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CHAPTER ONE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 
 
Apostle Paul (ca. 3-62 CE) was probably the first Christian theologian who wrote the earliest 

theological interpretations of the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth.  Though there were hundreds 

of disciples of Jesus still living, who actually walked with Jesus for several years, it was Paul 

who was able to develop a coherent meaning to the life and death and resurrection of Jesus 

because of his Jewish and Gentile scholarship.  As a result of his missionary work he was able 
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to found the first Christian Congregations outside of the Jewish people. Thus the Liturgy of 

St.Jacob used in most Eastern Churches still refers to him as “The builder and the architect of 

the Church.”  This claim is deeply rooted that some very clever people even propose that 

Jesus never existed and that Paul concocted the whole religion out of myths and pagan 

practices of baptism and Eucharist.  Obviously this will require one to rewrite history because 

Paul lived alongside of the Apostles who walked with Jesus and had to convince them too in 

his trickery – unless of course the whole gospels were a clever forgery.  I mention it only 

because it points to the importance of Paul in Christian history. 

Apostles did go out into all the known world of that period and established churches in 

culturally relevant ways.  Among them we know for certain the Middle Eastern Churches the 

African Churches and the St.Thomas Churches of India.  But Paul had an additional advantage 

that he was a scholar and documented his teachings while the teaching of the other disciplines 

remained as oral traditions since they were never written down by the Apostles.  As a result 

the Bible we have today contains mostly the history and documents of the Greco-Roman 

Churches.  Again this is because the Empire of Rome and the Greco-Roman culture was the 

dominating power and culture of the Apostolic Period. Hence the importance of Paul. 

 

 

The extent of Roman Empire and the presence of Christian Churches. 

This book is an attempt to reconstruct the personality, mission and theology of Paul. 
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'Oldest' image of St Paul discovered 

Recently Archaeologists have uncovered a 1,600 year old image of St Paul, the oldest one 
known of, in a Roman catacomb. 

 

 

This fresco,  dates back to the 4th Century AD,  and was discovered during restoration work at 

the Catacomb of Saint Thekla close to the Basilica of St Paul outside the walls in Rome, which 

is said to be built on the site where he was buried.   The icon shows the thin face of a bearded 

man with large eyes, sunken nose and face on a red background surrounded with a yellow 

circle – the classic familiar image of St Paul. 

"It was easy to see that it was Saint Paul because the style matched the iconography that we 

know existed at around the 4th Century – that is the thin face and the dark beard.”  Barbara 

Mazzei, the director of the work at the Catacomb 

Bones were also discovered in the catacoumbs known as the Catacombs of St.Tekla, where 

according to tradition, Paul was buried.  The DNA tests dates these bones to the first  century 

Since photography were not in existence we will have depend on the murals and icons of the 

first and the second century to get some description of the man Paul.  In the 2nd century 
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apocryphal Acts of Paul and Tekla, we have a cryptic reference to his appearance.  It says that 

Paul was of “Small of stature, balding, bow legs, large eyes, eyebrows meeting, nose slightly 

hooked".  This is all we know about his looks from the documents, the frescos and the later 

icons do reflects this description. 
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PAUL was born in Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia  in AD 4. (Acts 21:39; 22:3).  Tarsus is in the 

modern day Turkey. The province of Cilicia became a Roman province in 64 B.C. after it was 

conquered by Pompey. Tarsus was a Hellenized city, famous for its university, gymnasium, 

theatre, art school and gymnasium. It became the capital of the province of Cilicia during 

Pompey’s reorganization of Roman Asia Minor in 66 BC.  

 

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus 

106 – 48 BC 
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Marcus Antonius 

January 14, 83 BC–August 1, 30 BC  

 
 Later on, Mark Antony – granted freedom and Roman citizenship to the people of Tarsus. In 

an age when most of the people living within the boundaries of the Pax Romana were slaves, 

Paul was born a free citizen of the Empire. 
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Roman Road in Tarsus                             Scenic coastline of Tarsus 
 

       

 
 

Modern Tarsus in Turkey                                             Cleopatra’s Gate 
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St.Paul’s Well                                        Tarsus at the time of Paul - Excavation site, 
 
 
 

 
Of the Tribe of Benjamin 

  
 

Php 3:4-5  Though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If 

any other man thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:   

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee,  

 
About 6200-6500 years ago there existed a civilization located between the Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers and was known as the Sumerian civilization. The area was known as 

Mesopotamia and the city was called Ur.  Today, Ur is located in southern Iraq, about 100 

miles northwest of the Kuwait border. Ur is known in the Bible as Ur of the Chaldees.  The 

Chaldeans settled in the area about 900 B.C.   This was the home of Abraham.  
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"Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the 

wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. 

But when they came to Haran, they settled there."  

"Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran." (Genesis 11:27-32)  

"The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household 

and go to the land I will show you.”I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I 

will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  

"Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At 

that time the Canaanites were in the land. The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your 

offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to The Lord, Who had appeared to 

him." (Genesis 12:1-7) 

Here is the family tree starting from Abraham. (See fig) 

 

Jacob had twelve sons and one daughter.  Among the children the two sons Joseph and 

Benjamin were the children through Rachel whom Jacob loved most. The youngest in the 

family was Benjamin.  Saul claimed his lineage from Benjamin 
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Terah to Israel 

Rom 9:6 -7 For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel,  and not all are 

children of Abraham because they are his descendants; but "Through Isaac shall your 

descendants be named."  

 
 

 

 

 

Family of Abraham to the Twelve Tribes 
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Youngest son of Israel through his favorite wife. 

 

The Tribe of Benjamin (Hebrew: ִבְּנָיִמין,   Binyamin ) was one of the twelve Tribes of Israel. 

Following the completion of the conquest of Canaan by the Israelite tribes after about 1200 

BC, Joshua allocated the land among the twelve tribes. To Benjamin he assigned the territory 

between that of Ephraim to the north and Judah to the south, with the Jordan River as the 

eastern border, and included many historically important cities, such as Bethel, Gibeah, and 

encroached on the northern hills of Jerusalem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the banner of the Benjamin county of present Israel  
 
In those days children were named according to the emotional relationship and state of the 

parents.   Benjamin was so named because it means “Son of my right hand” 

 

It is also understood to have another implied meaning,    
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Zelah, Eleph and Jebusi, which is Jerusalem, Gibeath and Kirjath; fourteen cities with their 

villages. This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families."  - 

Joshua 18:28 

 

Later, when the Kingdom of Israel was divided, the tribe of Benjamin joined with the tribe of 

Judah to form the  Kingdom of Judah 

 

Historically, Benjamin was the smallest and weakest of the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 

This was due to a war Benjamin fought against the other eleven tribes, in which Benjamin was 

virtually annihilated (Judges 19-21).  God made good use of this weakest of peoples (I 

Corinthians 1:27). 

 

 
Gen 49:27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf 

 

The standard of the Tribe of Benjamin is a wolf following the statement of Jacob in his 

deathbed blessing. 

Gen 49:1-2. Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, “Assemble yourselves that I may tell 

you what will befall you in the days to come.  “Gather together and hear, O sons of Jacob; and 

listen to Israel your father”. 

 
Wolf  in Hebrew is zeeb is frequently referred to in Scripture as an emblem of treachery and 

cruelty. Jacob's prophecy, "Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf" (Gen. 49:27), represents the 

warlike character of that tribe (see Judg. 19-21). Isaiah represents the peace of Messiah's 

kingdom by the words, "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb" (Isa. 11:6). The habits of the 

wolf are described in Jer. 5:6; Hab. 1:8; Zeph. 3:3; Ezek. 22:27; Matt. 7:15; 10:16; Acts 

20:29.  
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Upuaut, 

 Egypt's wolf-headed god of conquest, guide of warriors,  "he who opens the way” 
 

The reference to the wolf may be also due to the Egyptian god of wolf known as Upuaut who is 

the guardian of the gates of the underworld. He is represented as a man with the head of a 

jackal. In this connection, Upuaut means, "The Opener of the Ways."  In war, he opened 

pathways for the armies to cut into the armies of their enemies.  These were the daredevils 

who took risks to open up impossible things to be started.   Upuat was the son of Anubis who 

opened the way for the souls of the dead to cross into paradise.  

 

Anubis and  Upuaut led the deceased to the halls of Maat where they would be judged. Anubis 

watched over the whole process and ensured that the weighing of the heart was conducted 

correctly. He then led the innocent on to a heavenly existence and abandoned the guilty to 

Ammit. 

 
Rom 11:1  ….  I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe 

of Benjamin.  
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Who is a Hebrew? 

The original name for the people we now call Jews was Hebrews.  

Ivri    ִרית, 

The word "Hebrew" (in Hebrew, "Ivri") is first used in the Torah to describe Abraham (Gen. 

14:13). The word is apparently derived from the name Eber, one of Abraham's ancestors.  

"The Sons Of Noah: Shem, Ham and Japheth...The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, 

Lud and Aram. The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshech. Arphaxad was the father of 

Shelah, and Shelah the father of Eber. Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg, 

because in his time the earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan. Joktan was the 

father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, 

Sheba, Ophir, Havilah and Jobab. All these were sons of Joktan. Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 

Eber, Peleg, Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah and Abram (that is, Abraham). The sons of Abraham: 

Isaac and Ishmael." (1 Chronicles 1:4,17-28) 

Eber lived 464 years, which was so long that he was born only 67 years after the Great Flood 

and yet he outlived his great-great-great-great grandson Abraham. “The term Shemite is 

derived from Noah's son Shem.  
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• The term Hebrew is derived from Shem's descendant Eber. Eber was a Shemite, and 

the first Hebrew, but not an Israelite or a Jew because neither existed yet.  

• Abraham was Eber's descendant. Abraham was a Shemite and a Hebrew, but not an 

Israelite or a Jew because neither existed yet.  

• Isaac was Abraham's son. Isaac was a Shemite and a Hebrew, but not an Israelite or a 

Jew because neither existed yet.  

• Jacob, who God renamed Israel, was Isaac's son. Jacob was a Shemite and a Hebrew, 

but not a Jew because Jews originated with his son Judah. The first Israelites were the 

children of Jacob.  

• Judah was one of Jacob's twelve sons (see Children of Jacob and The Tribes of Israel). 

Judah was a Semite, a Hebrew, and an Israelite. The first Jews were the children of 

Judah. The descendants of the other eleven of Jacob's sons were not Jews, but were 

themselves named accordingly e.g. from Levi came the Levites, from Benjamin came 

the Benjamites and so on.”     Wayne Blank 
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Eyyer       עבר 

Another tradition teaches that the word comes from the word "eyver,” which means meaning 

"to cross over", "the other side," referring to the fact that Abraham came from the other side 

of the Euphrates, or referring to the fact Abraham was separated from the other nations 

morally and spiritually.  

 

 

Eph 2:19  So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God,  

Another name used for the people is Children of Israel or Israelites, which refers to the fact 

that the people are descendants of Jacob, who was also called Israel.  
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Yehudi 

This time let me praise (odeh  אודה)  Yah ( הוהי ),' and named the child  

Judah  (Yehudah יהודה). 

The word "Jew" (in Hebrew, "Yehudi") is derived from the name Judah, which was the name of 

one of Jacob's twelve sons. Judah was the ancestor of one of the tribes of Israel, which was 

named after him. Likewise, the word Judaism literally means "Judah-ism," that is, the religion 

of the Yehudim.  

The word "Yehudim" also means "People of Yehovah," because the first three letters of 

"Yehudah" are the same as the first three letters of Yhvh four-letter name.  

IN PALEO HEBREW  

 

Hebrew reads from right to left and the name of God is written with four letters yod-hay-waw-

hay, since Paleo Hebrew is written without vowels.  So we really do not know how to 

pronounce the ineffable name of God.  With a slight addition of  the letter  dalet it would read 

as Judah. 
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If we replace the last Hay with two letters Shin and Ayin we will get Yehoshua which means 

God saves, the name Jesus. 

Originally, the term Yehudi referred specifically to members of the tribe of Judah, as 

distinguished from the other tribes of Israel. However, after the death of King Solomon, the 

nation of Israel was split into two kingdoms: the kingdom of Judah and the kingdom of Israel 

(I Kings 12; II Chronicles 10). After that time, the word Yehudi could properly be used to 

describe anyone from the kingdom of Judah, which included the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and 

Levi, as well as scattered settlements from other tribes. The most obvious biblical example of 

this usage is in Esther 2:5, where Mordecai is referred to as both a Yehudi and a member of 

the tribe of Benjamin.  

In the 6th century B.C., the kingdom of Israel was conquered by Assyria and the ten tribes 

were exiled from the land (II Kings 17), leaving only the tribes in the kingdom of Judah 

remaining to carry on Abraham's heritage. These people of the kingdom of Judah were then 

generally known to themselves and to other nations as Yehudim (Jews), and that name 

continues. 

 
Hebrew of the Hebrews 

 

 
 

Habirus 

While in Egypt the twelve tribes were called Habirus which by virtue of association came to 

mean – the slaves.  The direct comparison of such a stigma is found in the name of Indians 

who are called Coolies in Jamaica, because, the first immigrants to Jamaica were indentured 

laborers there.  The earliest records referring the Jews are as Habirus. Around 1470 BC in 

Egypt the word “Habiru” was used as a slang for “slaves”. . 
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In the Tel el Amarna Tablets a people called the Habirus are mentioned who invaded 

Canaan from the desert and who threaten the Egyptian colonies in that area.  It came to mean 

marauders or a fierce invader which is exactly what happened in the land of Canaan as the 

Hebrews invaded the region and drew away the Aryan tribes to the east.   

They in turn invaded Indian civilization of Harappa. 

 

 

 
al-Khabeuru jalla jalaaluh 
 

There is another association in terms of the statement in Aramaic and Arabic  
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which means : 

 
Hebrew is one who is  THE ALL-AWARE 

Or  

He who has knowledge of the most secret parts of everything,  

and knows their inner meanings. 

This is the implication of the word Brahmin – one who has the knowledge of Brahman the 

ultimate God.  This refers to the Hebrew understanding of the Science of the Universe known 

as the Kaballah, the inner secrets of the Universe.   

Thus Paul boasts himself to be “A Hebrew of the Hebrews”. 

 

It also indicates the purity in the heritage.  At the post exilic period there were lots of 

intermarriage between the dispersed Jews and the people where they were in exile.   

 

Yisra'el      לִיְש�ָרֵא   
 

Bnei Yisrael – the children of Isreal is the general term for all the twelve tribes of the sons of 

Jacob.  Jacob was renamed Israel by the Angel of the Lord after Jacob wrestled with Him. 

The name Israel derives from the Hebrew yisra'el, he that fights with God, which in turn 

derives from sara, he fights, and El, God.  

 

Gen 32:28 “And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince 
hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed” 
 
  “prince who prevailed with God”  Rom 9:4 
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In fact the letters in Yisral represents the first letters from these fathers and mothers. 
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Seed of Abraham 

 
Rom 9:7 not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants; but "Through 

Isaac shall your descendants be named."  

 

Gen 15:17    When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a 

flaming torch passed between these pieces.  … On that day the LORD made a covenant with 

Abram, saying, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 

river, the river Euphra'tes,  the land of the Ken'ites, the Ken'izzites, the Kad'monites,  the 

Hittites, the Per'izzites, the Reph'aim,  the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Gir'gashites and the 

Jeb'usites."  

  

 

Gen 17:3 -11  Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, "Behold, my covenant is 

with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the father of a multitude of 

nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 

come forth from you.   And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 

descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 

you and to your descendants after you.  …And I will give to you, and to your descendants after 

you, the land of your sojourning, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I 

will be their God."  And God said to Abraham,…. "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you 

and your descendants after you throughout their generations.   This is my covenant, which 

you shall keep, between me and you and your descendants after you: Every male among you 

shall be circumcised.   You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between me and you.  
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Circumcised on the eighth day--Philippians 3:5 

  
What is in a name? 

 
His Hebrew name was Saulose while his Roman name was Paulose.  Paulose meant, small, 

little one, or baby.  Indirectly it implies “junior” or “the deputy”. 
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His circumcision-name was Saul.  The name Paul was also given to him in infancy  

"for use in the Gentile world," (Pet name?)    

 

 

Luke calls the apostle by his Jewish name Saul, whilst he was among the Jews, and only 

preached among them (Acts 13:9) until he was about to appear openly to be the Apostle to 

the Gentiles, Luke thereafter calls him by his Gentile name Paul.   
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Pau means “to cease”.  Paulose would then mean God ceased direct dealings with His people 

Israel. 

 

Saul and Sheol 

                       
The difference between the two words Saul and Sheol is simply a diacritic position.  Written in 

Paleo Hebrew the word will be the same. 

 

                         

 

The Hebrew "sheol" is the same as the Greek "hades," the imperceptible, the unseen.  A king 

was unseen in Israel; they did not have a king as other nations, so they asked for a king, and 

Saul was given (1 Sam 12:13). So also Saul of the Acts. He was not seen at the beginning of 

the record, nor was he seen with the Twelve. 

 

Harbingers of New Eras  

Saul King of Israel 
 
Israel's first king, Saul—a tall, strong, regal-looking man—was a Benjamite.  
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"And Saul answered and said, "Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of   the tribes of Israel, 

and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of  Benjamin? Why then do you speak 

like this to me?" (I Samuel 9:21).  

 

The God "gave him another heart" so that he prophesied with the prophets (I Samuel 10:9-

10).  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philippians 3:5-6  introduces another son of Benjamin, another Saul. God gave him a new 

heart. This Saul did not misuse his anointing.  

 
With these two people God introduced two eras in spiritual history.  The first Saul started the 

era of the Kingdom of Israel and the other the era of the Church Age open to all mankind. 
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During the period of the Judges, Israel did not have a King.  Their King was Yhvh who was 

unseen.  But they wanted a visible King to go in front of them in their battles.  Thus they 

rejected Yhvh as their King.  It was at this time Yhvh gave them a King in King Saul.  King 
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Saul stands as a stepping stone from Period of Judges to the Period of Kingdom.  In the same 

manner when Mesia came into Judah as a Suffering Servant they rejected their Mesiah.  As a 

result the Kingdom was given over to the Gentiles.  The mediator in this case who served as a 

servant was Apostle Paul.  Both were “Asked for” by the elect as they refused the Theocracy 

and Priesthood of God to the Israel.  Therefore the election was transferred to the gentiles.  

The King Saul was tall and handsome man, but the Apostle Saul was a short and not so 

handsome man. 

 

Pharisee of a Pharisee 

Religious scenario of the time 

Most of our information about the period comes from the writings of Flavius Josephus. 

 

Flavius Josephus ca.38-100. 

 

Jewish general Joseph son of Matthias defended Galilee against the Roman legions. 

After he had been defeated, he defected to his enemies, and advised the Roman 

general Vespasian. When the latter became emperor, his adviser started a career as 

a historian who tried to explain Judaism to the Greeks and Romans. His most 

important works are the Jewish War, the Jewish Antiquities, an Autobiography and 

an apology of Judaism Against Apion (or Against the Greeks). Being an influential 

Roman citizen, he accepted a new name: Flavius Josephus. He must have died about 

100 CE, more than sixty years old.  De antiquitate Judaica. De bello Judaico. 

Augsburg: Johann Schüssler, 1470 

The Three Sects 

Josephus gives the following summary of religious scenario giving three sects. 
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“The Jews had for a great while had three sects of philosophy peculiar to themselves; the sect 

of the Essens,  and the sect of the Sadducees, and the third sort of opinions was that of those 

called Pharisees”  Flavius Josephus ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 18 

Saducees 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

Pharisees 
 

 

 

 

 

Essenes 

 

The Pharisees were the theologians and the scholars of the Jewish religion.  They were 

steeped in the scripture and were the teachers of the law within the scripture.  The Rabbi the 

teachers were mostly Pharisees.  So were the Scribes, the experts who copied the scriptures 

to produce the scriptures – the Publishers, 

                                          

PHARISEES 
 

 

 

Sola Scriptura.   

Freewill. Liberals 

Law, Prophets, Predistination+Freewill 

Theologians. 

 

Mystics, Predestination, Sanyasis 

Essenes 

Mystic 
group  

Sadducees 
the Jews  who only followed the 

Written Torah,  
making up  their own interpretations.  

 

Pharisees 

(the mainstream Jews) 

Mishna (The Oral Traditions) 
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Pharisees (fâr`ĭsēz), one of the two great Jewish religious and political parties of the second 

commonwealth.  Their opponents were the Sadducees, and it appears that the Sadducees 

gave them their name, perushim, Hebrew for "separatists" or "deviants."  

