,6  'If you will obey my voice and keep my Covenant, you shall be my own possession among 

all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'  .  

 

Notice in this promise, everyone in the nation was supposed to be a priest and a King.   But this was 

conditional – that they obey God’s voice and keep his Covenant.  

 

 Secondly they were to guard the word of God. 

 

Rom 3:1-3  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?  Much in every 

way. To begin with, the Jews are entrusted with the oracles of God.  What if some were unfaithful 

 

This of course is the major part of the Priesthood.  Without the Oracles, there would be no declaration of 

redemption.   

 

Thirdly they were to bring forth the Word of God in Flesh, i.e. they were to produce Jesus.  Israel was 

rejected by God in carrying on as a special people as they failed to act as missionaries and they failed 

to accept their messiahs. Is it not then reasonable to assume, that God might have called other people, 

and must have rejected them for some reason or other because of their failure?  If so Amos' list gives 

these nations which includes Sudan followed by Philistines and Syrians. 

 

 We do have evidence to show that Philistines were God's chosen people. Philistines, sons of Egypt, 

son of Ham, son of Noah were called out of Caphtor (See 1Chr.1:12, Deu.2:23, Jar. 47:4, Amo.9:7, 

Gen.10:14) a wreath shaped island in Africa.  

 

Among the Philistines we see Goliath and four of his brothers who are the children of Anak, who 

occupied Canaan for it was given to them. God brought them out of Caphtor and gave them Canaan, 

the Promised Land if we accept Amos. They gave the name Palestine to that place as is known even 

today.  Bible however gives the god of Philistines as Dagon the fish-god while they were a mountain 

people at that time. How did this come about?  Philistine tribal memory went on to remember the great 

leading of God in bringing them over the ocean. Did God dry up the ocean for them? Or did he provide 

fishes to carry them across? With a mighty hand God led them into the Promised Land. Just as Israel 

was brought out of Egypt through the Red Sea by making a way through the waters.  Israel’s God is a 

mountain God; Philistines' God was a sea God even though they were a mountain people when we 

meet them in Canaan.  The Fish God was a tribal memory celebrating their migration over the sea to 
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Canaan.  Some people think that the scales of the Fish in their god are the structure of corn and they 

are to be interpreted as a corn god.  But the fish tail is still there.  Evidently the sea people became the 

agricultural people in Canaan – which came to be known as Palestine.   

 

 

               

 

  

Dagon - the god of the Philistine                   Miter 

 

Dagon's temples were in Philistine for about 2000 years, although Baal took over in most parts of the 

Middle East. Dagon is one of the really old gods. The Ras Shamra texts describe Dagon as coequal 

with El, who is the most ancient and senior of all the Semitic gods. Dagon's temple at Ashdod existed 

right up until the time of the Hasmoneans   Dagon was portrayed half man and half fish. After entering 

the Canaan Dagon became the god of agriculture and fertility. Fish symbolism of Dagon is still with us in 

the miter of Popes and Metropolitans. 

 

Note also that Philistines, sons of Anak, were children of the sons of God as mentioned in Gen.6 and 

referred to in Num.13:33. God called these Hamites out of Caphtor in Africa and brought them and gave 

them the Promised Land and they ruled from the capital of Jerusalem'. Thus Abraham meets with the 

King of Jerusalem, Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18, 19) who was the ultimate product of the Philistine culture. 

He was the priest of the Most High God. He is described in Heb.7 as one 'resembling the Son of God', 

i.e. resembling Jesus. Each culture could produce what it can. In the meeting of Melchizedek with 

Abraham, Melchizedek blessed Abraham and handed over the election to him. Then on we see the 

decline of the Philistines, a falling away from the understanding of the Most High God. We don’t know 

when Philistines lost control of Jerusalem.  But soon after Abraham the control of Jerusalem went to 

Jebusites. At the time of conquest of Canaan the city was also called Jebus.  Abimelech, was not the 

King of Salem but he was the King of Gerar another Philistine Kingdom probably.  This King of 
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Philistines certainly showed a deep understanding of God. He even had visions of God and was very 

sensitive to God's leadings. (see Gen.20,21,26).  The prophet of God still prevailed in the land of the 

Philistines and we meet a famous Balaam (Num. 22-23).  Otherwise we will find it very difficult to explain 

the presence of Balaam. The God who came to Balaam was none other than Elohim Himself. As the 

Israelites entered Palestine the King of Jerusalem was Adoni-zedek (Jos. 10). Evidently he was a 

predecessor of Melchi-zedek. But even though his name includes Adoni, he does not know Adoni.   

Melkizedek means King of Justice, while Adonizedec means God of Justice.  But he showed no real 

understanding of Adoni at all. The city of Jerusalem was lost to the Philistines and they were in the 

hands of Jebusites, the hill people of that time. These probably were a mixed nation out of all those who 

were in that territory. (Adonizedek was like Herod in Judah.)  From them David wrenched out 

Jerusalem.  

 

Thus evidently God called Philistines.  There existed a thriving Community of God with a Priest-King 

one like the son of God in Jerusalem. Melchizedek was indeed a great prophet filled with the Holy Spirit 

and the exquisite flower of that called out nation.  For some reason, which we can only conjecture, God 

rejected the nation.  

 

God then must have called other people before them as Amos claims. The first call must have been 

Sudan, but they were able to produce only a Lopede, whom they rejected and God rejected the nation. 

What was their corruption? We can only guess. Was it the fall into ancestral worship?  

