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I
MEANING OF REVELATION

Revelation [ˌrɛvəˈleɪʃən]
n
1. the act or process of disclosing something previously secret or obscure, especialy
something true
2. a fact disclosed or revealed, especialy in a dramatic or surprising way
3. (Christianity / Ecclesiastical Terms) (Christian Religious Writings / Bible) Christianity
a. God's disclosure of his own nature and his purpose for mankind, especialy through the
words of human intermediaries
b. something in which such a divine disclosure is contained, such as the Bible
[from Church Latin revēlātiō from Latin revēlāre to REVEAL]
Revelation
noun

(Concise Encyclopedia)

Transmission of knowledge from a god or gods to humans.
In the Western monotheistic religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, revelation is
the basis of religious knowledge. Humans know God and his will because God has
chosen to reveal himself to them. He may communicate with his chosen servants through
dreams, visions, or physical manifestations and may inspire prophets who relay his
message to the people. His will may also be translated directly into writing through the
handing down of divine law (e.g., the Ten Commandments) or scripture (e.g., the Bible
and the Qur'an). Other religions emphasize “cosmic” revelation, in which any and all
aspects of the world may reveal the nature of a single underlying divine power (e.g.,
Brahman in the Vedas).
Revelation may be defined as the communication of some truth by God to a rational
creature through means which are beyond the ordinary course of nature.
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The truths revealed may be such as are otherwise inaccessible to the human mind —
mysteries, which even when revealed, the intellect of man is incapable of fully
penetrating. But Revelation is not restricted to these. God may see fit to employ
supernatural means to affirm truths, the discovery of which is not per se beyond the
powers of reason. The essence of Revelation lies in the fact that it is the direct speech of
God to man. The mode of communication, however, may be mediate. Revelation does
not cease to be such if God's message is delivered to us by a prophet, who alone is the
recipient of the immediate communication. Such in brief is the account of Revelation
given in the Constitution "De Fide Catholica" of the Vatican Council. The Decree
"Lamentabili" (3 July, 1907), by its condemnation of a contrary proposition, declares that
the dogmas which the Church proposes as revealed are "truths which have come down to
us from heaven" (veritates e coelo delapsoe) and not "an interpretation of religious facts
which the human mind has acquired by its own strenuous efforts" (prop., 22).
Possibility of revelation
The possibility of Revelation as above explained has been strenuously denied from
various points of view during the last century.
•

Rationalists (under this class we include both Deist and Agnostic writers).
Those who adopt this standpoint rely in the main on two fundamental objections:
they either urge
that the miraculous is impossible, and
that Revelation involves miraculous interposition on the part of the Deity;
or they appeal to the autonomy of reason, which it is maintained can only
accept as truths the results of its own activities.
Do you believe in the kind of miracles that defy explanation, like an ax head
floating in water, or the rotation of the earth stopping for a full day or reversing
by ten degrees, or someone reviving after having been dead? Those kinds of
miracles tend to make skeptics of all of us. The very nature of miracles is that
they defy the laws of nature and physics. Ax heads don’t float; they sink. The
earth never stops spinning; it continues its consistent rotation so that we are able
to precisely measure time. It only rotates one direction; it never goes backward.
And dead people stay dead.

Miracles, by definition, are “supernatural” or beyond nature. For this reason, atheists and
evolutionists cannot accept the miraculous. If there is no God who created the cosmos
with all its laws and lives in dimensions which are not known to man, then the laws of
Physics are God and I am sure they know where they come from.
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Catholic Encyclopaedia gives three errors in denying direct revelation of God to Man
•

•

•

The view of Anton Guenther (1783-1863). This writer denied that Revelation
could include mysteries strictly so-called, inasmuch as the human intellect is
capable of penetrating to the full all revealed truth. He taught, further, that the
meaning to be attached to revealed doctrines is undergoing constant change as
human knowledge grows and man's mind develops; so that the dogmatic
formulæ which are now true will gradually cease to be so.
The Modernist view (Loisy, Tyrrell). According to this school, there is no such
thing as Revelation in the sense of a direct communication from God to man.
The human soul reaching up towards the unknowable God is ever endeavouring to
interpret its sentiments in intellectual formulæ . The formulæ it thus frames are
our ecclesiastical dogmas. These can but symbolize the Unknowable; they can
give us no real knowledge regarding it.
Pragmatist view of M. Leroy ("Dogme et Critique", Paris, 2nd ed. 1907). Like
the Modernists, he sees in revealed dogmas simply the results of spiritual
experience, but holds their value to lie not in the fact that they symbolize the
Unknowable, but that they have practical value in pointing the way by which we
may best enjoy experience of the Divine.
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https://www.facebook.com/atheistsiitm

Scientists continue experimentations and study the cosmos because they know
there is more than what they already know. But not all scientists realise it. Here
is one:

"The Big Bang and the subsequent expansion of the Universe did not need God to set it
off" 'The missing link in cosmology is the nature of dark matter and dark energy,' the LA
Times reported Hawking as saying.
•

Immanentists. To this class may be assigned all those whose objections are
based on Kantian and Hegelian doctrines as to the subjective character of all our
knowledge.
The views of these writers frequently involve a purely pantheistic doctrine. But
even those who repudiate pantheism, in place of the personal God, Ruler, and
Judge of the world, whom Christianity teaches, substitute the vague notion of the
"Spirit" immanent in all men, and regard all religious creeds as the attempts of the
human soul to find expression for its inward experience. Hence no religion,
whether pagan or Christian, is wholly false; but none can claim to be a message
from God free from any admixture of error. (Cf. Sabatier, "Esquisse", etc., Bk.
I, cap. ii.) Here too the autonomy of reason is invoked as fatal to the doctrine of
4
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Revelation properly so called. In the face of these objections, it is evident that the
question of the possibility of Revelation is at present one of the most vital
portions of Christian apologetic.
http://evolvingthoughts.net/author/jswilkins/ gives the following four possibilities:

Deism: God sets the world going and stands back.

Traditional creationism: God created things in time.

Occasionalism: God creates each finite event at each moment, so that causation is a series
of divinely chosen events.

Leibnizianism (after Leibniz, who held that God created the best of all possible worlds):
God chooses a world to create (from start to finish, hence referred to as a “block”
5
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universe) in which every event that occurs in that universe is part of a larger providential
plan (including chance events).
These four possibilities are, I think, exhaustive of the theist options.
One of the important error in tha above concept is the unstated assumption that God is
totally the other from the creation. The problem here is, where did he create to begin
with unless there was an out side of God. In the Jewish theology, God created a space
within himself where he created all creation and gave them an independent existence and
gave the sentient beings the freedom of will, yet He is immanent in them all. Thus even
the creation form part of the body of God. See my study on this subject in “Cosmos: the
body of God”

Once the existence of a personal God is established, the very fact of immanence gives the
possibility of intercommunication and Revelation. Thus God is immanent and also
transcendant. The picture fits the relationship between Jesus and the Church as that of a
Person.
The church is the body of Christ. A body is a living organism. Just like our physical
bodies are made up of different parts such as hands, legs, ears and eyes. So is the body of
Christ made up of different parts. Each part is essential to the proper functioning and
growth of the body. Christ himself is one person in the Trinity – the God head and the
Church is a special part of the Body of God in His fullness made for a purpose.
1 Corinthians 12:12-20
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit. For in fact the body is not one member but many. If the foot should
say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? And
6
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if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not
of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole
were hearing, where would be the smelling? But now God has set the members, each one
of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would
the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.
Thus the picture of a person gives us the elaborate analogy of how God is related to the
creation. While each part of the creation is often linked with independence and freedom,
the head controls and often takes over the part for growth and healing when necessary.
Just as the brain communicates with the organs and each part of the body communicates
together through nerves and blood supply apart from the five senses involved in the
interpersonal communication, God communicates to each and every part of the creation
in ways that are different – some of which are beyond our comprehension. The fact
remains that the whole creation is interconnected and in constant intercommunication
whether we recognize them or not. Some are more in tune with these media and can
receive and respond than others.

Sin has separated man from God. We have damaged our reception channels in the
assertion of selfish egoism and acts of isolating ourself from the system.
Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden
his face from you, so that he will not hear.
The act of one person affects all the other persons just as the act of selfishness in a
community destroys all others. If we put a community in an isolated island with all
amenities as an experiment, it is sufficient for one person to take over control for
selfishness to destroy the community. Greed, Power, Accumulation are the effects of the
sin. This destroys. You only have to see the TV episode of the Survivor in abc to
understand the extreme effect of sin.
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Man by the abuse of his free will has got disconnected from God in many ways. Yet
every creature is part of the body of God and God is pained when they do not perform in
synchronized way. God therefore gets himself directly involved and often sets up new
means of touching and talking to them. Incarnation was the ultimate act in this direction
where, God himself come down as part of the organ and heals the sickness.
The basic Christian understanding of God is “God is Love”. This necessitate the direct
involvement of God and all efforts on God’s part to take care of his children. The
attempt in all these interpretation is to deny any possibility of God communicating to
Man other than through Rational Thought and Intellectual analysis. This error is
condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in De Fide Cath., cap. ii, can. ii. "If any one
shall say that it is impossible or that it is inexpedient that man should be instructed
regarding God and the worship to be paid to Him by Divine revelation — let him be
anathema."
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II

PROPHETS AND PROPHECY
Prophets and Prophecy are a common factor in all religions. It is not to be interpreted as
predestined events but as a foretelling what will be based on the current trends. It is an
attempt at extrapolation. As such no predestination is intended and is delivered simply as
a caution to avoid tragedies.
Unger writes:
According to I Samuel 9:9 the prophet was in earlier Israel commonly called a ro’eh, that
is one who perceives that which does not lie I the realm of natural sight or hearing.
Another early designation of similar etymology was a hozeh “one who sees
supernaturally” (II Samuel 24:11). Later the Hebrew seer was more commonly called a
nabhi’ (I Samuel 9:9). This popular name is to be related the Accadian nabu, “to call or
announce,” either passively, as Albright (From the Stone Age to Christianity, 1940, pp.
231 ff.), “one who is called” (by God), or actively with Koenig (Hebraeisches and
Aramaeisches Woerterbuch zum Alten Testament, 1936, p. 260), “an announcer” (for), or
preferably with Guillaume (Prophecy and Divination, 1938, pp. 112f), who construes the
term to mean that the prophet is the passive recipient of a message manifest in his
condition as well as in his speech, and is “one who is in the state of announcing a
message which has been given to him” (by God).
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CHART OF PROPHETS IN THE BIBLE
By Richard P. Bailey – October 2011
This is a very well researched detailed chart by Bailey unmatched for details and
description.
# of
God's
Appea
rances
Many

# of
God's
Speaking
3

0

1

1

0

Many 1

1

Many 3

2

0

1

0

4

8

0

0

1

0

1, 2 Adam*& Eve

E

3

E

4

Cain, son of
Adam
Enoch

# of
Books times
Written mentioned
31
(& 5)
20

C

-

12

5

NOAH

C

-

53

6

Job

B

-

56

7

ABRAHAM

C

-

308

8

Melchizedek
(pre-incarnate
Christ ?)
Hagar (*)
Ishmael’s
mother
Lot
nephew of
Abraham
Abimelech
Rebekah
Isaac

A
(or C)

11

H

-

12

Gen. 16:7-14; 21:17-18
(16:1-16; 21:8-21; 25:12)

1

2

0

H

-

37

1

1

E
E
C

-

17
31
131

1
1
2

0
0
0

14 JACOB /
ISRAEL

C

-

372

6

0

15 Laban
16 JOSEPH

E
C

-

54
217

1
3

0
0

17 MOSES,
“The Man of
God”

B

Genesis, 935
Exodus,
Leviticus

Gen. 19:12-22 (Gen. 11:27,31;
1
12:4,5; 13:1-13; 14:1-16; 18:1719:38; Luke 17:28; 2 Peter 2:7)
Gen. 20:3-7 (Gen. 20:1-18)
0
Gen. 25:21-23 (Gen. 24:1 to 27:46) 0
Gen. 26:2-5,24; 27:27-29,39,40 (Gen. 2
17:15 to 28:8; 35:27,28)
Gen. 28:12-15; 31:3,11-13; 32:1,24- 3
30; 35:9-13; 48:15,16,20,21; 49:2-27
(Gen. 25:21 to 50:18)
Gen. 31:24,29,42 (24:29 to 32:4)
0
Gen. 37:5-11; 40:8-19; 41:15-39;
0
50:24,25 (Gen. 30:22-24; 37:2 to
50:26; Ex. 13:19; Josh. 24:32)
multiple references from Ex. 3:2-4:17 5
to Deut. 34:1-4; note especially Num.
12:6-8

100+

27

Name

9

10

11
12
13

Type

References
Gen. 1:28-30; 2:16,17; 3:9-20
(Gen. 1:26 to 5:5)
Gen 4:6,7,9-15
(Gen. 4:1-25; Hebrews 11:4)
Jude 14,15
(Gen. 5:18-24; Heb 11:4,5)
Gen. 6:8,9,13-21; 7:1-4; 8:15-17;
9:1-17; Ezek. 14:14,20; Heb. 11:7
(Gen. 5:29 to 10:1)
Job 1:8; 2:3; 38:1 to 42:6; Ezek.
14:14,20; Ezek 14:14,20; James 5:11
(Job 1:1 to 42:17)
Gen. 12:1-7; 13:14-17; 14:18-20;
15:1-21; 17:1-22; 18:1-33; 20:7;
21:12-13; 22:1,2,15-18; Acts 7:2-3
(Gen. 11:26 to 25:10)
Gen. 14:18-20; Heb. 7:1-17
(Genesis 14:13-24; Heb. 7:1-17)
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18 Aaron

E

19 Miriam (*),
E
sister of Moses
-- 70 Elders
G
20 Balaam,
J
son of Beor
21 Balaam’s
donkey
22 JOSHUA,
son of Nun

,
Numbers
,
Deuteron
omy
Psalm 90
334

-

15

-

5
63

K

-

15

C or
B

(Joshua 200
?)

23 Deborah,
C
prophetess
24 Barak,
E
son of Abinoam
25 “A Prophet”
E
26 Gideon (*),
C
Jerub-Baal, son
of Joash
27 Jotham,
E
Gideon’s son
28 Manoah & wife, H
parents of
Samson
29 Samson, son of C
Manoah

(Ex. 2:1 to Deut. 34:12)

Ex. 4:27; 6:13,26; 7:1,8,9; 12:120,43-50; 24:9-11; Lev. 10:8-11;
Num. 12:4-8; 18:1-24 (Ex. 4:14 to
Num. 20:29)
Ex. 15:20,21; Num. 12:4-15 (Ex. 2:4
to Num. 20:1)
Num. 11:24-29; Ex. 24:9-11
Num. 22:9-12,20,32-35; 23:4-10,1624; 24:1-9,15-24 (Num. 22:1 to
25:18; 31:16; Josh. 13:22)
Num. 22:22-30 (Num. 22:22-33; 2
Peter 2:16)
seventeen references in the book of
Joshua from 1:1-9 to 24:2-13,26 (Ex.
24:13,14; 32:15-17; 33:11; Num.
13:1-14:10; Deut. 3:28; 31:7,8; Josh.
1:1 to 24:30; Judges 2:6-10)
Judges 4:4,6,7,9,14; 5:2-31 (Judges
4:1-5:31)
Judges 4:6-9; 5:2-31 (Judges 4:1 to
5:31)
Judges 6:8-10 (Judges 6:7-10)
Judges 6:11-26,34-40; 7:2-11,15
(Judges 6:1 to 8:32; Heb. 11:32)

0

4+4

0

0

2

0

0
0

1
4

0
0

1

1

1

2

17

2

0

3

0

0

3

0

0
1

1
4

0
2

-

9

-

14

-

1
46

-

4

Judges 9:7-21,56,57 (Judges 9:1-57) 0

1

0

-

18

Judges 13:3-5,11,13,14,16,18 (Judges 1
13:2-16:31)

1

0

-

38

1

2

30 Phinehas, son of I
Eleazar

-

16

3

0

31 Hannah,
Samuel’s
mother
32 “A Man of
God”
33 SAMUEL

C

-

13

Judges 13:25; 14:6,19; 15:14-19;
0
16:19,28-30
(Judges 13:24 to 16:31; Heb. 11:32)
Judges 20:18,23,27,28
0
(Ex. 6:25; Num. 25:7-13; Josh.
22:30-34; Judges 20:28; 1 Chr. 6:1-4)
1 Samuel 2:1-10 (1 Samuel 1:1 to
0
2:21)

1

0

E

-

1

(1 Samuel 2:27-36)

1

0

(1 & 2
Samuel
?)

140

1 Sam. 3:4-21; 7:3 to 8:22; 9:6 to
3+
10:8; 10:17-25; 12:1-25; 13:13,14;
15:1-35; 16:1-13; 28:15-19; 1 Chron.
29:29,30
(1 Sam. 1:1 to 16:13; 25:1; 28:3-20)

11

2

or B

11

0
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--

“A Procession
of Prophets”
34 King Saul

G

-

3

(1 Samuel 10:5,6,9-11)

0

1

0

F

-

395

4

0

35 King DAVID

B

More
1135
than half
of the
Psalms
(84 out
of 150)

97

0

--

G

-

1

1 Samuel 10:6-12; 11:6-7; 16:14;
0
19:23,24 (1 Sam. 9:1 to 2 Sam. 1:27;
1 Chron. 8:33; 9:39; 10:1-14)
1 Sam. 16:13; 23:2-4,9-12; 30:7,8; 2 0
Sam. 2:1; 5:19,23,24; 7:4-17; 12:714; 21:1; 23:1-7; 1 Chron. 21:26-28;
28:11-19; 2 Chron. 8:14; 29:25; Ps.
1-41; 51-71; 86; 96; 101; 103; 105110; 122; 124; 131; 133; 138-145 (1
Sam. 16 to 2 Sam. 24; 1 Chron.
chapters 2,3,11-29)
(1 Samuel 19:20)
0

1

0

G
C

(1
Samuel
?) (2
Samuel
?)
-

3
13

(1 Samuel 19:20,21)
1 Sam. 22:5; 2 Sam. 24:11-14; 1
Chron. 21:9-12,18; 29:29; 2 Chron.
29:25

0
0

1
4

0
0

10

1 Samuel 22:10 (1 Sam. 21:1 to
22:22)

0

1

0

-

15

1 Sam. 23:2,4,6,9-12; 30:7,8
0
(1 Sam. 22:20 to 23:12; 30:7,8; 2
Sam. 15:24 to 20:25; 1 Kings 1:5 to
2:35)
1 Chron. 12:18 (1 Chron. 12:16-18) 0
2 Sam. 7:2-17; (1 Chron. 17:1-15); 0
12:1-14,25; 1 Chron. 29:29,30; 2
Chron. 9:29; 29:2 (2 Sam. 7:2-29;
12:1-25)

7

0

1
5

0
0

0

0

12

0

12

0

1

0

0

0

“A Group of
Prophets”
-- “Saul’s Men”
36 Gad, David’s
seer

37 Ahimelich,
I
priest & son of
Ahitub
38 Abiathar, priest, I
son of
Ahimelech
39 Amasai
40 Nathan, the
prophet

41 Zadok, son of
Ahitub, high
priest, seer,
42 Asaph, the seer,
son of
Berechiah
43 Heman the
singer, the
King’s seer, son
of Joel, son of
Samuel
44 Jeduthun, the
King’s seer
-- 288 “sons” of
Asaph, Heman
and Juduthun

E
C or D (1 & 2
Samuel
?)

F

8
29

(1 & 2
Kings ?)
35

C

12 of the 42
Psalms

C

11 of the 14
Psalms

C

Psalm 89 12

G

(some of 6
the
Psalms
?)

2 Samuel 15:27 (1 Chron. 24:1-3;
0
12:26-28; 2 Sam. 15:1 to 19:43; 1
Kings chapter 1)
1 Chron. 25:1-8; 2 Chron. 29:30;
0
Psalms 50; 73-83 (1 Chron. 6:31,39;
15:16-19; 2 Chron. 5:12; 35:15)
1 Chron. 25:1-8; Psalm 42-49; 84;
0
85; 87; 88 (1 Chron. 6:31,33; 15:1619; 2 Chron. 5:12; 35:15)

2 Chron. 35:15; Psalm 89 (2 Chron. 0
5:12)
1 Chron. 25:1-8 (2 Chron. 5:12,13; 0
35:15; Ezra 2:41; 3:10; Nehemiah
7:44)
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45 SOLOMON
B
(Jedidiah), son
of David

1 Kings 3:5-14; 4:29-33; 6:11-13;
2
8:14-61; 9:2-9; 11:9-13; Ps. 72; 120
(1 Kings chapters 1 to 11; 1 Chron.
chapter 28 to 2 Chron. chapter 9)

51

1

46

(Proverbs 30:1-33)

0

1

0

(Proverbs 31:1-9)

0

1

0

(1 Kings 11:29-39; 12:15; 14:2-18; 2 0
Chron. 9:29; 10:15)
(1 Kings 12:22-24; 2 Chron. 11:2-4; 0
12:5-8,15)
(1 Kings 13:1-32; 2 Kings 23:15-18) 0

3

0

3

0

3

3

(1 Kings 13:11-32; 2 Kings 23:18)

0

1

0

(2 Chron. 9:29; 12:15; 13:22)

0

0

0

(2 Chron. 15:1-8)

0

1

0

(2 Chron. 16:7-10)
(1 Kings 16:1-4,7,12; 2 Chron.
19:2,3; 20:34)
1 Kings 17:1-24; 18:1,15-46; 19:518; 21:17-24,29; 22:38; 2 Kings
1:3-4,10,12,15; 2:2,4,6,10; 2 Chron.
21:12-15 (1 Kings 17:1 to 2 Kings
2:10; 2 Chron. 21:12-15)
1 Kings 18:4,13 (1 Kings 18:3-16)

0
0

1
2

0
0

1

22

10

0

0

0

25

15

3

0

2

0

2

0

1

0

1

0

47
48
49
50
51
52

53
54
55
56

Psalms 307
72 &
120,
Proverbs
1-29,
Ecclesias
tes, Song
of
Solomon
Agur, son of
E
Proverbs 1
Jakeh
30
King Lemuel
E
Proverbs 1
31
Ahijah, of
E or D (1 & 2 11
Shiloh
Kings ?)
Shemaiah, the E or D (1 & 2 5
prophet
Kings ?)
“A Man of God E
18
from Judah”
“Old Prophet of E
7
Bethel”
Iddo, the seer G
(1 & 2 3
Chronicl
es ?)
Azariah, son of E
2
Oded
Hanani, the seer E
5
Jehu, son of
E or D (1 & 2 5
Hanani
Kings ?)
98
ELIJAH
C
(*Ilyas), of
Tishbe in Gilead

--

“100+
G
Prophets”
57 ELISHA (*El- C
yes' / El-yesha),
son of Shaphat

-

4

-

59

58 “A Prophet”

E

-

3

59 “One of the
Sons of the
Prophets”
60 Micaiah, son of
Imlah
61 Jahaziel, son of
Zechariah
62 Eliezer, son of

E

-

3

E

-

18

E

-

1

1 Kings 22:7-9,13-28; 2 Chron. 18:6- 0
27 (1 Kings 22:1-28)
2 Chron. 20:14-17 (2 Chron. 20:1-19) 0

E

-

1

2 Chron. 20:37 (2 Chron. 20:35-37)

1 Kings 19:16-21; 2 Kings 2:1-6, 9- 0
12,14,16-18,20-22,24; 3:11-19; 44;
4:1-7,12-17,32-36,40-41,42-5:814,25-27; 20,32; 7:1-20; 6:6,7,912,16,17,18-8:1, 10,11-13; 13:15-19
(Luke 4:27)
1 Kings 20:13-14,22,28 (1 Kings
0
20:1-30)
1 Kings 20:35-42 (1 Kings 20:29-43) 0

13

0
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--

--

--

63

64
65
-66

67

Dodavahu
“The Sons/
Company of the
Prophets at
Bethel”
“The Sons/
Company (50+)
of the Prophets
at Jericho”
“The Sons/
Company
(100+) of the
Prophets at
Gilgal”
Young Man
from Company
of Prophets
Obadiah
Joel, son of
Pethuel
“Prophets”
Zechariah, son
of Jehoiada the
priest
Jonah s/o
Amittai

68 Hosea, son of
Beeri
69 Amos, seer

E

-

1

2 Kings 2:3 (2 Kings 2:1-3)

0

1

0

E

-

5

2 Kings 2:5 (2 Kings 2:4-8,15-18)

0

1

0

E

-

6

2 Kings 4:38 (2 Kings 4:38-44)

0

1

0

E

-

5

2 Kings 9:1,6-10 (2 Kings 9:1-13)

0

1

0

E
E

Obadiah 1
Joel
1

1
3

0
0

G
C

-

Obediah 1:1 (Obediah 1:1-21)
0
Joel 1:1; Acts 2:16
0
(Joel 1:1-3:21; Acts 2:16-21)
(2 Chron. 24:19)
0
2 Chron. 24:20-22 (2 Chron. 24:2,17- 0
22; Matt. 23:35 ?)

?
2

0
0

C

(Jonah ?) 22

0

4

0

B

Hosea

3

0

6

0

E

Amos

7

0

20

0

0

2

0

Isaiah 1:1; 2:1; 7:3; 13:1; 20:2,3;
1
37:2,5,6,21; 38:1,4,21; 39:3,5,8; 2
Kings 19:2,6-7,20-34; 20:1-11,14-19;
2 Chron. 26:22; 32:20,32; (2 Kings
19:1 to 20:19; 2 Chron. 26:22;
32:20,32; Isaiah 1:1 to 66:24)
(Isaiah 8:3)
0

56

2

6

0

Micah 1:1; Jeremiah 26:18
0
(Micah 1:1 to 7:20; Jer. 26:18)
2 Chron. 28:9-11 (2 Chron. 28:8-15) 0
Isaiah 38:9-20 (2 Kings 18:1-20:21; 2 0
Chron. 29:1-33:33; Isaiah 38:1-22)
2 Kings 21:10 (2 Kings 21:10-15; 2 0
Chron. 33:10,18,19)
Nahum 1:1 (Nahum 1:1 to 3:19)
0

8

0

1
1

0
0

1

0

1

0

1

0

70 “A Man of
E
God”, “A
Prophet”
71 ISAIAH son of B
Amoz

72 “Prophetess”
wife of Isaiah
73 Micah, of
Moresheth
74 Oded
75 King Hezekiah
--

“prophets,”

1
2

-

Isaiah
53
(1 & 2
Kings ?)

G

-

1

E

Micah

2

E
E

-

1
126

E

-

1

Nahum

1

76 Nahum, the
E
Elkoshite
77 Zephaniah, son E

Zephania 1

Jonah 1:1,2: 2:2-9; 3:1-4; 4:4,9-11; 2
Kings 14:25 (Jonah 1:1–4:11; 2
Kings 14:25)
Hosea 1:1-2:23; 3:1-14:9 (Hosea 1:1
-14:9)
Amos 1:1-7:11,12-16; 7:16-9:15
(Amos 1:1-9:15)
2 Chron. 25:7-9,15,16 (2 Chron.
25:5-24)

Zephaniah 1:1 (Zephaniah 1:1 –

14

0
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of Cush
78 JEREMIAH
s/o Hilkiah,
priest of
Anathoth

B

79 Huldah, wife of E
Shallum
80 Pharaoh Neco J

h
Jeremiah 138
(Lamenta
tions ?)
-

2

-

2

3:20)
Jeremiah 1:1; 2 Chron. 35:25;
36:12,21,22;
Ezra 1:1; Matt. 2:17; 16:14; 27:9
(Jeremiah 1:1 to 51:64;
2 Chron. 35:25)
(2 Kings 22:14-20; 2 Chron. 34:2228)
2 Chron. 35:20-22 (2 Chron. 35:2024)
Habakkuk 1:1; 3:1 (Habakkuk 1:1 to
3:19)
Jeremiah 26:20 (Jeremiah 26:20-23)

0

62

0

0

1

0

0

1

0

0

3

0

0

7

0

Daniel 2:19-23,27-47; 4:19-27; 5:17- 0
28; 6:28; 7:1-12:13; Ezek. 14:14,20;
28:3; Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14
(Daniel 1:1 to 12:13)
Daniel 2:28; 4:1-37 (Daniel 1:1-4:37) 0

8

2

2

0

54

0

1

0

2

0

0

5

0

0

8

0

0
0

1
1

0
0

Luke 1:13-20,67-79
0
(Luke 1:5-25,57-79; 3:2)
Luke 1:28-38,46-55
0
(Matt. 1:16; Luke 1:26-56; Matt.
1:18-25; Luke 2:1-40; Matt. 2:1-23;
Luke 2:41-51; John 2:1-12; Luke
8:19-21; Matt. 13:55; John 19:25-27;
Acts 1:14)
Luke 1:41-45
0

2

1

1

1

1

0

81 Habakkuk

E

82 Uriah son of
Shemaiah
83 DANIEL* or
Belteshazzar

C

Habakku 2
k
3

B

Daniel

77

84 NebuchadJ
nezzar, King of
Babylon
85 EZEKIEL the B
Priest, son of
Buzi
86 Cyrus, King of J
Persia

-

109

Ezekiel

2

Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:1; 3:1; etc.
(Ezekiel 1:1 to 48:35)

-

22

87 EZRA son of
Seraiah, priest
& scribe

B

88 Haggai

E

(Ezra,
20
Nehemia
h ?,
Esther ?,
Chronicl
es ?)
Haggai 10

Isaiah 45:1-7; 2 Chron. 36:23; Ezra 0
1:2 (Isaiah 44:28 to 45:7; 2 Chron.
36:22,23; Ezra 1:1-11)
Ezra 7:1 to 10:17 (Ezra 7:1 to 10:17; 0
Nehemiah 8:1-18; 12:1-47)

89 Zechariah, son E
of Berechiah,
son of Iddo
90 Malachi
E
91 Nehemiah, son E
of Hacaliah

92 Zechariah, the C
priest
93 Mary, mother of C
Jesus

94 Elizabeth (*),

C

Zecharia 6
h
Malachi 1
part or 8
all of
Nehemia
h
9
-

19

-

8

Haggai 1:1; 2:20; Ezra 5:1; 6:14
(Haggai 1:1 to 2:23)
Zechariah 1:1,7; 2:1; 4:1,2,8; 5:1,5,9;
6:1,9; 7:1,4; 8:1,9,18; 11:4,15; 12:1;
Ezra 5:1; 6:14; (Zech. 1:1 to 13:21)
Malachi 1:1 (Malachi 1:1 to 4:6)
Nehemiah 1:1-7:73; 12:31-13:31
(Nehemiah 1:1 to 13:31)

15
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wife of
Zechariah
95 Joseph, husband C
of Mary

(Luke 1:5-25,39-45,57-66)
-

17

-- Shepherds
H
-- Magi, Wise men J
96 JOHN, the
C
Baptist son of
Zechariah

-

3
2
90

97 Simeon
E
98 Anna, daughter F
of Phenuel
99 JESUS (*Isa) A
the Messiah/
Christ, Word of
God, Lord, Son
of Mary, Son of
Man, Son of
God, Son of
David

-

2
1

-

About Deut. 18:15-19; Matthew 1:1; 13:56- 2
1500 in 58; Mark 1:1; John 1:1-3,14; Acts
NT alone 9:3-5; Rev. 22:7-16

100 SIMON
PETER

1&2
Peter

175

101 Andrew, brother F
of Peter

-

13

102 James, son of
Zebedee

F

-

20

103 JOHN, son of
Zebedee

B

John,
1 John,
2 John,

36

B

Matt. 1:20-21; 2:12,13,19-20
(Matt. 1:1-25; Luke 2:1-40; Matt.
2:1-23; Luke 2:41-51; Matt. 13:55)
Luke 2:8-14 (Luke 2:8-20)
Matt. 2:2,12 (Matt. 2:1-12)
John 1:6-8; Luke 1:13-17,41,76;
Mark 1:2-8; Matt. 3:1-3; Luke 3:217; Matt. 11:9-15; Luke 7:24-28
(John 1:6-8; Luke 1:5-80; Mark 1:28; Matt. 3:1-17; Luke 3:2-20; Matt.
11:7-15; 21:32; Luke 7:24-30; John
1:15-40; 5:22-36; 10:41)
(Luke 2:25-35)
Luke 2:36 (Luke 2:36-38)

0

3

0

0
0
0

1
?
5

0
0
0

0
0

2
1

0
0

153

106+

19

12+

0

?

