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M. M. Ninan
FOREWORD
This is the fourth in the series on the subject of what happens after death in the essentially
based on the Christian Biblical teachings. The earlier three are (1) Created in the image of God;
(2) Sin, Death and Beyond; (3) Waiting for the Redemption of Our Bodies. Thus this book deals
with the importance and relevance of the incarnation of Jesus as a man and the resurrection of
Jesus as the first fruit of the mankind in the process of redemption bringing back the possibility
of every human being to return home as partakers in the creation process with God.
For the fallen mankind, driven out of the Garden of Eden and from the infinities of the Divine
Realms to the finite realms of creation space and consequent death the only way back to the
family of God as Sons of God is through Jesus Christ. No one goes to the Father except
through Jesus Christ.
The process of theosis is represented by the marriage of the Church - the redeemed of the Lord
- whereby the Church become part of the body of Christ and gets access to the infinite life giving
Spirit of God breaking the hold of death. This happens through the resurrection of the believers
and transforming their bodies which are limited within the created realm to the infinite
dimensions. Those who have entered the heavenlies through the body of Christ goes directly to
become part of Christ. This is the first resurrection. The second resurrection is with the earthly
body consists of the just and the unjust, the sheep and the goat which are separated. unjust are
given the possibility of redemption and the other goes into fire for possible ages after ages.
There is an Order of Resurrection and each in its own order
1 Corinthians 15: 21- 26 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His
coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when
He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death.
Jude 1:22-23 And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of
the fire.
M.M.Ninan
San Jose, CA
2014
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
ESCHATOLOGICAL EVENTS
SINCE THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
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From the resurrection of Jesus till the recreation of the whole creation, we have a schedule of
events listed as future events. Paul presents these events as a plan for the future. He has even
compared these to the plan of building a house.
To try to interpret these in terms of a series of predestined events with respect to time and even
as sequence may be taking the whole plan out of context without regard to the reality of
interaction with free willed beings and as a growth of a family within the household of God.
Here are the seven periods and events.
A) The Cross, Death, Burial, Resurrection of Jesus and Pentecost
First Fruits: Jesus the First Fruit of all Mankind resurrected
Many saints resurrected along with Jesus
B) The church age
C) The rapture of the church
The Harvest: Resurrection of Church Age believers who were dead and those who
were alive joined with transformed bodies.
D) Tribulation (on earth), Bema and at the end of the period the Wedding Feast of the Lamb (in
heaven)
The Gleanings: Tribulation saints taken up during the tribulation period.
E) The Second Coming of Jesus Christ, along with His bride (the church)
F)

Jesus Christ reigns on earth from Jerusalem for 1,000 years

G) Great White Throne Judgment
Second Resurrection: All remaining dead raised to stand before the judgment seat.
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THE FIVE JUDGMENTS

The expression "general judgment," of such frequent occurrence in religious literature, is not
found in the Scriptures, and, what is of more importance, the idea intended to be conveyed by
that expression is not found in the Scriptures.

Dr. Pentecost well says: "It is a mischievous habit that has led the Christian world to speak of
the judgment as being one great event taking place at the end of the world, when all human
beings, saints, sinners, Jews and Gentiles, the living and the dead, shall stand up before the
great white throne and there be judged. Nothing can be more wide of the teaching of the
Scriptures."

The Scriptures speak of five judgments, and they differ in four general respects: as to who are
the subjects of judgment; as to the place of judgment; as to the time of judgment; as to the result
of the judgment.

THE JUDGMENT AS TO BELIEVERS
Their sins have been judged.
Time: A. D. 30.
Place: the cross.
Result: death for Christ: justification for the believer.
'And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the
Hebrew, Golgotha: Where they crucified him" (John 19:17-18). "Who his own self, bare our sins
in his own body on the tree" I Pet. 2:24).
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"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God"
(I Pet. 3: 18).
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. 3:13).
"For he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21).
"But now once in the end of the world hath he appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself' (Heb. 9:26).
"When he had by himself purged our sins" (Heb. 1:3)
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit." (Rom. 8:1).

THE JUDGMENT OF SIN IN THE BELIEVER
Time: any time.
Place: anywhere.
Result: chastisement by the Lord, if we judge not ourselves.
"For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world" (I Cor. 11:31-32).
"If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not?" (Heb. 12:7). (See also I Pet. 4:17; 1 Cor. 5:5; 2 Sam. 7:14-15; 2 Sam. 12:1314; 1 Tim. 1:20.)

THE CONDUCT, OR WORKS OF BELIEVERS ARE TO BE JUDGED
Time: when Christ comes.
Place: "in the air."
Result to the believer: "reward" or "loss." "But he himself shall be saved."
It is a solemn thought that though Christ bore our sins in Hi own body on the tree and God has
entered into covenant with us to "remember them no more" (Heb. 10: 17), every work must corn
into judgment. The life, the works of the believer must be reviewed by the Lord.
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"Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." (2 Cor. 5:9-10).

"But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set a naught thy brother? for we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ" (Rom. 14: 10).

It will be observed that both of these passages are limited by the context to believers. In the first,
the apostle speaks of us as in one of two states: either we are at home in the body and absent
from the Lord, or absent from the body and present with the Lord-language, which could not he
used of unbelievers. "Where fore we make it our aim" to be well pleasing unto the Lord, 'for we
must all be made manifest" (2 Cor. 5:8-9).

In the other passage the words "we" and "brother" again limit it to believers. The Holy Spirit
never commingles the saved and the unsaved. Then, lest it should seem incredible that a bloodcleansed saint could come into any judgment whatever, he quotes from Isaiah to prove that
"every knee shall bow," and adds, "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to
God."

The following passage gives the basis of the judgment of works:

"For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble: every man's work
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire" (I Cor. 3:11-15).

The following passages fix the time of this judgment:
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"For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels: and then he shall
reward every man according to his works" (Matt. 16:27).
"And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at
the resurrection of the just" (Luke 14:14). (See I Cor. 15:22-23.)
"Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall
every man have praise of God" (I Cor. 4:5).

But how comforting it is, in view of that inevitable scrutiny of our poor works, to learn that in His
patient love He is so leading us and working in us now that He can then find something in it all
for which to praise us.
"Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be" (Rev. 22:12).
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day" (2 Tim. 4:9).
For the place of this judgment, see I Thessalonians 4:17 and Matthew 25:24-30.

THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS
Time: the glorious appearing of Christ (Matt. 25:31-32; Matt. 13:40-41).
Place: the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:1-2,12-14).
Result: some saved, some lost (Matt. 25:46).
Basis: The treatment of those whom Christ there calls, "my brethren" (Matt. 25:40-45; Joel
3:3,6- 7). These "brethren" we believe are the Jewish remnant who shall turn to Jesus as their
Messiah during "the great tribulation" which follows the taking away of the church and is
terminated by the glorious appearing of our Lord (Matt. 24:21-22; Rev. 7:14; 2 Thess. 2:3-9).
The proof is too extensive to be put forth here. It is evident, however, that these "brethren"
cannot be believers of this dispensation, for it would be impossible to find any considerable
number of Christians who are so ignorant that they do not know that offices of kindness to
believers are really ministries to Jesus Himself.
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As this judgment of the living nations is sometimes confounded with that of the great white
throne in Revelation 20:11, it may be well to note the following contrasts between the two
scenes.

The living nations will be characterized by the following: no resurrection; living nations judged;
on the earth; no books; three classes-sheep, goats, "brethren"; time, when Christ appears. The
great white throne will be characterized by the following: a resurrection; "the dead" judged;
heavens and earth fled away; "books were opened"; one class: "the dead"; after He has reigned
one thousand years.

The saints will be associated with Christ in this judgment and hence cannot be the subjects of it.
(See I Cor. 6:2; Dan. 7:22; Jude verses 14-15.)

In truth, the judgment of the great white throne and the judgment of the living nations have but
one thing in common: the Judge.

THE JUDGMENT OF THE WICKED DEAD
Time: a determined day, after the millennium (Acts 17:31; Rev.20: 5,7).
Place: before the great white throne (Rev. 20: 11)
Result: Rev. 20:15.
Some may be troubled by the word "day" in such passages as Acts 17:31 and in Romans 2:16.
See the following passages, where "day" means a lengthened period: 2 Pet. 3:8; 2 Cor. 6:2;
John 8:56. The "hour" of John 5:25 has now lasted more than eighteen hundred years.

The Scriptures speak, also, of a judgment of angels (I Cor. 6:3; Jude verse 6; 2 Pet. 2:4). Luke
22:30 probably refers to judges as under the theocracy - an administrative office, rather than
judicial. (See Isaiah 1:26.)
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This arrangement of the judgment has its beauty in that the believers are also judged only that it
is done before their death at the cross. They judged themselves. For every Christian this
judgment is already past. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life” (John 5:24).

Apostle Paul confirms: “There is therefore now no

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Thus on the basis of the
Scripture the child of God under grace shall not come into judgment (John 3:18; 5:24; 6:37;Rom.
5:1; 8:1; 1 Cor. 11:32); on the ground that the penalty for all sin past, present, and future (Col.
2:13) has been borne by Christ on the cross as the perfect Substitute, the believer is not only
placed beyond condemnation, but being in Christ is accepted in the perfection of Christ (1 Cor.
1:30;Eph. 1:6;Col. 2:10;Heb. 10:14) and loved of God as Christ is loved (John 17:23). This is
why there is no judgment for punishments or condemnation for the believers.
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http://www.ariel.org/dlc/dlc-wg-45.htm
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2. JUDGMENT OF THE BELIEVERS
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JUDGMENT 3: JUDGMENT OF THE JEWS

JUDGMENT 4: JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS
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JUDGMENT 5: JUDGMENT OF THE WICKED: THE GREAT WHITE THRONE.
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CHAPTER TWO

JUDGMENT OF THE BELIEVER’S
BELIEVER’S SIN ON
ON THE CROSS

Sins of the believers were judged at the cross.
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In the life of the believer his sins have been judged at the foot of the cross and Jesus himself
have taken up the punishments of the believers upon himself.

Isaiah 53:4-6 “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon
Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us
has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.”
2 Corinthians 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.”
1 Peter 2:24 “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”
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Romans 3:24-26 “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins
previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that
He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”
Rom. 4:25, "He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because
of our justification."
Romans 5:8-11 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled
to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved
through his life! Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

Sin requires a penalty, the penalty of death as God’s holy judgment on sin. Jesus himself
became part of the mankind. As a result he was able to take up the punishment that satisfies
the demands on holiness of God and punishment of sin to satisfy the law of sin and death
ordained in the creation.

Thus the cross is an ongoing individual judgment.
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The judgment of the Believer is threefold.
1. As a “Sinner.”
2. As a “Son.”
3. As a “Servant.”

When we are born again, we are jus born. As sons and daughters of God we take the rest of
our lifetime to grow as sons and daughters of God with a new nature. As we submit each room
of our souls to the Holy Spirit within us Christ fills those rooms and we are changed slowly into
his likeness. This change will continue until the “Old” nature is eradicated.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” 1 Jo 1:9.

Our judgment as “Sons” is for “unconfessed sins.” The punishment is chastisement. This
explains much of the chastisement of Christians, and should show them that they are “Sons”
and not “Bastards.”

Heb 12:5-12 “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline and do not lose heart when he
rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he
accepts as his son. Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what
children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes
discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have
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all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should
we submit to the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought
best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, strengthen your
feeble arms and weak knees.”
1Cr 11:31-32. “If we would ‘judge ourselves’ we should not be judged. But when we are judged
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned (Judged)\with the world.”
Our duty then as “Sons” is to “self-judge” ourselves daily, “confess our sins,” and so averts the
chastisement of our Heavenly Father.

Even when we are not made perfect even at the end of life, there is no judgment based on sin
for any believer. This is because all our sins, past, present and future is covered at the cross as
we are in Christ.

John 5:24 "Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”
John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die.””

"A saint will never again come into judgment on account of his natural or inherited iniquity, for he
is already dead judicially with Christ, and is no longer known or dealt with on the footing of his
natural responsibility. As a man he has been weighed and found wanting. He was born under
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condemnation, to a natural heritage of wrath, and nothing good has been discovered in his
flesh; but the blood of his Redeemer has obliterated his guilt, and he is freely and justly
pardoned for his savior's sake. Because Christ is risen from the dead, he is no longer in his sins.
He is justified by faith, and is presented in the name and on the merits of the Just One before
God: and of this new and ever blessed title to acceptance the Holy Spirit is the living seal and
witness. Into judgment, therefore, on his own account he cannot come..." Arthur Pridham,
Notes and Reflections on the Second Epistle to the Corinthians.

When the believer die, they go to their resting place of Paradise and await there for the
redemption of their bodies to be living beings again.
John 11: 25-26 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will
live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.
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CHAPTER THREE

FIRST RESURRECTION
This happens within history when Jesus comes for his bride the church.
1 Thessalonians 4: 15-17 for this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we, who are alive
and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always
be with the Lord.O

When will this happen?
Acts 1:7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his
own authority.
Mark 13: 32"But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father alone. 33"Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed
time will comeO
Matthew 24:36 "But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father.
Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
Take a look at this timeline below. It provides a general sense of when/how the rapture will
occur. Scholars differ in the timing. Three alternatives are often given. In the pre-tribulation
scheme taking up of the church occurs before the start of the tribulation period.
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In the mid tribulation perspective the rapture take place at the middle of the tribulation period
.http://www.tombostudios.com/blogs/blog201304.html

In the Post tribulation perspective rapture takes place at the end of the tribulation period
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In all cases the events seems to represent the marriage of the lamb with the Church in the
tradition of the Judaism – indicating the absorption and union of the redeemed mankind into the
family of God which is expressed sometimes as the “appearance of the Sons of God” which
preludes the total redemption of the entire cosmos. But we will not deal fully with eschatological
scheme which itself is a large subject area.

It is here the believers are given a new body which are undecaying. In my earlier study in terms
of the four dimensions of the Jewish tradition I have tried to show that this is simply the new
connection between the spirit of man with the dimensions of the divine realm with direct
communication with the infinites of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This will make the human
21
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dimensions infinite and limitless. The secon law of thermodynamics is specifies that the entropy
increase is because of the finiteness of the lower realms (material, Soul, Spirits). Once the
entry into the divine realm is given to the those who believe in Christ and put on Christ and live
within his body, death has no power over him.
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Adam after the expulsion from the Divine Realm

1 Corinthians 15: 51 - 57 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put
on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have
put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the
saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR
VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15: 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in
his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 24then
comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has
abolished all rule and all authority and power 25For He must reign until He has put all His
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enemies under His feet. 26The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 27For HE HAS PUT
ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in
subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him 28When all
things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who
subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.

FIRST RESURRECTION
1 Corinthians 15: 35But some man will say,
How are the dead raised up?
and with what body do they come?

