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INTRODUCTION 

 

These studies are the result of a decade of personal study, group 

discussions and seminars in Asia, Africa and the Middle East.  We 

have taught these to Bible believers, and theologians; we have 

discussed these with scientists, missionaries, evangelists and Bible 

scholars.  Not all who head agreed with us, not because it is unbiblical, 

but because it seemed to them as impractical and unbelievable.  

Surely these promises seem unbelievably fantastics, except for the 

fact that the One who promised them has proved Himself faithful 

through all human history. 

 

This book may change your entire life as it did ours as a family.  These 

studies changed our outlook, thought patterns and out life style.  They 

will show you a new dimension in your Christian experience, if you 

dare to trust the word of God. 

 

The Ninans 

Juba, Sudan 1986 
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CHAPTER ONE 

PROSPERITY -- A BLESSING 

1   CONTRADICTION AND PATHOS IN CHRISTIAN LIFE  

There is an essential contradiction in the life and attitude of most 

Christians.  We claim that we have an all powerful, all knowing God 

who created the Universe and controls it.  He controls history and he 

controls the life and destiny of  individuals.  Yet there is a poor 

reflection of this great God in our lives.  We live a defeated life in our 

daily walk.  We are defeated in the areas of finances, career, family 

life, social life, etc.  There is poverty, sickness, mishaps, accidents and 

sorrow.  This essential contradiction was recognized by great 

theologians.  Here  is what Calvin wrote about it:  
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“To us is given the promises of life -- but to us the death.  A blessed 

resurrection is proclaimed to us -- meanwhile we are surrounded by 

decay.  We are called righteous - and yet sin lives in us.  We hear of 

an ineffable blessedness -- but meanwhile we are here oppressed by 

infinite misery.  We are promised abundance of all good things -- yet 

we are rich only in hunger and thirst.  what would become of us if we 

did not take our stand on hope....”  (Commentary Heb 11:1)  

O yes, there are several ways out of this dilemma.  

One is to explain it off leading to the theology of hope.  

This misery is actually a blessing.  That means it is God’s desire that I 

go through it and go through it still praising God and rejoicing in every 

circumstance.  While we cannot question the sovereignty of God, and 

the truthfulness of this stand, it is still not good news.  it is hardly the 

Gospel.  It is simply the message of Islam.  True this suffering is 

ennobling and God intends it to be.  But to say that God willed it and 

God enjoys it is a misnomy.  It is a consequence of the sinfulness of 

man.  It is the current alternative for the sinful man.  

Through centuries Christians have eulogized suffering and idealized 

poverty because they failed to realize what Jesus promised.  All those 

were transferred in time to a glorious future-- a rich and abundant life 

after death.  A heaven where there is no poverty sickness, no sorrow, 

nor suffering.  That sure is great.  But it degenerates into an opium and 

Karl Marx rightly was indignant when he said, “Religion is the opium of 
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man.”  Yes, the abundant life is fully fulfilled in the second coming of 

Christ.  But it starts now and here.  

On the other hand it can lead to a theology of liberation.  

This declares that Jesus initiated the liberation, but not fulfilled it.  His 

death on the cross was not the realization and the finished work of 

redemption.  When what he has prophesied  and announced did not 

come about, he hurled himself on to the wheel of change and got 

himself mangled.  This is the liberation theology.  All Christians still 

continue the process of giving momentum to the already  started 

wheel.  Some remain alive, but others are caught up in it and are 

mashed.  This is an abstract messianic hope, unfulfilled  in Jesus and 

to be worked out by each Christian.  This again is not good news nor 

does it give much credit to Jesus.  

There is a third alternative.  That is Jesus proclaimed the good news.  

He fulfilled the mission and all that he has promised is available to me 

now here - If I claim them.  

2.  ABUNDANT LIFE  

Should I struggle along with this miserable existence?  Is my almighty 

father going to do something about my wretchedness and the torment 

of everyday life?  There is good news for everyone.  Jesus said,  John 

10:10    The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full.  It is Satan who takes 
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away, destroys and kills.  he is the cause of my suffering and yours.  It 

is God’s will that you do not suffer.   Jer 29:11  For I know the plans I 

have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you,  plans to give you hope and a future.  Mat 11:28 -30 "Come 

to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy and my burden is light."  

It is not God’s will that you suffer and he has a plan for you in Christ 

Jesus.  

What about the suffering of the innocent?  Yes, we are individually and 

collectively  responsible for every sin in the world.  Human race is a 

continuum and so the evil that one man does causes suffering in the 

whole human race.  So also the good that one man does brings 

healing  to the whole human race.  This is where Jesus comes in.  

Jesus came so that we may have life and that in abundance.  He is not 

talking of an imaginary life to come.  This life is within you and me 

now,  This is life.  So the blessings of Jesus is now and it will be 

fulfilled completley in the future.  This is an ongoing process.  But it 

starts here and now.  Its fulness can be experienced on the 

appearance of our saviour in flesh.  

Jesus promises an  eternal life and an abundant life and that begin 

now and here.  
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What is special about this eternal life?  All men, good and bad  have 

eternal life.  “one unto glory and the other unto condemnation”  It is the 

abundance that makes the difference.  

What is abundant life?  

Man is depicted in the bible as a trinity of body, soul and spirit.  It is the 

totality of all these that form the man.  any one part missing, man is 

incomplete.    Thus without the body man is incomplete.  Hence at the 

second coming of Jesus even the dead receive a body along with the 

living -- transformed and glorified  (Refer  1 Cor. 15:35-54;  1 Thess. 4: 

14-17)  The abundance of life is the perfection of the entire human 

being of man in body, soul and spirit,  

The holy Spirit coabides with the believer’s spirit and acts as a 

counselor.  Further Jesus casts out all evil spirits and demons that bind 

man.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit from the time of salvation is the 

beginning of a long chain of  transformation starting from the spirit.  

This process culminates in the perfection of man at the second coming 

of Jesus.  But it starts with the  spiritual freedom  

 -- freedom from sin  

 -- freedom from guilt  

 -- freedom from condemnation  

 -- freedom from the law.  

The soul  is the seat of ‘I,' the personality built around ones own 

experience.  It encompasses mind, intellect, emotion and feeling.  Men 
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are in bondage to these.  “What a man thinketh in his heart, so is he” 

(Pro. 23:7)    Past experience stored away in the deepest areas of our 

mind brings forth untold miseries -- both to the mind and also to the 

body.  Our learning through experience and books and words and 

music mould us into a pattern goo or bad.  Our emotions and feelings 

are controlled and determined by all these.  But Jesus releases us 

from all such bondage 0 if we allow him to fill into all these areas.  

Man extends beyond these into areas  of family, community and 

society.  The gospel of Jesus extends into these areas as well  

3 John 1:2  Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that 

all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.  

3.  THE MANIFESTO OF CHRIST  

In the beginning of his ministry Jesus proclaimed his manifest in the 

synagogue in Nazareth.  We read this important proclamation in Luke 

4  THE MANIFESTO   Luke 4:18-21 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 

the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's 

favor."      Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened 

on him,  and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing."  
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Jesus did just that.  That is what Jesus said to John’s disciples in Luke 

7 

 

 

Luke 7:22  So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to 

John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame 

walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 

There is no mention of a release after death.  The freedom from 

poverty is here and now and it simply extends to hereafter and is made 

complete.  Our freedom from poverty is now and our freedom from 

bondage of slavery  -- social, bodily and spiritual -- is now.  At least it 
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starts now even if we do not experience its fullness.  Most important of 

all this is the proclamation of the acceptable year of the Lord -- the 

Jubilee.  

It is described in Leviticus  

Lev 25:10-13  Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty 

throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; 

each one of you is to return to his family property and each to his own 

clan.   The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and do not 

reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines.   For it is a 

jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the 

fields.   "In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own 

property."  

During the 49 years a Jew may sell all his inheritance, his family and 

himself.  But on that day he goes back to his inheritance -- his own 

land, property and family.  This declaration of Jubilee by Jesus implies 

that we return to all our inheritance.   

What is our inheritance?  

 All our inheritance is based on the act of God, the covenants of God.  

These are threefold.    

 



THE PRINCIPLES OF  PROSPERITY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

M.M.NINAN 

 9 

A.  Heritage as the Sons of God.  

Gal 4:6 -7 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."   So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you 

also an heir.  

That was the status of man before the fall.  Note that in the Genealogy 

of Jesus Luke mentions Adam as the Son of God  

Luke 3:38  the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son 

of God.  

The heritage of the sons of God is indescribable.  

1 Cor 2:9  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has 

heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who 

love him"--  

We see a glimpse of it in the descriptio n of New Jerusalem:  

Rev 21:11  It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like 

that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal........  

This evidently is the future.  

B.  Inheritance according to Promise to Abraham  

Gal 4:28  Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.  

What is my inheritance in Abraham is given in Romans.  
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Rom 4:13  It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring 

received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through 

the righteousness that comes by faith.  

But this is now, because it is about this world.  

 

C.  Inheritance as Sons of Adam.  

A picture of man before fall is given in Ezekiel.  

Ezek 28:12  "Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre 

and say to him: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: "'You were the 

model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  

Ezek 28:13  You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious 

stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and 

jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings 

were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.  

(Most people considers this refering to Lucifer.  However how can 

Lucifer be in Eden before his fall.  Eden was made for Adam.  Satan 

entered Eden as a fallen creature)  

Again God gave the earth to Adam.  

Gen 1:28  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 
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the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground."  

4.  POVERTY IS A CURSE OF THE LAW  

Deuteronomy 28 15-45 is the curse that came upon the nations as a 

result of disobedience to the commandments and statutes.  It is all 

related to poverty, sickness, slaver and subjugation.  

Deu 28:15  However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do 

not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you 

today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:  

 

Let us analyze these curses. 
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What are these curses?  

A.  Poverty 

 

Deu 28:16-19  You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.  

Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.  The fruit of your 

womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of 

your herds and the lambs of your flocks.  You will be cursed when you 

come in and cursed when you go out.  This refers to the productivity of 

food and industry. 

 

B.  Sickness  

1.  Sickness of the body  

 Deu 28:21-24  The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has 

destroyed you from the land you are entering to possess.   The LORD 
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will strike you with wasting disease, with fever and inflammation, with 

scorching heat and drought, with blight and mildew, which will plague 

you until you perish.   The sky over your head will be bronze, the 

ground beneath you iron.   The LORD will turn the rain of your country 

into dust and powder; it will come down from the skies until you are 

destroyed.  

 

All this refers to the myriad of diseases that will come upon you.  True 

these are the result of man’s selfishness and disobedience.  It speaks 

of  pollution and acid rains that are caused due to human activity that 

destroys the world.  

It is then taken up again in v 58 onwards thus which speaks of  

Plagues, Aids and Cancers and all those unknown diseases:  

Deu 28:27  The LORD will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with 

tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you cannot be cured.  

Deu 28:35  The LORD will afflict your knees and legs with painful boils 

that cannot be cured, spreading from the soles of your feet to the top 

of your head.  
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Deu 28:59-61  the LORD will send fearful plagues on you and your 

descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering 

illnesses.   He will bring upon you all the diseases of Egypt that you 

dreaded, and they will cling to you.   The LORD will also bring on you 

every kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of the 

Law, until you are destroyed.  

2.  Sickness of the mind  

Deu 28:20  The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and  

frustration.....  