 

The Pharisees began their activities during or after the Hasmonean revolt (c.166–142 B.C.). 

The Pharisees upheld an interpretation of Judaism that was in opposition to the priestly 

Temple cult.  

 

They stressed faith in the one God; the divine revelation of the law both written and oral 

handed down by Moses through Joshua, the elders, and the prophets to the Pharisees; and 

eternal life and resurrection for those who keep the law. Pharisees insisted on the strict 

observance of Jewish law, which they began to codify. While in agreement on the broad 

outlines of Jewish law, the Pharisees encouraged debate on its fine points, and according to 

one view, practiced the tradition of zuggot, or pairs of scholars with opposing views.  

 

They developed the synagogue as an alternative place of worship to the Temple, with a 

liturgy consisting of biblical and prophetic readings, and the repetition of the shma, the basic 

creed of Judaism. In addition, they supported the separation of the worldly and the spiritual 

spheres, ceding the former to the secular rulers. Though some supported the revolt against 

Rome in A.D. 70, most did not. 

 

One Pharisee was Yohanan ben Zakkai, who fled to Jamnia, where he was instrumental in 

developing post-Temple Judaism. By separating Judaism from dependence on the Temple 

cult, and by stressing the direct relation between the individual and God, the Pharisees laid 

the groundwork for normative rabbinic Judaism.  Their influence on Christianity was 

substantial as well, despite the passages in the New Testament which label the Pharisees 

"hypocrites" or "offspring of the vipers." St. Paul was originally a Pharisee. After the fall of the 

Temple (A.D. 70), the Pharisees became the dominant party until c.135 
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“ What I would now explain is this, that the Pharisees have delivered to the people a great 

many observances by succession from their fathers, which are not written in the laws of 

Moses; and for that reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, and say that we are to 

esteem those observances to be obligatory which are in the written word, but are not to 

observe what are derived from the tradition of our forefathers 

 

“Now for the Pharisees, they say that some actions, but not all, are the work of fate, and some 

of them are in our own power, and that they are liable to fate, but are not caused by fate.  

 

“But the sect of the Essenes affirm, that fate governs all things, and that nothing befalls men 

but what is according to its determination.  

“And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, and say there is no such thing, and that the 

events of human affairs are not at its disposal; but they suppose that all our actions are in our 

own power, so that we are ourselves the causes of what is good, and receive what is evil from 

our own folly. “ 

Josephus: Jewish Antiquities, Book 13  

 

“3. Now, for the Pharisees, they live meanly, and despise delicacies in diet; and they follow 

the conduct of reason; and what that prescribes to them as good for them they do; and they 

think they ought earnestly to strive to observe reason's dictates for practice.  

 

“They also pay a respect to such as are in years; nor are they so bold as to contradict them in 

any thing which they have introduced; and when they determine that all things are done by 

fate, they do not take away the freedom from men of acting as they think fit; since their 

notion is, that it hath pleased God to make a temperament, whereby what he wills is done, but 

so that the will of man can act virtuously or viciously.   

 

“3  They also believe that souls have an immortal rigor in them, and that under the earth 

there will be rewards or punishments, according as they have lived virtuously or viciously in 

this life; and the latter are to be detained in an everlasting prison, but that the former shall 

have power to revive and live again.”  Josephus: Jewish Antiquities, Book 18 

 
 

Because of their doctrines which were based on the scriptures and traditions, independent of 

the temple, they survived the destruction of temple. They developed the Synagogues which 

became the mainstay of modern  Jewish faith.  Most of the Rabbis were Pharisees. 

 

SADDUCEES 
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Sadducees, a sect of Jews formed around the time of the Hasmonean revolt (c.200 B.C.). 

Little is known concerning their beliefs, but according to Josephus Flavius, they upheld only 

the authority of the written law, and not the oral tradition held by the Pharisees. They are 

believed to have had a small following, drawn primarily from the upper classes. Eventually, 

they reached an accommodation with the Pharisees, which allowed them to serve as priests in 

exchange for acceptance of Pharasitical rulings regarding the law. Their sect was centered on 

the cult of the Temple, and they ceased to exist after its destruction in A.D. 70 

The origin of the word is associated historically with three derivations: 

 

(1) “Those of Zadok” (Zadokite)  

They claim descent from Zadok, a high priest during the time of King David.  

(2) “The righteous ones”, based on the Hebrew:” Zadiq” meaning righteous.  

(3) Judges or controllers, from the Greek word syndikoi. 

The Sadducees (or Tzedukim) were a group of Jews opposed to the Pharisees (today's 

Rabbinical Jews), founded in the second century BC. They ceased to exist sometime after the 

destruction of the second Temple in Jerusalem (Herod's Temple) in 70AD. 

The Sadducees were a priestly group, Levites, associated with the leadership of the Temple in 

Jerusalem. Sadducees represented the aristocratic group of the Hasmonean High Priests, who 

replaced the previous High Priestly lineage. The earlier Priestly lineage had been blamed for 

allowing the Syrian Emperor Antiochus IV Epiphanes to desecrate the Temple of Jerusalem 

with idolatrous sacrifices and to martyr monotheistic Jews. The Jewish holiday of Hanukkah 

celebrates the ousting of the Syrian forces, the rededication of the Temple, and the 

installment of the new Hasmonean priestly line. The Hasmoneans ruled as "priest-kings", 

claiming the titles of high priest and king simultaneously, and like other aristocracies across 

the Hellenistic world became increasingly influenced by Hellenistic syncretism and Greek 
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philosophies: presumably Stoicism, and apparently Epicureanism in the Talmudic tradition 

criticizing the anti-Torah philosophy of the "Apikorsus" אפיקורסות (i.e., Epicurus) refers to the 

Hasmonean clan qua.  Sadducees. Like Epicureans, Sadducees rejected the existence of an 

afterlife, thus denied the Pharisaic doctrine of the Resurrection of the Dead. 

The fundamental difference between the Sadducees and the Pharisees is the interpretation of 

the Law of Moses:” Take it literally and nothing more, nothing less.” 

 

Saducees deny the existence of "spirit" 

 

 Man has no soul being "monochotomous in nature"  and has no conscious life after death.  

Heaven is a literal restored "garden of Eden" on earth.  Hell is annihilation rather than eternal 

conscious torment 

They are Anti-Trinitarian.    

The Holy Spirit doesn't exist, but is merely a personification of God's power  

The Devil doesn't exist, but is the personification of Sin  

 Demons don't exist, but are personification of disease. 

 Jesus, being created by God, ceased to exist for 3 days in tomb. 

 

By the time of Jesus there were two schools of Sadducees under Shammai and Hillel  
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“But the doctrine of the Sadducees is this:  

That souls do not die with the bodies; nor do they regard the observation of any thing besides 

what the law enjoins them; for they think it an instance of virtue to dispute with those 

teachers of philosophy whom they frequent.”   ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 18 

  
Saduceans started the movement probably at Hasomean Kingdom or even with David and 

ended by the destruction of the temple in 70 AD 

  
The Sadducees solidified as a group soon after the Maccabean revolt (167-160 B.C.).  Because 

they supported the Hasmonean policy of military and economic expansion, they gradually 

came to exercise tremendous influence in John Hyrcanus's court (134-104 B.C.).  

Their influence predominated until the end of Alexander Jannaeus's reign (76 B.C.).  

Under Queen Alexandra (76-67 B.C.) the Sadducees lost their power, and their numbers were 

greatly reduced.  

They fared little better under Herod the Great (37-4 B.C.), who deeply mistrusted the native 

Jewish aristocracy.  

With the imposition of direct Roman rule (A.D. 6), Sadducean fortunes revived. Between A.D. 

6 and 66 the Sadducees not only became a major power within the Sanhedrin, but, for many 

years, they were able to control the high priesthood as well.  

The revolt of 66-70 spelled the end for the Sadducees. 
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THE ESSENES 

The earliest mention of the Essenes is by the Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria (c. 20–

54 CE). Philo who mentions that there were more than 4,000 Essenes (Essaioi) living in 

villages throughout Palestinian Syria.  Roman writer Pliny the Elder (died c. 79 CE)  in his 

Natural History  also describe them as existing for thousands of generations. He placed them 

in En Gedi in the shores of Dead Sea.  Josephus gives  more elaborate descriptions in several 

of his works: The Jewish War (c. 75 CE) Antiquities of the Jews (c. 94 CE) 

From these historical writings we have a pretty good understanting  of the life and beliefs of 

the Essenes   

Among their neighbours they were noted for their love of God and their concerns with piety, 

honesty, morality, philanthropy, holiness, equality, and freedom. There were two sects of 

Essenes. The first type of Essenes did not marry and lived a celibate life, and practiced 

communal residence, money, property, food and clothing. Essenes ritually immersed in water 

every morning, ate together after prayer, devoted themselves to charity and benevolence, 

forbade the expression of anger, studied the books of the elders and believed that there were 

secret knowledge beyond the common revelations.   A second sect did marry and lived a 

family life.  They observed the Sabbath according to all the strictest instructions and spent 

much of their time studying the Law according to philosophical and allegorical interpretations. 

They cherished freedom, possessed no slaves, and rejected the use of weapons or 

participation in commerce.   

 
 

Dead Sea Qumran Community Living Quarters where these celibate community lived as a 

family together. These communities were probably the model that was used by the early 

Christian Communities. 
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Name Essene is derived from Essæi , who derives it from hosios, ("holy"),  and Essæi and 

Esseni .  Their numbers according to Philo and Josephus  was about 4000 soon after the 

destruction of the temple and their chief place of residence was along the west side, but away 

from the shore, of the Dead Sea. 

 

“The doctrine of the Essenes is this:  

That all things are best ascribed to God.  

They teach the immortality of souls, and esteem that the rewards of righteousness are to be 

earnestly striven for; and when they send what they have dedicated to God into the temple, 

they do not offer sacrifices because they have more pure lustrations of their own; on which 

account they are excluded from the common court of the temple, but offer their sacrifices 

themselves;  

The Sect started 150 BC and disappeared  by 100 AD. 
 

 They are the starters of Moasticism, Asceticism, and communistic life. 
 

 The three groups: 
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CHAPTER TWO 

 
PREPARING THE NEW SHAUL 
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PAUL THE PHARISEE 

Acts 23:6 has Paul, arrested and on trial before the Sanhedrin, admitting that he is “a 

Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee.” Pharisaism was a lay movement, centred on study of the 

Torah.  The only movement that survived the final overthrow of the temple and temple based 

system was Pharisaic movement. Thus we should expect most of the jews in despersion were 

Pharisaic given to the obedience and observation of jews.. 

 

 

 Here are a few things which Paul inherited as a Pharisee: 

Every Pharisee had to teach his son a trade by which he could live— Paul was taught the skill 

of Tent making.  Paul supported himself.  He continued in his business to support himself even 

during his missionary journey.   See Acts 18:3-20; 1 Corinthians 4:12    

 

A good Pharisee should be the husband of one wife and strictly adherents to sex within 

marriage.  During the ministry Paul never took a wife with him.  1 Cor 9:5, Paul says: "Don't 

we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the 

Lord's brothers and Cephas?"  Since he claimed to be a Pharisee many believe that he was 

married at one time, his wife likely passed away and that he remained unmarried.  1 Cor 7:1-

7 he declares his celibacy status.  This is deduced from the statement 1 Cor 7:8-9 “Now to the 

unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. But if they 

cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with 

passion”   

 

Being a Roman citizen of Tarsus he had the opportunity to excel in the study of philosophy for 

which Tarsus was famed for. . Paul was a rich Roman. (Acts. 24:26) and he could afford a 

good education.   
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At about age 14, Paul was sent to Jerusalem for his higher studies in Jewish theology. Paul 

came to study in Jerusalem under Rambaan Gamaliel when Shammai became Nasi of the 

Sanhedrin and the rise to supremacy of the house of (Beit) Shammai in AD 20.  
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Rabban Gamaliel 
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Rabbinical teacher, the mentor of St. Paul, Gamaliel was a teacher of the teachers (Professor) 

and was there in Jerusalem from the birth of Jesus.  Like Joseph and Mary, he was also a 

descendant of King David.  Mishna, Pesahim 88, states that he was an "advisor to the king" 

and must have been present probably when the Magi came searching for the King of the Jews 

to the Palace of the King and was a member of the Sanhedrin at the time of the crucifixion of 

Jesus as the nasi (President) of the Sanhedrin.  However he seems to be missing all through 

the court sessions of Jesus. Because of this, some doubt that whether he was indeed the 

President of the Sanhedrin at that time.  We should expect him to have had the first hand 

information regarding the report on the resurrection of Jesus and the beginning of the  “Way” 

from its inception.  He finally was forced to counsel the Jewish Sanhedrin in Jerusalem and 

enforce the release St. Peter and other apostles. (Acts 5:38-39).  However there is 

documental evidence that Gamaliel did sent at least three epistles, designed as notifications 

of new religious rulings, which portray Gamaliel as the head of the Jewish body for religious-

law pertaining to the Levitical Tithing and Jewish calendar settings. .  

The Babylonian Talmud names Gamaliel as the third person among five-

generation dynasty of Manassite chiefs who became nasi- the president of 

the Sanhedrin - the highest executive body of Jewish religion. . Gamaliel's 

Grandfather, Hillel, and Gamaliel himself were president of the Sanhedrin.    

Mishna goes to the extent of stating, ”Since Gamaliel the Elder died, 

reverence for the law has ceased and purity and moderation are vanished.”  

His  Grandson  Gamaliel II  helped consolidate Judaism after the Jewish war 

in AD 66-70.  
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According to Photius, he was baptized by Saint Peter and Saint John, 

together with his son and with Nicodemus. The Clementine Literature, 

suggest that he maintained secrecy about the conversion, and continued to 

be a member of the  Sanhedrin. 

 

CHIEF RABBAN COSTUME  
consisting of under robe, mantle & turban. Red, gold & white combination.  

 

The Kober of Gamaliel 

 

Under the tutelage of Gamaliel, Shaul turned out as a self-righteous Pharisee and a patriotic 

zealot--Acts 22:3  His zeal made him to be a persecutor of Christians--Acts 7:58; 8:3-22; 

26:9-11   It should be assumed that the spirit of discerning and testing which was in Gamaliel 

remained in Shaul, which must have been the final reason for his conversion to Christianity,  

Gamaliel’s advise was:   “If [the Gospel] be of men, it will come to naught, but if it be of God, 

ye will not be able to overthrow it; lest perhaps ye be found even to fight against God.”    
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Shaul’s qualifications at this 

point were: 

• A Greek Scholar 

• A Hebrew 

Scholar 

• A Scholar in the 

Jewish Law 

• An Aristocratic 

Roman Citizen 

of fortune. 
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Shaul:  Man of Three Worlds 

• Jew 

• Born in Hellenic Culture 

• Roman Citizen 

He was therefore the perfect candidate for the transmission of the Gospel into Greco-Roman 

culture from the Hebrew culture, 
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PRINCIPLES OF MISSIOLOGY 

THE GOSPEL OF INCARNATION 

 

 

Go ye, into all the nations and Preach the Gospel 
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The Word became flesh. 

 

The redemptive process of man includes primarily the spreading of the Word.  When we talk 

about the Word we are actually talking about the expression of God in creation.  God being 

beyond comprehension and expressible, the only way we could comprehend God is through 

God’s Word.  The word in its abstractness is also incomprehensible.  That is why the Word will 

have to take flesh in specific form so that it can be understood.  This is the basis of 

Incarnation.  The problem goes still further as God tries to express himself to man.  Man 

understands communication based on the culture in which he lives.  Culture is a compendium 

of verbal and non-verbal system of embedded communication standard.  So when God wants 

to express himself to man he had to make a choice.  Though God talks to people in all 

cultures, the final fuller expression came through Jesus as the incarnation in the Hebrew 

Culture.  Thus the gospel was initially shrouded in the terms and norms of the Hebrew culture.  

Jesus lived in Palestine, among the Jews and taught and lived and died and rose again among 

the Jewish context.   
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The gospel was initially embedded in the Hebrew culture. 

 

Since the gospel was for the whole creation – man and beast and whole created world - the 

great commission was to re-encode the incarnation message into other cultures.   

 
Mar 16:15  And he said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole 

creation.  
 

God was on the look out for an expert in two cultures to effect this transition.  Shaul was the 

right choice for this purpose because, he was at home in both the Hebrew and the Greco-

Roman (Greek and Roman) cultures.  Remember that was the predominant culture of that 

time. 

 

The mission was to transcribe this into other cultures.  What Paul did was just that. 
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From there it was implanted in various neighboring cultures. Far away from the Greco-Roman 

culture. 
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Greco-Roman culture because of being the predominant political and cultural forces of the 

period had penetrated into all neighboring cultures.  As a result the gospel penetrated deep 

into the neighboring cultures.  This then is the story of  translation of salvation message into 

many cultures.  Other Apostles had to penetrate into other cultures, acculturate themselves 

and then implant the message.  One such example was that of Thomas ministry in India. 

 

 

St. Thomas traveled as far as India and embedded the gospel in the Indian culture. 

THE BEGINNING OF REDEMPTION 

 

The incarnation of Jesus into the mortal body was just the beginning of the Plan of 

redemption.  It culminated in the seed of redemption being planted in the corruptible physical 
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world.  In a world where corruption is the law, something strange happened in the burial cave 

of Jesus.  Suddenly the corruptible had given  place to the incorruptible. Jesus rose from the 

dead.  From now on another law has come in existence through the new creation. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality.    

And Jesus indeed was the first fruit from which the seed of new creation was to follow.  The 

great commission was the distribution of this new seed in the whole world, 

"One who believes in the Son has eternal life, 

but one who disobeys the Son won't see life, 

but the wrath of God remains on him." John 3:36  
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Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation.  So they did after being 

empowered from heaven by the Holy Spirit during the Pentecost. 

 
 
Act 2:3-4  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one 

of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as 

the Spirit gave them utterance.  

        
 

Act 2:36  Peter said: Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made 

him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."  

 
 

In Jerusalem  
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Act 2:44  And all who believed were together and had all things in common  
 

and the Jerusalem experiment started 

 

 

 

 

 

The words Kuriakos and Ecclesia used extensively in relation to Church make sense only in 

terms of the early Church Community which was the germ of the teaching of Jesus himself. 
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But this dream did not come true because of the sinfulness of man exemplified by the 

presence of Ananias and Saphira, 
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and the Jews refused to accept the mesiaship of Jesus and ended the election of the Jews as 

the priests to the nations.  The stoning of Stephen was the last expression of the rejection. 

 

Stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:59) 

This resulted in a change of plan in the plan of redemption. 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s plan of redemption started long before the call of Israel. 
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So God did call other nations to be his witness and to be the priests to the nations, 

First it was the Ethiopians.  Then came the Philistines, and then the Syrians.  When all those 

failed, Plan D was the election of Israel.  When Jesus came, he directed the entire plan based 

on the Jewish witness. 

"Go not into the way of the Gentiles....but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. I 

am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  (Matthew 10:7) 

 

Plan D:  No, the gospel is not to be preached to the Gentiles 

and Samaritans. 
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Mt.10:5-6; Mt.15:24  

 

 

But now that too failed 

 

 

 

Plan E:  Yes, the gospel is to be preached to everyone, including the Gentiles and 

Samaritans 

Mt.28:19; Mk.16:15; Acts 15:3; Acts 15:3; Acts 22:21; Acts 28:28 
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The Change of Plan 

 

Until that time the Peter was in charge of the Project.  It was time to tell Peter that the plan of 

action has changed.  This was done in  

 

Act 10:1-8, 24-48 

 

 

An Apostle to the Gentile selected 

 

Act 9:1-20  But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 

to the high priest     and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 
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found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.   

Now as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

about him.     And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?"     And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I am Jesus, whom you 

are persecuting but rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do."     The 

men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.     

Saul arose from the ground; and when his eyes were opened, he could see nothing; so they 

led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.     And for three days he was without 

sight, and neither ate nor drank.     Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Anani'as. 

The Lord said to him in a vision, "Anani'as." And he said, "Here I am, Lord."     And the Lord 

said to him, "Rise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a 

man of Tarsus named Saul; for behold, he is praying,     and he has seen a man named 

Anani'as come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight."     But Anani'as 

answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to thy 

saints at Jerusalem;   and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon 

thy name."     But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my 

name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;     for I will show him how much he 

must suffer for the sake of my name."     So Anani'as departed and entered the house. And 

laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the 

road by which you came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit."   And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his 

sight. Then he rose and was baptized,     and took food and was strengthened. For several 

days he was with the disciples at Damascus.     And in the synagogues immediately he 

proclaimed Jesus, saying, "He is the Son of God." 

