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PREFACE

Since Mother Teresa was announced as a saint there had been a lot of books available on her life and
work. Hence this will be a feeble attempt alongside of all those. Our family came to know mother in
1978 when Mother came to Yemen with her two nuns to start a home in Sanaa. It so happenned that
they were both from Kerala - Sister Thomas and Sister Cherian - which also was my state. There
were no churches in Sanaa (or even in all North Yemen) other than the International Christian
Fellowship which met in the American embassy where I was the Moderator which started only in 1974.
It included all christian groups from all over the world Ethiopia, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, America, Canada,
Australia etc. Etc. I had also a separate service meant solely for the Syrian Christian Community
from Kerala which met in my house. As such I was also the President of the Indian Association and
of the Malayalee Associans in that city. So it was natural that these nuns sought me out as they
needed lot of initial help. They did not have an established home there yet. Mother Teresa became
an honored guest in my house. My wife was of similar mindset as Mother. Wherever we have been
working - Ethiopia, Ghana, Jamaica, Sudan etc- she got involved in the programs for the deaf and
blind in those countries. So this was her open gate in Yemen. She immeadiately invited all the
Ambassodors and the Government authorities in the city to meet Mother Teresa over a dinner when
Mother explained her plans in that country and solicited their help. Thus she became a constant
visitor to our house till I left the country in 1980.
Though Mother Teresa may not be considered as a theologian as is normally understood, her
understanding of "God as the Father of all mankind and her emphais on God's love as expressed
through Jesus on the cross" is shown through life. In Indian terminology, She is a Karma Yogi who
preaches through her actions. It does not matter whether they are Christians or non-Christians, Jesus
still loves them and his death is still payment for their sins too whether they know it or not. Christians
are the elect called out for the purpose of redemption of all the world. Mother believed that the
service of alleviating pain and suffering is best done by identifying with the sufferers. (Was that not
what Jesus did?) That is exactly what she did. No one who has actually seen her in action can never
question her sincerity nor her effectiveness. We remember her and thank God for what she had
started here on earth. Her work is not completed but it is still in action.
Prof.M.M.Ninan
Normal, IL
2018

CHAPTER ONE
FAMILY OF MOTHER TERESA
Father : Nikola Elolaxhiu
Mother : Dranafile Bojaxhiu

Mr. Nikollë Bojaxhiu (1874 - 1919)
Also known as : Kolë Bojaxhiu
Albanian businessman, benefactor and politician
Spouse: Dranafile Bojaxhiu
Religion: Catholic
Nikollë Bojaxhiu (Ottoman Turkish:  ;ﻧﻳﻛﻭﻻ ﺑﻭﻳﺎﭼﻳﻭSerbo-Croatian: Никола Бо јаџи)
It appears that when Mother Theresa went to Armenia, after the 1988 Spitak Earthquake, she told the
Catholicos that her father originally belonged to Armenia and migrated to Albania. His real surname is
Boyjian which he changed it into Bojaxhiu. But her mother is an Albanian Christian .

Mr. Nikollë Bojaxhiu and Mrs.Dranafile Bojaxhiu
Prizren – Prizren is a historic city located in Kosovo. It is the center of the eponymous municipality
and district. The city has a population of around 178,000, making it the second largest city in Kosovo,
the residents of Prizren are mostly ethnic Albanians. Prizren is located on the banks of a river, the
Prizren Bistrica, the municipality has a border with Albania and the Republic of Macedonia. By road
the city is 99 kilometers northwest of Skopje,
https://alchetron.com/Nikoll%C3%AB-Bojaxhiu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikoll%C3%AB_Bojaxhiu

Nikollë was born in 1874 in Prizren, Kosovo in an area in the Balkan Peninsula near Albania and
Serbia to Lazër and Çilja Bojaxhiu. Nikolle, is considered an Albanian.
A little history
The Albanians are a European ethnic group that is predominantly native to Albania, Kosova, western
Macedonia, southern Serbia, southeastern Montenegro and northwestern Greece, who share a
common ancestry, culture and language.
In 1392 the city of Skopje was conquered by the Ottoman Turks and they named the town Üsküb.
The town stayed under Ottoman rule for over 500 years. By the middle of the nineteenth century the
Ottoman Empire was weakening.
There was a national movement for independence within the Albanians and in 1878, they met in a
town in Kosovo, and found the Albanian League of Prizren. The league had two main goals.
First, to unify the four provinces: Kosovo, Shkodra, Monastir, and Janina which were all Albanian
territories and an autonomous state of Alabania may be made within the Empire.
Second, to promote the Albanian culture through development of the language and education based
on Albanian cultural nationalism, emphasizing its language, literature, art, and education.
The League of Prizen was disbanded by 1881. The struggle for independence still continued
unabated. In 1908 they developed a separate script for the language using Latin script.
In the same year a group called the Young Turks, bent seized control of the Turkish government
Albanians freedom movement led to a civil war in 1912. Albania’s Balkan neighbors, declared war on
Turkey in October 1912. When the neighbors declared war on the Empire, Albanian delegates met in
Vlorë and, on November 28, 1912, issued the Vlorë Proclamation in which they formally declared
Albanian independence.
After the First Balkan War of 1912, the Conference of Ambassadors in London allowed the creation
of the state of Albania and handed Kosovo to the Kingdom of Serbia, even though the population of
Kosovo remained mostly Albanian.

In 1913, Skopje became independent from the Turkish domination and became part of the
Kingdom of Serbia. After the First World War (28 July 1914 to 11 November 1918.) the city became
part of the newly formed Kingdom of Yugoslavia.
He was a polyglot who knew at least five languages : Albanian, Turkish, French, Italian, and
Serbo-Croat. Nikolle Bojaxhiu would have been well respected for his entrepreneurship, but he also
was an activist, lobbying for the rights of Albanians within the community. Part of what sparked his
activism was that the region was absorbed into Serbia, thus setting the stage for Albanians to revolt.
He became involved in several political organizations and organized meetings. Some of the Albanian
revolutionaries of the day were deeply involved with him, including Hassan Prishtina and Bajram Curri
who both led revolts within the freedom movement of the country.

Left: Bajram Curri (1862-1925) was an Albanian chieftain, politician and activist who struggled for the
independence of Albania, later struggling for Kosovo's incorporation into it following the 1913 Treaty of
London. He was posthumously given the title "Hero of Albania"
Right: Hasan Prishtina (1873–1933), was an Albanian politician, who started the Albanian National
Movement in Kosovo and who served as the 8th Prime Minister of Albania in December 1921
Bojaxhiu
In the critical period of the history of Albanians, Bojaxhiu became one of the leaders of the
independence movement. The son of a large and prosperous family that had long engaged in wide
variety of business, Bojaxhiu moved from Prizren to Skopje because of its growing reputation as a
trading center. He was a multifarious business entrepreneur which included, building contract, import
of food and other commercially viable products. Having moved to Skopje, he partnered himself with
other industrialists and started an import business in medicine, oil, sugar, cloth and leather. He was
ﬂuent in ﬁve languages and had traveled extensively throughout Europe, the Near East, and North
Africa on business. His contracting ﬁrm helped to build the ﬁrst movie theater in Skopje. Nikollë
Bojaxhiu's company constructed the city's first theater and part of the railway line that connected
Skopje with the region of Kosovo. He actually financed the construction of the railway.
He married Dranaﬁle Bernai in Prizren and established his family Skopje, settling into a spacious
house with a large garden. Drana also came from a well to do family and remained as a house wife
taking care of the family.
As a wealthy business man with a background of political involvement he was soon elected to the
Senate of the City of Skopje and was the only Catholic in the Senate out of the 12 members. Catholics
were less than 10% of population with a majority of over 60% of Muslims.

As one can see the country went through a lot of political intrigues with Islam and the Communists and
the Nazi Hitler. During the 17th and 18th century, Albanians in large numbers converted to Islam,
often to escape higher taxes levied on Christian subjects as well as a plethora of other reasons
including ecclesiastical decay, coercion by Ottoman authorities in times of war and the privileged legal
and social position of Muslims.
In the midst of these the Nikola Elolaxhiu family remained within the minority community of Catholic
Christians in those days. Children called their mother Drana Bojaxhiu, "Nana Loke" (which means
“Mother Soul”). She was a traditional Albanian housewife who looked after her husband and children.
During the day, she cooked, cleaned, and mended clothing. As soon as Nikola returned home, though,
all work stopped. Drana put on a clean dress, combed her hair, and made sure the children were
presentable to greet their father.
A deep rooted Catholic faith, the spirit of freedom and nationalism along with the enterprenure spirit
ran deep in that family which finally bloomed in Agne as the Mother Teresa of Calcutta's Missionaries
of Charity and ultimately to the point of becoming the "Saint of the gutter"
In the early 1900s, he married Dranafile Bernai with whom he had three children: Aga Bojaxhiu(b.
1905), Lazar Bojaxhiu (b. 1908) and Anjeze Gonxhe Bojaxhiu (Agnes b. 1910 later St. Mother
Teresa).
Aga, Lazar and Agnes in that order, Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu was the youngest of the three.

Mr. Nikola Bojaxhiu and Mrs.Dranafile Bojaxhiu lived in Skopje, Macedonia where their three children
were born Aga, Lazar and Agnes in their order.

Dranafile Belnai (1889-1972) was called Drona, a word meaning ‘rose’ in Abanian, and because of
this she gave her daughter the name Gonxha, which means ‘flower bud'. The Belnai family members
were wealthy people of good social standing, who hailed from the village of Prizren in Kosovo. They
were owners of agricultural fields, Cattle and sheep. They also had bakeries and handicraft shops in
the cities of Gjakovica and Prizren. They were Catholics. Catholics were less than 20% while
muslims were over 60%. Drona was only 14 years when she was married. Aga the first daughter
was born in 1904, the second a son Lazar was born in 1908 and last child was Agnes who was born in
1910.
Home : Memorial House for Saint Teresa of Calcutta
The original house in which they lived together was demolished and a plaque identifies this location.
A memorial home was recently built near it which act as a tourist center commemorating the Saint
Teresa. Behind this, on the ground, you'll see markings that outline the actual house. Facing this is the
memorial home built as a museum for Saint Teresa of Calcutta.

The house is now open for visitors.

This is from inside the house.

It is in the midst of these political, social and religious havoc, Agnes the youngest daughter was
born on August 26, 1910. She was born in Skopje (now the capital of the Republic of Macedonia),
then part of the Kosovo Vilayet of the Ottoman Empire. She was baptized on the next day August 27th
of 1910 by the parish priest Fr. Zef Ramaj, who named her Agnes after
St. Agnes (391-304 AD) of Rome.
In those days survivor rate of babies were very low and the Roman Catholic Church believe that
baptism is the process of washing away, original sin due to the sin of Adam and Eve. Hence it was
then believed that children who die without baptism were doomed to hell. Hence Catholic church
promoted baptism as soon as a baby is born.

First communion of Agnes
This is the earliest picture available of Agnes.

She received her First Communion at the age of five and a half and was confirmed in November
1916. From the day of her First Holy Communion, a love for souls was within her.

http://oldmacedonianarchitecture-sonja.blogspot.
Mother Teresa's birth certificate on display at the Memorial House in Skopje, Macedonia gives
the date of birth as 1910 26/XIII
Baptism date as 1910

27.avgusta

Agnes of Rome (c. 291 – c. 304) is a virgin–martyr, venerated as a saint in the Roman Catholic
Church, Eastern Orthodox Church, the Anglican Communion, and Lutheranism. She is one of seven
women who, along with the Blessed Virgin, are commemorated by name in the Canon of the Mass.
She is the patron saint of chastity, gardeners, girls, engaged couples, rape survivors, virgins, and the
Children of Mary.
She was beheaded when even the wood refused to burn on the stake. She was buried beside the
Via Nomentana in Rome
Agnes is depicted in art with a lamb, from the Latin word for "lamb", agnus. However, She is also
shown with a martyr's palm.
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01214a.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_of_Rome
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=842
http://saintsresource.com/agnes-of-rome
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Agnes
https://sep.yimg.com/ay/yhst-66985203033589/st-agnes-biography-3.gif
<===============

Soon after her birth, Albania gained its independence from the Ottoman Empire during the Balkan
Wars (1912-1913). Mr.Nicholai Elolaxhiu of Kosovar Albanian family in Skopje (now the capital of the
Republic of Macedonia), were outspoken freedom fighters within the Ottoman Empire.

The last born was called Anjezë Gonxhe (or Gonxha) Bojaxhiu . Anjezë is a cognate of "Agnes".
Gonxhe means "rosebud" or "little flower" in Albanian. On the 26 August 1910 Agnes was born and
she was baptized in Skopje, the day after her birth. She considered 27 August, the day she was
baptized, her "true birthday".

The name "Agnes" is actually derived from the feminine Greek adjective hagnē (ἁγνή) meaning
"chaste, lamb, pure, sacred".

The family name Bojaxhiu is a Turkish word meaning "dyer" or "painter."
It also occurs among Sephardi Jews and Armenians, people who are neither Albanian, nor Slav, nor
Muslim.
Father's death
In 1919, when Agnes — was only about eight years old, her father suddenly fell ill and died after a
political party meeting.
The information concerning Nikola's death and the way in which he died are not very clear. According
to some, Nikola was also engaged in politics and took an active part in the fights against the Turks. He
was also a member of the Skopje City Council as the only Catholic, a capable man and a gifted
linguist who spoke not only Albanian and Serbo-Croat, but also Turkish, Italian and French. He often
traveled to Europe, and once, upon his return from Belgrade where he had travelled with some fellow
members of the City Council, he fell terribly ill and subsequently died.
The circumstances under which he died have not been ascertained, and it is believed by some that he
was poisoned by his political opponents. Nikola's funeral was not only attended by his closest
relatives and friends, but also by many distinguished citizens of Skopje of different nationalities and
religions, as well as by many poor people whom he used to help. Nikola was buried in the Catholic
cemetery in Skopje.
After the disastrous earthquake in 1963, his remnants were transferred to the common Catholic grave
in Butel cemetery. When Mother Teresa visited Skopje for the first time after 52 years, she also visited
the grave where her father was buried. She stood at the grave for a long time, as if she were
caressing it, then made a cross and said: "Rest in peace!"
Agnes with her mother

It is evident that the family lived an affluent life. With this event, life changed overnight as their
mother assumed total responsibility for the family, Aga, only 14, Lazar, 9, and Gonxha, 7. With the
earning partner gone, it must have been difficult for Drana, Nikola's wife had to maintain the family
alone. Nikola’s “business partners wanted nothing more to do with the family and they were left with
only their house.” Drana went on to set up a small business of her own, selling embroidered cloth
and other locally crafted textiles. Soon she expanded it
to include the hand-woven rugs for which
Skopje was famous. Thus she was able to make ends meet and to provide education for her
children. Probably it brought her closer to God and have a stronger faith.

CHAPTER TWO
EDUCATION AND LORENTO MISSION IN IRELAND
In the aftermath of her father's death, Agnes became extraordinarily close to her mother, a pious and
compassionate woman who instilled in her daughter a deep commitment to charity. Early in her life,
Agnes was led to Christ and to the rituals of the Catholic Church by her mother. She had taught her
the traditional rosary rituals and a love for Mother Mary which lasted her to the end of her life.
Dranaﬁle was a deep Catholic believer with strong compassion and moral standards which she
handed down to her children. In the midst of her financial difficulties she had permanently extended an
open invitation to the city's destitute to dine with her family. "My child, never eat a single mouthful
unless you are sharing it with others," she counseled her daughter. When Agnes asked who the
people eating with them were, her mother uniformly responded, "Some of them are our relations, but
all of them are our people."
Agnes attended a convent-run primary school
During this early school period being in a Catholic run school she developed great interest in
religious matters. A school society, "Sodality of the Children of Mary" in which she was a member
focused on foreign missions and their work among nations around the world.

The Children of Mary Sodality is an association which originated in 1563. It was founded by Father
John Leon, a Belgian Professor in the Roman College, a boarding school for boys conducted by the
Jesuit Fathers of Rome. He would gather his fervent pupils after study in order to pray with them,
read devout instructions to them and exhort them to love and imitate the Blessed Virgin. There were
seventy members and they became known as the first Sodality of the Children of Mary, “Prima
Primaria”. Rules were drawn up and it became recognised in Rome as the first principal
congregation of Mary
Mother Teresa describes what gave her the interest for her choices: “I was only twelve years old
when I ﬁrst felt the desire to become a nun. In 1925 we got a new Jesuit priest, Father Jambrenkovic.
He started a branch of a Society of the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary. There we learned about
the lives of saints and missionaries. Father Jainbrenkovic often told us about the Yugoslavian Jesuits
who went on a mission to the province of Bengal back in 1924. He used to give us the most beautiful
descriptions about the experiences they had with the people, and especially the children in India. At
that time some missionaries had gone to India from Yugoslavia. They told me that the Loreto nuns
were doing work in Calcutta and other places."

Sodality of the Children of Mary
Fr. Jambreakovic is in the middle. Agnes stands just behind the Priest
This early introduction of Mother Mary had made a life long impression on her especially in terms
Mother's love and its importance, and consequently of Mother Mary as the main intercessor. Once I
asked her how did she handle situations that were not conducive and hard. Her reply was,
"Whenever darkness come upon, I pray to Mother Mary". It carried her through many a difficult
situations. Impressing the young mind produces its effect all through the life is shown in this
example.
When such reinforcement were absent in the high school which was a state run school this faith
assertion was missing.
“Between twelve and eighteen, I didn’t want to become a nun. We were a happy family.
But when I was eighteen, I decided to leave my home and become a nun, and since then, I
have not regretted my decision."

Agnes age 10 with her school friends
1923 - 13 year old High School Girl
As a girl, she sang in the local Sacred Heart choir and was often asked to sing solos.
Every year her church went on a pilgrimage for the festival of the Black Madona in the neighborhood
of Letnica, Kosovo. It was in one of those tours Agnes felt the first call for service to Jesus. It was
strengthened over the years during these visits.

Agnes and her sister Aga in the traditional Macedonian Attire.
Then she went on to a state run high school graduating at the age of 18.

This white church goes by many names, the "Church of the Black Madonna", the "Church of the
Assumption," and the Church of "Our Lady of Cernagore". The natives of Macedonia and Kosovo
know it as the Church where Agnes Corixha Bojaxhiu received her call to religious life. The world now
knows Agnes by another name, "Mother Teresa of Calcutta."
The Black Madonna, the centre of attraction for the pilgrims to Letnica, is a statue of blackened wood,
which it is believed was carved more than 400 years ago .
Many claim to have seen tears coming from the statue's eyes during the celebration while others say
they have experienced miraculous cures. Infertile couples, both Muslims and Christians, visit the
effigy to get with child.
Some travel great distances barefoot while others carry stones in their hands or even mouths, as
their predecessors have done for centuries.

The congregation where Agnes worshiped made an annual pilgrimage to the Church of the Black
Madonna in Letnice, and it was on one such trip at the age of 12 that she first felt a calling to a
religious life.