 

Historical evidence indicates that the Southern Sudanese tribes were once occupying the Northern 

provinces and were pushed back. Probably God led them across Nile into the Southern provinces, 

which flows with 'milk and honey', and is an agricultural land similar in all respects to Palestine. Mawut 

says, 'The Dinka have experience similar to the Jewish crossing of the Red Sea. Stories connected with 

their migration from the east of the Nile to the west mention such events ...... In a story of Western Dinka 

migration from the eastern bank to western bank of the Bahr el Jebel to Bahr El . Ghazal, a leader of a 

pursued people , Ajing, prayed to God at Lake Shambe that the water should part to make way for his 

people to cross. God heard his prayers and made the water part, after which the Dinkas crossed 

through a dry river bed to the west.' (see Lienhardt)  

 

 

 

 

 



THE MYSTERY OF MELKIZEDEK:  M. M. NINAN  

 

 113 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 An image of Melchizedek painted onto the altar side near the Royal Doors at Libotin wooden church, 

Maramureş County, Romania 
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Appendix I 

Some References 

 

Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary says the following about Melchizedek:  

A king of Salem (Jerusalem) and priest of the Most High God (Gen. 14:18-20; Ps. 110:4; Heb. 

5:6-11; 6:20-7:28). Melchizedek's appearance and disappearance in the Book of Genesis are 

somewhat mysterious. Melchizedek and Abraham first met after Abraham's defeat of 

Chedorlaomer and his three allies. Melchizedek presented bread and wine to Abraham and his 

weary men, demonstrating friendship and religious kinship. He bestowed a blessing on 

Abraham in the name of El Elyon ("God Most High"), and praised God for giving Abraham a 

victory in battle (Gen. 14:18-20).  

Abraham presented Melchizedek with a tithe (a tenth) of all the booty he had gathered. By this 

act Abraham indicated that he recognized Melchizedek as a fellow-worshiper of the one true 

God as well as a priest who ranked higher spiritually than himself. Melchizedek's existence 

shows that there were people other than Abraham and his family who served the true God.  

 

In Psalm 110, a messianic psalm written by David (Matt. 22:43), Melchizedek is seen as a type 

of Christ. This theme is repeated in the Book of Hebrews, where both Melchizedek and Christ 

are considered kings of righteousness and peace. By citing Melchizedek and his unique 

priesthood as a type, the writer shows that Christ's new priesthood is superior to the old 

Levitical order and the priesthood of Aaron (Heb. 7:1-10; Melchisedec, KJV). Attempts have 

been made to identify Melchizedek as . . . an angel, the Holy Spirit, Christ, and others. All are 

the products of speculation, not historical fact; and it is impossible to reconcile them with the 

theological argument of Hebrews. Melchizedek was a real, historical king-priest who served 

as a type for the greater King-Priest who was to come, Jesus Christ (p. 819). 

 

The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary gives this interpretation of the seventh chapter of Hebrews:  

Within the interpretation of Ps. 110 that occupies much of the epistle to the Hebrews, Heb. 7 builds on 

Gen. 14:18-20. Abraham's acknowledgment of the legitimacy of Melchizedek's priesthood becomes an 

argument for the priority of that priesthood over the "descendants of Levi" (vv. 4-10). The messianic 
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ruler of Ps. 110 is, therefore, a priest of a line prior to the levitical priesthood ("after the order of 

Melchizedek"; Heb. 7:11-19; KJV "Melchisedec"; cf. 5:6, 10; 6:20). That the narrative of the king-priest 

Melchizedek is introduced so abruptly into Genesis becomes an argument for Melchizedek's being 

"without father or mother or genealogy," i.e., beginning or end (7:3), and so not only a predecessor but 

also a type of Christ as "a priest for ever" (cf. Ps. 110:4). The legitimacy of the levitical priesthood 

depends on its descent from Levi; as it has a beginning, so it has an end in the understanding of the 

author of Hebrews (p. 707). 

The caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found yielded a series of thirteen fragments on 

Melchizedek. From these, it appears the belief that Melchizedek was the Messiah was a strongly held 

conviction among the Qumran community, as well as among some other Jewish and Gnostic sects in 

the first century A.D.  

Some branches of the Church of God have also held this view. They have used the depiction of 

Melchizedek in Hebrews 7 not only to connect him to Christ but also as support for the co-eternality of 

Christ with God the Father in the Binitarian model of the Godhead.  

 

In Hebrews 6:20 we find the premise of chapter 7 established, which is that Jesus Christ is now our 

High Priest in heaven. As such, he is of the order of Melchizedek, which is contrasted with the Levitical 

priesthood.  

HEBREWS 6:20 Where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High 

Priest forever according to [kata] the order of Melchizedek. (NKJV) 

The New Analytical Greek Lexicon says that kata means "after the fashion or likeness of."  

HEBREWS 7:1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, who met Abraham returning from the 

slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first 

being translated "king of righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace," 

3 without father, without mother, without genealogy [agenealogetos]
1
, having neither 

beginning of days nor end of life
2
, but made like [aphomoiomenos] the Son of God, remains a 

priest continually
3
. (NKJV) 

The belief that Melchizedek was Christ rests on three erroneous assumptions about Hebrews 7:3, 

shown by the superscripted numbers in the passage above.  
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The first is the argument that since Melchizedek is said to be without father, mother, and genealogy, he 

has to be eternal and therefore the Son of God. However, many have failed to see that the author does 

not use the terms "without father" (apatoor), "without mother" (ametoor), and "without genealogy" 

(agenealogetos) literally in this passage.  

 

The concept presented by the author is not that Melchizedek lacked an actual father, mother, or family 

tree, but that there is no record of his parents and lineage. The Mosaic law required that all priests be 

descendants of the tribe of Levi. Those who were not Levites could not be priests under the law. 

Melchizedek is introduced in Genesis 14:18-20 as priest of the Most High God, but no details are given 

about him. Under the law, he was not qualified to be a priest.  