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened (made alive), except it die:
37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may
chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him,
and to every seed his own body.

39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of
beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. 40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies
terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 41
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for
one star differeth from another star in glory.

42 -44 So also is the resurrection of the dead.
It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:
it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory:
it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:
it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
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45 And so it is written,
The first man Adam was made a living soul;
the last Adam was made a quickening (life-giving) spirit.

46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that
which is spiritual.

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.
48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy:
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.
49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
The 50th verse simply shows that flesh and blood which are under the law of entropy because
of the seperation from the divine dimension cannot enter the resurrection with transformed body.

1 Corinthian 15:12-17
Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is
no resurrection of the dead?
But if there be no resurrection of the dead,
then is Christ not risen:
And if Christ be not risen,
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised
up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:
And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins.
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Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished....
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

Christ the First Fruit
1 Corinthian 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them
that slept.
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.

Jesus was not the first person ever to rise from the dead (cf. 2 Kings 13:21; Luke 7:14-15;
Matthew 10:8; 11:5 ; 1 Kings 17:22; John 11:43-44)
“Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over
Him” (Romans 6:9).
All others who previously were raised at one time, died again, and are among those who “sleep”
and continue to wait for the bodily resurrection; only Jesus has truly conquered death. In this
sense, Christ is “the firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5; cf. Acts 26:23).

If Christ was only the first fruit we should expect a series of harvest from the field afterwards.
The harvest after the resurrection of Jesus who are taken into the heavenlies is usually referred
to as the First Resurrection. These are separated in time. There is also the resurrection of
condemnation (the second resurrection).
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The First fruits

Matthew 27:51-53
51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened.
And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the
tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

Matthew 27:51-53 - Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom;
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

During the three days of his absence in earth during the period of Jesus' death and resurrection,
Jesus led the band of captives from Hades to Heaven:
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Ephesians 4:8-10 - Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men." (Now this, "He ascended" - what does it mean but that He also first
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One who ascended
far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)

Christ’s death opened the tombs of the saints. His resurrection raised them to the flow of life
eternal again, and thus He became be the first-born from the dead and all the saints of the past
became part of the first fruits of the earth.

It appears that these resurrected saints received their glorified body right after Christ did. Christ
took these saints with Him to Heaven, before He returned to Earth and appeared to His disciples
again a week later, staying for forty more days until His public ascension. By the resurrection,
the body of Jesus transformed his decaying body which he has worn into undecaying body.
How does this help? The law of decay and death is valid only in an isolated system. By
connecting the human spirit with the infinite Spirit of God the life giving infinteness of life is given
to man. Thus the resurrection in itself mean only that the body is given to the resurrected to
complete their human nature, while the better resurrection was the rejoining man into the
dimensions of God along with the material dimension of body. Jesus had such a body so that
he could go beyond the three dimensional space and enter into the closed doors. This is
possible only if one is able to go out of the 3-D and re-enter it from another point.
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Jesus was the first human to rise from the dead—never to die again. He entered into the
heavenlies so that his bride could join him there. He became omnipresent just because of that in
the human material space and time.
For whom he did foreknow(all his sons on earth), he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren (Romans 8:29).

John F. Walvoord, Every Prophecy of the Bible (Colorado Springs, CO: Chariot Victor
Publishing, 1990, 1999)
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/03200501.htm#793
04E
Here is the second stage of the First Resurrection.
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THE HARVEST
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.

All those who have received Jesus are sealed with the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of the
redemption of bodies.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 - Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is
God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
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Ephesians 1:13-14 - In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the
praise of His glory.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 - For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those
who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.
•

And the dead in Christ will rise first.

•

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 - Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed-in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

Philippians 3:20-21 - For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue
all things to Himself.

2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 - ...so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, which is
manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with
tribulation those who trouble you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
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who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired
among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.
Here is the third stage of the First Resurrection:

THE GLEANINGS

Then we see the resurrection of the saints of the period of tribulation as and when they
are martyred or dead

These references [Luke 14:1-14; Php. 3:10-14; John 5:28-29; Rev. 20:6+] show that there is a
part of the resurrection program that is called “the resurrection of the just,” the “resurrection from
the dead,” “a better resurrection,” “the resurrection of life,” and “the first resurrection.” These
phrases suggest a separation; a resurrection of a portion of those who are dead, which
resurrection leaves some dead unchanged while these resurrected undergo a complete
transformation.( J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1958), 396.)

(Rev 11:3-12) And I will give unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two
hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two
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candlesticks, standing before the Lord of the earth. And if any man desireth to hurt them, fire
proceedeth out of their mouth and devoureth their enemies; and if any man shall desire to hurt
them, in this manner must he be killed. These have the power to shut the heaven, that it rain not
during the days of their prophecy: and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood,
and to smite the earth with every plague, as often as they shall desire. And when they shall
have finished their testimony, the beast that cometh up out of the abyss shall make war with
them, and overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies lie in the street of the great city,
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. And from
among the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations do men look upon their dead bodies
three days and a half, and suffer not their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. And they that dwell
on the earth rejoice over them, and make merry; and they shall send gifts one to another;
because these two prophets tormented them that dwell on the earth. And after the three days
and a half the breath of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and
great fear fell upon them that beheld them. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying
unto them, Come up hither. And they went up into heaven in the cloud; and their enemies
beheld them.
Tribulation Saints
After all believers in Christ are raptured away to heaven, the people who come to faith in Christ
will become what is commonly called tribulation saints. The Bible predicts that a huge number of
people will be saved during the tribulation hour. Rev 7:9 describes the number as a "great
multitude, which no man could number."
(Rev 20:4). "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them:
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years"
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SUMMARY
THE FIRST RESURRECTION
THE FIRST FRUITS AND THE HARVEST AND THE GLEANINGS
Timing

Who

Description

Scriptures
Mat. 28:1-7; Mark
16:1-11; Luke 24:112; John 20:1-18;
1Cor. 15:20

Mat. 27:50-53

THE
FIRST
FRUIT

The Third
Day

Jesus Christ

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the “firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.”

THE
FIRST
FRUITS

Shortly after
Christ’s
Resurrection.

A Few OT
Saints

At the earthquake attending the crucifixion,
graves were opened. Shortly after the
resurrection of Christ, these saints were
raised.

HARVEST

Before the
Tribulation.

Church

Middle of the
Tribulation.

Two Witnesses

After Jacob’s
Trouble
Beginning of
Millennial
Kingdom.

John 14:3; 1Th.
The resurrection of Church-age believers at
4:13-18; 1Cor.
the Rapture.
15:50-53
God’s two witnesses will be raised after
being killed by The Beast.

Rev. 11:11-12

OT Saints

Old Testament saints will be resurrected to
enter the Millennial Kingdom.

Dan. 12:1-2; Isa.
26:19; Eze. 37:1314

Tribulation
Martyrs

The Tribulation martyrs will be resurrected
so that they can rule and reign with Christ.

Rev. 20:4-6

GLEANINGS
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
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Romans 14:10,
"But why dost thou judge thy brother?
or
why dost thou set at nought thy brother?
For we shall stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ".

The Meaning of the
Judgment (Bema)( βηµα) Seat
βῆµα
Transliteration

bēma

Pronunciation

bā'-mä (Key)

Part of Speech

neuter noun

Root Word (Etymology)

From the base of βάσις (G939)

Dictionary Aids
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Vine's Expository Dictionary:
Judgment-Seat:
primarily, "a step, a pace" (akin to baino, "to go"), as in Act 7:5, translated "to set (his foot) on,"
lit., "foot-room," was used to denote a raised place or platform, reached by steps, originally that
at Athens in the Pnyx Hill, where was the place of assembly; from the platform orations were
made. The word became used for a tribune, two of which were provided in the law courts of
Greece, one for the accuser and one for the defendant; it was applied to the tribunal of a Roman
magistrate or ruler, Mat 27:19; John 19:13; Act 12:21, translated "throne;" 18:12, 16, 17; 25:6,
10, 17.

In two passages the word is used of the Divine tribunal before which all believers are hereafter
to stand. In Rom 14:10 it is called "The judgment seat of God," RV (AV, "of Christ"), according to
the most authentic mss. The same tribunal is called "the judgment seat of Christ," 2Cr 5:10, to
whom the Father has given all judgment, John 5:22, 27. At this bema believers are to be made
manifest, that each may "receive the things done in (or through) the body," according to what he
has done, "whether it be good or bad." There they will receive rewards for their faithfulness to
the Lord. For all that has been contrary in their lives to His will they will suffer loss, 1Cr 3:15.
This judgment seat is to be distinguished from the premillennial, earthly throne of Christ, Mat
25:31, and the postmillennial "Great White Throne," Rev 20:11, at which only "the dead" will
appear. The judgment-seat of Christ will be a tribunal held "in His Parousia," i.e., His presence
with His saints after His return to receive them to Himself.

Outline of Biblical Usage
1. a step, pace, the space which a foot covers, a foot-breath
2. a raised place mounted by steps
1. a platform, tribune
1. of the official seat of a judge
2. of the judgment seat of Christ
3. Herod built a structure resembling a throne at Caesarea, from which he
viewed the games and made speeches to the people
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KJV Translation Count — Total: 12x
The KJV translates Strongs G968 in the following manner:
judgment seat (10x), throne (1x), to set (one's) foot on (with G4128) (1x).

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
, [fr.Hom.(h.Merc.), Pind. down];
the space which the foot covers, a foot-breadth, Acts vii.5 (for

1. a step, pace:

Deut. ii. 5, cf. Xen. an. 4, 7, 10; Cyr. 7, 5, 6).
2. a raised place mounted by steps; a platform, tribune: used of the official seat of a judge, Mt.
xxvii. 19; Jn xix. 13; Acts xviii. 12, 16 sq.; xxv. 6, 10, [17]; of the judgment-seat of Christ, Ro.
xiv. 10 (LTTrWH

); 2 Co. v. 10; of the structure, resembling a throne, which Herod built

in the theatre at Caesrea, and from which he used to view the games and make speeches to the
people, Acts xii. 21; (of an orator's pulpit, 2 Macc. xii.26; Neh.vii.4. Xen.mem. 3,6,1; Hdian
2,10,2 [2 ed. Bekk.])"
Word Study on The Bema Seat βῆµα
1) a step, pace, the space which a foot covers, a foot-breath
2) a raised place mounted by steps
a) a platform, tribune
1) of the official seat of a judge
2) of the judgment seat of Christ
3) Herod built a structure resembling a throne at Caesarea, from which he viewed the games
and made speeches to the people"
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THE BEMA IS AN ELEVATED PLATFORM.

In ancient Athens, it was used an orator's podium.
In synagogues, it is also known as a bima or bimah and is for Torah reading during services.
In Orthodox churches, a bema is the raised area around the altar, or the sanctuary.
In antiquity it was made of stone, but in modern times it is usually a rectangular wooden platform
approached by steps.

Interior of the Amsterdam Synagogue:
the bema (or tebáh) is in the foreground,
and
the Hekhál (Ark) in the background.
In synagogues it is also known as the almemar or almemor among some Ashkenazim (from the
Arabic, al-minbar, meaning ‘platform’).
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“almemar (ælˈmiːmɑː)
n (Judaism) Judaism (in Ashkenazic usage) the raised platform in a synagogue on which the
reading desk stands. Also called: bema, bimah or bima”
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/almemar)

The post-Biblical Hebrew bima ()ּבימה, ‘platform’ or ‘pulpit’, is either derived from the Biblical
Hebrew bama ( )ּבמהwhich means ‘high place’, or from the Ancient Greek word for a raised
platform, bema (βῆµα); however, the Ancient Greek may itself be borrowed from the Semitic
root, via Phoenician). Among the Sephardim, it is known as a tevah (literally ‘box, case’ in
Hebrew) or migdal-etz (‘tower of wood’).

It is typically elevated by two or three steps, as was the bimah in the Temple. At the celebration
of the Shavuot holiday when synagogues are decorated with flowers, many synagogues have
special arches that they place over the bimah and adorn with floral displays. The importance of
the bimah is to show that the reader is the most important at that moment in time, and to make it
easier to hear their reader of the Torah. A raised bimah will typically have a railing. This was a
religious requirement for safety in bimah more than 10 handbreadths high, or between 83 and
127 centimetres (2.72 and 4.17 ft). A lower bimah (even one step) will typically have a railing as
a practical measure to prevent someone from inadvertently stepping off.

The bimah became a standard fixture in synagogues from which a portion (parashah) from the
Torah and the haftarah are read. In Orthodox Judaism, the bimah is located in the center of the
synagogue, separate from the Ark. In other branches of Judaism, the bimah and the Ark are
joined together.
Ancient Greece
The bema, or speaker's platform, at the Pnyx in Athens
The Ancient Greek bema (βῆµα) means both ‘platform’ and ‘step’, being derived from bainein
(βαίνειν, ‘to go’). The original use of the bema in Athens was as a tribunal from which orators
addressed the citizens as well as the courts of law, for instance, in the Pnyx. In Greek law courts
the two parties to a dispute presented their arguments each from separate bemas.
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By metonymy, bema was also a place of judgement, being the extension of the raised seat of
the judge, as described in the New Testament, in Matthew 27:19 and John 19:13, and further,
as the seat of the Roman emperor, in Acts 25:10, and of God, in Romans 14:10, when speaking
in judgment.

The Bema Seat at Corinth

Bema is a Greek term meaning "judgment seat." In the city of Corinth, a stone platform was
constructed to support the Bema seat (judgment seat) of the local officials. The seat was
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used to give out awards to athletes for their competitive performances (usually a crown
wreath of leaves), but also to address legal charges brought against individuals. The great
Apostle Paul was quite familiar with this seat. This is where he was brought before Gallio,
who was the proconsul of Achaia at the Bema seat (Acts 18:12). This seat was also what
Paul referred to in 2 Corinthians 5:9-11 as the "judgment seat of Christ." In this context,
Paul explains to us that this is where the Christian will receive an evaluation for works done
in the body, whether good or bad.

"Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of
the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made
manifest in your consciences." 2 Corinthians 5:9-11.
Christianity

Bema in an Eastern Orthodox church, with three steps leading up to it. Assumption Cathedral in
Smolensk, western Russia
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The ceremonial use of a bema carried over from Judaism into early Christian church
architecture. It was originally a raised platform with a lectern and seats for the clergy, from which
lessons from the Scriptures were read and the sermon was delivered. In Western Christianity
the bema developed over time into the chancel (or presbytery) and the pulpit.