 

 
Saul on the way to Damascus 

According to Josephus, Damascus was founded by Uz, grandson of Shem who was the son of 

Noah 
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Damascus  

Capital of modern Syria.  "The Pearl of the East",  

Damascus is an ancient and important city of Syria, standing at over 2,000 feet in a large 

oasis. It is one of the city-states of The Decapolis, and a great centre of trade. (Acts 9:19 – 

25)            
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New Project Manager recruited 
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3 Days of Paul 

Act 9:9  And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  

Rom 6:4  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
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Kinesat Hanaiya (Chapel of Ananias) in the Christian Quarter of the Old City; reputedly the 

place where Ananias laid his hands on Saul to restore his eyesight 

According to Paul's own account in his Letter to the Galatians 1:17, he then went away to 

Arabia, before returning to Damascus. 

 

 

Some scholars believe that Paul went to Sinai Mountains itself like Moses and Elijah to 

commune with God.  It is here probably he was taken up into the third heavens and was 

briefed into his new job. 
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Briefing of the New CEO 

"I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or 

whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third 

heaven" (2 Cor. 12:2) 

 

The exact location of this Sinai in Arabia is still disputed.  Traditional mount of Sinai was 

decided at the time of  Constantine.  However archeologists consider other locations as 

possible too. Paul speaks of the location as: 

 

Gal 4:25 "Now this Hagar is Mt. Sinai in Arabia,...".   

 

Paul’s understanding of Arabia would have been one that was consistent with Old Testament 

passages like 1 Kings 10:15, 2 Chronicles 9:14, Isaiah 21:13, Jeremiah 25:24, and Ezekiel 

27:21, in which Arabia is clearly identified with the region east of the Gulf of Aqaba, where 

“kings” ruled and the “Dedanites” co-dwelt with other nomadic peoples.   Jebel Al-Lawz was 

one of the candidates. 
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An alternate possible  location which is suggested where Paul went in to hiding is the  Petra in 

Nabotea.   
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Hebrew Cosmology 

& 

The Third Heaven 

"I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 

 (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)  

such an one caught up to the third heaven"  

(2 Cor. 12:2) 

It is to be assumed that Paul met with God himself and was given the charge as an Apostle to 

the Gentiles.  The third heaven is to be understood in terms of the Hebrew cosmology.  It is 

the tradition that side by side with the written laws received by Moses there were also 

revelations transmitted orally.  This is the basis of Kaballah and Hebrew cosmology.  The 

structure of the cosmos is represented as a tree or as a man.  It is shown below. 

 

 

 

Apart from the unknown realm wherein the unknowable Supreme God exists, the knowable 

realm is divided into four dimensions.  The Lowest realm is the material realm where the 

known life forms. Exist.  Above this level the three Heavens include: Mental Realm, Spiritual 

Realm and the Divine Realm.  In those various realms, various forms of  sentient beings exists 

which are generally known as Spiritual beings,  But in the Divine level only the divine beings 
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alone exist which apart from the Unique Trinity only the children of God can enter.  This then 

is the third heaven into which Paul went wherein he had a direct contact with the Trinity – 

Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, The combined Trinity which forms the One God  forms the 

unknown realm.  

 

The Four Worlds 

Kabbalists believe the manifestation of our material world was caused by the 

immanent activity of God on four different planes, or in four worlds, 

simultaneously.   

The first world is called Atziluth, -The Divine Realm - the world of 

emanation, and represents the Manifestation of Divine Thought. This is the 

highest Heaven – the Third Heaven.  It is in this world where God manifests 

himself in the form of the archetypes (Kether, Chokmah and Binah).  This is 

where the Holy Trinity appears as distinct persons.  It was the  union of 

Father God with his Shekhinah (his feminine counterpart) the Holy Spirit  

that produced the creation process of the three worlds which follow.   It is 

here the Sons of God reside and the hope of the redeemed mankind as 

Children of God.  It is here Paul was taken up and was summoned and 

commissioned for his mission. 

The second world, the world of creation, is called Briah, - The Spiritual 

Realm -  and represents God's Moral Power.  It is here where the Merkabah 

takes form.  It is also in this world that the highest ranking angels and the 

pure spirits  reside.  

The world of formation, Yetzirah, - The Mental Realm -  is the third of these 

worlds.  Yetzirah represents God's Reproductive or Creative Power.  Angelic 

hosts reside in this world,   

The fourth world is known as Assiah, - The Material Relm or the Kingdom - 

the world of action or making.   

 There are beings that reside in each realm and others that reside in other 

realms in extension.  These are represented often by persons within persons.   

Man being the ultimate creation of man is supposed to be residing in all four 

dimensions.  But after the fall, mankind was in quarantine within the three 

lower dimensions until the time of final redemption when they will occupy the 

whole four dimensions as part of the body of Christ. 
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Gal 1:1  Paul an apostle--not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God 

the Father, who raised him from the dead--  

 

1Ti 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus 
our hope,  

 

 

 

 

Corinthians 12:7. 'And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 

revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, 

lest I should be exalted above measure.'  
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE BEGINNING OF PAUL'S MINISTRY 

Returned to Damascus (Gal. 1:17)  

 

Paul Preaches in the synagogues--Acts 9:20-22  

 

Paul baffled  the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. 

Paul  began to preach the gospel  "boldly in the name of Jesus" (Acts 9:27), 

 

Paul in Damascus 

 

Acts 9:25;  2 Cor. 11:33 Jews plotted to kill him 
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Kanissat Bab Kisan is a gate in southeastern part of the Old City is where, tradition says, Saul 

was lowered in a basket to escape the Nabatean governor.  

 

Acts 9:20-31 

         

 

Paul was smuggled out through the back side.  Thus began the underground movement of the 

Way.  They remained as an underground organization for two centuries. 

 

The reference 2 Corinthians to Aretas, the Nabatean king, fixes the date of Saul’s 

conversion between 34 and 37 AD.  Inside the relatively small and simple church there are a 

couple of relief sculptures illustrating the two great moments in the life of Paul.  

 

Then Paul went to Jerusalem to meet the Apostles.(Acts 9:26). 
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Act 9:26  And when he had come to Jerusalem he attempted to join the disciples  

Barnabas persuaded the Jerusalem community to accept Paul as a disciple.  He preached 

boldly in Jerusalem. Act 9:27-29 

 

   

 

Barnabas was a Jew from the Island of Cyprus: Apostle 

Joseph, the Levite   was the brother of Mary the mother of 

John Mark (Col 4:10) in whose house early Christian 
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Congregation worshipped together underground for fear of the Jews. (Acts 12:12).  Mary by 

the description of the house hold having slave servants was a lady of some means.  The 

courage shown by Mary indicates her standing in the Congregation. It was into this house 

Jesus appeared before the disciples soon after his resurrection.  Severus, the Bishop of Al-

Ushmunain , in the 10th century suggests that Mary was a close cousin of Peter’s wife.  This 

will explain why Mary’s house was important and why Peter went straight to this house soon 

after his release from prison by the angel. 

 

Clement of Alexandria (Titus Flavius Clemens) and Eusebius of Caesarea says that Barnabas 

was one of the seventy Disciples (Luke 10:1-12) but Acts (4: 36-37) seems to indicate the 

opinion that he was converted to Christianity shortly after Pentecost (about A.D. 29 or 30) 

and immediately sold his property and devoted the proceeds to the Church (Acts 4:36-37).. 

At any rate they were as a family closely related to the Ministry of Jesus even during the life 

time of Jesus. Some traditions hold that Barnabas was the brother of Aristobulus of Britannia, 

one of the Seventy Disciples.  

 

His Hebrew name was Joseph (or Joses). Joseph means "may God increase"; Joses, "He that 

pardons"; and Barnabas, "son of encouragement." This name appears to be from the Aramaic  

bar naḇyā, meaning 'son of the prophet'. However, the Greek text of the Acts 4:36 explains 

the name as "son of consolation" or "son of encouragement". A similar link between 

”prophecy” and ”encouragement” is found in St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 14:3)   

 

One account of his appearance is that he was a tall, physically powerful man with kind and 

gentle manners.  He is known as the “Golden tongued preacher”. 

 

Easton, in his Bible Dictionary, purposes that Barnabas and Saul/Paul  had been fellow 

students in the school of Rabbi Gamaliel and might have been friends.This will explain why 

Barnabas decided to get the help of Paul and could trust his conversion while others were still 

afraid of him. According to Luke, Barnabas was a Levite whose family came from the island of 

Cyprus (Acts 4:36)  where some of the Jews of the Diaspora had settled.      

 

ACTS 9:26 and 27: "And when Saul (Paul) was come to Jerusalem he assayed to join himself 

to the disciples, but they were all afraid of him and believed not that he was a disciple.”But 

Barnabas took him and, brought him to the Apostles. 

ACTS 11:22-30: "Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the Church which was in 

Jerusalem; and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 

"Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that 

with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 "For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added 

unto the Lord. 

"Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: "And when he had found him, he 

brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves 

with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in 

Antioch 

The Antiochian tradition says that while he was in Jerusalem he was appointed Archbishop of 

Salamis,  and he returned to Cyprus, accompanied by his cousin John Mark, and Paul.  With 

the conversion of the Roman Ruler Sergius Paulus, Cyprus became the first country in the 

world with a Christian ruler.  But this did not last long. 

 
Icon of St. Barnabas, Salamis, Cyprus 

The tradition is that in 57 A.D., the Jewish community in Salamis objected to his preaching in 

the synagogue, and had Barnabas dragged out, tortured and stoned to death. The Jews then 

had his remains wrapped in a sheet and hid them in some marshland, prior to being disposed 

at sea. The Apostle John Mark, who was a witness of this barbarous action, together with 

some converted slaves rescued the body of Saint Barnabas and buried it in an old tomb under 

a carob (some say cherry) tree to the west of Salamis. On the chest of Saint Barnabas his 

cousin placed a Gospel book of Matthew written by Barnabas. Hotly pursued by the Jews, who 

had discovered their plan, they escaped to Nicosia, where they managed to elude their 

pursuers and escaped to Egypt.   

In 115 AD under the leadership of Artemion, the Jews slaughtered over 240,000 fellow-

citizens in Cyprus.   As a result Jews were expelled from Cyprus. This had given impetus to 

growth of Christianity among the gentiles.   

 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 

Grave of Barnabas 

 

Barnabas is traditionally considered the founder of the Cypriot church.  The 

ancient Cypriot Orthodox Church  is one of the sixteen independent 

('autocephalous') Eastern Orthodox churches. The bishop of the capital, 

Salamis (Constantia), was constituted metropolitan by Emperor Zeno, with 

the title of archbishop. This independent position by ancient custom was 

recognized, against the claims of the Patriarch of Antioch, at the Council of 

Ephesus (431 CE), and by an edict of the Byzantine emperor Zeno.  Some 

say he founded the see of Milan. Tertullian says that Barnabas, not Paul, who 

wrote the epistle to the Hebrews 

 

Barnabas born in Cyprus(Acts 4:36)   

JOSES  A Levite, surnamed Barnabas by the apostles (Acts 4:36)  

Congregation of, elders of Lystra ordained  Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:23) 

Mark was the nephew of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10)  

Mary the mother of Mark was the  sister of Barnabas (Acts 12:12; Colossians 4:10) 

Ordination of  Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:3)   

 

Paul preached in Jerusalem for three weeks and had to go away 

 

Galatians 1:18-20   Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed 

with him fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle except James the Lord’s brother.   
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. Peter and Paul from the gravestone of the boy Asellus ---Christus Rex  

 

 

The Embrace of Sts. Peter and Paul in the Vatopedi Monastery, Mt. Athos  

 

 

Peter and Paul shared their common experience 
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By this time James, brother of Jesus was a figure in the church and probably was .the first 

bishop of Jerusalem. 

Acts. 9:30 Paul now returned to his home in Tarsus (Gal. 1:21), where, for probably lived 

about three years, and we lose sight of him.  

 

 

 

Meanwhile he poured himself into the scriptures. 
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The ministry has now spread from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria to then the rest of the 

world in stages. 

The Early Missionary Journeys 
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 Apostle Peter reaching out 

Acts 9:31-10:48 

The whole Church throughout Judea [1], Galilee [2] and Samaria [3] now enjoyed a period of 

peace. Peter, in the course of travelling (from Jerusalem [4]) about among them all, came to 

God's people living at Lydda [5]. Then there was woman in Joppa [6] There was a man in 

Caesarea [7] by the name of Cornelius  

 

ccel maps 

Paul's first journey as a Christian missionary began when members of the congregation at 

Antioch selected Paul and Barnabas to take the gospel to new places. Setting out from 

Antioch, they sailed to Cyprus, and then ventured to regions that lie in what today is Turkey. 
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Now those who had been dispersed by the persecution which arose over Stephen travelled as 

far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and (Syrian) Antioch, giving the message as they went to Jews only.  

 

However, among their number were natives of Cyprus and Cyrene, and these men, on their 

arrival at (Syrian) Antioch, proclaimed their message to the (Gentile) Greeks as well, telling 

them the good news of the Lord Jesus. 

 

As a result Antioch became the center of Christianity.  ACTS 11:19-26 

 

 

Syrian Antioch – present day Antakya in southern Turkey.  This Antioch was known as "Queen 

of the East", capital of the province of Syria, and the third largest city in the Roman Empire 

after Rome and Alexandria. With a population of over half a million people, it was located on 

the River Orontes, and a junction of trade routes between East and West.  (It should not to be 

confused with Pisidian Antioch, a Phrygian town in the Roman province of Galatia) 

 

Antioch was founded in 301 BC by Seleucus I, a general in the army of Alexander the Great 

and one of his successors. Seleucus named the city after his father Antiochus. When Syria was 

conquered by Rome in 64 BC, Antioch became the eastern capital of the Empire. After the 

martyrdom of Stephen in Jerusalem in about 35 AD many Christians left the city and some 

fled to Antioch for refuge. Acts 11:19-26.  Due to the importance of Antioch as a major center 
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in the ancient Roman Empire, most of  the missionary efforts  outside Judea  by the apostles 

were launched from that city.  It was here that the People of Way came to be known as 

“Christians”. According to church Tradition Saint Peter was the founder and the first bishop of 

the church of Antioch, carrying out his first mission among the gentiles there. He stayed three 

years and returned twice more before he went to Rome and martyrdom. 

Ignatius of Antioch 

 

 

Ignatius became Bishop of Antioch around AD 69. He was arrested by 

soldiers loyal to Emperor Trajan during a time when Christians were being 

actively persecuted. After his arrest, he was sent to Rome to be executed by 

means of wild beasts. As the legend is told, Ignatius's faith remained 

steadfast, as he continued to loudly call upon Jesus' name as he was being 

torn to pieces.  

 

Its third Bishop Ignatius was a disciple of Apostle John.  It was Ignatius who introduced the 

symbol of making the sign of cross with three fingers to symbolize the full gospel preached by 

the church. It is still used in all Eastern Churches. 
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The neo-convert Saul was welcomed into the apostolic community (Acts 9:27).  Four years 

later Barnabas enlisted the aid of Saul for the task of directing the Christian community at 

Antioch (Acts 11:19-26).  Barnabas brought Saul into Antiochian ministry.  See Act. 11:25 – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONING OF SHAUL IN ANTIOCH 
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City walls of Antioch 

 

"And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, 

spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them: 

and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.  

Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and 

they sent forth Barnabas that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he came, and had 

seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would 

cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and 

much people was added unto the Lord.  

Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And when he had found him, he brought 

him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the 

church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch." 

(Acts 11:20-26 KJV) 
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It appears that this gathering at Antioch was an organized move whereby all the leaders with 

the mission to reach out beyond the Jewish realm came together.  The only person missing is 

Peter.  Instead Barnabas seems to take charge.  The first thing Barnabas did was to bring in 

Paul.  Now there was a gathering.  Was it a Council? 

Act 13:1  Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers, 

Barnabas, Symeon that was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen the foster-brother of 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul 

 

These were the main members of the Council 

Barnabas seems to be the leader of the Activities “Son of Encouragement” 

 

Simeon that was called Niger ... 

  

"Niger" means "black".  In Greek the word for black is “melas" and   the Hebrew is "shachor"). 

In Acts 11:19-21 we find that the church in Antioch,  was founded by men from Cyprus and 

Cyrene. So this Simeon  may have been the same Simon who bore the cross of Jesus and was 

the father of Alexander and Rufus (Mark 15:21).   
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After Simon’s death, his wife and son Rufus were living in Rome.  Mark mentions Rufus and 

Alexander, because he and the Roman church knew them.  Paul speaks of Rufus and his 

mother in Romans 16:13. “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.”  

Apparently Simon Cyrenes mother took care of Paul while he was in Rome and Antioch 

indicating that we are talking about Simon Cyrene here. 

Cyrene: is the Greek city in Libya - modern Shahhat. Cyrene was founded in c.630 BCE as a 

colony of the Greek island town Thera, which had become too crowded. The first colonists 

settled at an island called Platea in front of the Libyan coast (modern Bomba). Later, they 

occupied a coastal strip called Aziris, and finally, after concluding a treaty with the native 

Libyans, they founded the town Cyrene.  Both Simon and Lucius hailed from this city.  Jewish 

Christians originally from Cyrene who (along with believers from Cyprus) were involved in the 

preached the Gospel to non-Jews. 

Lucius of Cyrene  

“A kinsman or fellow tribesman of St. Paul, (Romans 16:21) by whom he is said by tradition to 

have been ordained bishop of the church of Cenchreae. He is thought by some to be the 

same with Lucius of Cyrene. Lucius of Cyrene is first mentioned in the New Testament in 

company with Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Manaen and Saul, who are described as 

prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch. (Acts 13:1)  

Whether Lucius was one of the seventy disciples is quite a matter of conjecture; but it is 

highly probable that he formed one of the congregation to whom St. Peter preached on the 

day of Pentecost, (Acts 2:10) and there can hardly be a doubt that he was one of "the men of 

Cyrene" who, being "scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen," went 

to Antioch preaching the Lord Jesus. (Acts 11:19, 20)” Smith's Bible Dictionary  

“Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that arose because of Stephen went as 

far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but Jews. There were 

some Cypriots and Cyrenians, among them, however, who came to Antioch and began to 

speak to the Greeks as well, proclaiming the Lord Jesus.” [Acts 11:19,20 ] 

Act 13:1 names Lucius of Cyrene as one of several to whom the Holy Spirit spoke, instructing 

them to appoint Barnabas and Saul for missionary service to the gentile world. 
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Manaen, Foster-brother of Herod  

The Greek word thus rendered is not found elsewhere in the New Testament; the meaning of 

this word “syntrophos” is somewhat ambiguous, scholars listing no less than three possible 

meanings:  

(1) Manaen's mother had been Herod's wet-nurse;  

(2) Manaen had been brought up as Herod's foster-brother;  

(3) Manaen had been a playmate of Herod.   

In any event, a very close connection with the tetrarch Herod is indicated.  

The name Manaen means "comforter" 
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Josephus mentions one Manaen who was an Essene, (Josephus, Ant. 15:10, sec. 5) whom 

Herod the Great favored highly.  It is possible that   Manaen was son of the Essene Manaen 

who was   adopted by Herod the Great, and made a companion to one of his sons.  

 

The steward of Herod Antipas was Chuza and Joanna was his wife. We know that Joanna 

supported the mission of Jesus Christ with money (Lu 8:3).  Chuza has been connected as 

being the officer with the dying son at Capernaum, an official in Herod's administration.  

Manaen probably came to know Jesus personally and eventually became a Christian soon after 

the Pentecost. 

  

None of these people are residents of Antioch.  Thus we notice that several distinguished 

leaders of the church from various parts of the Christian Churches of the period were present 

in Antioch at that time.  It suggests that this is a gathering of leaders from the Churches 

around the world.  It was here Saul and Barnabas was commissioned officially by the laying on 

of hands for the mission among the Gentiles. 

“And as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, separate me Barnabas 

and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. Then, when they had fasted and prayed 

and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” 

 

This must have been an official commissioning and ordination by the Council of Elders who 

met in Antioch.  The only person missing is Peter, who actually initiated the ministry among 

the Gentiles.  But this is why Paul later made it a point to meet with Peter and exchanged 

notes.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 

"And when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them,  

they sent them away." Acts 13:3 
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The laying on of hands is one of the most basic and fundamental doctrines of the Christian 

faith.  Hebrews 6:1, 2  It certainly came from the Hebrew tradition.  The group met 

here were essentially Jews and the laying on hands was the Old Testament method 

of ordaining. 