Nehemiah 7:61-64 shows that priests had to be able to trace their lineage when the priesthood was 

reestablished after the Babylonian captivity. Those who were unable to do so were disqualified from the 

priesthood.  

NEHEMIAH 7:61 And these were the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon, 

and Immer, but they could not identify their father's house nor their lineage, whether they were of Israel: 

62 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two; 63 and of 

the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Koz, the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters 

of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name. 64 These sought their listing among those who 

were registered by genealogy, but it was not found; therefore they were excluded from the 

priesthood as defiled. (NKJV) 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE) comments: "The argument of He. 7 is similar 

to the rabbinic argument from silence, which assumed that nothing exists unless Scripture mentions it. 

Since Genesis says nothing of Melchizedek's parents, genealogy, birth, or death, he serves as a type 

representing the eternal Son of God (v. 3)" ("Melchizedek," vol. 3, p. 313).  

 

In rabbinical logic and reasoning, statements could be made which were "arguments from silence." If the 

Bible didn't specifically say something about a person, place, or incident, various conclusions could be 

drawn for the sake of the claim or discussion being presented. The author of Hebrews (probably Paul) 

was obviously familiar with the law, the Temple service, and forms of rabbinical discourse. He uses the 

rabbinical method of argument from silence in verse 3.  
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Harper's Bible Commentary says of this passage:  

Formally, the chapter [Hebrews 7] constitutes an exegetical discussion of Ps. 110:4 based upon the 

only other OT text that mentions Melchizedek, Gen. 14:17-20. This exegesis, emphasizing the 

heavenly character of Christ's priesthood, may have been inspired by the abundant contemporary 

speculation on Melchizedek as a heavenly figure, examples of which are found in the Alexandrian 

Jewish writer Philo, at Qumran, and in Gnostic sources. Whatever the inspiration, Hebrews is quite 

restrained in its comments on Melchizedek, utilizing only what is necessary to make the Christological 

point (p. 1265).  

Harper's goes on to say that "from the pregnant silence of Scripture is deduced Melchizedek's status as 

'fatherless, motherless, without genealogy' (v. 3)" (p. 1265). Thus, Melchizedek could be said to be 

"without father, without mother, and without genealogy" because the Scriptures didn't identify his 

lineage. While this argument might seem unconvincing to the modern mind, it would have been 

understandable and reasonable to a first century Jew.  

 

The second mistaken assumption is that Melchizedek had no beginning or end, and therefore must be 

the immortal Son of God. The term "beginning of days and end of life" refers to the lack of information in 

the Scriptures regarding his origin or demise. The Abingdon Bible Commentary says that in Hebrews 

7:3, the author "makes a very remarkable use of the argument from silence. Nothing is said in Genesis 

about the parentage of Melchizedek. We are not told anything about his father or his mother. There is 

no reference to the beginning of his life or to its end - to his birth or to his death . . . In view of the writer 

the silences of Scripture are as significant as its statements . . ." (p. 1310).  

 

About Hebrews 7:3, Halley's Bible Handbook says:  

What is the meaning of 'without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of 

days nor end of life'? Not that it was actually so, but that it appeared so in the Old Testament Records. 

Levitical Priests were Priests Because of their Genealogy. But Melchizedek, Without Genealogy, was 

the Recognized Priest of the Human Race at that time. Hebrew tradition is that Shem, who was still 

alive in the days of Abraham, and, as far is as known, Oldest Living Man at the time, was Melchizedek. 

A mysterious, solitary picture and type, in the dim past, of the Coming Eternal Priest-King (p. 652). 

The third erroneous assumption is that Melchizedek continues as a priest to this day. One might 

conclude from the statement "Melchizedek remains a priest continually" that he is still alive and holding 
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the office of priest. Again, this is not the point the author of Hebrews is trying to make. In effect, he is 

using the argument from silence to say that "since the Bible is silent about the death of Melchizedek, we 

can figuratively contend that he is alive and remains in the office of priest." In this way he is an 

appropriate type of the priesthood of the Jesus Christ.  

 

Appendix II 

Word Study 

agenealogetos.  

 

Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words says this word "denotes 

'without recorded pedigree' . . ." Vine's goes on to say that "the narrative in Gen. 14 is so framed in 

facts and omissions as to foreshadow the person of Christ" (NT, p. 262).  

 

The abridged Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (TDNT) says agenealogetos "occurs 

only in Heb. 7:3, where Melchizedek is said to be 'without genealogy.' Unlike the Aaronic priests, he has 

no traceable descent" (p. 114).  

 

Word Meanings in the New Testament states that this word "is compounded of alpha-negative and 

the verb genealogeõ (found in NT only in v. 6), 'to trace ancestry.' So it clearly means 'without 

genealogy' (NASB, NIV) that is, without a recorded pedigree. We should not assume, as some have 

wrongly done, that Melchizedek was without human ancestry" (p. 424).  

 

The Life and Epistles of St. Paul, Conybeare and Howson write that this word means "without table of 

descent." They go on to explain, "The priesthood of Melchisedec was not, like the Levitical priesthood, 

dependent on his descent, through his parents, from a particular family, but was a personal office" (p. 

800).  

 

aphomoiomenos.  

 

TDNT says that "this verb [the root aphomoióõ] means 'to copy,' rarely 'to compare,' and in the passive 

'to be or become like' or 'make oneself out to be like'" (p. 686).  

 

ISBE states: "Some have thought that Melchizedek was a Christophany rather than a historical 

character and thus understood vv. 2b-3 literally rather than typologically. A major objection to such an 

interpretation is the statement that Melchizedek resembled (Gk. aphomoiomenos) the Son of God (v. 3). 
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The verb aphomoioo [from which aphomoiomenos is derived] always assumes two distinct and separate 

identities, one which is a copy of the other. Thus Melchizedek and the Son of God are represented as 

two separate persons, the first of which resembled the second" ("Melchizedek," vol. 3, p. 313).   

genealogoumenos  

 

The use of genealogoumenos in verse 6 shows that Melchizedek has lineage, but it is not through 

Levi.  