She was sitting in the fourth pew on the right side of the sanctuary that she heard her call to Virginity
and Service for the poor. She made her final decision in 1928, when she was 17, she came to Letnica
and it was while she was on this pilgrimage with her family that she decided to become a missionary
and dedicate her life to charity,
Inner wall in front of the pews where Mother Teresa sat is now adorned with her photo.

This is the church where, on 15 August 1928, Agnes said she was called by God to begin her charity
mission in Calcutta, India. The 18-year-old Agnes Bojaxhiu decided to become a nun and set off for
Ireland to join the Sisters of Loreto in Dublin.

Agnes at the age of 18. the shrine of Vitina-Letnice and the Black Madonna

Agnes a few days before her departure to the Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham,Dublin, Ireland, to learn
English, the language the Sisters of Loreto used to teach school children in India.

A few days before she left for Ireland.
In September I928 Agnes's brother Lazar left to join King Zog's Albanian army.

Betika Kajnc and Agness met at Zagreb
Agnes, her sister. And her mother left for Zagreb. There they met another woman called Betika Kajnc
who also joined Agnes to join the Loreto Sisters. Together the two boarded a train for Paris.

In Paris the sister in charge of the Loreto there interviewed them for membership in Lorento and
after having won the approval, they then proceeded to to Rathtarnham, Dublin, where the Loreto
Abbey trained sisters for service in India. There they were taught English since their training in India
will be in English. After six weeks the two had embarked on 21 week long sea voyage to India. They
stopped at Colombo in Ceylon (today's Sri Lanka) and at Madras (today's Chennai) on the way before
landing at Calcutta (today's Kolkatta).
https://updateox.com/india/inside-the-mother-express-a-train-dedicated-to-mother-teresa/
|+++++++>

The Sisters known as the Loreto Sisters belong to the Institute of
the Blessed Virgin Mary founded in 1609 by a twenty-four-year-old woman, Mary Ward. Mary Ward
and her first companions established their first school at St Omer (now in France) in a house, which is
still there, although it is now a private residence.
Today the congregation is engaged in a wide variety of new ministries: literacy programme, spiritual
direction, counseling, managing shelters for homeless women as well as several aspects of the
movement for greater justice and peace in the world. They are active in every continent. The Loreto
Sisters operate some 150 schools worldwide, educating over 70,000 students.
<======||+++++++++++++>
BETICA KAJNCH - SISTER MARIAM MAGDALENA OF MORAPAI

Her companion Betica Kajnc (Betika Kajnč) - born December 1, 1892 in Velika Nedelja, near
Ormož at as the fourth of five children to the mother Ursula mother (born Megla) and father Filip Kajnč
- a very religious Catholic family. She dated a boyfriend for nine years who left her all of a sudden.
Disappointed and dejected she left home. She went to Zagreb in 1920 where she lived eight years
serving the wealthy families as family assistant.
She decided to move to Paris. But on the way to Paris, she stopped in Rome, where in the Church
she met a Jesuit priest Jože Kokalj and subsequent to it she had a "call of God" for joining an order
and start a true religious life . She was 36 years old when she decided to go as a missionary in India.
On 20th of October 1928, Betica Kajnch, in the company of young Agnes, embarked on Orient
Express; through Paris and London, they reach Dublin, where they joined the line of Irish nurses at
Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham.On the 6th of January 1929 sailed to Calcutta, the then imperial city of
British India, with a transatlantic steamer. They were then sent to the Loreto noviceat at the foot of the
Himalayan mountain in Darjeeling, where, besides English, they studied Hindi and Bengali .
On April 1 of the same year, Bettik wrote in a rare surviving letter sent to her immediate family,
comfortingly writing from her new homeland: "I am very grateful to you from my new homeland ... I am
happy and satisfied. all the way to the heart, M. Magdalen."

When their decade-long schooling was thus finally sealed with final vows on May 24, 1937 Beticka
took the name as Sister Maria Magdalena (Mary Magdalen). Sr. Magdalena was sent to one of the
most lonely stretches of Morapai, where she had to learn a local dialect to communicate with patients.

Then Sr. Magdalen moved to Asansol in, a coal-mining site near today's border with the federal state
of Bihar and worked for the fourteen years there. Upon arrival, Magdalena set up a temporary
dispensary in the vicinity of the parish in 1970 and began her work there. Wikipedia gives this as " In
1971 Mother Magdalena opened a small dispensary in the presbytery premises and it flourished, with
a daily attendance of at least 100 poor people till she was no longer able to work in 1984" Sister
Maria Magdalena Kajnch died in Asansol in 1984, aged 92 years.
(from: Ana Jelnikar a research assistant at the Scientific Research Center SAZU)
<=======|

Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham,Dublin, Ireland
Loreto Abbey was built in 1725 for William Palliser, a descendant of a Yorkshire family, who settled in
Wexford during the 17th century. Rathfarnham House was left vacant until the Catholic Archbishop
of Dublin, Dr. Daniel Murray bought it for £2,000 in 1821. His aim was to educate children at the
establishment. The Irish branch of the Institute was founded in 1821 by Frances Ball, a native of
Dublin. Her first foundation was at Rathfarnham and was called Loreto Abbey, from which title the
members became known as Loreto Sisters and all subsequent foundations, at home and abroad,
were called Loreto.

https://loretohighschoolbeaufort.wordpress.com/school-and-the-community/
Picture: Loreto Abbey

.
In 1822, the school offered French, Italian, Spanish, English, history, geography, writing, arithmetic,
needlework, painting, drawing and music, which included the harp and piano. Mother Teresa of
Lisieux died on 22nd May 1861 and she was laid to rest in a vault in the chapel at Loreto Abbey.
Loreto Abbey Rathfarnham, Dublin 25th Jan, 1948

Description: Loreto Abbey has as its core, Rathfarnham House, mansion built in 1725 by William
Palliser who expended considerable resources on its interior with polished mahogany and, in one
room, embossed leather wallpaper.
On his death in 1768 without children of his own, his cousin Reverend John Palliser inherited it. When
he died in 1795, George Grierson, the King's Printer purchased the house, from which he later moved
to Woodtown House.
The Most Reverend Dr Murray purchased it in 1821, after it lay vacant for some years, for the Loreto
Order, then just founded. The first Superior of the Order, the Reverend Mother Francis Mary Teresa
Ball made additions to the house, including supposedly an extra storey on to the house.
A church was added in 1840, the novitiate in 1863, St Joseph's wing in 1869 comprising concert hall
and refectory, St Anthony's wing St. Anthony's wing in 1896, St Francis Xavier's wing in 1903 and
Liseux in 1932.
Mother Theresa of Calcutta entered religion in Loreto Abbey in 1928.
At its height it houses some 200 pupils. It cease to take boarders in 1996 and the building closed in
1999.
A building company Riversmith Ltd acquired a site to the rear where it constructed apartments. The
Loreto Order is now headquartered in Beaufort House, part of the Loreto High School.
URI:

http://hdl.handle.net/10599/7447

Appears in Collections: South Dublin Libraries Images
LORETO
The Sisters known as the Loreto Sisters belong to the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary founded in
1609 by a twenty-four-year-old woman, Mary Ward. Mary Ward and her first companions established
their first school at St Omer (now in France) in a house, which is still there, although it is now a private
residence.
Today the congregation is engaged in a wide variety of new ministries: literacy programme, spiritual
direction, counseling, managing shelters for homeless women as well as several aspects of the
movement for greater justice and peace in the world. They are active in every continent. The Loreto
Sisters operate some 150 schools worldwide, educating over 70,000 students.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta writes about Mary Ward:
“Mary Ward is God's gift to the Church and to the World, for she brought to the Church and to
Consecrated Life a new dimension – Religious Women involved in the field of education and in the
formation of a new type of womanhood. She could be this gift only because like Mary she was ‘the
handmaid of the Lord’.” (Written in Calcutta on 8th December 1984)

The young Albanian Agnes entered the convent in 1928 at the age of 18 to learn English. She was in
Loreto Abbey for six weeks to learn English during her initial training period of joining the mission,
before going to India to be a missionary. Agnes as Mother Teresa of Calcutta, came back to visit
Loreto Abbey in 1974 and
also in 1993.

Following the recession, Loreto Abbey lay derelict for 15 years before being purchased in 2013 by
the Department of Education. In 2015 the abbey reopened as Gaelcholáiste an Phiarsaigh, an all-Irish
secondary school. The abbey has gone full circle and returned to its educational roots, which is in part,
thanks to Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
Although her stay in Dublin was short, the sisters remember her as “very small, shy and quiet.”
On 1st of December 1928 she leaves for India by ship. During her traveling she wrote the song
“Farewell” (originally written on Croatian – “Oproshtaj”) in which she expresses her thoughts and
feelings about her home town and family and about the distant and unknown India. She arrives in
Calcutta, India on 6th of January 1929.

At the age of 18 made up her mind to join the the Sisters of Loreto in Ireland in preparation for India.
When she was eighteen, Mother Teresa left home to join a community of Irish nuns, the Sisters of
Loretto, who had a mission in Calcutta, India. She never saw her mother or her sister again. Her
family lived in Skopje until 1934, when they moved to Tirana She never saw her mother or her sister
again. Her family lived in Skopje until 1934, when they moved to Tirana the Capital of Albania. She
went to Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham, Dublin, Ireland, to learn English, the language the Sisters of
Loreto who used it to teach school children in India.
Mother Teresa had a deep affinity for Ireland says Dr John Scally, an Ecclesiastical History professor
at Trinity College. Writing for the The Irish Times, Dr Scally recalls his 1992 interview with the “frail
Albanian woman” with “incredible energy.” He writes: “Her ties with Ireland remained strong. She
returned many times and was given the Freedom of Dublin in 1993. At the height of the ‘Troubles’ in
1971 she sent a group of her sisters armed just with bedrolls and a violin to Belfast to help ‘in
whatever little way’ they could.
“Even after her death her Irish connections remain as her sisters continue work in each of the four
provinces: in Dublin, Blarney, Sligo and Armagh.
"By blood and origin I am all Albanian. My citizenship is Indian. I am a Catholic nun. As to my calling,
I belong to the whole world – and to Jesus. The people of the world are my people but I will always
have a special place in my heart for Ireland.’”

+++++++++++++++++>>

St Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897)(French: Sainte-Thérèse de Lisieux), born Marie
Françoise-Thérèse Martin also known as Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face, O.C.D.,
was a French Catholic Discalced Carmelite nun. She is popularly known as "The Little Flower of
Jesus" or simply "The Little Flower" . She became a Carmelite nun at an early age. She died in
obscurity at the age of 26. However, after her death, her autobiography – Story of a Soul was
published and became a best-seller around the world. Her books explained her spiritual path of love
and selflessness, and she became one of only three females to be considered a doctor of the Catholic
Church.
St Therese of Lisieux
From whom Agnes took her name Teresa and became St.Teresa of Calcutta.
<<=============+++++++++>>

In general, when a woman enters a religious order or monastery, she first
undergoes a period of testing the life for six months to two years called a postulancy.
If she, and the order, determine that she may have a vocation to the life, she receives the habit of the
order (usually with some modification, normally a white veil instead of black, to distinguish her from

professed members) and undertakes the novitiate, a period (that lasts one to two years) of living the
life of the religious institute without yet taking vows.
Upon completion of this period she may take her initial, temporary vows. Temporary vows last one
to three years, typically, and will be professed for not less than three years and not more than six.
Finally, she will petition to make her "perpetual profession", taking permanent, solemn vows.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ibt4NbPRk7w
<<=========================
Mother Teresa began her religious life training in Loreto Abbey, Rathfarnham, Dublin, Ireland on 12
October 1928. She started her testing period in Lorento, and received the name Sister Mary Teresa
after St. Thérèse of Lisieux. After six weeks of training in Loreto Abbey, on the first of December
1928, she departed for India, on a ship, along with two other postulants.
The two others were: Sr.
John Berchmans Joyce from Galway (who kept an interesting diary of their journey of their trip by boat)
and Sr. Magdalena Kajnch, also from Yugoslavia who was 36 years of age. They reached in
Calcutta on 6 January 1929.

CHAPTER THREE
SISTER MARY TERESA I.B.V.M

Initiation into Loreto Community
From there she went to Darjeeling in the lower Himalayas where the Novitiate was. The Mistress of
Novices at that time was M. Baptista Murphy. Those who joined Agnes as companions in the Novitiate
included apart from the two who came with were: Srs. Loreto Serrao, Rita Belletty, Hilda Thomas,
Catherine Gomes and Philomena Moore from India; Srs. Attracta Dooley, Francis Xavier Murray and
Benigna Liddiard from Ireland. She was received as a novice on 23th May 1929..
After about four months of instruction in prayer and the rules of the Loreto order, on May 23, 1929,
Agnes and Betika officially became novices, the next stage after postulant in the process of becoming
a nun. To mark this important occasion, they took new names in honor of a favorite saint. Betika
became Mary Magdalene and Agnes took the name of Mary Teresa, after St. Therese of Lisieux, a
French nun from the Carmelite order

.It was established in 1846, is administered by the Sister of the Institute of Blessed Virgin Mary, a
congregation of catholic Religious Sisters. Basically it was founded for the education of Catholic
students. However, it extends its services to members of the other communities, irrespective of caste
or creed

Darjeeling was also a premier center of European education. So the young novice, Agnes Gonxha
Bejaxhiu, who took her first vows in Darjeeling on 24 May 1931 began her life in India teaching the
well-to-do young of the High Range Resort of Darjeeling. There she learnt Bengali and taught at St.
Teresa's School near her convent.

Loreto Convent Darjeeling West Bengal India
. |++++++>
LORETO
On 25th of May 1931 she gives her first vows as Sister Teresa in Darjeeling and teaches geography
and catechism in St. Mary’s School in Calcutta.
The Sisters of Loreto use the initials I.B.V.M. after their names. It stands for Insitute of Blessed
Virgin Mary
The town of Loreto in Italy holds a famous relic, an old house which is said to be the house where the
Holy Family lived in Nazareth. The Holy House of Loreto became one of the great pilgrimage centres
of mediaeval Italy and devotion to Our Lady of Loreto was commended by many popes and saints.
http://piercedhearts.org/treasures/holy_sites/loreto.htm
Teresa took her first religious vows on 24 May 1931. She chose to be named after Thérèse de Lisieux,
the patron saint of missionaries. Another nun in the convent had already chosen that name, Agnes
opted for its Spanish spelling "Teresa".
There were two Roman Catholic saints with the name Theresa; Teresa of Ávila(1515-1582), and
Thérèse of Lisieux. It is a common practice to take a saint's name when entering into religious service
vows of priesthood or as a nun, The name may have been derived from the Greek verb θερίζω
(therízō), meaning to "gather together" or"harvest." There were two saints with that name before
Mother Teresa.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta standing on the right, the day she took the vows. 24 May 1931

Photo of Loreto Community in Darjeeling. Sister Teresa is in front row extreme right sitting.
Loreto Entally, Calcutta

Then she was sent to Loreto Entally, Calcutta, one of the six schools run by the Loreto Sisters in that
city. Actually, there were two schools within the Entally compound. One was a boarding school where
the sisters taught in English and where most of the five hundred students came from families able to
pay the school's fees. Sister Teresas primary role was in this school, where she became the Principal.
The second school was St. Mary's High School, which was run by an affiliated order of Bengali
women, the Daughters of Saint Anne. There the students were poorer and the teaching was in
Bengali. The sisters teaching in this school wore saris—white in summer, and blue in winter. Sister
Teresa taught in St. Mary's High School, and also at an elementary school outside the walls of Entally
that served the most needy children and was conducted in humble surroundings with fewer resources.

Deepening Commitment
April 1942 - Sister Theresa made a private vow with the permission of her confessor:
"I made a vow to God, binding under pain of mortal sin, to gigive to God anything that He may ask,
and not to refuse Him anything."

Loreto Entally Convent, where Mother Teresa lived from 1931 to 1948. Situated at 1, Convent Road,
Entally, Kolkota.

St. Mary's School (today), 1, Convent Road, Entally, where Mother Teresa served as teacher and
Principal for about 18 years.

She was assigned to the Loreto Entally community in Calcutta and taught at St. Mary's Bengali
Medium School for girls. Among other responsibilities, Teresa took charge of another Loreto school,
St. Teresa's Primary Bengali Medium School on the side.

The crest is the badge worn by all students in Loreto schools throughout the world.
The crest is surmounted by the title " Mary, Queen of Angels".
The design includes four symbols:
The Cross ~ the emblem of salvation.
The Heart of Jesus ~ symbolises His personal love for us.
The pierced Heart of Mary ~ depicting her courage as a guide for us.
The anchor ~ the symbol of hope encouraging us to trust God.

At the bottom of the crest are the words which bring us comfort on our journey through life. They read:
“Cruci dum spiro fido”
“In the cross, while I breathe, I trust”
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta A light in the darkness A Presentation by Natalia Juzyn for the
Blessed Edmund Rice School for Pastoral Ministry.
1948: She is promoted to principal at the High School.
Moti Jhil Slum
However St. Mary's was located near the slums of Calcutta, known as Moti Jhil. Motijhil, literally
translated, means ‘pearl lake’. In a way it is the correct way to say it because inside the lake of human
sea, these pearl lie without reflecting their glory with pain and suffering covered with mud. Moti Jhil
was overpopulated with poor and starving people, open sewers, and disease. During Sister Teresa's
years at St. Mary's, she was touched by the poverty surrounding the beautiful school. She often went
to the slums on Saturdays to help the poor and suffering people of Moti Jhil. The sump was the sole
source of water for drinking and washing. Sewage flowed into open drains, and rubbish piled up for
days before it was removed. There was no clinic or dispensary. There was no school.
Headmistress Sister had seen them all through her windows of the classroom block and from her
office and home in the Entally Convent. The members of the Sodality at St. Mary’s had worked there.
She had known several of the children who attended the parish school.
On 24th May 1937 , Sister Teresa made her perpetual religious profession of faith, becoming Spouse
of Christ for ever and hereafter was called Mother Mary Teresa. Teresa took her solemn vows
while she was a teacher in Catechism and Geography for nearly twenty years. She was appointed its
Headmistress (Principal) in 1944.
Although Teresa enjoyed teaching at the school, she was increasingly disturbed by the poverty
surrounding her in Calcutta.
The Bengal famine of 1943 brought misery and death to the city, and the August 1946 Direct Action
Day began a period of Muslim-Hindu violence.
|+++++++++++++>

Th
e Bengal famine of 1943

The Bengal famine of 1943 (Bengali: pañcāśēra manvantara) was a major famine in the Bengal
province in British India during World War II. An estimated 2 to 3 million, out of a population of 60.3
million, died of starvation, malaria and other diseases aggravated by malnutrition, population
displacement, unsanitary conditions and lack of health care. When hree million people died, others
resorted to eating grass and human flesh in order to survive.

"Direct Action Day Riots" India-Pakistan Partition Riot in Bengal
"Carrion birds feast on victims of bloody religious riot in India." (Calcutta, 1946)
Hindus and Muslims killed one another with a ferocity that remains shocking even today. The number
of people killed during the "Direct Action Day Riots" -- so named as they erupted after Muslim League
leader Muhammad Ali Jinnah called on Muslims to engage in direct action in support of the creation of
a separate nation, of Pakistan -- will likely never be known. Estimates, meanwhile, range from 5,000
to 20,000 Muslims and Hindus killed (and perhaps more on both sides), and tens of thousands
wounded, many of them critically

Partition displaced fifteen million people and killed more than a million.