In Eastern Christianity bema remains the name of the platform which composes the sanctuary; it
consists of both the area behind the iconostasion and the platform in front of it from which the
deacon leads the ektenias (litanies) together with the ambo from which the priest delivers the
sermon and distributes Holy Communion. It may be approached by one or several steps. The
bema is composed of the altar (the area behind the iconostasion), the soleas (the pathway in
front of the iconostasion), and the ambo (the area in front of the Holy Doors which projects
westward into the nave). Orthodox laity do not normally step up onto the bema except to receive
Holy Communion.

Again, Chafer writes concerning the Bema, “It cannot be too strongly emphasized that the
judgment is unrelated to the problem of sin, that it is more for the bestowing of rewards than the
rejection of failure.”

This judgment cannot be confused with either of the other judgments because the Holy Spirit
used a Greek word to describe the Judgment Seat of Christ that is peculiar and different from
the Greek words used in connection with other judgments. Here the word used is bema. It
appears in classical Greek to identify the judge’s seat in the arena of the Olympic games. The
bema was the seat whereon the judge sat, not to punish contestants, but to present awards to
the victors. When Christians stand before the bema of Christ, it will be for the express purpose
of being rewarded according to their works. There is no idea of inflicting punishment.

It is a graduation ceremony where awards and honors are given and achievements are
acknowledged. It takes place soon after the rapture or taking up of the church.

Thus the Bema judgement is not for punishment on the basis of sin. It is an assessment of our
servanthood – how well we have executed our responsibility as heirs to the Kingdom.
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1. Subjects—Believers as to “WORKS.”
2. Time—After The Church is caught out.
3. Place—“Judgment Seat of Christ” (in the Air).
4. Basis of Judgment—Their “WORKS.”
5. Result—Reward or Loss.

The Time of the Bema

The Bema event takes place immediately following the rapture or resurrection of the church
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
Arguments in support of this view:
(1) In Luke 14:12-14, reward is associated with the resurrection and the rapture is when the
church is resurrected.
(2) In Revelation 19:8, when the Lord returns with His bride at the end of the tribulation, she is
seen already rewarded. Her reward is described as fine linen; the righteous acts of the saints—
undoubtedly the result of rewards.
(3) In 2 Timothy 4:8 and 1 Corinthians 4:5, rewards are associated with “that day” and with the
Lord’s coming. Again, for the church this means the event of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
So the order of events will be (a) the rapture which includes our glorification or resurrection
bodies, (b) exaltation into the heavens with the Lord, (c) examination before the Bema, and (d)
compensation or rewards.

The Place of the Bema
It will occur somewhere in the heavenlies. This is evident from 1 Thessalonians 4:17 and
Revelation 4:2 and 19:8.
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Because of this every believer is justified and there is no further judgment for those who trust in
Jesus. Therefore the Bema judgment is not really a Judgment seat but an award ceremony.
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Paul likens this process to a refining fire. Paul categorizes into two groups.
1 Corinthians 3:11 – 13 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one, which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because
it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any
man's work, which he has built on, it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is
burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

The first group consists of gold, silver and precious stones, which not only will survive the fire
but also actually are refined in the fire. These are the works built upon the foundation of Christ (
Mt 7:24-25; Lu 6:47-48). The next group consists of wood, hay and stubble, which burn up with
fire. These are actions taken independent of God ( Psa 127:1-2, Mt 7:26-27; Lu 6:49)
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It is simply an award ceremony where the believers give account to God of their faithfulness in
stewardship on the use of the gifts and talents. ( Mt 25:14-23; Lu 19:12-19; 1Cor 4:1-4; Lu
14:12-14; Ro 12:9-21; 14:10-13; Eph 6:5-9; Col 3:16 – 4:1; He 6:10-12; 1Jn 4:17). This would
imply every second of the believer's life in the light of his or her responsibility and commission
within the society and family. Every thought, word, deed, acts, their character, their motives,
their attitudes, their work and their ministry.

Ecc 12:14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it
is good or evil
Romans 14:10-13 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat
them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. It is written:"' As surely
as I live,’ says the Lord,' every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. Therefore let us stop passing
judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.

1Cor 3:11-15; 4:5; 2Cor 5:10; Eph 6:1-9; Col 3:16 –4:1; Jas 1:2-4, 12, 19, 21; 2:1-4, 9; 1Pe 1:37, 17; Rev 22:7, 11-12 ; 2 Cor. 5:9f; 1 John 2:28; 1 Thess. 2:19-20; 1 Tim. 6:18-19; Tit. 2:12-14
Where the emphasis on good works as the standard for this judgment.
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https://www.kingshighway.org/inspiration/articles/sanctification/confidence/

The Judge.

Jesus Christ is the Judge of All the Earth (Genesis 18:25), since He has been given all authority
or power. "All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth" (Matthew 28:18).
It is extremely certain that the Jesus will be the Judge seated upon the throne.
John 5:22 "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son".
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Philippians 2:10-11. "10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in Heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the Father".
“God hath appointed a day, in which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man
Whom He hath ordained (Jesus); whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He
hath raised Him from the dead” (Acts 17:31).

When Jesus comes, every Christian dead or alive, will be included in the great throng that will
stand before the bema of Christ.
“He knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man: for He knew what was in man”
(John 2:24-25).

Judgment of Works

By faith we are saved. But the faith is expressed in our works.
•

By God's grace and your faith, you are be saved to eternal life in Heaven, By faith, your

name is written in the Lamb's Book of Life. Because of that we are given a new un-decaying
body and are given the right to the heavens in the divine dimension.
•

But our lives are the expression and realization of the faith in us. (James 2:24, 26): You

see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. ... For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

(James 2:14): What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can faith save him?
(James 2:17): Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
“Dr. H.L. Wilmington has done a good job of gleaning the truth about the things upon which
Christians will be examined at the Judgment Seat of Christ. They are as follows:
1.

How we treat other believers: Hebrews 6:10, Matthew 10:41-42

2.

How we exercise our authority over others: Hebrews 13:17, James 3:1

3.

How we employ our God-given abilities: 1 Corinthians 12:4, 12:12, 12:2, 2 Timothy 1:6;
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1 Peter 4:10
Add to this Scriptures Jesus' teaching of the parables of the ten pounds (Luke 19: 11-26)
and the talents (Matthew 25:14-29).
Each believer has at least one talent (1 Corinthians 7:12, Ephesians 4:7, 1 Peter 4:10).
There are 18 of these gifts (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4).
It's up to each believer to find/discern his or her gifts.
4.

How we use our money:2 Corinthians 9:6-7, 1 Timothy 6:17-19

5.

How we spend our time: Psalm 90:12, Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 4:5, 1 Peter 1:17

6.

How much we suffer for Jesus: Matthew 5:11-12, Mark 10:29-30, Romans 8:18,
2 Corinthians 4:17, 1 Peter 4:12-13

7.

How we run the particular race God has chosen for us: 1 Corinthians 9:24,
Philippians 2:16, 3:13-14, Hebrews 12:1

8.

How effectively we control the old nature:

1 Corinthians 9:25-27, 2 Timothy 2:15,

1 Corinthians 16:3, Philippians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:4
9.

How many souls we witness to and win to Christ:

Proverbs 11:30, Daniel 12:3,

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20
10.

How we react to temptation: James 1:2-3, Revelation 3:10

11.

How much the doctrine of the rapture means to us: 2 Timothy 4:8

12.

How faithful we are to the Word of God and the flock of God: Acts 20:26-28,
2 Timothy 4:1-2, 1 Peter 5:2-4 “

https://www.raptureready.com/faq/faq442.html

Matthew 6:1-6
1 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do,
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 "So when you give to the needy, do not
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give
to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving
may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 5 "And
when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues
and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward
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in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
Matthew 6:16-18
16 "When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to
show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 17 But
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to men
that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.
Romans 2: 15-16
15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness
and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, 16 on the day when, according
to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.
There is no doubt as to the meaning of Christ's startling words. He declares that there are two
places to be rewarded, here upon earth as one seeks the praise of men or later in heaven when
the Father who saw the works performed in secret without notoriety and rewards those who did
the job simply out of love for Him. When Jesus returns to call His people unto himself in the
twinkling of an eye and the judgment begins, what will your motives have been in the Christian
race?
1 Corinthians 4:5 states “Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord
comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's
hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God”. This teaching is also found in 1
Corinthians 3:11, 15:11 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones,
wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.
It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If what he has
built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will
be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames”.
Again, there is no doubt about the explicit teaching within this portion of scripture. It states, the
fire shall try every man's work and show what it is.
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By faith we have received the Holy Spirit within us, which strives to change our spirit, soul and
body into the likeness of the Son of God. Bema is the measure of this growth into the fullness of
the stature of this growth within us.

The Testing Process by Fire

1 Corinthians 3:10-15, describes the testing process as follows. It is based on the simile of
building

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else
is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any
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foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this
foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for
what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.

It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.
14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.
5 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss;
he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.
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CHAPTER FIVE

FIVE CROWNS & REWARDS
REWARDS IN HEAVEN
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Saints Will Differ in Heaven
“There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for
one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead” (1
Corinthians 15:41-42).
“So also is the resurrection of the dead.”
All believers will have glorified bodies, but there will be difference in glory according to the
measure of our diligence and devotedness to Christ and His work. I hold in my hand three coins.
One is gold, one is silver and the third is copper. All three bear the same inscription of the
United States of America. However, the glory of the gold is one glory, the glory of the silver is a
lesser glory, and the glory of the copper is yet a lesser glory than either the gold or the silver. So
also is the resurrection of the dead. Each of the bodies of the saved will bear the glorified and
heavenly mark of distinction, but the glory of some will differ from the glory of others.

Given to soul-winners
(Proverbs 11:30; Daniel 12:3; 1 Thess. 2:19-20).
This is the Soul Winner's Crown - For Believer's who were Obeying Jesus' Great Commission
(Matt 28:19-20)
1 Thess. 2:19 "For what is our hope, or joy, or CROWN OF REJOICING? Is it not even YOU in
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His Coming?"
Dan 12:3 "Those who are wise will shine as bright as the sky, and those who LEAD MANY TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS will shine like the stars forever."
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Given to those who especially love the doctrine of the Lord’s return (2 Tim. 4:8).

2 Tim 4:8 “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto them also that love His
appearing”.

Given to faithful pastors and preachers
(Acts 20:26-28; 2 Timothy 4;1-2; 1 Peter 5:2,4; Jer. 3:15; John 21:16-17; 1 Cor. 12:28-31).

The Elder's Crown - This Crown is for those Leaders, Pastors, Elders, and Teachers who were
Godly Examples to the Flock of Believers that were entrusted and assigned to their care.
1 Pet 5:2-4 "Care for the flock God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—
not for what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. Don’t lord it over the
people assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good example. And when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away."
Matt 5:19 Jesus says, "If you ignore the least Commandment and teach others to do the same,
you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and
teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

58

RESURRECTIONS AND JUDGMENTS
M.M.NINAN

Given to those who master the old nature
(Matt. 25:21-23; 1 Cor. 9:25-27).
1 Cor 9:25-27 "Everyone who competes for the Prize is temperate (disciplined) in all things. Now
they do it to obtain a Perishable crown, but we for an imperishable (incorruptible) crown.
Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I
discipline my body and bring it unto subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself
should become disqualified."
Here Paul has in mind the athlete in the Roman arena. Before the contest each participant
practiced self-discipline, being temperate in all things. There were doubtless many pleasures
and pastimes that the athletes might have entered into and enjoyed, but they denied themselves
these things in order to do their best. A crown awaited the victor. The incorruptible crown for the
Christian is the victor’s crown for those who keep under the body and bring it into subjection.
There are certain pleasures, worldly amusements, manners of dress, and uses of cosmetics that
interfere with one’s progress in spreading the Gospel and winning the lost to Christ. If I live
victoriously over all things, “making no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof,” I shall
gain the reward for a victorious life, which is the Incorruptible Crown. If an athlete must subject
himself to many months of rigid discipline and training to obtain a corruptible crown, how much
more should we bring our bodies into subjection for a crown that is incorruptible.
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Given to those who successfully endure temptation
(James 1:2-3; Rev. 2:10).
This is the Martyr's Crown - for those who were Faithful unto Death— those who patiently
endured Testings, Temptations, and Trials.

James 1:12 "God blesses those who patiently endure Testing and Temptation. Afterward they
will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him."
Rev 2:10 "Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you into
prison to Test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain Faithful even when facing
death, I will give you the crown of life."
2 Tim 2:15 "Work hard so you can Present yourself to God & receive His Approval. Be a Good
Worker, one who does not need to be Ashamed & who correctly explains the Word of Truth."
Promises from Jesus for those Believers who Overcome Sin, Trials, & Tests through Christ:
1 - Rev 2:7 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. To him who
overcome I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."
2 - Rev 2:11 "He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. He who
overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death."
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3 - Rev 2:17 "He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. To him who
overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on
the stone a New Name written which no one knows except him who receives it."
4 - Rev 2:26 "He who overcomes, and keeps my works until the end, to him I will give power
over the nations.”
5 - Rev 3:5 "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out
(Erase) his name from the book of life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before
His Angels."
6 - Rev 3:12 "He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall
go out no more. And I will write on him the Name of My God and the Name of the City of My
God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of Heaven from My God. And I will write on
him My New Name."
7 - Rev 3:21 "To him who overcomes, I will grant to sit with me on my throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His Throne."
8 - Rev 21:7 "He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be
My son."
The Crown of Life is reserved for those who have given all their lives for the sake of the Gospel.
Not all of our Lord’s witnesses have been called to suffering and martyrdom.
http://ubdavid.org/youthworld/countryheaven/country-heaven6.html
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/382454193327775580/
http://so4j.com/five-crowns-rewards-in-heaven#sthash.WmIcaAnI.dpuf
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CROWN FACTS - 6 FACTS ON THE FIVE CROWNS & REWARDS
http://so4j.com/five-crowns-rewards-in-heaven#sthash.WmIcaAnI.dpuf
•

2 Tim 4:1 "I solemnly urge you before God and before Christ Jesus—who will someday

JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD when He appears to set up his Kingdom."
1 - CROWNS & REWARDS ARE TO BE GUARDED
•

Rev 3:11 Jesus says, "I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that NO ONE

WILL TAKE AWAY YOUR CROWN."
2 - CROWNS ARE TO BE GUARDED AGAINST DECEIVERS & SPIRITUAL DECEPTION
•

2 John 1:7-8 "I say this because MANY DECEIVERS have gone out into the world. They

deny that Jesus Christ came in a real body. Such a person is a DECEIVER and an Antichrist.
Watch out that you do NOT LOSE what we have worked so hard to achieve. BE DILIGENT SO
THAT YOU RECEIVE YOUR FULL REWARD."
3 - CROWNS ARE LOST WHEN GOOD DEED IS DONE WITH WRONG MOTIVES
•

Matt 6:2 Jesus says, "Therefore, when you do a CHARITABLE DEED, do NOT sound a

Trumpet before you as the Hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may
have GLORY FROM MEN. Assuredly, I say to you, THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD."
4 - GOLD CROWNS GIVEN
•

Rev 4:4 "Twenty-Four Thrones surrounded Him (Jesus), and Twenty-Four Elders sat on

them. They were all CLOTHED IN WHITE and had GOLD CROWNS ON THEIR HEADS."
5 - CROWNS WILL BE CAST DOWN BEFORE JESUS AT HIS THRONE
•

Rev 4:10-11 "The Twenty-Four Elders will FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM who sits on the

Throne, and will WORSHIP HIM who lives Forever and Ever, and will CAST THEIR CROWNS
BEFORE THE THRONE, saying, "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to Receive Glory and
Honor and Power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they Existed, and were
Created."
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5 - JESUS WORE A CROWN OF THORNS AT HIS DEATH

•

Matt 27:29 "And after twisting together a CROWN OF THORNS, they put it on His head,

and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail,
King of the Jews!"
6 - JESUS WEARS MANY CROWNS WHEN HE RETURNS

•

Rev 19:11-19 "Then I saw Heaven opened, and a White Horse was standing there. Its

Rider was named Faithful and True, for He JUDGES FAIRLY and wages a Righteous War. His
Eyes were like Flames of Fire, and on His Head were MANY CROWNS. A Name was written on
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Him that no one understood except Himself. He wore a robe dipped in blood, and His Title was
the Word of God. The Armies of Heaven, dressed in the finest of Pure White Linen, followed
Him on White Horses. From His mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the Nations. He will
Rule them with an iron rod. He will release the fierce Wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice
flowing from a winepress. On His Robe at His thigh was written this Title: King of all Kings and
Lord of all Lords." Rewards Are For Those Who Win The Race - The Prize of Eternal Life.”