Vine's says of this word: "'to reckon or trace a genealogy' (from genea, 'a race,' and legõ, 'to choose, 

pick out'), is used, in the passive voice, of Melchizedek in Heb. 7:6, RV, 'whose genealogy (KJV, 

'descent') is not counted" (NT, p. 262).  

 

TDNT says "this derives from genealogos, 'one who draws up a genealogy.' It occurs . . . in the NT only 

in Heb. 7:6: Melchizedek does not 'derive his descent' from the descendants of Levi" (p. 114).  

 

The Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament (EDNT) says this word means to "trace one's 

descent. In Heb. 7:6 of Melchizedek, who 'does not trace his descent' (NEB) to the sons of Levi" (vol. 1, 

p. 242).  

 

Allos and  heteros 

 

Verses 11 and 15 clearly state that Christ is another, different priest of the order originated by 

Melchizedek. There is no suggestion here that Melchizedek and Christ are the same entity. If they were, 

the writer of Hebrews surely would have stressed that point. But the use of heteros plainly indicates that 

Christ, although he came in the likeness of Melchizedek, was not Melchizedek.  

 

heteros, found in verses 11 and 15. TDNT says: "In the NT heteros is used in much the same way as 

allos . . . It denotes the new member in a series that either continues (Lk. 14:18ff.) or concludes it (Acts 

15:35). It may denote others either of the same kind (Acts 17:34; Lk. 4:34) or of another kind (Lk. 

23:32) . . . " (p. 265).  

 

Vine's says that allos and heteros "have a different meaning, which despite a tendency to be lost, is to 

be observed in numerous passages. Allos expresses a numerical difference and denotes 'another of the 

same sort'; heteros expresses a qualitative difference and denotes 'another of a different sort'" (NT, p. 

29).  
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EDNT says of this word that "approximately half of the occurrences have the connotation of something 

additional: a further or additional instances of a type. . . . Passages that speak of another as a 

replacement or successor also have an adversative association (Acts 1:20; 7:18; Rom 7:4; Heb 7:11, 

13, 15)" (vol. 2, p. 66).  

 
  

Appendix III 
 

from 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH ON THE INTERPRETATIONS ON THE PERSON OF MELCHIZEDEK 

(INVESTIGACIÓN HISTÓRICA SOBRE LAS INTERPRETACIONES ACERCA DE LA PERSONA DE 
MELQUISEDEC)  

 P. Gabriel Barros, I.V.E. 

The  Targums text of Gen. 14,17-20. 

            The Aramaic translation of Genesis 14 has been preserved complete in Targum Onquelos 
(Tg.Onq.),in Codex Neofiti (Tg.Neof.), and in the Targum Pseudo - Jonathan(Tg.Ps.-J). Fragments of it 
have been transmitted in the so called Fragmentary Targum ( Frg. Tgs.), which are contained in the 
manuscripts given the sigla PVNL. Most of this texts as in this case were studied and also translated by 
Martin Mc Namara  
  

            For an easy and convenient comparative reading of the different Targums, I place here the 
English translation of Tgs.Onkelos, Neof., Neof.marg, Frg.Tgs. PVNL and Ps.-J. which correspond to 
Gen 14,18-20. 
  
Tg.Onq. Tg. Ps.-J Tg. Neof. Frg,Tgs.PVNL. 

Tg. Neof.marg 

18.Now 
Melchizedek 
King of 
Jerusalem 
brought out 
bread and wine, 
for he was 
ministering 
before God 
Most High. 
  
  
  
  
  

18.And the 
righteous 
king -he is 
Shem, the 
son of Noah-
the king of 
Jerusalem, 
came out to 
meet Abram, 
and he 
brought to 
him bread 
and wine; and 
at that time he 
was 

18.And 
Melchizedek, 
the king of 
Jerusalem 
-he is the 
Great 
-brought out 
bread and wine, 
for he was a 
priest 
ministering in 
the high 
priesthood 
before God the 
Most High.  

18.and 
Melchizedek the 
king of 
Jerusalem, he is  
Shem the Great, 
was a priest to 
God Most High  
and Melchizedek 
the King of 
Jerusalem-who is 
Shem the Great-
was a priest of the 
God Most High; 
he brought out 
food and wine, 
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19.And he 
blessed him 
and said: 
"Blessed be 
Abram before  
God Most High 
whose 
possessions 
are heaven and 
earth. 
  
  

ministering 
before God 
Most High. 
  
19.He 
blessed him 
and said: 
"Blessed be 
Abram from 
(before)  God 
Most High 
who for the 
sake of the 
righteous 
created 
heaven and 
earth. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
19.He blessed 
him and said: 
"Blessed is be 
Abram before  
God Most High 
who in his 
Memra made 
the heaven and 
earth. 
  

and he was 
standing, 
ministering, in 
the high 
priesthood 
before God Most 
High. 
18-19 to God 
Most High.  

 
20.and blessed be 
God Most High who 
has delivered your 
enemy into your 
hands". And he gave 
him one tenth of 
everything 

20.and blessed be 
God Most High who 
has made your enemy 
like a shield that 
receive a blow".  And 
he gave him a tenth of 
everything that he 
had brought back. 

20.and blessed be God 
Most High who 
shattered  your enemies 
before you". And he 
gave him one tenth of 
everything. 