MOTHER TERESA: HER PEOPLE & HER WORK
DESMOND DOIG describes the slums as follows:
COLLINS FOUNT PAPERBACK 1976
"Calcutta, was

once known as the City of Palaces ….

In 1947, when India became free and Bengal was divided to create East Pakistan, millions of
refugees streamed into the already over-populated city. They never left. Rather, they have been
joined every year and every day by other refugees from the flood, famine and drought-prone areas
that form the hinterland of Calcutta…..
Calcutta slums are either acres of bamboo and earth-plastered shacks with sagging tiles roofs,
without sanitation and the basic amenities of water and electricity, or they are rebukes of tin and
hessian and any waste that can serve as a roof.
Some can hardly be called hovels, they are so mean. Then there are the open slums: the city
pavements, the traffic islands, the arcades and porticoes where the homeless and the destitute find
shelter of a sort.
Nobody really knows, but there are thought to be close to a million pavement dwellers in Calcutta,
people who are born on the streets, live on the streets and die on the streets….
<==========|

Picture taken in 1946,
when she came to Darjeeling for the first time,
Teresa is standing third from the left at the back row

10 September 1946 “ call within a call .”

One of Mother Teresa's first assignments was to teach, and eventually to serve as principal, in a girls'
high school in Calcutta. Although the school was close to the slums (terribly poor sections), the
students were mainly wealthy. Every year the sisters had an annual retreat back in the Darjeeling
mountains nearly 2000 meters above the sea.

Needless to say, the extreme poverty, pain and death that went around had a profound effect on
Teresa's spiritual dimension. In 1946 Mother Teresa was suspected of Tuberculosis and was required
to go for rest in the Darjeeling Convent. In September 1946 Mother Teresa was sent to the Loreto
Convent in Darjeeling and to attend to the annual retreat. During this train journey, on September 10,
1946, in the so called Toy Train, she had a mystical encounter with Christ. In this encounter, which
Mother later referred to as the 'call within a call', Christ urged her to give up all and follow Him into the
slums to serve Him in the poorest of the poor.
"Come be my light," He commanded, "I cannot go alone - they don't know me, so they don't want
me. Go amongst them, carry me with you into them..."On September 10, 1946 Mother Teresa
experienced what she called a second vocation or "call within a call" during her trip from the plains
(NJP-Siliguri) to Darjeeling.
|++++++++++++++++++++++++>
Dar-jyu-lyang means, the abode of the gods. It runs from New Jalpaiguri to Darjeeling. The whole
railway track is about 78 km long with the elevation level varying from 100 meters to 2000 meters.

Mother Teresa inside a train praying travelling on the Darjeeling train after her establishing the MoC.
These trains were called Toy Trains since it went through very scenic mountains.
<===============|

She recalled:
"I was traveling to Darjeeling by train, when I heard the voice of God,II was sure it was God's
voice. The message was clear. I must leave the convent to help the poor by living with them. This
was a command, something to be done. Something definite. I knew where I had to be.”
And rest, as they say is History... after returning from her trip to Darjeeling, she started the Iconic Missionaries of Charity. Indeed...
The World Gave Darjeeling... Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu
We Gave Back “MOTHER TERESA”

Mother then began receiving a series of interior locutions, in which she was really hearing the voice of
Jesus and intimately conversing with Him, that continued until the middle of the following year. In one
of these visions she had in 1947 Jesus said to her,
"I want Indian nuns, victims of My love, who would be Mary and Martha, who would be so very
united to Me as to radiate My love on souls. I want free nuns covered with My poverty of the
Cross. ... You will dress in simple Indian clothes or rather like My Mother dressed - simple and
poor. ... Your sari will become holy because it will be My symbol."
Mother was already a professed Loreto nun and therefore, had to get permission from the Bishop and
her superiors to carry out what Christ demanded of her.

CHAPTER FOUR
MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY
Founding the Missionaries of Charity
Accordingly she sought permission from the Catholic hierarchy to leave the Loernto Sisters
Community and to start her own service.

In 1948, Sister Teresa was granted permission by Pope Pius XII to leave her order of the Sisters of
Loreto and start a new service to serve the poor. She planned to start an entirely new order, which
required additional ecclesiastical sanction. It took almost two years to get these releases and
permissions. After several years marked by letters and visits to obtain special permission from the
archbishop of Calcutta, the mother general of the Loretto nuns, and the Holy Father, Pope Pius XII,
Mother Teresa was finally ready to say farewell to her convent home.

On April 12, 1948, the Vatican finally permitted her to work outside the convent. Mother was to
remain outside cloister for one year after which Archbishop Périer, the Archbishop of Calcutta, would
decide whether she should continue with her work or return to Loreto. She felt an inner urging to leave
the convent life (life of a nun) and work directly with the poor. In 1948 the Vatican gave her
permission to leave the Sisters of Loretto and to start a new work under the guidance of the
Archbishop of Calcutta. Leaving her position as Principal of a school and a convent to stay with all its
security and friends was not easy
"On August 17, 1948, Sister Teresa left behind the beautiful buildings and gardens of St. Mary’s
School, the community of sisters and students who had become her friends, and the comfort of

stability and routine. She took off the religious habit she had worn for twenty years, donned the
white sari of the poorest Indian women, and walked out into the streets of Calcutta She said that
leaving her family to become a missionary was very difficult but leaving the convent was even
more difficult for her because she loved the work she was doing and it was there that she learned
how to serve others. Sister Teresa had no place to stay, no food, and only the equivalent of two
dollars with her. She began wearing the traditional clothing of India. She chose sandals and a
simple, inexpensive white sari trimmed in blue. This clothing was similar to the dress of the
common people of India."
http://blog.franciscanmedia.org/mother-teresas-journey-of-grace

She was now out of the Lorento home. She had no income and had to resort to begging for food and
supplies. There was nothing to look forward to. Prosperity and helping hands did not turn up right
away. Teresa experienced doubt, loneliness and the temptation to return to the comfort of convent life
during these early months.
She wrote in her diary:
"Our Lord wants me to be a free nun covered with the poverty of the cross.
Today I learned a good lesson.
The poverty of the poor must be so hard for them.
While looking for a home I walked and walked till my arms and legs ached. I thought how much
they must ache in body and soul, looking for a home, food and health.
Then the comfort of Loreto came to tempt me.
'You have only to say the word and all that will be yours again,' the Tempter kept on saying ... "Of
free choice, my God, and out of love for you, I desire to remain and do whatever be your Holy will
in my life"

Missionary Sisters in Patna, India, a Catholic Physicians' Guild
Teresa had no medical training which was needed if she were to take care of the sick and the
suffering. Hence her first act was to go to Missionary Sisters Caholic Physicians Guild for a period
three months to get the basic training. This was in East Patna or Patna City, Bihar, India which was
started by Roman Catholics who arrived in this region in 1700s.

Padri Ki Haveli ("Mansion of Padre")

In 1948 mother Teresa stayed in the small room, St. Mary's church, Patna.
https://navrangindia.blogspot.com/2015/09/mother-teresa-got-her-first-training.html
Mother Teresa stayed here in a small room for three months during the year 1948 for training at Holy
Family Hospital. The room is still preserved by the Missionaries of Charity. After her short training
she returned to Calcutta.
When Sister Teresa returned to Calcutta, she was alone and as poor as those she longed to serve.
She once said,
"I found myself alone on the streets of Calcutta, I experienced a strong feeling of loss and
almost of fear that was difficult to overcome."
http://www.indiawest.com/news/india/from-sister-to-saint-the-journey-of-mother-teresa/article_f476feb
a-6fa1-11e6-afa1-e32dab01fd5b.html
Her first venture in Calcutta was to gather unschooled children from the slums and start to teach them.
Around 2,000 families live along crowded narrow lanes. She had no financial support to start with.
There was neither a building nor even a room. She had no blackboard or for the slates for the kids. On
her second morning in Motijhil she found five little children waiting for her. The only open spot was
under a Guava tree near the sump. ‘I took a stick and used it as a marker on the ground where the
children sat. We began right on the ground,’ she had said.

Mother mobilised the slum people to build a mud hut as school and createdd a school within a month.
It was called "Nirmala Motijheel School"
Writing on the sand duriting initiation period of a child's learning is a tradition in India. In fact
Pre--school education is done using the sand spread on the ground. Each day more and more
children began to gather around for her lessons. It is during this time that she began to be called
"Mother Teresa." "Thresyamma" or "Ma Teresa" adding an amma at the end of beginning
She quickly attracted both financial support and volunteers. Initially, she started a school but soon
started taking care of the destitute, and was, in 1949, joined by a group of young women, which later
became the Missionaries of Charity. (Vatican approval was accorded in October 1950

The school as it developed into many rooms

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFUkJf3MpZU
https://www.osv.com/Article/TabId/493/ArtMID/13569/ArticleID/19839/Mother-Teresa.aspx
https://books.google.com/.../Mother_Teresa_her_people_and_her_
www.slowlivinggreece.com/2011/01/mother-teresa-part-5/
She also began teaching children how to care for themselves. Teresa began her new career in the
Motijhil slums on Dec. 20, 1948. Trusting in Divine Providence and Our Lady’s intercession, she
“opened” an outdoor school for five students. With a stick, she wrote the Bengali alphabet on the
ground. She prayed and taught nursery rhymes.
By December 28, the number of students increased to 21, and to 56 by Jan. 4, 1949.
By then, three volunteer teachers had joined Teresa. The children, most very young, were taught
needlework, hygiene, Bengali and, especially, love. Although operations did not move indoors until
January 14, already by December 27, Teresa had rented a small hut for five rupees per month. A
priest contributed a hundred rupees.
She was living with the Little Sisters of the Poor at St. Joseph’s Home, about an hour’s walk from
where she worked. Besides she had only one room. That would be a problem if others chose to join
her in her apostolate.
So two of her friends Father Céleste and Father Julien Henry searched for a dwelling place for her.
Michael Gomes, a devout Indian Catholic joyfully made available their third floor of his large
three-story house "Gomess Retreat" at 24 Creek Lane. Teresa relocated on Feb. 28, 1949.
But this brought in isolation and loneliness and she found herself weeping When residing with the
Little Sisters, she ate, conversed and prayed with them. Suddenly, she was essentially alone.
Fortunately, her loneliness was short lived, ended by the arrival of widow Charu Ma, a cook Teresa
had befriended in her teaching career.
She was joined within a few days by Subhashini Das, her student at St Mary’s school in east Kolkata,
where she taught geography. Subhashini, later took vows and joined the MoC as Sister Agnes, MoC's
first postulant. She was followed by another student Magdalena Gomes, who also joined MoC as
Sister Gertrude(Gertrude was actualy born in the Gomass house in 14 Creek Lane). Agnes Vincent
who was a her tenth grade student visited the Motijhil slums during one of her field trips joined her.
Agnes took the name "Sister Florence".
Teresa’s “congregation” grew rapidly. Within months,
through heartfelt prayer, there were 13“sisters.” Since they were just aspirants, they did not officially
constitute a religious congregation. Nevertheless, their schedule was packed with work, study and
prayer. Clothes were washed daily because of infectious diseases. Morning work usually involved
teaching. Staffing dispensaries occurred in the evening
The Third floor of this Gomass Retreat built in 1904 became the place where the Missionaries of
Charity began.

Throughout 1949
and 1950, young women, many of them former students from St. Mary’s joined Mother Teresa. The
upper floor and the terrace of 14 Creek Lane were renovated to accommodate these new nuns On 7
October 1950 with 12 nuns the Missionaries of Charity was formed on the upper floor of 14 creek lane.

Since the cannonisation of Mother as Saint Teresa, the Gomes family had donated their family home
14 Creek Lane the MoC and wants to keep it as a historical place.In the same time she also became a
citizen of India.

Mother's legacy
Her first girl and boy students speak out
https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/ZxtPgxK7hWWPCfMhz6FoDL/Mother8217s-legacy.html
Agnes Maity | Batch of 1948
One of the first girls to enrol in the first school Mother Teresa set up, she dedicated her own
life to leprosy patients

The road that turns left from Loreto Convent School, Entally, winds its way to Agnes Maity’s
home. …..
It is this road that Mother Teresa took in 1948 when she met Maity's mother, Philomena, an 11th
generation Catholic in the innards of Motijheel slum in Kolkata…

Maity was an eight-year-old who lived of food served at the church. Teresa was one of those who
served the tables:
“She used to serve us food and would wear black robes. But that morning, she came wearing a white
sari with blue border and looked beautiful. We knew something had changed, but didn't know what,”
When Teresa started the School under the trees, Maity became one of the first students of Nirmala
Motijheel School. The school started humbly under a tree which had a raised concrete platform under
it which workedd as a blackboard.
Three rooms in the slum were requisitioned for the school before the modest asbestos-roofed,
single-storeyed structure came up.
Maity became the first girl in her family to attend school; her nine younger siblings also got an
education—most of them beginning their student life at the free Nirmala Motijheel School.
After her schooling, Maity went on to work as a nurse at Nirmal Hriday, the home for the elderly
destitute in Kalighat that Mother Teresa established in 1952. “I was earning Rs 60 every month, which
was enough in those days. At Nirmal Hriday, I learnt how to apply injections, dress wounds and feed
people,” Maity says.
Thenshe started working at the leprosy centre established by Mother Teresa at Dhapa, in 1963.
“Mother made me overcome my fears and revulsion. She taught me to love regardless,” says Maity.
Maity refused to marry, having dedicated her life to Mother Teresa. “Mother ensured the marriage of
my siblings, but in my case, I didn't agree. She was working for God and I wanted to work for her.”
|+++++++++>
Frederick Marcus | The ‘first boy’
He came to the Missionaries with a damaged eye. Today he is organizing homes for the
inmates of Boys’ Town

"Mother picked me up from the street when ants were eating into my left eye.” Frederick Marcus

Even Mother Teresa's best efforts and connections in the medical fraternity couldn't save the
damaged eye. But Marcus isn't complaining. What he got from her in return, he admits, is a life saved
from the streets where he was abandoned as a six-month-old, and education.
Man of action: Marcus joined Boys’ Town after studying in the Philippines and Canada.
He was one of the “first boy” and among the first group of 16 inmates to arrive at Boys’Town from the
nuns’ childcare home in Kolkata,
Having studied in the campus school till class X, Marcus moved to
the Calcutta Preparatory College and St Xavier’s College to complete his graduation. He followed this
up with further studies in the Philippines and a course in community development at Coady
International Institute, Canada.
He is now involved in the rehabilitation of orphaned children.
“My first memory of Mother is being hugged by her,” he recalls.

Mother Teresa saved my life': Orphan reveals what home-life with SAINT was REALLY like
MOTHER TERESA is renowned for her saintly saving of orphaned children - and one such
orphan has revealed how saint Mother Teresa saved his life after he was struck down with
polio as a child.
By Francesca Frawley
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Abandoned in an Indian orphanage and unable to walk, Gautam Lewis was dealt a difficult hand
early on. But after Mother Teresa’s care, the young boy quite literally spread his wings, achieving his
dream of being a pilot despite using crutches.
Now - after a career managing the likes of The Libertines, including notorious rocker Pete Doherty Mr Lewis is paying homage to the humble woman who saved his life with a photo series called My
Memories Of Mother Teresa.
He returned to Mother Teresa Shishu Bhavan orphanage, where he was raised, to spread awareness
of her work, 'using his love of photography to tell the story of her life'.
Including harrowing pictures of his past as well as snaps from modern day Calcutta, Mr Lewis hopes
the exhibition will reflect 'the chance she gave him to have a different destiny'.
His exhibition comes after Pope Francis revealed he will make Mother Teresa a saint in September,
nearly twenty years after her death in 1997.
Speaking about his difficult childhood, Mr Lewis explained he was taken to the orphanage by his birth
mother who was unable to cope after he contracted polio aged three.
As a direct result of his polio, he couldn’t use his legs and with walking aids not readily available, he
was forced to crawl to get around.
He said: “At the time I wasn’t walking with crutches, so I used to crawl on the floor. Being on the floor
everyone was always really tall, except of course for Mother Teresa.”
He lived alongside Mother Teresa at the orphanage for five years, from the age of three to seven.

Speaking exclusively to Express.co.uk the polio-survivor revealed how the ‘softly-spoken’ saint would
take time out of her busy schedule to visit the children in the home.
He said: “She always came to say hello to the kids, like a mother checking we were alright and to be
sure everyone was doing their job properly.”
<=============|

Letter from Archbishop Ferdinand approving the new Religious Institute which was founded by Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, the Missionaries of Charity, on October 7, 1950.
On October 7, 1950, Teresa established her own congregation, the Missionaries of Charity, in Kolkata
after receiving permission from the Vatican to do so. Its purpose was to care for “the hungry, the
naked, the homeless, the crippled, the blind, the lepers, all those people who feel unwanted, unloved,
uncared for throughout society, people that have become a burden to the society and are shunned by
everyone."

In 1950 her group, now called the Missionaries of Charity, received official status as a religious
community within the Archdiocese of Calcutta. Members took the traditional vows of poverty, chastity
(purity), and obedience, but they added a fourth vow—to give free service to the most poor.
"She was young-looking and very dynamic. She inspired us. So we joined her, Sister Agnes first, then
Sister Gertrude and Sister Dorothy. We went two or three at a time and formed a group. There were
twelve of us without Mother, exactly like the Apostles. Then one left because she found it was not her
vocation. Four of us carried on studying for our School Finals after joining Mother and she used to
coach us to make sure we passed."
Teresa’s aspirants became postulants; 11 altogether became novices on April 11, 1951, in a beautiful
lengthy ceremony at the diocesan cathedral. Even though already professed, Teresa herself was
received as novice.

The “little Society” of eleven members was officially established on 11 April 1951.

Missionaries care for those who include refugees, former prostitutes, the mentally ill, sick children,
abandoned children, lepers, people with AIDS, the aged, and convalescent. They have schools run by
volunteers to educate street children and run soup kitchens as well as other services according to the
community needs. These services are provided, without charge, to people regardless of their religion
or social status.

On October 7, 1950, Mother Teresa and the small community formed by her former pupils was
labeled as the Diocesan Congregation of the Calcutta Diocese, and thus received the permission
from the Vatican to exist as a Church subject.