0

?

9

1

(The Old Testament is filled with
symbols and prophecies about Him,
and the New Testament is, directly or
indirectly, almost all about Him)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Matt. 16:17- 0
19; 17:1-9; Acts 1:2,13; 2:43; 3:1-10;
4:33; 5:12,40 (John 1:35-42; Luke
5:1-11; Matt. 4:18-20; Mark 1:29-31;
3:13-18; Matt. 14:28-32; John 6:6769; Matt. 16:16-19; Mark 9:2-10;
Matt. 17:24-27; 19:27-30; Mark
11:20-25; 13:3-13; Luke 22:7-13;
John 13:4-9,33-38; Matt. 26:31-33;
Luke 22:31-34; Matt. 26:36-46; John
18:10-11,15-18; Matt. 26:69-75; John
20:3-10; 21:1-22; Luke chs 6 to 24;
Acts chapers 1-5; 8-12; 15)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (John 1:35-41;
Matt. 4:18-20; Mark 1:29-31; 3:1318; 13:3-13; John 6:8,9; 12:20-22;
Luke chapters 5 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Matt. 17:1-9; 0
Acts 1:2,13; 2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40
(Matt. 4:21,22; Mark 1:29-31; 3:1318; 9:2-10; Luke 9:52-55; Matt.
20:20-28; Mark 13:3-13; Matt.
26:36-46; John 21:1-14; Luke ch 6 to
24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Matt. 17:1-9; 1
Acts 1:2,13; 2:43; 3:1-12; 4:33;
5:12,40; Revelation 1:1,4 (Matt.

16
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3 John,
Revelatio
n

104 Philip, the
Apostle

F

-

16

105 Bartholomew,
(Nathaniel)

F

-

10

106 Thomas,
(Didymus)

F

-

12

107 Matthew/Levi

B

Matthew 7

108 James, son of
Alphaeus

F

-

6

109 Thaddaeus
(Judas, son of
James)
110 Simon, the
zealot, (the
Cananaean)
111 Judas Iscariot

F

-

3

F

-

3

J

-

21

112 Matthias
G
113 Caiaphas, High J
Priest
114 Stephen
C

-

2
9

-

7

115 Philip, the
deacon
116 John Mark

C

-

16

B

Mark

8

117 Luke, the
B
physician
118 PAUL (Saul) of B
Tarsus

Luke,
2
Acts
Romans, 185
1&2
Corinthia
ns,
Galatians
,
Ephesian

4:21,22; Mark 1:29-31; 3:13-18; 9:210,37-41; Luke 9:52-55; Matt. 20:2028; Mark 13:3-13; Luke 22:7-13;
Matt. 26:36-46; John 18:15; 19:2527; 20:3-10; 21:1-24; Luke chapters
6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (John 1:43-46;
Mark 3:13-18; John 6:5-7; 12:20-22;
Luke chapters 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (John 1:45-51;
Mark 3:13-18; John 21:1-14; Luke
chapters 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (Mark 3:13-18;
John 20:24-29; John 21:1-14; Luke
chap 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (Luke 5:27-32;
Mark 3:13-18; Luke chapters 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (Mark 3:13-18;
Luke ch 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (Mark 3:13-18;
Luke ch 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18; 6:7,13; Acts 1:2,13; 0
2:43; 4:33; 5:12,40 (Mark 3:13-18;
Luke chapters 6 to 24)
Mark 3:13-18 (Mark 3:13-18; John 0
6:70,71; Luke chapters 6 to 21; Luke
22:3-6; John 13:2,10-11,18; Mark
14:18-20; John 13:27-31; Matt.
26:47-50; 27:3-10)
(Acts 1:23-26; 6:2)
0
John 11:49-52; (John 11:47-53;
0
18:13-14,24,28; Acts 4:5-6)
Acts 6:8-7:60 (Acts 6:1 to 8:2;
1
11:19; 22:20)
Acts 8:5-13; 8:26,29,39-40 (Acts 6:5; 0
8:26-40; 21:8)
(Acts 12:12,25; 13:13; 15:36-39; 2 0
Tim. 4:11)
Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1; 16:10-17 (Col. 0
4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24)
Acts 9:1-19; 13:1-3,9-11; 14:3,8-10; 1
16:16-18,25-34; 17:22-31; 18:9-10;
19:11; 23:11; 27:10-34; Rom. 1:1; 1
Cor. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:1; Eph.
1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 Thess. 1:1;
2 Thess. 1:1; 1 Tim. 1:1; 2 Tim. 1:1;
Titus 1:1; Philem. 1; 2 Peter 3:15,16

17

0

?

0

?

0

?

2

?

0

?

0

?

0

?

0

0

0
1

0
0

1

2+

1

7+

1

0

2

0

37

15+
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119 Ananias

E

s,
Philippia
ns,
Colossia
ns, 1 & 2
Thessalo
nians, 1
&2
Timothy,
Titus,
Philemo
n,
(Hebrew
s ?)
8

-- “prophets”
120 Agabus

G
E

-

121 Barnabas
(Joseph), a
Levite from
Cyprus
122 Judas,
(Barsabbas)
123 Silas

F

(Hebrew 29
s ?)

G

-

3

Acts 15:32 (Acts 1:23; 15:22-34)

F

-

13

124 Timothy

F

-

28

125 Apollos from
Alexandria

F

(Hebrew 10
s ?)

1
2

126 four daughters G
to of Philip
129
130 James, half
B
brother of Jesus

-

1

James

14

131 Jude (Judas),
half brother of
Jesus
132, two witnesses
133

E

Jude

7

F

-

2

(Acts 7:58 to 28:31)

Acts 9:10-18 (Acts 9:10-19; 22:1216)
(Acts 11:27)
Acts 11:27,28; 21:10,11 (Acts
11:27,28; 21:10-14)
Acts 13:1,2; 14:3-4,14; 12:25; 13:315:39 (Acts 4:36,37; 9:26-27; 11:2026; 13:1 to 15:39)

0

1

1

0
0

0
2

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Acts 15:32 (Acts 15:22 to 17:15;
0
18:5-18)
Phil. 1:1; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2:6 (Acts 16:1 0
to 18:18; 19:22; 20:4; Rom. 16:21; 1
Cor. 4:17; 16:10,11; 2 Cor. 1:1,19;
Phil. 2:19-23; Col. 1:1; Philem. 1:1;
Heb. 13:23; 1 & 2 Timothy)
1 Cor. 1:12; 3:4-6,22; 4:6,9 (Acts
0
18:24-28; 19:1; 1 Cor. 16:12; Titus
3:13)
Acts 21:9 (Acts 21:8,9)
0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

1

0

0

5+

James 1:1 (Matt. 12:46; 13:55; Mark 0
6:3; John 2:12; 7:2-5; Acts 1:14;
15:13-21; Gal. 1:19; 2:9; Jude 1)
Jude 1 (Matt. 12:46; 13:55; Mark 6:3; 0
John 2:12; 7:2-5; Acts 1:14)
Revelation 11:3-12 (Revelation 11:2- 0
13)

18
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Key to Symbols in the Chart
There are many factor and variables related to prophets mentioned in the Bible, and I
have done my best to sort them out. I have attempted to indicate those variables in a
chart form by using the following symbols:
TYPES OF PROPHETS:
A = The living, eternal Word of God Himself, who became a man and lived among us. (Only example: Jesus the
Messiah)
B = A chosen one, whose life was used by God, to whom God spoke, and whom God inspired to write a message for
others in the form of a book or part of a book of the Bible. (Example: Moses)
C = A chosen one, whose life was used by God, to whom God spoke, and through whom God gave a message for
others, which is recorded in one of the books of the Bible. (Example: Noah)
D = One inspired by God to record the events and messages given to others as a part of the Bible. (Example: Luke)
E = One to whom or through whom God spoke a message directly, which is recorded in the Bible as a book or part of a
book; in some cases called a “prophet.” (Example: Elizabeth, the wife of Zechariah)
F = A chosen one, whose life was used by God, and who is called a “prophet”, “seer” or “apostle,” although no
message from God is recorded. (Example: James, son of Zebedee)
G = One who is simply called a “prophet,” “seer,” or an “apostle” or who is said only to have “prophesied” without any
mention of what he prophesied. (Example: Iddo)
H = One to whom or through whom God spoke a message by an angel. (Example: Lot, Abraham’s nephew)
I = A priest through whom God revealed his will to Israel or to a leader through the use of an “ephod.” (Example:
Ahimelech the priest, son of Ahitub)
J = An unbeliever through whom God chose to speak. (Example: Pharaoh Neco)
K = An animal through whose mouth God spoke. (Example: Balaam’s donkey)
OTHER VARYING FACTORS:
* = Mentioned in the Qur’an or Hadith by an Arabic name the same or almost the same as this English name
(example: Adam)
(*) = Mentioned in the Qur’an but not by name (example: Elizabeth, wife of Zechariah the priest)
(*Musa) = Mentioned in the Qur’an or Hadith by this Arabic name
+ = unnumbered, multiple prophets or miracles are counted as “2+” each, but probably are more than 2
ABRAHAM = One of the most important prophets (in my opinion)
Exodus = human author of this book (example: Exodus by Moses)
(1 & 2 Samuel ?) = Possibly the human author of this book (Example: 1 & 2 Samuel possibly written by Gad,
David’s seer)
Book 11:2-5 = Bible references in which it is seen that this person is a prophet
(Book 10:1-12:15) = Bible references in which the fuller account of this prophet is contained

19
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One compilation of 46 male prophets (based on Seder Olam) gives the lists below to
which I have added the others listed as prophets or seers (my additions are in italics) to
give the following:
According to Judaism, the Prophetic period lasted from Abraham in 1800 BCE to
Malachi and Mordechai in 425 BCE.
Enoch (Jude 14).
1. Abraham: 1800 BCE
2. Isaac
3. Jacob
Genesis 20:7; Genesis 49; Psalms
105
4. Moshe (Moses)Deut 34:10-12
The seventy elders of Israel
prophesied (Numbers 11:16-29).
5. Aharon (Aaron)
6. Joshua (Joshua 1:15)
an unnamed prophet (Judges 6:8).
7. Pinchas
8. Elkanah (father of Samuel)
9. Eli
“man of God” prophesied God’s
judgement upon Eli (1 Samuel 2:2736).
10. Samuel
Saul also prophesied
Companies of prophets and sons of
the prophets
11. Gad
12. Nathan
Huldah (2 Kings 22:14; 2 Chronicles
34:22).
13. King David (Acts 2:29,30)
Gad (1 Samuel 22:5; 2 Samuel
24:11)
Nathan (2 Samuel 7:2),
Zadok (2 Samuel 15:27, ),
Heman (1 Chronicles 25:5)
Jeduthun (2 Chronicles 35:15)
14. King Solomon ( 3 books)
15. Aidoin the Golah
16. Micha Ben Yamla
17. Ovadiah
18. Achiah Hashiloni

Asaph,(1 Chronicles 25:2).
The sons of Asaph, Heman and
Jeduthun prophesied with harps,
psalteries, and cymbals. 1 Chronicles
25:1-7 reveals a totality of 23 sons.
Ahijah during the reign of king
Jeroboam.
Iddo (2 Chronicles 9:29), and a
prophet (2 Chronicles 13:22).
In 1 Kings 13 there are two unnamed
prophets, one identified only as an
“old prophet.”
Shemaiah (1 Kings 12:22–also 2
Chronicles 11:2-4.)
Azariah, son of Oded, 2 Chronicles
15:1-8.
Oded the prophet
Hanani (2 Chronicles 16:7-10).
Jehu, the son of Hanani (1 Kings
16:1-12). (2 Chronicles 19:2,3).
19. Yehu Ben Hanani in the time of
Asah
20. Azaryah Ben Oded
21. Haziel from Bnei Masni
(2 Chronicles 20:14-17).
22. Eliezer his cousin(2 Chronicles
20:37).
23. Morishah
24. Hoshea
25. Amos
26. Micha
27. Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-5)
28. Elisha (1 Kings 19:16).
29. Yonah Ben Amitai
30. Isaiah
31. Joel
32. Nachum
33. Habakuk
34. Zephaniah
35. Uriah from Kiryat Yearim
36. Jeremiah

37. Ezekiel
38. Daniel
39. Baruch
40. Neriah
Micaiah (1 Kings 22:7,8,17,34-37).
unnamed prophet “a man of God”
(2 Chronicles 25:14).
Oded, (2 Chronicles 28:9-15).
An unnamed prophet (1 Kings 20:13)
(1 Kings 20:22).
Another unnamed prophet, “a man of
God,” (1 Kings 20:28).
one of the sons of the prophets (1
Kings 20:42).
29. Yonah Ben Amitai
30. Isaiah 41. Sharyah
42. Machsiyah
43. Hagai
44. Zechariah
45. Malachi
46. Mordechai (425 BCE)
(Note: This list does not contain
Joseph, Job, or Ezra).
The Talmud lists the 7 females as:
1. Sarah
2. Miriam (the sister of Moses)
(Exodus 15:20).
3. Devorah (Judges 4:4)
4. Hannah (mother of Samuel)
5. Avigail (who became a wife of
King David)
Isaiah’s wife (Isaiah 8:3-5).
6. Huldah (from the time of Jeremiah)
7. Esther

Easton’s Bible Dictionary gives the following listing
“Of the Old Testament prophets there are sixteen, whose prophecies form part of the
inspired canon. These are divided into four groups:
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“(1) The prophets of the northern kingdom (Israel), viz., Hosea, Amos, Joel, Jonah.
(4)
“(2) The prophets of Judah, viz., Isaiah, Jeremiah, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah.(7)
“(3) The prophets of Captivity, viz., Ezekiel and Daniel.(2)
“(4) The prophets of the Restoration, viz., Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.”
This spans a time frame of about 430 years for these 16 prophets.
There was a long period of silence of YHVH from Malachi to the New Testament Period.
School of Prophets or Sons of Prophets (ִיא֥ים
ִ )בְּנֵ ֽי־ ַהנְּב
1 Samuel 10:5 After that you will go to Gibeah of God, where there is a Philistine
outpost. As you approach the town, you will meet a procession of prophets coming down
from the high place with lyres, timbrels, pipes and harps being played before them,
and they will be prophesying.
Then in 1 Samuel 19:20, “And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when they saw
the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed over
them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul . . . .”
Two separate Hebrew words used in these passages which is translated as “company”.
One means “to twist together” or to bind or band together,” and the other simply means
an assembly or gathering of the prophets.
This apparently indicates an institution of college of Prophets to train in the position of
Prophets. Notice that the prophets were equipped with musical instruments and songs:
with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp. Apparently inducing trance and
prophesying were part of the Judaism where music and instruments of music were used to
enter into the prophetic state.
In 1 Chron 25:1-3 we read “Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the
service of the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with
harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals: and the number of the workmen according to
their service was: Of the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethaniah, and
Asarelah, the sons of Asaph under the hands of Asaph, which prophesied according to
the order of the king. Of Jeduthun: the sons of Jeduthun; Gedaliah, and Zeri, and
Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the hands of their father Jeduthun,
who prophesied with a harp, to give thanks and to praise the LORD.
It is certain that these were a worship team with instruments and music and were the
major means of inducing the Holy Spirit to come upon the people to Prophecy. This is
seen especially in 2 Kings 3:14-16
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“And Elisha said, …… But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the
minstrel played, that the hand of the LORD came upon him. And he said, “Thus saith the
LORD, ……”

We find that these schools existed probably in various places under the tutelage of one
senior Professor Prophet whom they referred to as Father, Master etc. We can discern a
few such of them at Bethel (2 Kings 2:3), at Jericho (2:5), at Gilgal (4:38), in the hill
country of Ephraim (5:22). It was assumed that the spirit of the master rested on his
successor who was usually ordained by the prior master before he left the post. The story
of Elijah and Elisha is one such listed event of ordination. Indications are that they lived
as a monastic community in one place and shared all things in common.

These prophets living in multidimensions had the special ability to transmigrate from
one place to the other. “The Spirit took them” from one place and they appeared in
another place. Here are a few examples:
Eze
3:14-15
“So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my
spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me. Then I came to them of the
captivity at Telabib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and
remained there astonished among them seven days.”
Ezekiel 11:24-25
“Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into
Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me. Then I
spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LORD had shewed me.”
When Elijah was taken away by the fiery chariot, the school of Prophet assumed that he
will appear somewhere else where the Spirit will place him.
2Ki 2:16-17 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty strong
men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the
LORD hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And
he said, Ye shall not send. And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send.
They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not.
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This was in effect even in the times of the Apostles as is shown in the story of Phillip and
the Ethiopian executive.
Act 8:39-40 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But
Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came
to Caesarea.

How God Communicates To His Prophets
Numbers 12:6-8: …. If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not
so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold:
God says “I will make myself known unto him.” “Known” is yada (yaw-dah') meaning
“to know.”
Vine’s Expository Dictionary says: “Essentially yada means: (1) to know by observing
and reflecting (thinking), and (2) to know by experiencing. In contrast to this knowing
through reflection is the knowing which comes through experience with the senses, by
investigation and proving, by reflection and consideration (firsthand knowing).
Consequently yada is used in synonymous parallelism with “hear” (Exodus 3:7), “see”
(Genesis 18:21), and “perceive, see” (Job 28:7).
…. Yada in the intensive and causative stems is used to express a particular concept of
revelation.”
According to this God spoke to others in “dark speeches,” chiydah (khee-daw')
indicating a veil that makes the revelation unclear. God’s message can be received in full
only when the entire similitude of Lord is seen. Hence to other prophets God’s message
was given not through the entire means of communication as in the case of
Moses. Remember that even Moses could not see the fullness of God’s glory as a man.
He saw only the back of God. It is most of these unseeable parts that Jesus came to
show, even then with limited sense.
Evidently revelations are communicated to the prophet by God through his senses which
included the five senses but goes beyond it. I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently,
and not in dark speeches makes it clear that God spoke to Moses apparently in the
nature of mouth to mouth not through normal media.
Vine’s Expository Dictionary explains the four different words that are normally
translated as vision:
“ 1. horama, 3705, “that which is seen” (horao), denotes (a) “a spectacle, sight,”
(Matt. 17:9; Acts 7:31) (“sight”); (b) “an appearance, vision,” (Acts 9:10) (v. 12) in some
mss.: (10:3,17,19; 11:5; 12:9; 16:9,10; 18:9).
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2. horasis, 3706, “sense of sight,” is rendered “visions” in (Acts 2:17; Rev. 9:17).
3. optasia, 3701 (a late form of opsis, “the act of seeing”), from optano, “to see, a
coming into view,” denotes a “vision” in (Luke 1:22; 24:23; Acts 26:19; 2 Cor. 12:1).”
Levels of Revelation
From what we have discussed above it is apparent that there are several levels of
revelation from the simplest to the most intimate, material level to divine level.
At the lowest level we have the practice of Urim and Thummim and the casting of lots.

Exodus 28:30 says, "Also put Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may be
over Aaron's heart whenever he enters the presence of the Lord. Thus Aaron will always
bear the means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the Lord."
Leviticus 8:8, "Moses placed the breastpiece on him and put the Urim and Thummim in
the breastpiece." We are not sure this divination process.
Bible doesn’t describe their appearance in any way, nor do they give any details of how
the decision is made. So we are left to guess as to what they were made of and looked
like and used. Urim” begins with the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet (alef) and
Thummim begins with the last letter (tav). Urim ( )אוריםmeans light and Thummim
( )תמיםprobably means darkness/truth. “Urim” means, “curses” and “Thummim” means,
“perfections”. We do not know how they were used. It was some form of dice divination
as is still used in India by the seers. It was used to make decisions which is given as an
answer to a question. It gives only yes or no as answer. It was widely used in time of
crisis to determine the will of God.
Exodus 28:30; Leviticus 8:8; Numbers 27:21; Deuteronomy 33:8; 1 Samuel 28:6; Ezra
2:63; Nehemiah 7:65
Use of lot (dice) was also another way of determining the will of God. The practice of
casting lots is mentioned 70 times in the Old Testament and seven times in the New
Testament. In spite of the many references to casting lots in the Old Testament, nothing is
known about the actual lots themselves. They could have been sticks of various lengths,
flat stones like coins, or some kind of dice; but their exact nature is unknown. The closest
modern practice to casting lots is likely flipping a coin. The ritual use of lots was
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religious, to directly determine a decision. Used as a choice of men for an invading force
(Judges 1:1-3, 20:9); of Jerusalem, dividing its spoil or captives among captors,
apportionment of possessions, or spoil. (Obad. 11; Joel 3:3; Nah. 3:10; Matt. 27:35). To
proportion the land, or inheritance (Deut. 32:9; Josh. 15:1; 1 Chr. 16:18; Pss. 105:11;
125:3 Isa. 17:14; 57:6; Acts 8:21; cf. Acts 13:19). Used in settlement of doubtful
questions Prov. 16:33; 18:18, detecting a criminal possibly (Josh. 7:14), appointment of
persons to offices or duties, such as the priests (Luke 1:9). See also Leviticus 16:8;
Numbers 26:55; 1 Samuel 10:20; 14:41; Joshua 7:13; Isaiah 17:14; 34:17; 57:6; Jeremiah
13:25; Ezekiel 24:6, 45:1; 47:22; 48:29 and Acts 1:26.
Proverbs 16:33 says, “The lot is cast into the lap, but it’s every decision is from the
Lord”.
The rabbinic teachings, notably Maimonides (Rambam), in his The Guide for the
Perplexed lists 12 levels of prophecy, from the lowest where the individuals were able to
apprehend the Divine Will, but not respond or even describe this experience to others to
the highest such as those experienced by Moses.
Maimonides, , outlines twelve modes of prophecy from lesser to greater degree of
clarity:
1. Inspired actions
2. Inspired words
3. Allegorical dream revelations
4. Auditory dream revelations
5. Audiovisual dream revelations/human speaker
6. Audiovisual dream revelations/angelic speaker
7. Audiovisual dream revelations/Divine speaker
8. Allegorical waking vision
9. Auditory waking revelation
10. Audiovisual waking revelation/human speaker
11. Audiovisual waking revelation/angelic speaker
12. Audiovisual waking revelation/Divine speaker (that refers implicitly to Moses)
Of the twelfth mode, Maimonides focuses his attention on its "implicit superiority to the
penultimate stage in the above series", and therefore above all other prophetic and semiprophetic modes.
Most recent Christian authors simplify this classification more in line with the reference
verse as four divisions:
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1: Impressions

These are direct gut feelings of the believers when confronted with a situation.
These can be based on their spiritual experience as well as studies in scripture. This
guidance is provided to all believers by God. The purpose of the Scriptures and
commuion of saints is just this, so that every believer can cope with the situation in a
confident way.
2. Visions
Joel 2:28 "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions.
Daniel 1:17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all
kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of
all kinds.
Daniel 2:28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that
passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these:
Daniel 2:29 "As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come, and
the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen.
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The next level of prophetic revelation is a vision. Visions can also come on several
levels, ranging from those you see with the eyes of your heart to open visions which are
like watching a movie screen. In the bible we see visions start with some visible object.
See Amos 7:8; 8:2 etc
3. Dreams
Dreams are successions of images, ideas, emotions, and sensations that occur
involuntarily in the mind during certain stages of sleep. In the Greek and Roman periods,
the people believed that dreams were direct messages from the gods or from the dead,
and that they predicted the future. Dreams are also a common form of revelation. Like
visions, dreams can have different levels of clarity and revelations.
The Hebrews, like many other ancient cultures, incubated dreams in order to receive
divine revelation. For example, the Hebrew prophet Samuel, would "lie down and sleep
in the temple at Shiloh before the Ark and receive the word of the Lord."
Trances
Trance is a state of altered consciousness at the point of intense spititual experience.
In the Jewish and Christian context these are often induced through music, worship and
prayer. The liturgy is specifically developed for this purpose. Praise and worship is the
modern interpretation of the ancient liturgies. This can be communal or individual
experience. Prophets and Apostles experienced it. What is probably the next highest
form of revelation is the one used by the Lord to tell Peter that he was to go to Cornelius
house He fell into a trance Acts 10:10. Paul’s life was transformed in the Trance
experience in the road of Damascus.
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Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary comments on the word “trance:”
“An ecstatic state of mind that gives a person a sense of detachment from his
physical surroundings.
“The Greek word for trance literally means “standing outside” or “being put outside”
of one’s normal state of mind. Peter had been in prayer when he “fell into a trance,”
receiving the vision indicating that the Gentiles were to be included in the church (Acts
10:10). In his defense to the people in Jerusalem, the apostle Paul declared that after his
conversion, he fell into a trance and Christ commanded him to leave the city and
evangelize the Gentiles (Acts 22:17).
“The trances of Peter and Paul involved their seeing and hearing senses. They saw
and heard the Lord speaking to them. Both trances took place as they were in prayer, and
in both cases the recipients were awake. Neither trance was self-induced; God revealed
Himself in both.
“Paul’s vision on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-9), the experience recorded in (2
Corinthians 12:2-4), and John’s experience of being “in the Spirit” (Rev. 1:10) are other
examples of revelatory trances in the Bible.
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“In the Old Testament the word translated as blindness (Gen. 19:11; 2 Kin. 6:18)
suggests that God caused a trancelike state to fall on the men at Lot’s house and on the
Syrians. Trances are experiences through which God communicates His will and purpose
to man.”
Direct Revelation
This is the ultimate revelation as we have seen in the case of Moses, in the banquet of
Yhvh with the elders in the convenat ceremony and the Three disciples in the mount of
Transfiguration.

Note in Numbers 12:8 …. Moses … With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold:
Even here notice it is in the similitude, the maximum extend to which God could
communicate with man within the limitations of the dimensions of existence.
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Exo 24:9-11 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were
a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. And
upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did
eat and drink.
The Bible tells us that "there was no other prophet who arose in Israel like Moses, whom
the Lord knew face to face." Maimonides lists a number of ways in which Moses' manner
of communicating with God was superior to that of any other prophet. He bases these
differences upon God's statement: "If there be prophets among you, I, the Lord, will make
Myself known to him in a vision; I will speak to him in a dream. Not so is My servant
Moses; he is the most trusted of all My household. With him I speak mouth to mouth; in
a vision and not in riddles, and he beholds the image of God..."
Except for Moses all the others received their prophecy while asleep or in a trance like
state. Moses, on the other hand, was fully aware and conscious when he stood before
God. Moses "saw" what God was telling him with the clarity of literal vision. All others
only received their communiqués by way of riddles and parables. While most prophets
became fearful and agitated while receiving divine communication, Moses remained
calm and collected. He spoke with God "as a man would speak to a friend." Moses was
able to converse with God whenever he so wished. Other prophets had to wait for
revelations from God; they needed to enter a spiritually aware state in order to receive
God's presence. Moses was constantly on such an elevated plane.
Moses was the only Prophet, according to Judaism, that communicated directly with God,
all of the other Prophets, communicated through the Angels Gabriel.
When the Israelites heard the voice of God at Mount Sinai, they pleaded with Moses to
be the mediator lest they die. Since because of this fear of receiving the laws directly
from Yhvh himself and let Yhvh live in their midst, this desire of God was postponed for
a period.
Deu 18:15 Jehovah your God will raise up to you a Prophet from the midst of you, of
your brothers, One like me. To Him you shall listen.
This was never fulfilled in the Old Testament period. From Malachi till Jesus for a
period of 400 years prophesy ceased. Hece, God himself wanting live among his people
and talk to them directly took the form of man in Jesus. He himself was the word of God
made flesh – the ultimate Prophet.
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Jesus came so that man could know him physically lean on him and hear from him. In
his glory God could not do that without harming man. This indeed was the reason for the
incarnation.