The crowns are for laying down before God. It is not for being proud and arrogant and to show
authority. These are the dowries that the bride brings to the Father.
•

Rev 4:10-11 "The Twenty-Four Elders will FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM who sits on the

Throne, and will WORSHIP HIM who lives Forever and Ever, and will CAST THEIR CROWNS
BEFORE THE THRONE, saying, "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to Receive Glory and
Honor and Power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they Existed, and were
Created."
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The Bridal Gown
Ezekiel 16:8-13 “When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was the
time of love; so I spread My wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I swore an oath to
you and entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine,” says the Lord GOD.
“Then I washed you in water; yes,
I thoroughly washed off your blood, and I anointed you with oil.
I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of badger skin;
I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk.
I adorned you with ornaments, put bracelets on your wrists, and a chain on your neck.
And I put a jewel in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your head.
Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen, silk, and
embroidered cloth.

After the Bema Judgment, there will be the betrothal of the Bride -the Church - and the
Bridegroom - Jesus. At the betrothal the bride and the groom will drink the fourth cup of wine
which Jesus deferred to drink at His last Passover Seder until He could drink it and seal the
marriage, with His bride (the saints of the Church) in His Father's Kingdom (Matthew 26:29;
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Luke 22:18). Immediately after, the marriage of the lamb has come. The wedding gown of the
bride of Christ is the works of the saints.
Revelation 19:7-8 “"Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." It was given to her to clothe herself in
fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”
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CHAPTER SIX

JUDGEMENT IN OTHER RELIGIONS
RELIGIONS
A central theme of many religions is what happens to people upon death. Almost all religions
are greatly devoted to the afterlife, emphasizing that what you do in your current life effects what
happens to you in the afterlife. This usually takes the form of judgement by a deity, in which
ones deeds and characteristics in life determine either punishment or reward (when one has
been mostly good).
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ANCIENT EGYPT

http://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/eml/eml10.htm
Egyptian Myth and Legend by Donald Mackenzie

CHAPTER VII
Death and the Judgment
....... The soul of him who is faithful eats and drinks as desired, and then proceeds on the
journey, facing many perils and enduring great trials. Evil spirits and fierce demons compass
him about, desiring that he should die a second death and cease to be. A gigantic tortoise rises
against him; he must fight against it with his lance; serpents are poised to strike, and they must
be overcome. The very insects have venomous stings and must be driven away. But his most
formidable enemy is the fierce god Set, the murderer of Osiris, the terror of the good gods and
of men, who appears as an enormous red monster, with a head like a camel and the body of a
hound, his long and forked tail erect and venomous. Fain would that wrathful demon devour the
pilgrim on his way.

When the evil god is overcome and driven back, the soul goes forward until he reaches the bank
of a wide river there a magic boat awaits him. The crew consists of silent divinities that give him
no aid. But ere he can embark he must needs answer each question which the boat addresses
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to him. He must know and tell how it is constructed in every part, and if the papyrus rolls which
was laid beside his mummy contains the secrets of the boat. And the magical formulæ which
must also be repeated, he will be ferried over the river and taken to the Osirian kingdom. The
sulky "ferryman" is called "Turnface": his face is always turned away from the dead who call to
him.

After entering the boat the soul's journey is not near to an end. He desires greatly to join those
happy beings that have their dwellings in the blessed fields of Aalu but he must first be tried
before Osiris the King of the Dead and Judge of All. The only approach to Paradise is through
the Hall of justice, which rises before him stupendous and dark and full of mystery. The gate is
shut fast; no man can draw the bolts or enter without permission of the king.

Alone, and trembling with fear, the pilgrim soul stands before the gate with both hands uplifted in
adoration. He is beheld by the shining god who is within. Then in a clear, full voice the soul cries
out in the deep silence:
Hail, unto thee, O thou great god, thou who art lord of truth!
Lo! I draw nigh to thee now, O my lord, and mine eyes behold thy beauty.
Thee I know, and I know also the two-and-forty gods assembled with thee in the Hall of
justice;
They observe all the deeds of the wicked; They devour those who seek to do evil;
They drink the blood of those who are condemned before thee, O just and good king.
Hail! Lord of justice; Thee I know,
I come before thee even now to speak what is true,
I will not utter what is false, O Lord of All.
The soul then recites the ritual confession in which he claims to be guiltless of the offences,
which are punishable.
I have done no evil against any man.
I have never caused my kinsfolk to be put to death,
I have not caused false witnesses to speak in the Hall of justice.
I have not done that which is hated by the gods.
I am not a worker of wickedness.
I have never oppressed a servant with too much work.
I have not caused men to hunger nor to weep.
I have not been devoid of good works, nor have I acted weakly or with meanness.
I am not a murderer.
I have not conspired to have another put to death.
I have not plotted to make another grieve.
I have not taken away temple offerings.
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I have not stinted the food offered to the gods.
I have not despoiled the dead.
I have never committed adultery.
I have not failed to keep myself pure as a priest.
I have not lessened the corn measure.
I have not shortened the hand measure.
I have not tampered with the balance.
I have not deprived children of milk.
I have not stolen cattle from the meadows.
I have not snared the birds consecrated to the gods.
I have not taken fish from holy lakes.
I have not prevented (Nile) water from running (in channels).
I have not turned aside the water.
I have not stolen water from a channel.
I have not put out the fire when it should burn.
I have never kept from the Nine Gods what was their due.
I have not prevented the temple cattle from grazing on my land.
I have not obstructed a god (his image) when he came forth (in a festival
procession).
The soul concludes by declaring that he is sinless, and expresses the hope that no ill will befalls
him in the Hall of Judgment.

The jackal-headed god Anubis, "Opener of the Ways", then strides from the hall and leads the
soul by the hand before Osiris, who had heard the confession in silence. No word is uttered as
the dead man enters. The King of the Dead sits in his high throne within a dim pavilion. His
crown is upon his head. In one hand he holds the crook and in the other the flail. He is the
supreme judge of the Dead.. Before him stands the sure balance on which the heart of the dead
man will be weighed. Thoth, the recording god, is beside it, and Horus and Maat, goddess of
truth and justice, are there also. The guardian of the balance is a monster, which is ready to fall
upon sinners who are condemned before the great god. Around the dread hall crouch the twoand-forty animal gods who tear the wicked to pieces.

In the tingling silence, which prevails, the pilgrim again recites the confession. Osiris makes no
comment. Then, quivering with fear, the soul watches the gods deliberately weighing his heart in
the balance, while Maat, the goddess of truth and justice, or her symbol, an ostrich feather,
occupies the opposite scale.
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The trembling soul cries out to his heart not to witness against him. "O heart that was mine," he
says, "do not say 'Behold the things he hath done'. Permit me not to be wronged in presence of
the great god."

If the heart is found to be neither too heavy nor too light, the dead man is acquitted. Thoth
makes known the result of the weighing to Osiris, who then orders the heart to be restored to
the man on trial. "He hath won the victory," the King of the Dead exclaims. "Now let him dwell
with the spirits and the gods in the fields of Aalu."

JUDGEMENT SCENE: WEIGHING THE HEART
The judge is Osiris, behind whom stand Isis and Nepthys. Horus and Anubis lead in two forms of deceased. Thoth
makes the record, another form of Anubis adjusts the balance, and the monster waits to destroy deceased if the
verdict is unfavorable. On the upper part of the picture deceased salutes some of the two-and-forty gods who
surround the Judgement Hall.
From "Book of the Dead" papyrus.

Released and rejoicing, the dead man goes forth to gaze upon the wonders of the Nether World.
The divine kingdom is a greater and more glorious Egypt, in which the souls work and hunt and
combat against their enemies as in other days. To each man is allotted his task. He must till the
soil and reap the grain which grows in abundance and to a great height. The harvest never fails,
and famine and sorrow are unknown.

When the soul desires to return to visit familiar scenes upon earth it enters the body of a bird or
an animal, or perhaps it blossoms as a flower. It may also visit the tomb as the Ba, and
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reanimate the mummy and go forth to gaze on scenes which were familiar and dear in other
days.

The souls of dead men whom Osiris condemns, because of sins committed upon earth, are
subjected to terrible tortures ere they are devoured by the animal gods which crouch, waiting, in
the silent and awful Hall of Judgment.
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ANCIENT GREECE

"After death there is no annihilation. The dead are dead because they lead a flavorless and
unhappy existence in the Underworld. Those who for practical purposes are dead, but
nevertheless exist and dwell in all happiness in the Islands of the Blest or Elysium, are called
Immortals. So life and death are qualities of existence, not lack of it."
Upon death, an individual's soul is lead by Hermes to the entrance of the underworld and the
ferry across the Acheron. Charon is the ferry man who take the souls across the river. Only
those who can pay the fare, with coins placed on their lips when buried, receive passage. The
rest are trapped between two worlds.
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Left: Hades with Cerberus (Heraklion Archaeological Museum)
Right: Hermes as Guide of Souls prepares to lead a woman to the afterlife (5th century BC lekythos)

According to the Iliad, written by the ancient poet Homer, the Underworld is located beneath the
secret places of the earth; in the Odyssey (also written by Homer) the way down there lies over
the edge of the world across Ocean. In later poems there are various entrances to it through
caves and beside deep lakes.

Roman Virgil tells of the geography of the underworld in greatest detail.
Hermes leads the souls down the path to the underworld, to where Acheron pours into Cocytus.
There the ancient boatman, Charon, ferries the souls across. Charon only ferries those who can
pay for his service, with the money placed on their lips during their funeral. Those who cannot
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pay are trapped between two worlds and must wait a hundred years before Charon ferries them
for free.

The Entrance
Across the river, guarding the gates of Hades, is Cerberus, the bronze-voiced hound, who eats
raw flesh and has fifty heads. Others say that this hound has three heads of dogs, the tail of a
dragon, and on his back the heads of all sorts of snakes.
but, never leave.
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Before the entrance to Hades live Grief and Anxiety, along with Diseases and Old Age (Geras).
Also Fear, Hunger, Death, Agony, and Hypnos (Sleep), brother of Thanatos (Death), dwell in
this place together with Guilty Joys. On an opposite threshold is War, the Erinyes, and Eris
(Discord). Close to the doors, many other beasts dwell: Centaurs, Gorgons, the Hydra from
Lerna, the Chimera, the Harpies, and others. In the midst of all this, an Elm can be seen, and
False Dreams cling under every leaf.
Geographically, the underworld is surrounded by five rivers:
•

The Acheron (river of woe),

•

The Cocytus (river of lamentation),

•

The Phlegethon (river of fire),

•

The Styx (river of hate and the river of unbreakable oath by which the gods swear),

•

The Lethe (river of forgetfulness).
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The Dividing Road and the Judges of the Dead
Plato, Phaedo 107c ff :

"It is said that after death, the tutelary genius (daimon) of each person, to whom he had been
allotted in life, leads him to a place where the dead are gathered together [i.e. the daimon guide
is Plato's equivalent of Hermes, Guide of the Dead]; then they are judged and depart to the
other world with the guide whose task it is to conduct thither those who come from this world;
and when they have there received their due and remained through the time appointed, another
guide brings them back after many long periods of time [i.e. they are reincarnated into another
body]...... But really there seem to be many forks of the road and many windings; this I infer from
the rites and ceremonies practiced here on earth [i.e. the Mystery cults].

Now the orderly and wise soul follows its guide and understands its circumstances; but the soul
that is desirous of the body, as I said before, flits about it, and in the visible world for a long time
[i.e. as a haunting ghost], and after much resistance and many sufferings is led away with
violence and with difficulty by its appointed genius (daimon). And when it arrives at the place
where the other souls are, the soul which is impure and has done wrong, by committing wicked
murders or other deeds akin to those and the works of kindred souls, is avoided and shunned by
all, and no one is willing to be its companion or its guide, but it wanders about alone in utter
bewilderment, during certain fixed times, after which it is carried by necessity to its fitting
habitation [i.e. gloomy Hades]. But the soul that has passed through life in purity and
righteousness, finds gods for companions and guides, and goes to dwell in its proper dwelling
[i.e. Elysium]."

"There is then a spot where the way forks in two directions, the right-hand leading, under the
Palace of Hades, to Elysium, and the left-hand taking down to Tartarus.

The soul receives judgment in the Plain of Judgment at the dividing of the road, one leads to the
Isles of the Blest (or Elysium), and the other to Tartarus.
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Those who pass judgment are Aeacus, former king of Aegina, Minos , former king of Crete, and
Rhadamanthys, brother of Minos. Aeacus, who keeps the keys of Hades, judges those who
come from Europe, and Rhadamanthys the Asians, but Minos has the privilege of the final
decision. However, those who suffer a punishment in the Underworld have been condemned by
the gods.

The souls appear before a panel of three judges viz., Rhadamanthys, Minos, and Aiakos. They
were originally mortal men, sons of the god Zeus, who were granted their position after death as
a reward for the establishment of law on earth. Aiakos was the guardian of the keys of the
Hades and the judge of the men of Europe, Rhadamanthys was lord of Elysion and judge of the
men of Asia, and Minos was the judge of the final vote. Some say there was a fourth judge
Triptolemos who presided over the souls of the Initiates of the Mysteries.