The
ir
mission was:
It began as a small community with 11 members in Calcutta (now Kolkata), and today it has over
4,500 Sisters running orphanages, home for those dying of AIDS, charity centres worldwide, and
caring for refugees, the blind, disabled, aged, alcoholics, the poor and homeless and victims of floods,
epidemics and famine in Asia, Africa, Latin America, North America, Europe and Australia. They have
19 homes in Kolkata (Calcutta) alone which include homes for women, orphaned children, and homes
for the dying, and for those dying of AIDS; a school for street children, and a leper colony
Mother Teresa's Three Stripped Sari

http://www.motherteresa.org/08_info/Sari.html

In 1948 a simple nun dressed in a plain white sari with three blue borders ventured into the streets of
Calcutta with a noble mission - to serve Christ in the poorest of the poor. Six decades hence Mother
Teresa's mission continues to be fulfilled by her apostles of peace - the nuns of the Missionaries of
Charity, the Order Mother founded in 1950 - working tirelessly to help the needy and the distressed,
wearing a religious dress exactly similar to the one that Mother began her journey in as a Missionary
of Charity: a simple white sari with three blue borders that has over the years come to be recognised
as a symbol of peace and charity the world over. Interestingly, this sari of the Missionaries of Charity
has a unique history behind it.
On the evening of 16 August 1948, Mother Teresa removed her Loreto Sisters (IBVM) religious habit
(dress) and wore a cheap new habit of her future ‘Missionary of Charity’ Order. Her new dress
consisted of a simple, cotton, white sari with one blue stripe (blue is the color of Virgin Mary) along
with white habits to be worn under the sari.

Novices wear white saris without the blue stripe.
They also receive the blue striped sari when they profess.
A Sister’s possessions include:
three saris (one to wear, one to wash, one to mend),
a pair of sandals,
flour sack underclothes (used to be),
a crucifix
and rosary.
They also have a plate and metal spoon,
a canvas bag,
and prayer book.
In cold countries, possessions also include a cardigan.
They never wear anything but sandals on their feet.
http://www.motherteresa.org/08_info/Sari.html gives the following story of direct use of the three stripe
sari on August 8, 1948 itself.
On August 8, 1948, Father van Exem, Mother Teresa's spiritual director, broke the news to her and on
that very evening, accompanied by Maggie, a junior teacher at St. Mary’s, Mother bought a pair of
white saris with three blue stripes on each, for herself. In the evening of the following day, she came to
the sacristy of the Convent Chapel and asked Father van Exem to bless the dress she would wear
from then on.
In the evening of 17 August, 1948, Mother wore one of the saris for the first time and moved out of the
Loreto Convent at Entally. Her pupils at St. Mary’s were curious to see her but it was already quite
dark and their attempts proved to be unsuccessful. Mother Teresa, now a nun of the world, had
started on her way.

However, when her pupils finally saw Mother in her sari after she had
returned from her medical training in Patna, their initial reaction was that of shock. Magdalena Polton,
who later became Sr. Gertrude, the second nun to join the Missionaries of Charity, recollects her first
meeting with Mother in her new religious dress, “It was the 26th of April, 1949, the day I had myself
come to join Mother. When I arrived, Mother was not at home. She came after midday and it was then
that for the very first time in my life I saw her in her white sari with three blue borders. And what a

shock it was for me - Mother Teresa, a Loreto nun, my Headmistress was now dressed like a poor
Bengali woman in a simple white cotton sari with three blue borders!"

In the early days the saris used to be bought from Harrison Road near Howrah. In fact, the first two
saris of Mother that Father van Exem blessed were also bought from there. Sr. Gertrude, who
accompanied Mother to purchase 11 pairs of three-striped handloom saris from Harrison Road before
the day Mother was to make her Final Profession and the first group of 10 sisters their First Profession,
remembers the rows of shops lining the pavements on both sides selling these saris. "The saris that
used to be sold there usually had borders of red, green and blue," she recollects, "Mother selected the
blue border, for we associate the colour blue with Mother Mary. It stands for purity. Also in those days
women who swept the streets used to wear a similar kind of a sari.

So Mother adopted a religious dress that was both symbolic and practical it not only helped to identify ourselves with the poor but was also suitable to Calcutta's searing climate.
The saris, I think, cost about Rs. 2.50 each and we used to buy a pair for each one of us." Five [three]
nuns are still living from the first batch of Sisters who made their profession in 1953 – [Sr. Gertrude
died on 6.12.2015, Sr. Dorothy died on 21.12.2014 ] , Sr. Clare, Sr. Leatitia and Sr. Francisca – and
they still wear the same three-striped saris with which they began their religious life.
|+++++++++++++++>
https://cmpaul.wordpress.com/2010/07/29/mother-teresa-from-one-stripe-sari-to-3-stripes/
gives a different story how the three stripe saree came to be adopted only after 10 years.

For over ten years Mother Teresa and her Missionaries of
Charity Sisters used the single border sari until few pious parents of some Bengali MC Sister
protested at the lack of decorum of their daughter’s religious habit. In those days, the single blue
border white sari was worn by poor sweeper women working for Calcutta corporation.
"It was at this time that the American born Salesian Bishop Louis Morrow (1939-1969) of
neighbouring Krishnagar diocese founded the Sisters of Mary Immaculate (SMI) on 12
December 1948. It was Bishop Morrow who developed three striped blue border white cotton
sari for his Sisters, after more than two years of study, consultation and trials. The SMI Sisters
had their first solemn clothing ceremony in April 1952 when they wore their current sari with
three blue stripes for the first time.
It was in May 1960 that Mother Teresa approached Bishop Morrow, to seek his permission to
adopt the SMI sari design for the MCs. “More the merrier,” the delighted Bishop was reported to
have told Mother Teresa encouraging her to use the SMI style sari. Since then the MC Sisters
use the SMI design sari but wear it in the rural Bengali women’s style. Today the MC Sisters
sari is produced at the MC run leper colony in Titagarh, outside Kolkata."
<======|
Gradually, as the Society grew, it became very difficult to get these saris in large numbers. So in 1958
when the Missionaries of Charity began the Gandhiji Prem Niwas at Titagarh for leprosy patients and
found that many of them were out of work, they bought them looms and asked them to weave saris for
the nuns. The leprosy bacillus does not survive outside human flesh, thereby eliminating any danger
of the disease spreading. Since then the saris are being woven at Titagarh and sent to Sisters the
world over. The inmates there work with human dignity under medical supervision and the
Missionaries of Charity pay them for this work besides providing them with food, clothing and medical
care.

Interpretation of the habit
The religious dress of the Missionaries of Charity bears special significance.
The colors of their sari - white - stands for truth and purity.

The three blue borders each signify the three vows that the nuns of the Order take: the first band
represents Poverty,
the second Obedience
and the third broad band represents the vows of Chastity and of Wholehearted free service to the
poorest of the poor.
The Cross worn on the left shoulder symbolizes that for the Missionaries of Charity Jesus on the
Cross is the key to the heart.
http://www.motherteresa.org/08_info/Sari.html
-http://www.slowlivinggreece.com/2011/01/mother-teresa-part-1-5

Novices wear white saris without the three blue stripes. When they are ready to take vows after four
years of formation, they receive the blue-striped sari of the Congregation. Each sister possesses only
three saris.
The cross sewn onto the left shoulder of the habit is symbolic of the fact that for the Missionaries of
Charity, Christ on the Cross is the key to the heart.
Mother Teresa's inspiration to adopt the white sari with three blue borders as the religious dress of the
Missionaries of Charity and wear it in the true Bengali style was thus inspired by Jesus' Words. It was
a choice led by God.
Stuti Das,
Mother Teresa Center

CHAPTER FIVE
KALIGHAT HOUSE
The Temple of Maha Kaali (the Great Mother Goddess) in Kalighat
Kalighat Kali Temple

Kaali Devi - Rudra Ma of Calcutta
The Angry Mother Godess of Calcutta - protector of her children.

Kalighat Kali Temple is a Hindu temple in West Bengal, India dedicated to the Hindu goddess Kali. It
is one of the 51 Shakti Peethas. The present idol of touchstone was created by two saints - Atmaram
Brahmachari and Brahmananda Giri. Presently, the three huge eyes, long protruding tongue made of
gold and four hands, which all are made of gold too. Two of these hands holding a scimitar and a
severed head of the asura king 'Shumbha'. The scimitar signifies Divine Knowledge and the asura (or,
human) head signifies human Ego which must be slain by Divine Knowledge in order to attain Moksha.
The other two hands are in the abhaya and varada mudras or blessings, which means her initiated
devotees (or anyone worshiping her with a true heart) will be saved as she will guide them here and
hereafter.

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/india/kolkata/attractions/nirmal-hriday/a/poi-sig/410840/356356
Mother (St) Teresa’s world famous (if surprisingly small) home for the dying was originally based out
of this Kalighat pilgrim hostel. Its roof corners are pimpled with neo-Mughal mini domes
<========|
‘Mother Teresa chose Kalighat not, as some of her early critics claimed, to convert people to
Christianity at the very vortex of Hinduism, but because she knew that most of the city’s destitutes go

to Kalighat to die. It is the wish of all devout Hindus to die and be cremated in this sacred spot with
their ashes thrown into the sacred river Ganges. The place granted to St. Teresa by the government
officials was a pilgrim’s rest house, near the great temple of Kalighat, which was then occupied by
thugs and loafers who used it as a place for gambling and drinking.
St. Mother Teresa opened this free hospice in 1952, next to the famous Kalighat Kali Temple in
Kalighat Calcutta. With the help of Indian officials, she changed an abandoned building which
previously served as a temple for the Hindu goddess Kali into the “Kalighat home for the dying”, a free
hospice for the poor. Later on she changed the name to “Kalighat the Home of the Pure Heart (Nirmal
Hriday)”.
"This place was created to take care of the sick with nobody to look after them.
This place ensures that these destitudes die knowing that they were cared for.
It is open to anybody who needs help.
A lot of its inmates are terminally ill, afflicted by diseases like AIDS and Tubercolosis. Despite the
pain, hope is in abundance at Nirmal Hriday. This place gives you a new perspective on pain and
harsh reality. It shows how bad can never exist without good. It is, they say, a home for the unwanted.
I'll say, this is where God has taken the 'not-so-priviledged' under his wing."
https://www.trodly.com/india/destination-5626/nirmal-hriday-kolkata
1952

This is where God has taken the 'not-so-priviledged' under his wing.
People who were brought to the home received medical attention from the Missionaries of Charity and
were given the opportunity to die with dignity, according to the rituals of their faith; Muslims were read
the Quran, Hindus received water from the Ganges, and Catholics received the Last Rites. "A
beautiful death," she said, "is for people who lived like animals to die like angels—loved and wanted.

Kinder Garden School for the children in the Shishu Bhavan
|++++++++++++++++++>
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Mother-Teresa-and-Nirmal-Hriday:-the-miracle-of-joy-in-the-house-of
-the-dying--19276.html
http://www.cttbusa.org/talks/29.asp
The idea of a place for the dying, so close to a venerated Hindu shrine, upset the temple priests.
Furthermore, the Brahmin priests were shocked that the precincts of the Kali temple had been handed
over to a Christian missionary. They petitioned the municipal authorities several times to discontinue
the arrangement.
But soon rumors begin to spread about Mother Teresa. She was a strange foreigner and a Christian.
She was using a Hindu temple to convert people to Christianity. Then people began to protest to the
Calcutta city hall. Other people went to the police. They demanded that Mother Teresa be evicted.
The police commissioner promised to throw her out. He went to Mother Teresa’s hospice to
investigate. When the police commissioner first saw Mother Teresa, she was caring for a poor sick
man. This man had severe wounds. Worms were crawling out of his wounds. The smell was
unbearable, but Mother Teresa was patiently applying medicine to the man’s wounds.
Mother Teresa treated the officer with respect she offered to show him around the hospice. But the
police commissioner decided to investigate by himself.
As he was leaving the hospice, he met many people who were hostile to Mother Teresa.“Well”, these
people said, “When are you going to throw her out?” The police commissioner replied:

“I gave you my word that I would throw this woman out of here. I intend to keep my
promise to throw her out. However, I have just one condition, before I will throw her out.
This woman is taking care of sick people, if you can get your mother and sisters to take
over her work, then I will throw her out.”
Then one day, a strange incident occurred that brought opposition to an end. A young temple priest,
not quite thirty, began to vomit blood. He was diagnosed to be in an advanced stage of tuberculosis,
and no hospital was prepared to admit such a hopeless case as it would mean depriving a curable
patient of a bed. Sick in body and heart, the priest was finally brought to Nirmal Hriday.
Mother Teresa gave him a special corner to himself, where she nursed him. He was angry and felt
humiliated, but with each passing day, he slowly began to accept his situation. By the time he died,
rage had given way to tranquillity.
Meanwhile, the temple priests, who had been unable, or unwilling, to help their brother, observed the
care that he received. Nor did they fail to notice that when he died, far from being given a Christian
burial. Mother Teresa sent his body to be cremated by Hindu rites.
There is also another priest story reported:
https://thefivebeasts.wordpress.com/2016/09/06/st-teresa-of-calcutta-and-the-priest-of-kali/
St. Teresa of Calcutta and the Priest of Kali
The head priest of the temple resented the Christian nuns and stirred up the anger of the locals to the
point that they would throw rocks. But the numbers of the sick kept growing so the Kali priest
complained to authorities. ….
The Kali priest continued stirring up opposition, trying to convince the police to get rid of her and her
sisters. Then there was an outbreak of leprosy and in a panic people fled the area (the priest said it
was cholera, but one of her biographers said it was leprosy). Teresa had found out that the Kali priest
was still in the temple and had contracted the disease. She went in and found him suffering alone and
treated him as she did the others, keeping him clean and fed. Some days later he was waking out of a
deep sleep after his fever broke. He had a look of astonishment and exclaimed to Mother Teresa “I
have seen Kali! I have seen Kali! He kept repeating it until he finally declared, “it’s you, you are Kali!”
<========|
1957 Leperosy Home - The City of Peace - Shanti Nagar
In India's slums, huge numbers of people were infected with leprosy, a disease that can lead to major
disfiguration. At the time, lepers (people infected with leprosy) were ostracized, often abandoned by
their families. Because of the widespread fear of lepers, Mother Teresa struggled to find a way to help
these neglected people.
She eventually created a Leprosy Fund and a Leprosy Day to help educate the public about the
disease and established a number of mobile leper clinics (the first opened in September 1957) to
provide lepers with medicine and bandages near their homes. A mobile van went around providing the
needed clinical help around the town. Eventually, India Government provided 34 acres of land for
the help of the lepers of the state. It became a leper colony called Shanti Nagar ("The Place of
Peace") where lepers could live and work.
India went on to develop world’s first vaccine exclusively for leprosy. Though the bacteria that
causes leprosy -- Mycobacterium leprae -- was discovered 100 years ago, it is only recently that
Indian scientists at the Cancer Research Institute (CRI) in Bombay and at the National Institute of

Immunology (NII) in New Delhi -- working independently -- have come up with two candidate vaccines
against the disease. They claim the vaccines not only offer protection to healthy people against the
disease, but also improve the condition of some leprosy patients. LEPROSY afflicts about 12 million
people worldwide, of which about a third are in India. When Mother Teresa was operating, Kolkata
(then Calcutta) alone had about 30,000 lepers, which is almost half of what entire country now has.

Shantinagar is a home for the leper that is 4 hours away from the great Calcutta.
http://iamhumanity.blogspot.com/2010/08/shantinagar-family-for-leper.html
Once the Mother calculated: "We have collected 54,000 people from the streets of Calcutta, at least
23,000 have died in this Home in Kalighat. When people die in peace, in the love of God, it is a
wonderful fact. We see our poor reunited with their families, it is really beautiful. The joy of the poor is
so clean and transparent. The poorest know what true joy is”.
This concept was central to Mother Teresa through out her life and meditation.
I Thirst for You
(A meditation attributed to Mother Teresa, read by Fr John Riccardo on “Christ is the Answer”)
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock . . .” (Rev. 3:20)
It is true. I sta.nd at the door of your heart, day and night. Even when you are not listening,
even when you doubt it could be Me, I am there. I await even the smallest sign of your
response, even the least whispered invitation that will allow Me to enter.
And I want you to know that whenever you invite Me, I do come — always, without fail. Silent
and unseen I come, but with inﬁnite power and love, and bringing the many gifts of My Spirit. I
come with My mercy, with My desire to forgive and heal you, and with a love for you beyond
your comprehension - a love every bit as great as the love I have received from the Father ("As
much as the Father has loved me, I have loved you..” [Jn. 15:10]). I come - longing to console
you and give you strength, to lift you up and bind all your wounds. I bring you My light, to dispel
your darkness and all your doubts. I come with My power, that I might carry you and all of your
burdens; with My grace, to touch your heart and transform your life: and My peace I give to still
your soul.
I know you through and through - I know everything about you. The very hairs of your head I
have numbered. Nothing in your life is unimportant to Me. I have followed you through the
years, and l have always loved you - even in your wanderings. I know every one of your
problems. I know your needs and your worries. And yes, I know all your sins. But I tell you
again that I love you - not for what you have or haven't done - I love you for you, for the beauty

and dignity My Father gave you by creating you in His own image. It is a dignity you have oﬁen
forgotten, a beauty you have tamished by sin. But I love you as you are, and I have shed My
Blood to win you back. If you only ask Me with faith, My grace will touch all that needs changing
in your life; and I will give you the strength to ﬂee yourself from sin and all its destructive power.
I know what is in your heart - I know your loneliness and all your hurts - the rejections, the
judgments, the humiliations. I carried it all before you. And I carried it all for you, so you might
share My strength and victory. I know especially your need for love - how you are thirsting to be
loved and cherished. But how often have you thirsted in vain, by seeking that love selﬁshly,
striving to ﬁll the emptiness inside you with passing pleasure - with the even greater emptiness
of sin. Do you thirst for love? “Come to Me all you who thirst. . .” (Jn. 7:37). I will satisfy you and
ﬁll you. Do you thirst to be cherished? I cherish you more than you can imagine - to the point of
dying on a cross for you. I thirst foryou. Yes, that is the only way to even begin to describe My
love for you: I THIRST FOR YOU. I thirst to love you and to be loved by you - that is how
precious you are to Me. I THIRST FOR YOU. Come to Me, and I will ﬁll your heart and heal
your wounds. I will make you a new creation, and give you peace, even in all your trials. I
THIRST FOR YOU. You must never doubt My mercy, My acceptance of you, My desire to
forgive, My longing to bless you and live My life in you. I THIRST FOR YOU. If you feel
unimportant in the eyes of the world, that matters not at all. For Me, there is no one any more
important in the entire world than you. I THIRST FOR YOU. Open to me, come to Me, thirst for
Me, give Me your life - and I will prove to you how important you are to My Heart.
Don't you realize that My Father already has a perfect plan to transform your life, beginning
from this moment? Trust in Me. Ask Me every day to enter and take charge of your life - and I
will. I promise you before My Father in heaven that I will work miracles in your life. Why would I
do this? Because I THIRST FOR YOU. All I ask is that you entrust yourself to Me completely. I
will do all the rest. Even now I behold the place My Father has prepared for you in My Kingdom.
Remember that you are a pilgrim in this life, on a journey home. Sin can never satisfy you, or
bring the peace you seek. All that you have sought outside of Me has only leﬂ you more empty,
so do not cling to the things of this life. Above all, do not run from Me when you fall. Come to
Me without delay. When you give Me your sins, you give Me the joy of being your Savior. There
is nothing I cannot forgive and heal: so come now, and unburden your soul.
No matter how far you may wander, no matter how oﬂen you forget Me, no matter how many
crosses you may carry in this life; there is one thing I want you to always remember, one thing
that will never change: I THIRST FOR YOU -just as you are. You don't need to change to
believe in My love, for it will be your belief in My love that will change you. You forget Me, and
yet I am seeking you every moment of the day - standing at the door of your heart, and
knocking. Do you ﬁnd this hard to believe? Then look at the cross, look at My Heart that was
pierced for you. Have you not understood My cross? Then listen again to the words I spoke
there - for they tell you clearly Why I endured all this for you: “I THIRST...” (Jn. l9:28).Yes, I
thirst for you- as the rest of the psalm-verse I was praying says of Me: “I looked for love, and I
found none...” (Ps. 69:20). All your life I have been looking for your love - I have never stopped
seeking to love you and be loved by you. You have tried many other things in your search for
happiness; why not try opening your heart to Me, right now, more than you ever have before.
Whenever you do open the door of your heart, whenever you come close enough, you will hear
Me say to you again and again, not in mere human words but in spirit: “No matter what you
have done, l love you for your own sake. Come to Me with your misery and your sins, with your
troubles and needs, and with all your longing to be loved. I stand at the door of your heart and
knock Open to-Me, for I THIRST FOR YOU. . .”
“Jesus is God, therefore His love, His Thirst, is inﬁnite.
He, the Creator of the universe, asked for the love of His creatures.