2 Peter 1:16 -18 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
his majesty. For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such
a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in
the holy mount.
Communication Levels
Dreams are not seen through the material senses, but directly by the mind and probably
through the spirit. The means of communications in the material level consists of five
senses. But man is more than material. He also exists in the dimensions of Mind, Spirit
and Divine Realm. But not all prophets are given the privilege of receiving the messages
from these four dimension. Each is given the communication on the level of his Spiritual
maturity.
The prophet himself may not fully understand the revelation. Often they simply deliver
the message and let hearer interpret it. In some cases an angel helps the visioner the
meaning as in Zech 1:7,8, 18,19; 4:1-7; 5:1-11; 6:1-8. or in some cases the meaning
unfolds in time as a sequence as in the case of vision of Peter in Acts 10:10, 17, 19; 11:5:
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III
APOCALYPSE LITERATURE
Rabbinic Judaism, and contemporary Orthodox Judaism, hold that the Torah (Pentateuch)
as we have today is essentially the same one that the whole of the Jewish people received
on Mount Sinai, from God, upon their Exodus from Egypt . The Thirteen Principles of
Faith of Orthodox Judaism according to Maimonides insists
 that God gave the Torah to Moses and the Israel .
 Moses was the greatest of the prophets, and

that the Law given to Moses will never be changed,
Maimonides explains: "We do not know exactly how the Torah was transmitted to
Moses. But when it was transmitted, Moses merely wrote it down like a secretary taking
dictation…(Thus) every verse in the Torah is equally holy, as they all originate from
God, and are all part of God's Torah, which is perfect, holy and true."
According to tradition, God apart from the written tradition gave Moses unwritten oral
teachings, called the Oral Torah. These are handed down by word of mouth. In addition
to this revealed Torah, Jewish people were given laws and principle by prophets, rabbis,
and sages over the course of Jewish history.
The Nevi'im, the books of the Prophets, are considered equally sacred and valid as the
Torah. Unlike the Torah by tradition the prophets are not always read literally. Jewish
tradition has always held that prophets used metaphors and analogies. There exists a wide
range of commentaries explaining and elucidating those verses consisting of metaphor.
In contrast revelation to Moses was generally clearer than revelation to other prophets,
Maimonides in The Guide for the Perplexed said that accounts of revelation in the
Nevi'im were not always as literal as in the Torah and that some prophetic accounts
reflect allegories rather than literal commands or predictions.
Thus early Jewish
Christians also considered the prophetic utterance are symbolic and indirect that they may
belie direct literal interpretation always.
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(Heb 1:1-2) "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; ..
As such Jesus himself was the most direct of the prophets who made several prophetic
utterances during his life time, which in comparison must be interpreted literally since
Jesus was greater than Moses being incarnate God the fuller direct revelation of God to
Man. Jesus has the distinction for giving the longest continuous prophecy in the gospels.
This is called the Olivet Prophecy. It came at the close of Jesus' ministry. It is recorded
by all the three witnesses Matthew, Mark and Luke (Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21).
However he also says Luk_8:10 Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God : but to the rest in parables; that seeing they may not see, and hearing
they may not understand.
So there is a veil over all prophecies connected with the future. This is more so in the
Book of Revelation.
The Book of Revelation is the final book of the New Testament and also the last book in
our Bible. The book in itself has no title in the originals. Hence the first word from the
book in Koine Greek, "Apokalypsis", was generally used to refer to it. It means to
remove the cover or wrapping from something, or to bring something "unveiling" or
"revealing" from which the name Revelation came in the English Bible. “Revelation”
comes from the Latin revelo, which refers to showing or making known something that
has been hidden or not known out in the open. In each case, the “something” has not been
known before.
Other names include




the Apocalypse,
the Book of the Revelation of Saint John the Divine,
the Apocalypse of John (which indicated the name of the Apostle who received
this revelation); and
 the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ (indicating that this revelation was a
fuller unveiling of Jesus as received).
The word "apocalypse" is also used for other works of a similar nature in the literary
genre of apocalyptic literature. Such literature is "marked by distinctive literary features,
particularly prediction of future events and accounts of visionary experiences or journeys
to heaven, often involving vivid symbolism." (Walter A. Elwell, ed. "Apocalyptic."
Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology. Grand Rapids , MI : Baker, 1996. Page 28.)
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The Book of Revelation is the only apocalyptic document in the New Testament.
Apocalyptical elements can be seen in several parts of the Old Testament especially in
the books of Joel, Zechariah, Isaiah and Daniel.
Ethiopian Orthodox Churches recognize another Apocalypse of Ezra known as 2 Esdras
(also called 4 Esdras or Latin Esdras since the complete version is found only in Latin.).
It claims to be written by one Esradas as following. " The second book of the prophet
Esdras, the son of Saraias, the son of Azarias, the son of Helchias, the son of Sadamias,
the son of Sadoc, the son of Achitob".
Though there might have been other apocalypses popular in the early Christian era they
were not recognized as canonical. Apocalyptic literature is a genre of prophetical
writing that developed in post-Exilic Jewish culture and came to be very popular among
millennialist in the early Christian Period soon after the ascension of Christ. The book of
Revelation itself might have been a response to the disappointment of the believers who
expected Jesus to return in their own life time and the ensuing persecution.
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DEFINING THE CHARACTERISTICS OF APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE

A
http://faculty.bbc.edu/rdecker/phd/depriest/1defined.html
gives the following analysis defining the characteristics of what is Apocalypse.
J. J. Collins, as a part of the Society of Biblical Literature's 1970s commission to
systematically analyze apocalyptic literature of both Jewish and Christian origins, cites
the resulting collaborative definition:
"An apocalypse is a genre of revelatory literature with a narrative framework in
which a revelation is mediated by an otherworldly being to a human recipient,
disclosing a transcendent reality which is both temporal, insofar as it envisages
eschatological salvation, and spatial, insofar as it involves another, supernatural
world."
(J. J. Collins, "Apocalyptic Literature," Dictionary of New Testament Backgrounds, eds.
Craig A. Evans and Stanley Porter ( Downers Grove , IL : InterVarsity Press, 2000))
The chart below breaks down this definition into its three component parts, thereby
allowing for what this presentation will highlight as the significant contribution of such a
definition.
Chart 1A: SBL's Definition of Apocalyptic (1970)
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Paul Hanson's definition of "apocalyptic eschatology" is:
a religious perspective which focuses on the disclosure (usually esoteric in nature)
to the elect of the cosmic vision of Yahweh's sovereignty-especially as it relates to
his acting to deliver his faithful-which disclosure the visionaries have largely
ceased to translate into the terms of plain history, real politics, and human
instrumentality due to a pessimistic view of reality growing out of the bleak postexilic conditions within which those associated with the visionaries found
themselves. Those conditions seemed unsuitable to them as a context for the
envisioned restoration of Yahweh's people
Paul Hanson, The Dawn of Apocalyptic: The Historical and Sociological Roots of Jewish
Apocalyptic Eschatology (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975, revised edition 1979):
Chart 1B: Hanson's Definition of Apocalyptic Eschatology

36

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

B
Eight characteristics of apocalyptic literature
http://www.revelation.giffmex.org/?p=71
Tuesday Jan 5, 2010
by Dave Gifford
‘Apocalypse’ is a literary term coined by German scholar K. I. Nitzsch in 1822. It refers
to works written by Jews and Christians between 200 B.C. and AD 100 that share similar
characteristics. Below is a list of those characteristics.
1. Apocalypses are usually pseudonymous – written as if by an ancient figure such
as Enoch or Abraham.
2. Apocalypses are usually written from a context of oppression, persecution and
despair. Many scholars use the phrase ‘resistance literature’ to describe them.
3. A heavenly intermediary usually appears in Apocalypses to interpret visions or
reveal secret knowledge.
4. Apocalypses contain a sharp dualism, a contrast between the present age
dominated by evil, and a coming age of change.
5. Apocalypses tend to be pessimistic about the possibility for positive change
during the present age. What is needed is a radical divine intervention to
overthrow God’s enemies and set things right.
6. Apocalypses are usually filled with symbolism.
7. Apocalypses tend to be deterministic, portraying an inescapable future, set in
stone by God’s fixed calendar of events.
8. In apocalypses, events that are contemporary to the author are often portrayed as
if they were prophesied long ago, so that what is happening in the author’s day is
merely a fulfillment of what was revealed centuries before.
Sources: David Aune, Word Biblical Commentary: Revelation 1-5. (Waco, TX: Word,
1997); Elwell y Yarbrough, Al Encuentro del Nuevo Testamento. ( Grand Rapids :
Baker,), 395, Grant R. Osborne, “Recent Trends in the Study of the Apocalypse”, in The
Face of New Testament Studies. ( Grand Rapids : Baker Academic, 2004), 476
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C
Hyperactive Theology
Characteristic's Of Apocalyptic Literature
http://hyperactivetheology.blogspot.com/search/label/66%20Revelation%20Introduction
1. It is usually revealed by an angel. Messenger. (Here, Jesus will be the messenger)
2. Disclosure through a dream of vision. As Daniel after long fasting stands by the river,
a heavenly being appears to him, and the revelation follows (Daniel 10:2ff). John, in the
New Testament Revelation (1:9ff), has a like experience, told in very similar words.
3. Future oriented.
4. Usually mystery involved. He will tell you something, then reveal the meaning later.
Deals with hidden information.
5. Monsters / unusual creatures. Beasts, dragon.
6. Mystical Symbolism. Take something you know, and apply it to something else. We
all know what a key is. What does it mean when Jesus holds the key to death? Is it
literally a key, or is there a message? Symbols were used in such a way that the reader
knew what they were. Horns are always going to refer to Kings or Kingdoms.
7. Revelation: The Prophet sees from God’s perspective.
8. Sharp black and white issues. Satan is bad. Dragon is bad. Woman is good. Mark of
the beast bad. Plagues are righteous. Clear about: Who’s in, who’s out
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IV
WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF REVELATION?
According to the Bible, at Revelation 1:1, we read-Rev 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his
servants, things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his
angel unto his servant John:
Rev 1:9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos , for the
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
As such we are told that the writer was
•
•
•
•
•
•

John
a brother and sharer in tribulation with the rest of the Christians, and
that he was exiled on the island of Patmos because of his faith.
the revelation was given to John
the purpose was to show Christians what was to come to pass
that the message was given through an angel.
Obviously we may have to assume that he was well-known to his first readers, to
whom no further identification was necessary.
However John was merely the seer (who received the messages), not the originator,
of the material. Therefore John is not 'the revelator', nor is the book 'a revelation of
John', but a revelation of Jesus Christ given through an angel.
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As we look back today we know of three possibilities which we normally consider as the
same.

Were they three separate individuals or the same?
Early Christian Consensus

Apostle John -Polycarp
Justin Martyr
Justin Martyr (139–161AD) who was a disciple of Polycarp (69 – 155), who in turn
was a disciple of Apostle John, credits Apostle John as the author of the book of
Revelation. He lived in Ephesus one of the Seven Churches around 135 AD before he
went to Rome . Justin Martyr in his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew (LXXXI) says without
reservation that, "There was a certain man with us, whose name was John, one of the
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apostles of Christ, who prophesied by revelation," and then refers to the thousand
years, the resurrection and the Judgment as given in Revelation 20. This testimony of
Justin is referred to also by Eusebius [Ecclesiastical History, 4.18] the Church historian.

Irenaeus (A.D. 120-202), who had heard Polycarp (a disciple of John the Apostle), wrote
in his "Against Heresies" (IV. xx. 11), "Apocalypse, revealed certain things," and then
goes on to discuss several parts of the Revelation.
“John also, the Lord’s disciple,
when beholding the sacerdotal and glorious advent of His kingdom,
says in the Apocalypse:
‘I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And, being turned, I saw seven golden
candlesticks; and in the midst of the candlesticks One like unto the Son of man,
clothed…” (and it goes on)
Irenaeus in 33 references referred to 46 verses in Revelation.
Against Heresies book 4 ch.20.6 p.489 Ireneaus attributed the Book of Revelation to
"John the disciple of the Lord," by which he meant John, the son of Zebedee (Adv.
Haer. 4. 20.11; see 3.11.1; 4.20.2; 5.35.2). Having thus identified him as the "Lord's
Disciple".
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Tertullian (A.D. 145-220), known popularly as "the Father of Latin Christianity," in his
book Against Marcion III. xxv, writes of the Jerusalem let down from heaven and says,
"the apostle John beheld" it referring to Revelation 21:2
Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 153-217) in his treatise, 'Who is the Rich man that shall be
saved?' (XLII) writes of "the apostle John" who "returned to Ephesus from the Isle of
Patmos " after "the tyrant's death." Paed. ii. 119 Quis dives, 42, Strom. vi. 106-107 (see
Zahn, Gesch. d. N.T. Kanons, i. 205).
Origen of Alexandria (A.D. 185-254), in De Principiis says, "According to John, God is
Light" (I. II. 7), unquestionably referring to the Apostle John. Then later he says, "Listen
to the manner in which John [the John whom he had quoted above] speaks in the
apocalypse". (I. II. 10). Origen mentions Revelation 5:8 as from John in Revelation
Origen Against Celsus book 8 ch.17 p.64
The Muratorian Canon (190-217 A.D.)says: “John wrote the Apocalypse. Two letters
belonging to John, or bearing the name John. The Epistle of Jude.” ANF vol.5 p.603.
Recent scholarship assigns it to Victorinus who was bishop of Pattau in Pannonia and
who suffered martyrdom under emperor Diocletian in AD 303. He was a premillenarian
himself believing in the literal thousand years of reign of Christ on earth. Victorinus
probably borrowed from a more ancient, now lost source. In a Latin commentary on the
Apocalypse, Victorinus says "John saw this vision while in Patmos , condemned to
the mines by Domitian Caesar."
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Hippolytus bishop of Portus (222-235/6 A.D.) recognized 21 books. This is every book
except 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, James, and 2 and 3 John. He refers to John in the
Apocalypse: Rev 1:8 in "Against the Heresy of One Noetus "ch.6 p.225
Anonymous Treatise Against Novatian (254-256 A.D.) quotes part of Revelation 17:15
as in the Apocalypse p.658
Gregory of Nyssa (c.356-397 A.D.) alludes to Revelation 1:6 in On Virginity ch.24
p.376
At the beginning of the 3rd century, it was accepted as canonical and written by Apostle
John also by Methodius, Cyprian, Lactantius, Dionysius of Alexandria , and in the 5th
century by Quodvultdeus and Eusebius (c. 263–339)
Sulpicius/Sulpitius Severus (Historian) 363-420 A.D. says John the apostle and
evangelist wrote Revelation in History book 2 ch.31 p.112
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Athanasius (296 -373 A.D.) “Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New
Testament. These are, the four Gospels, according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and Epistles (called Catholic), seven, viz. of James,
one; of Peter, two; of John, three; after these, one of Jude. In addition, there are fourteen
Epistles of Paul, written in this order. The first, to the Romans; then two to the
Corinthians; after these, to the Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians;
then to the Colossians; after these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the Hebrews; and
again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the
Revelation of John." (Athanasius’ Festal Letter 39 ch.5 p.552)
Augustine of Hippo (388-430 A.D.) quotes Revelation 5:9 as by John. On the
Forgiveness of Sin, and Baptism) book 1 ch.51 p.34. He also refers to Revelation 21:3.
He also mentions the evangelist John in the book which is called the Apocalypse in The
City of God book 20 ch.7 p.426
See http://www.biblequery.org/Bible/BibleCanon/EarlyChristianNTGridReferences.htm
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Traditional theory holds the writer as John the Apostle

APOSTLE JOHN (6 - 100 AD)
John the Apostle (Aramaic Yoħanna, Koine Greek Ἰωάννης) (c. AD 6 – c. 1999) was one
of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus.
He was the son of Zebedee and Salome and brother of James, son of Zebedee, another of
the Twelve Apostles. John, his brother James and the apostles Peter and Andrew were all
partners in a fishing business prior to their calls by Jesus to follow Him (Zebedee & Sons
Limited). It is said that John owned a home in Jerusalem and that it is thought that
Nicodemus met with Jesus there.
Salome was one of the sisters of Mary, Mother of Jesus. This makes John as the first
cousin of Jesus and hence considered, brother of Jesus. However he does not claim this
status anywhere, preferring to be called a slave of Jesus.
John was one of the disciples of Jesus and is referred to as the "the disciple whom Jesus
loved" is referred to.
ὁ µαθητὴς ὃν ἠγάπα ὁ Ἰησοῦς, ho mathētēs hon ēgapā ho Iēsous
ὃν ἐφίλει ὁ Ἰησοῦς, hon ephilei ho Iēsous
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•

•
•

•
•

•

It is the Beloved Disciple who, while reclining beside Jesus at the Last Supper,
asks Jesus, after being requested by Peter to do so, who it is that will betray him.
Jn 13:23-25
Later at the crucifixion, Jesus tells his mother, "Woman, here is your son", and to
the Beloved Disciple he says, "Here is your mother." Jn 19:26-27 [
When Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb, she runs to tell the Beloved
Disciple and Peter. The two men rush to the empty tomb and the Beloved Disciple
is the first to reach the empty tomb. However, Peter is the first to enter. Jn 20:1-20
In John 21, the last chapter of the Gospel of John, the Beloved Disciple is one of
seven fishermen involved in the miraculous catch of 153 fish.
Also in the book's final chapter, the Beloved Disciple is the subject of the
reprimand given to Simon Peter by Jesus when Simon Peter dares to question the
Beloved Disciple's continued presence. (John 21:20-23)
Finally, again in the gospel's last chapter; it states that the very book itself is
based on the written testimony of the disciple whom Jesus loved. (John 21:24)

There are also two references to an unnamed "other disciple" in John 1:35-40 and
John 18:15-16, which may be to the same person based on the wording in John 20:2
The apostle John was a historical figure, one of the "pillars" of the Jerusalem church after
Jesus' death. Some scholars believe that John was martyred along with his brother (Acts
12:1-2) though it is not mentioned in the Bible. The apostle John rose to a position of
influence within world-wide Christianity and shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem
by the Romans in 70 AD, he moved to Ephesus (in modern day, Turkey.) with Mary
mother of Jesus. Mary might have been hardly 20 years older than John. He became the
pastor of the church in Ephesus and had a special relationship with other churches in the
area which forms the seven churches in the book of Revelation.
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Tradition holds that he outlived the remaining apostles and all others suffered martyrdom.
John alone died of natural causes "in great old age in Ephesus " around 100 AD thus
closing the Apostolic Age. This closed the Canon of Bible as with the death of John no
other apostles could vouch for the authenticity of later writings.
The Church Fathers consider him the same person as





John the Evangelist,
John of Patmos , and
the Beloved Disciple.

The Church Fathers generally identify him as the author of five books in the New
Testament:

the Gospel of John,

three Epistles of John I, II and III, and

the Book of Revelation.
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Symbol: John has two symbols: one as apostle and one as evangelist. The serpent and
chalice on the symbol for John the apostle represent attempts on John’s life. The symbol
of the Evangelist John is the high flying Eagle indicating the Visions and his
understanding of Jesus as the Logos made Flesh.

The house in Ephesus where Mary mother of Jesus was cared for by Apostle John
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PATMOS

Patmos is an island southwest of Samos, mentioned once in the Bible, Revelation 1:9, "I,
John.... was in the isle that is called Patmos , for the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus" (dia ton logon tou theou kai ten marturian Iesou).
The island is 10 miles long, and about 6 broad along the northern coast. It is for the most
part rocky. The highest part is Mount Elias , which rises to a height of over 800 ft. As in
Greece , and in the adjacent mainland of Asia Minor , the land is treeless. Near the city of
Patmos there is a good harbor.
A famous monastery, Christodulos, was founded on the island in 1088. Near this is a
thriving school, attended by students from all parts of the Archipelago. The population of
the island numbers 3,000, almost entirely Greek. The ancient capital was on an isthmus
between the inlets of La Scala and Merika. Many ruins can still be seen. The huge walls
of Cyclopean masonry, similar to those at Tiryns , attest their great age. In Roman times
Patmos was one of the many places to which Rome banished her exiles. In 95 A.D.,
according to a tradition preserved by Irenaeus, Eusebius, Jerome and others, John was
exiled here-in the 14th year of the reign of Domitian-whence he returned to Ephesus
under Nerva (96 A.D.). The cave in which he is said to have seen his visions is still
pointed out to the traveler. Only a small part of the once valuable library in the monastery
of Christodulos is left. Just 100 years ago (1814) Mr. E.D. Clark purchased here the
manuscript of Plato which is now in the Bodleian Library, the celebrated Clarkianus, a
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parchment written in the year 895, and admittedly the best of all for the 1st of the 2
volumes into which the works of Plato were divided for convenience. Patmos is
mentioned by Thucydides (iii.33), by Pliny (NH, iv.23), and by Strabo (x.5).

Monastery of the Apocalypse, built above a cave where tradition says the apostle
John had his vision from Jesus recorded in Revelation.

The mosaic over the monastery entrance portraying John dictating his visions.
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In the grotto wall are two recesses, one fenced off and outlined in silver, where
legend says John placed his head while resting, another a supposed handhold to help
the aged man stand up. Nearby is a ledge which was said to have been used as a desk
by Prochoros to record John's visions

The Catholic Encyclopedia records about John as follows:
"New Testament accounts
John was the son of Zebedee and Salome, and the brother of James the Greater. In
the Gospels the two brothers are often called after their father "the sons of Zebedee" and
received from Christ the honourable title of Boanerges, i.e. "sons of thunder" (Mark
3:17). Originally they were fishermen and fished with their father in the Lake of
Genesareth . According to the usual and entirely probable explanation they became,
however, for a time disciples of John the Baptist, and were called by Christ from the
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circle of John's followers, together with Peter and Andrew, to become His disciples (John
1:35-42). The first disciples returned with their new Master from the Jordan to Galilee
and apparently both John and the others remained for some time with Jesus (cf. John ii,
12, 22; iv, 2, 8, 27 sqq.). Yet after the second return from Judea , John and his
companions went back again to their trade of fishing until he and they were called by
Christ to definitive discipleship (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20). In the lists of the
Apostles John has the second place (Acts 1:13), the third (Mark 3:17), and the fourth
(Matthew 10:3; Luke 6:14), yet always after James with the exception of a few passages
(Luke 8:51; 9:28 in the Greek text; Acts 1:13).
From James being thus placed first, the conclusion is drawn that John was the younger of
the two brothers. In any case John had a prominent position in the Apostolic body.

Peter, James, and he were the only witnesses of the raising of Jairus's daughter
(Mark 5:37),

of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1), and

of the Agony in Gethsemani (Matthew 26:37).

Only he and Peter were sent into the city to make the preparation for the Last
Supper (Luke 22:8).

At the Supper itself his place was next to Christ on Whose breast he leaned
(John 13:23, 25).

According to the general interpretation John was also that "other disciple"
who with Peter followed Christ after the arrest into the palace of the high-priest
(John 18:15).

John alone remained near his beloved Master at the foot of the Cross on
Calvary with the Mother of Jesus and the pious women, and took the desolate
Mother into his care as the last legacy of Christ (John 19:25-27).

After the Resurrection John with Peter was the first of the disciples to hasten
to the grave and he was the first to believe that Christ had truly risen (John 20:210).

When later Christ appeared at the Lake of Genesareth John was also the first
of the seven disciples present who recognized his Master standing on the shore
(John 21:7).

The Fourth Evangelist has shown us most clearly how close the relationship
was in which he always stood to his Lord and Master by the title with which he is
accustomed to indicate himself without giving his name: "the disciple whom
Jesus loved".

After Christ's Ascension and the Descent of the Holy Spirit, John took,
together with Peter, a prominent part in the founding and guidance of the Church.
We see him in the company of Peter at the healing of the lame man in the Temple
(Acts 3:1 sqq.). With Peter he is also thrown into prison (Acts 4:3). Again, we
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find him with the prince of the Apostles visiting the newly converted in Samaria
(Acts 8:14).
We have no positive information concerning the duration of this activity in Palestine .
Apparently John in common with the other Apostles remained some twelve years in this
first field of labour, until the persecution of Herod Agrippa I led to the scattering of
the Apostles through the various provinces of the Roman Empire (cf. Acts 12:1-17).
Notwithstanding the opinion to the contrary of many writers, it does not appear
improbable that John then went for the first time to Asia Minor and exercised his
Apostolic office in various provinces there. In any case a Christian community was
already in existence at Ephesus before Paul's first labours there (cf. "the brethren", Acts
18:27, in addition to Priscilla and Aquila), and it is easy to connect a sojourn of John in
these provinces with the fact that the Holy Ghost did not permit the Apostle Paul on his
second missionary journey to proclaim the Gospel in Asia, Mysia, and Bithynia (Acts
16:6 sq.). There is just as little against such an acceptation in the later account in Acts of
St. Paul's third missionary journey. But in any case such a sojourn by John in Asia in this
first period was neither long nor uninterrupted.
He returned with the other disciples to Jerusalem for the Apostolic Council (about
A.D. 51). St. Paul in opposing his enemies in Galatia names John explicitly along with
Peter and James the Less as a "pillar of the Church", and refers to the recognition which
his Apostolic preaching of a Gospel free from the law received from these three, the most
prominent men of the old Mother-Church at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9). When Paul came
again to Jerusalem after the second and after the third journey (Acts 18:22; 21:17 sq.) he
seems no longer to have met John there. Some wish to draw the conclusion from this that
John left Palestine between the years 52 and 55.
Of the other New-Testament writings, it is only from the three Epistles of John and the
Apocalypse that anything further is learned concerning the person of the Apostle. We
may be permitted here to take as proven the unity of the author of these three writings
handed down under the name of John and his identity with the Evangelist.
Both the Epistles and the Apocalypse, however, presuppose that

their author John belonged to the multitude of personal eyewitnesses of the
life and work of Christ (cf. especially 1 John 1:1-5; 4:14),

that he had lived for a long time in Asia Minor , was thoroughly acquainted
with the conditions existing in the various Christian communities there, and

that he had a position of authority recognized by all Christian communities as
leader of this part of the Church. Moreover,the Apocalypse tells us that its author
was on the island of Patmos "for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus",
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when he was honoured with the heavenly Revelation contained in the Apocalypse
(Revelation 1:9).
The alleged presbyter John
The author of the Second and Third Epistles of John designates himself in the
superscription of each by the name (ho presbyteros), "the ancient", "the old". Papias,
Bishop of Hierapolis, also uses the same name to designate the "Presbyter John" as in
addition to Aristion, his particular authority, directly after he has named the presbyters
Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, James, John, and Matthew (in Eusebius, Church History
III.39.4).
Eusebius was the first to draw, on account of these words of Papias, the distinction
between a Presbyter John and the Apostle John, and this distinction was also spread in
Western Europe by St. Jerome on the authority of Eusebius. The opinion of Eusebius has
been frequently revived by modern writers, chiefly to support the denial of the Apostolic
origin of the Fourth Gospel. The distinction, however, has no historical basis. First, the
testimony of Eusebius in this matter is not worthy of belief. He contradicts himself, as in
his "Chronicle" he expressly calls the Apostle John the teacher of Papias ("ad annum
Abrah 2114"), as does Jerome also in Ep. lxxv, "Ad Theodoram", iii, and in Illustrious
Men 18. Eusebius was also influenced by his erroneous doctrinal opinions as he denied
the Apostolic origin of the Apocalypse and ascribed this writing to an author differing
from St. John but of the same name.
St. Irenæus also positively designates the Apostle and Evangelist John as the teacher of
Papias, and neither he nor any other writer before Eusebius had any idea of a second John
in Asia (Against Heresies V.33.4). In what Papias himself says the connection plainly
shows that in this passage by the word presbyters only Apostles can be understood. If
John is mentioned twice the explanation lies in the peculiar relationship in which Papias
stood to this, his most eminent teacher. By inquiring of others he had learned some things
indirectly from John, just as he had from the other Apostles referred to. In addition he had
received information concerning the teachings and acts of Jesus directly, without the
intervention of others, from the still living "Presbyter John", as he also had from Aristion.
Thus the teaching of Papias casts absolutely no doubt upon what the New-Testament
writings presuppose and expressly mention concerning the residence of the Evangelist
John in Asia .
The later accounts of John
The Christian writers of the second and third centuries testify to us as a tradition
universally recognized and doubted by no one that the Apostle and Evangelist John lived
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in Asia Minor in the last decades of the first century and from Ephesus had guided the
Churches of that province.
In his "Dialogue with Tryphon" (Chapter 81) St. Justin Martyr refers to "John, one of
the Apostles of Christ" as a witness who had lived "with us", that is, at Ephesus.
St. Irenæus speaks in very many places of the Apostle John and his residence in Asia
and expressly declares that he wrote his Gospel at Ephesus (Against Heresies III.1.1), and
that he had lived there until the reign of Trajan (loc. cit., II, xxii, 5).
With Eusebius (Church History III.13.1) and others we are obliged to place the Apostle's
banishment to Patmos in the reign of the Emperor Domitian (81-96).
Previous to this, according to Tertullian's testimony (De praescript., xxxvi), John had
been thrown into a cauldron of boiling oil before the Porta Latina at Rome without
suffering injury.
After Domitian's death the Apostle returned to Ephesus during the reign of Trajan,
and at Ephesus he died about A.D. 100 at a great age. Tradition reports many beautiful
traits of the last years of his life: that he refused to remain under the same roof with
Cerinthus (Irenaeus "Ad. haer.", III, iii, 4); his touching anxiety about a youth who had
become a robber (Clemens Alex., "Quis dives salvetur", xiii); his constantly repeated
words of exhortation at the end of his life, "Little children, love one another" (Jerome,
"Comm. in ep. ad. Gal.", vi, 10). On the other hand the stories told in the apocryphal Acts
of John, which appeared as early as the second century, are unhistorical invention.
Early Christian art usually represents St. John with an eagle, symbolizing the heights to
which he rises in the first chapter of his Gospel. The chalice as symbolic of St. John ,
which, according to some authorities, was not adopted until the thirteenth century, is
sometimes interpreted with reference to the Last Supper, again as connected with the
legend according to which St. John was handed a cup of poisoned wine, from which, at
his blessing, the poison rose in the shape of a serpent. Perhaps the most natural
explanation is to be found in the words of Christ to John and James "My chalice indeed
you shall drink" (Matthew 20:23)."
"Revelation: Introduction," United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, at:
http://www.usccb.org/ gives the following statement:
"...there are definite linguistic and theological affinities between the two books
[Revelation and the Gospel of John]. The tone of the letters to the seven churches
[Revelation 1:4 to 3:33]... is indicative of the great authority the author enjoyed over the
Christian communities in Asia . It is possible, therefore, that he was a disciple of John the
Apostle who is traditionally associated with that part of the world."
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Gospel according to John differs considerably from the synoptic gospels, giving us
the divine aspect of Jesus starting with the assertion that "Word was God" and "Word
became flesh and dwelt among us." It was the last of the Gospels. The bishops of Asia
Minor supposedly requested him to write his gospel to deal with the heresy of the
Ebionites, who asserted that Christ did not exist before Mary gave birth to Jesus.
Because of this difference, John is associated with the high flying eagle with visions from
above.