20.handed over your 
enemies.  
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List Price: $15.00  
6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)  
Black & White on White paper 
272 pages  
ISBN-13: 978-1438226835  
ISBN-10: 1438226837  
BISAC: Religion / Christian Rituals & Practice / 
Sacraments 
This book is an in depth study on the controversial 
topic of Baptism. It is an attempt to find the real 
meaning, purpose, interpretations, assumptions that 
are implied or asserted, mode and practices of Baptism 
and its various forms,  
CreateSpace eStore: 
https://www.createspace.com/3343588  
 
 
 
Acts of the Apostle Thomas: The Story of Thomas 
Churches  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
368 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1456524548   

ISBN-10:  1456524542  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Church / Growth 

"This Thomas preached the Gospel of Christ to the 
Parthians, the Medes, the Persians, the Hyrcanians 
and the Bactrians, and to the Indians of the Oriental 

region and penetrating the innermost regions and sealing his preaching by his passion he 
died transfixed with a lance at Calamina...a city of India, and there was buried with honor".  
St. Isidore of Seville in Spain c. 630 AD  
The ministry of St.Thomas has seldom treated in detail covering the vast areas of world 
where he went to the ends of the earth. This book is an attempt to remedy this. It deals with 
impact of Thomas' ministry in the cultures of India and China and in the religions of these 
areas - Vedism and Buddhism transforming them beyond imagination. It produced the 
Indian Christianity which is still in communion with the Christian Communes of the rest of 
the world. From it emerged the various Gnostic Syncretic religions known as Hinduism and 
the "Mahayana Buddhism"  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3543129  
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Angels, Demons, and All the Hosts of Heaven and 
Earth  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
254 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1453661697   

ISBN-10:  1453661697  

BISAC:  Religion / Demonology & Satanism 

This is the traditional Angelology, Demonology, 
Satanology, Ghosts, Spirits and all the Hosts of 
Heavens and Earth are  treated in the traditional 
hierarchial way. The book also presents the angels 

and the hosts of all dimensions as parts and organs of the body of God.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3464851  
 

Apocryphal Thomas   

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White Bleed on White paper 
236 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1460915097   

ISBN-10:  1460915097  

BISAC:  Religion / Christianity / Literature & the 

Arts 
In this study, Prof. Ninan looks at the five apocryphal 
Thomas literatures to evaluate them in terms of the 
faith of the Thomas Christians.  
These include:  

The Acts of the Apostle Thomas,   
Gospel of Thomas,   
Infancy Gospel of Thomas,   
Thomas the Contender and   
the Apocalypse of Thomas  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3563929  
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Apostle Paul: Architect and Builder of the Church: 
Life and Mission  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White Bleed on White paper 
276 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1451535549  ISBN-10:  

1451535546  

BISAC:  Religion / Christianity / History 

A detailed look at the Life and Mission of an Apostle of 
Jesus Christ who never walked with Jesus. Yet he was 
chosen to be the Architect and Builder of the Church 
and to define the doctrines of the Church of Jesus 

Christ. We look into the cultural matrix which created this great Apostle and his eventful 
missionary journey across the Greco-Roman empire and founded the religion which came 
to be known as Christianity.  
 
Christ vs. Krishna: A re-reading of Sakes  

Authored by Prof M. M. Ninan, Authored by Dr L A 
Sakes  
 

List Price:  $15.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
170 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1463750916    

ISBN-10:  1463750919  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / History 

CHRIST VERSUS KRISHNA- A brief comparison 
between the Chief Events, Characteristics and Mission 
of the babe of Bethlehem Judea and the babe of 

Brindaban Madhurapuri with a concise review of Hinduism, proving its derivation from 
Christianity was originally written in 1883 by Dr. L.A. Sakes, a Physician who came to India 
in the newly formed Crown Colony of British Empire. The intense interest in the religions of 
India and the concerted all out attempt to study and present the vast documentations of 
Sanskrit literature resulted in the thesis. He was probably the first to see this comparison 
and to explain that the various sects of Indian religions as the corruption of Indigenous 
Christian Churches went wild under Brahminic fantasy. Prof. Ninan presents this book with 
lots of historic context and refernce to modern scholarship.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3657988  
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Cultural Anthropology for Missions  

List Price:  $20.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
190 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1448668212   

ISBN-10:  1448668212  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Ministry / Missions 

This is a one semester course on the subject which was taught 
in the Sudan Theological College, Juba in South Sudan in 
1980s. It was also taught as part of the orientation for the 

missionaries who were entering Sudan.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3394417  
  
 

Hinduism: What Really Happenned In India.  

List Price:  $12.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
276 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440402159   

ISBN-10:  1440402159  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / History 

This is a study of the evolution of Hinduism. It is shown that 
HInduism is actually a Heresy of the Early Indian Christianity 
established by St.Thomas who landed in India in AD 52 and 

had his mission till AD 72. The later Persian Pallava Gnosticism reduced it to the present 
HIndu form.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3352560  
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I Am: Symbols Jesus Used To Explain Himself  
 

List Price:  $10.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
144 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438242101   

ISBN-10:  1438242107  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Commentary / New Testament 

Jesus used many symbols to communicate who He really 
was - the God Incarnate - and what was his purpose of this 
incarnation. The major statements always started with "I AM" 

, The meaning of these I AM sayings are explained in this book.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3345389  
 

Isavasya Upanishad: The Immanence Of Jesus  

List Price:  $7.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
74 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438234908   

ISBN-10:  1438234902  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Theology 

This is a unique interpretation of the Isavasya Upanishad 
which is based on historical and linguistic realities and 
overcomes difficulties otherwise encounterd by other 
eminent scholars like Sankaracharya.   
Iswaran comes from the two sanskrit words Isa and paran, 

whch means Jesus is Lord. The word "Iswaran" came to mean God, only after the ministry 
of St.Thomas in India. This Upanishad is the doctrinal statement of the immanence and 
transcendence of Isa and his ability to provide release from death.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3344515  
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Kingdom Parables  

List Price:  $10.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
128 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438240831   

ISBN-10:  143824083X  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / Exegesis & 

Hermeneutics 
Mathew 13 contains seven parables told in one day in a 
series all starting with the phrase, "The Kingdom of God is 
like ......" These are generally known as the Kingdom 

Parabales. The hermeneutics that apply to these parables goes beyond the basic parable 
interpretations because we have the interpretations of Jesus himself for some of them. 
Jesus also seems to assert that these are not just parables but treasures from which 
generations will be able to draw understandings.   
  