He thirsts for our love.
These words: “I thirst” - do they echo in our souls?”
- Moﬂrer Teresa of Calcutta

CHAPTER SIX
MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY GO GLOBAL

ln 1960 Mother received an invitation from the Catholic Relief Services to attend the meeting of the
National Council of Catholic Women held in Las Vegas, Nevada. This was the first time, Mother going
outside of India. This then was the opening of another door into the wide globe. During this trip she
visited several American areas from where she was receiving help. This included Peoria, Chicago,
Washington, New York City etc.

She visited the United Nations and met Dorothy Day the women's right activist and a Catholic convert.
She also visited London, Frankfurt, Aachen, Munich, Dachau, Geneva, and Rome.
Mother Teresa's expansion beyond Calcutta.

In 1964, Pope Paul VI visited Bombay to participate in the International Eucharistic Congress.
For
his visit, a custom-built Lincoln Continental limousine was flown out for his use as a gift from the
American people. He rode in it to bless the multitudes of the faithful; it also carried him on his
pilgrimage to Mother Teresa’s Home for the Dying in Bombay. Pope was touched
by the work of
the Missionaries of Charity which he witnessed that, he gave the limousine to Mother Teresa. Nothing
if not practical, Mother Teresa promptly raffled it, and raised about $13,000 which was used to build
the main hospital block in Shantinagar and a home for lepers.

By the end of the decade, the sisters felt the need expand outside the boundaries of the Diocese of
Calcutta, however Canon Law forbid the opening of new houses outside the diocese if the order was
less then ten years old. So eager were the Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity, that the archbishop
gave in, and made an exception to the rule. In 1959, the order opened a house in Delhi, and were
received with great enthusiasm. Even the Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nerhu attended the inaugural
ceremony of the opening of the children's home.
During the meeting Mother asked the PM whether he wanted him to explain her work to him, His
reply was: "No Mother, I know about it. That is why I am here."

Mother Teresa received Padmashree Award (from the President of India) in August 1962 for
distinguished service. This was the beginning of her world wide recognition of her services breaking
the limits of religion and political barriers.
"Clad in a white sari with a blue border, Mother Teresa and the sisters of Missionaries of Charity
became a symbol of hope to many – the aged, the destitute, the unemployed, the diseased, the
terminally ill, and those abandoned by their families" , said the former President of India, Pratibha
Patil.

Padma Shri 1962 (Graceful Lotus)
These award are given for "exceptional and distinguished service", without distinction of race,
occupation, position, or sex. The award criteria include "service in any field including service rendered
by Government servants" including doctors and scientists, but excludes those working with the public
sector undertakings.

It will be impossible to list or even give a summary of what MoC is doing in India.
some pictures (a part) which gives a glimpse of the real work.

The following are

http://www.motherteresacharities.org/#&panel1-1
This type of work is going on in almost every state.

Expansion into other countries

MotherTeresa said:
"By blood, I am Albanian.
By citizenship, an Indian.
By faith, I am a Catholic nun.
As to my calling, I belong to the world.
As to my heart, I belong entirely to the Heart of Jesus."
In 1965, by granting a Decree of Praise, Pope Paul VI granted Mother Teresa's request to expand
her congregation to other countries. The Congregation started to grow rapidly, with new homes
opening all over the globe. The congregation's first house outside India was in Venezuela, and others
followed in Rome and Tanzania, and eventually in many countries in Asia, Africa, and Europe,
including Albania.

1n February I965, after four years of asking. Pope Paul VI declared the Missionaries of Charity lo be a
"Society of pontifical right." This meant that her congregation would now directly answerable to
Vatican rather than to the local Arch Bishop of Calcutta. This also meant that they are no more
limited to Indian boarders and opened the world as field of work.
Cncorote, Venezuela: First Overseas Mission
Within six months of coming under Vatican jurisdiclion, lhe Missionaries of Charity established their
first house outside of India in the Venezuelan diocese of Barquisimeto. Bishop Benitez. wanted her
MoC to assist the " poorest of the poor" in his own backyard: the landless and largely illiterate
descendants of the Africal slaves brought in by the Spanish to work in the copper mines of
Barquisimeto's "Zona Negra" (Black Belt).

In July of 1965, Mother Teresa left for Venezuela with five other sisters to start the new mission
Sister Laura Cecilia led five others to San Felic, Venezuela.
They were given a Catholic rectory as their convent.

The major problem was with the female population of the Zona Negra which practiced polygamy in the
midst of illiteracy and poverty becasue of the large number of children which a father cannot handle.
The Missionaries of Charity began to provide basic vocational training skills such as sewing and
typing. They utilized an abandoned Cocorote hotel that had been donated to the order. The cloth,
sewing machines, and typewriters the Sisters used were supplied by the Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women of Brooklyn, New York.

But there were a shortage of priests and Vatican openned up and allowed the sisters not only to
conduct Christian services but also to administer communion.
1968 the BBC's Malcolm Muggeridge did an interview with her. Muggeridge was entralled by the work
of Mother Teresa that hee interviewed her twice, produced a documentary about her and wrote a
widely read book about her. Above all as one who opennly opposed organised religion all of sudden
converted to Catholicism.
In 1969 he produced a BBC documentary ‘Something Beautiful for God’

and in 1971 a book of the same title. However, few people know that this celebrated journalist had
worked as an English lecturer at Union Christian College in Aluva in Kerala, India during 1924 - 1927
After his initial interview with her, he re-examines his personal faith while championing Mother
Teresa's charitable ministries. He then rediscovered Jesus.
"After his conversion to Christian faith from an atheist, Muggeridge remembered Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, whose selfless work for Indias destitute he first told the world about, who had a dramatic
transforming effect on his life. Seeing the light of God illuminate the nun's wizened face, seeing her
complete trust in God, Muggeridge saw as never before the pathetic condition of his worldly cynicism."
Conversion of a Cynic by Dinesh D'Souza, August 1, 1984, Crisis Magasine
https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tracking-indian-communities/a-passage-to-india/
By 1970 there would be sixty centers in Calcutta and thirty in other parts of India.
In 1971, Mother Teresa received the Pope Paul XXII Award. The
used to help those with leprosy by building a leper colony.

$25,000 reward money was

Throughout the early 1970's, sister foundations of the Missionaries of Charity were formed in England,
the United States, Jordan, Bangladesh, Israel, Mauritius,Yemen, and Peru. It was also during this time
that Brothers of The Missionaries of Charity went to serve the people of Saigon, providing shelter and
food for the homeless. The brothers continued to work in Saigon until 1975 when communists took
over the houses, forcing the brothers to leave the area.
Yemen Arab Republic
1973 Yemen Hodeidah
1976 Sanaa

One fine day in Calcutta Mother Teresa told Father Edward Le Joly, her friend and priest, “Father, we
are going to Yemen. We have been invited by the Prime Minister, who even presented me with a
‘Sword of Honour’!”

Yemeni President Abdullah Saleh shows Pope Paul the Sword.
Father Le Joly exclaimed: “What! A sword for a woman of peace!”\
The Jambiya - the small sword is carried by every nobility in Yemen. Giving a Jambiya is a symbol of
peace between two parties.
Mother Teresa responded favourably to the invitation extended to her by the Prime Minister of the
then Yemen Arab Republic (YAR) by arriving with five nuns from the ‘Missionaries of Charity’ in
Calcutta at the coastal city of Hodeidah overlooking the Red Sea in 1973.
The Sisters started a home for over hundred unwanted children and also cared for adults with
diseases and birth defects. The Sisters used to visit a leper village once a week. Initially the lepers
used to run away in fear, but soon they gained confidence and agreed for treatment. Under the
supervision of Dr Sister Garth Rode, the nuns began taking professional care of the people with
disabilities and those suffering from leprosy in Hodeidah. A ‘Leprosy Centre’ was formally opened at
Hodeidah on August 22, 1973, which was named by Mother Teresa as the ‘City of Light’.
Mother Teresa visited Yemen again in 1978 and 1991. It was when she arrived in 1978 when she was
starting a new home in Sanaa that I came in contact with them. Being a pastor of the American
Embssy basted International Christian Felowship, President of the Indian Association and President
of the Malayalee Association with a strong connection with the only Catholic Priest who was there as
an "electrician" - Father Ethian, I was their first contact in Sanaa. Two of the sisters whom Mother
brought to start the home in Sanaa were both Kerala born Malayalee Sisters, Sister Thomas and
Sister Cherian. As a Professor in Physics in the University of Sanaa and lot of friends within the
Cabinet Ministers of the then Noth Yemeni Government, they came to rely on me for moral support in
an alien Islamic world as well as help in establishing and running the home. As such Mother Teresa
visited our home every time she was in Sanaa and we became very close. The very fact of Mother
visiting our home was a surprise for the sisters. We lived on the third floor in the main road and Mother
readily walked up and rested in our home before going to the home

Once my wife (Mrs. Ponnamma Ninan) invited all the Ambassodors in Yemen to our house to meet
Mother. During the meeting she explained to them how they could help the home simply by letting
them have the extra food after their normal parties to be dropped at the Missionary of Charities Home.
After the talk, that they had a time together over dinner so that they will all know her personally.
Mother Teresa came several times during our time and I was picking her up from the airport and
taking her to our home and after food and rest placed her with the sisters in their home which was in
the process of openning.
I had a large oil on canvas painting of my version of "Praying hand' on my visiting room wall. She had
asked me to make three paintings of my “Praying Hands” so that it can be placed in the three homes Hodeidah, Sana'a and Taiz. They are probably still there at the entrance of these homes.
At another occassion when mother visited us it was my youngest son Ajit’s 10th Birthday. When we
told her about it as she was going back to India in the car, she immediately took her cross which was
on her Saree and gave it to him. Accordding to Sister Thomas, Mother has never done that before
since, the crucifix on her Saree is considered consecrated and is of special significance. This cross is
still with him and is one of our treasured possessions. She had signed our guest book along with the
Ambassodors who were present.

Mother Teresa's entry in our Guest Book
on the day she met the Ambassadors of Yemen from over 13 countries.
When Premu my oldest daughter had passed out of her 12th grade, mother actually wrote a
recommendation letter to the Catholic Medical College in Bangalore for a seat and asked her to join
her and serve her homes for one year. This plan did not work out since the College could not provide
a seat at that time.

Yemeni authorities regarded Mother Teresa as a saint and held her in very high esteem, so much so
that they sent a delegation led by a member of parliament for the ceremony of her beatification. There
is deep sense of gratitude in Yemen for the humanitarian work being carried out by the ‘Sisters of
Charity’ in their centres across the country.

It was Mother's general policy not to be photographed. This is why we don’t really have photographs
of her early MoC period except in public functions where she has no say. As such even though I was
teaching photography as part of the physics curriculum, in the University, I had to refrain from taking
any photographs. Sisters told me that they were not even permitted to look at the mirror. I have
noticed that all the mirrors in the bath room, in their homes were pasted with paper covering it out. I
was told that this is normal in all MoC homes, so that those who have taken their vows should not love
themselves but love others.
Because of the basic distinction of the approach of different Islamic groups, there is certainly a group
which are antagonistic to Christian presence. Most of the people in Yemen however have great
respect for any one who is a Christian and who practices Christian principles. In general, my taking up
of the moderatorship of the Christian Fellowship had produced a significant change in the attitude of
the Yemeni people. Many in high authorities in the government, following the ancient practice of the
Middle East placed me to the rank of a Magi or Prophet. I had several high ranking authorities coming
to me for advise regarding the success of their plans and project reminiscent of the relation between
early Kings and their Prophets in Israel.
There was of course some fanatical muslims who were always opposed to Christian presence.
These were slowly getting stronger every year. I was eventually forced to move out of Yemen back to
South Sudan because of these oppositions. Later South Yemen and North Yemen joined together to
form one Yemen adding the Aden home of MoC to the list. They had the four homes in Yemen: Sanaa,
Taiz, Hodeidah, and Aden. Since Aden was under the british they had churches also there.
Shoot out in Hodeidah
We could feel the rise of opposition in time. The physical violence took place in Hodeidah. One
Filipino and two Indian nuns were shot dead, on July 28, 1998 Sisters Zelia, 37, Aletta, 40, and
Filipino Sister Michael died on the spot. The shootter was caught. His name was Abdullah Nasheri
who stated during his interrogation that he killed the nuns because they were preaching Christianity.
The three slain nuns were all medical nurses working at the clinic. Nasheri had been to Afghanistan
and waged jihad in Bosnia in 1992. Nasheri was convicted in 2000.
Massacre in Aden home of MoC
With the rise of ISIS teror group, situation was getting worse. Three men entered the care giving
home run by the Missionaries of Charity and fired at the gathering of the inmates as they were
preparing breakfast at 8:30 am. Four nuns died in the attack. The care home, its chapel and other

artefacts were destroyed by the terrorists. Sister Sally saw the attackers and managed to save herself
hiding in the Refrigeration room. Sister Ansel M., 57, Sister Margarita, 44, Sister Reginette, 32 and
Sister Judith 41, were part of a six-member team which ran the care home in Aden and are among the
dead. In total they killed 17 people - including Six Ethiopians, an Yemeni cook and an Yemeni
guard and inmate.s

The priest of the care home, Father Tommy a Malayalee from Bangalore, was abducted.Father Tom
Uzhunnalil was finally released after 17 months of captivity in September 12, 2017through Oman
government intervention.

In August 1991 Mother Teresa formally handed-over ther ‘Leprosy Centre’ set up in Taiz to the
Yemeni Ministry of Health.
Mother Teresa wrote: "This year has been heartbreaking We lost five houses in Vietnam and
Cambodia. The buildings don't matter. But to be separated so finally from all the people one came to
know and love is unbelievably painful. I shall never be the same after this, and I know I shall have an
ache in my heart for them until the day I die."
Over time she was invited into almost every Latin American country, starting with Mexico in 1976, El
Salvador in 1977, Argentina and Panama in 1978, Brazil, and Peru in 1979. By the time of her death
the Missionaries had foundations in 65 cities and towns from Santiago, Chile, north to Tijuana—as
well as in areas with large Latino populations in the United States.
In 1979, Mother Teresa was chosen as the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize for her work with the
suffering and dying. She choose to give all of the financial reward to the poor, even cancelling her
celebration banquet. Mother Teresa wished that the $3000 set aside for the banquet would be used
for those who really were in need of a meal. She wrote:
"I want to make it very clear I do not want our Co- Workers to he involved in fund raising. It was
necessary before for us to have Flag Days, Leper Days, Children ‘s Days and all this. We had
to do all this because nobody knew we existed hut now the work has involved so many people
that we just get - even in India where we never used to get anything before -we used to feed
about 20,000 rupees after working hours and hours - those who were in Calcutta they know
how hard they had to work - now without even asking, without any difficulties we get quite a lot
of money and help for the lepers Let us avoid publicity under that fund raising name because it
has become like a target with other organizations and people are beginning to doubt, and so let
us not give them a chance."

The Siege of Beirut
Mother Teresa's Daring Rescue of Children
https://www.upi.com/Archives/1982/08/14/Mother-Teresa-leads-crippled-childen-from-west-Beirut/68
69398145600/
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Mother-Teresa,-the-war-in-Lebanon-and-the-rescue-of-100-orphansand-children-with-disabilities-38470.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1982/08/15/world/hospital-is-visited-by-mother-teresa.html
http://en.abouna.org/en/holylands/mother-teresa-saved-children-during-1982-war-lebanon
https://www.healyourlife.com/a-powerful-lesson-from-mother-teresa
The Siege of Beirut took place in the summer of 1982, as part of the 1982 Lebanon War, which
resulted from the breakdown of the cease-fire effected by the United Nations. The siege ended with
the Palestinian Liberation Organization being forced out of Beirut and Lebanon.

n 1982, Mother Teresa was asked by the Holy Father to travel to Beirut, an area which at this time
was desolate from war and destruction. Mother Teresa felt the need to save the people of this war torn
area, especially the suffering children. When she arrived she carried with her an Easter candle with
the image of the Madonna and Child on it. At 4 PM, during the height of the bombing and shelling,
Mother Teresa lit the candle, at 5 PM everything became quiet. This exemplifies Mother Teresa's
great trust in God, and his love for her and all of creation
At the height of the Siege of Beirut, Teresa rescued 37 children trapped in a front-line hospital by
brokering a temporary cease-fire between the Israeli army and Palestinian guerrillas. Accompanied
by Red Cross workers, she travelled through the war zone to the hospital to evacuate the young
patients. She prayed for at least a temperory cease fire. The wonder is that the cease fire did
happen the next day. Mother Teresa MoC along with Red Cross was able to evacuate the
handicapped children to safety before the war restated. Asia Net reports an additional 100 orphans
were also saved by Mother Teresa.
Here is the New York Times report on it.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta helped evacuate 37 retarded and handicapped children today from a
mental hospital in the Sabra refugee camp.

Her wrinkled face broke into a broad grin as she entered the Dar al-Ajaza al-Islamia Mental Hospital
and began embracing the children, huddled in a group on the floor.