Apostle John the Gospel Writer
John the Apostle wrote the Gospels and later wrote the epistles of John. When the
persecution broke out he was held as a prisoner by the Romans on The Island of Patmos
some time after 90 AD. This is why John addressed it to the Seven Churches of Asia , as
instructed in Revelation 1:11 which were under his care.
Of the Twelve Apostles, apparently only John survived to old age and died a natural
death without being killed. People give two reasons for this.

First, John was given the care for Mary by Jesus while he was on the cross,
since Joseph was obviously already dead at that time. Mary would have been less
than 20 years older than her nephew John and died under his care sometime in
AD 45-50

The second reason was that John was chosen to be given to write the Book of
Revelation. Jesus did mention this possibility in John 21:20-23.
(Joh 21:20-24) "Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following;
who also leaned back on his breast at the supper, and said, Lord, who is he that betrayeth
thee? Peter therefore seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus
saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me.
This saying therefore went forth among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet
Jesus said not unto him, that he should not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what
is that to thee?
This is the disciple that beareth witness of these things, and wrote these things: and
we know that his witness is true."
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The traditional stand is supported by the fact both the Gospel of John and the Revelation
both have identical Christology and Soteriology with emphasis on the Divine nature of
Jesus. If the Gospel declared that Jesus was the "Word made Flesh" and "Word was
God", the Revelation, present Jesus' role as redeemer of the creation being the purpose of
incarnation. In this sense Revelation is a continuation of the Gospel itself.
Differing Opinions
Some ancient church fathers however denied that the author of the Gospel of John also
wrote Revelation.

They included John Chrysostom (Patriarch of Constantinople 344 - 407), Cyril of
Jerusalem (ca. 313 – 386), Denis of Alexandria, Eusebius of Caesarea (260-341), and
Gregory Nazianzen (c. 335 – c. 395).
Eusebius wrote: "The phrasing itself also helps to differentiate between the Gospel and
Epistle[s of John] on the one hand and the book of Revelation on the other. The first two
are written not only without errors in the Greek, but also with real skill with respect to
vocabulary, logic and coherence of meaning. You won't find any barbaric expression,
grammatical flaw, or vulgar expression in them. ... I don't deny that this other author had
revelations ... but I notice that in neither language nor in style does he write accurate
Greek. He makes use of barbaric expressions and is sometimes guilty even of
grammatical error ... I don't say this in order to accuse him (far from it!), but simply to
demonstrate that the two books are not at all similar." (Bishop of Alexandria from 247
- 264.)
Origen held it to be inspired and authoritative in the same sense in which Dionysius held
the Apocalypse to be,—i.e. as composed by an apostle’s pupil, not by an apostle.
(http://www.bible-researcher.com/eusebius.html)
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Dionysius of Alexandria (190 - 265) who was a pupil Oriegen who became the head of
the school after him says: "That, therefore, he was named John and that this book is by a
John - some holy, inspired writer - I will not deny. But I do not agree that he was the
apostle, the son of Zebedee, the brother of James, who wrote the Gospel according to
John and the general epistle. From the character of each and on the style and format of
[Revelation], I conclude that the author is not the same. For the Evangelist nowhere
names himself in either the Gospel or Epistle in either the first or third persons, whereas
the author of Revelation announces himself at the very beginning: "The revelation of
Jesus Christ which he ... sent by his angel to his servant John....."
"And from the conceptions too, and from the ideas and the word order, one might
naturally assume that this writer was a different person from the other. For there is indeed
a mutual agreement between the Gospel and the Epistle, and they begin alike. The one
says, "In the beginning was the Word;" the other, "That which was from the beginning." .
. . He is consistent with himself and does not depart from what he has proposed, but
proceeds throughout under the same main ideas and expressions, certain of which we
shall mention briefly. But the attentive reader will find frequently in one and the other
"the life," "the light," "turning from darkness;" continually "the truth," "the grace," "the
joy," "the flesh and blood of the Lord," "the judgement," "the forgiveness of sins," . . . In
a word, it is obvious that those who observe their character throughout will see at a
glance that the Gospel and Epistle are inseparably in complete agreement. But the
Apocalypse is utterly different from, and foreign to, these writings; it has no connexion,
no affinity, in any way with them; it scarcely, to to speak, has even a syllable in common
with them."......
"And further, by means of the style one can estimate the difference between the Gospel
and Epistle and the Apocalypse. For the former are not only written in faultless Greek,
but also show the greatest literary skill in their diction, their reasonings, and the
constructions in which they are expressed. There is a complete absence of any barbarous
word, or solecism, or any vulgarism whatever. Their author had, as it seems, both kinds
of word by the free gift of the Lord: the word of knowledge and the word of speech. I will
not deny that the other writer had seen revelations and received knowledge and prophecy;
but I observe from his style that his use of the Greek language is not accurate; he employs
uncultivated idioms, in some places commits downright solecisms. These there is no need
to single out now. For I have not said these things in derision (let no one think it), but
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merely to establish the dissimilarity of these writings" ( as quoted by Eusebius, H.E.7.25)
.....
Some Catholic scholars state that "vocabulary, grammar, and style make it doubtful that
the book could have been put into its present form by the same person responsible for the
fourth gospel".
However, these differences can be easily accounted for by the demands of the genre
especially when the seer is in a vision trance. Seer is trying to express something
which he himself do not understand fully and is under the stress. It is quite possible,
some portions were added by his pupils and probably by other scribes as they transcribed
from one copy to another.
+++++++++

In A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Revelation of St. John ,
R. H. Charles
T. & T. Clark, 1920 explains:
"§ 1. Short Account of the Seer and his Work.
JOHN the Seer, to whom we owe the Apocalypse, was a Jewish Christian who had in all
probability spent the greater part of his life in Galilee before he emigrated to Asia Minor
and settled in Ephesus, the chief centre of Greek civilization in that province. This
conclusion is in part to be drawn not only from his defective knowledge of Greek and the
unparalleled liberties he takes with its syntax, but also from the fact that to a certain
extent he creates a Greek grammar of his own. He had never mastered the Greek of his
own day. The language of his adoption was not for him a normalized and rigid medium
of utterance: nay rather, it was still for him in a fluid condition, and so he used it freely,
remodelling its syntactical usages and launching forth into unheard of expressions. Hence
his style is absolutely unique. That he has set at defiance the grammarian and the usual
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rules of syntax is unquestionable, but he did not do so deliberately. He had no such
intention. His object was to drive home his message with all the powers at his command,
and this he does in some of the sublimest passages in all literature. With such an object in
view he had no thought of consistently committing breaches of Greek syntax.
How then is the unbridled licence of his Greek constructions to be explained? The reason,
as the present writer hopes to prove, is that while he wrote in Greek he thought in Hebrew
and frequently translated Hebrew idioms literally into Greek. In Galilee he had no doubt
used Aramaic as the ordinary vehicle of intercourse with his fellows, but all his serious
studies were rooted in Hebrew. He had so profound a knowledge of the O.T. that he
constantly uses its phraseology not only consciously, but even unconsciously. When
using it consciously he uses the Hebrew text, and translates it generally first hand; but not
infrequently his renderings are influenced not only by the LXX, but also by a later
version, which is now lost in its original form, but which was re-edited by Theodotion
100 years later."
[John Arthur Thomas Robinson (1919 – 1983) was a New Testament scholar, author and
a former Anglican Bishop of Woolwich , England . He was a lecturer at Trinity College ,
Cambridge , and later Dean of Trinity College until his death in 1983.] According to
Robinson's "Redating the New Testament" (1976) John's "poor" Greek is a literary
device since Galileans were known to have excellent Greek. He says: "The Greek of the
Apocalypse is not that of a beginner whose grammar and vocabulary might improve and
mature into those of the evangelist. It is the pidgin Greek of someone who appears to
know exactly what he is about"
Early Apostolic Fathers, were familiar with the book and quoted from it indicaing its
authority in the church in the second half of the first century and the first half of the
second century.

Papias of Hierapolis (70–155) accepts the authority of the Book of Revelation and
comments on the book (Ecclesiastical History 3.39).
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Eusebius asserts that Melito, Bishop of Sardis (160-190 A.D.), one of the Seven
Churches of the Apocalypse, acknowledged the Revelation of John and wrote a
commentary on it (Eusebius, Church History IV.26; Jerome, De vir. illustr. 9). However
it appears that he never clearly defined the author as Apostle John. This may be simply
because it was generally assumed and did not needed specific mention. John to him was
Apostle John.
Theophilus, bishop of Antioch , (7th Bishop of Antioch (c. 169–c. 183)) also quoted
from the book in a treatise composed against Hermogenes (Ecclesiastical History 4.24).
Christians of Vienna and Lugdunum (177 A.D.) quotes part of Revelation 14:4 p.779
and paraphrase Revelation 22:11 (which is also Daniel 12:10) on p.783. They quote Rev
1:5 and half of Revelation 3:14 on p.784.
The Didache (∆ιδαχή) or The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (Didachē means
"Teaching") is a brief early Christian treatise, dated by most scholars to the late first or
120-150 A.D. The first line of this treatise is "Teaching of the Lord to the Gentiles (or
Nations) by the Twelve Apostles" Lost for centuries, a Greek manuscript of the Didache
was rediscovered in 1873 by Philotheos Bryennios, Metropolitan of Nicomedia in the
Codex Hierosolymitanus. A Latin version of the first five chapters was discovered in
1900 by J. Schlecht. The Didache is considered part of the category of second-generation
Christian writings known as the Apostolic Fathers. The Didache ch.16 p.382 alludes to
Revelation 12:9 and other verse. It says, “then shall appear the world-deceiver as Son of
God, and shall do signs and wonders, and the earth shall be delivered into his hands, and
he shall do iniquitous things which have never yet come to pass since the beginning.
Then shall the creation of men come into the fire of trial, and many shall be made to
stumble and shall perish; but they that endure in their faith shall be saved from under the
curse itself. And then shall appear the sings of the truth; first, the sign of an outspreading
in heaven; then the sign of the sound of the trumpet; and the third, the resurrection of the
dead; yet not of all, but as it is said: The Lord shall come and all His saints with Him.
Then shall the world see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.”ch.11 p.380 uses
the word Maranatha, which is the final declaration of faith in Revelation 22:20.
Ambrose of Milan (370-390 A.D.) quotes Revelation 1:8 as “Scripture”. On the
Christian Faith book 2 ch.4.35 p.228
John Cassian the Semi-Pelagian (419-320 A.D.) quotes Revelation 4:4 as the Holy
Apocalypse in the Conference of the Abbot Abraham ch.1 p.531. quotes Revelaton 18:7
as in the Apocalypse. On Penitents ch.18.2 p.84
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Pacian of Barcelona (343-377-379-392 A.D.) (partial) refers to Revelation 2:5 as in the
Apocalypse. (Does not say by John though.) On Penance ch.11 (3) p.86

Eusebius was not inclined to class the Apocalypse as canon and Jerome (347–420)
relegated it to second class. Most canons included it, but some in the Eastern Church
rejected it. It is not included in the Peshitta (an early New Testament in Aramaic).
The Book of Revelation is found in the Muratorian Canon: "We receive only the
apocalypses of John and Peter." The John referred to is no doubt John the apostle, the son
of Zebedee. The Muratorian Canon is an ancient list of canonical books drawn up in
Greek. The original text of the Muratorian fragment is normally dated to about 170 AD.
or slightly later, partly on the grounds that its author refers to Pius I, bishop of Rome
(142-157 and survive in a single copy in poor Latin discovered by Muratori. Some have
redated the canon to the fourth century.

Lodovico Antonio Muratori (1672–1750), discoverer of the Muratorian fragment
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The Bamberg Apocalypse text of the Book of Revelation. The Muratorian fragment
accepts the Book of Revelation along with the Apocalypse of Peter, and the Shepherd of
Hermas, which were ultimately omitted from the New Testament.
Those who affirm the authorship of Revelation to Apsotle John, include Tertullian
(Adversus Marcionem. 3.14, 24), Clement of Alexandria (150–215) (Paedagogu. 2.119;
Quis div. 42; Strom. 6.106, 107) and Origen (In Johann. 1.14 [see H.E. 6.25.9]; 5.3).
"What are we to say of him who leaned on Jesus' breast, namely, John, who left one
Gospel, though confessing that he could make so many that the world would not contain
them? But he wrote also the Apocalypse, being commanded to be silent and not to write
the voices of the seven thunders").

Modern theories
However much later in history early Christian historians began to doubt the authorship of
Revelation to Apostle John. This was essentially based on the literary style of Revelation
in contrast to the Gospel and the Epistles of John.

63

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

St. Sophronius of Jerusalem
Around 600 AD, Sophronius of Jerusalem (560 in Damascus – 638 in Jerusalem) noted
that "two epistles bearing his name ... are considered by some to be the work of a certain
John the Elder" and, while the book of Revelation was written by John of Patmos, and
that it was “later translated by Justin Martyr and Irenaeus”, presumably in an attempt to
reconcile tradition with the obvious differences in Greek style. In most cases the authors
employed scribes to write down their dictation who polished the presentation in their own
style which influenced the style of the final documents. John perhaps employed different
scribes for his several works who dictated his words. Again the style depends on the
subject matter. Evidently Revelation falls within a totally different category.
We should also remember that in ancient times, the disciples of a teacher wrote in the
name of their teachers as a general practice showing the school to which they belong. It
is certain that most of the disciples of Jesus employed scribes who wrote down the
dictation and put them in their own literary styles. This is to be expected especially of the
Revelation since John the Apostle was almost 100 years old, probably weak in body as
well as in eye sight.

Even if one has to assume that John the Seer who wrote the Revelation is not the same
person as the John of the Gospel and Epistle they come from the same school. This was
common in the Old Testament Prophetic School where the Students claimed the name of
the Prophet or wrote in their name. Since the Prophets did not form Schools in the
Christian heritage this may be the first such occurrence we can find.
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R. H. Charles in his "A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on The Revelation of
St. John " in his study of linguistic evidence concludes to a similar result "John the
Seer was quite distinct from the author of the Gospel and Epistles. That the Gospel and
Epistles were from one and the same author, who was probably John the Elder, I have
shown below. That these two Johns belonged to the same religious circle, or that the
author of the Gospel was a pupil of John the Seer, is not improbable."
Actually it could be the other way round also with a relation of Professor to the Reseach
Student of today
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V
WHEN WAS THE BOOK OF REVELATION WRITTEN?
Though we have shown that the book of Revelation most probably was written by John,
there is a controversy concerning the date of writing the Book and even the date of
martyrdom of John. There are two dates that are commonly mentioned for the writing of
the Book of Revelation: According to early tradition, this book was composed near the
end of Domitian's reign, around the year 95 AD. Others particularly the Preterists contend
for an earlier date, 68 or 69 AD, in the reign of Nero or shortly thereafter. This
contention is based on the assumption that John the Apostle was martyred by the Jews
before the destruction of the Temple in AD 70. The majority of modern scholars accept
one of these two dates, with most accepting the Domitian one.

The conditions of John's seven churches in Revelation appear to describe a secondgeneration church setting rather than that of a first-generation.
For example, the Church of Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7) is charged with abandoning their first
love and warned of the Nicolaitan heresy. If John had written Revelation in AD 65, it
would have overlapped with Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and Timothy. However, Paul
makes no mention of either the loss of first love or the threat of the Nicolaitans. Ephesus
was Paul’s headquarters for three years, and Apollos served there along with Aquila and
Priscilla.
Again the church of Smyrna did not exist during Paul’s ministry (AD 60-64) as recorded
by Polycarp, the first bishop of the city.
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Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22) is rebuked for being wealthy and lukewarm. However, in his
letter to the Colossians, Paul commends the church three times (2:2, 4:13, 16). It would
likely take more than three years for the church to decline to the point that chapter 3
would state there to be no commendable aspect about it. Also, an earthquake in AD 61
left the city in ruins for many years. Thus, it is unlikely that in a ruined condition John
would describe them as rich.
Preterists who favor the AD 70 date pose the question, “Why doesn’t John mention the
fall of the Temple which occurred in AD 70?” However John was not writing to the
Jewish audience but to a Gentile audience in Asia Minor which was far removed from
Jerusalem and they had little or no interest in the Temple .
John mentions the temple in Revelation 11:1-2, this does not mean it exists at the time of
his writing. In Daniel 9:26-27 and Ezekiel 40-48, both prophets describe the temple, but
it was not in existence when they described a future temple in their writings.
What did Jesus mean in Matthew 24:34 when He said, “This generation will certainly not
pass away until all these things have happened”? The common futurist response is that
Jesus was stating that the future generation about which he was speaking would not pass
away once “these things” had begun.
Domitian
11th Emperor of the Roman Empire

Emperor Domitian,
However, other ancient witnesses (such as the Old Syriac Version, 2nd century) put
John's time on Patmos during the reign of Nero.
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This is supported by the reference to Rev. 13:18 “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath
understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his
number is six hundred threescore and six.”
The numerical values of the Hebrew letters (NRWN QSR) in Neron Kesar (Nero Caesar)
are:

In Revelation 13:7, the Beast is said to "make war with the saints and to overcome them."
Revelation 13:5 says that the beast would conduct such blasphemous warfare for a
specific period of time: 42 months.
The Neronic persecution was instituted in 64 AD and lasted until his death in June 68
AD, which is three and a half years, or 42 months!
If Nero’s name is written without the final "N" (i.e., the way it would occur to a Gentile
to spell it in Hebrew NRW QSR), it yields the number 616 — which is exactly the variant
reading in a few New Testament manuscripts
The early tradition says that the Christians under the persecution for fear of arrest and
being thrown to the lions used the code 666 or 616 because “Nero Caesar”, written in
Hebrew gives the number 666 (In the Greek manuscripts, the number is rendered in
Greek numerical form as χξϛʹ, or sometimes literally as ἑξακόσιοι ἑξήκοντα ἕξ,
hexakósioi hexēkonta héx, "six hundred and sixty-six") based on the gematria method
converting letters into numbers. An alternative spelling gave even the number 616.
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(Papyrus 115 and Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus C reads the number of the beast in (13:18)
as 616.) These came to mean - the Anti-Christ.
Eusebius in AD 325, writes: "We will not, however, incur the risk of pronouncing
positively as to the name of Antichrist; for if it were necessary that his name should be
distinctly revealed in this present time, it would have been announced by him who beheld
the apocalyptic vision. For that was seen not very long time since, but almost in our day,
towards the end of Domitian's reign."
http://www.kennethgentry.com/Merchant2/apocalypse.htm
by Dr. Kenneth Gentry Jr.
"There are suggestive evidences within the book to date it in the mid- to late-60s of the
first century. In fact, the evidence is persuasive enough that it convinced such notable
scholars Moses Stuart, F. J. A. Hort, B. F. Westcott, and F. W. Farrar in the last century,
and J. A. T. Robinson, R. A. Torrey, Albert A. Bell, and C.F. D. Moule in our own day.
"Two leading indicators of the early date are:
(1) The "temple" in the "holy city" is still standing as John writes, though it is being
threatened with devastation (Rev. 11: 1-2). We know as a matter of historical fact that the
Jewish temple was destroyed in A.D. 70, and has never been rebuilt.
(2) The sixth "king" is presently ruling from the "seven mountains" and will do so until a
king comes who will reign a "short time" (Rev. 17:9-10). The preterist takes this to be a
clear enough allusion to Nero Caesar. According to the enumeration found in Josephus'
Antiquities (18:2:2,6, 10) and Suetonius' Lives of the Twelve Caesars, Nero is Rome's
sixth emperor, following Julius Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius, Gaius, and Claudius. The
next reigning emperor, Galba, reigned but six months, the shortest reigning emperor until
that time."
Source
It has also been contended that the core verses of the book of Revelation from chapters 4
through 22 and the emphasis on the Lamb of God, are actually the surviving records of
the prophecies of John the Baptist. But we have no definite information about any such
revelation of John the Baptist.
Those who favor the later date appeal to the earliest external testimony, that of the
Christian father Irenaeus (c. 150-202), who wrote that he received his information from
people who knew John personally. Domitian, according to Eusebius of Caesarea (c. 263–
339), started the persecution referred to in the book. While some recent scholars have
questioned the existence of a large-scale Domitian persecution, others believe that
Domitian's insistence on being treated as a god may have been a source of friction
between the Church and Rome .
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The earlier date, first proposed in modern times by John Robinson in a closely argued
chapter of "Re-dating the New Testament" (1976), relies on the book's internal evidence,
given that no external testimony exists earlier than that of Irenaeus, noted above, and the
earliest extant manuscript evidence of Revelation (P98) is likewise dated no earlier than
the late 2nd century. This early dating is centered on the preterist interpretation of chapter
17, where the seven heads of the "beast" are regarded as the succession of Roman
emperors up to the time of the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, Caligula through Vespasian.
This date is supported by the preface comment to the Book of Revelation in the Aramaic
Peshitta. The title page of the Book of Revelation itself is "The revelation which God
gave the evangelist John on the island of Patmos where he had been banned by Nero
Caesar."
The emperor Nero however died in 68 AD, and according to Roman rules those banned
by a Caesar would be released after the Caesar's death. So if the vision was while he was
in Patmos under the rule of Nero he would have been released by 68 AD. Hence the
vision must have taken place around that time.
Some interpreters attempt to reconcile the two dates by placing the visions themselves at
the earlier date (during the 60s) and the publication of Revelation under Domitian, who
reigned in the 90s .
The apostle Paul established nine churches in Asia Minor , but only seven were addressed
in Revelation. The reason for this is that the cities of Colosse, Hierapolis , and Laodicea ,
were all destroyed by an earthquake around AD 61. Laodicea was rebuilt soon
afterwards, but the other two cities were not. This left only seven churches in Asia during
the five years just prior to the beginning of the Roman/Jewish war. This will explain the
Seven Churches.
Revelation 11 talks about the temple, indicating the existence of the Temple . It then
goes on to say , "And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt , where also our Lord was crucified." This
shows that John was referring to the Jerusalem which was the place where Jesus was
crucified. Spiritually Jerusalem was Sodom and Gomorrah as a result of which the
destruction will come upon it. Thus John prophesied in Jerusalem to the people while the
temple was still standing.
+++++++++++++++++
(http://www.thingstocome.org/datrev.htm gives the following series of references)
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Irenaeus (c. 130-202) bishop of Lyons in Gaul in Against Heresies (A.D. 180-199),
Book V, Chapter 30, says: "We will not, however, incur the risk of pronouncing
positively as to the name of Antichrist; for if it were necessary that his name should be
distinctly revealed in this present time, it would have been announced by him who beheld
the apocalyptic vision. For that was seen no very long time since, but almost in our day,
towards the end of Domitian's reign."
Victorinus, bishop of Pattau in Pannonia and who suffered martyrdom under Emperor
Diocletian in AD 303, - a premillenarian himself - in a Latin commentary on the
Apocalypse, says "John saw this vision while in Patmos , condemned to the mines by
Domitian Caesar."
Eusebius Pamphili (260 - 341.) Bishop of Cæsarea in Palestine , known as the "Father of
Church History." Eusebius in chapter 18, Book 3 of his Church History, says: "It is said
that in this persecution the apostle and evangelist John, who was still alive, was
condemned to dwell on the island of Patmos in consequence of his testimony to the
divine word. Irenaeus, in the fifth book of his work Against Heresies, where he discusses
the number of the name of Antichrist which is given in the so-called Apocalypse of John,
speaks as follows concerning him: a "If it were necessary for his name to be proclaimed
openly at the present time, it would have been declared by him who saw the revelation.
For it was seen not long ago, but almost in our own generation, at the end of the reign of
Domitian."
Barnes Notes on the New Testament explains the importance of these witnesses as
follows:
"It will be recollected that he [Irenaeus] was a disciple of Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna ,
who was himself the disciple of the apostle John. He had, therefore, every opportunity of
obtaining correct information, and doubtless expresses the common sentiment of his age
on the subject. His character is unexceptionable, and he had no inducement to bear any
false or perverted testimony in the case. His testimony is plain and positive that the book
was written near the close of the reign of Domitian, and the testimony should be regarded
as decisive unless it can be set aside. His language in regard to the book of Revelation is:
"It was seen no long time ago, but almost in our age, at the end of the reign of
Domitian."—Lardner, ii. 181. Or, as the passage is translated by Prof. Stuart: "The
Apocalypse was seen not long ago, but almost in our generation, near the end of
Domitian’s reign." There can be no doubt, therefore, as to the meaning of the passage, or
as to the time when Irenaeus believed the book to have been written. Domitian was put to
death A.D. 96, and consequently, according to Irenaeus, the Apocalypse must have been
written not far from this time."
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Writing around AD 236, Hippolytis, in chapter one, verse 3 of On the Twelve Apostles,
says: "John, again, in Asia, was banished by Domitian the king to the isle of Patmos, in
which also he wrote his Gospel and saw the apocalyptic vision; and in Trajan's time he
fell asleep at Ephesus, where his remains were sought for, but could not be found."
About AD 270, Victorinus, In the Tenth Chapter of his Commentary on the Apocolypse
of the Blessed John, wrote , "...when John said these things he was in the island of
Patmos , condemned to the labour of the mines by Caesar Domitian. There, therefore, he
saw the Apocalypse; and when grown old, he thought that he should at length receive his
quittance by suffering, Domitian being killed, all his judgments were discharged. And
John being dismissed from the mines, thus subsequently delivered the same Apocalypse
which he had received from God."
Jerome (340- 420) wrote in the Ninth Chapter of Illustrious Men: "In the fourteenth
year then after Nero, Domitian, having raised a second persecution, he was banished to
the island of Patmos, and wrote the Apocalypse, on which Justin Martyr and Irenaeus
afterwards wrote commentaries. But Domitian having been put to death and his acts, on
account of his excessive cruelty, having been annulled by the senate, he returned to
Ephesus under Pertinax (1) and continuing there until the tithe of the emperor Trajan,
founded and built churches throughout all Asia, and, worn out by old age, died in the
sixty-eighth year after our Lord's passion and was buried near the same city."
In Against Jovinianus, Book 1, Jerome also wrote: "John is both an Apostle and an
Evangelist, and a prophet. An Apostle, because he wrote to the Churches as a master; an
Evangelist, because he composed a Gospel, a thing which no other of the Apostles,
excepting Matthew, did; a prophet, for he saw in the island of Patmos, to which he had
been banished by the Emperor Domitian as a martyr for the Lord, an Apocalypse
containing the boundless mysteries of the future."
Sulpitius Severus was an ecclesiastical writer (360.-425). In chapter 31 of Book 2 of his
Sacred History, we read:".....after an interval, Domitian, the son of Vespasian, persecuted
the Christians. At this date, he banished John the Apostle and Evangelist to the island of
Patmos .)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Godet's Bible Studies, second series, points to the following arguments:
(1.) "The condition of the churches indicated" in the second and third chapters renders the
early date improbable.
These churches were not founded before A. D. 55-58.
Paul wrote to two of these churches, Ephesus and Colosse, in A. D. 62 or 63.
Peter wrote to all the churches of that region several years later still;
Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy, at Ephesus , probably as late as A. D. 67.
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There is no hint of Apostle John being related to these Churches in these letters or their
spiritual problems.
(2.) The ecclesiastical structure described in the seven churches with one pastor "the
angel of the church," as head of the Church evolved only by the close of the first century
Godet notes the fact that an ecclesiastical organization reveals itself in the seven churches
which did not reveal itself until about the close of the first century.
(3.) The expression, "The Lord's-day," does not occur in the earlier apostolical writings.
They always speak of the "First Day of the week" instead. The term used in A. D. 68 was
"the First Day of the week," but the writers of the second century from the beginning use
"the Lord's-day." This term, then, points to a period near the beginning of the second
century as the date of Revelation.
(4.) The expressions in chap. 2:9 and 3:9 point to a complete separation between the
church and the synagogue. This complete separation did not take place until the epoch of
the destruction of Jerusalem .
There is no evidence anywhere regarding the execution of John along James his brother
not with Paul and Peter. The persecution of Nero, was local confined within the city of
Rome ; that death, instead of banishment, was the favorite method of punishment with
him. There is no evidence that John, had ever visited the region of the seven churches
before 68 AD. On the other hand, the persecution of Domitian was not local; we know
also that he sent other Christians into exile; we know also that the later years of John's
life were passed at Ephesus , where he died a normal death at old age.
Thus taking the weighted mean - giving more weight to those witnesses who were
nearer to the date - we can safely conclude that the Revelation was indeed
written by John the Apostle at the old age around 96 AD and the visions were
received while he was in Patmos.
An interesting attempt at determining the date of Apocalypse was undertaken in the
Hindu traditions of Astrology by Nikolai Alexandrovich Morozov (1854– 1946) the
Russian astronomer.
(From Wikipedia)
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The book is titled, "Die Offenbarung Johannis – Eine astronomisch-historische
Untersuchung" (English: The Revelation to John - An astronomic historical
Investigation) and was published in German in1905
In 1907 Morozov published the book "Revelation within Thunderstorm and Tempest.
History of the Apocalypses Origin." In his book Morozov makes the case that the Book
of Revelation is describing the astronomical constellation over the island of Patmos on
Sunday, September 30, 395.
In "An astronomic historical Investigation" of the 1905 Morozov claims:
1. The weekday of the event is named explicitly: Rev. 1,10: I was in the Spirit on
Sunday.
2. The description of the skies starts quite systematically at the pole with a
constellation named Throne (today: Ursa Minor) : Rev. 4,2: And a throne was set
in heaven.
3. The text continues mentioning the Milky Way and the signs of the zodiac
denoting the four seasons: Lion, Taurus, Sagittarius and Eagle (today: Aquarius):
Rev. 4,6-7: And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in
the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes
before and behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a
calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying
eagle.
4. The four horses were interpreted by Morozov as traditional metaphors for the
planets Jupiter, Mars, Mercury and Saturn. The constellations Sagittarius, Perseus,
Libra and Scorpion were sitting on them : Rev. 6,2: And I saw, and behold a
white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow. Rev. 6,4: And there went out
another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given
unto him a great sword. Rev. 6,5: And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that
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sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. Rev. 6,8: And I looked, and behold
a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him.
5. Sun and Moon were named explicitly. The only female character within the
zodiac is Virgo : Rev. 12,1: A woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.
6. As a Harlot, the planet Venus will be blamed, eventually. Venus, the symbol of
female eroticism, united with the red star Antares (Anti-Mars) within the
constellation Scorpion: Rev. 17,3-4: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored
beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked with gold and
precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations
and filthiness of her fornication.
The description within the Book of Revelation matches exactly the Constellation for the
Julian date 30-9-395.
Figure
Rev.