Deu 28:28  The LORD will afflict you with madness, blindness and 

confusion of mind.  

 

C. Bondage  

a.  Economic Bondage  

Deu 28:30 -31 You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but 

another will take her and ravish her. You will build a house, but you will 
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not live in it. You will plant a vineyard, but you will not even begin to 

enjoy its fruit.   Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes, but you 

will eat none of it. Your donkey will be forcibly taken from you and will 

not be returned. Your sheep will be given to your enemies, and no one 

will rescue them.  

 

 

b.  Social Bondage.  

Deu 28:32-34  Your sons and daughters will be given to another 

nation, and you will wear out your eyes watching for them day after 

day, powerless to lift a hand.   A people that you do not know will eat 

what your land and labor produce, and you will have nothing but cruel 

oppression all your days.   The sights you see will drive you mad.  
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c.  Political Bondage  

Deu 28:36-43  The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you 

to a nation unknown to you or your fathers. There you will worship 

other gods, gods of wood and stone.   You will become a thing of 

horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the 

LORD will drive you.   You will sow much seed in the field but you will 

harvest little, because locusts will devour it.   You will plant vineyards 

and cultivate them but you will not drink the wine or gather the grapes, 

because worms will eat them.   You will have olive trees throughout 

your country but you will not use the oil, because the olives will drop 

off.   You will have sons and daughters but you will not keep them, 

because they will go into captivity.   Swarms of locusts will take over all 

your trees and the crops of your land.   The alien who lives among you 

will rise  

In the later days all prophets reiterated this fact.  So Zechariah calls,  

2 Chr 24:20  Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of 

Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the people and said, "This is what 

God says: 'Why do you disobey the Lord's commands? You will not 

prosper. Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.'"  

But Praise God,  

Gal 3:13  

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 

us.  
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5.  PROSPERITY IS A BLESSING  

On the other hand prosperity  is a blessing.  Prosperity, good health 

and freedom -- economic, social and political -- are blessings resulting 

from obedience to the word of God.  Again our basis for this teaching 

is Deuteronomy 28.  This time from 1 to 14  

Deu 28:1 -14  

 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his 

commands I give you today,  

*  the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth.  

All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey 

the LORD your God:  

*  You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.  

*   The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land 

and the young of your livestock--the calves of your herds and the 

lambs of your flocks.  basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.  

*  You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.  

*  The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will 

be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but 

flee from you in seven.  

*  The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you 

put your hand to.  

*  The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.  

*   The LORD will establish you as his holy people,  
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as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD 

your God and walk in his ways.  

Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name 

of the LORD, and they will fear you  

*  The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your 

womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the 

land he swore to your forefathers to give you.  

*  The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to 

send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your 

hands.  

*  You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none.  

*  The LORD will make you the head, not the tail.  

If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give 

you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, 

never at the bottom.  

 Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the 

right or to the left, following other gods and serving them.  

It is worthwhile spending time studying these promises of God.  These 

were cast in terms of an agricultural community situation.  But it is not 

difficult to extrapolate or interpolate to modern situation.  God is faithful 

and he will do the same even today if the conditions are met.  These 

conditions were not impossible targets.  God did perform them in the 

lives of his people through history.  Let us trace a few.  
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*   Father of all faithful Gen 13:2  Abram had become very wealthy in 

livestock and in silver and gold.  

*  Isaac was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.  

Gen 26:12-14  Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year 

reaped a hundredfold, because the LORD blessed him.   The man 

became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very 

wealthy.    He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the 

Philistines envied him.  

*  Jacob.  

Gen 30:43  In this way the man grew exceedingly prosperous and 

came to own large flocks, and maidservants and menservants, and 

camels and donkeys.  

Even his employer, who was an unbelieving gentile are richer because 

of Jacob and Laban knew why.  

Gen 30:27  But Laban said to him, "If I have found favor in your eyes, 

please stay. I have learned by divination that the LORD has blessed 

me because of you."  

*  Joseph is probably the test case of God’s faithfulness.  Joseph 

started off a slave in an alien land and ended up as the second in 

command to Pharaoh (The Vice-President) in the greatest Kingdom of 

the Earth at that time.  His employers found that everything prospered 

in his hand  

Gen 39:2-3  The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he 
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lived in the house of his Egyptian master.   When his master saw that 

the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in 

everything he did,  

Peace and prosperity of Israel were always directly linked with 

obedience to the law.  We can probably trace it through the Kings of 

Israel and Judah.  

David-  Practically all the blessings of  the law came to fulfillment in 

David.  Read  the song of  David in 2 Sam. 22 and 23.  He defeated 

the foes (2 Sam 21:40-43), nations served him (2 Sam 23:4), and he 

prospered in all his desires (2 Sam.22:44-46).  Look at the gold and 

precious stones David gave.  Then look at David’s prayer in v. 10-13.  

He reiterated that ,“Both riches and honor came from you and you 

ruleth over all.”  

Solomon.  

1 Ki 10:14-21  The weight of the gold that Solomon received yearly 

was 666 talents,   not including the revenues from merchants and 

traders and from all the Arabian kings and the governors of the land.   

King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six 

hundred bekas of gold went into each shield.   He also made three 

hundred small shields of hammered gold, with three minas of gold in 

each shield. The king put them in the Palace of the Forest of 

Lebanon.   Then the king made a great throne inlaid with ivory and 

overlaid with fine gold.   The throne had six steps, and its back had a 
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rounded top. On both sides of the seat were armrests, with a lion 

standing beside each of them.   Twelve lions stood on the six steps, 

one at either end of each step. Nothing like it had ever been made for 

any other kingdom.   All King Solomon's goblets were gold, and all the 

household articles in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure 

gold. Nothing was made of silver, because silver was considered of 

little value in Solomon's days.   The king had a fleet of trading ships at 

sea along with the ships of Hiram. Once every three years it returned, 

carrying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and baboons.   King Solomon 

was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.  

In the divided Kingdom, only a few kings followed Lords ways.  The 

chronicler identifies them and comments on their prosperity thus:  

Asa -- 2 Chr. 14:17 “So they built and prospered.”  

Uzziah - 2 Chr 26:5  He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who 

instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the LORD, God 

gave him success.  

Hezekiah -- 2 Chr. 32:30. He succeeded in everything he undertook.  

Jehosaphat- 2 Chr 17:5  The LORD established the kingdom under his 

control; and all Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had 

great wealth and honor.  

Secular historians however record others -- at least some of the others 

-- as great, wealthy and powerful.  Chronicler however simply does not 

consider them prosperous.  We shall see later what God think about 

their wealth.  
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Dispersion and captivity of Israel were the direct result of disobedience 

to God as the curse of the Law. However even in exile God prospered 

individuals who were willing to obey him and follow him.  We are on 

this earth under as aliens and individually God can still prosper us and 

bless us if we are willing to obey.  I will mention two specific names 

during the exile period viz.  Boaz and Daniel  

Boaz (Ruth 2:1) is referred to as ‘a man of wealth’  

Daniel (Dan 2:48 lived through three kings and was the most 

respected of the ministers.  He received  ‘high honor and many gifts’ 

and he was made the ‘ruler over the whole province of Babylon...and 

chief prefect over all wise men of Babylon”  

Even from among the gentiles we have one glorious example of Job.  

Job was a man from Uz that is not in Canaan.  He was not a Jew.  

Job 1:1-3  In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. 

This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned 

evil.   He had seven sons and three daughters,   and he owned seven 

thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yokes of oxen 

and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He 

was the greatest man among all the people of the East.  

Thus history corroborates the promises of God.  He always fulfilled 

what he promised.  

Prov 3:13 -16  Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who 

gains understanding,   for she is more profitable than silver and yields 

better returns than gold.   She is more precious than rubies; nothing 
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you desire can compare with her.   Long life is in her right hand; in her 

left hand are riches and honor.  

Prov 8:18  With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and 

prosperity.  

Psa 112:1-3  Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man who fears the 

LORD, who finds great delight in his commands.   His children will be 

mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed.   

Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures 

forever  

6.  WHY DOES GOD GIVE PROSPERITY?  

From the above readings it is abundantly clear that God gives 

prosperity to those who obey his commandments.  It is a blessing.  

The reason why he gives this blessing is also clearly stated.  

Deu 8:18  But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives 

you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which 

he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.  

Again Deut 9.5 confirms this...  

Deu 9:5  It is not because of your righteousness or your integrity that 

you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the 

wickedness of these nations, the LORD your God will drive them out 

before you, to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob.  

In other words the prosperity is the fulfillment of the covenant.  
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Another shade of meaning is: helpful to fulfil the covenant {Strong 

gives the meanings “to rise’ giving the implication: as abide, 

accomplish, confirm, continue, make good, help, help to hold, perform, 

strengthen, etc.  

It therefore implies that prosperity is the means to give us the 

opportunity to perform our part in the covenant.  The covenant to Israel 

was that they should be priests to the nations,  

Exo 19:6  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'  

Prosperity is given to enable us to perform this mission effectively.  

The effective witnessing and missionary work are possible only when 

you are financially free.  If you are going to work to make a bare living 

to feed your family, then where do you have the time and money to do 

your mission?  So God wants us to be released from anxieties for 

tomorrow, food and clothing.  

Mat 6:31-32  So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What 

shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'   For the pagans run after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  

For this reason  

Phil 4:19   my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious 

riches in Christ Jesus.  

It also implies that the minute you become unfaithful to the calling and 

serve your self instead of serving God, the very blessings of prosperity 

will become and  curse and a snare for you.  When the nations turned 
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away from him, God drove them out of the Promised land.  When 

Lucifer the anointed cherub rebeled against God, he was thrown out of 

heaven.  So beware that the blessings that God promises may not 

becomes a force of destruction for you.  

7  TAKE POSSESSION   

These then are our great promises and 2 Cor 1:20  For no matter how 

many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so 

through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. Soon after 

the covenant in Sinai God led the people of Israel in a straight path to 

the promised land and told them to take possession.  Read this story in 

Numbers 13:15-25  They refused to take possession.  As a result they 

turned around and trod the wilderness for 40 years until all those who 

refused (except two) died in the desert.  They could not possess what 

was promised.  So also if we refuse to take possession of our rights, 

we will also have to turn n back into this wilderness for a life time.  God 

was even then faithful.  They were fed with manna from heaven to 

meet their daily needs.  So also God will be faithful to us even if we 

refuse to take possession.  He will meet our daily needs.  But it is still 

desert life and not Canaan.  And finally when you die you will inherit 

the promises across death’s door.  But I want to enter into Canaan “the 

land flowing with milk and honey”  It is promised to me. Num 13:30   

"We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly 

do it."          
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CHAPTER TWO 

WHAT IS PROSPERITY? 

   

1. PROSPERITY  

In the Old Testament three words are used for prosperity in the 

Hebrew Language.  

The first word is tsalech which means: to push forward, break out, 

come mightily, go over, be good, be profitable, to prosper  These 

describe outward sociopolitical and bodily prosperity  

 The second word is sakel, which means: expert, deal intelligently, 

skill, have good success, wise This describes the prosperity of the soul 

- of mind, will, emotion and intellect.  
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 The third word is shalah, which means: to be tranquil, be happy, be in 

safety, prosperity. These describe the prosperity of the spirit.  

 Thus prosperity in the Old Testament was not simply the financial or 

economic prosperity. 