Based on this granting of the privilege of interpreting these parables, based on historical 
experience of the church, Prod. Ninan ventures to correlate the growth of the Church with 
these parables.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3345232  
  
Krishna Yajur Veda: Taittiriya Sanhita  

Authored by Prof M M Ninan, Authored by Veda Vyasa, 
Translated by Prof A B Keith  
 

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
408 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1463685676   

ISBN-10:  146368567X  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Sacred Writings 

THE VEDA OF THE BLACK YAJUS SCHOOL entitled   
TAITTIRIYA SANHITA is an ancient veda describing essentially the sacrificial formulas It is 
translated from the original vedic text by Sir Arthur Berriedale Keith, Professor of Sanskrit in 
the University of Oxford in1914 and is in the public domain. This is presented by 
Prof.M.M.Ninan with introduction and commentaries along with collected helps.  
  
1914 with an introduction and collected helps by Prof. M.M.Ninan  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3646077  
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Life and Legacy of M.M.Thomas  

List Price:  $30.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Full Color on White paper  80 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1442172135  ISBN-10:  1442172134  

BISAC:  Religion / Theology 

Short sketch of life and activities of a world renowned 
theologian with complete list of work.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3383449  

 
Life, Legacy and Theology of M.M.Thomas: An anthology  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  202 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1442172487  ISBN-10:  1442172487  

BISAC:  Religion / Theology 

A tribute to Dr. M.M.Thomas the renowned Indian theologian 
giving collection of pictures and anthology of theology 
collected by Dr.M.M.Ninan  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3383487  

  
Lord's Appointed Festivals  
Authored by M. M. Ninan  

 

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
150 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438235127   

ISBN-10:  1438235127  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / Prophecy 

The Lord said to Moses, "Say to the people of Israel, the 
appointed feasts of the Lord which you shall proclaim as holy convocations, my appointed 
feasts, are these." Through these festivals which starts from Sabbath and end with 
Sabbath, Lord presented the world with a calendar of events which showed his Plan of 
Salavation of Mankind through history in a nut shell. This plan is explained by Prof. Ninan  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3344538  
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Perspectives On The Lord's Table  

List Price:  $7.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  70 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438252124  ISBN-10:  1438252129  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Rituals & Practice / Sacraments 

A study of the various historical and semiotic aspects of the 
Last Supper.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3346603  

Quantum Theology  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
226 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440411984  ISBN-10:  1440411980  

BISAC:  Science / Quantum Theory 

The development of Quantum Theory has taken science to the 
limits of boundaries allowing for multidimensions and 
uncertainities. Prof. Ninan looks at some of the implication of 
the Quantum Theory in theology.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3353730  

 
Rewriting Hindu History: How do they do it?  

List Price:  $8.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  106 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1461099369    ISBN-10:  1461099366  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / History 

History is always rewritten by the dominant class in every 
nation. This is not different in Hindu History. How this is done is 
seen through the various subtle techniques are shown in a few 
specific cases in the recent decades in this book. The 
techniques are based on the ethical basis of Hinduism.  

CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3597884  
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Riddles In Hinduism  
 Dr. Bhimarao Ramji Ambedkar  
 

List Price:  $15.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
336 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438251738   

ISBN-10:  1438251734  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Sacred Writings 

A detailed in depth study of the contradictions in the Puranas and the scriptures of 
Hinduism by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the father of Indian Constitution. His aim is to show the 
contraditions within the mythologies and the utter lack of coherence in the scriptures of 
Hinduism. The techniques of manipulative reinterpretation and circumlocution are used to 
confuse common people and to establish what is otherwise totally illogical. Dr. Ambedkar 
believed that this was with the ulterior motive of holding the masses under Brahminic 
domination.   
  
This book is in public domain. However this is the first time this book is published in its 
entire form because of its sensitivity.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3346563  
 

Rig Veda  
 

List Price:  $30.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper 
432 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440402722   

ISBN-10:  1440402728  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Sacred Writings 

Probably the oldest Hindu Scripture. Translation with 
collected help and commentaries by Prof. M.M.Ninan  
CreateSpace eStore: 

https://www.createspace.com/3352621  
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Secrets Of The Prayer Shawl  
 

List Price:  $7.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  56 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438253343  ISBN-10:  1438253346  

BISAC:  Religion / Judaism / Rituals & Practice 

Tallit the jewish prayer shall with its tassels were prescribed by 
the Lord as a memory device to remember the laws and 
statutes of the Judaic tradition. These meanings and symbolism 
are explained.  

CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3346731  
  

Semiotics Of Sacraments  

List Price:  $25.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  272 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438283876  ISBN-10:  1438283873  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Church / General 

A study of the Christian Sacraments, their meaning and 
their significance. This is a pioneering work in the field of 
Semiotics of Sacrament in detail.  
CreateSpace eStore: 
https://www.createspace.com/3350175  

 
Seven Churches  

List Price:  $10.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  146 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438240534  ISBN-10:  1438240538  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Commentary / New Testament 

A Study of the first three chapters of the Book of Revelation to 
Apostle John with special reference to the seven churches of 
Asia.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3345198  
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Shukla Yajur Veda: Vajasaneya-samhita  
Authored by Yagnavalkya, Introduction by Prof M M 
Ninan, Translated with commentary by Prof Ralph T. H. 
Griffith  
 

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  258 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1463713539  ISBN-10:  1463713533  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Sacred Writings 

The four Vedas consists of Rig, Yajur. Sama and 
Atharvan. Yajut Veda has two branches the Black and 
the White. This book presents the White Yajurveda of 

Yajnavalkya translated by the celebrated Sanskrit Professor RALPH T. H. GRIFFITH in 
1899. Professor M.M.Ninan presents this Veda with introduction, commentary and 
necessary helps collected from various sources to give it a meaning and presents it in its 
historical perspective.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3651236  
 

Soteriology: A Study On God's Sovereignity, Human 
Freedom, Sin And Salvation  

List Price:  $25.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  260 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440430718  ISBN-10:  1440430713  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / Soteriology 

A Study on the problems and explanations on God's 
Sovereignity, Freedom of Will  Sin and Salvation  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3355872 
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Sri Purusha Suktham  

 List Price:  $7.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  80 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438233987  ISBN-10:  1438233981  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Sacred Writings 

The Purusha Suktham occurs in the tenth mandala of Rig 
Veda. This is a Post-Christian work which portrays the 
influence of various religions of India at that time. This 
historical development is traced by Prof. Ninan and his 
commentary explains the influence of Christianity, 
Gnosticism and Brahmanism in this famous Suktham.  
CreateSpace eStore: 

https://www.createspace.com/3344410  
 
 

The Biblical Concept of Man  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper  134 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1453751572  ISBN-10:  1453751572  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / Anthropology 

An indepth study of the biblical concept of man, fall and salvation. 
The Trinity of Man. Man as the temple.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3475404 

The Christian Understanding Of Trinity  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   138 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440443695  ISBN-10:  1440443696  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / Christology 

An analysis of various understanding of Trinity within the 
Churches.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3357410  
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The Development Of Hinduism  

List Price:  $30.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   432 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438228204  ISBN-10:  1438228201  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / History 

This book is a study of development of Hinduism from 
the ashes of Vedic religion under various influences of 
local and foreign religions and philosophies. Under the 
strangle of atheistic sciences of Buddhism and Jainism 
the reeling Vedics found new resources from the 
monotheistic religion of Christianity brought in by 
St.Thomas along with other local religions, cults, hero 

worship and occult practices. It deals extensivly on the formation of Vaisnavism of today 
and the real philosophy and purport of Krishna cults.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3343746  
 

The Development Of Mariolatory  

List Price:  $10.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   154 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440409172  ISBN-10:  144040917X  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / Mariology 

A Study of the Development of the Roman Catholic Doctrine of 
Mariology,  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3353407  

The Emergence Of Hinduism From Christianity  

List Price:  $10.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)  174 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438227313 ISBN-10:  1438227310 

 This book establishes that Hinduism is really of very recent origin. 
Evidences based on Archealogy, Linguistics and History establishes 

beyond reasonable doubt that the modern Hinduism is an outgrowth of Thomas Christianity 
under the influecne of Syrian Gnositicism. The myths of Mahabali and Parasurama refers to 
the defeat of Christians at the hands of the Vaishnavite gnostics.  
Evidences include the archealogy of temples and idols. Earliest temples dates only from 
150 AD. Earliest Sanskrit document dates only from 150 AD. Vedic gods disappeared new 
concept of Iswara came soon after the first century AD. In fact Hinduism appeared Kerala 
only after 6th C AD.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3343641  
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The Genealogy of Jesus  

List Price:  $6.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   106 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440414398  ISBN-10:  1440414394  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / History & Culture 

“Skeptics have looked at these differences and have arrived at a 
simple solution to the problem: the genealogies are, in essence, pious 

fiction. They are not really genealogies of Christ, but have been composed, perhaps from 
other sources, so as to try to legitimize Jesus' claim to Messiahship. ” Joseph A. Fitzmyer, 
“They don't even agree on Joseph's father”  
“The two genealogies do not even agree on the number of ancestors.”  
  
The difference between the two evangelists in the genealogy of Christ, has been a 
stumbling block to infidels that cavil at the word..” Matthew Henry These and other intricate 
problems are dealt with in this book.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3354009  
 

The Historic Jesus  

 List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   178 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1453699614  ISBN-10:  1453699619  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / Jesus, the Gospels & Acts 

This is a presentation of the Historic Jesus through history. 
Starting with Jesus appearing to people in the Old Testament as 
the Angel of the Lord to the incarnation of Jesus into history is the 
subject. It deals with the problems of genalogy of Jesus, date of 

birth of Jesus and the date of crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus from various viewpoints.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3469201  
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The Mysteries of the Tallit, the Tzitzit, and the Tekhlet  

List Price:  $12.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   190 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1448655960  ISBN-10:  144865596X  

BISAC:  Religion / Messianic Judaism 

These are the Secrets of the Prayer Shawl given by 
Hashem. This is a study of the symbolism and meaning 
connected with the Biblical Prayer Shawl with its Tassels 
containing the mystic blue thread. The mesianic 
interpretation of the significance of the divine blue is 

studied. The rabinnic base is considered in some detail.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3392965  

The Name: Hashem, The Names of God  

 List Price:  $10.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   130 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1463667573  ISBN-10:  1463667574  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / History & Culture 