of

Woman
(dress)
Woman
(feet)

1 Sun
2 Moon

Virgo
Virgo

3 White horse Bow

Sagittarius

4 Pale horse

Death

Scorpion

5 Dark horse

Balances

Libra

6 Red horse

Swordsman

7

Woman
Whore

/

~Right
Right
Body
asc.
ascension
12h
Sun
12h 27m 56s
14h
12h
Moon 12h 19m 00s
14h
16h
Jupiter 17h 56m 56s
18h
14h
Saturn 14h 40m 40s
16h
12h
Mercury 13h 52m 38s
14h
/ 00h
Mars
00h 59m 38s
02h
14h
Venus 14h 54m 50s
55m

Assignment Constellation

Red beast

Perseus
Aries
Antares,
Scorpion

Declination
-3° 02.9
-2° 50.5
-24° 01.5
-13° 45.5
-14° 54.5
+3° 31.2
18° 22.9

Right ascension and Declination for the island of Patmos at 15:00 UTC on this day were
calculated using the program Yoursky.
Evidently the whole evaluation is outdated by over three centuries. Justifications are
therefore needed and is easy to find. Here are some.
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Due to precession R.A. of the stars has been shifted since 395.
Sun, Moon and the 3 outer and 2 inner planets will produce 3.732.480 combinations
within the 12 signs of the zodiac (125 × 5 × 3). Therefore, an accidental match is quite
unlikely.
It only indicates how any attempt to evaluate on the basis of movement of planets and sun
and stars are riddled with errors.
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VI
CANONICAL HISTORY OF APOCALYPSE
Formation of the Biblical Canon arose out of sheer necessity. The first generations of
Christians were not concerned about a New Testament book as canon as the living
witnesses were still alive. There was no need of any written canon. People relied on the
living witness as the final authority. Hence the Church fathers such as Ignatius (35-107),
Papias (60-130) and Justin (100-165) never even thought of the necessity of defining
what is inspired and not inspired. As the living witnesses began to die out, the necessity
of writing down the history and acceptable doctrines became an acute need.
The formation of Canon came in the following historical development
1. The Historical Jesus - words are spoken and deeds are performed by Jesus
himself during his lifetime on earth.
2. Cloud of Witnesses - The people who heard and saw Jesus in his life time
included several close circles - 3, 12, 70.....
3. Oral Tradition - traditions and teachings of Jesus were passed on by the early
witnesses who formed the early Christian communities.
4. Written Sources - some of the teachings and deeds of Jesus are written down by a
few who were with him and heard him.
5. Written Texts - As the living witnesses were dying out a few began to collect
these written sources and a compile them into sequential stories etc.
6. Distribution - some writings are copied and shared with other Christian
communities throughout the Mediterranean .
7. Collection - certain Christians begin collecting the letters of Paul and gathering
together several different Gospels.
8. Outbreak of Heresy - Different doctrines began to rise in various places. As a
result it became necessary to define the doctrine of the Catholic (Universal)
church. This led to the next step.
9. Canonization - As a result the canon of the Church depends on the Church. In
the centralized authority it is decided by their own authority and tradition.
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Marcion
The impetus towards providing a definitive list of canonical books for the New
Testament came from a heretic named Marcion (110 -160). He was a native of Sinope in
Asia Minor and was the son of the bishop of Sinope, who made his way to Rome in
AD140 and began preaching a different gospel. Marcion believed Jesus Christ was the
savior sent by God, and Paul of Tarsus was his chief apostle. Marcion taught that the god
of the Old Testament was not the true God but rather that the true and higher God had
been revealed only with Jesus Christ. Marcion wrote the Antitheses to show the
differences between the god of the Old Testament and the true God.
Marcion was excommunicated from the Roman church c. 144 CE, but he succeeded in
establishing churches of his own to rival the Catholic Church for the next two centuries.
Marcion is often thought to have first established an explicit canon. Marcion accepted
only the letters of Paul (Galatians, I & II Corinthians, Romans, I & II Thessalonians,
Laodiceans , Colossians, Philemon and Philippians) and a "purified" version of Luke's
gospel.
Irenaeus (c.130-c.200), Bishop of Hippo, argued against Marcion's inclusion of only one
gospel. therefore be four gospels." Irenaeus went on to define a canon. His list consist of
22 books of which 21 are present in today's New Testament. But he left out: Philemon, II
Peter, II & III John, Hebrews and Jude. His list included a book no longer present in the
New Testament: The Shepherd of Hermas.
The next list came from the so-called Muratorian Fragment, discovered in Milan by L.A.
Muratori who published it in 1740. The fragment is dated to around AD200. The
fragment presents a list of what its author considered to be inspired or canonical books.
The list rejects The Shepherd of Hermas, saying that it was a recent book. He added a
book The Apocalypse of Peter. Missing from the Muratorian Fragment are: I & II Peter,
Hebrews, James and III John. But it included the Apocalypse of John.
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The next canonical list came from Origen (c185-254) who in AD230 defined what he
believed to be the canon of scripture for the New Testament. He included the four
gospels, Acts, Paul's thirteen epistles, I Peter, I John and Revelation. He also mentioned
that the following books were under dispute: Hebrews, II Peter, II & III John, James,
Jude, the Epistle of Barnabas The Shepherd of Hermas, The Didache and the Gospel
According to the Hebrews.
New Testament canons of the national churches of Syria , Armenia , Georgia , Egypt
(The Coptic Church), and Ethiopia all have minor differences. The Revelation of John is
one of the most uncertain books; it was not translated into Georgian until the 10th
century, and it has never been included in the official lectionary of the Greek Church,
whether Byzantine or modern.
The late-5th or early-6th century Peshitta of the Syrian Orthodox Church includes a 22book NT, excluding II Peter, II John, III John, Jude, and Revelation Western Syrians
have added the remaining 5 books to their NT canons in modern times (such as the Lee
Peshitta of 1823). Today, the official lectionaries followed by the Malankara Syrian
Orthodox Church, with headquarters at Kottayam (India), and the Chaldean Syrian
Church, also known as the Church of the East (Nestorian), with headquarters at Trichur
(India), still present lessons from only the 22-books of the original Peshitta.
Before the Protestant Reformation, the Council of Florence in 1442 taught the inspiration
of all the Scriptures, but did not formally pass on their canonicity. It was not until the
Protestant Reformers began to insist upon the supreme authority of Scripture alone (the
doctrine of sola scriptura) that it became necessary to establish a definitive canon.
Some communities did not accept the Book of Revelation (Apocalypse) as Scripture, so it
was not so popularly read and it was a disputed book. The Council of Laodicea about 360
A.D. did not include Revelation in the Canon of Scripture. Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem,
also rejected it and forbade it's reading in public or private as well. Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexanderia, accepted it as Scripture as it is shown in his festal letter of 367 A.D.
Disputes over the canonicity of the Book of Revelation contributed to divisions in the
Eastern Church communities, and some Greek Churches of today do not accept it as
Sacred Scripture.
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Gregory of Nazianzus, Martin Luther, John Calvin
Second century Christians in Syria rejected the book of Revelation as canonical because
Montanism, a sect which was deemed to be heretical by the mainstream church, relied
heavily on it. Gregory of Nazianzus himself argued against including Revelation
within the Bible as canonical because of the difficulties involved in the interpretation and
the immense risk of abuse.
Dionysius confesses: "I, however, would not dare reject the book, since many brethren
hold it in esteem, but since my intellect cannot judge it properly, I hold that its
interpretation is a wondrous mystery. I do not understand it, but I suspect that the words
have a deeper meaning. Putting more reliance on faith than on reason, I have concluded
that they are too high for my comprehension. I do not reject what I have failed to
understand, but am rather puzzled that I failed to understand."
Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) was a German monk, priest, professor of theology and
iconic figure of the Protestant Reformation. Martin Luther proposed removing these
Antilegomena, the books of Hebrews, James, Jude and Revelation from the canon.
However, these books are ordered last in the German-language Luther Bible to this day
Luther in the preface to the German translation of Revelation that he composed in 1522,
considered it to be "neither apostolic nor prophetic" and stated that "Christ is neither
taught nor known in it," and placed it in his Antilegomena, i.e. his list of questionable
documents. He felt that the messages in Revelation contradicted much of the content of
the Gospel of John and the synoptic Gospels. But in the completely new preface that he
composed in 1530, he reversed his position and states: "As we see here in this book, that
through and beyond all plagues, beasts, and evil angels, Christ is nonetheless with the
saints and wins the final victory." That after all is the central theme of the book even
when every thing else is hazy and not comprehensible. That after all is the essence of the
Revelation.
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In light of Martin Luther's demands, the Council of Trent on April 8, 1546, by vote (24
yea, 15 nay, 16 abstain) approved the present Catholic Bible canon.
The Synod of Jerusalem in 1672 decreed the Greek Orthodox Canon which is similar to
the one decided by the Council of Trent.
John Calvin however included it as canonical, but Revelation alone was the only New
Testament book on which he did not write a commentary.
Incidentally Revelation remains the only book of the New Testament that is not read
within the Divine Liturgy of the Eastern Orthodox Church, though it is included in
Catholic and Protestant liturgies.
These controversies remind us that because of the large symbolic imagery of the
Apocalypse it is prone to be misused and misinterpreted leading to disaster and
discordance. I am personally witness for such disagreements within the ongoing "Three
Towns Bible Study" which had a great impact in my life at one point came to a halt
because of the study of Revelation. The disagreement was whether the taking up of the
Church was before or after the Millenium.
The message received by John the Apostle prepares us simply to be ready for the
Kingdom just now without trying to date in accordance with the motion of the planets
and the stars. Time follows events and flows because of changes. Changes here is the
hearts and minds of man and it is not decided by the motion of sun or moon or stars.
Thus history of mankind does not depend on the elapsed time as measured by the motion
of sun moon and stars. It is determined by the way man (with the God given freedom to
choose) reacts with the message of salvation.
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VII
INTERPRETING THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Revelation has a wide variety of interpretations, ranging from the simple literal
interpretation, to the message that we should have faith that God will prevail (symbolic
interpretation), to complex end time scenarios (futurist interpretation), to the views of
critics who deny any spiritual value to Revelation at all and should not have been in the
Bible at all.
In the early Christian era, Christians generally understood the book to predict future
events, especially an upcoming millennium of paradise on earth. In the late classical and
medieval eras, the Church disavowed the millennium as a literal thousand-year kingdom.
With the Protestant Reformation, opponents of Roman Catholicism adopted a historicist
interpretation, in which the predicted apocalypse is believed to be playing out in church
history. A Jesuit scholar countered with preterism, the belief that Revelation predicted
events that actually occurred as predicted in the 1st century. In the 19th century, futurism
(belief that the predictions refer to future events) largely replaced historicism among
conservative Protestants.

THE HISTORICIST VIEW
Historicist sees Revelation as spread out history of the world.
The vision of the seals, trumpets, and bowls as well as the interludes, are explained as
prophetic of salvation history, that is, unfolding and which will continue till the
fulfillment of the Kingdom. Therefore this view has also been called the continuist view.
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The beginning of historicism has been attributed to Joachim of Fiore (1132-1202) and
Nicolas of Lyra (1270–1349) a Frasciscan Monk. Fiore's diagram were very
imaginatively drawn. Here are a few.

Joachim's three circles of History
From Joachim's Liber Figurarum. MS CCC 255A f.7v, Bodleian Library, Oxford
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Tree of Generations
showing three historic periods of the activity of Father, Son and the Holy Spirit
"Joachim's great insight about history is what is often called his view of the three
statuses, or three eras of history. And it's fundamentally rooted in the Trinity. If
Christians believe that God is three-fold (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), Joachim then said
that the Bible reveals that if the Old Testament was the time of the Father, the New
Testament the time of the Son, there must be a coming third status or era of history that is
ascribed to and special to the Holy Spirit, who gives the deep understanding of the
meaning of both Old and New Testaments.
"In this chart, Joachim illustrates his theory of the three overlapping eras of history.
The first era, the time of the Father, was the age of the Old Testament.
The second is the time of Christ, in which Joachim believed he was living.
The third and final era would be the age of the Spirit, a monastic era of contemplation,
which would come after the crisis precipitated by the reign of the Antichrist. There would
come a new era of the Church on earth, the contemplative utopia of the Holy Spirit, a
monastic era of contemplation.
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That's the heart of Joachim's great vision and contribution to western apocalypticism."
(PBS California
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/apocalypse/explanation/joachim.html)
According to this view the whole history is presented in symbolic form from Apostolic
age through the end of the age. The symbols in the apocalypse correspond to events in the
history of Western Europe , including various popes, the Protestant Reformation, the
French Revolution, and rulers such as Charlemagne. Most interpreters place the events of
their day in the later chapters of Revelation.
•

Chapters 2-3: as seven periods in church age as well as seven types of churches
at every age. I have used this interpretation in my book "Seven Churches of
Revelation" which was done over forty years ago.

•

Chapters 4-7: the breaking of the seals symbolizes the fall of the Roman Empire .

•

Chapters 8-10: the Trumpet judgments represent the invasions of the Roman
Empire by the Vandals, Huns, Saracens, and Turks. Among Protestant historicists
it stood for the Reformation, while the antichrist was identified with the papacy.

•

Chapters 11-13 represent the true church in its struggle against Roman
Catholicism.

•

Revelation 14-19: the bowl judgments represent God’s judgment on the Catholic
Church culminating in the overthrow of Catholicism.

REV.

VISION

TIME PERIOD OF THE INTERPRETATION

4:1-5:14

Throne and elders

In the Kingdom with the earth at rest.

6:1-17

6 seals -- judgements

Events in Western Roman Empire (AD 96-324)

7:1-17

Sealing of 144,000

Preaching of the Truth (AD 96 - latter days)
Description of the righteous in the kingdom.

8:1-13

4 trumpets - judgements

Events in Western Roman Empire (AD 395476)

9:1-12

5th trumpet (1st woe)
judgement

Events in Eastern Roman Empire (AD 10621453)

10:1-11

Rainbowed Angel

Description of the righteous judging and
teaching the nations
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11:1-14

Holy City and 2
Witnesses (2nd woe)

Events in Western Empire (AD 312-1794)

11:15-19

Wrath of God on the
nations (7th trumpet, 3rd
woe)

Events in the earth leading to establishment of
the kingdom

12:1-17

Great Red Dragon
War in Heaven
Persecution of Woman

Events in Western Roman empire describing
developments of the beast, the religious
communities and ecclesia outlined in 11:1-14
(AD 107-1572)

13:1-18

Beast of the Sea
Beast of the Earth
Image of the Beast

Successive developments in Western Roman
Empire describing the character of the beast
mentioned in 11:1-14 (AD 324-1870)

14:1-5

Lamb on Mt. Zion
Judgements on the final
phase of the Beast -Babylon the great -- and
the world

Destiny of those against whom the powers
defined in chapters 12 and 13 have waged war.
This is an introductory vision. More details are
given in 16:19; 17:1-19:21.

15:1-16:21

7 Vials of wrath of God

Events in the Western and Eastern section of the
Roman Empire culminating in Armageddon and
the establishment of the Kingdom (AD 1795-?)

17:1-18:24

Judgment on the Harlot
(RV)

Description of the development of the Harlot
and the destruction of the Catholic System

19:1-21

Future subjugation of the beast, the false
King of King and Lord of
prophet and the whole world to the victorious
Lords
armies of Christ

20:1-15

Chaining of Dragon and
final rebellion

The introduction of the Millennium and the
subsequent rebellion at the end of the 1000 year
reign of Christ.

C. Parry. http://www.antipas.org/books/revelation_pearce/revp_appendix2.html
There is no consistent interpretation using this method as each generation interpreted
Revelation contexually. As such no consensus exists. All such interpretations were
based in the West and took only the Western Churches and did not involve the Eastern
History.

86

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

The charts that explain the historic interpretation is taken from http://www.ltradio.org

In my book on "The Seven Churches" the historic interpretation of the seven churches
represented by the Churches as they develop in time as well as varying characteristics of
churches in the world space at any given time.
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Prominent scholars who held this view include John Wycliffe, John Knox, William
Tyndale, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, John Wesley, Jonathan Edwards,
George Whitefield, Charles Finney, C. H. Spurgeon, and Matthew Henry. This view
became prominent during the reformation and within the reformation churches and hence
only in the western churches.
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THE PRETERIST VIEW
Preter means “past,” is derived from the Latin. "Preterists" believe that all Bible
prophecy is past history. At the heart of the doctrine is that prophecy was declared
and destined to be fulfilled within the generation of Messiah Yeshua's earthly ministry.
Full Preterists, (consistent preterism, true preterism, hyper-preterism and pantelism
(pan ="everything", and tel, completion) believe that all the prophecies found in
Revelation were fulfilled in AD 70 and that we are now living in the eternal state, or the
new heavens and the new earth.
It will evidently require that Revelation was not written in 95 AD but before 70 AD
Proof texts:
(Lk. 3:14). [When John the Baptist appeared,] "the people were in expectation, and all
men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or no"
(Mk. 1:15). Jesus began his ministry proclaiming the kingdom and reign of Christ,
saying: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe
the gospel"
(Matthew 10:23) When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the
truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
(Matthew 16:27-28) For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. [28] I tell you
the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”
( Matthew 24:34) I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away
until all these things have happened.
Time Texts which lead to believe that the fulfillment of the Apocalypse had to occur
during the first century. ( Gary DeMar) These are:
1) The events "must shortly (táchos) take place." (1:1).
2) "For the time is near." (eggús) (1:3).
3) "I am coming to you quickly (tachús)." (2:16).
4) "I am coming quickly (tachús)." (3:11).
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5) "The third woe is coming quickly (tachús)." (11:14).
6) "The things which must shortly (táchos) take place." (22:6).
7) "Behold, I am coming quickly (tachús)." (22:7).
8) "For the time is near." (eggús) (22:10).
9) "Behold, I am coming quickly (tachús)." (22:12).
10) "Yes, I am coming quickly (tachús)." (22:20).
Clement of Alexandria (A.D.150-215) "But our Master did not prophesy after this
fashion; but, as I have already said, being a prophet by an inborn and every-flowing
Spirit, and knowing all things at all times, He confidently set forth, plainly as I said
before, sufferings, places, appointed times, manners, limits. Accordingly, therefore,
prophesying concerning the temple, He said: "See ye these buildings? Verily I say to you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another which shall not be taken away [Matt.
24:3]; and this generation shall not pass until the destruction begin [Matt. 24:34]. . . ."
And in like manner He spoke in plain words the things that were straightway to happen,
which we can now see with our eyes, in order that the accomplishment might be among
those to whom the word was spoken.63 (Clementine Homilia, 3:15. See Roberts and
Donaldson, Ante-Nicene Fathers, 8:241.)
Henry Hudson "Many commentators play around with the word 'generation' (genea),
and thinking to avoid embarrassment, project its application to the generation which will
be alive during the last days immediately preceding the Second Coming of the Messiah.
Others, expand its meaning to include the whole nation of Israel , which, in spite of the
intensity of the great tribulation, will nevertheless be preserved as a nation right up till the
end of the present age. However, if Scripture be compared with Scripture, such verbal
games are soon exposed as being nothing but armchair gymnastics (cf. Matthew 11:16;
12:41-45; 23:36; Luke 11:50, 51; Hebrews 3:10). The word is generally used to signify a
people belonging to a particular period of time, or more loosely, to a period defined by
what might be considered as an average life span of a man." (Echoes of the Ministry, Vol.
11, No. 2, p. 32)
New Bible Commentary, 21st (1994) "Christ's use of the words 'immediately after'
does not leave room for a long delay (2,000 years or more before his literal second
coming occurs, neither) does the explicit time-scale given in Matthew 24:34. The word
'parousia' does not occur in this section but is prominently reintroduced in the new
paragraph which begins at Matthew 24:36, where its unknown time is contrasted with the
clear statement that the events of this paragraph will take place within 'this generation"
(Matthew 24:36). This section is therefore in direct continuity with what has gone before,
the account of the siege of Jerusalem . Here we reach its climax." (P. 936)
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David Turner (1989) "'This generation' applies to Jesus' contemporaries who lived to
see the destruction of Jerusalem ; 'all these things' (Matt. 24:34) is limited by the
contextual fig tree analogy to the events marking the course of the ages, particularly the
events of A.D.70." ["The Structure and Sequence of Matthew 24," Grace Theological
Journal 10 (Spr 1989): 3-27, p.3]
Eusebius of Caesarea (c. AD 263 – 339) even though he does not mention Revelation
explicitly. In his 'Theophania' he states: "But the things which took place afterwards, did
our Saviour, from his foreknowledge as THE WORD or GOD, foretell should come to
pass, by means of those which are (now) before us. For He named the whole Jewish
people, the children of the City; and the Temple , He styled their House. And thus He
testified, that they should, on their own wicked account, bear the vengeance thus to be
inflicted. And, it is right we should wonder at the fulfilment of this prediction, since at no
time did this place undergo such an entire desolation as this was. He pointed out
moreover, the cause of their desolation when He said, "If thou hadst known, even in this
day, the things of thy peace:" intimating too His own coming, which should be for the
peace of the whole world. But, when ye shall see it reduced by armies, know ye that
which comes upon it, to be a final and full desolation and destruction. He designates the
desolation of Jerusalem , by the destruction of the Temple , and the laying aside of
those services which were, according to the law of Moses, formerly performed within it.
The manner more over of the captivity, points out the war. of which He spoke; "For (said
He) there shall be (great) tribulation upon the land, and great wrath upon this people : and
they shall fall by the edge of the sword." We can learn too, from the writings of Flavius
Josephus, how these things took place in their localities, and how those, which had been
foretold by our Saviour, were, in fact, fulfilled. On this account He said, "Let those who
are in its borders not enter into it, since these are the days of vengeance, that all may be
fulfilled which has been written." Any one therefore, who desires it, may learn the results
of these things from the writings of Josephus."
Preterism as an organized system of logic initially was the response of the Catholic
interpreters to the Protestant historicist pointing the Pope as Anti-Christ. It was
proposed by the Jesuit priest Luis de Alcazar (1554-1613). His book Vestigatio arcani
sensus in Apocalypsi "Investigation of the Hidden Sense of the Apocalypse" (1614)
published after his death, putting forward the preterist view of Biblical prophecy which
considers everything in the Apocalypse, apart from the three final chapters, to events that
have already come to pass. He rejected any connection of prophecy identifying the
Catholic Church as the great whore as the Historicist attempted. The papacy was totally
exonerated as the rule of Christ through the holy Vicar of Christ -Pope - until the end of
the world.
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The Revelation history is restated in the following way:
Revelation 1-11: the rejection of the Jews and the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans in AD 70
Revelation 12 - 19: the overthrow of Roman paganism (the great harlot) and the
conversion of the Roman Empire as Christendom.
Revelation 20: the final persecutions by Antichrist, who is identified as Cæsar Nero (5468 A.D.), and judgment. . The 1,000 years of Revelation 20 referred to the struggle of
the Christian life through history.
Revelation 21 -22: the triumph of the New Jerusalem identified with the Roman Catholic
Church
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"This We Believe"
A Preterist Statement of Faith
http://www.preteristcentral.com/Preterist Creed.html
We believe that the scriptures are the verbally inspired word of God; not just the
thoughts, but the very words themselves (verbissima ipsi) were chosen by God for the
revelation of his will to mankind.
We believe the authenticity, historicity, inerrancy, immutability,
preservation, transmission, and canonicity of the scriptures.

providential

We believe that the scriptures must be interpreted according to the intent of the author
(the Holy Ghost); no interpretation is valid that sets forth a meaning the author did not
intend. Allowing for the customary habits and usages of speech, words are to be
understood according to their literal meaning, unless the author intends otherwise.
We believe that the historical narratives of Genesis were intended to affirm the truth of
the facts that they recite. We deny that the historical narratives of Genesis can be
interpreted by the same principles as the poetic language and imagery of the prophets:
God created the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all that is in them in the space of six
evenings and mornings (24 hour days); Adam and Eve were the first created human
beings; all men trace their decent from the common biological parentage of Adam and
Eve.
We believe all men are subject to a fallen nature, received by inheritance from man’s
common ancestor; this fallen nature results from the loss of God’s indwelling Spirit
(inspiration) breathed into Adam at the time of his creation; all men are therefore subject
to the carnality of their flesh, and the motions of sin in their members.
We believe that the law of sin and death is appended to every commandment of God and
transgression of men. Moral law, restraining and condemning the carnality and
viciousness of fallen man, has existed in every age and generation; sin has always been
reckoned and punished by God. The wickedness of man brought upon the world a
universal flood of which Noah and his son, his wife and his sons' wives were the only
survivors.
The Mosaic law entered to show man his sin that existed under the moral law; it did not
create that sin. The ceremonial rites of the Mosaic law foreshadowed the redemptive
work of Christ: Blood to redeem, water to cleanse, mediation to restore.
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We believe in the deity, incarnation, and virgin birth of Jesus Christ.
We believe in the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.
We believe in the substitutionary death and atoning blood of Jesus. Christ’s death
triumphed over the law of sin and death, and relinquished the debt and bond of sin for all
that believe and obey the gospel. Men must come to salvation one by one through the
obedience of faith.
The cross alone changes man’s standing before the throne and is complete in itself for
man’s salvation. The law of Moses was impressed with no especial power of sin and
death not extant in the moral law binding upon all men today. Christ died to save man
from the bondage of sin under the law of sin and death, not the Mosaic law; annulment of
the ceremonial law was irrelevant in terms of accomplishing man’s salvation; removal of
the Mosaic law was not necessary to defeat sin and death. Christ's cross triumphed over
the law of sin and death, giving man victory.
We believe the events normally associated with Christ’s second coming were
accomplished with the events culminating in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The
eschaton was a time of world-wide judgment for the disobedience of man in rejecting the
gospel and persecuting Christ’s church.
The destruction of Jerusalem had no significance beyond Christ’s vengeance upon the
sinful nation, a sign of heaven's reprobation of the temple service, and vindication of
Christ's divine kingdom and sonship.
The last enemy was Hadean death, which kept the soul of man from the presence of God
in heaven. Sin was defeated in Christ’s cross, but Hadean death remained to be defeated
until the intercessory work of Christ was accomplished in heaven, at which time Christ
descended to vindicate his gospel, avenge his saints, and raise the dead (viz., A.D. 6770).
The resurrection consists in the spirit or soul of man, not his flesh or physical body. The
general resurrection consisted in the release of all souls from Hades, which was then
destroyed. At death, the souls of men now go directly to their respective rewards –
eternal life in heaven, or destruction of the soul in Hell.
Among Protestants it was first accepted by Hugo Grotius, a Dutch Protestant who wrote
‘Commentary on Certain Texts Which Deal with Antichrist’ (1640), and ‘Commentaries
On The New Testament' (1641-1650), in which he attempted to argue that the texts
relating to Antichrist had their fulfillment in the 1st century AD.
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Hugo Grotius (1583 - 1645)
Full preterists argue that a literal reading of Matthew 16:28 (where Jesus tells the
disciples that some of them would not taste death until they saw him coming in his
kingdom) places the second coming in the first century. This precludes a physical second
coming of Christ. Instead, the second coming is symbolic of a "judgment" against
Jerusalem that is said to have taken place when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in
AD 70. For this reason, some people also call full preterism "The AD 70 Doctrine."
The kingdom is the dominion of Christ over earth, which he obtained at his
ascension.

At death the saints now receive their immortal body and are translated to heaven and
"literal rapture" view cannot be squared with history.
What was the marriage of the Lamb? The marriage was the point at which the Lord
returned from heaven to dwell with his bride, and the church was clothed with the new
Jerusalem, the capital city and earthly seat of Christ's throne.
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PARTIAL PRETERISM
Partial preterists (orthodox preterism, classical preterism or moderate preterism.)
believe that most of the prophecies of Revelation were fulfilled in the destruction of
Jerusalem but that chapters 20-22 point to future events regarding the return of Jesus to
the earth resurrection of those who are dead and the"Judgment Seat of Christ They do
not believe in rapture, a literal Millennium, Battle of Armageddon, literal antichrist, or a
role for national Israel.
The book of Revelation was written to encourage the saints to persevere under the
persecution of the Roman Empire because eventually Christendom will come.