 

  

In the Old Testament did the laying on of hands was a part in offering sacrifices? Exodus 

29:10; Leviticus 1:4; 3:2, 8, 13; 4:15.   These indicated separating the offering from ordinary 

use for the purpose of God’s work.  These included killing the sacrificial animal as substitution 

and propitiation for the sins of the person and the community. The sacrifice of Jesus was the 

ultimate sacrifice in that sense.  Again every Christian is a living sacrifice.  Thus special 

Commission was always considered as a Sacrifice and hence Old Testament and Christian 

Churches always used laying on hands in Ordination and Commissioning.   It was a part of the 

Ordination Ceremony in OT Numbers 8:10; 27:16-23; Deuteronomy 34:9. 

The priesthood was transferred from Jews to Christians. 

Ordination of Jewish nation: 

Exo 19:5-6  Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 

my own possession among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation 
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Ordination of Christians: 

 

1Pe 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, 

that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.  

 

  

Thus every Christian in commissioned by laying of hands even today as they come to join the 

Church either at Baptism or at the Confirmation or at the first Communion.  

 

Here we notice that Barnabas and Paul were commissioned by the laying on of hands which 

implied a sacrifice of the personalities for the preaching of the word. 

 

Thus begins the ministry of Paul, as the Apostle to the Gentiles and the work of the 

Architecture of the Church of Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER FOUR 
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FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY   Act 13-14 
 
 
48 A.D. 

From Antioch Paul, Barnabas and John Mark begin their first journey.  
They travel to Cypress (Cyprus) and Perga.  
They took John Mark to assist them 

 

THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS  

 
IN THE SYNAGOGUES AT SALAMIS... Ac 13:5 
      Barnabas and Paul preached the word of God  
 
AT PAPHOS       
The encounter with a false prophet Bar-Jesus Elymas and conversion of  Sergius 
Paulus the ProConsul - Ac 13:6-11 
 
From now on Luke uses the name Paul instead of Saul 
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THE REGIONS OF PAMPHYLIA, PISIDIA, AND LYCAONIA (46-47 A.D.) 

AT PERGA of Pamphylia 
John Mark leaves Paul and Barnabas at Perga and returns to Jerusalem (see Acts 13:13). 
 After Perga Paul and Barnabas journey to Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. 

AT ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA... 
Paul's sermon in the synagogue - Ac 13:14-41 
Rejection by the Jews and reception by the Gentiles - Ac 13:42-49   
Expulsion by the Jews - Ac 13:50-52 

AT ICONIUM. 
Paul and his companions stayed "a long time" here 
The city eventually became divided between the Jews and the apostles, and an 
attempt to stone them forced Paul and his companions to flee to Lystra and 
Derbe - Ac 14:4-7 
Paul heals a lame man - Ac 14:8-18 
Jews from Antioch and Iconium persuade the multitude to stone Paul - Ac 14:19-
20; 2Co 11:25 

 AT DERBE  Ac 14:21a 

AT LYSTRA  
Agrippa II  made king of Chaleis. 

49 A.D. 

RESIDING IN ANTIOCH OF SYRIA (48-49 A.D.) 
Paul and Barnabas go back  and return to Antioch. 
Cumanus made procurator of Judaea  
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Paul and Barnabas Ordained for the Mission among the Gentiles at Antioch by the 

representatives of the Churches in Roman Empire. 

 

Act 13:4  So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia. 

 

 
 

Sailing to Cyprus (Act 13:4). 
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MARK THE EVANGELIST  

 
Joined Paul and Barnabas in Salamis 
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John Mark 

John Mark was born in the Pentapolis or Qairawan (Now Tunisia or Libya according to other 

sources) approximately 15 years after the birth of Jesus.  His mother Mary (Act 12:12) moved 

to Jerusalem where she had a home which became the meeting place of Christians during the 

persecution soon after the resurrection of Jesus.  We should therefore expect him to be closely 

involved with the ministry of Jesus and his passion. Most probably taking into the traditions of 

the authors of the period, Mark was the young man who “fled from them naked” at 

Gethsemane during the arrest of Jesus (Mark 14:51-52). Traditionally, Mark is said to be the 

man who carried water to the house where the Last Supper took place (Mark 14:13).  Coptic 

Church tradition additionally states that Mark is the one who hosted the disciples in his house 

after the death of Jesus, into whose house the resurrected Jesus Christ came (John 20), and 

into whose house the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples at Pentecost.  Mark is also 

believed to be one of the servants at the Marriage at Canaa who poured out the water that 
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Jesus turned to wine (John 2:1-11), and was one of the Seventy Apostles sent out by Christ 

(Luke 10:1). 

He is the author of the earliest Gospel to be written (it was written in Greek around AD 70). 

His symbol is Lion representing the Lion of Judah aspect which is portrayed in the gospel 

 

The Alexandrian church claims Mark as its founder—the liturgy of that church is called the 

Liturgy of St. Mark.   His symbol as an evangelist is a lion.  It is reported that Mark was the 

secretary of Apostle Peter and hence the Gospel is probably written from the point of view of 

Peter.  Papias (around 100 AD) says Mark wrote down the stories Peter told, but not 

necessarily in chronological order.  

A further report of Mark as the amanuensis of Peter and an earlier Secret Gospel of Mark is 

given in a letter of Clement of Alexandria (died ca 211 - 216), transcribed into a printed book 

in the monastery of Mar Saba, south of Jerusalem. In it Clement states:  

""As for Mark, then, during Peter's stay in Rome he wrote an account of the Lord's doings, not, 

however, declaring all of them, nor yet hinting at the secret ones, but selecting what he 

thought most useful for increasing the faith of those who were being instructed. But when 

Peter died a martyr, Mark came over to Alexandria, bringing both his own notes and those of 

Peter, from which he transferred to his former book the things suitable to whatever makes for 

progress toward knowledge. Thus he composed a more spiritual Gospel for the use of those 

who were being perfected. Nevertheless, he yet did not divulge the things not to be uttered, 

nor did he write down the hierophantic teaching of the Lord, but to the stories already written 

he added yet others and, moreover, brought in certain sayings of which he knew the 

interpretation would, as a mystagogue, lead the hearers into the innermost sanctuary of that 

truth hidden by seven veils. Thus, in sum, he prepared matters, neither grudgingly nor 

incautiously, in my opinion, and, dying, he left his composition to the church in Alexandria, 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

where it even yet is most carefully guarded, being read only to those who are being initiated 

into the great mysteries."  

An extensive and satisfyingly circumstantial account of Mark's life was written by Severus, 

Bishop of Al-Ushmunain, in the 10th century. It might have been a legendary account as 

handed down to that period.  According to this account, Mark was the nephew of Barnabas, 

who was cousin to Peter's wife. Mark was one of the servants at the wedding feast at Canaa 

who poured out the water that Jesus Christ turned to wine. This was Jesus' first public miracle.  

Mark was one of the Seventy Apostles sent out by Christ; he was the servant who carried 

water to the house of Simon the Cyrenian, where the Last Supper took place; and Mark was 

the one who hosted the disciples in his house after the death of Jesus, and into whose house 

the resurrected Jesus Christ came, although all the doors were shut.  

He evangelized Libya, Ammonicia & Pentapolis, and then settled in Alexandria.   Mark was the 

first to preach the Gospel in Alexandria and he established the Church there in 48 AD.  He 

became the first bishop of Alexandria.    However Alexandria turned out to be first School to 

encourage studies in science, philosophy, music, math and language   

 In 68 A.D. he was martyred and they tried to burn his body. Afterwards, the Christians in 

Alexandria removed his unburned body from the ashes, wrapped it and then buried it in the 

easterly part of the church they had built. His remains were later stolen and taken to Venice. 

They were not returned to Egypt until 1968.  

 John Mark being the nephew of Apostle Barnabas joined the journey along with Paul and 

Barnabas.   He left the mission when faced with the difficulties of the journey.  Later he joined 

Barnabas in is further journeys.  When Paul and Barnabas, who had been in Antioch, came to 

Jerusalem, they brought Mark back to Antioch with them (Act 12:5), 

He was martyred in 68 AD when pagans of Serapis (the Serapion-Abbis Greek Egyptian god) 

tied him to a horse's tail and dragged him through the streets of Alexandria's district of 

Bokalia for two days until his body was torn to pieces.  His head is in a church named after 

him in Alexandria, and parts of his relics are in St. Mark's Cairo's Cathedral. The rest of his 

relics are in the San Marco Cathedral in Venice, Italy.  
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Cyprus: Salamis:  Acts 13:4-5 

 

 
 
Act 13:6 -12 and when they had gone through the whole island unto Paphos, they found a 

certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-Jesus; who was with the 

proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of understanding. The same called unto him Barnabas and 

Saul, and sought to hear the word of God.   But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by 

interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn aside the proconsul from the faith.  But Saul, 

who is also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on him,  and said, O full of 

all guile and all villainy, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
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cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?  And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 

thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on 

him a mist and darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. Then the 

proconsul, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the teaching of the 

Lord.  

 

 

 
Bar Jesus 

the Elymas – the sorcerer 

Elymas means "Wise" in Arabic, while Bar-Yeshua (Bariesous) literally means "son of Jesus" in 

Aramaic. Bar-Jesus was the magician's Jewish name.  Elymas is said to be the interpretation 

of his name (Acts 13:8). It is the Greek transliteration of an Aramaic or Arabic word equivalent 

to Greek magos. From Arabic `alama, "to know" is derived `alim, "a wise" or "learned man." 

In Koran, Sura106, Moses is called Sachir `alim, "wise magician." Elymas therefore means 

"sorcerer"   Simon "Magus" was a magician.   Manichaean was a magician.  They were all 

Gnostics. It is not to be considered as a derogatory term. In Sanskrit we have the term Gnaani 

– “One who knows” 

Babylonia was the home of magic, for charms are found on the oldest tablets. "Magos" was 

originally applied to the priests of the Persians.  In the olden days priests were also scientists 

and physicians. Magis were the scientists of their day, the heirs of the science of Babylon and 

the lore of Persia.  They were Doctors of Philosophy of the period – a mixture of Science, 

Philosophy and Religion.  So we see why Bar-Jesus was the counselor to  Sergius Paulus.  

He must have been a Jewish Essene Kabbalists with emphasis on Ritual Power.  Jewish 

mysticism has historically been tinged by large doses of magic, superstition, and demonology. 

It was common practice for the Roman officials to retain the powerful personals in Jewish cults 

to be their counsels and advisers.  They were well known for their intelligence and 

cunningness,  There is  a tradition in Cyprus, that Paul was taken to the entrance of the local 
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synagogue and tied to a special pillar, where he received 39 lashes as atonement for the 

‘intentional sin’ of preaching about the Lord Jesus Christ probably under the instruction of 

Elymas.. This pillar at St Paul’s church in Paphos, once the site of an ancient synagogue, is still 

visited by countless pilgrims from around the globe to this day.  This might have interested 

the Pro-Counsel to call for Paul to hear his message.  This is probably where the confrontation 

with Elymas took place which resulted in the miracle of blinding of Elymas and the conversion 

of Sergius Paulus.  

 Like all religious Spiritualist who gives extreme importance and power to symbols and words, 

the Jewish mystics – known as Kaballists – have tended to magic and witchcraft.  Apocryphal 

writings to give ample testimony to the presence of magic and witchcraft as part of the Jewish 

tradition.  Elymas might have been one such powerful mystic who could perform miracles.  

Paul became a rival to Elymas.  Hence the conflict. 
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We see powerful magic as done by the magicians of Pharaoh.  The Pharaoh had his magician 

cast down his staff and it became a snake. Moses does the same with his staff and it too 

becomes a snake, which immediately devours the Pharaohs snake...implying that God's magic 

is stronger than Pharaohs. It shows that magic is real in the universe which is brought about 

by some form of Physical and Spiritual laws.  These included often the power of spoken words.  

It was always believed that the correct pronunciation of YHVH was sufficient to produce 

miracle.  It was actually said that Jesus did his miracles because of he knew the name of God.   
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Blinding of Elymas the magician (13:6-11)  

Giorgio Giulio Clovio. Elymas the Prophet, Struck with Blindness by St. Paul. 15th century  
 

 
Cyprus: Paphos 
Acts 13:6-12 

 

Sergius Paulus  

 
In 45 A.D. Paul the Apostle, travelling with St. Barnabas to Cyprus, succeeded in converting 

the Roman proconsul in Pafos to the Christian faith - making Cyprus the first country ever to 

be governed by a Christian leader.  
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Sergius Paulus, Paul's first convert on Cyprus had land holdings in the area (Acts 13:7). In 

1877 this inscription was uncovered a short distance north of Paphos bearing Sergius Paulus’s 

name and title of proconsul.  
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                                           Saul                                         Paul 

 
 

Acts 13:9 
Luke tells us here for the first time  

that Saul is also called Paul.  
This name is used from now on.  

 

 

 
 
  

Lazarus 

 
Later, according to the biblical account, St. Lazarus was resurrected from the dead by Christ 

and sailed from Bethany to Cyprus where he lived for another 30 years (apparently not 

cracking a smile once in three decades!). 
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His sarcophagus is in the crypt of St. Lazarus Church in Larnaka. 

   

 
 

Thirty-year-old Lazarus, who persecuted by the Jews, boarded a ship and left his homeland 

and after a two-day trip, the ship reached Cyprus. It was at that place in 45 AD, that Apostles 

Paul and Barnabas met with Lazarus and ordained him First Bishop of the ancient city of Kitio 

that is Larnaca today.  
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Lazarus lived for another thirty years since his resurrection by Jesus. All these years he had 

been gloomy and sullen. For in the underworld, where he had remained for four days, he had 

seen admirable things that were unspoken of. 

 
 

The only time he had faintly smiled and that was with bitterness was at the city’s flea market, 

where he once saw someone steal a clay pot. “Look over there”, he said to his friends who 

were with him, “one clay is stealing another!”  
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Outside Kitio, there was a great, big-leafed vineyard. Just before harvest, when big, juicy, ripe 

bunches of grapes hang from the vines, the saint happened to walk nearby. He had been 

walking for hours and was extremely thirsty. There, a woman who was the owner of the 

vineyard was working  

”Please, woman”, he said with much kindness, “may I have some grapes? I am dying of 

thirst.” 

However, the cruel and heartless woman scolded him: 

“Go to your work, old man. This place produces only salt, not grapes.”  

“I bless this place, always to have salt to produce.” 

 

 
 
 

At once, the vineyard became a vast, salt marsh. It is the very salt marsh that is located 

today just outside the city of Larnaca. The workers in our days, who collect the salt, say that 

even today when they dig up, they can still find roots and stems of that vine.  
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When the saint died, the people of Kitio, who loved him very much, for he had helped them 

through hard times, buried him in a carved coffin bearing the inscription: 

“Lazarus the man of four days and friend of Jesus.” 

The stone coffin was placed in a chapel.  

 

 
 

Lazarus-church in Larnaka  
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After many years, in 890 AD, the sacred bones of the saint were transferred to Constantinople 

at the command of Leo VI the Wise. In return, the Emperor sent money and skilful builders to 

Cyprus to build a magnificent church in Larnaca that bears the saint’s name. 
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Ancient walls of Pafos 
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Holy See of Paphos 

 
The Apostles Paul and Barnabas founded the Church of Paphos in 46 A.D.  

It was the first Christian church that was founded by the Apostles. Later Saint Heraclidius and 

Bishop Epafras organized it, with the help of the Apostle Barnabas.    Paphos, at that time, 

was the capital of Cyprus,   It participated in the First Ecumenical Council, held in Nice in 325 

A.D., with Bishop Cyril or Cyriacos. Bishop of Paphos Loulios participated in the Second 

Ecumenical Council that took place in Constantinople in 381AD. Bishop of Paphos Saprikios 

participated in the Third Ecumenical Council that took place in Ephesus in 431 and confirmed 

the Autocephalous of the Church of Cyprus.  Since 330 A.D. Cyprus was a district of 

Byzantium, and Christianity was the official religion of the island 
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Perge 
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Still standing temple corner in Perge. 

 

 
 

Roman Theatre in Perge 
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Perga 

Acts 13:13 
 

There John Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem. Because of this, Paul considered him 

unreliable and would later refuse to work with him (Acts 15:38).  

 

 

Paul and Barnabas arrived here along with Barnabas’ nephew John Mark who abandoned the 

team from there. This proved to be a point of contention that eventually divided Paul and 

Barnabas. 
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Roman road to Antioch-Pisidia 
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The rough, mountainous passage caused Antioch to be isolated since it was the only way in 

and out of the city. (Were these mountains daunting to John Mark, and the reason he chose 

not to continue?)   

 
Travelling northward from Perga to Pisidian Antioch, Saul and Barnabas followed the Roman 

road known as the Via Sebaste. With the mountains looming in the distance, the 100-mile 

journey took them about a week (travelling about 15 miles a day) and was extremely 

dangerous 
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Antioch in Pisidia 
Acts 13:13-52 

 
On the west side of the city are the foundations of the synagogue where Saul gave his first 

recorded sermon. In the 4th century AD the Church of St. Paul was built on the remains, 

incorporating its southern wall. Although most of the walls have disappeared, the superb 

mosaics and inscriptions which entirely cover the floor are worth seeing. At the centre of the 

mosaic are four Greek inscriptions giving the names of people who made the mosaic floor and 

the names of priests and dedicators. One of those mentioned is Optimus, a leader and bishop 

in the Antioch church between 375-381 AD. It is significant that this is the only church in 

ancient Anatolia built on the site of a synagogue. 
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Pisidian Antioch:   View of the remains of the temple and altar where the emperor was 
worshiped - always problematic to Christians. 

 

 
 

View of the remains of the aqueduct that brought water to the city. 
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The foundations of the triple city gate built as a monument commemorating the victory of the 
Roman emperor Septimus Severus over the Parthians 

 

 
 

The theatre was situated on a hill not far from the city centre overlooking the city. It could 

accommodate 5,000 spectators and probably consisted of 26 rows of seats. The city's main 

east-west street ran through a tunnel beneath the south side of the seating area, an unusual 

feature that has not been observed elsewhere.  
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Matthew 10:14  
Act 13:50  But the Jews urged on the devout women of honourable estate, and the chief men 
of the city, and stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and cast them out of their 
borders.  
Act 13:51 but they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Iconium 
Acts 14:1-7   

People attempted to stone them.  
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Coin from Lystra    
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An inscription on a stone at the site of Lystra (again, note the word "Lustra," in the fourth line) 

was a key to determining the location of the city.  

 

 
 

Lystra is mentioned seven times in the NT. It was a Gentile and largely Latin speaking colony, 

using a dialect that was beyond the comprehension of Paul and Barnabas. The Book of Acts 

reports that Paul and Barnabas “fled to Lyaconia,” to the cities of Derbe and Lystra, Iconium, 

Sadettin, and Kervansaray. 
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Christ healed ALL who came to Him by THEIR "Faith 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Peter and John healed the cripple man in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Apostle Paul healed all who came to him by THEIR 

"Faith" 

Acts 14:9-10 

 
Act 14:11 and when the multitude saw what Paul had done, they 

lifted up their voice, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are 

come down to us in the likeness of men.  

Act 14:12 and they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercury, 

because he was the chief speaker.  

 
 

 
 
 

Lystra 
Acts  14:8-23 
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At Lystra, Paul healed a man with crippled feet. People thought Paul and Barnabas were the 

gods Zeus and Hermes. They brought oxen and garlands to offer a sacrifice, but Paul 

prevented it. Later, people turned against Paul. They stoned him and dragged him out of the 

city. 

 
 

Hermes was the messenger of the gods. Since Paul did the talking, the people identified Paul 

with Hermes and Barnabas with the more distant figure of Zeus. 
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Zeus was the highest of the gods in the Greek pantheon.  

Zeus is the God of the skies – the thunder God. 
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Act 14:19-20 but there came Jews thither from Antioch and Iconium: and having persuaded 

the multitudes, they stoned Paul, and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was 

dead.  But as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and entered into the city: and 

on the morrow he went forth with Barnabas to Derbe. 