The three JUDGES OF THE DEAD:
Rhadamanthys, Minos 2, and Aeacus. RII.2-3003b: Roscher, 1884.
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Elysium
The Elysian Fields was the final resting place for the souls of heroes and virtuous men. The
ancients often distinguished between two such realms--the islands of the Blessed and the
Lethean fields of Haides.
The first of these, also known as the White Island or the Islands of the Blessed, was an afterlife
realm reserved for the heroes of myth. It was an island paradise located in the far western
streams of the river Okeanos, and ruled over by the Titan-King Kronos or Rhadamanthys, a son
of Zeus.

The second Elysium was a netherworld realm, located in the depths of Haides beyond the river
Lethe. Its fields were promised to initiates of the Mysteries who had lived a virtuous life. ...
Later these two combined together to form one

Elysium

the haven for those who were

righteous. It is the land of relaxation and everlasting joy in a beautiful and comfortable field with
trees and sun.
To the Elysian plainOwhere life is easiest for men. No snow is there, nor heavy storm, nor ever
rain, but ever does Ocean send up blasts of the shrill-blowing West Wind that they may give
cooling to men". — Homer, Odyssey (4.560–565)
"And they live untouched by sorrow in the islands of the blessed along the shore of deepswirling Ocean, happy heroes for whom the grain-giving earth bears honey-sweet fruit
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flourishing thrice a year, far from the deathless gods, and Cronos rules over them" —
Hesiod,Works and Days (170)
"The good receive a life free from toil, not scraping with the strength of their arms the earth, nor
the water of the sea, for the sake of a poor sustenance. But in the presence of the honored
gods, those who gladly kept their oaths enjoy a life without tears, while the others undergo a toil
that is unbearable to look at. Those who have persevered three times, on either side, to keep
their souls free from all wrongdoing, follow Zeus' road to the end, to the tower of Cronus, where
ocean breezes blow around the island of the blessed, and flowers of gold are blazing, some
from splendid trees on land, while water nurtures others. With these wreaths and garlands of
flowers they entwine their hands according to the righteous counsels of Rhadamanthys, whom
the great father, the husband of Rhea whose throne is above all others, keeps close beside him
as his partner" — Pindar, Odes (2.59–75)

Elysium is a happy place, which has a sun and stars of its own. The souls in Elysium cannot be
grasped and are like phantoms and in this they do not differ from those dwelling in the Asphodel
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Fields. Those who dwell in Elysium exercise upon grassy playing fields or wrestle friendly on
yellow sands; some dance and others sing or chant poems. Orpheus is here and Musaeus, who
wrote songs and poems and uttered oracles. Some say several members of the Trojan Royal
House dwell here. All these live in groves and make their beds on river-banks and may wander
in luminous plains and green valleys

There is a neutral world called he Ashpodel Fields where those whose good deed just balanced
the bad deeds. It is a dull world.

Asphodel tenufolius and Asphodel fields
Tartarus
Tartarus or Tartaros (Greek: Τάρταρος), is the deep abyss that is used as a dungeon of torment
and suffering for the wicked and as the prison for the Titans. It is far below Hades as the earth is
below the heavens. Tartarus is the place where sinners are sent. Virgil describes it in the
Aeneid as a gigantic place, surrounded by the flaming river Phlegethon and triple walls to
prevent sinners from escaping from it. It is guarded by a hydra with fifty black gaping jaws,
which sits at a screeching gate protected by columns of solid adamantine, a substance akin to

84

RESURRECTIONS AND JUDGMENTS
M.M.NINAN

diamond - so hard that nothing will cut through it. Inside, there is a castle with wide walls, and a
tall iron turret. Tisiphone, one of the Erinyes who represents revenge, stands guard sleepless at
the top of this turret lashing a whip. There is a pit inside which is said to extend down into the
earth twice as far as the distance from the lands of the living to Olympus. At the bottom of this
pit lie the Titans.
Tartarus in Hellenistic Jewish literature is found in the Greek text of 1 Enoch, dated to 400–200
BC. This states that God placed the archangel Uriel "in charge of the world and of Tartarus"
(20:2). Tartarus is generally understood to be the place where 200 fallen Watchers (angels) are
imprisoned. The ESV is one of several English versions that gives the Greek reading Tartarus
as a footnote:
2 Peter 2:4 refers to this again "For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast
them into hell [Greek word is Tartarus] and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be
kept until the judgment;"
Thus this is where the fallen angels await for their final judgment.
Tartarus also appears in sections of the Jewish Sibylline Oracles. E.g. Sib. Or. 4:186.
Crimes punished in Tartarus

Among those punished in Tartarus are also those who in life hated their own brothers, those
who struck their parents, those who loving fraud entangled their clients, those who kept their
wealth for themselves without ever sharing (these are the majority), those who killed for
adultery, those engaged in treason, those who corrupted the laws and became dictators, those
who entered the beds of their daughters, and others who committed numerous crimes which
would never cease to fill an unending catalogue; but equally unending are the punishments and
retributions inflicted here: rolling huge rocks, whirling round, or sitting in the Chair of Oblivion are
just a few examples.
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The wicked and the worst criminals are cast into Tartarus, whence they never emerge.

Others, who have committed great wrongs but who nevertheless are curable, are thrown into
Tartarus where they remain for some time until the waves, either of Cocytus or of
Pyriphlegethon cast them out again. They then are carried by the currents to the Acherusian
Lake, where they beg to those whom they have wronged to be gracious and let them come out
into the lake. If they prevail and their prayers are heard by those who had been outraged by
them, they may come out and their ills cease, but if not they return to Tartarus starting all over
again until they prevail upon those whom they have wronged. This penalty is imposed upon
them by the Judges.
http://www.maicar.com/GML/Underworld.html

Reincarnation
According to some in Elysium, which is considered to be ruled by Cronos, live also those who
are not yet born. These souls swarm along the banks of the river Lethe (Oblivion). Some say
that:
"They were all required to drink a measure of the water, and those who were not
saved by their good sense, drank more than the measure, and each one as he
drank forgot all things." (Plato, Republic 10.618a).
The souls who are destined for reincarnation drink from Lethe's stream and quench their
troubles in forgetfulness so that they may return to corporeal existence on earth. Souls were
made to drink from the river before being reincarnated, so they would not remember their past
lives.
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“Then Ankhises said: “They are the souls who are destined for Reincarnation; and now at
Lethe’s stream they are drinking the waters that quench man’s troubles, the deep draught of
oblivion O They come in crowds to the river Lethe, so that you see, with memory washed out
they may revisit the earth above.’” Virgil, Aeneid 6. 705 ff (Roman epic C1st B.C.):

“Now is the beginning of another cycle of mortal generation where birth is the beacon of death.
No divinity shall cast lots for you, but you shall choose your own deity [daemon, genius]. Let him
to whom falls the first lot first select a life to which he shall cleave of necessity. But Virtue has no
master over her, and each shall have more or less of her as he honors her or does her despite.
The blame is his who chooses: God is blameless.” (Plato, Republic 10.617d).

Dante’s Divine Comedy, in its second part, Purgatorio presents River of Lethe as part of the final
stage redemption in Christian Theology. Dante passes through the River Lethe, which erases
the memory of past sin (Canto XXXI). The chant of Asperges me [purge me] accompanies his
immersion, and he then forgets his past sins and his atonement for them is complete. Thus
Dante's interpretation for drinking the waters of Lethe was to erase even the memory of sin and
sinful life before being fully cleansed and ready for New Life in Christ and final redemption.

The reason for this myth was simply to explain away the fact that those on earth have no
memory any prior existence. The wiping away of the memory disc, would remove the soul's
identity. This would simply mean that it is not the same person who is reborn or transmigrated.
It is as good as saying, their personality parts are disassembled scattered off and a new being is
made to come to earth. This is the theory proposed by Buddha and Jain who maintained the
law of Conservation of total substance elements of body and mind and spirit. They refused the
transmigration of person itself.

This strange desire (some say perverse) for earthly existence appears to be a part of the laws
governing the universe. For, according to some, all that exists, heaven as well as earth, the
plains as the sea, the moon and the sun and the stars are all sustained by a spirit within, an
immanent Mind. And this spirit flows through the whole of the material world making it work and
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producing all creatures including mankind. Their life force is celestial fire but they are made out
of clay, and thus encased in their dark prison they fail to see the heavenly light and are the
victims of fear, depending on stupid desires and grief as well as joy. They grow so accustomed
to their bodies and its evils that not even death makes them relinquish those ills that the body is
heir to.

That is why they are disciplined in the Underworld paying the penalty of old evil, each one
finding his own level and suffering his own spirit. Some of them however stay in Elysium, not
needing to reincarnate in order to regain original purity, but the majority return to earth with their
memories deleted after having drunk from the waters of Lethe.

Orphic religion of Greece existed as early as 6th Century BC which probably is the oldest
religion which proposed the doctrine of reincarnation. From there it went to India with the rise of
Buddhism.
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BUDDHISM

Buddhism started as scientific studies of universe with all its various elements. As such it
considers life as consisting of five component elements. Buddha enunciates these as the five
components of life, five aggregates, or five skandhas.

The five components are form, perception, conception, volition, and consciousness.
Buddhism holds that these constituent elements unite temporarily to form an individual living
being. Together they also constitute one of the three realms of existence, the other two being
the realm of living beings and the realm of the environment.

(1) Form means the physical aspect of life and includes the five sense organs—eyes, ears,
nose, tongue, and body—with which one perceives the external world.
(2) Perception is the function of receiving external information through the six sense organs (the
five sense organs plus the "mind," which integrates the impressions of the five senses).

(3) Conception is the function of creating mental images and concepts out of what has been
perceived.
(4) Volition is the will that acts on the conception and motivates action.
(5) Consciousness is the cognitive function of discernment that integrates the components of
perception, conception, and volition.
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Form represents the physical aspect of life, while perception, conception, volition, and
consciousness represent the spiritual aspect. Because the physical and spiritual aspects of life
are inseparable, there can be no form without consciousness, and no consciousness without
form.

All life carries on its activities through the interaction of these five components

The universe and all its five components have neither beginning nor end. There is no creator
god. All living and combination of the aggregates are subject to the cyclic law of birth, death and
rebirth. There are countless world systems in the universe including earth where life in various
forms exists depending on the substance of the form.

There are thirty-one planes or states of

existence in the universe and human plane is just one of them.

In this point of view reincarnation is nothing but a recombination of these aggregates again and
again to form new life forms. There is no soul or ego which can be identified as a personality
that persists and reincarnated. Thus if the consciusness remembers anything in the subsequent
incarnated form it is only as "the student remembers what the teacher said". However in the
reincarnation the attachment or the spirit of the life provides a momentum causing a
continuation. Since all life is misery the aim is to form this combination for life which is possible
only by stopping the attachment to life pleasures. This future existence is conditioned by the last
thought-moment a person experiences at the point of death. This last thought which determines
the next existence results from the past actions of a man either in this life or before that.

Hence, if the predominant thought reflects meritorious action, then he will find his future
existence in a happy state. But that state is temporary and when it is exhausted a new life must
begin all over again, determined by another dominating 'karmic' energy. This repetitious process
goes on endlessly unless one arrives at 'Right View' and makes a firm resolve to follow the
Noble Path which produces the ultimate happiness of Nibbana.(Sanskrit nirvana Pali nibbana;
Jpn nehan ) means "blown out" and is variously translated as extinction, emancipation,
cessation, quiescence, or non-rebirth. Nirvana was originally regarded as the state in which all
illusions and desires as well as the cycle of birth and death are extinguished.
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The above figure represents Bhavacakra, or the Wheel of Life and Death, which depict the
universe as a series of concentric circles with varying sectors, all under the grasp of Mara, the
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lord of death. Several realms for gods of different types and several different hells, as well as an
animal realm and a realm for humans are contained within the wheel.

A new Buddhist philosophical school of Mahayana came into existence during the 200 B.C. 300
A.D. period. Soon after the ministry of Apostle Thomas many of the doctrines of Christianity
were adopted into Buddhism. Pure Land Buddhism as a school of Buddhist thinking began in
India around the 2nd century BCE and also in China where there was a strong cult of Amitabha
by the 2nd century CE, and then spread to Japan around the 6th century CE. Both these places
where part of the mission of apostle Thomas during his ministry from 40 AD to 72 AD.

Even though there was no gods in Buddhism, a concept of merciful Buddhas who had attained
Buddhahood, who intentionally sacrificed their lives by incarnating into the various worlds was
developed. Their love of the beings in their worlds was so much that they returned to their world
to bring those who will put their trust in him to bring them into a heaven called Pure Land.

A

Pure Land, in Mahayana Buddhism, is the celestial realm or pure abode of a Buddha or
Bodhisattva. These came to be known as Pure Land Buddhism.

The essential practice in Pure Land Buddhism is the practice of meditating and chanting of the
name of Amitabha Buddha. The emphasis is in the faith, trust and a personal relationship with
Amitabha Buddha, whereupon by the grace of the Buddha the person is reborn in the Pure Land
from where they can proceed easily into the nirvana state.
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The Pure Land Buddhism differs from others in the following components
(1) a new Buddha concept of Buddha Amitabha (Overflowing Luminance Buddha)
(2) faith and devotion to Amitab Buddha;
(3) the concept of the Bodhisattva, his vows and transference of merits;
(4) the concept of Sukhavati, concretization of Buddha-kshetra
(5) the practice of invoking the name as an example of mindfulness;
(6) the desire of seeing the Buddha(s) in this life; and
(7) the concept of two Bodhisattvas - attendants or the concept of a Buddhist trinity.

Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisattva (Wisdom) ,
Amitabha Buddha (Overflowing Luminance), and
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva (Lord who looks down).

It is not difficult to see the parallel to the Christian faith in Jesus, the incarnation of God.
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Hinduism

A well researched apraisal of the Hindu stand is given by Jayaram in his website
which I quote in some detail.
http://www.hinduwebsite.com/hinduism/h_death.asp
"Hinduism believes in the rebirth and reincarnation of souls.
The souls are immortal and imperishable.
Death is a natural process in the existence of a jiva (being) as a separate entity, a resting
period during which it recuperates, reassembles its resources, adjusts its course and returns
again to the earth to continue its journey.

Death is a temporary cessation of physical activity, a necessary means of recycling the
resources and energy and an opportunity for the jiva (that part which incarnates) to reenergize
itself, review its programs and policies and plan for the next phase of life.