Partial preterism, holds to two second comings of Christ, one that occurred in A.D. 70 as
a parousia and as a day of the Lord for the purpose of judging the Jewish nation, and one
that will occur universally at the climax of human history as the final and ultimate day of
the Lord.
Partial preterism holds that most eschatological prophecies, such as
the destruction of Jerusalem ,
the Antichrists,
the Great Tribulation, and
the advent of the Day of the Lord as a "judgment-coming" of Christ,
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were fulfilled either in A.D. 70 or during the persecution of Christians under the Emperor
Nero.
Some partial preterists identify " Babylon the Great" (Revelation 17-18) with the pagan
Roman Empire .
Most interpretations identify Nero as the Beast, while his mark is often interpreted as the
stamped image of the emperor's head on every coin of the Roman Empire : the stamp on
the hand or in the mind of all, without which no one could buy or sell. However, others
believe the Book of Revelation was written after Nero committed suicide in AD 68, and
identify the Beast with another emperor.

The Catholic Encyclopedia has noted that Revelation was "written during the latter part
of the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian, probably in A.D. 95 or 96". Additional
Protestant scholars are in agreement. The Second coming and the resurrection of the
dead, however, have not yet occurred in the partial preterist system.
Here is a strong defence from the
http://www.preteristarchive.com/Preterism/Progressive/2002_simmons_what-is-pret.html
"What is Preterism? Preterism upholds the authority and integrity of the word of God
against theories of purported postponement and double fulfillment. Preterism is the
affirmation that prophecy culminated and came to an end in Christ, and that Christ's
prophetic utterances were fulfilled when and as he said they would.
"For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he
shall reward every man according to his works. Verily I say unto you, There be some
standing here which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom." (Matt. 16:27,28) Luke states that the kingdom and reign of Christ would
come in the events marking the destruction of Jerusalem : "So likewise ye, when ye
see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. (Lk.
21:31,32; cf. II Tim. 4:1) The return of the Messiah would be in that generation;
some of the apostles would live to witness it. Just before his ascension, John was
expressly named among the disciples who would be alive at Christ's return: "If I will
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow me." (Jno. 21:22)
"The nearness of Christ's Second Coming is affirmed over and over. Paul said, "But
this I say, Brethren, the time is short." (I Cor. 7:29) James said, "the coming of the

100

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

Lord draweth nigh...the judge standeth before the door." (Jm. 5:8,9) Peter stated,
"the end of all things is at hand." (I Pet. 4:,7) The Hebrew writer makes several
unmistakable statements to this effect when he says, "For yet a little while, and he
that shall come will come, and will not tarry." (Heb. 10:37) The nearness of the day
is seen in the fact that his readers would "see the day approaching." (Heb. 10:25)
"The apostle John indicated the nearness of the end when he stated they were in the
"last time" (Grk. hora, "hour"): "Little children, it is the last time; and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we
know that it is the last time." (I Jno. 2:18) The nearness of Christ's return is repeated
over and over throughout Revelation in unmistakable terms, saying, the "time is at
hand" (Rev. 1:4; 22:10), "Behold, I come quickly" (Rev. 2:5,16; 3:11; 22:12,20),
"Behold, I come as a thief" (Rev. 3:3; 16:15), and the things of the prophecy "must
shortly be done." (Rev. 1:1; 22:6)
"There is nothing difficult in any of this language; all who will may plainly see that
Jesus and his apostles taught the first century church to be in earnest expectation of
the Lord's return. The difficulty arises not so much from the announced time of
Christ's return, but understanding its manner. Because men have been taught that
Christ's return would mark the end of the universe, its continued existence beyond the
specified time frame has forced them to explain away the express statements of time
by resort to theories of delayed fulfillment or double fulfillment, and assertions that
Christ and the apostles were simply wrong. Preterism rejects all such theories,
maintaining that the time elements cannot be disregarded or explained away
consistent with the doctrine of verbal inspiration. The very authority of the scriptures
is at stake!

http://www.preteristarchive.com/FormerHyP/index.html
points out that, Preterism will make the gospel null and void in this graphic
representation.
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Charts from http://www.preteristarchive.com/ChurchHistory/
For a refutation of Preterism see: http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/preterism.pdf
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THE FUTURIST VIEW
Futurism is a Christian eschatological view that interprets the Book of Revelation, the
Book of Daniel, the Olivet discourse and the parable of the Sheep and the Goats as future
events in a literal, physical, apocalyptic, and global context.

To counter the Protestant interpretation of historicism, Roman Catholic Jesuit Francisco
Ribera (1537-1591) wrote a 500 page commentary on the Book of Revelation entitled
Sacrum Beati Ioannis Apostoli, & Evangelistiae Apocalypsin Commentarij. This
commentary established the futurist interpretation of Bible prophecy.
The futurist view assigns all or most of the prophecy to the future, shortly before the
second coming; especially when interpreted in conjunction with Daniel, Isaiah 2:11-22, 1
Thessalonians 4:15–5:11, and other eschatological sections of the Bible. Ribera proposed
that the first few chapters of the Apocalypse applied to ancient pagan Rome, and the rest
he limited to a yet future period of 3½ literal years, immediately prior to the second
coming.
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Cardinal Robert Bellarmine S.J.(1542-1621), a Jesuit apologists, published a work
between 1581 and 1593 entitled Polemic Lectures Concerning the Disputed Points of the
Christian Belief Against the Heretics of This Time, in which he also denied the day = year
principle in prophecy and pushed the reign of antichrist into a future period of 3½ literal
years.

Manuel De Lacunza (1731–1801), a Jesuit from Chile , wrote a manuscript in Spanish
titled La Venida del Mesías en Gloria y Magestad (“The Coming of the Messiah in Glory
and Majesty”), under the pen name of Juan Josafa [Rabbi] Ben-Ezra about 1791. Lacunza
wrote under an assumed Jewish name to obscure the fact that he was a Catholic, in order
to give his book better acceptance in Protestantism. Edward Irving (1792-1834), a

105

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

Scottish Presbyterian and forerunner of the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements,
translated Lacunza’s work from Spanish into English in a book titled The Coming of

Messiah in Glory and Majesty with a Preliminary Discourse, published in London in
1827
Soon it was taken over by the Protestant Theologians like John Nelson Darby (1800–
1882) of Plymoth Brothren, Cyrus Ingerson Scofield (1843-1921) of the Scofield Bible,
Charles C. Ryrie (1800-1880) of The Ryrie Study Bible, and many later ministries.

Darby, Scofield and Ryrie
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Futurist interpretations generally predict a resurrection of the dead and a rapture of the
living, wherein all true believers are gathered to Christ at the time God's kingdom comes
on earth. They also believe a tribulation will occur - a seven year period of time when
believers will experience worldwide persecution and martyrdom. But there are difference
in when will the rapture occur.
They follow a literal interpretation of the Revelation.
Rev 1:19: “what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.”
gives three time periods contained in the book.
Chapter 1 describes the past (“what you have seen”),
chapters 2-3 describe the present (“what is now”), and
the rest of the book describes future events (“what will take place later”).
Chapters 4-19 refer to a period known as the seven-year tribulation (Dan. 9:27). During
this time, God’s judgments are actually poured out upon mankind as they are revealed in
the seals, trumpets, and bowls.
Chapter 13 describes a literal future world empire headed by a political and religious
leader represented by the two beasts.
Chapter 17 pictures a harlot who represents the church in apostasy.
Chapter 19-20 refers to Christ’s second coming and the battle of Armageddon followed
by a literal thousand-year rule of Christ upon the earth.
Chapters 21-22 are events that follow the millennium: the creation of a new heaven and a
new earth and the arrival of the heavenly city upon the earth.
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The three primary views are:
Rapture occurs
1) before the tribulation;
2) at midpoint of the tribulation;
3) at the end of the tribulation.
4) There is an ongoing multiple raptures throughout the tribulation.
All four views hold that Christians will return with Christ at the end of the Tribulation.
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Premillennialism believes that Christ will return to the earth, bind Satan, and reign for a
thousand years on earth with Jerusalem as his capital. (Rev 20) There are generally two
subclasses of Premillennialism: Dispensational and Historic. Some form of
premillennialism is thought to be the oldest millennial view in church history. Papias,
believed to be a disciple of the Apostle John, was a premillenialist, according to
Eusebius. Also Justin Martyr and Irenaeus expressed belief in premillennialism in their
writings.
Amillennialism, the traditional view for Roman Catholicism, believes that the thousand
years mentioned are not a literal thousand years, but is figurative for today which is
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called the church age which comes between the ascension and the second coming of
Jesus. This view is often associated with Augustine of Hippo.
Postmillennialism believes that Christ will return after a literal or figurative thousand
years, in which the world will have essentially become a Christendom. This view was
held by Jonathan Edwards (1703 -1758)

Proponents of all three views also generally portray Israel as unwittingly signing a seven
year peace treaty with the Antichrist, which initiates the seven year Tribulation. Many
also tend to view the Antichrist as head of a revived Roman Empire , but the geographic
location of this empire is unknown.
Hal Lindsey suggests that this revived Roman Empire will be centered in western
Europe, with Rome as its capital.
Tim LaHaye promotes the belief that a new world wide Empire will arise with Babylon
as its capital.
Hal Lindsy, Tim La Haye and Jerry Jenkins popularised the concept rapture through
books and movies.
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Among futurists there are differing views about what will happen to Christians during the
Tribulation:
•
Pretribulationists believe that all Christians (dead and alive) will be taken bodily
up to Heaven (called the Rapture) before the Tribulation begins. According to this
theory, every true Christian that has ever existed throughout the course of the entire
Christian era will be instantaneously transformed into a perfect resurrected body, and will
thus escape the trials of the Tribulation. Those who become Christians after the rapture
will live through (or perish during) the Tribulation. After the Tribulation, Christ will
return to establish His Millennial Kingdom.
•
Prewrath Tribulationists believe the Rapture will occur during the tribulation,
halfway through or after, but before the seven bowls of the wrath of God.
•
Seventh Trumpet Tribulationists believe the rapture will occur during the
tribulation, halfway through or after, but before the seven bowls of the wrath of God.
Specifically, at the sound of the Seventh Trumpet (Rev. 11:15, 1 Cori. 15:52).
•
Midtribulationists believe that the Rapture will occur halfway through the
Tribulation, but before the worst part of it occurs. The seven year period is divided into
halves - the "beginning of sorrows" and the "great tribulation".
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•
Posttribulationists believe that Christians will not be taken up into Heaven, but
will be received or gathered by Christ into the Kingdom of God on earth at the end of the
Tribulation. "Immediately after the tribulation ... then shall appear the sign of the Son of
Man [Jesus] ... and he shall gather his elect" (Matthew 24:29–31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke
21:25-27). The idea of a post-tribulation rapture can also be read into 2 Peter 3:10-13
where Christ's return is equated with the "elements being melted" and "the earth also and
the works therein shall be burned up."[improper synthesis?]
In pretribulationism and midtribulationism, the Rapture and the Second Coming (or
Greek, par[a]ousia) of Christ are separate events, while in post-tribulationism the two
events are identical or simultaneous. Another feature of the pre- and mid-tribulation
beliefs is the idea that after the Rapture, Christ will return for a third time (when also
counting the first coming) to set up his kingdom on the earth.
Charles Ryrie states,
"Symbols, figures of speech and types are all interpreted plainly in this method, and they
are in no way contrary to literal interpretation. After all, the very existence of any
meaning for a figure of speech depends on the reality of the literal meaning of the terms
involved. Figures often make the meaning plainer, but it is the literal, normal, or plain
meaning that they convey to the reader.
Futurists acknowledge the use of figures and symbols. When figurative language is used,
one must look at the context to find the meaning. However, figurative language does not
justify allegorical interpretation.
"Futurists contend that the literal interpretation of Revelation finds its roots in the ancient
church fathers. Elements of this teaching, such as a future millennial kingdom, are found
in the writings of Clement of Rome (AD 96), Justin Martyr (AD 100-165), Irenaeus (AD
115-202), Tertullian (AD 150-225) and others. Futurists hold that the church fathers
taught a literal interpretation of Revelation until Origen (AD 185-254) introduced
allegorical interpretation. This then became the popular form of interpretation when
taught by Augustine (AD 354-430). Literal interpretation of Revelation remained
throughout the history of the church and rose again to prominence in the modern era.
"The futurist view is widely popular among evangelical Christians today. One of the most
popular versions on futurist teaching is dispensational theology, promoted by schools
such as Dallas Theological Seminary and Moody Bible Institute. Theologians such as
Charles Ryrie, John Walvoord, and Dwight Pentecost are noted scholars of this position.
Tim LaHaye made this theology popular in the culture with his end times series of
novels.
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"Unfortunately, there have been and continue to be popular preachers who mistakenly
apply the futurist approach to connect current events to the symbols in Revelation.
Some have even been involved in setting dates of Christ’s return. Although their
writings have been popular, they do not represent a Biblical futurist view.
"Critics of this view argue that the futurist view renders the book irrelevant to the original
readers of the first century. Another criticism is that Revelation is apocalyptic literature
and thus meant to be interpreted allegorically or symbolically rather than literally. Hank
Hanegraaff states, “Thus, when a Biblical writer uses a symbol or an allegory, we do
violence to his intentions if we interpret it in a strictly literal manner.”
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THE IDEALIST VIEW
The Spiritual view (Idealist view) does not see the all of Revelation as predicting
specific events in history. Rather it sees the visions as expressing eternal spiritual truths
that find expression throughout history. This is expressed in the allegorical and symbolic
way and hence any method to interpret the Book of Revelation should simply be trying to
find the meaning in those symbols. If words are sound symbols whose meanings are
determined by the hearer and the written words are symbols in form, so also are symbols
of images depicted in the book of Visions and Revelations.
These symbols in
themselves have no meaning. Meanings are imposed within the culture in which it is
developed.
It is the spirit in which the history moves is what is prophecy. If at all only in the last
few chapters are specifically predictive eschatological history. There is an ongoing
struggle between God's eternal purposes and the freedom of choice given to Man by God
in the creation as Sons of God in all realm. God deals with the issues of Freedom to
ultimately direct it to redemption of all creation. This is the story of Revelation. It is this
eternal struggle that is portrayed in the book of Revelation
The allegorical approach to Revelation was introduced by ancient church father
Origen (AD 185-254) and made prominent by Augustine (AD 354-420). However if
we insist of a one to one correspondence of allegorical elements we can run against the
wall and mis-interpretation.
According to this view, the events of Revelation are not tied to specific historical events.
The imagery of the book symbolically presents the ongoing struggle throughout the ages
of God against Satan (as the ultimate expression of sentient freedom of created beings)
which is seen and commonly referred to as the struggle between good and evil. In this
struggle, the saints are persecuted and martyred by the forces of evil but will one day
receive their vindication. In the end, God is victorious, and His sovereignty is displayed
throughout ages. Zorastrian connection has developed the idea of duality of forces within
the Jewish culture though it is theologically non-Judaic. This is certainly reflected in the
Revelation Visions.
The beast from the sea may be identified as the satanically-inspired political opposition
to the church in any age.
The beast from the land represents pagan, or corrupt, religion to Christianity.
The harlot represents the compromised church, or the seduction of the world in general.
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Each seal, trumpet, or bowl represents natural disasters, wars, famines, and the like
which occur as God works out His plan in history. God ultimately triumphs

Eastern Orthodox interpretation

115

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

Orthodox icon of the Apocalypse of St. John (16th century)
Eastern Orthodoxy treats the text as simultaneously describing contemporaneous events
(events occurring at the same time) and as prophecy of events to come, for which the
contemporaneous events were a form of foreshadow. It rejects attempts to determine,
before the fact, if the events of Revelation are occurring by mapping them onto presentday events, taking to heart the Scriptural warning against those who proclaim "He is
here!" prematurely. Instead, the book is seen as a warning to be spiritually and morally
ready for the end times, whenever they may come ("as a thief in the night"), but they will
come at the time of God's choosing, not something that can be precipitated nor trivially
deduced by mortals. This view is also held by many Catholics, although there is a
diversity of opinion about the nature of the Apocalypse within Catholicism.
Book of Revelation is the only book of the New Testament that is not read during
services by the Eastern Orthodox Church. In the Coptic Orthodox Church (which is not in
communion with the Eastern Orthodox church but is liturgically similar), the whole Book
of Revelation is read during Apocalypse Night or Bright Saturday (6 days after Pascha).

116

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

VIII
LIBRARY OF FAILED PROPHECIES AND DATE SETTERS
ON THE BASIS OF REVELATION
Yes the end is coming, but all human predictions are wrong!
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Library of Date setters for the end of the world!
Apart from the study of date setters given in http://www.bible.ca/pre-date-setters.htm
giving over 200 predictions here is the list from Wikipeadia. I have omitted the reference
list for making it short.
List of dates predicted for apocalyptic events
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dates_predicted_for_apocalyptic_events#cite_n
ote-152
Date (CE)

Claimant

1st century

Early
Christians

66-70

Essenes

2nd century

Montanists

247

Various
Christians

365

375-400

500

793, Apr 6

Hilary
Poitiers
Martin
Tours

Description
Some first-century Christians expected Jesus to return
within one generation of his death. According to some
scholars, Paul the Apostle was one of these.
It is believed this sect of Jewish ascetics saw the Jewish
revolt against the Romans in 66-70 as the final end-time
battle.
Members of the Montanist movement, founded in 156,
predicted that Jesus would return sometime during their
lifetimes.
The Roman government dramatically increased its
persecution of Christians in this year, so much so that many
Christians believed that the End had arrived.
of

Announced that the end would happen that year.

of Stated that the world would end before 400. Writing
""There is no doubt that the Antichrist has already been
born. Firmly established already in his early years, he will,
after reaching maturity, achieve supreme power."

Hippolytus
of
Rome,
Sextus Julius All three predicted Jesus would return in the year 500.
Africanus,
Irenaeus
The Spanish monk prophesied the second coming of
Beatus
of
Christ and the end of the world that day to a crowd of
Liébana
people.
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799-806
800
848
992-995

1000, Jan 1
1033
1184
1186
1260
1284
1290
1335
1346-51
1370
1378
1504
1524, Feb 1

Gregory
of
Calculated the End occurring between 799 and 806.
Tours
Sextus Julius Sextus Julius Africanus revised the date of Doomsday to
Africanus
800.
Thiota
Declared that the world would end this year.
Good Friday coincided with the Feast of the
Various
Annunciation; this had long been believed to be the event
Christians
that would bring forth the Antichrist, and thus the endtimes, within 3 years.
Pope Sylvester Various Christians in Europe had predicted the end of the
II
world on this date, including Pope Sylvester II.
Some believed this to be the 1000th anniversary of the
Various
death and resurrection of Jesus, and his second coming
Christians
was anticipated.
Various
Various Christian prophets foresaw the Antichrist coming
in 1184.
Christians
Predicted the end of the world during 1186, based on the
John of Toledo
alignment of many planets.
Joachim
of The Italian mystic determined that the Millennium would
Fiore
begin between 1200 and 1260.
Pope Innocent Pope Innocent III (d. 1216) predicted that the world
III
would end 666 years after the rise of Islam.
The followers of Joachim of Fiore rescheduled the End to
Joachimites
1290 when his 1260 prophecy failed.
Joachimites
Second revised date of Joachim of Fiore.
The black plague spreading across Europe was interpreted
Various
Europeans
by many as the sign of the end of times.
Jean
de The Antichrist was to come in 1366 and the Millennium
Roquetaillade would begin in 1368 or 1370.
Arnaldus
de This Joachite wrote that the Antichrist was to come in this
Villa Nova
year.
Believed he was living during the Tribulation, and that the
Sandro
Millennium would begin in three and a half years from
Botticelli
1500.
Predicted the world would end by a flood starting in
Astrologers
London based on calculations made the previous June.
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1524,
Feb 20

Johannes Stöffler

1525

Thomas Müntzer

1528

Johannes Stöffler

1528,
Hans Hut
May 27
1533
1533,
Oct 19
1534,
Apr 5

Melchior Hoffman

Michael Stifel
Jan Matthys

1555 - c. Pierre d'Ailly

1585

Michael Servetus

1588

Regiomontanus

1600

Martin Luther

1624,
Feb 1

Astrologers

1648

Sabbatai Zevi

1654

Helisaeus Roeslin

1656

Various Christians

1657

Fifth Monarchists

A planetary alignment in Pisces was seen by this
astrologer as a sign of the Millennium.
This year would mark the beginning of the Millennium,
according to this Anabaptist.
Revised date from Stöffler after his 1524 prediction
failed to come true.
Predicted the end would occur on this day.
This Anabaptist prophet predicted Christ's Second
Coming to take place this year in Strasbourg . He
claimed that 144,000 people would be saved, while the
rest of the world would be consumed by fire.
This mathematician calculated that the Judgement Day
would begin at 8:00am on this day.
Predicted that the Apocalypse would take place on this
day and only the city of Münster would be spared.
Around the year 1400, this French theologian wrote that
6845 years of human history had already passed, and the
end of the world would be in the 7000th year.
In his book The Restoration of Christianity, the Spanish
born reformer claimed that the Devil's reign in this world
began in 325 AD, at the Council of Nicea, and will last
for 1260 years, thus ending in 1585.
Predicted the end of the world this year.
Predicted the end of the world would occur no later than
1600.
The same astrologers who predicted the deluge of
February 1, 1524 recalculated the date to February 1,
1624 after their first prophecy failed.
Using the kabbalah this rabbi from Smyrna , Turkey ,
figured that the Messiah would come in this year.
This physician made a prediction that the world would
end this year based on a nova that occurred in 1572.
Some Christians believed the world would end this year
as 1656 is the number of years between Creation and the
Great Flood in the bible.
This group of radical Christians predicted the final
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1658

Christopher
Columbus

1660

Joseph Mede
Sabbatai Zevi

1666
Various Christians
1673

William Aspinwall

1688

John Napier

1689

Pierre Jurieu
John Mason

1694

1697

1700
1700–
1734
1705–
1708
1716

apocalyptic battle and the destruction of the Antichrist
were to take place between 1655 and 1657.
Columbus claimed that the world was created in 5343
BCE, and would last 7000 years. Assuming no year zero,
that means the end would come in 1658.
Mede claimed that the Antichrist appeared in 456, and
the end would come in 1660.
Following his failed prediction of 1648, Zevi
recalculated the end of the earth in 1666.
The presence of 666 in the date led to superstitious fears
of the end of the world from some Christians.
This Fifth Monarchist claimed the Millennium would
begin by this year.
This mathematician calculated the end of the world
would be this year based on calculations from the Book
of Revelation.
This prophet predicted that Judgement Day would occur
this year.
This Anglican priest predicted the Millennium would
begin by this year.

Johann
Heinrich
Predicted the Millennium would begin by this year.
Alsted
Johann
Jacob Believed that Jesus would return and the world would
Zimmermann
end this year.
This Puritan minister predicted the world would end this
Cotton Mather
year. After the prediction failed, he revised the date of
the End two more times.
After his 1688 prediction failed to come true, Napier
John Napier
revised his end of the world prediction to this year.
This Fifth Monarchists claimed the second coming of
Henry Archer
Jesus would occur this year.
This Cardinal predicted the end would occur between
Nicholas of Cusa
1700 and 1734.
Camisard prophets predicted the end of the world would
Camisards
occur in either 1705, 1706 or 1708.
Revised prediction from Mather after his 1697 prediction
Cotton Mather
failed to come true.
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1719,
Apr 5
1736
1736,
Oct 16
1757

1780

1789

This mathematician predicted a comet would destroy the
earth on this day.
Mather's third and final prediction for the end of the
Cotton Mather
world.
Whiston predicted a comet colliding with the earth this
William Whiston
year.
Emanuel
Swedenborg claimed that the Last Judgement occurred in
Swedenborg
the spiritual world this year.
The sky turning dark during the day was interpreted as a
Various
New sign of the end times. The primary cause of the event is
England residents
believed to have been a combination of smoke from
forest fires, a thick fog, and cloud cover.
1789 would bring the coming of the Antichrist,
Pierre d'Ailly
according this 14th-century Cardinal.

Jacob Bernoulli

1792–
1794

Shakers

1793–
1795

Richard Brothers

1795,
Nov 19
1805

1806

1814,
Dec 25
1836
1843

Predicted the world would end in both 1792 then 1794.

This retired sailor stated the Millennium would begin
between 1793 and 1795. He was eventually committed to
an insane asylum.
While campaigning for Richard Brothers' release,
Nathaniel Brassey
Halhead proclaimed that the world would end on this
Halhed
day.
This presbyterian minister predicted the destruction of
Christopher Love
the world by earthquake in 1805, followed by an age of
everlasting peace when God will be known by all.
In Leeds, England in 1806 a hen began laying eggs on
which the phrase "Christ is coming" was written.
The Prophet Hen of
Eventually it was discovered to be a hoax. The hoaxster
Leeds
had written on the eggs in a corrosive ink so as to etch
the eggs, and reinserted the eggs back into the hen.
This 64-year-old self-described prophet claimed she was
pregnant with the Christ child, and that he would be born
Joanna Southcott
on Christmas Day, 1814. She died on the day of her
prediction, and an autopsy proved she was not pregnant.
Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church , foresaw
John Wesley
the Millennium beginning this year.
The first of two years this preacher predicted the world
Harriet Livermore
would end.
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1843,
Apr 28
1843,
Dec 31
1844,
Mar 21
1844,
Oct 22

1847
1847,
Aug 7
1853–
1856
1862
1863

1873

1874

1878
1881

Millerites
Millerites
William Miller

Although it was not officially endorsed by their
leadership, many Millerites expected the Second Coming
to occur on this day.
Many Millerites expected Jesus would return at the end
of 1843.
Miller predicted Christ would return on this day

After Christ did not return on Mar 21, 1844, Miller then
revised his prediction to 22 October 1844, claiming to
William Miller
have miscalculated Scripture. The realization that the
predictions were incorrect resulted in the Great
Disappointment.
The second prediction of the end of the world from this
Harriet Livermore
preacher.
Rapp, the founder of the Harmony Society, preached that
George Rapp
Jesus would return in his lifetime, even as he lay dying
on Aug 7, 1847.
Many people thought the Crimean War was the Battle of
Various
Armageddon.
This Scottish clergyman stated it was 6000 years since
John Cumming
Creation in 1862, and that the world would end.
The founder of the Christian Israelite Church calculated
John Wroe
that the Millennium would begin this year.
In 1870, Wendell published his views in the booklet
entitled The Present Truth, or Meat in Due Season
Jonas Wendell
concluding that the Second Advent was sure to occur in
1873.
The first prediction of the end of the world from the
Bible
Student
Bible Student movement started by Charles Taze
movement
Russell.
The newly formed Seventh Day Adventists, a group
Seventh
Day
founded by former Millerites, predicted the Second
Adventists
Coming would be in this year.
Bible
Student The second prediction of the end of the world from the
movement
Bible Student movement.
Mother Shipton

This 15th-century prophet was quoted as saying "The
world to an end shall come, In eighteen hundred and
eighty one" in a book published in 1862. In 1873 it was
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1890

1892–
1911
1899

1901

1908
1910

1914

1915
1916
1918

revealed to be a forgery; however, this did not stop some
people from expecting the end.
Bible
Student The third prediction of the end of the world from the
movement
Bible Student movement.
The founder of the Ghost Dance movement
Wovoka
predicted in 1889 that the Millennium would
occur in 1890.
This pyramidologist concluded from his research
on the dimensions of the Great Pyramid of Giza
Charles Piazzi Smyth
that the Second Coming would occur between
1892 and 1911.
Predicted that 1899 was a possible date for the
C. A. L. Totten
end of the world.
This church, founded in 1831, claimed that Jesus
would return by the time the last of its 12
Catholic Apostolic Church
founding members died. The last member died in
1901.
The fourth prediction of the end of the world
Bible Student movement
from the Bible Student movement.
Predicted that the 1910 appearance of Halley's
Camille Flammarion
Comet might destroy life on Earth, but not the
planet itself.
"…the battle of the great day of God Almighty…
The date of the close of that "battle" is definitely
Bible Student movement
marked in Scripture as October 1914. It is already
in progress, its beginning dating from October,
1874."
This Baptist educator and leader of a rebellion in
John Chilembwe
Nyasaland predicted the Millennium would begin
this year.
World War I would terminate in Armageddon
Bible Student movement
and the rapture of the "saints".
Another prediction of the end from the Bible
Bible Student movement
Student movement.
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1920