 
 

The Stoning of St Paul and St Barnabas at Lystra 

Signed and dated: Barent Fabritius 1672    
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Derbe 
Acts 14:20-21   

 
Act 14:21  And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had made many disciples. 
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Attalia 

Acts 14:25-26 
 

Attalia was the chief port of the region of Pamphylia. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

 

COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM 

 

THE CROSS-CULTURAL CHALLENGE 

IN THE FIRST CENTURY 
 
Acts 15:1 It was in Antioch that "certain from Jerusalem taught Gentile converts, 

'Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved'" 

Until now Christianity was a cult within the Jewish religion. 

Like other Christians, its adherents believe that Jesus of Nazareth, whom they call Yeshua, is 

the resurrected Messiah and the Divine Savior. Messianic Judaism adds to this basic belief the 

observance of Jewish Law, These observances include observing Jewish Shabbat, abstaining 

from pork, shellfish, and other foods banned by Jewish law, and observing Jewish holidays. 

But now the gospel has reached out. A large number of believers who do not understand 

Jewish religion formed an external faction. The central belief was in the resurrection of Jesus 

and the central ritual was the breaking of bread together. 
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The problem was, how do we integrate these newcomers. There were two possible solutions. 

The first and the easy solution was to integrate them into the Jewish Religion. Knowing the 

Jewish emphasis on the detailed laws and elaboration of them, this brought in a lot of rubbish 

baggage. So two parties favoring the two possible alternatives came into the mission. First 

argued for total merging of the new sect into Jewish Religion and remain as a cult within it. 

We have no names of the leaders of this group. The other proposed a total break away from 

the law into faith part alone. The leader of this group 

was Paul and Barnabas. 

 

 

Conversion to Judaism 
 

Conversion to Judaism takes place normally in several steps. 

Once some one is interested in the religion. He will have to present himself before the Bet Din, 

the religious court. The Religious Court, or Bet Din, consists of three people, atleast one of 

whom must be a rabbi. The Bet Din officially oversees the formal conversion who examines 

the person with regard to the sincerity of their intentions. Once this is established the ritual 

process starts. 

 

• CIRCUMCISION 

One requirement for males who wish to be converted is 

circumcision, or brit milah. 

If a circumcision has already been performed, the Orthodox 

and Conservative movements require that a drop of blood be 

drawn as a symbolic circumcision. This ceremony is called 
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Hatafat Dam Brit.(In the modern Judaistic Reform and Reconstructionist movements 

circumcision is not required as part of the 

conversion process. But then these are recent developments) 

 

• IMMERSION : BAPTISM 

Both male and female candidates immerse themselves in a ritual bath called a mikveh. This 

ceremony is called tevillah. The mikveh can be any body of natural water, though the term 

usually refers to a specific pool that is built for the purposes of ritual purification. Blessings are 

recited and the person goes bending into the water. According to traditional Jewish law, three 

witnesses must be present. 

>  Mikva , found in the excavated portion of the Herodian mansion in Jewish Quarter in 

Jerusalem 

 

• THE OFFERING 

While the temple lasted, during the Apostolic period, the proselytes brought sacrifices or 

offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. After the Temple was destroyed, this ceremony 

disappeared. 

 

• PUBLIC CONFESSION 

The Proselyte may then receive a new name since this is a new birth through the waters of 

mikveh. It was common for the proselyte to make a public confession of faith. 

 

 

Brit milah, which means "covenant of circumcision," In Yiddish it is "bris." 

Circumcision 
P and J Traditions 

Circumcision was not unique to the Israelites, as this Egyptian tomb painting from sixth 

dynasty (2350-2000 B.C.E.) Saqqara demonstrates 
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Apparently not all Egyptians were circumcised. The question is who were the people who were 

circumcised among the Egyptians and why? Godfrey Higgins, a Masonian author 

("Anacalypsis", London 1836), suggests that , "Priests only of the Egyptians were 

circumcised." This probably was the practice among the class of people who were initiated into 

religious teachings through circumcision, around puberty-age and only to virgin boys. Masonic 

historian, Manly P. Hall ("Freemasonry of the Ancient Egyptians",Los Angeles 1936), indicates 

this idea "In ancient Egypt learning was regarded as a high 

privilege and education was under the direction of a small number of individuals who were 

organized into bonds, pledges and vows of secrecy....(a candidate) having applied at 

Heliopolis, was referred to the Learned of the Institution at Memphis, and these sent him to 

Thebes (where) he was circumcised." In fact some believe that the Great Pyramid (Cheops) 

was a temple of initiation. Some believe that initiates taught the mysteries in steps until at 

some point they were admitted into full Priesthood with impartation of secret knowledge and 

circumcised.  

 

The jewish traditional ritual has the following prayers as part of ceremony. The mohel recites 

benedictions of circumcision, then the father offers the blessing: 

“Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us with 

your commandments and commanded us to bring him into the covenant of Abraham, 

our father.”  

Any guests present say, "Amen," and then give the blessing: 

“As he entered the covenant, may he enter into the study of Torah, into marriage and 

into 

the doing of good deeds.” 
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Like all ancient religions there are several myths surrounding the idea. Some suggests that 

there was a God of Circumcision itself who maintained the fertility of the Nile banks. This God 

circumcised himself and the blood from his penis fell and created the universe. 

 

Circumcision was a sacrifice. In cutting away part of the sexual organ was a symbolic sacrifice 

of one’s own life. Thus it becomes a symbol of covenant between the person and God. It is in 

this sense the circumcision became the covenant symbol. 

Gen 17:3 -6 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, "Behold, my covenant is with 

you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of 

nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall 

come from you. 

 

Gen 17:7-10 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 

offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your offspring ….for an everlasting 

possession, and I will be their God." And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my 

covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, 

which you shall keep, between me and you and 

your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.” 

 

Circumcision is the first commandment given by God to Abraham, the first Jew, and is central 

to Judaism. 

 

Circumcision was a tribal sign and it was important in a world of tribal war fare where a 

wandering tribal man was sure to meet death. It was not an option and hence it was given on 

the eighth day. 

 

There are essentially two traditions as understood by the bible scholars – The Priestly tradition 

and the Yahvite tradition – commonly know and P and J Traditions. They place different 

meaning to this ritual. 

 

In the Priestly Tradition circumcision established itself within Judaism as the premiere mark 

of covenant commitment. Sealing the covenant by circumcising the organ of procreation with a 

knife, with its obvious threat of infertility, has the effect of symbolically handing over the 

possibility of offspring to the grace of God. By practicing the rite from generation to 

generation, the Israelites almost literally placed their future into the hands of the God of 

covenant. In this sense it is a self sacrifice. 
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In the Yahvite Tradition, The covenant was primarily a convention whereby Yahweh granted 

blessing in perpetuity. For the Yahvist, covenant took the form of a charter covenant given to 

Abraham with no required action in return, only a commitment of faith. 

 

By retaining both notions of covenant within the Abrahamic narrative, the final edition affirms 

that the two covenants complement each other. All prophets therefore spoke of circumcision 

as “remove the foreskin of our hearts.” 

 

Jer 4:4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of 

Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

 

Moses himself was not circumcised as he was brought up in the Pahraoh’s Palaca and his 

statements therefore follows the J traditions giving it a spiritual meaning. 

 

Deut. 10:16, 18 Ye shall circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and shall no longer harden your 

neck, doing the judgment of the orphan and the widow, and loving the stranger to give him 

bread and raiment 

 

“Jehovah said unto Joshua, Make thee swords of rocks, and circumcise the sons of Israel the 

second time and Joshua made him swords of rocks, and circumcised the sons of Israel at the 

hill of the foreskins and Jehovah said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of 

Egypt from off you; and he called the name of that place Gilgal (Rolling-off) (Joshua 5:2, 3, 

9); 

 

The Law and Grace? 

 

ACTS 15:2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the 

brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to 

Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 
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The question was whether the Jewish law is binding to the followers of Jesus 
 

Jerusalem Council AD 50 

 
The leaders of new way gathered together as a council in Jerusalem and the council heard 
both sides. 
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Peter being the initiator of the ministry outside of the Jews now supported the proposal of Paul 

and Barnabas. Acts 15:7-11. It was now clear to the whole council that "God is doing 

something new" Acts 15:13-21 

 
 

This was the emergence of Christianity as it broke the umbilical cord from the parental womb. 
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So this indeed was the beginning of the Church. The only imposition was the four apostolic 
decrees. 
 

 
 

Under the New Covenant, God is calling a spiritual nation composed of individuals converted 

and begotten by His Holy Spirit. God's people now are all to be "circumcised" spiritually. 

Physical circumcision is no longer necessary for religious purposes. It was a forerunner or type 

of what God really wanted—circumcision of the heart (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Jeremiah 

4:4). Paul told the congregation in Rome that physical circumcision is of no spiritual benefit 

(Romans 2:25-29); Spiritual circumcision, though, is a process of conversion. That Christ 

circumcises us spiritually is made plain in Colossians 2:10-11. 

This is why the assembled apostles and elders of the New Testament church declared 

circumcision to be one of the physical requirements of the Old Covenant that is not necessary 

for Christians (Acts 15:24, 28). 
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Since Peter was now involved in the mission among the Jews in dispersion, James, and not 

Peter, was the undisputed leader of the Jerusalem Church. We know that Peter had difficulty in 

accepting the new faith as a separate Religion. 

 

“Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men 

from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called 

Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren, with the following letter: 

 

"The brethren, both the apostles and the elders, to the brethren who are of the Gentiles in 

Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greeting. Since we have heard that some persons from us have 

troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no instructions, it has 

seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with our 

beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things 

by word of mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no 

greater burden than these necessary things: that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to 

idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from unchastity. If you keep yourselves 

from these, you will do well. Farewell." 

 

"So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch; and having gathered the 

congregation together, they delivered the letter." (Acts 15:22-30 ) 
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CHAPTER SIX 

PAUL'S SECOND MISSIONARY 

JOURNEY 

 

  

  

 

                             

 

50 A.D. 

Paul and Barnabas attend the "Council of Jerusalem"  
Caraetaeus captured by the Romans in Britain. 
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Cogidunus (Father of Claudia  2 Timothy 4:21) assists the  
Romans in Britain. 

51 A.D. 

Paul and Barnabas travel to Antioch.  
At Antioch  a disagreement  between Paul and Barnabas  
about whether to allow  
Mark to rejoin them.   
 Paul  decides to take Silas with him to Tarsus, Derbe, Lystra, 
 Iconium and  
Antioch in Pisidia.  
Barnabas takes John Mark and  goes to the island of Cyprus. 

At Lystra Paul meets Timothy, who accompanies him on the  
rest of his journey. 

52 A.D. 

Paul/Silas/Timothy travel to Troas, Philippi, Thessalonica and Beroea 
Paul travels to Corinth and writes 1 Thessalonians.    
Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla. 
Claudius expels the Jews from Rome  

53 A.D. 

Paul stays in Corinth and writes 2 Thessalonians.| 
The tetrarchy of Trachonitis given to Agrippa II.| 
Felix made procurator of Judaea 

54 A.D. 

Paul, Aquila and Priscilla leave Corinth for  Ephesus. 
 Aquila and Priscilla stay in Ephesus as Paul travels on to Jerusalem.  
Paul goes on to  Summer and  to Antioch. 
Death of Claudius and accession of Nero. 
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 Paul & Silas   

Second missionary journey begins with Paul and Barnabas traveling back to Antioch.(AD 51) 

 

Silas first appears in Acts (15:22-29) with Barnabas, after the Council of Jerusalem, as 

carrying a letter with the council's decision, to Antioch 
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Silas Silvanus (Greek = Silouanos) 

 

There is some disagreement over the proper form of his name. He is consistently called "Silas" 

in Acts, but the Latin Silvanus, which means "of the forest", is always used by Paul and in the 

First Epistle of Peter.  It may be that "Silvanus" is the Romanized version of the original 

"Silas", or that "Silas" is the Greek nickname for "Silvanus".  Silas is the Greek version of the 

Aramaic "Seila", a version of the Hebrew "Saul", which is attested in Palmyrene inscriptions. 

Silas first appears in Acts (15:22-29) with Barnabas, after the Council of Jerusalem, as 

carrying a letter with the council's decision, to Antioch. He may have returned to Jerusalem 

after this .  However it appears that Silas came back to Antioch and joined Paul in his second 

journey. 

After his disagreement with Barnabas over John Mark (Acts 15:37-40), Paul then selects Silas 

to accompany him west to Derbe, Lystra (where they recruited Timothy), Troas, Philippi, 

Thessalonica and Beroea, where he remained with Timothy while Paul continued to Athens 

(Acts 16, 17). Both of them rejoined Paul in Corinth (18:5). Silas nor Timothy is not seen to 

join Paul when he sailed to Ephesus, and Silas disappears from Acts. Acts (16:37) altogether. 

He might have been a Roman citizen and remain in his home town.. 
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According to the entry in the Roman Martyrology for 13 July, “In Macedonia, blessed Silas, 

who was one of the first brethren, was sent by the Apostles to the Churches of the Gentiles 

together with Paul and Barnabas. Full of the grace of God, he zealously carried out the office 

of preaching and, glorifying Christ with his sufferings, afterwards rested in peace”. 

 Silas, is mentioned as one of the Elders of the Church at Jerusalem, “chief among the 

brethren” (Acts 15:22). His name may indicate him to have been a Hellenistic Jew; he appears 

to have had the rights of a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37).     

Silas was also a close associate of the apostle Peter, with Silas doing the actual writing of at 

least one of Peter's epistles. “By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have 

written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand" (1 

Peter 5:12). Silas has been identified with Terentius, of Romans 16:22. 

According to tradition Silas have been the Bishop of Corinth.  Later traditions indicates a 

Silvaus who became the Bishop of Thessalonika.  Silas certainly rejoined Paul at Corinth 

(Acts18:5) and writing to Thessalonians,  Paul associates Silas and Timothy also with him as 

those who wrote to the Thessolonians  (1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1),   Silas is seen in Corinth in 2 

Corinthians 1:19.  These indicate that Silas was indeed the Bishop of Corinth and the Silvanus 

of Thessalonika must have been another person. 

According to tradition, Silas died in Macedonia. In relation to a traditional story of his 

martyrdom, Silas is sometimes depicted being devoured by a lion.  The relics of S. Silas were 

given by Pope Sergius in 691 to Bainus, Bishop of the Morini. They were held in honour at 

Therouanne, in the Church of S. Mary, until the town and church were destroyed by the 

emperor Charles V in 1554. A relic of S. Silas is preserved in this Church of S. Silas the 

Martyr, Kentish Town. (http://www.saintsilas.org.uk/ section/111) 

 

At Antioch John Mark (who left them at Perga on their first missionary journey) wanted to 

rejoin Paul and Barnabas.   There arose a contention between Paul and Barnabas regarding 

taking Mark with them.  Since Mark left half way in the first journey, Paul insisted that he was 

not reliable.  But Barnabas decided to take Mark, his nephew and go separate from Paul.   
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Ac 13:13 PAUL AND BARNABAS SEPARATE... 

 

Ac 15:39  Barnabas took John Mark and went to Cyprus 

Ac 15:40 Paul selected Silas to accompany him   

Ac 4:36; 13:4-12   PAUL AND SILAS BEGIN THEIR JOURNEY 

They pass through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches - Ac 15:41 
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IN DERBE AND LYSTRA  

Paul healed a lame man, and was stoned, on his first  journey Ac 14:6-20   

Paul desires Timothy to go with him - Ac 16:1-3   

At Lystra Paul met Timothy, who joined the mission of Paul  on the rest of his journey. 

  

 

 

TIMOTHY 
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Timothy (Greek: Τιµόθεος; Timótheos, meaning "honouring God") was a first-century 

Christian bishop who died about AD 80. Evidence from the New Testament also has him 

functioning as coadjutor of Saint Paul. 

 He was evidently one of Paul's converts as as is seen from the expressions - “beloved and 

faithful son in the Lord (1 Cor 4:17);   "Timothy my true child in faith"; (1 Tim 1:2) and  

"Timothy my beloved child." 2 Tim 1:2  He was not  circumcised most probably because his 

father was a Hellenized jew. Paul personally circumcised him because his mother was of the 

Jewish faith, so that he might be accepted by the Jews. He was ordained and went with Paul in 

his journey through Phrygia, Galatia and Mysia; also to Troas, Philippi, Veria, and Corinth. His 

mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois, are noted as eminent for their piety and faith, 

which indicates that they may have also been Christians.  

 

 . According to later tradition, Paul ordained Timothy as bishop of Ephesus in the year 65, 

where he served for 15 years. In the year 80 (though some sources place the event during the 

year 97, with Timothy dying at age 80), Timothy tried to halt a pagan procession of idols, 

ceremonies, and songs. In response to his preaching of the gospel, the angry pagans beat 

him, dragged him through the streets, and stoned him to death. In the 4th century, his relics 

were transferred to the Church of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople. 
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Why did Paul circumcise Timothy considering his theology? 

Genesis 17:10   This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant 

you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.  

Romans 2:25  Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law, you 

have become as though you had not been circumcised.  

1 Corinthians 7:18-19  Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not 

become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be 

circumcised. Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands 

is what counts.  

Galatians 5:2  Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ 

will be of no value to you at all.  

Acts 16:3  Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because 

of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.  

 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 

They were forbidden by the Spirit to preach the word in Asia, i.e., to head southwest toward 

Ephesus - Ac 16:7  

 

 IN MYSIA AND TROAS... 
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Near Mysia they were not permitted by the Spirit to head north toward Bithynia - Ac 

16:8 

They arrive in Alexandria Troas - Ac 16:9-10          

 Paul has a vision, a man of Macedonia asking him to help them. Understood as the Lord’s 

leading they go in that direction 

 

   

 Luke, author of Acts, now joins Paul and his company 
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Luke the physician (Co 4:14), 

Luke was a Roman citizen from Antioch, Syria. He was not a Jew. (Col. 4:11,14).  His name, 

 Lucanus,  and his  profession of physician (Col. 4:14), suggests that he was son of a Greek 

freedman possibly connected with Lucania in south Italy.  During the time of  Julius Caesar, he 

gave Roman citizenship to all physicians in Rome.  Luke’s family might have got their 

citizenship at this time.  His father might have been a physician too.     We do not know how 

and when he became a Christian but it must have been earlier than the ordination of Paul and 

Barnabas.    

 By profession he was a physician and a great research worker.  We may assume with some 

confidence that he came to accept the way after through examination of the claims of Jesus 

and his resurrection.  This is reflected in the style and details of the Gospel of Luke.  He wrote 

the gospel from the point of view of a gentile scientist.  

 St. Luke is the author of two books in the Bible: the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the 

Apostles. Although he did not meet Jesus while the Lord was on this earth, he took all the pain 

to do extensive interview with those who had known, seen and heard the Lord.  He  is the only 

one who could report the Annunciation of Mary by the angel Gabriel and the subsequent story 

of the birth of Jesus and the flight to Egypt.     



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

              

 According to the traditions  St. Luke painted three portrait of the Virgin Mary. The 

monasteries of Hodegon and Soumela claim that the icons of the Virgin Mary in their 

possession are Luke's paintings. Hodegon Monastery is located in Constantinople close to 

Hagia Sophia. It was founded the 5th Century by the Empress Pulcheria to house precious 

relics, which later included the Virgin Hodegetria..  Soumela monastery is located on the face 

of a cliff on the western slopes of Mt. Melas in Asia Minor.  Its origins date back to the 4th 

Century and its beginnings are attributed to two Athenian monks, Barnabas and Sophronios, 

who supposedly discovered in a cave at Soumela an icon of the Virgin painted by Luke.    

 

.  

Luke painted this Icon of Mary (about the year 60 AD) while she was staying with John the 
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Apostle. According to tradition, when Luke “wrote” the Icon, he accurately rendered the 

Blessed Virgin’s authentic facial features. The Icon was written directly onto a three foot by 

five foot cedar plank, believed to be part of a table that Jesus had originally hand crafted 

during his time in Nazareth. When Mary went to stay with  John, in the table was also taken 

with them. Lost for over 200 years, the Icon was discovered by St. Helena (mother of Emperor 

Constantine) in Jerusalem,  around 326 AD. 

He is credited as the first Christian iconographer. . He wrote three icons of Mary, the Mother of 

God, as well as of Peter & Paul. 

After the Apostle Paul's martyrdom, Luke preached in Italy, Dalmatia, Macedonia and 

elsewhereHe was hung from an olive tree in Thebes at the age of 84. His relics were later 

taken to Constantinople by Emperor Constantius. 

 

From Troas they cross over to Samothrace, and then to Neapolis (Ac16:11).   