 Most modern prosperity teachers make their mistakes here. God’s 

concern is not limited to man’s basic needs. It encompasses the 

totality of man. When God prospers it is the balance that is His 

concern, probably and often at the pain of some other area. It is the 

man as a whole who prospers, not his wealth. Wealth comes as a part 

of the package, and if and only if it prospers the total man. It is this that 

is echoed in 3 Jn 2  

3 John 1:2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health(prospers 

in body --KJV echo)) and that all may go well with you, even as your ( 

you prosper in soul and spirit-- KJV echo) soul is getting along well.  

If on the other hand if the soul does not prosper, then prosperity in 

wealth will become a curse.  

In the New Testament the Greek word ‘yuodoo’ is used in 3 Jn 2 and 

also in 1 Cor 16:2  

1 Cor 16:2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 

aside a sum of money in keeping with his income (as he prospers -- 
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KJV echo) , saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 

to be made.  

This word ‘yuodoo’ means to help on the road, to succeed in business 

affairs, to have a prosperous journey, to meet the desires of the heart 

The Bible teaches us that we are on a journey on this earth. Our life is 

a pilgrimage towards a perfect place of eternal abode of New 

Heavens. All patriarchs lived a life conscious of this fact.  

Heb 11:8 -10 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would 

later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did 

not know where he was going. faith he made his home in the promised 

land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac 

and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. he was 

looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and 

builder is God.  

In reply to the question regarding his age Jacob replies to Pharaoh,  

Gen 47:9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The years of my pilgrimage are 

a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do 

not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers."  

 This concept is more pronounced for Christians who are advised by 

Peter  
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1 Pet 1:17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work 

impartially, live your lives as strangers (sojourning) here in reverent 

fear.  

While we are on this journey, though we have no permanent interest in 

the things of this world - which is decaying and dying, we still have to 

meet our needs, to make our journey successful and comfortable and 

a pleasure.  

  We have needs: Spiritual needs, Social needs, Bodily needs.  

 We need -- a house, a car, furniture, food, insurance, medical care, 

clothes, education, marriage, children, job, health, security, safety, 

protection against enemies, love, order, protection against nature, 

calmness, rest, friends, and you add more  

 But then again we are not just passing. 2 Cor 5:20 We are therefore 

Christ's ambassadors.  We are sent here for a purpose to accomplish 

something.  

 It is a very poor company that sends their agents and partners to an 

alien country and expect them to live on charity. Most companies spent 

their money to put their representatives in five star hotels and provide 

the ultimate credit facility and comfort. Why? Because they have to 

accomplish a task in the shortest time, in the most efficient way. God is 

not reluctant to do this. Same argument applies to Ambassadors. All 

countries make every effort to put their ambassadors at ease, comfort 
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and authority. Apart from efficiency of work it brings, they also create 

the basic image of their governments. Rich countries have rich 

embassies. These embassies tell us by their way of living what the 

ideals of their countries are. Probably Christians present a sad face 

and a famished God. ‘It is He who gives you power to get wealth.... 

that He may confirm His covenant’  

2. WEALTH AND RICHES  

The word for riches is also rendered by three different Hebrew words 

of slightly different shades of meaning  

* Chayil means: a force of men, an army, force, power, wealth, virtuous 

goods  

* Nekec means: accumulation of wealth. This word occurs only once in 

the Bible where it is promised to Solomon in 1 Ki. 10:23  

 * Hone means: enough riches, substance, wealth  

3. DANGERS OF PROSPERITY  

I have pointed out earlier that prosperity in the Bible is a 

multidimensional prosperity - well being and development of the total 

man. An unbalanced development always destroys the person. This is 

not considered as prosperity in the Bible. It is determined essentially 

by the needs of the total person. Exercise to burn off fat, starvation and 
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cessation from work etc., are the prosperity at times as against leisure 

and pleasure and comfort. Bible is not teaching this one sided human 

urge for wealth and power and ‘prosperity’  

Jer. 22:21 I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, "I will not 

listen". Prosperity blinds people , "by being weary of well being". It is 

because people lack the realization that "it is the Lord, who gives you 

power to get wealth." So,  

Deu 8:17 -18 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of 

my hands have produced this wealth for me." But remember the LORD 

your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and 

so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is 

today.  

Another pitfall is that continuous prosperity leads to a trust in the 

riches.  

Prov 11:28 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will 

thrive like a green leaf.  

Job remonstrates:  

Job 31:24-28 "If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, 'You 

are my security,' if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my 

hands had gained, if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or the 

moon moving in splendor, so that my heart was secretly enticed and 
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my hand offered them a kiss of homage, then these also would be sins 

to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high.  

Instead of trusting the source and the giver, there will be transference 

of trust. This is what Bible calls idolatry, which is the greatest 

abominations to God. That is why covetousness is called idolatry.  

Deu 8:12 -19 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you 

build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks 

grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is 

multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the 

LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 

slavery. He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty 

and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He 

brought you water out of hard rock. He gave you manna to eat in the 

desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test 

you so that in the end it might go well with you. You may say to 

yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 

wealth for me." But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who 

gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, 

which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. If you ever forget the 

LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to 

them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.  

If we study the rise and fall of empires of this world, rise and fall of 

nations and civilizations, we will see this cycle repeated. One 
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generation of people came together in harmony, forming a loving 

caring, giving community. As a result the community grew in strength 

and power and richness. Eventually as they grew rich, powerful and 

strong, they violated others, they became selfish and cared less and 

less about the community. As a result the nation began to decay and 

eventually overtook by other civilizations. The peak of civilization is 

reached when there is a perfect moral and material prosperity. As 

material prosperity blinds people, moral decadence takes place and 

this leads to death. It is a vicious circle. If a continuity of existence of a 

nation is to be expected, they need to be rooted deeply in the values. 

As long as human race is in the hold of sin this cycle will continue. The 

release comes only through Jesus. The final redemption is achieved 

only when Jesus make all things new. Our commission today is to 

emphasize the interdependence of moral values to the material wealth. 

This was what the prophets did. This is the function of Christians today 

too. You are the salt of the earth.  

This cycle can be seen in family and in individual prosperity. In India 

we have a proverb which describes this event. The process is like this. 

Miser - Gluer - Stickler - Richman - Spendthrift - Pauper  

 As material riches comes in, unless the moral capacity of the person, 

family or community or nation does not grow so that they can cope 

with the increased prosperity for the purpose it is given, decadence 

and decay sets in.  
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 Finally,  

 1 Tim 6:9-10 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 

trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 

Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many grief.  

 So  

Heb 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content 

with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; 

never will I forsake you."  

For  

Eccl 5:10 -11 Whoever loves money never has money enough; 

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is 

meaningless. As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And 

what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them?  

   

How beautifully did Solomon describe the consumer based economy 

and its vanity. Here people keep on accumulating and is never 

satisfied. The only reason why people buy is to say that "I own it." This 

very fact makes him incapable of enjoying it, lest it is consumed.  
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4 ACCUMULATION AND FINANCIAL FREEDOM  

Accumulation of money indicates lack of faith.  

Heb 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content 

with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; 

never will I forsake you."  

During the period of the sojourn of the Israel through the wilderness 

this was the main theme of God’s teaching.  

Exo 16:4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from 

heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough 

for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow 

my instructions.  

Those who disobeyed and gathered more and accumulated ‘  

Exo 16:18-21 And when they measured it by the omer, he who 

gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did 

not have too little. Each one gathered as much as he needed. Then 

Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it until morning." 

However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it 

until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses 

was angry with them. Each morning everyone gathered as much as he 

needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted away.  
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Accumulation leads always to this end. If you want your food to breed 

worms, keep it accumulated. Even in the refrigerator it will breed 

worms and will smell. If you want the water to be foul, keep it stored for 

several days. As long as they are distributed, used up and consumed, 

they are fresh, tasty and useful. This principle is true even to money 

and wealth. Locked up wealth soon looses its value due to inflation 

and lack of development. But if they are invested, and in circulation, 

they retain their value.  

Jesus illustrated this in one of his parables of the talents in Mat. 25:14-

30 and Luke 19:11-27. James confirms thus:  

James 5:2-3 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your 

clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 

against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the 

last days.  

However notice that it is not money that is the root of all evil, but the 

love of money. Money is simply is medium of transaction. Often it is 

not always the rich that love money. Lack of money leads to love of 

money. This we know leads to covetousness, stealing, murder, 

cheating, receiving bribes etc. Enough money will liberate us from the 

slavery of financial burden. A constant flow of money and the 

assurance of God’s provision will release us from even thinking about 

tomorrow and money. It is this liberation that every Christian is 

promised. "You cannot serve both God and Mammon" Mt 6:24. If you 
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start accumulating wealth and money, the result will be decadence, 

decay and death. So we are not talking about avarice and we are not 

talking to people who want to accumulate money for its pleasure. 

God’s laws will work in so far as we are in the moral will of God. Once 

we step out these same principles will lead us to destruction.  

5. STORY OF THE RICH YOUNG RULER  

 

 In Mathew 19:16-26 and in Mark 10:17-31 we have the story of the 

Rich Young Ruler who came to Jesus asking "What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?" The Ruler had scrupulously obeyed all the 

commandments of Moses . No wonder he was rich. Jesus 

acknowledges that. Jesus looking upon him loved him, and he points 

to his bondage to possessions. Jesus was indicating to him the 

kingdom principle of abundance as we will see in the later studies. The 

rich ruler loved money so much he missed the blessings.  
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Now look at the reactions to Jesus’ statement, "how hard it is for those 

who have riches to enter into the kingdom of Heaven" The disciples 

were amazed. Why? Because it was contrary to the Jewish concept. 

According to the word, they believed that prosperity was the sign of 

God’s blessing. The wealth of the Rich ruler proved it. If those who 

follow the commandments cannot enter the Kingdom of God, who 

can? Jesus points out that no one can enter in through the law. Moses 

could not take the Israel into the promised land. He could take them to 

the border, but a Joshua was necessary to cross the Jordan, and then 

only the new generation entered into Canaan. Even then they were to 

take possession. Even so, Kingdom of God is entered in only through 

New Birth.  

6 DOES SATAN BLESS PEOPLE FINANCIALLY?  

 The prosperity of the wicked  

had always been an enigma throughout generations. How is that those 

who are evil and those who are ruthless and those who do not know 

God or acknowledge God flourish? Certainly it is not a blessing from 

God. Thus certainly material possession of accumulation of wealth in 

itself is not an indication of God’s blessing. Psalmist says  

Psa 37:35 I have seen a wicked and ruthless man flourishing like a 

green tree in its native soil,  
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Surely the Satanic Kingdom of the present age is built on selfishness, 

pride and power. And Satan do help accumulate wealth beyond 

measure. But he cannot give prosperity in the true sense of the word. 

As a result it is not a blessing and turns out to be a curse.  

The Psalmist continues therefore:  

Psa 37:36 but he soon passed away and was no more; though I 

looked for him, he could not be found.  

 Selfishness never builds up and is programmed to self-destruction.  

There is no joy or happiness in selfish wealth. It simply does not give 

prosperity. It is simple common experience in every culture that the 

children of the immoral rich is a spendthrift and is destroyed by the 

very wealth. The basic character of Satan is to steal, to kill and to 

destroy.   

How do you destroy?  