1925

1925,
Feb 13
1935,
Sep

1936

1941
1943
1947

In 1918, Christendom would go down as a
system to oblivion and be succeeded by
revolutionary governments. God would "destroy
the churches wholesale and the church members
Bible Student movement
by the millions." Church members would "perish
by the sword of war, revolution and anarchy."
The dead would lie unburied. In 1920 all earthly
governments would disappear, with worldwide
anarchy prevailing.
...we may expect 1925 to witness the return of
these faithful men of Israel from the condition of
Joseph F. Rutherford, Bible death, being resurrected and fully restored to
Student movement
perfect humanity and made the visible, legal
representatives of the new order of things on
earth."
According to this Seventh-day Adventist the
angel Gabriel appeared before her in a vision
Margaret Rowen
and told her that the world would end at
midnight on this date.
This evangelist announced that "the world is
Wilbur Glenn Voliva
going to go 'puff' and disappear in September,
1935.
The founder of the Worldwide Church of God
told members of his church that the Rapture was
Herbert W. Armstrong
to take place in 1936, and that only they would
saved. After the prophecy failed, he changed the
date three more times.
Another prediction of the end from the Jehovah's
Jehovah's Witnesses
Witnesses, which branched from the Bible
Student movement.
The first of three revised dates from Armstrong
Herbert W. Armstrong
after his 1936 prediction failed to come true.
The author of Oahspe: A New Bible foresaw the
John Ballou Newbrough
destruction of all nations and the beginning of
post-apocalyptic anarchy in this year.
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The world was to be destroyed by terrible
flooding on this date, claimed this leader of a
1954, Dec
UFO cult called Brotherhood of the Seven Rays.
Dorothy Martin
21
The fallout of the group after the prediction
failed was the basis for the 1956 book When
Prophecy Fails.
Believing that the end of time was imminent,
Mrs. Houteff and her council began a campaign
to evangelize across the U.S. , Canada , the
West Indies and western Asia . The campaign
1959, April
included publicity events such as equipping cars
Florence Houteff
22
with signs that read, "Hear Ye The Rod," a
Biblical reference (Micah 6:9) to "The
Shepherd's Rod" Message. The cars also were
outfitted with loudspeakers to broadcast the
Rod message to passersby.
This psychic predicted a planetary alignment on
1962, Feb 4 Jeanne Dixon
this day was to bring destruction to the world.
The founder of the Peoples Temple stated he had
1967
Jim Jones
visions that a nuclear holocaust was to take place in
1967.
This day would mark the beginning of the third woe of
the Apocalypse, during which the southeastern US
1967, Aug
George Van Tassel would be destroyed by a Soviet nuclear attack,
20
according to this UFO prophet, who claimed to have
channeled an alien named Ashtar.
Manson predicted that an apocalyptic race war would
1969
Charles Manson occur in 1969 and ordered the Tate-LaBianca murders
in an attempt to bring it about.
The founder of the Church of the Firstborn predicted
1969, Aug 9 George Williams
the Second Coming of Christ would occur on this day.
Herbert
W. The second of three revised dates from Armstrong after
1972
Armstrong
his 1936 and 1943 predictions failed to come true.
Berg, the leader of Children of God predicted that there
1973,
Jan
David Berg
would be a colossal doomsday event heralded by
11-21
Comet Kohoutek.
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Herbert W. Armstrong Armstrong's fourth and final false prediction.
In 1966 Jehovah's Witnesses estimated it would be
6000 years since man's creation in the fall of 1975
and it would be "appropriate" for Christ's thousand1975
Jehovah's Witnesses
year reign to begin at that time. These claims were
repeated throughout the late 1960s and in 1974 they
reaffirmed there was just a short time remaining
before "the wicked world's end".
The founder of the Christian Israelite Church
John Wroe
predicted this year for Armageddon to occur.
1977
This Christian minister predicted the Rapture would
William M. Branham
occur no later than 1977.
In 1978 Jensen predicted that there would be a
nuclear disaster in 1980, followed by two decades
1980
Leland Jensen
of conflict, culminating in God's Kingdom being
established on earth.
Lindsey book The 1980s: Countdown to
Armageddon stated ""the decade of the 1980s could
very well be the last decade of history as we know
1980s
Hal Lindsey
it" and that the U.S. could be "destroyed by a
surprise Soviet nuclear attack.". The book strongly
suggests that the 1980s would see the biblical
events of tribulation and end times come to pass.
The founder of Calvary Chapel predicted the
1981
Chuck Smith
generation of 1948 would be the last generation,
and that the world would end by 1981 at the latest.
Stated in their book The Jupiter Effect that
1982, Mar John Gribbin, Stephen combined gravitational forces of lined up planets
10
Plagemann
were supposed to bring the end of the world on this
day.
Creme took out an ad in the Los Angeles stating the
1982, Jun
Benjamin Creme
Second Coming would occur in June 1982 with the
21
Maitreya announcing it on worldwide television.
1982,
In late 1976 Robertson predicted that the end of the
Pat Robertson
Oct/Nov
world was coming in October or November 1982.
Another prediction of the end from the Jehovah's
1984, Oct 2 Jehovah's Witnesses
Witnesses.
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1985
1987–1988

1987, Apr 29

1987, Aug 17

1988

1988, Sep/Oct

1989, Sep 30

1990, Apr 23

1991
1992, Sep 28

This minister predicted the end in this year, even
writing a book about it entitled I Predict 1985.
The president of the Southwest Radio Church
Noah Hutchings,
suggested that the Rapture would take place
"possibly in 1987 or 1988."
Jensen predicted that Halley's Comet would be
Leland Jensen
pulled into Earth's orbit on April 29, 1988, causing
widespread destruction.
Argüelles claimed that Armageddon would take
place unless 144,000 people gathered in certain
José Argüelles
places in the world in order to "resonate in
harmony" on this day.
Lindsey suggested that the Rapture would take this
Hal Lindsey
year, reasoning that it was 40 years (one Biblical
generation) after Israel gained statehood.
Whisenant predicted in his book 88 Reasons Why
the Rapture Could Be in 1988 that the Rapture of the
Christian Church would occur between 11 and 13
Edgar C. Whisenant
September 1988. After his September predictions
failed to come true, Whisenant revised his prediction
date to October 3.
After all his 1988 predictions failed to come true,
Edgar C. Whisenant
Whisenant revised his prediction date to this day.
Prophet predicted a nuclear war would start on this
day, with the world ending 12 years later, leading
Elizabeth
Clare her followers to stockpile a shelter with supplies
Prophet
and weapons. Later, after Prophet's prediction did
not come to pass and she was diagnosed with
epilepsy and Alzheimer's disease.
The leader of the Nation of Islam declared that the
Louis Farrakhan
Gulf War would be the "War of Armageddon which
is the final war."
This born-again Christian predicted the Rapture
Rollen Stewart
would take place on this day.
Lester Sumrall
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1992, Oct 28 Lee Jang Rim

1993

David Berg

1994, May 2

Neal Chase

1994, Sep/Oct Harold Camping

1995, Mar 31 Harold Camping
1996, Dec 17 Sheldon Nidle

1997, Mar 26

Marshall
Applewhite

1997, Oct 23 James Ussher

Rim, the leader of the Dami Mission in Seoul,
predicted the Rapture on this day. South Korean
officials took elaborate precautions against a mass
suicide, posting 1,500 riot officers to monitor about
a thousand followers who had gathered in the
group's headquarters to await the Rapture. Their
efforts were successful, although four group
members had committed suicide in previous days.
Berg predicted the tribulation would start in 1989
and that the Second Coming would take place in
1993.
This Bahá'í sect leader predicted that New York
would be destroyed by a nuclear bomb on March
23, 1994, and the Battle of Armageddon would
take place 40 days later.
Camping predicted the Rapture would occur on
September 6, 1994. When it failed to occur he
revised the date to September 29 and then to
October 2.
Camping's fourth predicted date for the end. This
would be Camping's last prediction until 2011.
California psychic Sheldon Nidle predicted that the
world would end on this date, with the arrival of 16
million space ships and a host of angels.
Applewhite, leader of the Heaven's Gate cult,
claimed that a spacecraft was trailing the Comet
Hale-Bopp and argued that suicide was "the only
way to evacuate this Earth" so that the cult
members' souls could board the supposed craft and
be taken to another "level of existence above
human". Applewhite and 38 of his followers
committed mass suicide.
This 17th-century Irish Archbishop predicted this
date to be 6000 years since Creation, and therefore
the end of the world.
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Hon-Ming Chen, leader of the Taiwanese cult
God's Salvation Church , or Chen Tao - "The
True Way" - claimed that God would come to
Earth in a flying saucer at 10:00 am on this date.
1998, Mar
Moreover, God would have the same physical
Hon-Ming Chen
31
appearance as Chen himself. On March 25, God
was to appear on Channel 18 on every TV set in
the US . Chen chose to base his cult in Garland ,
Texas , because he thought it sounded like
"God's Land."
Some literature distributed by Seventh Day
Seventh-day Adventists
Adventists predicted the end in this year.
This linguist predicted the end would occur in
1999
this year. He did not predict how it would occur,
Charles Berlitz
stating it may involve nuclear devastation,
asteroid impact, pole shift or other earth
changes.
A prediction attributed to Nostradamus stating
1999, Jul
Nostradamus
the "King of Terror" would come from the sky in
"1999 and seven months" led to fears of the end.
The predicted date of the end of the world,
1999, Aug
The Amazing Criswell
according to this psychic well known for false
18
predictions.
Hon-Ming Chen's cult God's Salvation Church , now relocated
1999, Dec Hon-Ming to upstate New York , preached that a nuclear holocaust would
31
Chen
destroy Europe and Asia sometime between October 1 and
December 31, 1999.
After his 1980's predictions failed to come true, Lindsay
'Before'
published the book Planet Earth 2000 A.D. in 1994, which
Hal Lindsey
2000
stated that Christians should not plan to still be on earth by the
year 2000.
James
This preacher predicted the tribulation would begin before the
Gordon
year 2000.
Lindsay
This conspiracy theorist stated that the last days could "wrap
Texe Marrs
up by the year 2000."
Timothy
This President of Yale University foresaw the Millennium
Dwight IV starting by 2000.
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Jehovah's
Witnesses

In 1971, and again in 1984, the Jehovah's Witnesses stated the
end would be before the end of the 20th century.
This 13th-century theologian wrote that the Antichrist would
Peter Olivi come to power between 1300 and 1340, and the Last
Judgement would take place around 2000.
Helena
The founder of Theosophy foresaw the end of the world in this
Blavatsky year.
Newton predicted that Christ's Millennium would begin in the
Isaac
year 2000 in his book Observations upon the Prophecies of
Newton
Daniel, and the Apocalypse of St. John .
2000 - c.
This self-described Christian psychic predicted the Earth's axis
Ruth
would shift and the Antichrist would reveal himself in this
Montgomery
year.
This psychic predicted the Second Coming would occur this
Edgar Cayce
year.
Sun Myung The founder of the Unification Church predicted the Kingdom
Moon
of Heaven would be established in this year.
This pastor predicted the end would occur in his book The
Ed Dobson
End: Why Jesus Could Return by A.D. 2000.
This minister predicted the end in his book I Predict
Lester Sumrall
2000.
This 18th-century preacher predicted that Christ's
Jonathan Edwards
thousand-year reign would begin in this year.
Predictions of a Y2K computer bug were to crash many
computers and would malfunction causing major
Various
catastrophes worldwide and that society would cease to
function.
An estimated 778 followers of this Ugandan religious
Credonia
movement perished in a devastating fire and a series of
Mwerinde, Joseph poisonings and killings that were either a group suicide
2000, Jan
Kibweteere
or an orchestrated mass murder by group leaders after
1
their predictions of the apocalypse failed to come about.
Falwell foresaw God pouring out his judgement on the
Jerry Falwell
world on this day.
These Christian authors stated the Y2K bug would
Tim LaHaye, Jerry trigger global economic chaos, which the Antichrist
B. Jenkins
would use to rise to power. As the date approached
however they changed their minds.
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2000,
April 6

James Harmston

2000,
May 5

Nuwaubian Nation

2000, Oct
Grant Jeffrey
9
2001

Tynetta Muhammad

2003,
May

Nancy Lieder

2003,
Nov 29

Aum Shinrikyo

2007,
Apr 29

Pat Robertson

The leader of the True and Living Church of Jesus
Christ of Saints of the Last Days predicted the Second
Coming of Christ would occur on this day.
This movement claimed that the planetary lineup
would cause a "star holocaust," pulling the planets
toward the sun on this day.
This bible teacher suggested this date as the "probable
termination point for the 'last days.'"
This columnist for the Nation of Islam predicted the
end would occur in this year.
Lieder originally predicted the date for the Nibiru
collision as May 2003. According to her website,
aliens in the Zeta Reticuli star system told her through
messages via a brain implant of a planet which would
enter our solar system and cause a pole shift on earth
that would destroy most of humanity.
This Japanese cult predicted the world would be
destroyed by a nuclear war between October 30 and
November 29, 2003.
In his 1990 book The New Millennium, Robertson
suggests this date as the day of Earth's destruction.

Hermetic Order of the This magic order predicted the world would end in this
Golden Dawn
year.
Camping predicted that the Rapture and devastating
earthquakes would occur on May 21, 2011 with God
2011,
Harold Camping
taking approximately 3% of the world's population
May 21
into Heaven, and that the end of the world would
occur five months later on October 21.
There were fears amongst the public that Comet
Elenin travelling almost directly between Earth and
the Sun would cause disturbances to the Earth's crust,
2011,
Various
causing massive earthquakes and tidal waves. Others
Aug–Oct
predicted that Elenin would collide with Earth on
October 16. Scientists tried to calm fears by stating
that none of these events were possible.
2010
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Ronald Weinland stated Jesus Christ would return on
this day. He prophesied nuclear explosions in U.S.
2011, Sep 29 Ronald Weinland port cities by July of 2008 as the blowing of the
Second Trumpet of Revelation. He later changed the
date for the return of Jesus Christ to May 27, 2012.
When his original date failed to come about, Camping
revised his prediction and said that on May 21, a
2011, Oct 21 Harold Camping "Spiritual Judgment" took place, and that both the
physical Rapture and the end of the world would occur
on October 21, 2011.
Ronald Weinland stated Jesus Christ would return and
2012, May 27 Ronald Weinland
the world would end on this day.

Harold Camping declared the Rapture would occur Saturday, May 21, 2011
But not all prophets were harmless. Here are a few who led his followers to death.

David Koresh leader of Branch Davidians Seventh Day Adventists awaiting End Times
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Jonestown , Guyana : Peoples Temple mass suicide
Jones, claiming to be the ultimate prophet before the Apocalypse and End Times ordered
918 people committing suicide or murder those who were unwilling to die on November
18, 1978. Those sacrificed included babies and small children in quest of achieving
Rapture that has no Biblical foundation. A total of 909 Temple members died in
Jonestown, all but two from apparent cyanide poisoning, in an event termed
“revolutionary suicide” by Jones. The poisonings in Jonestown followed the murder of
five others by Temple members at a nearby Port Kaituma airstrip, including the murder
of United States Congressman Leo Ryan, the first member of Congress assassinated in
the line of duty in the history of the United States . Small children were killed based on
the faith of their parents (Chidester, David (1988). Salvation and Suicide. Bloomington :
Indiana University Press; Sargeant, Jack (2002). Death Cults: Murder, Mayhem and
Mind Control (True Crime Series). London , UK : Virgin Publishing).
A similar fantasy, from misreading texts, came with the mass suicide of the Heaven’s
Gate cult led by Marshall Applewhite (1931–1997), who believed he was directly related
to Jesus and therefore special and partially divine, and Bonnie Nettles (1928–1985), his
nurse after his heart attack, who believed that they were the two witnesses of Revelation
11:3. Before the group took the name of Heaven’s Gate, it was known as Human
Individual Metamorphosis (HIM) and believed they were destined for an immediate
Rapture–an insanity preached by Beverly and Tim LeHaye–that has led others to suicide.
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Heaven's Gate cult members wore Nike shoes to enter the Rapture
This chapter is included just to show the dangers involved in trying to set dates and
interpret symbols in personal ways.
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IX
JESUS AND PROPHECY

“For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will
then repay every man according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those
who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in
His kingdom.“ (Matthew 16: 27, 28)
“Behold, I have told you in advance. So if they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the
wilderness,’ do not go out, or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them.
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For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the
coming of the Son of Man be. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with
a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end
of the sky to the other.
Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near; so, you too, when you see all these
things, recognize that He is near, right at the door. Truly I say to you, this generation will
not pass away until all these things take place.“ (Matthew 24: 25-34)
“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And
then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds,
from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven. Now learn the parable
from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. Even so, you too, when you see these things happening,
recognize that He is near, right at the door. Truly I say to you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things take place…“ (Mark 13:26-30)
“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But
when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near. Then He told them a parable: Behold the fig tree and all the
trees; as soon as they put forth leaves, you see it and know for yourselves that summer is
now near. So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the kingdom
of God is near. Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all things
take place.“ (Luke 21:27-32)
“But Jesus kept silent and the high priest said to Him, “I adjure you by the living God,
that you tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have
said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.“” (Matthew 26: 63, 64)
This was to happen some time during the generation of those to whom he was speaking.
To make it clear to his listeners that this event would not be in the distant future, he told
them that some of them who were there listening to him would still be alive to see it.
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“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will
be shaken. And then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. And then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. (Mk 13:24-27).
“So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very
gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away before all these things take
place. (Mk 13:29-30).
“some of those standing here will not taste death until they see the kingdom coming in
power” (Matt. 16:28; Mark 9:1; Luke 9:27);
“I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son
of Man comes” (Matt. 10:23).
Speaking to the Sanhedrin during his trial Jesus reportedly said, “you will see the Son of
Man seated at the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt.
26:64; Mark 14:16).
All these references defines the absolute events that are to take place and the prelude
signs. If the date was fixed there was no need of the signs. Evidently God do not work
with our calendars.
•
•
•

Kingdom inaugurated
Second coming of Jesus with glory
Gathering of the elect

Jesus when asked, "when will these things happen?", he replied.
Matthew 24:36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father."
Father of course is unknowable.
(Mat 11:27) All things have been delivered unto me of my Father: and no one knoweth
the Son, save the Father; neither doth any know the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him.
Matthew 24:42-44 (NIV) "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have
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let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will
come at an hour when you do not expect him."
The Imperatives
Jesus will come again
John 14:1-3, "Let not your heart be troubled. You are trusting God, now trust in Me.
There are many homes up there where my Father lives, and I am going to prepare them
for your coming. When everything is ready, then I will come and get you, so that you can
always be with Me where I am. If this weren't so, I would tell you plainly. And you know
where I am going and how to get there."
Jesus will come literally and bodily
Acts 1:10-11, "It was not long afterwards that He rose into the sky and disappeared into
a cloud, leaving them staring after Him. As they were straining their eyes for another
glimpse, suddenly two white-robed men were standing there among them, and said, 'Men
of Galilee, why are you standing here staring at the sky? Jesus has gone away to heaven,
and some day, just as He went, He will return!'"
Jesus will come in great glory and all mankind will see Him
Luke 21:27, "At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory."
No one knows the exact time of the Second coming
Matthew 24:36, NIV. "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father."
Jesus brings reward with him
Matthew 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in His Father's glory with His
angels, and then He will reward each person according to what he has done."
Will he delay? What is the excuse?
II Peter 3:8-9, NIV. "But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in
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keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
It is enlightening to note that even though there is no date or time, there are certain prerequisites which are indicative of the time.
The whole process is like a building project. We know what are the events step by step
before the building is completed and we can move in. Though we may have plans to
finish step by step, because it involves very many variables, the absolute date and time
cannot be actually foretold. In the same way, the return of Jesus depends on how history
turn up with all the free willed being in all the realms of existence. Here are some of the
events that are to be fulfilled.
Tim McHyde in his http://www.escapeallthesethings.com/2012-prophecies.htm gives the
simple straight answer
"List Of Legal Prerequisites To Jesus' Return
So, what are these prerequisites? I can give you many examples. (Examples are in
reverse chronological order.)
1.
Great Tribulation — According to Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15, Jesus must
return after a Great Tribulation. During this Great Tribulation the Antichrist will rule over
the world for 42 months (Rev 13). He will force everyone to take a mark in their right
hand or forehead during that time. Plainly, we are not in the Great Tribulation and no
mark of the beast has been issued yet.
2.
Abomination of Desolation — This Great Tribulation starts 30 days (the 1290 the 1260 days) after the Abomination of Desolation is stood up on the Temple Mount
(Mk 13:14). The abomination refers to the Image of the Beast statue being erected for
worship (Rev 13:11). Another unfulfilled prophecy.
3.
Temple Mount Sacrifices — Similarly, on the day of the Abomination, daily
oblation morning and evening animal sacrifices are to be stopped on the Temple Mount
(Dan 12:11). These sacrifices have not even started yet, so obviously that's a major
problem for Jesus to come back soon.
4.
Third Temple — Several passages describe a Third Temple on the Temple
Mount during the Great Tribulation (Rev 11:1-2; Mt 24:15; 2The 2:3-4). The Antichrist is
even described as sitting in this end time temple as part of his declaration of himself as
God (2Th 2:4). Obviously, there is as yet no temple or even a construction project under
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way for one. Speaking of the construction, some say that everything is already being
prepared for this temple and it can go up fast, in less than a year. Even if that's true, under
current political they still could not break ground on the Temple Mount without the Arabs
approval or a strong belligerent response of opposition. The Arab control and power
needs to be broken first, and that is not going to happen without a war (probably the
future Psalm 83 war; see below).
5.
The Sixth Seal — If you read Revelation 6:12-17 carefully you will see that it
depicts the entire population panicking and running for cover in response to signs in the
heavens and a tremendous global earthquake on earth moving every mountain and island
out of place. It is obvious that nothing like this has happened since the First Century
when it was written and when knowledge of the Lamb of God (named by those
panicking: Rev 6:16) has arrived.
6.
Psalm 83/Isaiah 17 War - Damascus Destroyed — Before all the above events,
a swift war is predicted in the Middle East between Israel and many of her neighbors.
You do not need a Bible to tell you this as many secular sources expect one, due to the
tensions between the sons of Ishmael (the Arabs) and the sons of Isaac (Israel) that make
headlines every year. The concern over Iran 's nuclear program has only added to this.
The outcome of this war will be the destruction of Damascus and several other major
Arab cities and regions, along with much devastation in Israel . (For the full story, see
this article on What's Next in Prophecy.) Obviously, the attack has still not happened
because Damascus remains a city to this day.
Although this is not the full list, it does include Event A from the illustration earlier: the
Psalm 83 War. Until we see that event, the end time roadmap has not begun. This means
we could still have years or even a decade or two before the end times events start and
come to an end."
As far as I can see, the beginning of the Kingdom of God was inaugurated on the day
of Pentecost and the early Christians faithfully entered the life of the Christian
Commune. We read that many disciples sold all their properties and came together as a
commune. (Luke 12:33 ). But the communes they started soon fell apart beginning with
Ananias and Saphira. So God had to postpone the event. The world was not yet ready for
it.
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Acts 2:19-21 "I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to
you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as
labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are not in
darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.
Paul says the same thing: “What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on
those who have wives should live as if they had none; those who mourn, as if they did
not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not
theirs to keep; those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this
world in its present form is passing away” (1 Cor. 7:29 ). In I John ( 2:18 ) and
Revelation we read the same thing ( 13:18 ).
Prophecy is always hidden in mystery, otherwise it changes from prophecy to predestined
history writing. Prophecy in fact do not go along in material time but along the human
time. It demands human reaction, and events unfold as a consequence. God indeed
changes history depending on our reaction- reaction of each and every sentient being in
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all the cosmos. Good or Bad they all have total freedom of will even in the extreme
pressure While the final result is fixed, the time for completion is dependent on the
process. Thus idealistically while Revelation places the final picture, the events are not
fixed in space and time.
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X
PROPHECY AND PREDETERMINATION
Predestination and Freewill of Persons
We are still to address the problem of Prophecy and its fulfillment. Bible does proclaim
future and it certainly will come to pass. The question is how will this reconcile with the
freedom of will of man? Since what is prophesied will come to pass, God has predestined
it already and therefore free will of man is simply a myth. This conclusion is not
mitigated even if we say that man lost his free will only after fall. God did know that
Adam was going to disobey. Otherwise the predestination and election "before the
creation of world" will be an absurdity.
Eph 1: 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world
On the basis of this argument we should assume that even Adam did not have the
freedom of choice. It was decreed and predestined and in the first council of Trinity the
covenant was sealed and all the future plans were laid out in detail to the minute. Thus we
will have to conclude that even Adam did not have the freedom to choose. Adam was not
responsible for his action. God was responsible. It was all God's doing.
This will also imply that God himself had no freedom. It was all decided in the first
convenant between the trinity. Now that it is all fixed, even God cannot change it. God
himself became his own prisoner, out of which he can never break out. True God is none
other than Predestination. God himself created this monster and he will remain its
prisoner to the end. What a pity.
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Evidently such a God is neither sovereign nor free. The doctrine of predestination as
taught by the reformation cannot explain the existence of any free willed persons outside
of a unitary monadic God. Not even Trinity - three person in the substance of Godhead
can be permissible. Jesus was not a free man. His obedience was not his own choice. It
was predetermined. Thus it simply leads to nullification of his sacrifice and his death is
no more an acceptable substitute for man. If there indeed was persons begotten or created
then it is impossible for a freewilled God to see into the actions of a free willed person.
Whatever theological jargon we may employ freewill of creatures and predestination are
mutually exclusive.
If it really was possible for God to look into the future to see what decisions people will
make, that would logically necessitate a predestinated, preprogrammed reality where
people would be nothing more than programmed bio- robots. Though probably the biorobot man was pre-programmed to think that he has freedom of choice and he is in
control of every situation, that in itself should have been foreknown and preprogrammed. Free choices would not be an option for people to exercise. Are we fooling
ourselves? Has God preprogrammed us to think that we have freedom of will? Could be.
But then God is playing his biggest joke on us.
Most of the statements in the Bible are therefore a cruel joke of God. God has been
mocking humans in various places when they were made responsible for their actions and
also when God himself pretended that he did not know.
Look at the situation of tower of Babel :
Genesis 11: 5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were
building.
Sodom and Gomorrah :
Genesis 18: 20-21 Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so
great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as
bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know."
Why was God so disturbed about the messages he received from the Angels that he has to
come down to verify whether it was true or not. What laugh God was having when
Abraham tried to mediate. He simply knew what was going on because he predestined it.
Look at poor Abraham.
Jesus himself played along the same line fooling the depraved mankind with his calls of
believing in him and then promising salvation and eternal life, knowing all the time to
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whom he is going to give them these great gift out of his great mercy. He also knew
whom he was going to burn in hell. (Hebrews 2:9; John 6:44-69; John 3:1-18; Romans
3:25; Revelation 1:5; Hebrews 9:22; I Peter 1:18-19; John 12:44-46; Matt. 7:24-27; Matt.
11:6; Matt. 12:50; Matt 16:25-27; Matt 18:3-6; Luke 12:8,9; Luke 14:27; John 3:15-21;
John 4:14; Acts 2:21; Acts 10:43; Rom. 9:30-10:1; Rom. 10:9-13; I John 4:13-15; I John
5:1-5; Rev. 22:16,17; I Tim. 2:4; II Peter 3:9; Acts 10:34,35; Gal. 3:27,28; Col. 3:11;
Rom. 1:16,17.) Scripture even threatens those who believe that their named will be
removed from the book of life and they willed be chewed out if they don't abide in him
and persevere. (I Cor. 9:24-27; Rev. 3:5-6; John 15:1-6; Rom. 11:16-24.)
Look at this contradiction.
Heb. 4:3 Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, "So I declared
on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'" And yet his work has been finished
since the creation of the world.
Thus if we presume total predestination, we are making the scripture to be a big lie and a
hoax. How are we then going to interpret the predestination passages? Falling back into
foreknowledge instead of foreordained or predetermined will not get us out of the
problem. Exact foreknowledge - mechanical accuracy - is same as predestination.
Thus the only solution to the problem is to accept the presence of God with his freedom
of will and man and other creatures who are his children with similar freedom of will in
the realm of their existence. The realm of existence of man and God are different because
God exists in a greater dimension being immanent in the creation itself. So God's choices
in history are not predetermined concerning every detail, and man's choices in their lives
are not predetermined. But God being transcendent and immanent is well able to direct
the corporate evolution of history with supernatural actions without violating the freedom
of every human being.
What is history?
Predestinarians have no problem in explaining history as the exact execution of the
program predetermined by the council of Trinity before the creation of the world. It is
like a clock that will tick away according to the perfect mechanism as planned.
But if there are any - at least one - free agent in the universe, history cannot be
predetermined. God cannot see the future as clearly and definitely because that would be
allowing a free will God to see into the actions of free will person. Thus history will be
the unfolding of interactions of free wills. From the secular point of view history is the
result of self-centered humans and creatures interacting to assert themselves. In that