They have now entered the continent of Europe, and come into Europe. 
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Neapolis is the Aegean seaport of Philippi where Paul landed on European soil on his second 

journey (Acts 16:11). He arrived here after sailing for two days from Alexandria Troas in Asia 

(Acts 16:11). Today Neapolis is called Kavala (from Latin for "horse" due to its horse trading 

history), a Greek city of about 60,000 people. 

 III. THE REGIONS OF MACEDONIA AND ACHAIA (52-53 A.D.)     

  PHILIPPI      Ac 16:12       
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Paul from the port Neapolis (Kavalla) on the coast (Acts 16:11) reached Philippi by an ancient 

paved road over the steep range Symbolum in his second missionary journey, A.D. 51. Paul 

crossed the mountains before entering Greece.  

“On the Sabbath we went in a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where we supposed 

that some people met for prayer, and we sat down to speak with some women who had come 

together. One of them was Lydia from Thyratira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth. She 

was a worshipper of God. As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart and she accepted 

what Paul was saying. She was baptised along with other members of her household and she 

asked us to be her guests. "If you agree that I am faithful to the Lord," she said, "come and 

stay at my home." And she urged us until we did...Paul and Silas then returned to the home of 

Lydia, where they met with the believers and encouraged them once more before leaving 

town." - Ac 16:13-15        

  

Paul and Lydia Saint Lydia                     the purple cloth seller  

stained glass in Philippi Church of Lydia    Acts 16:12-15, 40. 

 Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. Dyed 

goods were imported from Thyatira to the parent city Philippi, and were dispersed by pack 

animals among the mountaineers of Haemus and Pangaeus.  
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From all that we know  Lydia must have been: a wealthy lady of Equestrian or Patrician class, 

a Roman citizen of Tyre, and most probably a relation to the emperor  and closely associated 

with the court of the Roman Empire. 

 

Tyrian purple 

Tyrian purple (Greek, πορφύρα, porphyra, Latin: purpura), also known as royal purple, 

imperial purple or imperial dye, is a purple-red dye first produced by the ancient Phoenicians. 

Tyrian purple was the rarest and most expensive of clothing in those days.   The purple dye is 

made by extracting the essential oils from a species of shellfish which inhabited a small stretch 

of coast near to the city-state of Tyre.  David Jacoby remarks  that "twelve thousand snails of 

Murex brandaris yield no more than 1.4 g of pure dye, enough to color only the trim of a 

single garment."  Because of its rareness it  became the monopoly of the Roman emperors 

who even made laws as to who and how the purple clothes can be used.   (sumptuary laws). 

Royalty could use it without restriction.  It was a royal color. Patricians could have it only as 

bands, and the  width of the band is decided by the  status of  the person in the court.  

Equestrians (merchant and military classes) were allowed only small bits, Plebians were not 

allowed  to use the color at all.   But those citizens of Rome who were from Tyre could be 

licensed to sell the cloth throughout the Empire.  The 4th-century-BC historian Theopompus 

says, "Purple for dyes fetched its weight in silver at Colophon"   Pliny the Elder described the 

dyeing process of two purples in his Natural History 

 

 

 

PHILIPPI 
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Part of the large rectangular agora at Philippi 

 

Shops and storage jars at the agora in Philippi 

 

. Ruins of the unfinished "Basilica B" at the south side 

of the agora at Philippi. 

 Cross-
shaped baptistery in the octagonal church at the east 

end of the agora dedicated to St. Paul 

 
Another view of the agora (the rectangular 
doorframe in the upper part of the photo, 
right of center, marks the site of the library). 

 
The Gangetis River, west of the city walls of 
Philippi. The traditional "place of prayer" 
where Paul baptized Lydia from Thyatira 
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Paving stones of the Via Egnatia in the agora at Philippi (in 
the upper right corner is the concrete embankment of the 
modern highway). Paul traveled about 9 miles on foot with a 

couple of companions along the Via Egnatia to Philippi 

  

 

Traditional prison of Paul. 

  

  

Roman theater 

  

Philipi today 

 
Aquaduct built at the time of sultan Suleyman the 

Magnificent (1521-1566) 

 
Excavated ruin, dug up by French 
archaeologists from 1914 to 1938. 

 When Paul arrived, Phillipi was one of the leading cities of Macedonia, founded in the 350 

b.c.e. by Alexander the Great's father, Philip of Macedonia, and surrounded by walls. 
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 Acts 16:16-40  Paul and Silas in Prison 

The healing of the demon-possessed girl - Ac 16:16-18    

 

The Satriae tribe had the oracle of Dionysus, the Thracian prophet god. The "damsel with the 

spirit of divination" may have belonged to this shrine, or else to the shrine of Apollos  (as the 

spirit is called "Pythoness,").  The Psychic may have been a slave girl with this special power.  

These Psychics    were used by the owners to divine for hire to the people  coming to the 

temple market. She met Paul several days on his way to the place of prayer, and used to cry 

out on each occasion "these are the servants of the most high God who announce to us the 

way of salvation."  Paul eventually casted the spirit out of her.  As a result the trade came to a 

halt for the owner and was naturally angry.   
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"Paul's Prison"  -  Philippian jail cell 

Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned - Ac 16:19-24.   Paul refers to this in his letter to 

the Thessalonians 1 Th 2:2; also in his letter to the Philippians - Ph 1:30 
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Paul and Silas’   Prison Cell 

This resulted in an earthquake, and the conversion of the jailer and his family - Ac 16:25-34 

    

              

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  

 The church at Philippi included 

a. Lydia and the jailer, along with their families          

b. Luke, who stayed behind, Ac 16:40;17:1)          

c. Euodia, Syntyche, Syzygus, and Clement - Ph 4:2-3  
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Baptistery in Phillipi 

Euodia, Syntyche and quarrels among the sisters Ph 4:2-3  

Euodia  means  "fragrant" and  Syntyche means “fortunate” 

"I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other" (Philippians 4:2). 
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Paul addresses, Euodia and Syntyche as "women who contended at my side in the cause of 

the gospel" (4:3). From this we infer that they were leading members, perhaps deaconesses 

of the Church.  So he pleads with them. "Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having 

the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not 

only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others" (Philippians 2:2-4). 

Amphipolis 

 

Remains of the Via Egnatia paralleling the modern highway between Philippi and Thessaloniki. 
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Amphipolis was a large city that served as the capital of the first district of Macedonia. Paul 

passed through it on his second (Acts 17:1) and (by implication) on his third missionary 

journeys.  Amphipolis was located about 32 miles west of Philippi and 3 miles from the Aegean 

Sea on the Via Egnatia. Its name, meaning "around the city" (from amphi, "around," and polis, 

"city") , is derived from the fact that Strymon (Strimón) River flowed around it  

 

The river Strymon winding around the acropolis (right) of the ancient Athenian colony of 

Amphipolis 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

        

Excavations of gymnasium at Amphipolis;  and the "Lion of Amphipolis;" a  4th century BC 

burial monument near the Strymon River. Paul would have passed it as he traveled the Via 

Egnatia through Amphipolis.  Later Amphipolis became a diocese under the suffragan of 

Thessaloniki.  The Bishop of Amphipolis is first mentioned in 533 AD. 

Passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came toThessalonica  - Ac 17:1 

Thessalonica 

 

Thessalonica was a port city about 100 miles west of Philippi and 190 miles northwest of 

Athens. The city was founded about 315 BC by King Cassander of Macedon, who named it 

after his wife Thessalonikeia, a half-sister of Alexander the Great.   
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An ancient  Baptistry in Thessalonica   and the  Church of St Demetrius, 

Here Paul visitsed the synagogue and reasons with the Jews for three consecutive Sabbaths - 

Ac 17:2-4 proclaiming Jesus as the Christ.  As a result some jews were persuaded, along with 
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a great multitude of Greeks in that city.  Those Jews who opposed him   gathered a mob, and 

attacked the house of Jason where Paul was staying - Ac 17:5-9        

  

Shop remains in the agora of Thessalonica. 

 

3rd century AD odeum (small theater, once 
covered by a wooden roof) in the agora at 

Thessalonica 

 Part 

of the ancient walls of Thessalonica 

  
White Tower," lighted at night, along the 

Thessaloniki waterfront (once part of the city 
walls). 

 
St. Demetrios Church, the largest church in Greece, commemorating Tessaloniki's patron saint, located 

near the ancient agora. 
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In Thessalonica Paul supported himself, aided by the Philippians - 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 3:6-10; Ph 

4:16         Then Paul and Silas were sent away by the brethren - Ac 17:10         

   From Thessalonica Paul went to  BEREA      

 

 

Ancient Road in Berea (Veria) 

Paul and Silas sent away by the brethren - Ac 17:10 
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Berea Roman Road  

"As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, 

they went to the Jewish synagogue.  Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the 

Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the 

Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  Many of the Jews believed, as did also 

a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men."  (Acts 17:10-12) 
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Paul preaching in Berea 

This part of the scripture gives us clear instruction as to the validity of any new teachings.    

Here was a typical case when two new comers Paul and Silas comes into the synagogue and 

preaches a way.  The way they assert was Jesus.  The method for discerning truth from 

heresy is to check out and see whether the new teaching conflicts with the already revealed 

word of God.  The written word is infallible and any further revelation should only a fulfillment 

of what is given .  This is what the Bereans did for which they were praised.  This is the only 

way to distinguish between heresy and truth. 
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Memorial for Paul in Berea 
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Synagogue in Berea 

View of a building thought to have been built over the remains of an ancient synagogue at 

Berea    

(Acts 17:10–12). 

Jews from Thessalonica came and stirred up the crowds - Ac  17:13       

Paul sent away by the brethren, but Silas and Timothy stay - Ac 17:14  

 

Mosaic commemorating the visit of Paul to Berea at modern Veria. 
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Athens Acropolis (left to right, on the summit): Porpylaea, Erechtheum, Parthenon; on the 

slope below is the Odeum of Herodes Atticus 

 

Medieval Monasteries of Greece. 
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Meteora Monasteries 

 

The Monastery of Varlaam, built in 1517, is reached by climbing 195 steps. It still has a rope 

and pulley system in place that was once used for hoisting visitors by hand in a free swinging 

rope net 

ATHENS     
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In Athens Paul sends for Silas and Timothy - Ac 17:15       

 Moved by the idolatry, Paul disputes with both Jews and Greeks  - Ac 17:16-17    In the 

synagogue with Jews and other devout persons  and in the market place to the Greeks daily.  

Athens being a city of learning Paul was invited by the Epicurean and Stoic Philosophic groups 

to speak to them at the Areopagus - Ac 17:18-21       These were academic lectures and 

discourses.   

 And some said, "What would this babbler say?" [Those were the Epicureans.] Others said, "He 

seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities" -- because he preached Jesus and the 

resurrection. [These were the Stoics.] And they took hold of him and brought him to the 

Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new teaching is which you present? For you bring 

some strange things to our ears; we wish to know therefore what these things mean." Now all 

the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time in nothing except telling or 

hearing something new. {Acts 17:18-21}. 
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Athens was named for the goddess Athena.   

 

Inside this 100 by 230 ft. architectural marvel 
was a 40 ft. gold and ivory statue of Athena 

Parthenos (the virgin).  

 

 Staircase ascending to the propylaea (monumental 
entrance) to the Acropolis. 
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Temple of Athena Parthenos, more familiarly known 
as the Parthenon, on the Athens Acropolis 

 

Erechtheum, with "Caryatids" porch, the main 
worship center of the Acropolis. 

  

 

Roman agora with the "Tower of the Winds" (right). 

 

East entrance to the Roman agora at Athens 

 

Aeropagus, ("Hill of Ares" or "Mars Hill"), the original 

meeting place of the Athens city council. 

 

The philosophers brought Paul to the Areopagus to 

tell them about his "new teaching" (Acts 17:19).  
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Areopagus means "Hill of Ares," god of war, "Mar's 

Hill."  

 

The Areopagus in Athens  

Hill of Ares 

 Paul's appearance before the Council of the Areopagus, although not an official judicial 

procedure, "deliberately echoes the trial of Socrates for proclaiming new deities and leading 

the populace to question its beliefs in the traditional gods." (Oxford Companion to the Bible, p. 

65).  
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Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; but others said, "We will 

hear you again about this." So Paul went out from among them. But some men joined him and 

believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with 

them. {Acts 17:32-34} 

 Dionysius the Areopagite. He was one of the judges, an intellectual, a ruler of the city, but he 

became a Christian. With him was a woman named Damaris. 
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"he saw that the city was full of idols." 

 

 Greek gods 

"To the Unknown God" 
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The above altar is located on Palatine Hill, Rome, where once stood the palaces of the 

Caesars. It dates from about 100 B.C. and has the inscription, ´To the unknown God.´   Act 

17:23  

 Paul's sermon on "The Unknown God"  can be found in Ac 17:22-34  

·         Proclaiming the One True God          

·         Proclaiming the need to repent, the coming Judgment, and the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead          

The reaction was varied:  some mocked, others agreed to hear  more, some believed      At 

some point, Timothy is sent back to Thessalonica -  1 Th 3:1-2   to encourage the brethren 

there. Some believe Timothy may have been sent from Berea  
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Aquila & Priscilla 

 

  

  

  

  

Priscilla was a woman of Jewish heritage and one of the earliest known Christian converts who 

lived in Rome. Her name is a Roman diminutive, or nickname, for Prisca.   

Aquila (Greek Ἀκύλας Akúlas), husband of Priscilla, was originally from Pontus. He, too, was a 

Jew who believed that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah promised by God to the Jews. Aquila 

had the family name of the commander of a legion and means "eagle."  According to Acts 

18:2-3, Aquila and Priscilla were tentmakers, as Paul is said to have been. This must have 

been the contact point.  Priscilla and Aquila had been among the Jews expelled from Rome by 

the Roman Emperor Claudius in the year 49 as written by Suetonius. Priscilla and Aquila ended 
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up in Corinth (Greece). Paul lived with Priscilla and Aquila for approximately 18 months 

working as a tent maker along side the couple before they joined Paul to Syria, but stopped at 

Ephesus. 

They accompanied St. Paul to Ephesus (Acts 18:18-19), instructed the Alexandrian Apollo, 

entertained the Apostle Paul at Ephesus for three years.  They kept a Christian church in their 

house (1 Corinthians 16:19). They left Ephesus for Rome, probably after the riot stirred up by 

the silversmith Demetrius (Acts 19:24-40).  In Rome also they started a house church. 

(Romans 16:3-5), but soon left that city, probably on account of the persecution of Nero, and 

settled again at Ephesus (2 Timothy 4:19). According to church tradition, Aquila did not long 

dwell in Rome as Apostle Paul made him a bishop in Asia. The Apostolic Constitutions identify 

Aquila, along with Nicetas, as the first bishops of Asia . Tradition also reports that Aquila 

ended his life a martyr, along with Priscilla.  

In Acts 18:24-28, states that in Ephesus they took a well known evangelist Apollos  aside and 

corrected him.    Appolos,  "taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew 

only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and 

Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained the Way of God to him more accurately."  

Priscilla and Aquila were among the earliest known teachers of Christian theology. 

 

In the majority of the references to the couple in the bible, Priscilla precedes Aquila.  Some 

suggests that this indicates that Priscilla was the more spiritually prominent of the two.   

Priscilla and Aquila accompanied Paul to Ephesus (Acts 18: 18) in 53 A. D. The couple is next 

mentioned in connection with Apollos (Acts 18: 26). It appears the couple came back to Rome 

in about 56 A. D. (Rom. 16: 3). Paul referred to them as "his helpers," who were willing to 

give their lives for the cause of Christ (Rom. 16: 3, 4, cp. I Cor. 16: 19, 2 Tim. 4: 19).  
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Corinth derived much wealth from its many pagan temples and shrines where homage was 

paid to foreign as well as civic deities like Isis, Serapis, Astarte, Artemis, Apollo, Hermes, 

Heracles, Athena and Poseidon.  

It had a famous temple dedicated to Aesklepius, the god of healing where patients left terra 

cotta replicas of body parts with the hope that their ailments would be healed.  

Aesklepius 
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The most significant pagan cult in Corinth, however, was to Aphrodite whose temple was 

located atop the Acrocorinth. APHRODITE was the great Olympian goddess of beauty, love, 

pleasure and and procreation. She was depicted as a beautiful woman usually accompanied by 

the winged godling Eros (Love). Her attributes included a dove, apple, scallop shell and mirror. 

In classical sculpture and fresco she was often depicted nude. Aphrodite is also known as 

Kypris (Lady of Cyprus) and Cytherea after the two places, Cyprus and Kythira, which claim 

her birth. Her Roman equivalent is the goddess Venus. 

 It had more than 1000 temple prostitutes dedicated to the goddess. In the evening they 

would descend the acropolis to ply there trade on the city streets. According to historian 

Strabo, it was because of them that the city was "crowded with people and grew rich." It is 

little wonder that Paul had so much to say in his first letter to the Corinthians about the 

sacredness of the body: 

      

Acro-corinth, the acropolis of ancient Corinth, with the cardo maximus, the city's main north-

south road leading from the port of Lechaion to the agora (marketplace). 

"She had a reputation for commercial prosperity, but she was also a byword for evil 

living. The very word korinthiazesthai, to live like a Corinthian, had become a part of 

the Greek language, and meant to live with drunken and immoral debauchery ... 

Aelian, the late Greek writer, tells us that if ever a Corinthian was shown upon the 

stage in a Greek play he was shown drunk. The very name Corinth was synonymous 

with debauchery and there was one source of evil in the city which was known all over 
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the civilized world. Above the isthmus towered the hill of the Acropolis, and on it stood 

the great temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love. To that temple there were 

attached one thousand priestesses who were sacred prostitutes, and in the evenings 

they descended from the Acropolis and plied their trade upon the streets of Corinth, 

until it became a Greek proverb, 'It is not every man who can afford a journey to 

Corinth.' In addition to these cruder sins, there flourished far more recondite vices, 

which had come in with the traders and the sailors from the ends of the earth, until 

Corinth became not only a synonym for wealth and luxury, drunkenness and 

debauchery, but also for filth." (William Barclay, The Letters To The Corinthians, p. 2-

3). 

  

Ruins at the site of Corinth's eastern port of Cenchrea, with its bay on the Saronic Gulf seen in 

the background. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

 

JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM 
 

Acts 21:1-16 
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Reception at Jerusalem--Acts 21:17  
 

 
 

(Act 21:19)  After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among 
the Gentiles through his ministry. 

 

 
 
Act 21:23-24  Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow;  
take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they 
may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been 
told about you but that you yourself live in observance of the law.  
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No gentile permitted 

 
Surrounding the outside of the "azarah" courtyard was a low wooden fence. There were 

markers written in Greek and Latin stating: No gentile is allowed within the wall surrounding 

the sanctuary nor the enclosed courtyard. Anyone apprehended doing so is at the risk of 

taking his own life in his hands. This fragment is presently in the Archaeological Museum in 

Istanbul, Turkey 
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Another "No Gentiles Allowed" Fragment. This is fragment from another stone. It too is written 

in Greek. This one can be seen in the Rockefeller Museum in Jerusalem.  
 

Into this area Paul entered to complete the Nazarite Vow with some Jewish brothers. 
 

 

 
 
 

“He shall shave his head on the day that he becomes clean, he shall shave it on the seventh 
day. On the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, to the priest, at 
the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. The priest shall offer one as a sin-offering, and the other 

as a burnt-offering, and make atonement for him.” 
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Paul was accused by preaching against Mosaic Law and the temple. He was further condemned 

by bringing a Gentile into temple grounds and defiling the temple. 

 

  

 
 

The Uprising in the Temple (21:26-30)  
 
 

"Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching men everywhere against the people and 
the law and this place; moreover he also brought Greeks into the temple, and he has defiled 

this holy place."  
 
The riot was serious that it resulted in the  Intervention of the army and the arrest of Paul 

( Act 21:31-36)  
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Act 21:33  Then the tribune came up and arrested him, and ordered him to be bound with 

two chains. 

Paul asked for permission to speak to the people. 

 

 
 

Paul’s Defense to the Jews in Jerusalem  (Acts 21:26—22:29) 
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Roman Tribune 
 
 

 
 
 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 
Paul’s Defense (21:40—22:21) 

Acts 23:1-23 
Before the Sanhedrin  

The Jewish council or Sanhedrin had jurisdiction over internal Jewish affairs. Since the charges 

against Paul had to do with his relationship to Jewish law, he was brought before the council. 