In her blue-fringed white habit, the 72-year-old nun, who won the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize, moved
quietly through the knot of children, ranging in age from 7 to 21, giving a handshake to one of the older
ones.
Most of the children seemed unaware of what was happening. Some began to cry. The nun tried to
comfort them. Then, one by one, International Red Cross workers, hospital employees and Mother
Teresa herself began picking up the children, many of them deformed. A few of the older ones, though
retarded as well, were being taken along to help care for the younger ones. Children Taken to East
Beirut
They were put into four Red Cross vehicles and taken across the green line to the Spring School in
east Beirut, an institution founded by Mother Teresa two years ago.
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Mother-Teresa,-the-war-in-Lebanon-and-the-rescue-of-100-orphansand-children-with-disabilities-38470.html
Beirut (AsiaNews) – The Missionaries of Charity of Mother Teresa have been in Lebanon since 1979.
They now include 13 nuns divided in two "houses" in Beirut and Bécharré (northern Lebanon). Their
presence has sparked a number of vocations in Lebanon itself, where they are very much loved…..
As for the memory of Mother Teresa’s heroic visit to Lebanon during the war, in 1982, it has dimmed
somewhat. However, one of the key witnesses of this extraordinary event, Amal Makarem, a member
of a prominent Druze family, has forgotten nothing. We met her and asked her some questions. Here,
within the limits of what a newspaper article can hold, are the events as they unfolded then.
Israel’s siege of Beirut
Take one - August 1982. As part of what Israel called "Operation Peace for Galilee", launched on 14
June, the Israeli army, under the command of Ariel Sharon, encircled West Beirut. General Sharon
wanted to drive out the PLO. Aerial and ground bombardments continued. The Beirut International
Airport was closed. The toll was heavy: 500 deaths according to some, mostly civilians, and as many
wounded. In the besieged capital, water and food supplies were running out. Many neighbourhoods
were without power.
On 10 August, responding to a call relayed by Agence France Presse (AFP), Mother Teresa arrived
hurriedly in Lebanon by the small port of Jounieh, located in the predominantly Christian part of the
country, which had been spared the war. The call itself has a background. It was launched in
desperation by Amal Makarem, horrified witness of a scene worthy of Dante’s inferno: a hundred
spastic and mentally retarded Muslim children had been abandoned to themselves by the staff of an
orphanage located in the western part of Beirut without food, care, or hygiene. Some were dying.
"All for Jesus"
Take two - 13 August 1982. …. After she landed in Jounieh, Mother Teresa talked to a priest and an
officer, in a place that could be a convent or an office, about what has to happen the next day. "I feel
that the Church must be present at this time,” Mother Teresa tells the two men sitting in front of her.
“Because we are not into politics. This is why we need to be present. "
A saintly logic, of course.

Priest: "That’s a good idea, but you must understand the circumstances Mother . . . Two weeks ago, a
priest was killed. It's chaos out there. The risk is too great. "
Mother Teresa: "But Father, it is not an idea. I believe it is our duty. We must go and take the children
one by one. Risking our lives is in the order of things. All for Jesus. All for Jesus. You see, I've always
seen things in this light. A long time ago, when I picked up the first person (from a street in Calcutta), if
I had not done it that first time, I would not have picked up 42,000 after that. One at a time, I think ... "
Second man - "But do you hear the bombs?"
Mother Teresa - "Yes, I hear them."
Second man - "It is absolutely impossible to cross (east to west) at the moment; we must obtain a
cease-fire! "
Mother Teresa - "Ah, but I asked Our Lady in prayer. I asked for a cease-fire for tomorrow eve of her
feast day" (eve of 15 August, feast of the Assumption)
…...According to witnesses, after listening carefully to Mother Teresa, Philip Habib replied, "Mother, I
am more than happy to have a woman of prayer at my side. I believe in the power of prayer; I believe
that prayer is answered. I am a man of faith. But, you see, you're asking Our Lady to deal with Prime
Minister Begin, and do not you think that the time limit you gave him (to order a cease-fire) is a little
short? You should extend it a little? "
Mother Teresa, very seriously: "Ah! Not at all Mister Habib! I'm sure we'll have a cease-fire tomorrow."
Philip Habib: "If we get a cease-fire, I personally will ensure that arrangements are made for you to go
to West Beirut tomorrow."
The next day, 14 August 1982. Total silence envelopped the city.
The catastrophe"
Take three – … "One day, a volunteer for Oxfam, Derick Cooper, an Englishman, came to tell me,
distraught, to say that in a building near the Sabra Palestinian camp, disabled or orphaned children
are exposed to airstrikes, abandoned by the medical staff. We got there despite the risks. What a
catastrophe. There are more than a hundred children, moaning or dazed. The facility’s kitchen is
locked. In a panic, the staff had fled the bombed building. There were dead and wounded."
"I had not yet recovered from my surprise at dawn of 14 August. My doorbell rang It was 5:00 am. I
opened and there was Mother Teresa and the ICRC director."
The cease-fire negotiated by Philip Habib, but obtained through faith, was actually in place. An unreal
calm enveloped Beirut. All the international press was at the ground floor of the ICRC building.

No time to waste
A coffee, a glass of water, a bit of a sandwich, Mother Teresa refused everything, said Amal Makarem.
There was no time to waste. The ICRC convoy with a bus and a jeep of the Lebanese Red Cross,
drove off towards the Islamic orphanage. One by one, as it has always been done with Mother Teresa,
36 spastic children, totally feeble, were carried out and placed into cars. Some put the figure at 60
children. However, according to an ICRC official, "the nursing staff had abandoned them. The hospice
itself had been hit by shells, and there were deaths. The children were left without care, without food.
Until the arrival of Mother Teresa, no one had really thought of taking charge."
In fact, some mothers and staff had probably come to visit, not without risk to their lives. Through
streets strewn with debris and piles of garbage, the children were taken to Fanar, a working class
Christian suburb of Beirut, where the Missionaries of Charity had set up shop in 1979.
"Everything was magical, miraculous with Mother Teresa,” said Amal Makarem, who witnessed the
two-stage evacuation. She was a true force of nature. It was enough that she crossed from east to
west at night. By contrast, I cannot describe the children she rescued. They were mentally disabled,
but what is terrible is that we also found normal children in the group who, through mimicry, behaved
like feeble-minded children. Mother Teresa took them in her arms, and suddenly, they flourished,
becoming somebody else, like when one gives a little water to a wilted flower. She held them in her
arms and the children bloomed in a split second."

Mother Teresa hugs a child on Aug. 14, 1982, as she visits children in the Islamic Home which was
shelled during the Israeli attacks on West Beirut.
Expansion in Other Parts of the World
When Eastern Europe experienced increased openness in the late 1980s, Teresa expanded her
efforts to Communist countries which had rejected the Missionaries of Charity. She began dozens of
projects, undeterred by criticism of her stands against abortion and divorce: "No matter who says what,
you should accept it with a smile and do your own work."
Dec. 14, 1988
MOSCOW -- Nobel Peace Prize winner Mother Teresa is scheduled to arrive in the Soviet Union
Thursday to help with the Armenian earthquake relief effort, the Tass news agency said
Wednesday.
'She is arriving in the U.S.S.R. by invitation of the Soviet Peace Committee in connection with the
earthquake in Armenia and to sign an agreement, under which nuns from the charity order will
work in the U.S.S.R.,' Tass said.
Tass did not say whether Mother Teresa would go to Armenia.
Mother Teresa, 78, head of the Missionaries for Charity, will be accompanied by five nuns to
'render assistance to victims of the devastating earthquake,' Tass said.

She die visit Armenia after the 1988 earthquake and met with Nikolai Ryzhkov, Chairman of the
Council of Ministers.
Teresa travelled to assist the hungry in Ethiopia, radiation victims at Chernobyl. In 1991 she
returned to Albania for the first time, opening a Missionaries of Charity Brothers home in Tirana.
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AWARDS

Biography of Mother Teresa: Life and Achievements of
Motherhttp://lalitkumar.in/blog/biography-of-mother-teresa-life-and-achievements-of-mother/

Mother Teresa received numerous awards including:
Among the 124 Awards Received:
l 1962 Magsaysay Foundation Award.
1962 Padma Shri

l 1971 Pope John XXIII Peace Prize.
1971 Kennedy International Humanitarian Award.
1971 Prize of the Good Samaritan, Boston
l 1972 Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding
1972 Angel of Charity Award
l 1973 The first Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion.
l 1975 The first Albert Schweitzer International Peace Prize.
l 1978 Honorary Order of the British Empire.

l 1979 The Nobel Peace Prize.

l 1980 The Bharat Ratna. (India’s highest civilian award).

l 1983 Honorary Order of Merit.
1983 Mountbatten and World Humanities Award.
l 1985 Presidential Medal of Freedom, USA
l 1987 Gold Medal of the Soviet Peace Committee
l 1992 Bharat Ki Suputri (Great Daughter of India) title
l 1993 Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Award
l 1994 Albania’s Golden Honour of the Nation
l 1996 Honorary citizenship of USA.
l 1997 Congressional Gold Medal, USA
Honarary Doctorates from the University of :
l San Diego
l Harvard
l Madras
l Viswa-Bharati
l Cambridge
l The Catholic University
Padmashree Award
(from the President of India) August 1962

At that time Indira Gandhi daughter of Nehru was the Prime Minister of India.
The photographer Raghu Rai adds a quote on his photo of Indira and Mother with this:
"If you are humble nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace, because you know what you
are."
Presidential Medal of Freedom by
United States President Ronald Reagan,

In 1985, Mother Teresa received her last major award. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom by United States President Ronald Reagan, who described Mother Teresa as; "a heroine of
our times". Despite the fact that this award was traditionally given to US citizens, President Reagon
explained that; "the goodness in some hearts transcends all national boundaries".

Princes Diana and Mother Teresa eventually meet in the Bronx
New York, NY on June 18, 1997. Princess Diana called it “a fulfillment of a lifelong dream”.
Two famous women in the world died within days of each other and were buried the first part of
September–HRH Princess Diana and Saint Teresa.

When Diana was buried on Sept. 6, in England. Later, when Diana passed away from a terrible car
crash, Mother Teresa sent out a message about her, “She was very concerned for the poor. She
was very anxious to do something for them. That is why she was close to me,” That the last public
message Mother Teresa shared with the world. As her coffin was closed, Diana was clutching a
rosary given to her by Saint Theresa who died six days later.

Books written by Mother Teresa
l My Life for the Poor by Mother Teresa
[Walker & Comapny; ISBN: 0345337808; March, 1996]
l Total Surrender by Mother Teresa
[Walker & Company; ISBN: 0802726763; September, 1993]
l Joy in Loving : A Guide to Daily Living With Mother Teresa
by by Teresa, Mother/ Chaliha, Jaya (Com)/ Le Joly, Edward (Com)
[VIK; ISBN: 0670876682; March, 1997]
l Mother Teresa : In My Own Words by Teresa, Mother/ Gonzalez-Balado, Jose Luis
[LIGU; ISBN: 0892438584; March, 1996]
l Loving Jesus by Teresa, Mother/ Gonzalez-Balado, Jose Luis (Edt)
[Servant Publications; ISBN: 0892836768; April, 1991]
l Seeking the Heart of God : Reflections on Prayer by Teresa, Mother/ Roger, Brother [Harper
Collins; ISBN: 0060682388; February, 1993]
l The Blessings Of Love by Teresa, Mother/ Sabbag, Nancy (Edt)
[SERV; ISBN: 0892839759; May, 1996]
l A Simple Path by Teresa, Mother/ Vardey, Lucinda (Com)
[Ballantine Trade; ISBN: 0345397452; October, 1995]
l No Greater Love by Mother Teresa 1997
l Mother Teresa: In My Own Words by Mother Teresa, José Luis González-Balado 1996
l In the Heart of the World: Thoughts, Stories and Prayers by Mother Teresa 1997
l Where There Is Love, There Is God:
Path to Closer Union with God and Greater Love for Others by Mother Teresa 2010
l The Joy in Loving: A Guide to Daily Living by Mother Teresa, Edward Le Joly (Compiler) Jaya
Chaliha (Compiler) 1997
l A Call to Mercy: Hearts to Love, Hands to Serve by Mother Teresa,
Brian Kolodiejchuk (Introduction) 2016
l Everything Starts from Prayer: Mother Teresa's Meditations on Spiritual Life for People of All
Faiths by Mother Teresa, Larry Dossey (Foreword by) Anthony Stern (Introduction) 1998
l Love: The Words and Inspiration of Mother Teresa by Mother Teresa 2007
l Meditations from a Simple Path by Mother Teresa 1996
l Mother Teresa's reaching out in love: Stories told by Mother Teresa by Mother Teresa, Edward
Le Joly, Jaya Chaliha 1998
l A Gift for God: Prayers and Meditations by Mother Teresa 1978
l Words To Love By by Mother Teresa 1983
l Jesus Is My All in All: Praying with the "saint of Calcutta" by Mother Teresa, Brian Kolodiejchuk
(Introduction) 2008
l Heart of Joy by Mother Teresa, José Luis González-Balado 1987

l Love: A Fruit Always in Season by Mother Teresa, Dorothy S. Hunt (Editor) 1987
l Suffering Into Joy: What Mother Teresa Teaches about True Joy by Mother Teresa 1994
l Seeking the Heart of God: Reflections on Prayer by Mother Teresa, Roger of Taizé 1992
l Jesus, the Word to Be Spoken: Prayers and Meditations for Every Day of the Year by Mother
Teresa 1986
l Thirsting for God: A Yearbook of Meditations by Mother Teresa 1999
l The Love of Christ: Spiritual Counsels by Mother Teresa, Jean Barbier
l Rosary Meditations from Mother Teresa of Calcutta by Mother Teresa, Martin Lucia (Editor)
1984
l Meditations On The Way Of The Cross by Mother Teresa 1986
l Blessings of Love by Mother Teresa 1996
l My Dear Children: Mother Teresa's Last Message by Mother Teresa,
l Hiroshi Katayanagi (Editor) 2002
l In the Silence of the Heart by Mother Teresa 1983
l Best Gift is Love: Meditations by Mother Teresa 1993
Most of the above are collections of Mother's private meditations and her letters to the mission. As I
understand she wrote to the mission workplace wherever her active sisters lived every month. As
such there are many other collections and codifications that appeared in book form. Among them are
also quotes from her writings

CHAPTER SEVEN
THE FAMILY MOTHER TERESA FOUNDED

♦ In 1946, Mother Teresa received the "Call within the call"
♦ The Active Sisters - first companion in March 1949.
The “little Society” of twelve members was officially established on 7 October 1950.
♦ The Brothers on 25 March 1963,
♦ The Contemplative Sisters on 25 June 1976,
♦ The Contemplative Brothers on 19 March 1979,
♦ The Fathers on 31 October 1984.
♦ Corpus Christi movement of Priests was founded on 26 June 1981.
♦ Co-workers. The International Association of Co-Workers of Mother Teresa, whose Constitutions
were blessed by His Holiness Pope Paul VI on 29 March 1969.
♦ Volunteers of Missionaries of Charity
♦ Lay Missionaries of Charity: On 16 April 1984 four lay persons made private vows in the presence
of Mother Teresa in the Chapel in Rome. The movement was approved on 25 February 1987 by the
Diocese of Rome
Details are given in http://www.motherteresa.org
The idea is to get everyone interested in this type of service be involved.

THE FIVE WOUNDS OF JESUS
The structure of the MoC today is compared to the five wounds of the Body of Jesus on the Cross.
Thus the services of the MoC is shares the redemption of humanity along with Jesus.
The five wounds are
The two wounds on the two hands - hands represent service
The two wounds on the two feet - feet represents going in search
One wound on the heart - represents ultimate emotional and spiritual thirst.
MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY- FIVE WOUNDS OF JESUS IN ONE BODY JESUS;
The two wounds in the Hands, Sisters & Brothers - Active Serving with active love the Poor.
The two wounds in the Feet, Sisters and Brothers – Contemplative Going in search of souls by
their Word, prayer & penance.
The Wound in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, The Priests – Satiating the Thirst of Jesus by their
Priesthood by completing the work of the Sisters & Brothers of the Poor they serve.
"I want the Active Sisters and Brothers, the Contemplative Sisters and Brothers, and the Fathers to
each one aid the other in satiating Jesus with their own special gift supporting, completing each other
and this precious Grace as one Family, with one Aim and purpose."\
Do not exclude the Co-Workers and Lay MCs from this this is their call as well, help them to know it."
(Mother Teresa of Calcutta)
“I have asked Our Lady to keep the Society hidden in the five wounds of Jesus.” (Mother Teresa of
Calcutta)

In addition the crown of thorn gave many wounds representing the Lay involvement. - co-workers,
volunteers and lay MoC.

CONTEMPLATIVE BRANCH OF SISTERS OF CHARITY
Members of the CONTEMPLATIVE branch of the Sisters of Charity, came into existence on the feast
of the Sacred Heart, 25 June 1976 in New York with Sr. M. Nirmala Joshi, MC as co-foundress. These
are sisters who will support the active sisters through prayer and intercession. In 2007, 4823 sisters
were serving in 757 houses in 134 countries.

|++++++++++++++++++++++++++++>

Sr Nirmala (Kusum) Joshi
Her birth name is Kusum which means "flower". She was born in 1934 in Duranda, not far from
Ranchi, in the State of the Bihar, into a wealthy Hindu family of Joshi, natives of Nepal who belonged
to the Brahmin caste who were Saivites. Her father was an officer in the army. Her mother was
occupied primarily with bringing up 10 children: eight girls and two boys. Kusum was the eldest.
At the age of seven, Kusum was enrolled in a boarding school run by Christian missionaries. It was
there that she heard for the first time the name "of Jesus Christ".
When Kusum was 17 years old she enrolled in the faculty of law at the University of Patna and went to
live in the hostel run by Catholic sisters. It was then that Jesus began to speak to me personally and
from that day I began to ask questions about Jesus, I began to read about him". She was attracted by
Christianity but waited six and a half years of struggle when she took courage to tell her parents about
it. She then moved with Mother Teresa and was baptised on 5 April 1958. She took the name of
Nirmala at the time of Baptism.

Her youngest sister later became an apostolic Carmelite, called Sr Marie Therese later.
She left the college with her law studies unfinished.
her back to finish it.

When Mother Teresa knew about it she sent

Sr Nirmala joined the "contemplative branch" of the Congregation, the contemplatives spend 12
hours a day in adoration of the Eucharist and in addition, at least two hours of service to the poor.
She replaced Mother Teresa as head of the Missionaries of Charity. She was selected to lead the
Roman Catholic charity six months before the death of its founder in 1997 and expanded the
organisation's reach to 134 countries by opening centres in nations such as Afghanistan, Israel and
Thailand. She remained its superior general until stepping down in 2009.
Nirmala was awarded the honor of the Padma Vibhushan India's second-highest civilian award, , in
honour of her service to the nation.

Indian politicians including Prime Minister Narendra Modi and opposition Congress party leader Sonia
Gandhi praised her work for the poor in Kolkata, where the charity is based. "Sister Nirmala's life was
devoted to service, caring for the poor and underprivileged," Modi said, adding that he was "saddened
by her demise. May her soul rest in peace." West Bengal's highest elected official, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, said "Kolkata and the world will miss her." The Vatican newspaper, l'Osservatore
Romano, paid lengthy homage to Nirmala
Sr.Nirmala Joshi : born 23 July 1934; died 23 June 2015.
<====================|

Sr. Gertrude, Magdalen Polton Gomes

Sr. Gertrude, Magdalen Polton Gomes

Sr. Gertrude, Magdalen Polton Gomes, was born to Joseph and Romona Gomes on 8th March 1929
in the House "Gomess Retreat" which was the starting place of the congregarion. According to the
practice she was baptized at St. Francis Xavier Church in Golla, Bangladesh two days later on March
10th. Her parents had two sons and four daughters of which two were called to religious life Magdalen and her youngest sister, Sr. Gerard.