Each life experience on earth and each incarnation of soul offer the jiva an opportunity to learn
and overcome its inconsistencies and blemishes so that it can become the whole. We cannot
have likes and dislikes, preferences, prejudices and attachment and yet expect ourselves be
liberated. Even a preference for purity becomes an impediment at some stage in our lives. The
soul therefore needs to be born again and again till it overcomes its state of delusion, achieves
the state of equanimity and realizes its completeness. When a person dies, his soul along with
some residual consciousness leaves the body through an opening in the head and goes to
another world and returns again after spending some time there. What happens after the soul
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leaves the body and before it reincarnates again is a great mystery about which we can form an
idea after studying the scriptures. .......

The Fate of an Individual Upon Death

What happens to a soul after the death of a mortal being on earth depends upon many factors,
some of which are listed below:
1. His previous deeds. If a person has committed many bad deeds in his life, he will go to the
lower worlds and suffer from the consequences of his evil actions. On the contrary if he
performed good deeds, he will go to the higher sun filled worlds and enjoy the life there.
2. His state of mind at the time of death, that is what thoughts and what desires were
predominant in his consciousness at the time of his death, decides in which direction the jiva will
travel and in what form it will appear again. For example if a person is thinking of his family and
children at the time of his death, very likely he will go the world of ancestors and will be born
again in that family. If a person is thinking of money matters at the time of his death, very likely
he will travel to the world of Vishnu and will be born as a merchant or a trader in his next birth. If
a person is thinking of evil and negative thoughts he will go to the lower worlds and suffer in the
hands of evil. His suffering may either reform him or push him deeper into evil depending upon
his previous samskaras( tendencies). If he is thinking of God at the time of his death, he will go
to the highest world.
3. The time of his death. The time and circumstances related to death are also important. For
example it is believed that if a person dies on a battlefield he will attain the heaven of the
warriors. If someone dies on a festival day or an auspicious day, while performing some puja or
bhajan in the house, he will go to heaven irrespective of his previous deeds.
4. The activities of his children, that is whether they performed the funeral rites in the prescribed
manner and satisfied the scriptural injunctions. There is a belief that if funeral rites are not
performed according to the tradition, it will delay the journey of the souls to their respective
worlds.
5. The grace of God. God in the form of a personal deity may often interfere with the fate of an
individual and change the course of his or her after life. We have instances where God rescued
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his devotees from the hands of the messengers of death and placed them in the highest heaven
in recognition of their meritorious deeds.

Belief in many heavens and hells
The early Vedic people believed in the existence of two worlds apart from ours, the world of
ancestors and that of gods. They called these worlds, bhur (earth), bhuva (moon) and svar (the
sun), which occupied the lower, the middle and the higher regions of the universe.

However the notion of rebirth of human beings was alien to the early Vedic people. In the
Rigveda there is no mention of rebirth or reincarnation. Once the souls departed from
here, they lived either in the world of ancestors or that of the gods for good. Their bodies
(tanus) were recreated in the higher worlds according to the merit they gained through
the sacrifices they performed whilst they were alive. The Vedic tradition of offering sacrifices
to one's ancestors support the Vedic belief that the ancestors would either stay in the ancestral
world or ascend to the heavenly world through the sacrifices of their descendants but would not
return to earth again. If their stay were temporary, the question of making annual offerings to
several generations of departed souls would not make much sense. A rudimentary concept of
rebirth can be traced in some early Upanishads, which repeatedly suggest that a father lives
through his son. While the body may perish, the Self does not because the knowledge and
energies of the father are transmitted to the eldest son. However with the integration of new
traditions into Vedic religion, the Hindu cosmology grew in complexity and so were the
theological explanations about afterlife and rebirth.

The Puranas and later Vedic literature speak of the existence of not one hell and one heaven
but of many sun filled worlds and many dark and demonic worlds. Apart from these, each of the
Trinity of gods has his own world, which is attained by their followers after death. Vaikunth is the
world of Vishnu, Kailash of Siva and Brahmalok of Brahman. Indralok, the standard heaven
(svar) of the Vedic religion remained as a temporary resting place for the pure souls.

Pitralok is the world of ancestors while Yamalok is the hell ruled by a god called Lord Yama,
who is also the ruler of the southern quarter, where impure souls are held temporarily and
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subject to pain and punishment till their bad karmas are exhausted. He is assisted by an
attendant, known as Chitragupt, a chronicler, who keeps a catalog of the deeds of all human
beings on earth and reads them out as the jivas stand in front of Yama in his court and await his
verdict.

According to Hindu scriptures, both heaven and hell are temporary resting places for the souls
from which they have to return to earth to continue their mortal existence once their karmas are
exhausted. But the same is not the case in case of liberated souls. Liberated souls are liberated
in the real sense. They are not bound to any place or condition or dimension.

Different schools of Hinduism offer different explanations about the status of a liberated soul.
According to the school of advaita (monism), when a soul is liberated it reaches the highest
world and becomes one with Brahman. Simply, it exists no more as an individual self.
According to other schools of thought, when a soul attains the highest world of Brahman or of
Vishnu or of Siva, it remains there permanently as a liberated soul savoring the company of the
Supreme Being and forever freed from the delusion of Prakriti or nature. It does not reunite with
Brahman completely. Some of them may at times incarnate again on their own accord to serve
humanity. But even then they would not be subject to the impurities of illusion, attachment and
karma. A liberated soul remains forever free and untainted even during the dissolution of the
worlds and the beginning of a new cycle of creation.

The purpose of heavens and hell
In the ultimate sense, the purpose of after life is neither to neither punish nor reward the souls,
but to remind them of the true purpose of their existence.

In the final analysis, the difference between heaven and hell is immaterial because both are part
of the great illusion that characterizes the whole creation. The difference is very much like the
difference between a good dream and a bad dream. It should not matter to soul whether it has
gone to a heaven or to some hell, because the soul is eternally pure and not subject to pain and
suffering. It is the residual jiva, that part which leaves the body and goes to the higher planes
after death, which is subject to the process of learning through pain and pleasure in the
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temporary worlds of heaven and hell. Once its learning is accomplished and the effects of its
previous karma is exhausted it returns to the earth to continue its existence.

A jiva, which goes to heaven, will enjoy the pleasures of heaven and in the end realizes that
seeking heavenly pleasures is not the ultimate goal since however intense these pleasures may
be, they would not last long.

A soul which falls into the darker world gets a taste of the horror of the evil it tried to promote on
earth, with a multiplier effect and with an intensity and severity that would make it realize the
horrors of evil.

Thus in either case, the purpose of heavens and hells is to impart an attitude of wisdom and
detachment to the souls. However, how far these lessons will leave their imprint upon the souls
and mold their future lives, we do not know because once they return to the earth
consciousness, because of the power of Maya, they may forget much of what they have learned
or unlearned and revert to their old ways. Hence the need for many lives and learning and
relearning the same lessons, till they become an integral part of a jiva's samskara (education).

During the Afterlife A soul can exist in many planes.

It is not necessary that after death a jiva should go to only one world. Depending upon its
activities on earth, it may stay in many worlds, one after another, before returning to the earth. It
may stay in some hellish worlds before moving to the heavenly worlds or vice versa. Whatever
may be the pattern, at the end of it, the soul should have learned some important lessons for its
further journey on earth. Hindu scriptures are not unanimous as to what happens to a soul after
it leaves this world. Vaishnavism, Saivism and Shaktism offer their own versions of soul's
journey into the higher world after death based upon their respective beliefs. In general they
suggest that after death devoted souls would go and live in the company of their chosen deities
and other pure souls. The Bhagavadgita declares that those who worship demigods would go to
them while those who worship the highest Brahman would go to Him only. The Puranas suggest
that Vishnu and Siva would rescue their devotees from the clutches of Yamaraj (Lord of hell) out
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of unbound love even if they committed terrible sins. This is a reward for devotion and a
reminder to all that they should surrender to God and remain devoted to Him. However the
scriptures are not clear as to how long the souls have to remain in the other worlds before they
reincarnate again. They also do not explain why we do not remember our past lives and what
causes this loss of memory. One explanation may be that memory is essentially a function of
the mind and that mind is recreated afresh each time a being incarnates. Whatever residual
memory and sense of identity the jiva carried after death is either exhausted in the other planes
along with its previous karma or further compressed beyond recognition before the jiva
incarnates again. So a jiva starts afresh with no burden of the past memories, except some
predominant memories and habits of thought and action that constitutes the main purpose of its
present incarnation. ......

The judgement is based essentially on how closely one adhered to one's duties in life,
they would be either punished or rewarded in their next life after reincarnation. Any attempt to
perform duties that are assigned to a higher caste will be dealt with severe punishment. Those
who performed their duties and performed good deeds would reincarnate into a higher class,
spending some time between lives in bliss in heaven, whereas those who did not follow the
rules of their caste and performed bad deeds in life were either reincarnated into lower classes
or lower lifeforms, such as animals, as well as sent to Naraka (the equivalent of Hell) and
tortured by various means between lives. There are several layers to Naraka, and people are
sent to different ones for different punishments based on the severity and nature of their
misdeeds in life. " end quote

Yama
Yama is the lord of death in Hinduism, first recorded in the Vedas. Yama belongs to an early
stratum of Indo-Iranian theology. In Vedic tradition Yama was considered to have been the first
mortal who died and espied the way to the celestial abodes, thus in virtue of precedence he
became the ruler of the departed. In some passages, however, he is already regarded as the
god of death.
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The central panel portrays the Hindu god Yama judges the dead. Other panels depict various realms/hells of
Naraka.

Yama is assisted by Chitragupta who is the book keeper who keeps who complete records of
actions of human beings on the earth, and it is based on these records that the reincarnation
body is decided whether it is as a superior or inferior organism, depending on their actions
(Karma). Thus Yama is the lord of justice and is referred to as Dharma Pala (keeper of justice)
Yama is regent of the south quarter and as such is called DAKSHINASAPATI. His abode is
named as YAMALYA on the south side of the earth and has an interesting legend around it.
This account is taken from the
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Mahabharata gives the details of how the court of judgment was created as an after thought by
Brahma.

Brahma had created the three worlds, viz. earth, heaven and the underworld. Then

he realized that a place for judgment and punishment of the wicked was missing in these three
worlds. He therefore asked the architect Vishwakarma to prepare a suitable place for this
purpose. Vishwakarma prepared a magnificent palace of Yama and opposite to its south door
he created four pits to punish the wicked. Three other doors were reserved for the entrance of
the good so that they might not see the place of punishment when they went to be judged.
Brahma named this palace Sanjivani. A wide trench filled with water goes round and fire floats
around the water. This trench is 800 miles in diameter.