How do you destroy good clean water? Stop all faucets. Keep it still 

over a week and it will start stinking. How do you kill your body. You 

keep it from rejuvenating with fresh food and water and close all 

outlets. (One of the sacrificial means of advanced Hindu sacrifice is by 

closing all five openings of a cow. Incidentally this is in direct 

contradiction to Jewish sacrifice of bleeding to death)  
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How do you kill your money or wealth? Keep it in a safe-deposit vault 

in your bank. So Proverb says: "Prosperity of the fools shall destroy 

them" Pro 1:32 RSV  

 Now the Laws of Prosperity is a natural law of the universe. There is 

no monopoly for the Believer. It will work for the unbeliever if he 

applies it. Is someone use the principle of the airfoil, it will fly whether it 

is used by a believer or not, So are the laws of Prosperity.  

Then what is the difference between ill-gotten wealth and the honest 

prosperity?  

Let the Proverb teach us:  

Prov 10:22 The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, and he adds no 

trouble.  

RSV gives the translation "he adds no sorrow with it" Some translation 

gives another clause "and toil adds nothing to it". Prosperity is a gift of 

God. It brings no sorrow or pain or suffering with. When the wicked 

gathers, it brings sorrow. Satan still gives wealth and power and glory. 

His Kingdom is based on selfishness and you will have to pay a price 

for your one sided prosperity. In the South Sudan there is a hill where 

you can go and make a bargain with Satan. He will give you the 

desires of your heat. But exacts a price on your life. Whether the story 

is true or not it brings the message clear and loud. All black magicians 

have powers. They got in exchange of their life.  
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Eccl 2:26 To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge 

and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and 

storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.  

So when the children of darkness prospers, when the wicked and 

treacherous and murderer and oppressor proper, it is your turn to 

praise God. He is simply doing the work of gathering and heaping for 

you. He takes all the toil, all the pain and all the sorrow that you may 

enjoy them. All the earth goodness thereof belongs to the child of God 

and the meek.  

Mat 5:5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

7. WAS JESUS A POOR MAN?  

The picture that is often presented to us of Jesus is that of a Hindu 

Yogi going round in rags, wearing a worn out sandals , carrying a 

begging bowl, sleeping on the footpath. He was probably hungry when 

he could not find food from his daily rounds and certainly was weather 

beaten and slept under trees and never in another person’s veranda. 

The way of self mortification and renunciation were not his cup of tea. 

Asceticism and monasticism and celibacy became the great ideals of 

christendom at a later stage when wealth corrupted the heart of soul of 

christendom. But the ideals of Jesus were far from it.  

 In the Jewish community a beggar was an abhorrence. The ideal law 

abider was the Pharisee who plied a trade, while acting as a scholar of 
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law. The first duty of every law abiding Jew whether Pharisee or 

Saducee was to provide for his family especially if he was the first born 

in the family as Jesus was. At least until he was 30 and entered into 

his public ministry, he was a carpenter.  

 Mary and Joseph were poor people as they could offer only two turtle 

doves instead of a lamb at Mary’s purification rite ceremony. (See Lk. 

2:22-24 and compare with Lev. 12:6-8) By the time Jesus was 30, he 

had a home, a mother and several brothers and at least two sisters 

younger than him.  

The day after the baptism of Jesus, John Baptist points out Jesus as 

the lamb of God.  

John 1:35 -39 The next day John was there again with two of his 

disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of 

God!" When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 

Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you 

want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you 

staying?" "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw 

where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the 

tenth hour.  

In Mat. 12:46-50 we see Jesus’ mother and brothers asking to speak 

to him. Then Mat. 13:1 starts thus: Mat 13:1 That same day Jesus 

went out of the house and sat by the lake.  
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Evidently we have to assume that his family had something serious to 

discuss and he went home with them. Hence the reference to ‘the 

home’ without indicating the owner would imply that the house 

belonged to Jesus himself as the head of the family.  

Another important event that took place in ‘the home’ is described in 

Mark 2: 1-4 where a paralytic was lowered down through the roof 

before Jesus. This was in Capernaum and he was ‘at home’ This 

probably was the headquarters of his ministry. Once this is understood 

most reference to ‘the home’ will fall in place.  

Yes in Luke 9: 57-58 in answer to an offer by a man to follow Jesus 

wherever he goes,  

Luke 9:58 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."  

He was evidently talking about his ministry. During the ministry he will 

be going round. And Jesus was well aware that he was not welcomed 

everywhere. Son of Man will be rejected. But there were homes where 

he was lovingly received. And many of them were extremely rich.  

We really do not have much to go on the style Jesus lived. But we are 

assured that he lived in style. He wore the most expensive and most 

fashionable dress of the day worn only by the rich of the time and by 

the princes of the tribe. Indeed he was by right the King of the Jews -- 
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heir to the throne of David both through his father Joseph and through 

his mother Mary.  

John 19:23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, 

dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the 

undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one 

piece from top to bottom..  

So the soldiers who had the right to the dress of the crucified wanted it 

whole.  

He enjoyed good food to the extent that his opponents could say (Mat 

11:19) 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

"sinners." He went to elaborate parties of marriages (Jn 2:8-9) and to 

banquets in his honor (Lk. 5:29; Lk. 7:36; Lk. 14:1; Lk. 11:37) These 

banquets were apparently very common. In the marriage of Canaa he 

even changed water into wine for that party. Jesus clearly taught that .  

Mark 7:15 Nothing outside a man can make him 'unclean' by going into 

him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him 'unclean.'"  

Jesus had rich and powerful friends like Nicodemus (Jn 19:39 and 

&:50), and Joseph of Arimathea (Mat. 27:57-59). No doubt his healing 

ministry often endeared him even with the rich. Most of the money for 

his ministry came from rich women. (Lk. 8:2,3)  
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 Look at his disciples. They were not poor ignorant fisherfolks as some 

would have us believe. Peter, the great fisherman owned at least one 

fishing boat. The original word in Jn. 21:3 is ship actually. He with the 

sons of Zebedee owned and operated a fishing fleet - a partnership 

business firm with several fishing trawlers. When Jesus called them 

they just left their boats and followed them. What happened to their 

boats? We see them back into business when they were disillusioned 

with Jesus (Jn. 21:2,3) Mathew (Levi) was a tax collector (Mat 9:9-10) 

They were looked down upon by the Jews, but they were ‘filthy’ rich. 

His scholarship in Jewish law can be seen in his gospel. Nathaniel was 

a prince of Judah ( Jn 1:45; 25:2) Paul was a rich roman citizen, rich 

enough that even Felix, the governor expected a bribe from him for 

releasing him. (Acts 24:24-27)  

Now look at the magnitude of the undertaking of Jesus. He had a 

constant staff of hierarchy with the close 3, the 12 disciples, then 70 

men, then 120 (probably the 70 men and 50 women) They traveled 

with him most often. Judas was the treasurer. There was no need of a 

treasurer if there were no money to treasure. We are told that he stole 

from the treasury (Jn. 12:6) Unless Judas was clumsy idiot who stole 

from the little beggars bowl, we should expect a tidy good sum from 

which a clever manipulation was possible.  

The crusades of Jesus were of mammoth proportions. We have the 

record of two such meetings. One had 5000 men and another 400 

men, ‘besides women and children’. With a moderate estimate of 3 per 
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family (which is very conservative) we come by numbers like 15000 

and 12000. When was the last time you have seen a meeting of 12000 

people? Jesus’ crusades were in a much wider scale than we could 

imagine. Probably of the same magnitude as present day Billy Graham 

crusades. Today we can do it with ease with modern advertising 

media, communication, transport and with months of preparation. 

Imagine that on both these occasions he actually fed them!! I don’t 

think Billy Graham could offer Pepsicola for every one present -- leave 

alone a full meal. The problem that the disciples presented when 

Jesus asked them to provide food was not that of money, but of 

unavailability of food in that wilderness. "Where are we going to get 

that much food?" Even if there were hotels around were could one 

order meals for 12000 people without sufficient notice? (Mat. 15:33; 

Mark. 8:4)  

 What am I driving at? Simply that Jesus never courted poverty nor 

eulogized it. He was no ascetic. He lived normal life of a Pharisee. A 

life of abundance with hard labor. He liked luxurious wine and good 

food.  

Luke 5:33 They said to him, "John's disciples often fast and pray, and 

so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and 

drinking."  

But then he was not hooked on to it. He lived in contact with the 

people, especially the poor and the needy. But he lived in contact with 
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the rich as well. He was no respecter of persons. This is no surprise. 

Every Jew considered poverty as a curse. If Jesus was poor that was 

reason enough for them to assume that he was not a law abider and 

God was not pleased with him. Even his enemies could not say that.  

But You might ask , Does every one who obey the law get rich? Not at 

all. Riches are not a measure of your fidelity. God gives the riches to 

those whom he considers will contribute to his purposes on earth if 

they are rich. If it retards his purposes he will withold it.  

This is not only true of money, it is true of every gift. Spiritual gifts 

especially.  

1 Cor 12:29-30 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 

Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 

tongues ? Do all interpret?  

 When we think of prosperity, we immediately consider that we are 

talking about money or wealth. Prosperity is an all encompassing 

concept. We have to realise that the relation between a believer and 

God is not one of a bussiness deal. It is a Father to son relationship. 

Will you give money to a child who you believe will spend it to indulge 

in evil ways? No. You give money to the son who shows responsibility 

and whom you know that money will benefit him. Otherwise you will 

withhold it until the child is old enough. But that whitholding is actually 

God’s mercy and love. That is exactly the way God dealt with Adam, 

and is the way he will do to all men, because they are his children. 
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Satan’s way is to provide where there is no responsibility because he 

comes to steal, to kill and to destroy.  

God understands your finacial responsibility in the way you deal with 

the finances that he has been given to you. This is what is illustrated in 

the parable of the talents by Jesus.  

Mat 25:21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! 

You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 

many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  

If you are faithful to the little things that are entrusted with you, you will 

be given greater things. If we cannot deal with material powers, how 

can God give us the Spiritual powers?  
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CHAPTER THREE 

LAW OF TITHES 

1. The Law of Tithes and Law Matters.  

Before we go into the teachings of Jesus we shall look into the 

methods suggested by the law. What are these commandments that 

brought prosperity to the Jewish nation and life of its people?  

This law is the law of Tithes. Malachi 3:1-12 is the most beautiful 

explanation of this law.   

Mal 3:10 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not 

throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 

that you will not have room enough for it.. 



THE PRINCIPLES OF  PROSPERITY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

M.M.NINAN 

 50 

 Probably it is the only promise of God with a challenge to test him.  

It has been the tendency of teachers to interpret these blessings as 

spiritual. But the following verses clearly indicates that God meant 

material prosperity.  

Mal 3:11-12 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the 

vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 

Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful 

land," says the LORD Almighty.  

In order to know what is this law of Tithing we should turn to the book 

of the law. The word Tithe means one out of ten. In Leviticus the law is 

stipulared thus:  
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THIS IS THE LAW   

Lev 27:30-33 

"'A tithe of everything from the land,  whether grain 

from the soil or fruit from the trees,  belongs to the 

LORD;  it is holy to the LORD.  If a man redeems 

any of his tithe,   he must add a fifth of the value to 

it.  The entire tithe  of the herd and flock  --every 

tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod--

  will be holy to the LORD.  He must not pick out the 

good from the bad   or  make any substitution.  If he 

does make a substitution,   both the animal and its 

substitute become holy  and   cannot be 

redeemed.'"  