146

INTRODUCTION TO REVELATIONS : M.M.NINAN

process a dynamic balance is reached which are constantly being changed depending on
the presence and directions of wills of each free will.
The kinetic theory of gases provides a simple illustration of the dynamic balance. Even
though the direction and speed of each molecule in the gas is totally undetermined, the
resulting system has a determinable temperature, pressure and volume. The three
parameters determine the state of the gas system. This model gives us the idea of
controlling the system externally by changing any one of the variables. Given additional
energy, or additional pressure or change in volume, the system changes to a new state.
The same concept is encountered in Quantum mechanics for all events. Uncertainty is
inherent in everything. It is this possibility of multiple states of possible solutions that
form the backbone of Quantum Theory. An age-old problem of ancient sages was the
problem of the knower and the known. In Quantum theory it takes up a new meaning. It
is only in knowing that we create. An event takes place only when it is observed. In that
process the observer is not a passive onlooker, but an active creator. History is being
created by man with the creative power that God gave us.
If God did not predestined history, how are we to interpret the prophecies of the Bible?
Apparently it will be the greatest support for the doctrine of predestination. How can God
tell the future?
We have to look at the prophecies and its fulfillment based on the understanding that
human history is the interaction of God and men. While man changes his action
depending on the situation, God also changes his action depending on the human
reaction. History is not a done deal. History is being created every moment both by God
and man. I should include all free willed creatures along with man. The inanimate objects
behave under fixed rules. (Or do they? Are they moving along the rules fixed by the
wills?)
Since each person is a free agent this becomes a highly unpredictable situation. In
conclusion, biblical prophecy is simply a matter of God making predictions, then
ensuring their fulfillment by controlling history through intervention without hindering
human freedom. This exactly is the reason for the cross. Without human freedom, the
incarnation and the cross become meaningless. God could have simply rewired and reprogrammed man whenever he wanted to redeem mankind. After all he is the potter. This
would have been the easiest and simplest way of doing it. What purpose did the great
agony of cross do if everything was anyway predestined? It is therefore evident that the
cross was an greatest affirmation of human freedom and the value God gave to the
freedom of will of each individual person. God is treating us as his children. He wants us
to return to him in love and call him Father, with our own free will. God would not even
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want to give man the slightest possibility of coercion. This is shown in the way God acts
through history. Certainly it was not beyond God's power to show forth his might and
power through signs and wonders to leave unequivocal evidence of his existence. Instead
God left it for each individual to find his own way back. He left apologetics and
evidences and not proofs. God left only road signs so that children will by their own
volition will be able to return home. That makes a great God.
These guides and signs are given both externally and internally.
Heb 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and
in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
This belief is confirmed by other scriptural passages. In these passages God "declares"
the future, and it happens; and talks about "things that are not yet done,"
Isa 46:10 declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done
Isa 48:3 I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out of
my mouth, and I showed them; I did them suddenly, and they came to pass.
Isa 48:5 I have even from the beginning declared it to you; before it came to pass I
showed it to you.
If these passages are any guide, history is not predetermined. But God has a plan, which
he brings it to pass dynamically. Will of God interacts with the will of man and generates
history which God and man together manipulates to its culmination. God intervenes in
history in love and as a man controls it to bring salvation. God is a protector of human
freedom and never he violates them. When they fall themselves into slavery, he
intervenes and releases them from those bandages whether physical, mental or spiritual.
But God is not a dictator. He is a liberator. It is this liberation of man by loving
intervention of God without himself becoming a dictator that produces the history. Being
himself immanent and at the same time transcendent God can effectively do this. His
Omnipotence is that he can perform it without jeopardizing human freedom.
Is there evidence in the scripture where this has been dynamically done? The answer is a
definite yes. As time proceeds, God changed his plan dynamically so that he could
accomplish his plan of redemption of the cosmos. If there is anything predetermined in
the Trinitarian Covenant it is not the details of history but the purposes of history - the
ultimate redemption of sons of God and the return of the world to its pristine nature.
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Relation between Prophecy and Predestination
Predestination and prophecy are heavily inter-related. Very often the exact fulfillment of
prophecy is used by many people to establish the validity of Scripture. Now suppose that
God and man both are free agents. If God cannot dictate the way each individual chooses,
how can the prophecies come to pass exactly? The coexistence of other free agents in the
cosmos will necessitate that God work in collaboration and cooperation of these agents
and the laws of nature to bring the event to pass as He wants and when He wants. God
proposes and man can oppose or cooperate. Since there are many persons with free will
in existence and each and every person is precious and bears God's image and is a child
of God (Luke 3: 38 the son of Adam, the son of God.) God treats them as persons.
History is therefore the working out of a Father's expression of love for his children depraved as they are. It is not an imposition of plan, but a working out of a plan.
Predestinarians have no problem in this area because the clock will tick away and the
events will happen without fail, because they were predetermined, predestined and
foreordained. Some think that the future is already in existence in the fabric of spacetime. It is already a done deal. Therefore prophecies do come to pass in exactly the same
way God proposed or warned irrespective of what individuals do.
But if on the other hand God has permitted other free agents to be involved, even though
God declares the prophecies as a plan, the project will not come to its completion in the
right time. It may be delayed, it may be fulfilled before the planned period or it may even
be cancelled or rescheduled or re-planned. If there is one such instance where Bible
shows these inexactness or change of plan, then we can come to know that God in his
sovereignty has permitted his children to be free as well. I know I am treading on very
touchy areas of all Evangelical and Orthodox Christians.
What I am trying to show in this article is than future is not something already in
existence, but that Man is involved with God in the creation of the future and that God
fulfils his promises in collaboration with his people.
Ez. 22: 30 "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before
me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none. 31
So I will pour out my wrath on them and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing
down on their own heads all they have done, declares the Sovereign LORD."
This places a tremendous responsibility on the elect, the prophets. Ezekiel realized this
responsibility.
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Ez.3: 18 When I say to a wicked man, 'You will surely die,' and you do not warn him or
speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man
will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood.19 But if you do warn
the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will
die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself.20 "Again, when a righteous man turns
from his righteousness and does evil, and I put a stumbling block before him, he will die.
Since you did not warn him, he will die for his sin. The righteous things he did will not be
remembered, and I will hold you accountable for his blood.21 But if you do warn the
righteous man not to sin and he does not sin, he will surely live because he took warning,
and you will have saved yourself."
In fact the whole history of mankind is the story of how God took people and used them
to work out his plan in history. The whole question of working out a plan implies within
itself the realization that God is working against a prevailing current. It required the
sacrificial act of many righteous men who were willing to go along with God.
Heb 11:35 Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a
better resurrection.36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and
put in prison.37 They were stoned ; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and
mistreated--38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.
All because the rest of the freewill persons would not cooperate with God. At no moment
in history God violated the freedom of will of any of the human being. But God
manipulates events and introduces and uses those who will willingly accept to bring
about these plans and purposes. Is this true? In what follows I am trying show how God
worked through in a few cases.
Here are a few prophecies that are of interest.
A 70-YEAR PROJECT COMES TO FRUITION IN 68 YEARS:
JUDAIC CAPTIVITY
One of the clear prophecies, which accurately fulfilled in history, is the prophecy of
Jeremiah regarding the Judaic Captivity:
Jer 25:11-12 11 This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations
will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12 "But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I
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will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their
guilt," declares the LORD, "and will make it desolate forever.
Jeremiah 29:10 "This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for
Babylon , I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this
place."
Like the Bible students of this day Daniel was a student of prophecy. He studied the
prophecy of Jeremiah and he realized that this 70 years was soon to be fulfilled:
Dan. 9:2 I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD
given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy
years.3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes."
Historically however we know that the captivity of Judah was from 605 BC to 538 BC, a
period of 68 years instead of 70 years. Again if it was predetermined why was Daniel
pleading with God in prayer, in fasting and in sack clothes and ashes?
Dan 9: 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my
God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name."
What was the need for Daniel to plead and ask God not to delay. Did not Daniel believe
in prophecy? Daniel was prompted to pray because of the prophecy. But he knew that
God did not and could not perform this job without his people cooperating and actually
praying for it. Though God's plans are inviolable, his actions are constrained and
activated by the people - both of God and others. The prophecies are fulfilled because
God's people cooperated with God in bringing it to pass. Daniel knew that if people of
God did not mediate God will delay his redemption.
That is why when Jesus taught his disciples how to pray - his model prayer commonly
known as Lord's Prayer - contained the part, "Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven." God's will is done perfectly in heaven because all persons in heaven are with
one mind with God. But on earth, the story at present at least is different. Prayer is not a
ritual. It is an act of creation. When we pray we cooperate with God in his plan of
redemption and new creation.
God is looking for people to act so that he can hasten his redemption. God's timetable is
not set on clocks. It is set on the basis of events. In facts events decide the time. Not the
other way round.
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Look at the story told by Gabriel:
Dan 10:13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the
king of Persia .
In this narration we see clearly the way God works. Gabriel was detained by the enemy
the Prince of Persia and he was to be helped by Michael, one of the chief Princes. God's
plans were thwarted by another free agent. God's own messenger was stopped and God
has to sent in a support army! Is that absolute predetermined sovereignty? Not in any
long shot.
A PROJECT THAT GOT DELAYED 250 YEARS: EZEKIEL
This takes us to another prophecy of the same period by Ezekiel. Ezekiel takes up his
oracle against the nations. Among them was the Phoencian city of Tyre .
Now, note Ezekiel’s prediction about the destruction of Tyre at the hands of the
Babylonians.
Ez. 26:1 In the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came
to me: 2 "Son of man, because Tyre has said of Jerusalem , 'Aha! The gate to the nations
is broken, and its doors have swung open to me; now that she lies in ruins I will
prosper,'3 therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Tyre, and
I will bring many nations against you, like the sea casting up its waves. 4 They will
destroy the walls of Tyre and pull down her towers; I will scrape away her rubble and
make her a bare rock. 5 Out in the sea she will become a place to spread fishnets, for I
have spoken, declares the Sovereign LORD. She will become plunder for the nations, 6
and her settlements on the mainland will be ravaged by the sword. Then they will know
that I am the LORD.7 "For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: From the north I am
going to bring against Tyre, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses
and chariots, with horsemen and a great army. 8 He will ravage your settlements on the
mainland with the sword; he will set up siege works against you, build a ramp up to your
walls and raise his shields against you. 9 He will direct the blows of his battering rams
against your walls and demolish your towers with his weapons. 10 His horses will be so
many that they will cover you with dust. Your walls will tremble at the noise of the war
horses, wagons and chariots when he enters your gates as men enter a city whose walls
have been broken through. 11 The hoofs of his horses will trample all your streets; he
will kill your people with the sword, and your strong pillars will fall to the ground.12
They will plunder your wealth and loot your merchandise; they will break down your
walls and demolish your fine houses and throw your stones, timber and rubble into the
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sea. 13 I will put an end to your noisy songs, and the music of your harps will be heard
no more.14 I will make you a bare rock, and you will become a place to spread fishnets.
You will never be rebuilt, for I the LORD have spoken, declares the Sovereign LORD.
Ezekiel dates his prophecy which is BC 586 and specifically refers to Nebuchanezar. The
Emperor of Babylon . Even though most biblical inerrants consider that this prophecy
came about with absolute accuracy, this is far from the truth. Isaiah also prophesied the
destruction of Tyre , but said it will be rebuilt after 70 years.

Is. 23: 13 Look at the land of the Babylonians, this people that is now of no account! The
Assyrians have made it a place for desert creatures; they raised up their siege towers,
they stripped its fortresses bare and turned it into a ruin.14 Wail, you ships of Tarshish;
your fortress is destroyed!15 At that time Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years, the
span of a king's life. But at the end of these seventy years, it will happen to Tyre as in the
song of the prostitute:16 "Take up a harp, walk through the city, O prostitute forgotten;
play the harp well, sing many a song, so that you will be remembered. 17 At the end of
seventy years, the LORD will deal with Tyre . She will return to her hire as a prostitute
and will ply her trade with all the kingdoms on the face of the earth.
The story is that Neb put siege around the city for 13 long years and he failed to capture
the city. He withdrew from the siege in BC 573 and concentrated on Egypt and Judah ,
which fell easily. . The city was not destroyed by Nebuchanezar or the Babylonians.
Ezekiel's prophecy did not come to pass. It thrived as a commercial port until BC 332
when Alexander the Great Greek Macedonian Emperor reached Tyre . He built a
causeway, from the mainland Tyre to the island using all the building materials he could
get from the mainland. This way Alexander (and not Nebuchanezar) did throw its stones,
timber and rubble into the sea.
But contrary to Ezekiel's prophecy, the city was immediately rebuilt by Alexander as a
resort - yes fishermen still spread their nests on the rocks by the sea side.
Ezekiel himself lived to see that his prophecies did not come true. In AD BC 571 two
years after the collapse of Nebuchanezar's siege of Tyre , Ezekiel gave the following new
prophecy:
Ez. 29:17 In the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the
word of the LORD came to me: 29:18 "Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon
made his army labor hard against Tyre; every head was made bald and every shoulder
was rubbed bare; yet neither he nor his army got anything from Tyre to pay for the labor
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that he had performed against it. 29:19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will
give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ; and he shall carry off its
wealth and despoil it and plunder it; and it shall be the wages for his army. 29:20 I have
given him the land of Egypt as his recompense for which he labored, because they
worked for me, says the Lord GOD.
In 64 B.C., it became part of the Roman Empire and prospered. It is mentioned in the
present tense in the New Testament. Christian buildings were constructed there in the
Fourth Century A.D. and during the Crusades, but Muslims later destroyed them.
Ezekiel's role was not to prophecy the future. He simply was the man in the gap - a
prophet who warns the people. He was expressing the plan of God. Why did God spare
Tyre from Neb ? They probably turned from their wicked ways - we do not know.
A PROJECT THAT GOT DELAYED 130 YEARS: MICAH
Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah,
Micah 3: 12 Therefore because of you, Zion will be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will
become a heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets.
But it did not come to pass because there was a King Hezekiah who stood in the gap.
Jer. 26:18 "Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah . He
told all the people of Judah , 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: "' Zion will be
plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound
overgrown with thickets.' 19 "Did Hezekiah king of Judah or anyone else in Judah put
him to death? Did not Hezekiah fear the LORD and seek his favor? And did not the
LORD relent, so that he did not bring the disaster he pronounced against them? We are
about to bring a terrible disaster on ourselves!"
So Judah was preserved from the Assyrians for another 130 years later, when they went
into captivity under Babylon . Did God change his plan?
A PROJECT THAT GOT CANCELLED:
NINEVEH
The story of Jonah , who is quoted by Jesus himself is a peculiar one. Jonah was reluctant
to go on his prophetic mission to Nineveh , the Philistine city. He was forced back to
Nineveh to preach a doomsday message. Reluctantly Jonah stood at the periphery of the
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city -refusing even to enter into its heart, and gave a message warning them of the
coming destruction.
Jon.3:4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: "Forty more days
and Nineveh will be overturned."
But the reaction of the Ninevites were strange.
5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to
the least, put on sackcloth. 6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from
his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the
dust.7 Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh: "By the decree of the king and his
nobles: Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or
drink.8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on
God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet
relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish."
Ninevite understanding of God was one of a compassionate, merciful God. They knew
God and believed him. This may have something to do with their history which is another
intersting field which I have dwelt with in a separate article on the election of Philistines.
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had
compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.
4:1 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.
Because his prophecy did not fulfil accurately.
Jonah knew God perfectly as a relenting God.
2. He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home?
That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from
sending calamity.
Was Jonah a false prophet? Not at all. He was asked to be a prophet to bring the people
back to repentence . When people prayed, when people repented God changed his plan.
OTHER INSTANCES OF GOD CHANGING HIS PLAN
At the time of Noah when he saw that the heart of man was evil to the core,
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Gen. 6:6 "And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved
him at his heart."
Then God went on with his changed plan. All through history we see God changing his
plans. All through history we see God not as a Tyrant, but as a Father changing his plans
so that he may redeem all of his children. Even in the most severest punishments and
deaths we see the loving hands of God to prevent his children from sufferring excessively
because of their behavior. Even death was a blessing and not a punishment. God never
cursed Adam or any man ever. All these curses came upon man by his own doing. Man
himself created his own problem and suffers for it. God still provides his solution. If only
every man accepts them.
God chose Saul and anointed him King over Israel . But later as history developed Saul
turned away from God and the God repented that he made Saul King. If God knew this
beforehand would he have anointed Saul as king brought all the bloodshed and problems
for his people? If God knew or predestined Saul's career would he have made him King
over Israel ?
1Sam.15:11 (See also 1 Sam 15:35) "It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king...."
When the children of Israel played made a god of golden calf, God wanted to destroy
them and begin with Moses again in a new experiment.
Ex. 32: 9 "I have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiffnecked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that
I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation."
But Moses interceded for the people of Israel ,
Exod. 32:14 And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.
PROJECTS THAT GOT RESHEDULED
Election of Sudan , Syria , Phillistines
Amos 9: 7 "Are not you Israelites the same to me as the Cushites ?" declares the LORD.
"Did I not bring Israel up from Egypt , the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans
from Kir?
This particular passage in Amos is very surprising as it implies an election of other
nations before or simultaneously with Israel . Israel was brought up from Egypt by God.
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This is the story we have in the Bible. But this passage seems to imply that God did the
same with Cushites (Sudanese) and to Phillistines and to Aramaens.
Bible gives ample evidence to the fact that Philistines were of Camphtor (Amos 9:7; Jer.
47:4; Deut. 2:23). Egyptian monuments record that the tribes of Peleste (philistines)
invaded Palestine along with others referred to as the"people of the sea". Camphtor is a
small island off the mainand. They evidently came over to Palestine and occupied the
region at the time of Raamses III who is dated around 1195-1164 B.C. The story of the
election of Philistines is given in a separate article.
However we are given the last leg of the rejection of the Phillistines as the story is picked
up by the Bible narration. Abraham received his legacy from Melchizedek - the Philistine
King, who was both King and Priest.(Gen 14:18 Psa 110:4 Heb 5:6 Heb 5:10 NIV) "and
was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek."
Heb 6:20 ). Even the Levitical Priesthood get their rights through Melchizedek
(Heb 7:10 )
After the time of Melchizedek, the King of the Phillistines was Abimelek who knew God
and communed with him as a son of God. (Gen 20: 4 -6)
Evidently Philistines still worshipped the true God and God talked to them face to face.
So when Lord promised to drive out the people of Canaan before the Israelites, the list do
not contain Philistines.
Ex. 33: 2 I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.
When Joshua entered Canaan (BC 1170) the King of Jerusalem was Adoni-zedek.
(Joshua 10:1-3) The knowledge of God was now totally gone from the Philistines.
If as Amos concedes, these nations were called out why did God change his plan and
select Israel ? The reason for this can be found in their later god Dagon.
Rom 1: 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.22
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and
reptiles.
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So we have three other experiments of God with nations that went sour. So God patiently
restarted with another and yet another. Is the Church the last of the line? It depends on
how the Church performs.
Rev 2: 5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you
did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its
place.
A PROJECT THAT WAS RECYCLED
Even though the election and rejection of Sudanese, Philisitine, and Syrian nations are
described in the Bible (this is because the Old Testament records were maintained by the
Jews) we have a clear history in the New testament where God rejects, Israel and starts
anew with a people called out from all nations viz., the Church. This aproach is totally
new because it is not based on nation. We see clearly why God rejected Israel and chose a
new Israel .
Rom 11: 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is
holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.17 If some of
the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted
in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root,18 do not
boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the
root supports you. 19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I could be
grafted in."20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by
faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid.21 For if God did not spare the natural branches,
he will not spare you either.22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God:
sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his
kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they
will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.After all, if you were cut out of
an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated
olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree!
Eph 3: 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery
of Christ,5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been
revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.6 This mystery is that through
the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
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Is this the last of the plan of God in his plan of redemption? The project will continue
until it is all accomplished.
The Second Coming of Jesus
There are some special problems related to prophetic interpretation. One is that prophecy
is often prefilled in symbolic type before it is completely fulfilled.
An example is the sign Isaiah gave to King Ahaz to assure him that the city of Jerusalem
would not fall to the Syrians who had it under siege. The sign was that a young woman
would give birth to a son whose name would be called Immanuel (Isaiah 7:1-19 ) When
Ahaz went back to his home he must have been told that one of his wives gave birth to a
child and she named him Immanuel. Yet hundreds of years later, Matthew claimed that
the ultimate fulfillment was to be found in the virgin birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:22-23).
Jewish people see Antiochus Epiphanes as fulfilling Daniel's prophecies about a
tyrannical leader who would severely persecute the Jews. But 200 years after Antiochus,
Jesus took those prophecies of Daniel and told His disciples they were yet to be fulfilled.
The same events are described in Zechariah 9:9-10
9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion ! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem ! See, your king
comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. 10. I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations.
His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Here the messianic advent is again seen as a single event when Christ enters Jerusalem on
a donkey and then he rules the world in peace. But this did not happen. For some reason
or other there is a splice at the end of the messiah's entry on colt. We are still waiting for
the second part to be fulfilled. There is no explanation for this based on any prophecy.
But Paul reiterates that there had been a change of plan.
In this telescoping Jews were put aside and the church period was ushered in.
Again the Christians of the Apostolic period expected Jesus to come back after three and
a half years from his ascension. But by the rejection of messiah by the Jewish nation God
was forced to change his plan. When at the appointed three and a half years after
ascension Stephen challenged the Jewish leaders with irrefutable proofs of Jesus as being
the messiah, they stoned him to death. Then we see Stephen proclaiming that Jesus was
standing ready to come down - instead of sitting at the right hand of God interceding. The
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prophecy of Daniel would have been fulfilled then. But it did not happen. Because his
people did not cooperate with his plan. So a gap was introduced and a new plan was
implemented.
So we see that there is a progressive fulfillment of the same prophecy at various levels in
a spiraling fashion. Several of the messianic prophecies are similar to the above situation.
In fact the dispensation theory of history can be constructed over a seven-season cycle
from the creation to the final redemption of man and later to the final redemption of the
cosmos.
In the past many Bible Scholars have interpreted history. They have all predicted their
time when Jesus will return. Many hearts have been broken when their studies and
scholarship in chronology and prophecy were proven to be wrong. Predicted end dates
have been progressively moved forward. Were they simply calling wolf or were the
project simply got delayed because the order of events in the schedule did not complete?
Why because the dates are not fixed on the calendar of solar year, but on the events that
are to happen. In this every believer has a part to play. God is not able to bring all that he
has planned if you and I are going to sit idle and let God do it all. That may be a nice
slogan to sell. But that is not how God wants it. But it will all be fulfilled.
"I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the
end from the beginning and from ancient times things which have not been done. . . I
have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it." (Isaiah
46:9-11)
"Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants
the prophets." (Amos 3:7)

Validity of Prophecy
Does these make prophecy invalid? It depends on how you look at prophecy. If the
purpose of prophecy was to foretell future then it is invalidated if it is changed in order,
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date or rescheduling. It will also make scripture invalid based on the inaccuracies and
unfulfilled prophecies.
But are they inaccuracies? In all these calculations all scholars used the unit of time as
they think was fitting. Is the unit of year the solar year or lunar year or is it the year of
israel 's calendar? Were there a change in the solar year length during or after these
prophecies? Were there any change in the period of orbit of earth around sun or moon
around earth? How were they corrected? Are we talking about absolute time or proper
time? So it is easy to see that no one can depend on a time based on variations of cosmic
or terrestial clocks. Then what is the proper way of measuring time? Time is the
quantitative aspect of matter in motion and is known and can only be measured in terms
of events. Time does not really exist. It can be reckoned only in terms of events. This
reality will set up a new and real understanding of prophecy. God works out his plan and
he measures his time in terms of events in history and in terms of human responses.
"The secret things belong to the Lord our God; but the things that are revealed belong to
us and to our sons forever." (Deuteronomy 29:29)
"Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants
the prophets." (Amos 3:7)
The purpose of prophecy is to declare the will of God and to call all men unto repentance
and to salvation. Every human being has a part in the creation of the future and God plans
it and directs it without ever infringing on the freedom of his creation. And that is no
mean feat.
or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
7.It for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8.But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem , and in all Judea and Samaria , and to the ends of the earth."
For God is at work in us and not out of us.
PROPHETS AND FORTHTELLING
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Prophets are not soothsayers who predict what is going to happen. This is because future
is not defined or predestined. Even God cannot predict them as long as he gives man and
the rest of his sentient creations the freedom of will. If man was created in the image of
God, Man becomes part of the creation of the future and the world to come. This is true
not only of Man but also with other creatures to whom God has given the freedom,
however limited or extensive this freedom be. If I put it as God cannot do anything in
this world of his own will, do not think it is a negation of his sovereignty or omnipotence.
This is because God himself have laid it down to be shared with his creation. Tzimtzum
( צמצוםṣimṣūm "contraction" or "constriction") is a term used in the Lurianic Kabbalah
teaching of Isaac Luria, explaining his concept that God began the process of creation by
"contracting" his infinite light in order to allow for a "conceptual space" in which a finite
and seemingly independent world could exist. This contraction, forming an "empty
space" ( )חלל הפנויin which creation could begin, is known as the Tzimtzum. Because the
Tzimtzum results in the conceptual "space" in which the physical universe and free will
can exist, God is often referred to as "Ha-Makom" ( המקוםlit. "the place", "the
omnipresent") in Rabbinic literature. Relatedly, olam—the Hebrew word for "world" or
universe—is derived from the root word  עלםmeaning "concealment". This etymology is
complementary with the concept of Tzimtzum, in that the physical universe conceals the
spiritual nature of creation.
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The ultimate expression of God's laying down His sovereignty is found in the
incarnation of God in Jesus. In fact the true character of God is this. God is Love. The
other characteristics as Omnipotence, Omniscience, Omnipresent do not define God.
Love of God requires this laying down. "God so loved the world that he gave."
Having done the damage of creating humans to whom God gave freedom having laid
some of his soverignty to be shared with man God himself is handicapped. But that was
his choice. Having made such a choice making man co-creators with Him, future of
creation and cosmos depended in the choices that the millions of men made also. God
became vulnerable - to some extent incapacitated. God has to work around these selfimposed limitation. In fact we all do this every day when we beget children. God was
prepared for it and this is clearly shown in the cross. If God is love, love can conquer and
ultimately triumph. This then is clear message of the Revelation. Selfishness, Sin and
Hate will only destroy itself ultimately. But in the middle of these self imposed
destruction and chaos, the love of God will come to aid.
Thus the book of revelation is the story of redemption in the midst of Sinfulness.
Thus the prophet is not a foreteller but a forewarner. Only then will we be able to explain
the events of history in the context of Old Testament Prophecy
(Eze 3:17-21) "Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel :

therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto
the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he
turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his
righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die:
because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness
which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.
Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not
sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul."
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http://iamnotwriting.com/?p=315
So the test of a prophet is not in the fulfilling of the prophecy immediately. Here are the
tests of a Prophet:

Test 1. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20.
They should be faithful to the word and the basic principles of God's law.
Test 2. “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” Matthew 7:20.
They should be people who try to live the life they preach.
Test 3. “When the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be
known, that the Lord hath truly sent him.” Jeremiah 28:9.
The prophecy invariably contains some of the immediate result of the existing conditions
which will come to pass which ensures the prophet's validity.
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However prediction is not the major work of the prophet.
All prophecies are conditional.
Jeremiah 18:7-10 “At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation, against whom I
have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto
them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom,
to build and to plant it; if it do evil in My sight, that it obey not My voice, then I will
repent of the good, where-with I said I would benefit them.”
The Lord has said that when conditions change He will act differently, either for reward
or punishment. The prophecy of Jonah is the direct example for it.
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” Jonah 3:4.
No mention is made of any conditions attached. In fact, it seems obvious that no
suggestion was made of a way of escape, for in his decree the king asked, “Who can tell
if God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we perish not?”
Verse 9. Had a condition been offered he would have known that there was the possibility
of deliverance. The time passed, the city was not overthrown, and Jonah was angry with
the Lord because he felt he would be considered a false prophet.
God did not consider Jonah as a false prophet. Whether the conditions are stated or not,
all prophecies are conditional, because their fulfillment depends upon man's reaction to
the prophecy.
But the warning still remain with us.
Test 4. “Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.” 1
John 4:2.
PROJECT AND ITS WORKING OUT
The plans belongs to God. But its working out belongs to mankind.
Ps. 33: 11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart
through all generations.
Pro. 16:1 To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of
the tongue.
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If future does not exist, it is being created every present. It is created by the response of
both animate and inanimate and all forms of consciousness present in the cosmos. Fall
from the basic nature of Love was because of the free choice of conscious creation. So
long as God do not want to take away this freedom of choice and reduce mankind (in fact
all fallen consciouness in the cosmos) to mere robots, the redemption has to be worked
out through these cosciounesses. God. The creator could have anihilated all mankind and
recreated programmed robots and saved all the troubles. That is certainly a choice. He
could have selected some robots and put on them golden chains and called them glorious
ones. But they would still be robots no better than the rusty, crumbling ones.
So God planned for the redemption of all cosmos. It is a long term plan, because it
involves people - people who are given autonomy and free will. The plan sets up several
stages and each operation is given a time schedule. This time schedule may have to be
rescheduled depending on the resources and human resources available. Thus the
execution of the plan is existential. You can see the markers and events that are planned
coming in place as time goes on. These are the prophetic marks. Some markers may be
removed, some events and operations may be rescheduled, re-planned, or even cancelled.
In bringing them to pass God is looking for people and their cooperation.
Prophecy therefore is nothing but an announcement of a part of the ultimate purposes of
God. We are told only those part of the project where we are directly involved. God
needs us so that he may work out his plan.
The revelation of God is an ongoing process wherein he reveals his plan to his prophets
so that they may intelligently be involved in this redemptive process.
Though evil is only a moral reality, the proponent persons are not. Satan himself is a
person with a free will which even God would not take away. So he enlists the Church so
that:
Rom 16: 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.
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APPENDIX 1
PROJECT HOME
Here is a typical Home Construction Time line as given by the Pacific Crest Inspections.
Building a Kingdom of Heaven is a more complex one with lot more variables. While
end product is certain, the exact date of moving in depends on how the variable factors
work out.
http://www.paccrestinspections.com/New-construction-timeline.htm

A Home Construction Timeline
Many perspective new home buyers are watching Extreme Makeover and believe that a new
home can be constructed in a short period of time. WRONG. There is Reality TV and then the
real world. Constructing a new home can take anywhere from six months to one year (or more),
depending on a number of factors. The size of the house, number of workers, weather conditions,
and unexpected--but inevitable--delays all make a difference. Though the order of work may vary
slightly and local building-inspection requirements differ, this timetable, spread over a sevenmonth period, should give you a pretty good sense of what to expect and when:
Months 1 & 2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Obtain municipal and state permits
Begin site work and excavation
Homesite scraped, leveled and pinned.
Erosion controls in place.
Slab form boards set.
Underground plumbing in place.
Type II and vapor barrier in place.
Pre-slab pour inspection completed.
Slab poured.
In some locations, flat work (sidewalks, patios and driveways) is formed, and the
concrete is poured.
Slab form boards pulled.
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•
•
•
•

Rough grade completed.
Frame floors
Rough-in electrical and plumbing under floors
Install first-floor subfloor
Months 2 & 3
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Frame walls, roof and ceilings, including all
door and window rough openings
o Exterior sheathing installed.
o Windows installed.
o Roof sheathing completed.
o Roof nailing completed.
o Roof tiles or shingle material loaded.
Install remaining subfloors
Apply exterior wall and roof sheathing
Rough-in remaining electrical and plumbing
lines in wall, ceiling and floor cavities

Rough plumbing installed.
Rough HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, and Air-Conditioning) installed.
Rough electrical installed.

Months 3 & 4
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rough frame inspections (municipal inspections: mechanical, plumbing, electrical and
frame) completed.
Apply roof flashing and shingles
Install windows and exterior doors
Batts installed (wall insulation).
Drywall stacked or scheduled.
Pre-drywall Inspections
Drywall installed throughout the home.
Drywall nailing inspection completed.
Ceiling insulation installed (per plan). Note: not required between 1st and 2nd floors.
Drywall taped and textured in accordance with the approved home plan.
Exterior finishes will be started (brick, cementatious finish, stone or siding).
Apply exterior trim
Months 5 & 6
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Apply ceramic tile in baths
Finish plumbing and electrical work
Paint and wallpaper
Install finish flooring
Garage doors installed.
Interior door casings and doors installed.
All cabinets installed.
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•
•
•

Base molding installation complete.
Ceiling molding and chair molding installed (if required per the approved plan).
Staircase railing and balusters installed (two story homes).

Months 6 & 7
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Finish electrical installed and operationally tested.
Finish plumbing installed and operationally tested.
Finish HVAC installed and operationally tested.
All flooring installed.
Appliances installed.
In some locations, flat work (sidewalks, patios and driveways) is formed, and the
concrete is poured.
Interior painting applied.
All countertops installed.
• Mirrors and shower enclosures installed.
• Outside landscaping is started (weather permitting).
• Install final hardware
• Final Inspection
• Touch-up for final inspection by homeowner
• Owner final walk-through
• Move in
•

Gantt Chart - Custom Home Building Timeline
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