Magdalen studied in Golla, Bangladesh and then came to Calcutta to continue her studies at Loreto
as a boarding student. On January 10, 1946, at the age of 17, she met Mother for the first time at St.
Mary’s School at 14, Convent Road where Mother was Head Mistress.
In the month of May, 1946, while most of the girl boarders went home on holiday, Magdalen remained
with Mother. In this time, they came to know each other. It was Magdalen who with another
companion took Mother to Sealdah Railway Station on 9th September 1946 for her retreat in
Darjeeling.
Mother left Loreto to begin the Missionaries of Charity in August 1948.
Once she returned from her medical course in Patna and settled in the first convent at 14, Creek Lane,
Fr. Van Exem sent a note to Magdalen informing her where Mother was and that she started the work.
In a leap of faith, Magdalen went to Creek Lane to join Mother on April 26, 1949. It was the first time
she saw Mother in blue par sari. Her school mate and friend from St. Mary’s, Subhashini Das ( Sr.
Agnes), was there to receive Magdalen happily and dress her in white sari and pin it with a cross.
The very day Magdalen received her new name Sr. Gertrude and prayed the Act of Consecration to
Mary in the Church of Our Lady of Dolorous in front of the statue of Mother of Mercy.
Sr. Gertrude studied medicine and became a doctor.
Sister was appointed to be the Superior of their first house in Rome. She also opened houses with
Mother in the Middle East and North Africa. Sr. Gertrude was at the death bed when Mother breathed
her last on September 5, 1997.
On December 6, 2015 Sister Gertrude passed away.
https://gomespakabari.wordpress.com/

The Routine of the Active Sisters

“Holy Mass is the prayer of our day or a daily hour of Eucharist
Adoration
Nursing the sick and dying destitute.
Ÿ

Gathering and teaching the poor and little street children;
Adult literacy and English classes are given,
along with classes for such skills as sewing and typing.
Couples are taught the natural family planning method.
The sisters run Day Crèches (Day Care) for small children of single or working parents.
Primary education through class two is offered to children living in the slums to help them get admitted
to regular schools. After school homework and handcrafts classes are given during the year, along
with day camps in the summer, for other materially and socially disadvantaged children.

Giving shelter to the abandoned and homeless;

Throughout the world, Missionary of
Charity homes have been established to meet different needs:
the rehabilitation of leprosy sufferers; the mentally ill; unwed mothers and other women in urgent need;

alcohol or drug addicts; night shelters for homeless men or homeless women and women with
children; children abandoned or relinquished by their families; physically and mentally challenged
children.
Adoption centers are run by the sisters in some countries.
Caring for the unwanted, the unloved and the lonely.
The sisters seek and care for beggars and leprosy patients and their children.
Shut-ins and patients in hospitals and nursing homes are visited by the sisters, who also bring Holy
Communion.

Going out to t he spiritually poorest of the poor to proclaim the Word of God by their
presence and by spiritual works of mercy; families are encouraged to pray together and to practice
their faith more fully;
If possible, they are prepared by the sisters to be consecrated to the Sacred Heart. Inmates in prisons
and persons on the streets are encouraged to grow in their love for God. In poorer parishes, the
sisters teach sacrament preparation classes, Sunday school for children, and adult catechesis. They
have different prayer groups and arrange for Eucharistic Adoration in the church. In some public
schools, they give religious instruction to the Catholic students.
Going to remote villages.
The sisters travel to outlying villages, staying for some time to do the works of generalization,
catechists, and visiting and caring for the poor and the sick;
Conducting relief work.
The Missionaries of Charity operate soup kitchens, have centers for malnourished children and
regularly distribute dry rations and cooked food. Financial Aid is provided for the basic emergency
needs of the poor, e.g. food, rent, medicines, utilities, and school fees. First aid and general
medicines for minor illnesses are dispensed from both permanent and mobile clinics. Special mobile
clinics have been set up to treat leprosy patients.
In times of famine or other disasters, temporary emergency response centers are established to
provide help to the victims.

Missionary of Charity Brothers
The Missionaries of Charity Brothers were founded in 1963 by Mother Teresa of Calcutta. The 25th
of March, Feast of the Annunciation, was chosen as our Foundation Day. Three young boys, as the
first candidates, were present with Mother and a few other Sisters at a brief prayer ceremony to mark
this beginning, in Shishu Bhavan (the children's home).
The Brothers were originally under the guidance of the M.C. Sisters and their spiritual directors.
During this time, Mother Teresa was waiting for someone suitable to take up the leadership of the
Brothers. In December of 1965 Fr. Ian came for a one-month experience. Even as a Jesuit, he had a
special desire to work with the poor. Seeing his attraction to the vocation of the Brothers, Mother
Teresa saw him as the answer to her prayers and asked him to take over their formation and guidance.
After prayer and reflection he agreed and obtained permission from his Jesuit superiors. Taking the
name “Brother Andrew”, he joined the Missionaries of Charity Brothers on February 19th 1966.

The Congregation became an Institute of Diocesan Right on 26th March 1967. From his arrival in
1966 until the Third General Chapter in 1986, Brother Andrew was the General Servant. He formed
and governed the Brothers during those years, helping them to find their own identity as religious
brothers within the M.C. Family. Although our charism comes clearly from Mother Teresa, Brother
Andrew gave us a particular appreciation of our own poverty as instruments in God's hands, and the
wonderful fact that God uses weak and wounded men like ourselves for his own work. Because of his
important role in our history, we consider Brother Andrew as “Co-founder” with Mother Teresa.

Between the General Chapters of 1986 and 1992, our Constitutions were extensively revised with the
involvement of all the Brothers. These were approved by the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life (at the Vatican) – and on 12th June 2003, the Missionaries of Charity Brothers
became an Institute of Pontifical Right.

As of August 2016 there are currently 420 Brothers in 69 communities in 21 countries

MC Brothers are present in 21 countries, divided into 8 Regions: North East India, Central India,
South Central India, South India, the Americas, Africa + Madagascar, Far East/Korea, and Europe.
In 1963, Brother Andrew (formerly Ian Travers-Ballan) founded the Missionary Brothers of Charity in
Australia along with Mother Teresa.

Mother Teresa and Brother Andrew

http://www.mcbr
others.org/
Missionaries of Charity Brothers
At the heart of our charism is the gift of seeing, loving and
serving Jesus in the distressing disguise of the poorest of
the poor. Our conviction of the special and real presence
of Jesus in the poor is revealed in the Gospel :
"…in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me"
(Mt 25:40).
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me,

I was sick and you looked after me,
I was in prison and you came to visit me.
(Gospel of St Matthew 25:35-36)

Ministerial Priesthood
http://www.motherteresa.org/missionaries-of-charity-fathers.html#anchor-u495139
http://www.mcfathers.org/mc-fathers.html
The religious community of the Missionaries of Charity Fathers is a clerical religious institute of
diocesan right which was founded in New York, by Mother Teresa with Fr. Joseph Langford, MC
The Priest Co-Worker movement received the blessing of John Paul II on November 1, l980. The
following year, on June 26, Feast of the Sacred Heart, the Holy See gave its approval of the first
statutes of CCM.
After a year of prayer and reflection, Mother Teresa and the members of CCF,
agreed to seek recognition as a religious institute. Mother Teresa accepted the group as part of her
religious family and on October 13, 1984, gave them the name Missionaries of Charity Fathers.

on 13 October 1984, to combine the beauty of the Missionary of Charity vocation with the grace of the
ministerial priesthood.

The Fathers seek out the materially and spiritually poorest of the poor - the least, the last and the lost,
those most in need of God's mercy - striving to be instruments of God's saving love by their priestly
presence and ministry of word and sacrament. They serve in mission areas, in hospitals, prisons, and
soup kitchens, in shelters of the Sisters and Brothers, in homes, in the slums and on the streets. They
also serve the MC Family through Holy Mass, confession, retreats, seminars, conferences and
spiritual guidance. As priests, they have been entrusted with the mission of studying and making
known the theological and spiritual depth and beauty of Mother Teresa's spirituality, mission and
message. In 2008, 36 Fathers were serving in 8 houses in Mexico, Italy, India, Guatemala, Kenya,
and Tanzani

The Corpus Christi Movement for Priests is an international association for diocesan priests founded
by Mother Teresa and approved by the Holy See. Priests are invited to spiritually share in the charism
and spirit given by God to the universal Church through Mother Teresa. This is to be lived in the
context of their own priestly ministry and vocation.
• the daily celebration of the Eucharist and prayer in Eucharistic Adoration;
• having a special closeness to Our Lady, Mother of the Church and Mother of priests;
• supporting each other as brother priests, one-to-one or in small group meetings for prayer and
fraternity retreats and seminars.
By 1983, as the movement continued to grow, Fr. Joseph asked Mother to found a group of priests to
oversee and direct the expansion of CCM. As a result Corpus Christi Fraternity was approved as a
Pious Union of the Archdiocese of New York, on August 22, 1983 , by Cardinal Cooke.

THE OFFICIAL LOGO OF THE MOTHER TERESA CENTER
http://www.motherteresa.org/the-logo.html

The burning candle at the foot of the Cross represents Mother Teresa - standing with Our Lady called by Jesus to quench His thirst for love and souls by remaining at the foot of the “calvaries” of
today’s world lived in the person of the poor, the sick, the lonely and rejected.
The flame represents the ardent love in Mother Teresa’s “yes” to Jesus and his call, her
wholehearted and joyful response to Jesus’ invitation to radiate His light to all who suffer in the
darkness of loneliness and pain.
The wavy blue border from Mother Teresa’s well-known sari - in motion, as it were - represents the
fruit of Mother Teresa’s “yes”: The Missionaries of Charity. Like their foundress, they are to go in haste
as “carriers of God’s love,” putting love into living action by caring for the poorest of the poor.
The heart, enclosing the flame and linked to the Cross, represents Mother Teresa’s heart united to the
Heart of Christ Crucified and sharing profoundly in His Passion, especially through her life of sacrifice
and her own interior darkness.
The Cross has the most prominent place in the background, as the mystery of God’s love in Christ
Crucified was at the center of Mother Teresa’s life, message, and spirituality.
Yet the Cross, as depicted, is not complete, indicating that each of us is invited to encounter the
mystery of love expressed by Jesus’ words on the Cross: “I thirst”. Every one of us is infinitely loved by
God in Jesus
and once we have experienced this thirsting love, we are called, after the example of
Mother Teresa, to carry His love to others, and so be His light “wherever we go...”

I THIRST

https://www.renewalministries.net/wordpress/tag/mother-teresa/
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta wrote the prayer “I Thirst for You.” We pray it will help you rest in
Him and trust in His undying love of you.
It is true. I stand at the door of your heart, day and night. Even when you are not listening, even
when you doubt it could be Me, I am there. I await even the smallest sign of your response,
even the least whispered invitation that will allow Me to enter. And I want you to know that
whenever you invite Me, I do come—always, without fail. Silent and unseen I come, but with
infinite power and love, and bringing the many gifts of My Spirit. I come with My mercy, with My
desire to forgive and heal you, and with a love for you beyond your comprehension—a love
every bit as great as the love I have received from the Father (“As much as the Father has
loved me, I have loved you . . .)” (Jn 15:10).
I come—longing to console you and give you strength, to lift you up and bind all your wounds. I
bring you My light, to dispel your darkness and all your doubts. I come with My power, that I
might carry you and all your burdens; with My grace, to touch your heart and transform your life;
and My peace I give to still your soul. I know you through and through. I know everything about
you. The very hairs of your head I have numbered. Nothing in your life is unimportant to Me. I
have followed you through the years, and I have always loved you—even in your wanderings. I
know every one of your problems. I know your needs and your worries. And yes, I know all your
sins.
But I tell you again that I love you—not for what you have or haven’t done—I love you for you,
for the beauty and dignity My Father gave you by creating you in His own image. It is a dignity
you have often forgotten, a beauty you have tarnished by sin. But I love you as you are, and I
have shed My Blood to win you back. If you only ask Me with faith, My grace will touch all that
needs changing in your life, and I will give you the strength to free yourself from sin and all its
destructive power. I know what is in your heart—I know your loneliness and all your hurts—the
rejections, the judgments, the humiliations, I carried it all before you. And I carried it all for you,
so you might share My strength and victory. I know especially your need for love—how you are
thirsting to be loved and cherished. But how often have you thirsted in vain, by seeking that

love selfishly, striving to fill the emptiness inside you with passing pleasures—with the even
greater emptiness of sin.
Do you thirst for love? “Come to Me all you who thirst . . .” (Jn 7: 37). I will satisfy you and fill
you. Do you thirst to be cherished? I cherish you more than you can imagine—to the point of
dying on a cross for you. “I THIRST FOR YOU.” I Thirst for You. Yes, that is the only way to
even begin to describe My love for you. I THIRST FOR YOU. I thirst to love you and to be loved
by you—that is how precious you are to Me.
I THIRST FOR YOU. Come to Me, and I will fill your heart and heal your wounds. I will make
you a new creation, and give you peace, even in all your trials I THIRST FOR YOU. You must
never doubt My mercy, My acceptance of you, My desire to forgive, My longing to bless you
and live My life in you. I THIRST FOR YOU.
If you feel unimportant in the eyes of the world, that matters not at all. For Me, there is no one
any more important in the entire world than you. I THIRST FOR YOU. Open to Me, come to Me,
thirst for Me, give me your life—and I will prove to you how important you are to My Heart. Don’t
you realize that My Father already has a perfect plan to transform your life, beginning from this
moment? Trust in Me. Ask Me every day to enter and take charge of your life—and I will. I
promise you before My Father in heaven that I will work miracles in your life. Why would I do
this? Because I THIRST FOR YOU.
All I ask of you is that you entrust yourself to Me completely. I will do all the rest. Even now I
behold the place My Father has prepared for you in My Kingdom. Remember that you are a
pilgrim in this life, on a journey home. Sin can never satisfy you, or bring the peace you seek.
All that you have sought outside of Me has only left you more empty, so do not cling to the
things of this life. Above all, do not run from Me when you fall. Come to Me without delay. When
you give Me your sins, you give Me the joy of being your Savior. There is nothing I cannot
forgive and heal; so come now, and unburden your soul.
No matter how far you may wander, no matter how often you forget Me, no matter how many
crosses you may bear in this life; there is one thing I want you to always remember, one thing
that will never change. I THIRST FOR YOU—just as you are.
You don’t need to change to believe in My love, for it will be your belief in My love that will
change you. You forget Me, and yet I am seeking you every moment of the day—standing at
the door of your heart and knocking. Do you find this hard to believe? Then look at the cross,
look at My Heart that was pierced for you. Have you not understood My cross? Then listen
again to the words I spoke there—for they tell you clearly why I endured all this for you: “I
THIRST . . .” (Jn 19: 28). Yes, I thirst for you—as the rest of the Psalm-verse I was praying says
of Me: “I looked for love, and I found none . . .” (Ps 69: 20).
All your life I have been looking for your love—I have never stopped seeking to love you and be
loved by you. You have tried many other things in your search for happiness; why not try
opening your heart to Me, right now, more than you ever have before. Whenever you do open
the door of your heart, whenever you come close enough, you will hear Me say to you again
and again, not in mere human words but in spirit: “No matter what you have done, I love you for
your own sake. Come to Me with your misery and your sins, with your troubles and needs, and
with all your longing to be loved. I stand at the door of your heart and knock. Open to Me, for I
THIRST FOR YOU . . . .”

CHAPTER EIGHT
DEATH AND BEATIFICATION
In the early 1980s, Mother Teresa's health began to fail. She had her first heart attack in 1983,
followed by a second one in 1989. After her second heart attack in 1989, she was fitted with a
pacemaker, which greatly extended the quality and quantity of her life.

After her second heart attack, Mother Teresa wished to step down as Superior of the Missionaries of
Charity. Despite this, she was relected in 1990 and held the post for seven more years. Her health
continued to worsen and in 1992 she was admitted to the hospital in La Jolla, California for the
treatment of congestive heart failure and pneumonia.

Despite poor health in the mid 1990's, Mother Teresa continued to be active, speaking at the 1994
National Prayer Breakfast and working with Hillarly Clinton to establish a children's home in
Washington DC. She also spoke to nearly 1,300 people in 1995 at Sacred Heart Church in Atlanta.

Duri
ng the mid 1990s, Mother Teresa's health became worse. On March 13, 1997, six months before her
death Mother Teresa stepped down as head of the Missionaries of Charity. She appointed Sister
Nirnala as her successor. Mother Teresa passéd away on September 5, 1997, of a massive heart
attack while in Calcutta, India. She was 87 years old.
1989: Suﬁers second heart attack; doctors implant pacemaker
1990: Wants to relinquish charge of Missionaries of Charity on account of poor health. But she is
re~electecl with only one dissenting vote — her own.
1991: Suffers pneumonia in Mexico, al1d undergoes heart surgery in the United States.
1993: Breaks three ribs in fall in Rome
1993: Another surgery in Calcutta to clear a blocked heart vessel
1996: Fractures her left collar bone and is hospitalized
22August 1996: Suffers heart failure, adlnitted to Calcutta’s Woodlands Nursing Home
16 September 1996: Injures head in fall while getting out of bed; doctors detect spot on brain
16 November I996: Granted honorary American citizenship
22 November 1996. Taken to Woodlands Nursing Home with irregular heartbeat
29 November 1996: Undergoes angioplasty surgery to remove two blockages in coronary arteries
13 March 1997: Sister Ninnala elected to succeed Mother Teresa as leader of Missionaries of Charity
16 May 1997: Arrives in Italy for a two-month tour and is given oxygen at Rome airport because of
weariness
5 September 1997: Mother dies following a heart attack at her religious order‘ s headqualters in
Calcutta

http://www.sahistory.
org.za/dated-event/mother-teresa-buried

Mother Teresa received the first state funeral accorded to a private citizen of India since the
death of Mohandas K. Gandhi in 1948. The three hour state funeral, which was characterised by
multi-lingual and multi-religious rites, was held in Calcutta's Netaji Indoor Stadium. Dignitaries from
more than 50 nations attended the Roman Catholic funeral mass, presided over by Vatican Secretary
of State Angelo Sodano, the personal representative of Pope John Paul II.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1997/09/13/solemn-farewell-to-mother-teresa/8dfa7
442-c726-4bc2-ad2b-9e2b5f75c014/?utm_term=.8c0adff49e1f
Just before 9 a.m. local time, seven soldiers carried Mother Teresa's body on their shoulders from St.
Thomas Church in an open casket, the lower end covered with the saffron, white and green flag of
India. A rosary was placed over Mother Teresa's hands, which were folded on her abdomen. An honor
guard stood at attention on either side of the pallbearers during their slow march.
Soldiers placed the coffin atop a gun carriage, the same one that was used to bear Gandhi in 1948
and Nehru in 1964 to their cremation pyres. Before Mother Teresa's burial at the headquarters of the
order she founded in 1948, soldiers were to fire three volleys from 12 rifles, the same ones that
sounded India's final salutes to Gandhi and Nehru.
September 13 1997
https://www.ucanews.com/story-archive/?post_name=/1997/09/13/mother-teresa-buried-in-the-house
-she-lived-in-for-47-years&post_id=10086
Mother Teresa of Calcutta was buried Sept. 13, eight days after she died, in the house she lived in for
47 years, lighting a beacon of love and hope in her adopted city that was seen the world over.
In Washington, the Senate declared Saturday a day of recognition.
In Moscow, hundreds queued up to write in a book of condolences.