Sin and their punishment in the hell according to Hinduism
The summary of twenty-eight hells described in the Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana are as
follows:
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Tamisra (darkness): It is intended for a person who grabs another's wealth, wife or children. In this dark realm, he is
bound with ropes and starved without food or water. He is beaten and reproached by Yamadutas till he faints.
Andhatamisra (blind-darkness): Here, a man – who deceives another man and enjoys his wife or children – is
tormented to the extent he loses his consciousness and sight. The torture is described as cutting the tree at its
roots.
Raurava (fearful or hell of rurus): As per the Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana, it is assigned for a
person who cares about his own and his family's good, but harms other living beings and is always envious of
others. The living beings hurt by such a man take the form of savage serpent-like beasts called rurus and torture
this person. The Vishnu Purana deems this hell fit for a false witness or one who lies.
Maharaurava (great-fearful): A person who indulges at the expense of other beings is afflicted with pain by fierce
rurus called kravyadas, who eat his flesh.
Kumbhipaka (cooked in a pot): A person who cooks animals and birds is cooked alive in boiling oil by Yamadutas
here, for as many years as there were hairs on the bodies of their animal victims.
Kalasutra (thread of Time/Death): The Bhagavata Purana assigns this hell to a murderer of a brahmin (the Hindu
priestly caste), while the Devi Bhagavata Purana allocates it for a person who disrespects his parents, elders,
ancestors or brahmins. This realm is made entirely of copper and extremely hot, heated by fire from below and the
red hot sun from above. Here, the sinner burns from within by hunger and thirst and the smouldering heat outside,
whether he sleeps, sits, stands or runs.
Asipatravana/Asipatrakanana (forest of sword leaves): The Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana
reserve this hell for a person who digresses from the religious teachings of the Vedas and indulges in heresy. The
Vishnu Purana states that wanton tree-felling leads to this hell. Yamadutas beat them with whips as they try to run
away in the forest where palm trees have swords as leaves. Afflicted with injury of whips and swords, they faint and
cry out for help in vain.
Shukaramukha (hog's mouth): It houses kings or government officials who punish the innocent or grant corporal
punishment to a Brahmin. Yamadutas crush him as sugar cane is crushed to extract juice. He will yell and scream
in agony, just as the guiltless suffered.
Andhakupa (well with its mouth hidden): It is the hell where a person who harms others with the intention of malice
and harms insects is confined. He is attacked by birds, animals, reptiles, mosquitoes, lice, worms, flies and others,
who deprive him of rest and compel him to run hither and thither.
Krimibhojana/Krimibhaksha (worm-food): As per the Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana, it is where
a person who does not share his food with guests, elders, children or the gods, and selfishly eats it alone, and he
who eats without performing the five yajnas (panchayajna) is chastised. The Vishnu Purana states that one who
loathes his father, Brahmins or the gods and who destroys jewels is punished here. This hell is a 100,000 yojana
lake filled with worms. The sinful person is reduced to a worm, who feeds on other worms, who in turn devour his
body for 100,000 years.
Sandansa/Sandamsa (hell of pincers): The Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana state that a person
who robs a Brahmin or steals jewels or gold from someone, when not in dire need, is confined to this hell.
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However, the Vishnu Purana tells the violators of vows or rules endure pain here. His body is torn by red-hot iron
balls and tongs.
Taptasurmi/Taptamurti (red-hot iron statue): A man or woman who indulges in illicit sexual relations with a woman
or man is beaten by whips and forced to embrace red-hot iron figurines of the opposite sex.
Vajrakantaka-salmali (the silk-cotton tree with thorns like thunderbolts/vajras): A person who has sexual intercourse
with animals or who has excessive coitus is tied to the Vajrakantaka-salmali tree and pulled by Yamadutas so that
the thorns tear his body.
Vaitarni/Vaitarna (to be crossed): It is a river that is believed to lie between Naraka and the earth. This river, which
forms the boundary of Naraka, is filled with excreta, urine, pus, blood, hair, nails, bones, marrow, flesh and fat,
where fierce aquatic beings eat the person's flesh. As per the Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana,
a person born in a respectable family – kshatriya (warrior-caste), royal family or government official – who neglects
his duty is thrown into this river of hell. The Vishnu Purana assigns it to the destroyer of a bee-hive or a town.
Puyoda (water of pus): Shudras (workmen-caste) and husbands or sexual partners of lowly women and prostitutes
– who live like animals devoid of cleanliness and good behaviour – fall in Puyoda, the ocean of pus, excreta, urine,
mucus, saliva and other repugnant things. Here, they are forced to eat these disgusting things.
Pranarodha (obstruction to life): Some Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaishyas (merchant caste) indulge in the sport of
hunting with their dogs and donkeys in the forest, resulting in wanton killing of animals. Yamadutas play archery
sport with them as the targets in this hell.
Visashana (murderous): The Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana mention that Yamadutas whip a
person, who has pride of his rank and wealth and sacrifices animals as a status symbol, and finally kill him. The
Vishnu Purana associates it with the maker of spears, swords, and other weapons.
Lalabhaksa (saliva as food): As per the Bhagavata Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana, a Brahmin, a Ksahtriya
or a Vaishya husband, who forces his wife to drink his semen out of lust and to enforce his control, is thrown in a
river of semen, which he is forced to drink. The Vishnu Purana disagrees stating that one who eats before offering
food to the gods, the ancestors or guests is brought to this hell.
Sarameyadana (hell of the sons of Sarama): Plunderers who burn houses and poison people for wealth, and kings
and other government officials who grab money of merchants, mass murder or ruin the nation, are cast into this
hell. Seven hundred and twenty ferocious dogs, the sons of Sarama, with razor-sharp teeth, prey on them at the
behest of Yamadutas.
Avici/Avicimat (waterless/waveless): A person, who lies on oath or in business, is repeatedly thrown head-first from
a 100 yojana high mountain whose sides are stone waves, but without water. His body is continuously broken, but it
is made sure that he does not die
Ayahpana (iron-drink): Anybody else under oath or a Brahmin who drinks alcohol is punished here. Yamadutas
stand on their chests and force them to drink molten-iron.
Ksarakardama (acidic/saline mud/filth): One who in false pride, does not honour a person higher than him by birth,
austerity, knowledge, behaviour, caste or spiritual order, is tortured in this hell. Yamadutas throw him head-first and
torment him.
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Raksogana-bhojana (food of Rakshasas): Those who practise human-sacrifice and cannibalism are condemned to
this hell. Their victims, in the form of Rakshasas, cut them with sharp knives and swords. The Rakshasas feast on
their blood and sing and dance in joy, just as the sinners slaughtered their victims.
Shulaprota (pierced by sharp pointed spear/dart): Some people give shelter to birds or animals pretending to be
their saviours, but then harass them poking with threads, needles or using them like lifeless toys. Also, some
people behave the same way to humans, winning their confidence and then killing them with sharp tridents or
lances. The bodies of such sinners, fatigued with hunger and thirst, are pierced with sharp, needle-like spears.
Ferocious carnivorous birds like vultures and herons tear and gorge their flesh.
Dandasuka (snakes): Filled with envy and fury, some people harm others like snakes. These are destined to be
devoured by five or seven hooded serpents in this hell.
Avata-nirodhana (confined in a hole): People who imprison others in dark wells, crannies or mountain caves are
pushed into this hell, a dark well engulfed with poisonous fumes and smoke that suffocates them.
Paryavartana (returning): A householder who welcomes guests with cruel glances and abuses them is restrained in
this hell. Hard-eyed vultures, herons, crows and similar birds gaze on them and suddenly fly and pluck his eyes.
Sucimukha (needle-face): An ever-suspicious man is always wary of people trying to grab his wealth. Proud of his
money, he sins to gain and to retain it. Yamadutas stitch thread through his whole body in this hell.
Though the Vishnu Purana mentions 28 hells, it gives information only about sinners condemned in 21 hells and
does not give details about the punishments. The hells described in the Vishnu Purana, but not in the Bhagavata
Purana and the Devi Bhagavata Purana are as follows:
Rodha (obstruction): A causer of abortion, a murderer of a cow, a plunderer or one who strangles a man is cast
here.
Sukara (hog): A murderer of a Brahmin, a stealer of gold or an alcoholic and those all associated with them fall into
this hell.
Tala (padlock): Murder of a Kshatriya or a Vaishya and adultery with wife of a religious leader leads here.
Taptakumbha (hot pots): Incest with sister and murderer of an ambassador results in torment in this hell.
Taptaloha (hot iron): A wife-seller, a jailer and one who abandons his followers is tortured here.
Mahajwala (great-fire): Incest with daughter or daughter-in-law brings one here.
Lavana (salt): One who vilifies his guru, people superior to them or the Vedas go to this hell.
Vimohana (the place of bewildering): A thief or those who despise prescribed observances are tormented here.
Krimisha (hell of insects): One who uses magic to harm others is condemned here.
Vedhaka (piercing): The maker of arrows is damned to this hell.
Adhomukha (head-inverted): He who takes bribes, an astrologer and he who worships improper objects is cast
here.
Púyaváha (where matter falls): A Brahmin who sells lac, meat, alcohol, salt; he who commits violence and he who
eats sweets without sharing falls in this hell.
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Rudhirándha (wells of blood): Wrestlers or boxers who commit violence for entertainment, fishermen, followers of
bastards, arsonists, poisoners, informants, fortune-tellers, traitors, those who have coitus on sacred taboo days and
those who live off their wives' prostitution are cast here.
Krishna (dark/black): A fraudster, a trespasser and one who causes impotence is cast into this hell.
Vahnijwala (fiery flame): Potters, hunters and shepherds are punished here.
Shwabhojana (food of dogs): A religious student who sleeps in the day and one who does not have spiritual
knowledge and learns it from children are damned here.
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SIKHISM

http://www.gurmat.info/sms/smspublications/introductiontosikhism2/chapter2.html#Top
Sikhism is a monotheistic religion founded during the 15th century in the Punjab region of the
Indian subcontinent, by Guru Nanak (1469–1539 AD). It was formed under the influence of
Islam and Hinduism.
Guru Nanak states, "The body takes birth because of karma, but salvation is attained through
grace".
"There is no Hindu, there is no Muslim - whose path shall I follow? I shall follow the path of
God."

Ek Onkar is the symbol that represents the "One Supreme Reality" or "One God."

"

Q29. What happens to the individual after death?

Human life is just a stage in the upward march of the soul. The individual has got birth as a
human being, after going through lower forms of life. Human life is the final stage in the soul's
progress to divinity. It is for us to make the most of this opportunity and thereby end our cycle of
transmigration.
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Death means the destruction of the physical self. The ashes and bone dust mix with the
elements. But the soul, which leaves the body, awaits a new dwelling. Just as a person casts off
worn-out garments and puts on other that are new, so the subtle soul casts off the worn-out
body and dwells in a new form. If there were no continuance of the soul after death, how could it
become perfect to merit union with the Almighty?

Sikhism believes in the immortality of the soul. The devotee has no fear of the pangs of death.
In fact he welcomes death, because it gives him a chance for the merger into Divinity. The evil
person, however, dreads death. For him, it will lead to the unending cycle of birth and death.
After death, man comes to the next birth according to what he deserves. If he has been wicked
and evil, he takes birth in the lower species. If he has done good deeds, he takes birth in a good
family. The cycle of birth and death keeps the soul away from Divinity. It can merge with God,
only if the individual, by spiritual effort, has amassed the capital of the Name (the Holy spirit as
understood by Christians) and thus lives with the Holy Spirit.

Guru Arjan in the Sukhmani dwells on the sad plight of the soul which is not endowed with the
Name. The soul in its lonely march through darkness can only find sustenance in the word of
God. Otherwise it feels the weariness and pain of isolation.

The soul, Jiva, is a part of God. It is deathless like Him. Before creation, it lived with God. After
Creation it takes bodily forms according to His Will. The soul is, however, nourished by virtue
and meditation on "The name". The transmigration of the soul can come to an end by meditation
and divine grace.

Q30. Is there a judgment?

Sikhism accepts the theory of Karma: That man is punished or rewarded according to his
actions. Man's actions in this world will bear witness at the time of judgment. The messengers of
the god of death, Yama, takes the individual to the god of justice, Dharam Raj, who is very strict
like a moneylender. The scribes of Chitra and Gupta who have written out the account are
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called forth to present the balance sheet of his actions. What does the balance-sheet show? It
contains a record of good and evil deeds.

The god of justice cannot be bribed or influenced. He is strict and impartial and exacts a clear
account. Certain faiths affirm that their prophets will plead for their followers in the court of
justice. Sikhism does not accept this idea. Man is responsible for his own actions and cannot
escape punishment through the intervention of a spiritual leader.

Perhaps the Gurus borrowed the old Puranic machinery of Dharam Raj and Chitra Gupta to
impress on the minds of people the need for righteous and noble actions. Guru Nanak says:
"According to one's action, one gets near to or distant from God". Elsewhere, the Guru affirms
that the judgment on man's actions determines the next birth or form for the individual's soul.
The best action in the world is to meditate on 'The Name'. This alone can earn salvation or
freedom from metempsychosis.

The law of Karma is inexorable. Man's life is a series of actions. According to Sikhism, "Conduct
is the paper, mind the inkpot; the good and the bad (virtue and vice) are both recorded thereon."
Man sows the wind and yet expects that no whirlwind will follow. Man's choice of action will
determine his future and next life. However by repentance, prayer and love, man earns God's
grace, which neutralizes his previous Karma. There is no accounting of Karma, for one who
surrenders himself to God. The true Sikh in a spirit of dedication and resignation invokes His
grace and mercy, thereby inducing God to exercise his prerogative of admitting an erstwhile
erring but now repentant soul, to His kingdom.
Q31. Is there a hell or heaven?
Man is judged according to his actions. If he has done evil deeds, he goes into lower forms of
life; if he has done noble deeds, he gets a human life again. The idea of hell and heaven is a
mere hypothesis. The picture of hell as a place of varied and terrible tortures is symbolic:
"There is a stream of fire from which comes poisonous flames.
There is none else there except the self.
The waves of the ocean of fire are aflame.

108

RESURRECTIONS AND JUDGMENTS
M.M.NINAN

And the sinners are burning in them."
(A.G. p 1026)

Shaikh Farid tells us that hell is a burning lake resounding with terrible cries. It may be added
that the result of a sinful life is its adverse effect on character from which ultimately comes
suffering and torment. In short, to be in hell is to be out of the presence of God.
Similarly there is no actual place called heaven. Sikhism does not regard the winning of a place
in heaven as a worthy object. The old Indian concept of heaven is of a beautiful place providing
all sorts of comforts and luxuries. The devotee is neither afraid of hell nor anxious to go to
heaven. In a way, hell and heaven are conditions of mind. The virtuous man is happy and
contented, as if he is living in heaven.
The concept of hell and heaven is just a rough illustration for clarifying the doctrine of Karma.
Hell and heaven refer to evil or good stages of life respectively and they can be lived here and
now in our earthly existence. According to Guru Arjan, "Wherever the praises of God are sung,
there verily is heaven." Likewise, the society of the wicked is a hell. The condition of an average
man is described thus: "Like birds that flock in the evening on a tree, flutter with pleasure and
pain, scan the skies morning and evening, wandering everywhere, driven by hunger. So the soul
of man wanders and suffers on earth." The worldly man eats, enjoys and sleeps, unmindful of
the higher things of life. He is free, and perhaps, may choose wrongly.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Great White Throne Judgment

The Great White Throne Judgment
11 Then I saw a Great White Throne, and Him who was sitting on it. The Earth
and its skies (heavens) fled away from His presence, and there was no place
found for them to hide. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before
Revelation
God, and the books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the
Chapter 20:11Book of Life, and the dead were judged according to their works, by the things,
15
which are recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead which were in it;
and Death and Hades delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged, each one, according to what they have done. 14 Then Death and
Hades were cast into the Lake of Fire, which is the second death. 15 Anyone
not found written in the Book of Life shall be cast into the Lake of Fire.
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The Great White Throne is the final judgment. There seems to be a lot of misunderstanding
about who is being judged. Since we have already seen that the believers who has taken
refuge in Christ are already judged and rewarded, they were made perfect and joined with the
Son of God as his wife and they become one. Jesus came back to the earth to rule it for a long
time called Millennium as a period of ideal rule. During this time Satan was bound giving the
people of the world another chance of perfect freewill
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The Great White Throne Judgment will occur after The Rapture, the 7 years of Tribulation,
Armageddon and at the end of the 1,000 year Millennial Reign of Christ upon the Earth. At the
end of the war of Armageddon the Antichrist and the False Prophet will be thrown into the Lake
of Fire (Revelation 19:20). This is followed by 1,000 years of the Millennial Reign under rule of
Jesus and his wife on throne in earth. Apparently the capital of earth during the millennial reign
is in from the city of God, which is a cube which goes round the earth. John sees the city
coming down from heaven, but it never lands on earth.

In Revelation 20:11-15, John does not directly identify by name the occupant of the throne. In
Revelation, "The one who sits on the throne" does not directly identify the judge. It obviously is
God. But the person is identified in John 5:22:
"Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son".
Paul also identifies the judge as Jesus Christ.
Romans 2:16 "This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through
Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares."
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Jesus separating people at the Last Judgment, by Fra Angelico, 1432-1435.
This is how Jesus himself describes the final judgment.

The Sheep and the Goats
31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his

glorious throne.

32

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on
his right and the goats on his left.
34

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.

35

For I was

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in,

36

I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and

you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or

thirsty and give you something to drink?

38

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or

needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
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40

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
41

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal

fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

42

For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I

was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,

43

I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I

needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after
me.’
44

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing

clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
45

“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did

not do for me.’
46

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Mat.25: 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on
his glorious throne.
Thus the judge on the White Throne is Jesus the Son, God.

"Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in their graves will hear His
[Christ's] voice" (John 5:28).
Unbeliever's souls will be called up from Hades by God and will be reunited with the remains of
their Earthly bodies as they are judged at The Great White Throne Judgment. After death, the
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soul continues to exist. Before the resurrection, the soul of the believer is in the presence of God
awaiting eternal reward. The soul of the unbeliever is in Hades awaiting final judgment.

Resurrection of the just and unjust.
SECOND RESURRECTION

End of
Millennial
Kingdom

Unbelieving
Dead

Before the Great White Throne Judgment .
At the end of the millennial reign of Christ, consist of all of the
unbelieving dead. They will be separated into two groups: sheep to the
right who are gathered later and the goats to left condemned into the
Lake of Fire.
Then follow Ages after Ages.

Rev.
20:1115

Daniel 12:2 "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame [and] everlasting contempt."
John 5:29 "And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation."
Acts 24:15 "And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust."

But there is one major difference between the ones in the first resurrection and those in the
general resurrection. The ones in the first resurrection will be raised incorruptible, but the ones
in the general resurrection will not be raised incorruptible. In other words, they have a
corruptible body still under the law of entropy.