Evidently it was geared to a pastoral agricultural community. If you are 

a farmer or an animal farmer the instructions are clear. Every tenth 

rubber sheet or tenth sack of tea or coffee or tenth coconut or apple or 



THE PRINCIPLES OF  PROSPERITY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

M.M.NINAN 

 52 

cocoa belongs to God. The tenth cow or sheep that goes out of the 

Kral belongs to God. But today our prosperity is measured in terms of 

money -- unless you are a Dinka or a Mundari. Money is an easy 

measure of your wealth. One tenth of all the money that pass through 

your ‘bank account’ is God’s. God wants it as a willing offering. Don’t 

try to cheat God, you will be only cheating yourself out of God’s 

blessing. That is why the laws of redemption and exchange is given. 

The tithe is god’s money. You may borrow from it. But there is a flat 

20% interest irrespective of the period. Don’t think you can get away 

with it. There is a time limit for the return.  

Since the tithe money is God’s money anyway it will be a good idea to 

put it in a separate account. Then you will have enough money to give 

to God’s work, charity or whatever. It will never run dry. You will be 

surprised that even when your personal account is red, God’s account 

will be still black. There is another reason for doing that. You will not 

feel hurt when you part with it. It has been god’s and you wer simply 

operating it as His Trustee.  

Apart from the tithes the one in ten of all income and produce, there 

are others that belongs to God.  

Deu 12:17  

You must not eat in your own towns   the tithe of your 

grain and new wine and oil,   or  the firstborn of your 

herds and flocks,  or   whatever you have vowed to 

give,  or  your freewill offerings or special gifts.  
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The first born of your herds and flocks belongs to God.  

Earlier God made it sure that all the first born of your children belongs 

to God.  

Exo 13:2  "Consecrate to me every firstborn male.   The first 

offspring of every womb  among the Israelites belongs to 

me,  whether man or animal."  Exo 13:12  you are to give 

over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb.  All the 

firstborn males of your livestock belong to the LORD.   

In todays economy it would simply mean that every first fruit of your 

labor belongs to God. It may be the fruit of your garden or farm. It is 

certainly the first pay that you received when you started your job and 

every job that you took after that. Every time you take up anew job, the 

first month’s wage belongs to God.  

Then ther are the vows. It is common proactice among most people to 

make vows. It is not to be construed as a bribing attempt. It should be 

a decision of submission or determination to serve God. If it is done as 

an attempt to bribe God into getting you something, it will not work. 

God does not require anything from any man. Yet God will hold you 

responsible for the vow that you have made whatever your motive is.  

But then what is the stand of the Bible on vows?  

First to notice is that the word ‘vows’ does not occur in the New 

Testament. The reason for this will be evident as we look into New 

Covenant situations in the next chapter.  

Numbers chapter 30 deals with vows:  
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   Num 30:2   When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath 

to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must 

do everything he said.  

.  

Vows are not obligatory. You may not make any vows at all. But if you 

make a vow, you are obligated to fulfil it. However the chapter goes on 

to inidcate that a vow can be abrogated by a relative who is close to 

the person and who on hearing it nullifies it. Numbers gives this right to 

the father and to the husband. But then this has to be done on the day 

they hear of it.  

Num 30:5 But if her father forbids her when he hears about it, none of 

her vows or the pledges by which she obligated herself will stand; the 

LORD will release her because her father has forbidden her.  

Num 30:7 and her husband hears about it but says nothing to her, then 

her vows or the pledges by which she obligated herself will stand.  

Num 30:8 But if her husband forbids her when he hears about it, he 

nullifies the vow that obligates her or the rash promise by which she 

obligates herself, and the LORD will release her.  

   

The way verse 30:6 is put is worth noting.  

Num 30:6 "If she marries after she makes a vow or after her lips utter a 

rash promise by which she obligates herself  

Vows are often utterred rashly - an utterance of the lips rashly. They 

are binding on every person. Let your yes be yes and no be no. 

Otherwise you becomes an unreliable person. No one can trust you. 
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No one can believe what you say or promise. God do not want you to 

be one like that.  

   

Closely associated with the vows is the free will offerring.  

   

Deu 16:10 Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God 

by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD 

your God has given you.  

Psa 54:6 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your 

name, O LORD, for it is good.  

Psa 54:7 For he has delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes 

have looked in triumph on my foes.  

   

The difference between the free will offering and the vow is that free 

will offering is a sacrifice of praise after you have received blessings 

from the Lord. The vow at least in actuality is a promise of the offering 

in anticipation of the blessing. Vow then is a faith offering - an offering 

paid before hand even though we are unable to pay it at the time the 

offering is made. Hence in almost all cases vows and free-will offering 

are mentioned together. Both are made in proportion to the blessings.  

   

2. WHAT TO DO WITH TITHES.  

   

Mal 3:10   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house.  
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In the Old Testament times the temple had several rooms to store the 

tithe produces. This provided food for all those who served at the 

temple. It also provided food for all the poor who flockkked at the 

temple along with widows of the community, and to the travellers who 

came into the city. The temple thus acted as a center for social 

service; helping the poor, aged, widows and the orphaned and to those 

who found themselves in a strange place. Tithes are used for all 

philanthropic work.   

The usual question is, what am I suposed to do with this money? 

Should I give everything to my church or can I use it for other 

purposes. Bible has definite answers to this.  
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Deu 26:12  When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all 

your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall 

give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so 

that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.  

* the levites:  

the people who serve the church. Today it involves salaries of pastors, 

priests, deacons, evangelists etc. God makes special emphasis that 

Levites who are far away from the temple are not to be forgotten. 

Levites who are far away from the temple are simply the missionaries 

away from home. They are to be provided for , "for he has no portion 

or inheritance with you" in the land when the land was divided. (Deut 

14:27) Part of the money should go to your church and also to various 

missions. It also refers to evangelists and itenerants who work in your 

township. Num 18:21 "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as 

their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent 

of Meeting." Bible also gives a reason for it:  

Exo 13:2  

"Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every 

womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether man or animal."  

   

[Why male? In a male dominated society, women canot function 

effectively as priests.] Every first born male was to take over the family 

headship and they are to act as priests to the family. Father of the 

family is the high priest who leads the rest of the family in prayer and 

worship and sacrifice. Levites were selected in lieu of these first borns 
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of Israel. These first borns of every family is to be redeemed by paying 

cash and this money is used to maintain the Levites. It was the duty of 

the congregation to support the Levites. The tithes form part of this 

maitainance payment.  

   

The principle is still applicable. If you cannot become a priest or a 

pastor or an evangelist, which yo should be, you should pay for their 

maitanance. They are doing your job.  

   

* the sojourners:  

the people who pass through the place who requires help. This was 

particularly important in those days since it took many days to go from 

one place to the other and it was impossible to carry enough food or 

money for the entire travel. These people relied on the local 

communities for food and shelter. Even today we will find strangers 

stranded in our township, without money, without friends. Ethnic 

differences, caste and class difference should not come in the way of 

helping another person. All these are God’s work. Tithe money can be 

used for this.[ Exo 22:21 "Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for 

you were aliens in Egypt.]  

   

* the orphans:  

The orphanges, Old age homes, Half Way homes, Charity Homes, 

Assylums etc., will fall under this category.  

   

* widows.  
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In Old Testament times widows who are left without male support were 

the responsibility of the Temple. Today this may form a major 

category. There are many broken families with mothers left without 

proper support to raise their children. Tithe money can us used for this.  

   

* in general to the the poor, the weak and the outcastes within the 

community are God’s concern. We are not to look into the cause of this 

poverty, whether it be caste, social position, joblessness or past 

history. Christian love finds its expression in making the community 

livable and life tolerable for those who go through difficulties.  

   

There is still another use for the tithe given in Deut 12:6-7, 15-19 and 

14:22-29  

Deu 12:6-7 there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes 

and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill 

offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. There, in the 

presence of the LORD your God, you and your families shall eat and 

shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, because the 

LORD your God has blessed you.  

Deu 12:17-21 You must not eat in your own towns the tithe of your 

grain and new wine and oil, or the firstborn of your herds and flocks, or 

whatever you have vowed to give, or your freewill offerings or special 

gifts. Instead, you are to eat them in the presence of the LORD your 

God at the place the LORD your God will choose--you, your sons and 

daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from 

your towns--and you are to rejoice before the LORD your God in 
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everything you put your hand to. Be careful not to neglect the Levites 

as long as you live in your land. When the LORD your God has 

enlarged your territory as he promised you, and you crave meat and 

say, "I would like some meat," then you may eat as much of it as you 

want. If the place where the LORD your God chooses to put his Name 

is too far away from you, you may slaughter animals from the herds 

and flocks the LORD has given you, as I have commanded you, and in 

your own towns you may eat as much of them as you want.  

Deu 14:22-27 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields 

produce each year. Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and 

the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your 

God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you 

may learn to revere the LORD your God always. But if that place is too 

distant and you have been blessed by the LORD your God and cannot 

carry your tithe (because the place where the LORD will choose to put 

his Name is so far away), then exchange your tithe for silver, and take 

the silver with you and go to the place the LORD your God will choose. 

Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other 

fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household 

shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. And 

do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no 

allotment or inheritance of their own.  

   

All Israelites were to bring their tithes and offerings to the temple in 

Jerusalem during the Feast of the Weeks and were to eat and drink 

and rejoice before the Lord. Today this is simply the occassions when 
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God’s people are having fellowship. Tithes may be used for fellowship 

occassions in the church and church groups and among believers. 

This is one time when the Lord wants everyone to enjoy themselves 

before the Lord. At this time all taboos are lifted. Any food or drink that 

one may crave for may be taken in the presence of the Lord. Your 

household is the Christian brothren now.  

Use the tithe money to buy whatever you like:  cattle, sheep, 

wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish.  Then you 

and your household  shall eat there in the presence of the 

LORD your God and rejoice.     

3. TIME LIMIT OF ACCUMULATION  

 

There is a time schedule for tithing. You may keep your tithes upto a 

maximum period of three years. At the end of the third year - every 

thrid year - all the tithes of the past three years must be exhaussted. 

This regulation is given in Deuteronomy. Deu 14:28-29  At the end of 

every three years,  bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store 

it in your towns, so that the Levites (who have no allotment or 

inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows 

who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that 

the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.  
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 4. ASK YOUR BLESSINGS  

 

It is not enough that we bring the whole tithe. After completing these 

requirements of the law we have to present ourselves before the Lord 

and claim our blessings in accordance with the stipulations. It is often 

believed that we should do our part and keep quiet and God will see to 

it and send down our blessings. But the Bible teaches that we do not 

receive if we do not claim. See Deut 28 : 12-15  

 

   

Deu 26:12 When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your 

produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the 

Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in 

your towns and be satisfied. Then say to the LORD your God: "I have 

removed from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the 

Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, according to all you 

commanded. I have not turned aside from your commands nor have I 

forgotten any of them. I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while 

I was in mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean, 

nor have I offered any of it to the dead. I have obeyed the LORD my 
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God; I have done everything you commanded me. Look down from 

heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and the 

land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a 

land flowing with milk and honey."  