Paul played his resurrection trump to separate the Pharisees and Saducees Acts 23:12-26:32  

 

In Jerusalem, some plotted to kill Paul. He was taken to Caesarea on the coast.  The trip from 

Jerusalem to Caesarea took two days. The first night the army contingent (numbering 470 !) 

took Paul on the mountainous descent to Antipatras, 40 miles to the northwest...  The next 

day the soldiers of Paul's escort returned to Jerusalem while the seventy calvary took Paul the 

rest of the way to Caesarea.   Caesarea was the headquarters of Roman rule.   

 
Herodian theater just outside the southern wall of Caesarea 
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High level aqueduct north of Caesarea, one of two that supplied water to the city at the time 
of Paul. 

 
Acts  23:12-26:32  He remained in prison there for over two years. 

Second Trial before Felix  57AD - Acts 24:1-23 

Felix was the Roman Governor or Procurator of Judea. Caesarea was his political capital, and 

it's seaport was called Sebastos. The area was under Roman rule. Nero was the ruling Caesar 

in Rome. 

 

 
Antonius Felix – Governor or Caesarea 

       
 
 

Herod's "Promontory Palace" at Caesarea, where Paul was judged by the Roman governors 
Felix and Festus. 
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Remains of the podium originally built by Herod for the temple to his patron Augustus Caesar; 
later the site of the city's main Christian church 

 
 

 
Remains of the wall and dry moat built by King Louis IX to protect Crusader-era Caesarea. 

 

 
Interior of the main eastern gate of Crusader-era Caesarea.  
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Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the elders  and a 

lawyer named  Tertullus, and they brought their charges against Paul before the governor. 

 
 
 

 
 

   Felix trembled as Paul talked of righteousness, temperance and judgment. 
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A dog named Felix  1751 
 

Paul stands before the court to defend himself. He directly appeals to a very worried looking 

Felix, wearing a laurel wreath. On the left a judge tears up a piece of paper into tiny pieces 

frowning at Paul. A monster at his feet is putting the pieces back together. Paul is standing on 

a stool, with an angel slumped in the corner asleep, and a tiny devil sawing one of the stool's 

legs. A dog with the name Felix on its collar cautiously walks up the steps behind Paul. To the 

right of Paul stands a figure representing Justice holding a sword and weighing scales. Hogarth 

tells us at the bottom of the image that he has designed it "in the ridiculous manner of 

Rembrandt", and the figure of Justice has been made to look like Rembrandt.  

 

  
 

Paul Before Felix and Drusilla 
Acts 24:27 
Third Trial 

The 2nd time, under His Excellency Governor Felix. 
 

It was a Roman Policy not to leave untried prisoners for your successor. 
 
And before certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent 

for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith of Christ. And as he reasoned of righteousness, 
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temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; 

when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.  Acts 24: 24, 25. 

 

Porcius Festus (A.D. 59 to 62)  

 

Act 24:27  But when two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus 

\ 

 

"But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, "Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem, 

and there be tried on these charges before me?" - Acts 25:9-12 

 
Fourth Trial :  Trial before His Excellency Governor Porcius Festus a Roman. 

Acts 25:1-12 

 
Acts 25:1-27 
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I Appeal to Caesar. 
 

This was the right of every Roman citizen and could not be denied.  So Paul was taken into 

Roman custody and went to Rome. 

 
Agrippa the king and Berni'ce arrived at Caesare'a to welcome Festus.  

 
Eldest daughter of Herod Agrippa I,(Acts 12:21-23) 

  
After the early death of her first husband Marcus), she married her uncle, King Herod of 

Chalcis. After his death in approximately 40 AD, she began another incestuous relationship, 

this time with her brother, Agrippa II. Bernice was later briefly married to King Ptolemy of 

Sicily, before returning to her brother. She thereafter also became the mistress of the 

emperors Vespasian and Titus  Herod Julius Marcus Agrippa II:   48-100.AD 
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Almost persuaded 

 

         
 

Emperor Titus   Destruction of Jerusalem 70 AD 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

King Agrippa II 
Acts 25:13-26:32    

Fifth Trial 
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"Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king"  

 
 

FROM CAESAREA TO SIDON 
 
 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

Sea Castle, a 13th century Crusader fortress built on a small island at ancient Sidon (modern 
Saida, Lebanon). 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 
 

Great Mosque in Saida, formerly the Church of St. John of the Hospitalers. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

 
 

 JOURNEY TO ROME 
 

FROM CAESAREA TO SIDON 
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Sea Castle, a 13th century Crusader fortress built on a small island at ancient Sidon (modern 
Saida, Lebanon). 

 

 
 

Great Mosque in Saida, formerly the Church of St. John of the Hospitalers. 
 

Ac 27:1-2   Two Friends: follow Paul 

Luke and Aristarchus, when they travelled with St. Paul to Rome, must have voluntarily 

passed as his servants, i.e. as slaves, in order to be admitted to the convoy. 

In charge of the Prisoners:  Julius - Centurion of the Augustan Cohort  - Ac 27:1  
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Ship of Adramyttium  

 
 
 

Aristarchus 
from Thessalonica of Macedonia 
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1) Who had faced the mob in Ephesus – Ac 19:29  

2) Who had returned with Paul to Asia - Ac 20:4  

3) Later described as Paul's "fellow prisoner" and "fellow laborer" - Co 4:10; Phe 24  

He was a native of Thessalonika in Macedonia.  

After becoming a disciple of St. Paul, Aristarchus traveled with him and was imprisoned with 

him at Ephesus.  

He became the first bishop of Thessalonika  

and was beheaded with St. Paul in Rome.  

 

Luke 
the writer of the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, 

 

 
 

"Luke, the beloved physician" (Col 4:14). Eusebius, Jerome, Irenaeus and Caius, all refer to 

Luke as a physician.  

 

 It is believed that Luke was born a Greek and a Gentile.  Colossians 10-14  

Luke was born at Antioch in Syria (Eusebius) as a slave.  

Act 16:10 on "they" becomes "we": " 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 
 

Paul in the storm 
 

 
FROM SIDON TO MYRA  

 

 
 

They stayed along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia until they landed at Myra on the 

southwestern coast of Asia Minor. This leg of the voyage probably took 10 to 15 days... 
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Lycian rock tombs at Myra. 
 

 
 

Church of St. Nicholas in Demre, just southeast of Myra. 
 
 

MYRA TO FAIR HAVENS, CRETE 
 

(Act 27:7-8)  We sailed slowly for a number of days, and arrived with difficulty off Cni'dus, 

and as the wind did not allow us to go on, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmo'ne.  

Coasting along it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near which was the 

city of Lase'a. 
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The sheltered harbor at Fair Havens (now called Kali Liménes) midway along the southern 

coast of the island of Crete. Paul's ship anchored here before attempting to sail farther west to 

Phoenix. 
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Remains of the theater at Górtys, the Roman capital of Crete at the time of Paul, near Lasea.  
 

  
 

Mt. Ida, the highest mountain range on Crete; its principle peak, Mt. Psiloritis, rises to a height 

of 8058 feet above sea level. 
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Fair Havens in Crete 
 

 
 

One of the small bays along the southern coast of Crete Paul's ship would have passed on its 

way to Fair Havens. 
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Zakros Bay, south of Salmone. Paul's ship would have passed by this area as it made its way 

to the southern coast of Crete. 

 

 
 

Modern village of Loutró, Crete, site of ancient Phoenix, the sheltered harbor Paul' ship was 

attempting to reach before hurricane-force winds blew it off course. 
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Modern village of Loutró, Crete, site of ancient Phoenix, the sheltered harbor Paul' ship was 

attempting to reach before hurricane-force winds blew it off course 
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The bay on the northern end of the island of Malta where Paul is believed to have been 

shipwrecked; now named St. Paul's Bay in his honor. 
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St. Paul's Bay 
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Paul's Shipwreck Church on the island of Malta. 
 

 
 

St. Paul's Cathedral, Mdina 
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St. John's Co-Cathedral, Valletta 
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A Poisonous Viper Bites Paul, 

and he does not Die 
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Act 28:6 –7  They waited, expecting him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead; but when 

they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, they changed their minds 

and said that he was a god.   

Paul Heals the Father of Publius,the Head of Malta 

 
Act 28:8  It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery; and Paul 

visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him healed him 

The Apostle's stay in Malta lasted three months, and it had filled the Maltese with great faith 

and devotion soon, shrines began to rise everywhere, idols were broken or, at least, 
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beheaded, and the new religion was practised freely in the Islands. It is no exaggeration to 

say that St. Paul's coming to Malta was the greatest event in Maltese history 

 
MALTA TO SYRACUSE 
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Greek theater at Syracuse. 
 

 
 

Roman amphitheater at Syracuse. 
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Great amphitheater of ancient Puteoli (modern Pozzouli, Italy), the main port of Rome at the 
time of Paul 
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Great amphitheater of ancient Puteoli (modern Pozzouli, Italy), the main port of Rome at the 
time of Paul 
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One of Rome's original seven highways, the Via Appia or Appian Way  ran a total of 350 miles. 
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Close-up view of paving stones of the Via Appia showing wheel ruts from carts. 
 

 
 

Remnant of the 4th century BC  Severian Wall. 
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Remnant of the Claudia aqueduct 
 

 
 

Scriptures: See Acts 21:18 - Acts 28 
 

A.D. 58 
 

Paul is arrested in Jerusalem and goes to Caesarea.  
      He is sent to Felix, Roman Procurator of Judea. 

A.D. 59 
 

• Paul is in Caesarea.  
• Roman Emperor Nero murders Agrippina.  
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A.D. 60 
 

• Felix is recalled as Procurator of Judea and is succeeded by Festus.  
• In the Autumn (about August) Paul is sent to Rome by Festus.  

A.D. 61 
 

Paul arrives in Rome in the Spring.  

 ? 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 
 
 

LATER POSSIBLE MISSIONARY JOURNEYS 
 

 
 

Romans did not have prisons like the ones in the modern world.  
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Accused wealthy citizens were simply kept under house arrest, provided they behaved, until a 

trial could take place. Occasionally the accused might be detained to await trial, but usually 
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those awaiting trial were encouraged to go into voluntary exile. Those awaiting trial were 

called "carcer" or "publica vincula."  

 

 
 

Carcer 
At the foot of the Capitoline Hill, between the Curia and the Temple of Concord stood the 

Carcer, the only state prison of ancient Rome. It is sometimes called the Mamertine Prison. 

The carcer was the upper section in which prisoners could be held awaiting sentence.  

 
Mamertine prison. Entrance 

 
 
The underground area of the prison was called the Tullianum  because it housed water 

springs.  Executions occurred here.  According to tradition, St. Peter and Paul were confined 

here during the reign of Nero and reputedly St. Peter called up the waters of the spring to 

baptize his jailers.  
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Mamertine Prison. Upper chamber of the 2 prison chambers 
 

 
 

Roman Prison of Paul 
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Mamertine Prison.  
"Death cell"/Tullianum 

 

 
 

Mamertine Prison.  
"Death cell"/Tullianum 
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The pastorals assume a period of activity for Paul subsequent to his captivity.    
 

 
 
 
The Epistles to the Colossians, the Ephesians, and Philemon were despatched together and by 
the same messenger, Tychicus.  
 

Tychicus 
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"My fellow workers unto the Kingdom of God" 
 
The following men were with Paul in Roman Prison:  
Timothy,  
Tychicus,  

Luke,  
Demas,  
Epaphras,  
Aristarchus,  
John-Mark  
 
Demas left him in the middle. 

Others became Evangelists and Bishops. 
 

TIMOTHY 
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Timothy was born in Lycaonia in Asia Minor. His mother was a Jew and his father was a 

Gentile. When Paul came to preach in Lycaonia, Timothy, his mother and his grandmother all 

became Christians. Several years later, Paul went back to found Timothy grown up.   Paul 
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invited him to join him in preaching the Gospel.   Timothy was the great apostle's beloved 

disciple, like a son to him. He went everywhere with Paul until he became bishop of Ephesus. 

Then Timothy stayed there to shepherd his people. As St. Paul, Timothy, too, died a martyr.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TYCHICUS 
Meaning: chance 

 
An Asiatic Christian, a "faithful minister in the Lord" (Eph. 6:21, 22), who, with Trophimus, 

accompanied Paul on a part of his journey from Macedonia to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). He is 

alluded to also in Col. 4:7, Titus 3:12, and 2 Tim. 4:12 as having been with Paul at Rome, 

whence he sent him to Ephesus, probably for the purpose of building up and encouraging the 

church there.  
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There is no doubt that Paul's trial terminated in a sentence of acquittal, for the report of the 

Governor Festus was certainly favorable as well as that of the centurion.  

 

 
There is no doubt that Paul's trial terminated in a sentence of acquittal, for  The Jews seem to 

have abandoned their charge since their co-religionists in Rome were not informed of it (Acts, 

28: 21).  

 
(Act 28:21)  And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning 

thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 

 

The course of the proceedings led Paul to hope for a release, of which he sometimes speaks as 

of a certainty   

 

Phi 1:25  Convinced of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all, for your 

progress and joy in the faith. 

Phi 2:24  and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself shall come also.  

(Phm 1:22)  At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through your 

prayers to be granted to you. 

 Scholars have been trying to reconstruct what happened after the release.  Many have been 

able to point out possible routes of Paul after the freedom till his rearrest and martyrdom. 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

1. Paul expressed intention to travel westward from Rome to Spain (Rom 15:24) as well as 

eastward from Rome to Macedonia and Asia Minor (Phil 2:24; Philem 22). Evidence suggests 

he carried out both journeys: 

a. Paul evangelized the island of Crete in the east (Titus 2:5); this mission would not have 

been possible to fit into Paul’s earlier travel routes. 

b. Clement of Rome - Paul carried the Gospel to limits of the west 

c. Tradition holds Paul was later rearrested and martyred (beheaded) in Rome  

 

 

 

Eusebius tells that  Paul arrived "a second time in this town" of Rome and that he suffered 

there a martyr's death. And Christians might be "proud that such a man" persecuted them: 

"for he who knows Nero, understands that he would not have condemned this teaching unless 

it had been something extremely good." 
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In Commentary on the Bible , Adam Clarke says: 

"Concerning the time, place, and manner of his death, we have little certainty. It is commonly 

believed that, when a general persecution was raised against the Christians by Nero, about 

A.D. 64, under pretence that they had set Rome on fire, both St. Paul and St. Peter then 

sealed the truth with their blood; the latter being crucified with his head downward; the 

former being beheaded, either in A.D. 64 or 65, and buried in the Via Ostiensis. EUSEBIUS, 

Hist, Eccles. lib. ii. cap. 25, intimates that the tombs of these two apostles, with their 

inscriptions, were extant in his time; and quotes as his authority a holy man of the name of 

Caius, who wrote against the sect of the Cataphrygians, who has asserted this, as from his 

personal knowledge. See Eusebius, by Reading, vol. i. p. 83; and see Dr. Lardner, in his life of 

this apostle, who examines this account with his usual perspicuity and candor. 

"Other writers have been more particular concerning his death: they say that it was not by the 

command of Nero that he was martyred, but by that of the prefects of the city, Nero being 

then absent; that he was beheaded at Aquae Salviae, about three miles from Rome, on Feb. 

22; that he could not be crucified, as Peter was, because he was a freeman of the city of 
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Rome. But there is great uncertainty on these subjects, so that we cannot positively rely on 

any account that even the ancients have transmitted to us concerning the death of this 

apostle; and much less on the accounts given by the moderns; and least of all on those which 

are to be found in the Martyrologists. Whether Paul ever returned after this to Rome has not 

yet been satisfactorily proved. It is probable that he did, and suffered death there, as stated 

above; but still we have no certainty" (Commentary on the Bible by Adam Clarke, commenting 

on Acts 28:31). 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia says:   

"When Paul writes again to Timothy he has had a winter in prison, and has suffered greatly 

from the cold and does not wish to spend another winter in the Mamertine (probably) prison 

(2Timothy 4:13, 21). We do not know what the charges now are. They may have been 

connected with the burning of Rome. There were plenty of informers eager to win favor with 

Nero. Proof was not now necessary. Christianity is no longer a religion under the shelter of 

Judaism. It is now a crime to be a Christian. It is dangerous to be seen with Paul now, and he 

feels the desertion keenly (2Timothy 1:15ff; 4:10). Only Luke, the beloved physician, is with 

Paul (2Timothy 4:11), and such faithful ones as live in Rome still in hiding (2Timothy 4:21).  

"Paul hopes that Timothy may come and bring Mark also ( 2Timothy 4:11). Apparently 

Timothy did come and was put into prison (Hebrews 13:23). Paul is not afraid. He knows that 

he will die. He has escaped the mouth of the lion (2Timothy 4:17), but he will die (2Timothy 

4:18). The Lord Jesus stood by him, perhaps in visible presence (2Timothy 4:17). The 

tradition is, for now Paul fails us, that Paul, as a Roman citizen, was beheaded on the Ostian 

Road just outside of Rome. Nero died June, 68 AD, so that Paul was executed before that 

date, perhaps in the late spring of that year (or 67). Perhaps Luke and Timothy were with him. 

It is fitting, as Findlay suggests, to let Paul's words in 2Timothy 4:6-8 serve for his own 

epitaph. He was ready to go to be with Jesus, as he had long wished to be (Philippians 1:23)"  
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Since Paul was a Roman citizen, he could not be executed within the city of Rome, nor could 

he be crucified. He was taken outside the city of Rome and put to death with a sword. St. Paul 

Basilica is built over his tomb.  He was beheaded between 66-68 AD at Aquae Salviae, which 

is now known as Tre Fontane. 

Legend says that his head bounced three times, and a fountain sprung up at each stop – 

hence the name Tre Fontane, or Three Fountains. His body was taken about two miles away to 

be buried in land owned by a friend, where the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls was later 

built. 

The story of St. Paul's martyrdom is told in Jacobus de Voragine's Golden Legend (Legenda 

Aurea)  as follows: 

  

Condemned to death by Emperor Nero, Paul was taken to the place of his execution outside 

the Ostia Gate in Rome, hence the appearance of Pyramid of Cestius in the background. On 

his way he not only converted three of the Roman soldiers who were his captors (here 

represented by the soldiers in armor at the bottom and to the left of the scene) but also drew 

the sympathy of a Roman matron named Plautilla, or Lemobia, who was a Christian. She 

asked him to pray for her and he responded by asking her for her veil with which to cover his 

eyes, assuring her that she could have it back when the grisly execution was over. The 

executioners mocked her, saying, "How canst thou give this precious object to such an 

imposter."   
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2Ti 4:7-8  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have 

loved his appearing.  
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CHAPTER TEN 
 

 
Writes His Letters  

  
 

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible states: 

: "Paul's letters are the oldest Christian documents we have. The first of them was written 

within 25 years of Jesus' death, and the last may have been written before any of the 

gospels."  
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It lists the following letters in the New Testament as Paul's:  

Romans,  

1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,  

1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. 

The order of these letters in the New Testament is based on their length not on chronology.   

These are the books: 

1.  Romans   

2.  First Corinthians  

3.  Second Corinthians   

4.  Galatians    

5.  Ephesians  

6.  Philippians  

7.  Colossians  

8  First Thessalonians  

9.  Second Thessalonians  

10.  First Timothy  
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11.  Second Timothy  

12.  Titus  

13.  Philemon  

The Epistles are not placed in the bible in any chronological order, but are arranged according 

to their significance and magnitude of their circulation, and by the relative importance of the 

Church and its people to whom they are addressed.  

The Epistles to the three individuals follow those Epistles to the seven Churches.  

14.  The Epistle to the Hebrews is last because it was the last to be authenticated.  

Usually, Apostle Paul's Epistles are separated into two  groups:  

1) Epistles of a general Christian nature and  

2) Pastoral Epistles.  

There are indications to show that some of the epistles are lost to us.  See 1 Cor. 5:9, and Col. 

4:16. For example the correspondence with a philosopher Seneca, brother of pro-consul Gallio 

(as mentioned in Acts 18:12) is attributed to Paul. 

Higher Criticism 

Fourteen of the twenty-one letters in the New Testamant have been traditionally attributed to 

Paul. One of these, the Letter to the Hebrews, does not claim to be the work of Paul but it was 

added later and attributed to Paul.  The other thirteen identify Paul as their author, but various 

scholars believe that some of them were actually written by his disciples in the school of Paul 

either under the supervision of Paul or in the strain of Pauline teachings.  This was actually the 

practice of the Prophetic tradition from the Old Testament times. 