They don't have the Divine dimension of

existence, which the bride of Christ attained through faith in Christ.
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(1) Goats eat trash.
(2) Goats are arrogant.
(3) Goats are aggressive against others.
(4) Goats jump the fence regularly.
(5) Goats are always in a bad mood.

Judged according to their works
Those standing before the Throne come from all walks of life but are now being judged on the
basis of their works. The judgment is based on what occurs in the books, which record their
works, and whether their names are in the Book of Life.
Revelation 20:12-13 "And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man according to their works."
Ecclesiastes 12:14 "For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether [it be] good, or whether [it be] evil."
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Each person writes his or her own book of life. I can still change what is written in the book of
life for today and for the future, as long as I have life. Evidently it is not something pre-destined,
but is dependent on how each person handled the life within his or her limits of freedom.
Romans 2:5-6 "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath
against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to
every man according to his deeds:"

Here are the criteria on which mankind is judged:
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
For
•

I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,

•

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,

•

I was a stranger and you invited me in,

•

I needed clothes and you clothed me,

•

I was sick and you looked after me,

•

I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

We see that the judgment is based on three basic acts righteousness
Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good and what does the Lord require of
you?
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To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me."

The Book of Life

In both Christianity and Judaism, the Book of Life (Hebrew: ספר החיים, Sefer HaChaim; Greek:
βιβλίον τῆς ζωῆς Biblíon tēs Zōēs) is the book in which God records the names of every person
who is destined for Heaven or the World to Come.
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•

According to the Talmud it is open on Rosh Hashanah, as is its analog for the wicked, the
Book of the Dead. For this reason extra mention is made for the Book of Life during
Amidah recitations during the Days of Awe, the ten days between Rosh Hashanah, the
Jewish new year, and Yom Kippur, the day of atonement.

.
•

In the Old Testament, the Book of Life is the book or muster-roll of God, in which all the
people who are considered righteous before God are recorded forever. God has such a
book, and to be blotted out of it, signifies death. The Psalmist likewise speaks of the
Book of Life in which only the names of the righteous are written "and from which the
unrighteous are blotted out". Even the tears of men are recorded in this Book of God.
"Every one that shall be found written in the book . . . shall awake to everlasting life".
This book is probably identical with the "Book of Remembrance" in which are recorded
the deeds of those that fear the Lord.

•

The Book of Jubilees speaks of two heavenly tablets or books: a Book of Life for the
righteous, and a Book of Death for those that walk in the paths of impurity and are written
down on the heavenly tablets as adversaries (of God).

•

In Dan. vii. 10 and Enoch xlvii. 3 "the Ancient of Days" is described as seated upon His
throne of glory with "the Book" or "the Books of Life" ("of the Living") opened before Him.

•

So are, according to Enoch civ. 1, the righteous "written before the glory of the Great
One,"

•

and, according to Enoch cviii. 3, the transgressors "blotted out of the Book of Life and out
of the books of the holy ones."
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•

To this Book of Life reference is made also in Hermas (Vision i. 3; Mandate viii.;
Similitude ii.);

•

in Rev. iii. 5, xiii. 8, xvii. 8, xx. 12-15, where "two Books" are spoken of as being "opened
before the throne, the Book of Life, and the Book of Death, in which latter the unrighteous
are recorded together with their evil deeds, in order to be cast into the lake of fire."

•

It is the Book of Life in which the apostles' names are "written in heaven" (Luke x. 20), or
"the fellow-workers" of Paul (Phil. iv. 3), and "the assembly of the first-born" (Heb. xii. 23;
compare I Clem. xlv.).

•

To these Books of Records allusion is made also in Enoch lxxxi. 4, lxxxix. 61-77, xc. 1720, xcviii. 76, civ. 7; Apoc. Baruch, xxiv. 1; Ascensio Isa. ix. 20.

Here we see three groups of people:
1. Those who have joined with the Son as one body who has already received the undecaying
bodies because they have attained theosis being married and joined together with Jesus.
2. The Righteous whose names are written in the book of the lamb even though they were not
believers and were not part of the body of Christ. These come from all periods in human
history. Here are some of the verses that support this:
Matthew 11:21-24 "Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you; it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the Day of
Judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go
down to the depths if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it
would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the
Day of Judgment than for you."

In the above passage, Jesus himself explained that the people who heard His message and
rejected it would be subjected to greater condemnation than the sinners of The Old Testament
who lived in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. " The men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked
and sinful against the Lord" (Genesis: 13:13). Yet Jesus says that they were better off than
those who rejected Christ.
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(Matthew: 12:41). "The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah
is here" The Ninevites were not believers in Christ. Yet they were counted among the saved
because they repented of their sins. No Christ, yet saved.

Matthew: 12:42 . "The queen of the South [i.e., the Queen of Sheba] will rise up in the judgment
with this generation and condemn it for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon, and indeed a greater than Solomon is here" The Queen of Sheba and Solomon
lived almost a thousand years earlier. But again, Jesus says she will rise with those who lived in
Jesus' day.

Again Apostle Paul says, "And so all Israel will be saved" (Romans:11:26). How can that
happen when so many of them never even had the opportunity to hear about the cross?
Ezekiel 37 says also "The whole house of Israel" will be part of a great resurrection in the future.
It is these righteous people who are not Christians who will form the second group. These
people do not join the body of Christ right away. But they are the people who form the group on
the right hand side of Christ.

What is the destiny of the righteous?
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 Good News Translation (GNT)
The Destiny of the Righteous
"But righteous people are protected by God and will never suffer torment. It is a foolish
mistake to think that righteous people die and that their death is a terrible evil. They leave us,
but it is not a disaster. In fact, the righteous are at peace.

It might appear that they have

suffered punishment, but they have the confident hope of immortality. Their sufferings were
minor compared with the blessings they will receive. God has tested them, like gold in a furnace,
and found them worthy to be with him. He has accepted them, just as he accepts the sacrifices,
which his worshipers burn on the altar.
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When God comes to reward the righteous, they will blaze out against the wicked like fire in dry
straw. They will rule over nations and peoples, and the Lord will be their king forever. Those
who have put their trust in God will come to understand the truth of his ways. Those who have
been faithful will live with him in his love, for he is kind and merciful to the ones whom he has
chosen "
Psalm 37:28-30 For the LORD loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; they are
preserved forever, but the descendants of the wicked will be cut off. The righteous will inherit
the land and dwell in it forever. The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue
speaks justiceO
Matthew 5: 5 And seeing the multitudes, He went up onto a mountain; and when He was set,
His disciples came unto Him. And He opened His mouth and taught them, saying,
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.
Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Obviously Jesus is not talking about the Christians. We are talking about the poor in spirit, they
that mourn, they that are meek, they that hunger and thirst for righteousness, pure in heart,
peace makers and those that are persecuted for righteousness sake. It is these that received
mercy at the white throne being the sheep. They will inherit the earth under the rule Christ and
his Queen.

Malachi 3:16 "Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened
and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared
the LORD and honored his name."
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John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

Since there is no way to enter into the Divine dimensions except through the body of Jesus,
through the veil which was broken for those who will enter because of the death and
resurrection of Jesus even those who were found worthy of the Kingdom will have to make their
own choice and enter through the gate into the new dimension from which man was thrown out
because of their sin.
Hebrews 10:19 - 22 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that
is, His flesh and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water.O
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Remember these are resurrected people with material bodies. But since they have not entered
through the gate of Christ has not received their transformed body. This is a resurrection not
reincarnation. They carry their hard disk of memories and personality with them.

This is why those who are separated to the right have to wait till they have the option to choose
the way back to the divine realm. So they do not directly go to heaven but remain on earth in
body and take the way back. They will eventually get to be part of the body of Christ each in
their order.

Matthew 25:31-33
“When the Son of Man shall come in His glory and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of
His glory. And before Him shall be gathered all nations, and
He shall separate them one from another as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.
And He shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.
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Revelation 20:15
"And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."
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The lake of fire is a punishment of everlasting torment prepared for Satan, his angels and all
who refuse the gift of eternal life through the Lord Jesus.
There are two interpretations for the "lake of fire":
•

commonly accepted and traditional interpretation is that the "lake of fire" is that it is
symbolic of eternal pain as punishment for wickedness.

•

The second interpretation is contained in the statement that it is the "second death"
which can be simply annihilation or ceasing to exist for the goat on the left hand side,
opposite of eternal life of the sheep on the right hand side.

http://bibletruth4u.com

Verses to show eternal punishment as lake of fire:
Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels."
We should note that after the white throne judgment, all humans condemned to the lake of fire
have bodies since they stood before the throne with their bodies. As such this lake of fire must
be in the material dimension. Where in the material realm is this we do not know. What we are
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assured is that the shepherd will separate the Sheep from the Goats. Without love of justice,
without mercy and humbleness, the Goats will make their lives a hell of fire.
Christian Theology by Millard J. Erickson, states:- “Throughout life, a person says to God, in
effect, “Leave me alone.” Hell, the absence of God, is God’s simply giving that person at last
what he or she has always asked for? It is not God, but one’s own choice that sends a person to
hell.”
In Vatican on July 28, 1999, John Paul II told a gathering that hell is “a situation in which one
finds oneself after freely and definitively withdrawing from God, the source of life and joy.” The
Pope said people must be very careful in interpreting the biblical descriptions of hell—the
“inextinguishable fire” and “the burning oven”—, which he said are symbolic and metaphorical.
These picture phrases are meant to “indicate the complete frustration and vacuity of a life
without God”
As opposed to the idea of eternal fire there are Verses that show lake of fire as second
death:
Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell."
Revelation 20:14 "Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire."
Jehovah's Witnesses interpret the "lake of fire" and "second death" of the Book of Revelation as
referring to a complete and definitive annihilation of those cast into it.
Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord."
2 Peter 2:6 If by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them
to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly
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Symbolism of Fire
Basanizo/Basanismos
A confusion exists in the term used for "tormented"
In Revelation 14:10, and Revelation 20:10 the word “basanizo” is translated as “tormented”
(past tense verb)
In Revelation 14:11, the word “basanismos” is translated as “torment” (noun)
Both these words come from the root “basanos,” which is defined by Strong’s as “a touchstone.”
Webster defines the word “touchstone” as:
“1. A stone by which metals are examined; a black, smooth, glossy stoneO
2. Any test or criterion by which the qualities of a thing are tried; as money, the touchstone of
common honesty.”
Thus the definition of the Greek word that was translated as “torment,” not only has nothing to
do with eternal conscious torment, but it is actually a process that tests purity. So we can see
that to be tormented in these verses is compared to being rubbed upon a touchstone.
A good contextual scriptural definition of the word “basanizo” can be found in II Peter 2:8:
“For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed [basanizo] his
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds”
This passage talks about Lot dwelling in Sodom. In this verse, we see that Lot, even though he
is called “righteous,” receives the same “torment” that those in the “lake of fire” receive. Of
course, as we can see, Lot’s righteous soul is only being tested, and is not receiving eternal
conscious torment
"For whom the Lord loves He Chastens, and....Scourges every son whom He receives "
(Heb. 12:6)
Luke 19:10
"For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost."

Eternity?
The concept of “eternity” is something that can be expected to be confused by the human mind.
There are many theories about what “eternity” is. Some theories say eternity is “never ending
time” Others seem to define it as “timelessness.” Since time is experienced only when changes
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take place, timelessness would imply that everything cease to change. It would also mean the
knowing personality cease to exist. In fact it is equivalent to non-existence. Such a definition
would imply that man merged with God and cease to exist outside of God. As such ages after
ages define the history much better.

Ages has a beginning and an end
“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
[aion] began” (II Timothy 1:9).
“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world [aion] are come” (I Corinthians 10:11).
It is simply a period of time
See also Revelation 18:18 and Revelation 19:3.

Aionios

also do not represent eternity.

Aionios is "aion" + "ios." Aion means age. The suffix -ios means pertaining to or relating to. So,
aion-ios properly means "pertaining to aion" or more simply "relating to an age."
In " A discussion of the doctrines of the endless misery and universal salvation : in an epistolary
correspondence (1840), Alexander Campbell, and Dolphus Skinner says:
"The word “ever” in Revelation 14:11; 20:10; 22:5 was translated from the word “aion.” “Aion” is
defined by Strong as “an age.” ....
Again the word do not really define eternity but indicates a long period of time.
Eis tous aionios ton aionion which literally means:

"into the age of the ages"

All of humanity became lost because of the sin of the First Adam, but all of humanity will be
made alive, saved, because of the loving sacrifice of the Last Adam, Jesus Christ.
Thus the arguments against an eternal hell fire stands on feeble grounds. This fits the definition
of God as Love also.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

ALL WILL BE MADE ALIVE
Soon after the Great White Throne and the ages after ages one last event is scheduled
Revelation 20:14
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

In this way, the word of the Apostle Paul will be fulfilled:
1 Corinthians 15:26
"The last enemy shall be destroyed is death."
Death to man came as a result of his being expelled from the Divine dimension as sons of God.
Only those who are in the Divine realm remain deathless. So the destroy death all man will have
to attain theosis. It is not done in this age, or in the age to come. But the love of God for his
Sons will wait for the return of the Prodigal Sons. It does not matter how many ages it will take.
Mean while the Karma of the free willed sons will continue to pursue them. But they will all be
finally saved and death will be destroyed. How many ages will it take? Till eternity? Till time is
no more?
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THEN COMETH THE END
1 Corinthian 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,
even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
Eventually all will come home
The Last Enemy destroyed is death
1 Corinthian 15:26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For he hath put all things
under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted,
which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then
shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all
in all.

1 Corinthians 15:22-23
"For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.
But each one in his own order."
Since Christ provided the way to enter the dimensions of the divine anyone can enter into the
immortal realm through the body of Christ. Each enter in their own order.
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John 11: Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live
even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.
Rom. 6:9: “knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him.”
So Jesus says:
Rev. 1:18: "I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I
have the keys of Hades and of Death.”
It is this process eventually all will be saved not all at once, not in one age, but each will enter
into the original state of man in the image of God in their own order as the age after age, love
will eventually win over even the worst belligerent. Some will take more time than others. Even
the Prodigal will finally arrive.

There has to be a transformation of the body when any one enter the Spiritual Realm. His
material body now transcends material law of decay and death into life into ages after ages. As
long as each one is connected to the infinities of God's life giving Spirit, death will have no
domain over than. There is an inexhaustable supply of life and love through the sacrifice of the
life giving Spirit. But there will be always the possibility that one can isolate himself with ego
and declare there independence as Lucifer and Adam did. Then the law of isolated domain
demands eventual death to them.
Joel 2:28-29 - "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young
men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My
Spirit in those days."

Romans 8:22-23 - For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs
together until now. Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

1 Corinthians 15:54-55
"So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
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Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory?"
Revelation 21:4
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed
away."

133

RESURRECTIONS AND JUDGMENTS
M.M.NINAN

134