   

This may look very strange at first reading. Why does God want us to 

ask when he already know all about it and also all our needs. But a 

careful study of Bible indicates that God always required his children to 

ask. Except for the general graces like the sunshine and rain, all 

special blessings are given only on asking. One important aspect of 

prayer is asking. We are exhorted by God repeatedly to pray. Pray 

without ceasing. Jesus even gave us a beautiful parable of the widow 

and the judge in Luke 18. If this is true, it explains why many Christians 

never received what they are promised in the word of God. Mat 7:7-8 

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who 

seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  

So also James 4:2 declares: You want something but don't get it. You 

kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and 

fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  

In all the teachings of Jesus made it clear that we receive only if we 

ask. We shall study his method later. But why ask? There are probably 

several reasons, but there are two important reasons I can think of:  

1. God wants his children to be free. He is not a dictator, nor man a 

victim. God respects man’s freedom of will even to the extent of 

allowing the fall, only to take man’s sins upon his body on the cross. 
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Even then he could not force this redemption on man without man’s 

expressed will. Redemption is free, but never forced. It is the same 

with all blessings. It only shows god’s extreme respect of human 

freedom and individuality.  

   

2. God wants his children to be mature enough to know what they 

want. For babies everything is given by mummy’s will and pleasure. 

But for adults, parents expects responsibility. The act of asking is an 

expression of God’s acknowledgement that we are sons of God. 

Someone who does not know the father and of his promises cannot 

ask them anyway.  

   

One fact may be noticed in the confession. The act of obedience is by 

the individuals, but the blessings are for the whole nation. This point 

may not be missed. The blessings of God because of your obedience 

to the law goes not directly to you. It brings prosperity to the nation. 

Evidently eventually it will be shared to you. Not alone at any time. 

Here we see another aspect of the real meaning of prosperity. It is not 

possible for prosperity to come to an individual at all.  

It is the whole community and nation and mankind that 

receives the blessings because of you.  

There is this element of sacrifice. It cannot be based on selfishness. It 

comes as a result of sacrifice. Obedience of one brings healing and 

prosperity for all mankind. This is what happened at Calvary cross.  
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5. WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW  

 

Apart from tithing there are other economic and social obligations that 

are necessary for the- full blessings. This is why in Mathew 23 : 23 

Jesus shouted :  

''You tithe mint and dill and cumin and have neglected the weightier 

matters of the law, justice, mercy and faith. These you ought to have 

done, without neglecting others"  

   

What are these weightier matters of law, justice mercy and faith? 

These are given in the verses following the law of tithing in Deut 14 

and 15.  

  "At the end of every seven years you shall grand release , And this 

shall be the manner of release. Every creditor shall release what he 

has lent to his neighbor, his brother, because the Lord's release has 

been proclaimed. Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of 

yours with your brother your hand shall release".  

   

 In the time of Old Testament, brother and neighbor meant a fellow 

Israelite and those gentiles who lived among them. A foreigner was 

one who came on business on a caravan. Thus on long term business 

deals this release does not apply the underlying spirit is the spirit of 

mercy and justice, Bible takes particular care to warn that this should 

not come as a reason for not helping your brother or neighbor, 

particularly as the seventh year draw near.  
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Deu 15:7-10 If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the 

towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be 

hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. Rather be 

openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. Be careful not to 

harbor this wicked thought: "The seventh year, the year for canceling 

debts, is near," so that you do not show ill will toward your needy 

brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the LORD 

against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. Give generously to him 

and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD 

your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your 

hand to. Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in 

your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back later; I'll 

give it tomorrow"-- when you now have it with you.  

   

The following facts also follow from the law:  

  Lev 25:35-37 "'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable 

to support himself among you, help him as you would an alien or a 

temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. Do not take 

interest of any kind from him, but fear your God, so that your 

countryman may continue to live among you. You must not lend him 

money at interest or sell him food at a profit.  

   

It is true we do not have these cycles of three, seven and fifty. But we 

should obey the spirit of this law. We could start off arbitrarily. Make 

sure that we do not continue to hold the tithe money. We should see 
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that all the money is given away and used up for the purpose for which 

it is meant every three years. Every seventh year we should clear all 

the debts that others owe to us. They must be written off. But this does 

not apply to the business books. This is because it is the on going 

process. . "For this the Lord your God will bless you."  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

THE PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING 

  

1. THE KINGDOM AND THE LAW  

What we have studied so far is the law as given by God through 

Moses. But we are no longer under the law. We are liberated from the 

bondage of law into the glorious freedom of the children of God 

through grace. Being thus freed, the question is "why should I tithe?. 

Tithe giving is law. What happens if I don't tithe or release?'' The 

answer is direct and simple. Your are free. You don't need to tithe, nor 

do you need to release.  

Rom 8:1-2 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 

in Christ Jesus because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of 

life set me free from the law of sin and death.  
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 Law contained the approximation or a shadow of a far greater 

principle. Jesus said. Mat 5:17 "Do not think that I have come to 

abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 

to fulfill them."  

 All the laws came to their fulfillment in Christ. So also the laws of 

prosperity. Mosaic laws of tithing , release and Jubilee were but a 

shadow of the more general principle of Love which I would like to call 

the Principle of Sowing and Reaping. This is the principle of living in 

the Kingdom of God. "Jesus went about teaching in their synagogues 

and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom " (Mat. 4:23 and 9:35) These 

teachings were embedded in the Sermon on the Mount and were later 

expanded and expounded by Paul, the architect and builder of the 

Church.  

 Let us once again turn to the story of the rich young ruler. This time to 

Mark.  

Mark 10:17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell 

on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?"  

Mark 10:18 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is 

good--except God alone.  
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Mark 10:19 You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not 

commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not 

defraud, honor your father and mother.'"  

Mark 10:20 "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a 

boy."  

Jesus did not contradict him. Here was a young man who obeyed the 

Law in its full extent. God gave him wealth and riches according to his 

promise. By the Old Testament definition here was a righteous man. 

Jesus knew it. So  

Mark 10:21 Jesus looked at him and loved him.  

Then Jesus went to prescribe to him the way to enter into freedom, 

sonship and the Kingdom. You cannot enter into the Kingdom of God 

by obedience to the law. In fact dogged obedience in legalism will just 

keep you out of it.  

Rom 9:31 but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not 

attained it. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it 

were by works.  

Even Moses could only see the promised land from far. It required a 

Joshua to lead Israel into Canaan. You cannot enter the Kingdom of 

God by doing things.  
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John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see 

the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  

John 3:5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  

 The law is contained in the word. But it requires spirit to bring it to 

fullness and life. So Jesus explained these Kingdom Principles in the 

Sermon on the Mount.  

Mat 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of 

the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter 

the kingdom of heaven.  

Tithing is only the righteousness of the Pharisees.  

Mat 23:23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 

hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cumin. But 

you have neglected the more important matters of the law--justice, 

mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without 

neglecting the former.  

2. THE PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING  

The most direct exposition of this principle is found in 2 Corinthians.  
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2 Cor 9:6 -7 

Remember this: 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and 

whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each man should give 

what he has decided in his heart to give, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver 

  Paul is here talking about money and financial help to saints. There is 

therefore no question of interpreting it as simply connected with 
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spiritual help only. Verse 8 probably is the best definition of Prosperity 

in Biblical perspective.  

*That you may have enough of everything  

*and in plenty  

so that there is enough and more to provide in abundance for every 

good work. God’s abundant blessing has a double purpose,  

* to provide in abundance everything for his children  

* to provide in abundance for every good work.  

These are the two sides of the same coin of the Principle of Sowing 

and Reaping. You sow to reap and reap to sow. So Paul continues:  

2 Cor 9:9 As it is written:  

"He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness 

endures forever."  

[You have received, not because you deserve it. But because God is 

merciful and his righteousness is everlasting]  

Before God expects you to sow, he provides you with the seed 

necessary for the sowing. He gives because he wants to receive back 

thanksgiving. 
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2 Cor 9:10-11 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower 

and bread for food 

will also supply 

and increase your store of seed 

and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. 

  

You will be made rich in every way 

so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us 

your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 

If you do not give, you will not receive.  

That is a negative statement. Let us be positive.  

If you give, you will receive.  

This principle is universal and is true in all spheres.  

If you want love, give love.  

If you want honor and respect, give honor and respect.  

Extend this over to finances and to all our daily affairs and we have the 

core of Jesus’ teachings. In the sermon on the mount Jesus clamped 

down on the practical application of this principle. Thus in Luke 6: 27 

on wards we see Jesus advising thus:  
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Luke 6:27 Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If 

someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If 

someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  

Luke 6:30 

Give to everyone who asks you, 

and if anyone takes what belongs to you, 

do not demand it back. 

Luke 6:31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.  

Luke 6:34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment,  

what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to 

be repaid in full.  

Luke 6:35-38 

But love your enemies, 

do good to them, 

and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. 

Then your reward will be great, 

and you will be 

sons of the Most High, 

because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. 
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Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 

Give, 

and 

it will be given to you. 

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, 

will be poured into your lap. 

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 

 We receive the same measure, of course , pressed down and 

multiplied. So if you give in thimbles, you receive back in thimbles. If 

you measure in sacks, you receive a hundredfold in sacks. There is a 

beautiful story illustrating this idea by the poet Laureate of India 

Rabindranath Tagore in his collection of short stories, "The King and 

the Beggar". The gist is as follows. One day a beggar heard that the 

King was passing through the place where he was standing. As the 

chariot passed by, the beggar stretched out his begging bowl 

expecting a coin at least from the great King. But the King stopped his 

chariot and he stretched out his hand begging the beggar. The beggar 

was first perplexed. But the King insisted. Finally the beggar took out 

his begging bowl and took out a pinch of his little rice - three grains of 

rice- and placed it in the palms of the King. The king withdrew his palm 

and he stretched it out once more and placed a pinch of rice back into 

the beggars bowl. Lo! There were three grains of rice in gold. And the 

King went his way. The beggar looked at the three golden grains and 
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cried. " What a fool I have been, I should have placed by entire bowl of 

rice in the hands of the King."  

Gal 6:7-10 

Do not be deceived: 

God cannot be mocked. 

A man reaps what he sows. 

The one who sows to please his sinful nature, 

from that nature will reap destruction; 

the one who sows to please the Spirit, 

from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

Let us not become weary in doing good, 

for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

  

Prov 11:24-25 

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; 

another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 

A generous man will prosper; 

he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

3. WHY GIVING FIRST IS NECESSARY  

In the logic of sowing and reaping, we need to sow before we expect to 

reap. Even the vary fact that we live relies heavily on it. If we want to 
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live, we must breathe. If we want to remain alive we need to exhale 

before we could inhale again. If we insist only of inhaling, we will 

simply suffocate. If we insist on exhaling only we will still suffocate. 

Both are part of the process. If we exhale we will inhale fresh air which 

will invigorate us. We in turn provide for the cycle of distribution and 

balance of nature. Accumulation is motivated by selfishness and leads 

to death.  

 Consider a farmer. He needs to put his most perfect seeds in sowing , 

if he has to get the best harvest. Better the seed, better will be the 

harvest. In fact all farmers keep their choicest seeds at the time of 

harvest for sowing as seeds. Every farming community knows the 

meaning of eating the seed. It is the last resort. Because without the 

seed there will be shortage and famine in the future. The money and 

other resources in your hands are therefore the seeds of the future 

prosperity. Don’t just eat it in selfishness.  

 In knowledge all teachers know that teaching a subject is the best way 

to learn it. By giving what you have you multiplies it. This is also true in 

the spiritual realm. Your fellowship and spiritual encouragement 

strengthens your maturity in Christ.  