This is a study on the names of God in the Old and the New 
Testament traditions.  
God is not the name of God. God do not have a name since 
God alone existed in the beginning. But since the creation God 
revealed himself through the experience of our fathers through 
out history. These therefore are the descriptions of God as they 

experienced God in their life. In these last days He has spoken through His Son. A 
meditation on the names of God will enrich our understanding of who God really is.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3643320  
 

The Principles Of Prosperity In The Kingdom Of God  

List Price:  $7.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   112 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438252582  ISBN-10:  1438252587  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / Bible Study Guides 

Tithing in the old Testament was the legal reflection of the Grace 
giving. This book explains the Christian stewardship principles 
based on the more basic universal principle of Sowing and 
Reaping which is the basis of the Kingdom of God.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3346650  
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The Prophecy Of Daniel  

List Price:  $7.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   112 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440402234  ISBN-10:  144040223X  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / Prophecy 

A study of the Book of Daniel  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3352286  
 

The Word Became Flesh: The Life Of Christ  

 List Price:  $30.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Full Color on White paper  110 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440421372  ISBN-10:  1440421374  

BISAC:  Religion / Christianity / Literature & the Arts 

This is a collection of art work of Prof.M.M.Ninan containing both 
Oil on Paper and Digital Works, They present the story of Jesus 
from his birth to the marriage of the Lamb in consumation.  

CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3354816  
 

Theodicy: Good God,Man, Evil, Devil And The Satan  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   148 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1440434488  ISBN-10:  1440434484  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / Angelology & 

Demonology 
A study on Theodicy, Anthropology and Demonology explaining 
the concept of how evil can exist when God is defined as 
omnipotent, omniscient and Omni-benevolent.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3356317  

 
Theology of Paul  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper     256 pages  
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ISBN-13:  978-1451587715  ISBN-10:  1451587716  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / General 

Paul the Apostle is unique in that he was instrumental in 
embedding the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the Greco-Roman 
culture, the predominant culture of the period of Jesus. We 
have the complete documentation of Paul's ministry and his 
own writings form the basis of the doctrines and teachings of 
Christianity. His theology arises out of his scholarship in the 
Hebrew Priestly and Prophetic traditions both in its oral and 
written form. This book is an attempt to present Paul in these 
traditions which are handed down to us.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3444506  

 
Thinking Loud On Theodicy, Soteriology, Trinity And 
Hermeneutics  

List Price:  $30.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper    340 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438254197  ISBN-10:  1438254199  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Theology / Angelology & Demonology 

This is a study on the basic theological issues of Theodicy, Anthropology, Demonology , 
Soteriology, Trinity, and Hermeneutics. What is the nature of God? How do we explain the 
presence of evil and Satan? Are we predestined for Heaven and Hell? How many Gods 
have we? Three or One? How do we interpret the Bible?  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3346827  
  

Thy Kingdom Come  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper    168 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1441466204  ISBN-10:  1441466207  

BISAC:  Religion / Theology 

A Study of the central Judaeo-Christian concept of the 
Kingdom of God based on the Bible and the Mystical 
traditions of Judaism. It shows how the Kingdom principles of 
this world is an upside down version opposed to the Kingdom 
of God and redemption is accomplished through the cross 
alone. Based on the Bishop Easow Mar Timoteous Annual 

Lecture of 2008 by the author  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3371614  
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Tilak and the Aryan Origins: Are his findings still valid?  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper     310 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1461188247  ISBN-10:  1461188245  

BISAC:  Religion / Hinduism / Sacred Writings 

Lokamanya Tilak, the patriot, scholar, mathematician wrote his 
books a century ago. His stand on the origin of Aryans was that 
they once upon a time lived in the polar regions and then when 
living there became hard moved to other areas of the world 

and in its process to India, He based his scientific analysis on the data from Rig Veda. In 
this book Prof. M.M.Ninan analyses his basic scientific assumptions to see whether they 
have been changed or confirmed after a 100 years of scientific progress. What are their 
present day implications in the debate over Aryan Invasion?  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3613590  
 

Time Line Of Church History  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   224 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1438236100  ISBN-10:  1438236107  

BISAC:  Religion / Christian Church / History 

This is a compilation of the major events in the church 
history showing the evolution of various churches and their 
theologies  
CreateSpace eStore: 
https://www.createspace.com/3344651  
 

Understanding Sacraments  

List Price:  $20.00   

8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm)   

Black & White on White paper   248 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1448619818  ISBN-10:  1448619815  

BISAC:  Religion / Christianity / General 

This book deals with the meaning and purpose of the various 
sacraments of the Church. It traces their origins and 
significance and indicates how Sacraments form the DNA of 
the Faith by which faith is transmitted through generations  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3388728  
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Wedding Blessings  

List Price:  $15.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Full Color on White paper    28 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1461025009  ISBN-10:  1461025001  

BISAC:  Family & Relationships / Marriage 

A collection of Wedding Blessings in Judeo-Christian 
traditions world wide suitable for wedding presents. Includes 
symbols in Judaic, and Church traditions of both East and 
West with their inner meanings.  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3584380  
 
When was Jesus Born?  

List Price:  $10.00   

6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm)   

Black & White on White paper     128 pages  

ISBN-13:  978-1460952870  ISBN-10:  1460952871  

BISAC:  Religion / Biblical Studies / History & Culture 

This is a study in the dating of the Christmas. It shows that 
scripture clearly shows that the Christmas date was indeed 
around December 25. The year of Birth according to the 
tradition of Church Fathers and history can be traced to 2/1 
AD. The book also discusses the question of the presence of 
the shepherds and the coming of the Magi. Who are the 
Magi? Why were they interested in the King of the Jews? 

What was the probable astonomical phenomena that led them to Jerusalem?  
CreateSpace eStore: https://www.createspace.com/3571086  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
 
 
 