These are the 7 letters that are considered by scholars as undoubtedly Pauline. 

• Romans (ca. 55-58 AD)  

• Philippians (ca. 52-54 AD)  

• Galatians (ca. 55 AD)  

• Philemon (ca. 52-54 AD)  

• First Corinthians (ca. 53-54 AD)  

• Second Corinthians (ca. 55-56 AD)  

• First Thessalonians (ca. 51 AD)  
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These letters are quoted or mentioned by the earliest of sources, and are included in every 

ancient canon, including that of Marcion (c. 140 AD)  The epistles all share common themes, 

emphasis, vocabulary and style; they exhibit a uniformity of doctrine concerning the Mosaic 

Law, Jesus, faith, &c. All of these letters easily fit into the chronology of Paul's journeys 

depicted in Acts of the Apostles. 

The letters thought to be pseudepigraphic by the majority of modern scholars include 

• Pastoral epistles  

o First Timothy  

o Second Timothy  

o Titus  

• Ephesians  

The letters on which modern scholars are about evenly divided are:   

• Colossians  

• Second Thessalonians  

An anonymous letter that nearly all modern scholars agree was probably not written by Paul 
is: 

• Hebrews  

Unlike the thirteen epistles above, the Epistle to the Hebrews is internally anonymous. 

Moreover, scholars,  have noted the differences in language and style between Hebrews and 

the other Pauline writings. 

In considering the authorship we should remember that most of the time Paul used a scribe to 

write down what he has to say.  As a result the style and presentation will be the edited by the 

scribe and will differ from the personal style of Paul. It was the practice in that case to add an 

end greeting by the original writer to give authenticity.  We can see this in 1 Corinthians 

16:20-23 

“All the brethren send greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.  I, Paul, write this 

greeting with my own hand.  If any one has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our 

Lord, come!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.” 

 This is the reason why most of the critical analysts see variations in style and dictum.  

However all through the collection the underlying theological emphasis are identical.   
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Then also this could be the result of the school of thought started by Paul.  It is this school 

that started the movement in the first place, extending the field of work beyond the Jewish 

religion to the Gentile world.  So any of these people could as well have written some of  these 

epistles.  It was the common practice of the School of Prophets from the ancient past to write 

in the name of the founder prophet as the writing represented the thought pattern of the 

major prophet.  Even today when a student publishes an original research work, it is usual to 

add the name of the Professor under whom the student worked. 

Lost Pauline Epistles 

There are some indications that some of the epistles are lost to us.  Here are some. 

• The first Epistle to Corinth referenced at 1 Corinthians 5:9  

• The third Epistle to Corinth called Severe Letter referenced at 2 Corinthians 2:4 and 

2 Corinthians 7:8-9  

• The Corinthian letter to Paul referenced at 1 Corinthians 7:1  

• The Earlier Epistle to the Ephesians referenced at Ephesians 3:3-4  

• The Epistle to the Laodiceans[5]referenced at Colossians 4:16  

Non-canonical Pauline Epistles 

Several non-canonical epistles exist claiming or having been claimed to have been written by 

Paul. Most, if not all, scholars reject their authenticity. They include 

• Third Epistle to the Corinthians (canonical for a time in the Armenian Orthodox)  

• Epistle to the Laodiceans (found in Codex Fuldensis)  

• Epistle of the Corinthians to Paul (addressed to Paul, not written by him)  

• Epistle to the Alexandrians  

Texts also exist which claim to have been written by (or about) Paul. These include 

• Acts of Paul and Thecla:   

• Acts of Peter and Paul  

• Apocalypse of Paul  

• Coptic Apocalypse of Paul  

• Prayer of the Apostle Paul  

• Epistle to Seneca the Younger  
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Some have also postulated the existence of a third epistle to the Thessalonians (second 

chronologically) forged in Paul's name, citing 2 Th 2:1-2, 3:17 as evidence.That hypothesis, 

has not gained acceptance 

Captivity Epistles: 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon 

 are called the "Captivity Epistles" because in each of them the author speaks of being in 

prison at the time of writing.  

 

Pastoral Epistles 

1-2 Timothy and Titus 

 are known as the "Pastoral Epistles" because, addressed to individuals rather than 

communities, they give advice to disciples about caring for the flock.  

The letters of the Pauline corpus are arranged in roughly descending order of 

length from Romans to Philemon, with Hebrews added at the end. 

 

Example of Higher Criticism: 

Summary of the reasons for thinking Ephesians is not by Paul  

The language and style are different. Ephesians contains 40 new words, eg 1:3 "heavenly 

places"; "family, or fatherhood" (3:15). 1:19 has four different words for "power"; Eph & Col 

use a different word for "reconcile" from Paul's word (Col 1:20, 22;  

Eph 2:16). And they both use many very long sentences, eg 1:3-14; 1:15-23; 3:1-7; 4:11-

16; 6:14-20. Also Col 1:9-20.  

• Ephesians copies Colossians at many places. Ephesians has 155 verses, 73 of which 

are copied from Colossians: eg Ephesians 4:1-2 = Colossians 3:12-13. Ephesians 

5:19-2 = Colossians 3:16-17, Ephesians 6:21-22 = Colossians 4:7-8.  

• Ephesians takes many key ideas from Colossians. Wisdom, mystery. The word of 

truth. Gospel of salvation. Saints of God.  
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• Ephesians also refers to most of the other letters of Paul. In many ways it seems like a 

summary of Paul's ideas, written by a disciple of his, and brought up to date for the 

Church of his own time.  

• Metaphors, or illustrations in Paul are turned into actual objective realities in 

Ephesians (and sometimes in Colossians also). Eg faith, gospel, word of God, 

reconciliation, salvation, our resurrection and glorification, the Church as the Body of 

Christ, Minister, Saints of God.  

• Ephesians shows that the Church is becoming an advanced and powerful universal 

institution (rather like the Church today). In Paul's time there was no universal Church 

in that sense, but only informal gatherings of individual believing communities.  

• Ephesians contains no mention of charismatic gifts. It looks as if they have 

disappeared from the church, to be replaced by ordained ministers.  

• Ephesians shows Jesus acting on his own account and by his own authority. In Paul's 

letters, Jesus always acts on God's behalf and with God's authority.  

wiki 

 

 Stylometry  Analysis  

Stylometry is a statistical study of the words used by an author in In order to discover what 

word frequency patterns the various books shared.  It was originally conceived in 1900.  

However with the advent of computers the analysis has become a powerful tool in order to 

establish the possible authorship of various book by an author. I present the a principal 

components analysis (PCA) of residuals as performed by Johan Mchael Linacre.( Who wrote 

Paul's Epistles? Linacre J.M. … Rasch Measurement Transactions, 2001, 15:1 p.800 -1) 

 Figure 1 shows a distinct difference between word frequencies patterns in the 6 narrative 

books (Gospels, Acts, Revelation) and the 21 Epistles. See Fig 1 
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The 6 narrative books were then dropped from the analysis. There remained 3400 active 

words, which were rescored to maintain positive correlations. Figure 2 shows the second factor 

in an analysis of their word frequency residuals.  
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We can see that  all of Paul's Epistles recognized by scholars are close together within an oval.  

The two books Colossians and Ephesians whose authorship are questioned by some also falls 

within the oval assuring that it is written by the same person who wrote the other Epistles of 

Paul.   Outside the oval are  Hebrews, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus which indicates that they were 

influenced by scribes who copied the dictation or Paul or written by others in the Pauline 

School of thought.   However 2 Timothy could  be attributed to Paul's direct authorship.   

 

 

Chronology of Pauline Epistles  

1 Thessalonians  

c.52 AD 

From Corinth, during an 18 month stay, during his 2nd Journey, 

after a visit to Athens (3:1-2) 

2 Thessalonians  

c.53 AD 

From Corinth, towards the end of his stay, on his 2nd Journey 

1 Corinthians c.57 AD From Ephesus, near the end of his 3 year stay, during his  3rd 

Journey (1 Cor..16) 

2 Corinthians  

c.57 AD 

From somewhere in Macedonia, on his way to Corinth, on his 3rd 

Journey 

Galatians c.55-57 AD From Ephesus, during a 3-year stay (see Acts 20:31) on his 3rd 

Journey (the second official visit to Jerusalem, described in Galatians 

2:1-14, taking place in-between the 2nd and 3rd Journeys c.54 AD) 

Romans c.57 AD From Corinth towards the end of  his 3rd Journey 
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Titus c.57-58 AD From somewhere between Corinth and Nicopolis, on 3rd Journey (Titus 

was in Crete, having been sent there by Paul from Corinth - 1:5). 

Some suggest that this letter was written later, after Paul's release.   

Ephesians 

 Phillipians 

Collosians 

Philemon C AD 60-62 

From Rome 

Paul was under house arrest for 2 years when he wrote these letters 

 

1 Timothy c.57 AD From Corinth on his 3rd Journey, while Timothy was back at Ephesus 

(1:3-4) 

2 Timothy C AD 64-68 From Rome 

Paul was released after his trial before Caesar, during which time he 

revisited many of the ecclesias that he had established on his 

previous Journey's. He may have visited Spain, which he had been 

planning on doing for many years. But he was eventually imprisoned 

again, during which time he wrote this final epistle to his beloved 

brother and fellow apostle, Timothy. Shortly after, according to 

tradition, Paul was beheaded) 

A more accurate description with the possible error of estimation is given by  Kevin P. 
Edgecomb in Berkeley, California as seen in the following quote. 

 

 

Kevin P. Edgecomb in Berkeley, California Chronology of Paul's Letters gives the following 
enlightening chart and correlation; 

“The data can be represented by this chart: 
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Each time span begins with a black dot (when the date is known) or a black bar (when only a 

range of possible dates are available) to indicate the foundation of a church or the conversion 

of an individual. (In the cases of Rome, Timothy, and Titus, the beginnings of the time spans 

are off the scale.) The end of the time span indicates the point at which the letter to the 

church or person was written, with the date represented by a black dot (when the date is 

known) or a yellow (will appear white in b/w) bar (when only a range of possible dates are 

available). The small red bars (will appear grey at the end of the white bar)indicate the likely 

period of Paul's martyrdom. ……..”+ 

 

http://www.bombaxo.com/paulchron.html    

 

 



APOSTLE PAUL: THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER OF THE CHURCH 

M. M. NINAN 
____________________________________________ 

 “Time spans between founding/conversion and letter-writing: 

Galatians:  about 4 years 

Philippians:  about 8 to 10 years 

Thessalonians:  a few months 

Corinthians:  1: about a year  2: about 4 years 

Ephesians:  about 6 to 8 years 

Colossian:  about 4 to 8 years 

Philemon:  about 4 to 8 years 

Romans:  about 8 to 26 years (founding date unknown) 

1Timothy:  about 19 (Johnson's date) or 25 to 27 years 

2Timothy:  about 27 years 

Titus: about 12 to 15 or more years 

Some Conclusions 

We can gain several things from this information, in connection with the character of Paul's 

letters themselves: 

1.)  Length of time converted corresponds to theological complexity in the letters: 

      a.)  Romans, the longest and most theologically complex of the letters, …..  

2.)  The "problem churches" of Galatians, Thessalonians and Corinthians are all 

those with the shortest lengths of time from their dates of conversion to dates of the 

letters being written to them. 

      a.)  The Thessalonian correspondence occurred very soon after Paul founded the church 

….  “ 
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Pauline Corpus 

 

Romans 

Date of Writing : c 57-58  AD 

Place of Writing: From Corinth on his 3rd Journey 

Major Thesis: Soteriology, Sin and Grace, Justification through Faith, universal justification 

and salvation, new humanity, battle between flesh and the spirit. 

Outline: 

1. Address (Romans 1:1-15)  

2. Humanity Lost without the Gospel (Romans 1:16-3:20)  

3. Justification through Faith in Christ (Romans 3:21-5:21)  

4. Justification and the Christian Life (Romans 6:1-8:39)  

5. Jews and Gentiles in God's Plan (Romans 9:1-11:36)  

6. The Duties of Christians (Romans 12:1-15:13)  

7. Conclusion (Romans 15:14-16:27) 

1 Corinthians 

Date of Writing : c 57 -58 AD   

Place of Writing:  From Ephesus, near the end of his 3 year stay, on 3rd Journey (1 Cor.16) 

Major Thesis: Soteriology  Church as Body of Christ. Spiritual Gifts, Rapture, Resurrection 
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of the Dead, the order of the vivification, universal salvation at the consummation of God's 

plan.  

Outline   

I. Address (1 Cor 1:1-9)  

II. Disorders in the Corinthian Community (1 Cor 1:10-6:20)  

A. Divisions in the Church (1 Cor 1:10-4:21)  

B. Moral Disorders (1 Cor 5:1-6:20)  

III. Answers to the Corinthians' Questions (1 Cor 7:1-11: 1)  

A. Marriage and Virginity (1 Cor 7:1-40)  

B. Offerings to Idols (1 Cor 8:1-11:1)  

IV. Problems in Liturgical Assemblies (1 Cor 11:2-14:40)  

A. A. Women's Headdresses (1 Cor 11:3-16)  

B. The Lord's Supper (1 Cor 11:17-34)  

C. Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor 12:1-14:40)  

V. The Resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-58)  

A. The Resurrection of Christ (1 Cor 15:1-11)  

B. The Resurrection of the Dead (1 Cor 15:12-34)  

C. The Manner of the Resurrection (1 Cor 15:35-58)  

VI. Conclusion (1 Cor 16:1-24) 

2 Corinthians 

Date of Writing : 57 -58 AD 

Place of Writing: From somewhere in Macedonia, on his way to Corinth, on his 3rd Journey 

Major Thesis: Soteriology New Creation in Christ. We walk by faith, not by sight, Universal 

salvation, the Conciliation of the world 

Outline 

I. Address (2 Cor 1:1-11)  

II. The Crisis between Paul and the Corinthians (2 Cor 1:12-7:16)  

A. Past Relationships (2 Cor 1:12-2:13)  

B. Paul's Ministry (2 Cor 2:14-7:4)  

C. Resolution of the Crisis (2 Cor 7:5-16)  

III. The Collection for Jerusalem (2 Cor 8:1-9:15)  
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IV. Paul's Defense of His Ministry (2 Cor 10:1-13:10)  

V. Conclusion (2 Cor 13:11-13)  

Galatians 

Date of Writing : 57-58 AD  

Place of Writing:   Corinth, Ephesus or  Antioch . 

Major Thesis:   Soteriology, Law and Grace.  Justification through Faith apart from the works 

of the Law The New Covenant through Christ. 

Outline : 

I.  Address (Gal 1:1-5)  

II. Loyalty to the Gospel (Gal 1:6-10)  

III. Paul's Defense of His Gospel and His Authority (Gal 1:11-2:21)  

IV. Faith and Liberty (Gal 3:1-4:31)  

V. Exhortation to Christian Living (Gal 5:1-6:10)  

VI. Conclusion (Gal 6:11-18)  

Ephesians 

Date of Writing : 62-63 AD 

Place of Writing: Rome . 

Major Thesis: Christological hymn: Christ as head of creation; divine plan for salvation. 

Ecclesiology. Dissolving of barrier between Jew and Gentile. Justification through Faith.  

Sevenfold Spiritual Unity, Five fold Gifts, God’s aeonian purpose in Christ, Ultimate subjection 

of all, Cosmic Warfare. 

Outline   

I. Address (Eph 1:1-14)  

II. Unity of the Church in Christ (Eph 1:15-2:22)  

III. World Mission of the Church (Eph 3:1-4:24)  

IV. Daily Conduct, an Expression of Unity (Eph 4:25-6:20)  

V. Conclusion (Eph 6:21-24).  
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Philippians 

Date of Writing: 62-63  AD 

Major Thesis: Justification through Faith, Christ the Head of the Cosmos, Ultimate subjection 

of all creation to Christ. Christological hymn. 

Place of Writing: Rome . 

Outline: 

I   Address (Philippians 1:1-11)  

II   Progress of the Gospel (Philippians 1:12-26)  

III   Instructions for the Community (Philippians 1:27-2:18)  

IV  Travel Plans of Paul and His Assistants (Philippians 2:19-3:1)  

V Polemic: Righteousness and the Goal in Christ (Philippians 3:2-21)  

VI Instructions for the Community (Philippians 4:1-9)  

VII Gratitude for the Philippians' Generosity (Philippians 4:10-20)  

VIII Farewell (Philippians 4:21-23)  

Colossians 

Date of Writing: 61 -63 AD   

Place of Writing: Rome (Smith). 

Major Thesis: Christological hymn: Christ as head of creation and of the church, Baptism as 

entry in to the heavenly life of Christ,  Ecclesiology and soteriology, Realized eschatology, 

Justification through Faith. The secret Administration of grace. the secret of Christ. Universal 

Reconciliation and the new humanity and the celestial destiny of the Body ecclesia 

Outline: 

I. Address (Col 1:1-14)  

II. The Preeminence of Christ (Col 1:15-2:3)  

III. Warnings against False Teachers (Col 2:4-23)  

IV. The Ideal Christian Life in the World (Col 3:1-4:6)  

V. Conclusion (Col 4:7-18)  
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1 Thessalonians 

Date of Writing: 51-53 AD 

Place of Writing: From Corinth, during an 18 month stay, on his 2nd Journey, after a visit to 

Athens (3:1-2) 

Major Thesis:  Eschatology   Faith, Hope, Love Triad.  The snatching away of the Body of 

Christ   ('The Rapture' )  

Outline: 

I. Address (1 Thes 1:1-10)  

II. Previous Relations with the Thessalonians (1 Thes 2:1-3:13)  

III. Specific Exhortations (1 Thes 4:1-5:25)  

IV. Final Greeting (1 Thes 5:26-28)  

2 Thessalonians 

Date of Writing: 51-53 AD  3-6 months later than First Thessalonians (Williams). 

Place of Writing: From Corinth, towards the end of his stay, on his 2 nd  Journey 

Major Thesis: Eschatology  The Time of the Rapture.  Man of Lawlessness and Cosmic figure 

of Evil  

Outline : 

I. Address (2 Thes 1:1-12)  

II. Warning against Deception Concerning the Parousia (2 Thes 2:1-17)  

III. Concluding Exhortations (2 Thes 3:1-16)  

IV. Final Greetings (2 Thes 3:17-18)  

 

1 Timothy 

Date of Writing: 64 -66 AD  
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Place of Writing: Macedonia (Smith); Rome (Phillips); Philippi (Williams). Most probably from 

Corinth on his 3rd Journey, while Timothy was back at Ephesus (1:3-4) 

Major Thesis: Justification through Faith, Universal Salvation 

Outline : 

I. Address (1 Tim 1:1-2)  

II. Sound Teaching (1 Tim 1:3-20)  

III. Problems of Discipline (1ti 2:1-4:16)  

IV. Duties toward Others (1 Tim 5:1-6:2a)  

V. False Teaching and True Wealth (1 Tim 6:2b-19)  

VI. Final Recommendation and Warning (1 Tim 6:20-21)  

2 Timothy 

Date of Writing : 65- 67 AD 

Place of Writing: Rome . 

Major Thesis: Justification through Faith.  Instructions to Pastors and Teachers. Apostacy in 

the last days. 

Outline: 

I. Address (2 Tim 1:1-5)  

II. Exhortations to Timothy (2 Tim 1:6-2:13)  

III. Instructions Concerning False Teaching (2 Tim 2:14-4:8)  

IV. Personal Requests and Final Greetings (2 Tim 4:9-22)  

 

Titus 

Date of Writing: 64 -67 AD  

Place of Writing: Ephesus (Smith); Rome (Phillips). From somewhere between Corinth and 

Nicopolis, on 3rd Journey (Evidently, Titus was in Crete, having been sent there by Paul from 

Corinth - 1:5). Some suggest that this letter was written later, after Paul's release.  
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Major Thesis: Justification through Faith, New Man 

Outline: 

I. Address (Titus 1:1-4)  

II. Pastoral Charge (Titus 1:5-16)  

III. Teaching the Christian Life (Titus 2:1-3:15)  

Philemon 

Philemon: He was probably a native of Collosse. He became bishop of that city and died as a 

martyr under Nero. He was a man of property and influence and of noblest character. 

Date of Writing : 61 -64 AD 

Place of Writing: Rome. 

Outline :  

 

I     Address (Ph 1:1) 

II   Thanksgiving and Prayer (Ph 1:1-4)  

III  The Request About Onesimus (Ph 1:5-8) 

IV  A Personal Request. Good Wishes(Ph 1:9-12) 

 

 

 
 