 What I am trying to establish is that this principle of sowing and 

reaping is a universal principle of growth and abundance. Not only in 

the areas of agriculture, knowledge and spiritual realm but also in the 

social and financial realm. Every money lender knows that you give 
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first to multiply your money. If you want to keep it in fixed deposits it 

hardly grows. No wonder Jews were the best money lenders in the 

world. They had been in this trick for over 3000 years. They knew the 

principle.  

4 THE SEED DECIDES THE CROP  

        

 Another important fact is that it is the seed what you sow decides what 

you receive back.  

 * The crop is decided by the seed you sow.  

Mat 7:17-18 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit.  

A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 

fruit.  

 This is because, God created the universe with the law that like 

produces like. This is the law of multiplication. This law is also found in 
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inanimate world. A single crystal will grow into larger crystal 

surrounding the seed crystal. Beautiful ice crystals form by chains.  

 Gen 1:12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed 

according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according 

to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  

This is God’s way of growth and production.  

1 Cor 15:37-38 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, 

but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives 

it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its 

own body.  

* the quality of the harvest is decided by the quality of the seed and 

also of the after care. A good seed produces good healthy crop. But if 

it is starved it cannot produce healthy fruit.  

 * The abundance is decided again not only on the quality of the seed 

and the aftercare (fertilizers etc.) but also on the soil in which it is 

sowed.  

 These thoughts can be directly transferred to our financial realm. In 

the temple sacrifices God insisted that the sacrifice must be 

blemishless and perfect (Lev1:3,10) If it is a baked offering - 

unleavened. Thus it was necessary that Jesus be blemishless and 
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unleavened so that the new creation man be perfect. Don’t we plant 

wheat seeds if we want wheat and paddy seeds if we want rice?  

Gen 47:23 Joseph said to the people, "Now that I have bought you and 

your land today for Pharaoh, here is seed for you so you can plant the 

ground.  

Gen 47:24 But when the crop comes in, give a fifth of it to Pharaoh. 

The other four-fifths you may keep as seed for the fields and as food 

for yourselves and your households and your children."  

Psa 126:6 

He who goes out weeping, 

carrying seed to sow, 

will return with songs of joy, 

carrying sheaves with him. 

  

Isa 30:23 

He will also send you rain for the seed you sow in the ground, 

and the food that comes from the land will be rich and plentiful. 

 

 

Isa 55:10-11  

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and 

flourish, 
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so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I 

sent it. 

Jesus himself puts this need in direct terms: 

 

John 12:24-24 

I tell you the truth, 

unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 

single seed. 

But if it dies, 

it produces many seeds. 

 The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates 

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  

But the spiritual world and the material world are tied up together. They 

are extensions of each other. You sow in the spiritual realm, you will 

reap in the material realm also.  

1 Cor 9:11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if 

we reap a material harvest from you?  

Hosea 10:12 Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of 

unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to 

seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness on you.  
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Hosea 10:13 But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, 

you have eaten the fruit of deception. Because you have depended on 

your own strength and on your many warriors,  

5. MANIFOLD RETURN  

 

The harvest is always the multiplication of the sown seed.  

Mat 13:23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil 

............ He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown." When Jesus was discussing the reluctance of the 

rich young ruler to leave his possessions he adds,  



THE PRINCIPLES OF  PROSPERITY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

M.M.NINAN 

 84 

Luke 18:29-30 "I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who 

has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of 

the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age 

and, in the age to come, eternal life."  

Notice that manifold return is in this age - now and here, and also in 

the years to come to eternal life. The process of multiplication has 

eternal effect, because it is an ongoing process. But it starts now. 

Kingdom of God is not then, it starts now and extends to eternity. You 

don’t need to wait for the next age to receive your blessings. The 

promise is for our needs here on earth.  

This is simply the essential teaching  

Luke 6:38  

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together and running over,  

will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you."  

Want to try?  

6. REVELATION OF THIS PRINCIPLE IN THE BIBLE.  

Bible is the unfolding of the mysteries of God through history. God has 

always been trying to reveal this principle of sowing reaping in its spirit 
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even in the Old Testament Period. We will indicate a few of this from 

the Bible.  

Abraham was promised that he shall be the father of a multitude of 

nations and through him all nations shall bless themselves. But in 

order to receive this blessing, Abraham was asked to sow his seed - 

his only son. And Abraham willingly offered it. And Abraham reaped 

manifold in this age. His children occupy over one third of human 

inhabiting world. He received many more children in the ages to come 

through Jesus. Jesus was Abraham’s son by lineage. And through 

Jesus Abraham practically won the world. If god was to give his only 

begotten son, Abraham had to give Isaac first in faith. Notice the 

prophetic words of Abraham at this occasion. Gen 22:14 " The LORD 

Will Provide." And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD 

it will be provided." Legend has it that Jesus was crucified on this 

same mountain where Isaac was offered.  

God in giving his son Jesus was employing the same principle. John 

3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son," 

Because he wanted many sons of glory, he planted his own seed, 

Jesus on this earth. Jesus was referring to this when he said John 

12:24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 

and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 

seeds.  



THE PRINCIPLES OF  PROSPERITY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

M.M.NINAN 

 86 

 The resurrection is such a miracle - a miracle of multiplication. This is 

multiplication or transformation of a material body into a more glorified 

body (refered to by Paul as the Spiritual Body) 1 Cor 15:36-37 How 

foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you 

sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a Cor 15:42-44 So 

will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 

perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 

in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a 

natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 

there is also a spiritual body.  

 John 6 tells us of the feeding of the five thousand ( this is also found in 

Mat 14 and Mk 6 and Lk 9) and Mark 8 describes the feeding of the 

four thousand ( also found in Mt 15). In both these cases Jesus did not 

create the food out of nothing. He could have done that as God. If we 

remember that Jesus never did anything that a man cannot do with the 

power of the Holy Spirit, he was doing this not as God. He was simply 

showing the principle of sowing and reaping. He simply took the fish 

and the bread which the little boy offered with gladness of heart and 

multiplied it.  

  An Old Testament example is found in 1 Kings 17 8-16 in the story of 

the widow of Zaraphath in Simon. She was not a Jew but a gentile 

widow. There was great famine in that land and Prophet Elijah was 

sent to this woman by God. He requests her , who had "only a handful 

of meal in a jar and a little oil in a cruse." For their last bread. she 



THE PRINCIPLES OF  PROSPERITY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

M.M.NINAN 

 87 

replied, "I don't have any bread--only a handful of flour in a jar and a 

little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a 

meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it--and die.". But she 

gave it him. Look what happened? 1 Ki 17:15-16 She went away and 

did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and 

for the woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and 

the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD 

spoken by Elijah.  

7. SEEDS TO THE SOWER  

 

2 Cor 9:10 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower 

and bread for food… 

Isa 55:10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 

not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and 

flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater....  
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 God first gives the sower the seed. What you do with the seed 

decides your entire future. In the Garden of Eden Adam was given this 

chance. Every person, every nation, kindred and kind are given this 

chance over and over again. No farmer will mill his seed and eat it. But 

that is what we often do. God’s promise to Noah was  

Gen 8:22 "As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold 

and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease."  

This was a covenant that will last till the end of the age. But we act as 

though what is given to us is all that is what we will ever have. So we 

refuse to plant the seed and destroy it. "I don’t have enough" you might 

say. Yes that is more reason why you should be sowing. What you 

have now is the seed. Remember, if you eat your seed, you will go 

hungry. It is a vicious circle. You can break it now by sowing it now.  

When you ask your heavenly father for money, he will sent you 

someone who need financial help. When you ask for love, he will send 

someone to you who need love. So be alert. Every demand on you is 

actually god’s chosen field where you may sow and prosper. Do not 

miss your soil.  

8. HOW AND WHERE TO SOW.  

 Bible has clear advise on how, where and when to sow. Let us look 

into these wonderful advises that we may be guided by them.  
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Eccl 11:1-6 

Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will find it 

again. 

  

Give portions to seven, yes to eight, 

for you do not know what disaster may come upon the land. 

If clouds are full of water, they pour rain upon the earth. Whether a tree 

falls to the south or to the north, in the place where it falls, there will it 

lie. 

  

Whoever watches the wind will not plant; 

whoever looks at the clouds will not reap. 

As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in 

a mother's womb, 
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so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things. 

  

Sow your seed in the morning, 

and at evening 

let not your hands be idle, 

for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, 

or whether both will do equally well. 

The preacher here advises:  

1. Sow continuously when God provides an occasion and there will be 

plenty - give. If you want to reap continuously, you need to sow 

continuously. If you sow once a year, the harvest will be also once a 

year. If you want it every month, sow every month also.  

2. Do not analyze the situation, whether the wind is proper or whether 

there is clouds or not. If you consider these you will always find an 

excuse. There will be always some reason not to love and not to help. 

Jesus advises:  

Give to him who begs of you 

and 

do not refuse him who would borrow from you. 

Lent expecting nothing in return..... 

Do not ask them again. 
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These may look foolish advise. But that is what Jesus taught. These 

are the principles of the Kingdom of God. Jesus created this world and 

he knows its laws better than the secular worldly wise.  

3. Do not give to just one person, one mission or one church. Make it a 

portion of seven or eight Sow left and right. The some of them will fall 

on good soil.  

There are indeed four types of soils.  

Mat 13:3-8 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A 

farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed,  

* some fell along the path,  

and the birds came and ate it up.  

** Some fell on rocky places,  

where it did not have much soil.  

It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  

But when the sun came up,  

the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  

*** Other seed fell among thorns,  

which grew up and choked the plants.  

**** Still other seed fell on good soil,  

where it produced a crop--  

a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  

This is inevitable in this world. So sow continuously without regard to 

soil.  
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However there are certain exceptions in two extreme cases.  

A) Mat 7:6 "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls 

to pigs.  

If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and 

tear you to pieces.  

This warning was given by Jesus soon after his exposition of the 

principle of sowing and reaping. No farmer will sow seeds on the rock. 

Certainly an amount of discretion is required. You cannot support a 

heretic cult under any circumstances - especially the one that directly 

rejects the Lordship of Jesus. You cannot give your support to a 

Satanic church evidently. That is not sowing. That is sowing the 

weeds.  

B) Never stand surety or guarantee.  

The whole book of Proverb is filled with this advise.  

Prov 11:15 He who puts up security for another will surely suffer, but 

whoever refuses to strike hands in pledge is safe.  

Prov 22:26 Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge or puts up 

security for debts; :27 if you lack the means to pay, your very bed will 

be snatched from under you.  
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Prov 6:1 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you 

have struck hands in pledge for another, :2 if you have been trapped 

by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth, 3 then do this, 

my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's 

hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor!  

9. ATTITUDES IN SOWING  

Though sowing and reaping are universal principles, it is contrary to 

the fallen nature of man. This principle is based on the eternal principle 

of Love on which the cosmos is created. But the corruption of love has 

led to fall which is rooted in self. Hence it is in contradiction to natural 

man’s logic pattern. God desires that we rejoice in him and in his 

sufficiency. If this confidence in his faithfulness is in us, the work of 

giving will be an expression of our faith in our father. It should then be 

performed in accordance to Paul’s stipulations:  

2 Cor 8:12 

For if the willingness is there, 

the gift is acceptable 

according to what one has, 

not according to what he does not have. 

Give willingly  

Give according to your means. Don’t borrow and give.  

The basic principle is that of love and that requires equality. This is 

Christian fellowship and encouragement and building up of the church. 
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Through your action the vicious circle of hatred is broken and life may 

be made tolerable in this sinful world.  

2 Cor 8:13-15  

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard 

pressed,  

but that there might be equality.  

The present time your plenty will supply what they need,  

so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need.  

Then there will be equality,  

as it is written:  

"He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered 

little did not have too little."  

2 Cor 9:7-8 

Each man should give 

what he has decided in his heart to give, 

not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work.  
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This can happen only if you have made up how much you want to give 

away ahead of time. Then you will have always enough to give when 

the demand arise. You will not feel hurt but will be glad. You will 

overflow with love and fellowship when you meet the need of another 

person. If it is going to bring back thirty, a sixty and a hundredfold 

won’t you run after your brother to sow it? But apparently there is a 

contradiction here. If you are doing it for a return the basic tenant of 

love is lost and your sowing is not going to be fruitful. The feeling of joy 

and love should motivate us to give liberally.  

  This is not exactly the life in the Kingdom of Heaven, but that is the 

attitude of the citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
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CHAPTER  FIVE 

DYNAMICS OF RECEIVING 

1.  EXPECT TO RECEIVE  

2 Pe 1:3-11 tells us of God’s plan for us through Jesus that we may be 

“richly provided for an entrance into the eternal kingdom of Our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  

This includes:  

“3   According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath 

called us to glory and virtue:  

4   Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: 

that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  

The promises of God are there as a means of escaping from the 

corruption of this world.  But in order to receive it we need to know.  
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Know how god acts.  That is found only in the Word of God.  

Isa 5:13  Therefore my people will go into exile for lack of 

understanding; their men of rank will die of hunger and their masses 

will be parched with thirst.  

Hosea 4:6  my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. 

"Because you have rejected knowledge,  ...  

So it is important to know that we can receive these promises by 

asking.  

Prov 16:1 

 To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the 

reply of the tongue. 

Desiring to receive must be there.  But that does not bring it to pass 

because Lord answers to the tongue i.e. only to the expressed 

desires.  In other words you won’t receive unless you ask.  We have 

discussed why God wants us to ask earlier.  It is not because he is a 

reluctant giver, it is not because he is not a loving father, but because 

he expects his children to grow up into responsibility.  He wants 

mature children.  A baby does not ask.  Only the children and the 

adults ask.  To the babies everything is given without asking, but what 

is necessary for growing up.  But for the grown up he expect us to 

ask.  You should know what you are at.  But you would not receive 

what you are unable to handle.  O! Our Dad knows what you and I can 
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handle he will give only what you can and he will not if he thinks you 

cannot handle.  

In Deuteronomy 26:12-15 we have seen that God demands that man 

ask his blessings when it is due, based on the promises of God.  This 

is true of all blessings.  

So James retorts:(James 4:2-3)  

“You do not have, because you do not ask God.” 

No farmer sits quiet after sowing his precious seeds.  He expects to 

reap and waits for the harvest.  It is his right.  

2.  THERE IS A SEASON  

But you don’t get the fruit the next day of 

sowing.  There is a season to sow and a 

season to reap.  No farmer will expect 

wheat harvest the next day or even the 

next week.  No farmer will get  impatient 

over the delay because he knows that in 

due season the fruit will appear.  

Gal 6:9 

Let us not become weary in doing good, 

for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest 

if we do not give up. 
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If you  lose heart and impatiently pull out the peanuts which you have 

planted a month ago, you will only discover that even the seed you 

have planted  has disappeared and you only have destroyed the plant.  

If on the other hand  if we wait patiently continually nursing the plant 

and adding the necessary water and fertilizer it will eventually yield 

fruit.  

Mark 4:26  He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A 

man scatters seed on the ground.  

Mark 4:27  Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed 

sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  

Mark 4:28  All by itself the soil produces grain--first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full kernel in the head.  

Mark 4:29  As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come."  

If you look at the soil where you sowed your seed you will not see any 

peanut or tomato or mango or peaches or oranges.  It is God who 

gives each seed a body and the increase.  The rewarder is God, not 

the receiver of your donation or love or compassion.  

Eccl 11:5  As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is 

formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of 

God, the Maker of all things.  

Therefore  

Eccl 11:6  Sow your seed in the morning,..... 
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How, where and when he provide the rewards is God’s  business.  

Your act provides a chain reaction which ultimately ripens into the fruit. 

God promises to provide abundance for our every need  

Phil 4:19  And my God will meet all your needs according to his 

glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

Notice that the supply is not according to our need, but according to 

His riches in glory.  What is God’s riches in glory?  John only had a 

glimpse of the New Jerusalem and his description is mind boggling. So 

there is no need to worry.  Our father in heaven  has infinite resources 

and he is going to provide us according to that.  Its reception is limited 

only by  

-- my ability to conceive my need  

-- my ability and daring to ask  

-- and my ability to receive.  

3.  ASK ANYTHING  

Jesus said, 

John 14:13 

And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 

glory to the Father. 

John 14:14 

You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

What a promise.  

Notice the unlimited credit facility offered by the son.  
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John 16:23-24  In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell 

you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  

Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you 

will receive, and your joy will be complete.  

Again unlimited, this time offered by the father for he loves us.  

The reason for giving is also clearly stated:  

-- father may be glorified  

-- your joy may be full.  

These two are complementary.  The joy of the children bring glory to 

the Father.  

Mat 6:7-9  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, 

for they think they will be heard because of their many Do not be like 

them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  "This, 

then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven,  

The Lord’s prayer incidentally also points to one of the major 

hindrances in praying.  Unforgiveness which is lack of love stops the 

flow of blessings.  

Mark 11:24 

 Therefore I tell you, 

 whatever you ask for in prayer, 

believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours. 
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Mark 11:25 

And when you stand praying, 

if you hold anything against anyone, 

 forgive him, 

so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 

Forgiveness in this passage is the prescription for receiving what you 

ask for.  

First we should believe that we will receive it if we ask for something.  

Mat 21:22 

If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." 

 

James 1:6 -8 

 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who 

doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 

That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 

 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 

No doubt most people believe that God can give what God wants to.  

But do not believe that god will give if we ask him.  It is simply that they 

have no intimate relation with God to dare ask things from God.  When 

they ask, they are not sure whether God will give it to them.  It is of 

these people James qualifies as a double minded person.  They are 

unstable in their faith, unstable in their thinking about what they really 

want.  God cannot answer such prayers.  
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If we really believe that we have received what we have asked for the 

following deductions are true.  

1.  We should not repeat the same request day after day.  He has 

given it to you at the first request.  However Jesus demanded that we 

keep praying constantly.  

This however is an unsolved problem.  Jesus indicated that we should 

continue to ask till received.  There is a point here.  If God wants you 

to ask, he wants to instill your dependence on Him by seeing that you 

continuously ask.  This is a father’s desire and his joy.  So we have 

these parables:  

Luke 18:1-7  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that 

they should always pray and not give up.  He said: "In a certain town 

there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.  And 

there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 

'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  For some time he refused. 

But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care 

about men,  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 

she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her 

coming!'"   

And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.   And will not 

God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day 

and night? Will he keep putting them off?  

The last verse indicates that God will bring it to pass soon and not  

later.  However persistence in prayer is envisaged clearly.  
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1 John 5:14 -15 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 

anything according to his will, he hears us.   And if we know that he 

hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of 

him. 

Here we have the condition that  what we ask should be according to 

his will.    This will is found in the Bible. This is where our ability and 

maturity comes in.  It is his will that you be perfect in all things.  For 

this He will abundantly provide.  He will therefore not give whatever is 

detrimental to our growth and maturity.  The emphasis is that  “It is 

God’s will that you prosper in all things and in good health”  

The question we should be asking is  

*  Is it prospering to me as a person - in my body, in my mind and in 

my spirit?  

**  Is it healthy?  

There are strong opinions in the Christian world which considers 

asking anything is wrong.  Won’t God give if it is necessary without 

asking.  May be he will if you are an invalid incapable of responding.  

God knows that every man needs salvation.  Otherwise they are 

condemning themselves.  Hence won’t a kind and loving god give 

redemption to all poor sinful, spiritually dead men?  That is not what 

the Bible teaches. God respects man to the extent that he will not force 

anything on man.  

There are people who prays for blessings with the qualifying words, “If 
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it is thy will.”  Here again there are no Biblical basis for such a phrase.  

The teachings of Jesus were specific and direct:  Ask, Ask anything.  

We do not receive because we do not persevere.  You will notice that 

these are mostly people who do not really believe that prayer directly 

result in answers.  These are people who do not believe in miracles - 

at least who do not believe that God still work miracles.  To them these 

are all apostolic era facts and not valid now.  No wonder they do not 

receive.  

2.  Your faith should show forth in your actions that follow your 

request.  This is expressed in thanksgiving.  Thank God for the gift.  

3.  It should go into your outward expression as well.  Since you have 

already received it when you have asked at least you should do what 

is lawful - tithe for it.  This is an intense expression of faith.  

4.  PRAYER OF AGREEMENT  

Be specific in your requests.  

God cannot answer a blanket request.  If you are not sure of what you 

really want, how can God give it to you.   Further  our God is a jealous 

God, who will not give his glory to anyone else.  If you can ascribe it to 

chance  God does not get his glory.  

Mat 18:19  

 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you 

ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  
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When you decide to ask anything that  your heart desire, get someone 

- another believer to agree with you.  Here is the importance of family.  

If you are married you have a definite advantage here.  Nevertheless 

there should be perfect agreement in the matter between the two.  Let 

there be no division among you.  Be of one mind.  If two of you pray for 

the same  thing with different specifications, what can the supplier do 

but to wait for a definite double signed order?  

So Peter urges us as follows:  

1 Pet 3:7  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with 

your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as 

heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your 

prayers.  

Put down your requests in black and white and let the whole family or 

believing brother or sister sign them.  God will keep his part of the 

promise if he is still alive.  “You will receive” (Mat 21:22)  

Even if the reply is belated it will be coming.  
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Heb 6:12 

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through 

faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

If you have learned to give, learn also to  receive.  To give may boost 

your ego, but to receive is humiliating.  Hence many have not learned 

to receive gracefully.  Kingdom of  God is giving and    receiving that 

our life may be made perfect.  It is a loving giving, mutually edifying 

mutually supporting  system.  

5.  BUILD ON THE ROCK  

At the end of his discourse on the principles of Kingdom living Jesus 

told a parable.  

Mat 7:24  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 

puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock.  

Mat 7:25  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 

foundation on the rock.  

Building a house on the rock is a slow process (especially in the times 

of Jesus, when there were no explosives or vibrators)  But that is how 

you build on a rock foundation.  That is how faith comes.  You cannot 

become a 4000 acre farmer overnight.  You start off on a small patch 

first.  As you grow in confidence you enlarge your field.  But you need 

to start sowing.  If you can trust God with only one dollar , do start 

there.  And when the blessings flow in you will be surprised.  
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Let us be doers of the word and not hearers only.  

I have heard good Christians - good church going Christians with 

sound theological background say that the Sermon on the Mount is 

impractical - at least in the modern age.  It may be contrary to the 

natural mind.  It is may be contrary to the human logic.  But this is the 

only natural law for the Kingdom of God.  It is given to a sinful world for 

the Christians to live by.  Its basis is the basis of the principles of the 

Kingdom to come.  

Luke 12:32  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 
been pleased to give you the kingdom.  
 

Eph 3:20-21 

Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, 
to him be glory 
in the church 

and 
in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! 

 Amen. 