Canonization is the act by which a Christian church declares that a person who has died was a saint,
upon which declaration the person is included in the "canon", or list, of recognized saints. Originally, a
person was recognized as a saint without any formal process. Later, different processes were
developed, such as those used today in the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, Oriental
Orthodox Church and the Anglican Communion.
The Roman Rite's Canon of the Mass contains only the names of martyrs, along with that of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and, since 1962,

Candidates for canonization undergo the following process:
1. "Servant of God" ("Servus Dei"):
The process of canonization commences at the diocesan level. A bishop with jurisdiction, usually
the bishop of the place where the candidate died or is buried, although another ordinary can be given
this authority, gives permission to open an investigation into the virtues of the individual in response
to a petition of members of the faithful, either actually or pro forma.
This investigation usually commences no sooner than five years after the death of the person being
investigated. The Pope, qua Bishop of Rome, may also open a process and has the authority to waive
the waiting period of five years, e. g., as was done for St. Teresa of Calcutta by Pope John Paul II,
An exhaustive search of the candidate's writings, speeches, and sermons is undertaken, a detailed
biography is written, and eyewitness accounts are collected. When sufficient evidence has been
collected.
The local bishop presents the investigation of the candidate, to the Congregation for the Causes of
the Saints of the Roman Curia, where the cause is assigned a postulator, whose office is to collect
further evidence of the life of the Servant of God.
Religious orders that regularly deal with the Congregation often designate their own Postulator
General. At some time, permission is then granted for the body of the Servant of God to be exhumed
and examined. A certification "non cultus" is made that no superstitious or heretical worship, or
improper cult of the Servant of God or his tomb has emerged, and relics are taken and preserved.
2.

"Venerable" ("Venerabilis"; abbreviated "Ven.") or "Heroic in Virtue":

When sufficient evidence has been collected, the Congregation recommends to the Pope that he
proclaim the heroic virtue of the Servant of God; that is, that the Servant of God exercised to a heroic
degree the theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity and the cardinal virtues of prudence, justice,
fortitude, and temperance. From this time the one said to be "heroic in virtue" is entitled "Venerable"
(Latin: "Venerabilis").
3.

"Blessed" ("Beatus" or "Beata"; abbreviated "Bl."):

Beatification is a statement of the Church that it is "worthy of belief" that the Venerable is in Heaven
and saved. Attaining this grade depends on whether the Venerable is a martyr:
For a martyr, the Pope has only to make a declaration of martyrdom, which is a certification that the
Venerable gave his life voluntarily as a witness of the Faith or in an act of heroic charity for others.
For a non-martyr, all of them being denominated "confessors" because they "confessed", i. e., bore
witness to the Faith by how they lived, proof is required of the occurrence of a miracle through the
intercession of the Venerable; that is, that God granted a sign that the person is enjoying the Beatific
Vision by performing a miracle for which the Venerable interceded. Presently, these miracles are
almost always miraculous cures of infirmity, because these are the easiest to judge given the Church's
evidentiary requirements for miracles; e. g., a patient was sick with an illness for which no cure was
known; prayers were directed to the Venerable; the patient was cured; the cure was spontaneous,
instantaneous, complete, and enduring; and physicians cannot discover any natural explanation
therefor.
3. "Saint" ("Sanctus" or "Sancta"; abbreviated "St." or "S."):

To be canonized as a saint, ordinarily at least two miracles must have been performed through the
intercession of the Blessed after his death, but for beati confessors, i. e., beati who were not declared
martyrs, only one miracle is required, ordinarily being additional to that upon which beatification was
premised. Very rarely, a pope may waive the requirement for a second miracle after beatification if
he, the Sacred College of Cardinals, and the Congregation for the Causes of Saints all agree that the
Blessed lived a life of great merit proven by certain actions.
Following Mother Teresa's death, the Holy See began the process of beatification, the second step
towards possible canonization, or sainthood. This process requires the documentation of a miracle
performed from the intercession of Mother Teresa.
In 2002, the Vatican recognized as a miracle the healing of a tumor in the abdomen of an Indian
woman, Monica Besra, following the application of a locket containing Teresa's picture. Monica Besra
said that a beam of light emanated from the picture, curing the cancerous tumor. Mother Teresa was
formally beatified by Pope John Paul II on October 19, 2003 with the title Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.
A second miracle is required for her to proceed to canonization.
Mother Teresa's devotees began pressing the Vatican soon after her death to speed up the nun's
sainthood cause, saying her holiness was clear to many around the world. Pope John Paul II granted
the special dispensation in 1999, and the procedure began.
l The pope waived the waiting period in part, some believe, because of her fame and reputation.
The Two Miracles
Vatican office that oversees sainthood applications, first turns potential miracles over to the Consulta
Medica. This board, established by the Vatican in the mid-1900s, is made up of about 100 renowned
Italian (and Catholic) physicians. Traditionally, a panel of five Consulta Medicadoctors will review the
putative miracle, examining any available CT scans, X-rays, and medical reports. At least three of the
five must agree that the hand of God has prevailed where science faltered.
Following a thumbs-up from the Consulta Medica, a panel of cardinals and priests will then convene to
determine whether the cure came as a result of praying to the saintly candidate. If evidence of healing
prayer exists, the miracle is approved, and the panel issues a declaration saying so.
John Paul II further paved the way for her beatification in 2002, when he approved a miracle
attributed to Mother Teresa after her death.

Http://indianexpress.com/article/research/mother-teresa-canonisation-two-miracles-that-led-the-way-t
o-sainthood/
https://www.cnn.com/2016/08/31/asia/mother-teresa-controversies/index.html
Mother Teresa canonisation: Two miracles that led the way to sainthood

In order to be declared a saint, the congregation needs to agree to the candidate having lived a
virtuous life and having performed at least two miracles through the intercession of God after her
death.
1.

Monica Besra

The approved miracle involved Monica Besra, a 30-year-old
Kolkata woman who said praying to the nun cured a stomach tumor. The Vatican committee said
in October 2002 that it could find no "scientific explanation" for the woman's recovery.
In 1997, Monica Besra a tribal woman in West Bengal was under acute pain due to a tumour that
had been diagnosed in her abdomen. After having visited a number of hospitals and doctors, she
had not been cured. In May 1998 she was admitted to the home run by the Missionaries of Charity
order in the town of Patiram.
The tumour had caused her stomach to swell up by now. Doctors considered her condition to be
fragile and surgery was put off for another three months.
On September 5, 1998, as the Missionaries of Charity order was witnessing the first death
anniversary of Mother Teresa with prayers in the chapel, Monica Besra felt a beam of light
emanating from the photograph of Mother Teresa. In the evening, two sisters of the order tied a
medallion with Mother Teresa's picture around Besra's waist and prayed over her. That night she
slept peacefully after months of painful sleeplessness. When she woke up in the morning, her
tumour was gone.

Monica Besra's case has been countered by several doctors who believe that she was cured due to
medication. . However, medical practitioners have also not been able to explain the healing of the
tumour within a matter of eight hours
The medical committee of the Congregation for the Causes for the Saints, made up of five doctors,
claimed that the case of Monica Besra was most convincing. In an interview to the Telegraph, one of
the medical practitioners in the committee, Professor Raffaele Cortesini said that Besra’s case fulfilled
all criteria to be called a miracle which includes suddenness, completeness and long term stability.
One thing that followed this miracle was that the alley in which Monica Besra live if almost totally
converted to Roman Catholic faith from Hinduism. They have infact constructed a Church in the
name of Mother Teresa.

The recovery of Marcilio Haddad Andrino
In December 2008, a Brazilian man, Marcilio Haddad Andrino recovered from multiple abscesses in
his brain.
https://thewire.in/religion/in-search-of-mother-teresas-miracle-in-brazil

1.

http://www.thenational.scot/world/14870463.
No_miracle__just_God___s_mercy_says_brain_infection_patient_cured_by_Mother_Teresa/
http://www.cbcpnews.com/cbcpnews/?p=83615
Marcilio Haddad Andrino, is a 42-year-old engineer who works with the federal government and
lives with his wife and children in Rio. He holds a PhD in mechanical engineering from the
University of Campinas in São Paulo.
When asked how an award-winning engineer with a doctorate from one of the best universities in
South America turned to Mother Teresa for help, Marcilio says: “I have known about Mother

Teresa from a very young age. I knew about her work with the poor and in the service of others.
After she died, I got even more interested in her life and work. So, when I was in a difficult phase
of my life, my family, the pastor of Our Lady of Aparecida church and the whole congregation
prayed for me. Mother Teresa gave us spiritual comfort and hope.”
In his first and only interview so far, Marcilio tells The Wire that he is absolutely sure that it was the
prayers to Mother Teresa that gave him a new life. “Right now, I am in good health. I live a normal
life. I work and have a healthy social life, have a good time with my family, with the grace of god
and Mother Teresa.”
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-03/questioning-the-miracles-of-saint-teresa/7809818

Indian author and physician Aroup Chatterjee, who briefly worked in one of Mother Teresa's homes,
later investigated the financial and other practices of Teresa's order. In 1994, two British journalists,
Christopher Hitchens and Tariq Ali, produced a critical British Channel 4 documentary, Hell's Angel,
based on Chatterjee's work. The next year, Hitchens published The Missionary Position: Mother
Teresa in Theory and Practice, a book that repeated many of the accusations in the documentary.
Chatterjee published The Final Verdict in 2003, a less polemic work than those of Hitchens and Ali,
but equally critical of Teresa's operations

The late Christopher Hitchens(1949-2011)and Aroop Chaterjee had been called upon by the
Vatican to act as "the Devil's advocate" and to give evidence against her character. This is the
role attributed to Satan in the Heavenly Council. But their criticisms made no difference.
To see what was their stand:
See“Mother Teresa, the final verdict” by Aroup Chatterjee
"The Missionary Position: Mother Teresa in Theory and Practice” by Christopher Hitchens.
https://missionariesofcharity.wordpress.com/2016/01/19/mother-teresa-was-no-saint-to-hindus
/
In 2016, American sociologist, activist, and president of the Catholic League Bill Donohue
wrote a book-length response to criticism of Mother Teresa.

It is certainly true that MoC homes were not hospitals, they were homes for people who were rejected
by the hospitals. They were taken care of not by qualified nurses nor doctors. They were nuns who
were ready to help alleviate the pain and suffering as much as they could with their understanding. By
converting the homes into a hospital with necessary equipments and doctors and nurses, things
would have been probably worked much better.
Those who do not believe in miracles due to faith will always contest any miracle because for the
rationalists and atheists miracles do not happen.
Pope Francis formally announced that Mother Teresa would be declared a saint in March 2016.
"DO IT ANY WAYS" By: MOTHERTERESA
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered;
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; Be kind anyway.
if you are
successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; Succeed anyway.
lf you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous;
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you've got anyway.
You see.
In the final analysis it is between you and God;
it was never between you and them anyway."

On papal orders, 1,500 homeless people were brought to Rome overnight on buses from around Italy
to be given seats of honour at the canonisation of Mother Teresa, revered around the world for her
work with the destitute and dying.

Also at the Vatican was a Naples pizza maker and 20 of his workers, invited to provide lunch for the
homeless men and women. The meal was served by 250 nuns and priests of the Sisters of Charity
order
The relic contain blood of Mother Teresa taken from her body.

Mother Teresa, the Roman Catholic nun who spent much of her life giving aid to India’s poor, was
declared a saint on Sunday in a canonization Mass led by Pope Francis, 19 years after her death.
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj along with 12 others represented India at the canonisation
ceremony of Mother Teresa.
Chief Ministers Arvind Kejriwal of Delhiand Mamata Banerjee of West
Bengal, Food Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Lok Sabha MPs Prof K V Thomas, Jose K
Mani, Anto Anthony and Conrad K Sangma and Deputy Chief Minister of Goa Francis D’Souza were
part of the delegation

A Mother Teresa temple is built by eunuchs to raise orphans
http://www.india.com/buzz/this-mother-teresa-temple-built-by-eunuchs-to-raise-orphans-in-utta
r-pradesh-goes-viral-see-picture-521713/
Updated: August 27, 2015 4:53 PM IST
By Rashmi Mishra

Just like the pure and noble soul of Mother Teresa who never differentiated among her
children on the basis of caste, creed and religion; her followers also walked on the path of love
and peace. Take this particular case of two eunuchs Raju Shamim and Saroj built a Mother
Teresa temple in CB Ganj area of Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh. The two marked Mother Teresa’s
105th birth anniversary on August 26 by placing a statute of the missionary. Also Read:
Remembering Mother Teresa on 105th Birth Anniversary with 11 thought-provoking quotes!

The Mother Teresa temple has been made in order to shelter the orphans, especially girls who
have been abandoned by their parents. Their noble deed has become viral and a talking point
among the people on social media, who are hailing their efforts. The legacy of Mother Teresa
who preached as well as practised in nurturing the unfortunate ones will live on with such acts.
Also Read: Rare childhood picture of Mother Teresa as little girl Anjeze Gonxhe Bojaxhiu!
Raju Shamim has been already been running an NGO called Kanya Suraksha Vikas Samiti
and now this temple has been built to raise the girls. He is also planning to construct a bigger
temple in the near future to accommodate more number of orphans. He made an appeal to the
people nearby of raising girl child. If for whatsoever they could not, they can be left in the
orphan where they will be raised as their own daughters. Just one word to describe your efforts
– Respect!

CHAPTER NINE
DARK NIGHTS OF THE SOUL

The experience of the dark night of the soul in the life of a believer was first brought in to light by John
of the cross. It is an experience every believer goes through in their growth in christ.
2 Cor 3: 17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And
we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into His image with
intensifying glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit."
Heb 11: 1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

So in a believer, there is an ongoing struggle between seeing and believing, and not seeing and
believing which then comes into existence.

The Christian life is a progression from unbelief to complete confidence and taking the boldness of
form and likeness of Christ. God has given man the freedom of choice. From that total
independence a believer is to willingly take every step towards the cross and take the cross and walk
in the manner ofthe call he or she has received. This would mean the assurance of faith at every step
of the way.

This assurance which comes step by step is seen in every believers life. Since God cannot be seen
these steps of anchoring and assuring comes by personal experience of God sometimes in the form
of inexplicable miracles and or defined answers to defined prayers or some spiritual experience.
Faith in everyday experience come through the five senses and through the spiritual sensers of the
soul. In order to anchor the faith, so that the believer go ahead with his actions based on the faith on
the assurance of things not seen may delay any such experience long enough. That is how every
step of the way is taken. In between every step, God expects the believer to respond on the basis of
his previous experience with God and his eternal presence in your life even when it is not visible. Thus
greater the faith greater will be the time elapsed between such direct intervention of God. A
perfected son of God do not need any such assurance. But notice that even Jesus - the very
begotten Son of God, felt left out alone on the cross. That was the cry on the cross: "My God. My God,
Why hast thou foresaken me?"

These steps can be easily traced in Saint Teresa of Calcutta's life
In the first part of her life till the age of 12, she lives as a child with ego-centric yetzer hara stage as
defined by Jewish mysticism. At the age 12 of a girl, the yetzer hatov - the love for mankind as a
whole brake in. This is what happenned at the church of the black madona. But then 12 to 18 years
of age she never wanted to leave her home. But then at the age of 18 she leaves her home- her
mother, sister and brother- once and for all, never to see her family again. That was an act of bold
faith in Jesus. The next bold step came when she had the call within the call and walked out of the
Lorento Abbey and came alone to start the Missionaries of Charity. Throughout 1946 and 1947,
Mother Teresa experienced a profound union with Christ. But soon after she left the convent and
began her work among the destitute and dying on the street, the visions and locutions ceased, and
she experienced a spiritual darkness that would remain with her until her death.

The darkness had descended in 1949, right when she believed she was doing precisely the work God
had created her to do. Her loss of the presence of God coincided with the granting of the long-sought
permission to found the order that became the Missionaries of Charity.
Surely the Vatican’s approval was a sign from God that he loved her and wanted her to succeed. But it
was just at that point that she felt the door slam shut. God disappeared.
This darkness extented on and off for a period of 50 years in her life. She found herself without a
home, without friends alone on the streets. The work seemed impossible.
http://blog.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit/mother-teresa-a-saint-who-conquered-darkness
In letters written during the 1950s and 1960s to Fr. Van Exem, Archbishop Périer, and to later spiritual
directors, Fr. L. T. Picachy, S.J., and Fr. J. Neuner, S.J., she disclosed feelings of doubt, loneliness,
and abandonment. God seemed absent, heaven empty, and bitterest of all, her own suffering seemed
to count for nothing, “ . . . just that terrible pain of loss, of God not wanting me, of God not being God,
of God not really existing.”

“…my own soul remains in deep darkness & desolation. No I don’t complain – let Him do with me
whatever He wants.”
- Letter to Archbishop Périer, February 26th, 1954

“Pray for me – for within me everything is icy cold. – It is only that blind faith that carries me through for
in reality to me all is darkness.”
- Letter to Archbishop Périer, December 15th , 1955
“The more I want Him – the less I am wanted. – I want to love Him as He has not been loved – and yet
there is that separation – that terrible emptiness, that feeling of absence of God…”
- Letter to Archbishop Périer, February

8th, 1956

“… sometimes the agony of desolation is so great and at the same time the longing for the Absent
One so deep, that the only prayer which I can still say is – Sacred Heart of Jesus I trust in Thee – I will
satiate Thy thirst for souls..”
- Letter to Archbishop Périer, March 27th , 1956

“I am told God lives in me,” she wrote in 1957, “and yet the reality of darkness and coldness and
emptiness is so great that nothing touches my soul.”
Mother Teresa attended a retreat and found a new trusted spiritual counselor in Fr. Picachy. She felt
an interior movement to disclose the state of her soul to this priest:

“…If you only knew what I am going through – He is destroying everything in me. – But as I hold no
claim on myself – He is free to do anything. Pray for me that I keep smiling at Him.” – January 26,
1957
She wrote in her diary:
“…The child of your love – and now become as the most hated one – the one You have thrown away
as unwanted – unloved.”
“The loneliness of the heart that wants love is unbearable…”
“What are you doing my God to one so small?”

With Fr. Picachy’s transfer, Mother Teresa was left alone.
But God provided another support, Fr. Joseph Neuner, SJ someone who would help her integrate
her experience of darkness with the work of the apostolate, but more importantly, with her union with
God.
“I can’t express in words – the gratitude I owe you for your kindness to me. – For the first time in 11
years – I have come to love the darkness…”
- April 1961
“No, Father, I am not alone. – I have His darkness – I have His pain – I have the terrible longing for
God – to love and not to be loved. I know I have Jesus – in that unbroken union – for my mind is fixed
on Him and in Him alone, in my will.”
- October 23, 1961
At this point she realized that she has to stand on the solid ground to which she was standing in faith
without seeing tangible miracles.
2 Corinthians 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
God gives us miracles and signs and answers to prayers so tha we may be grounded. Once
grounded He expects us to stand in faith without these visible experiences. According to the
faith it should automatically fall in place.
Much greater faith was required then on. God expect us to take these bold steps founded on our past
experience with God. Can this Jesus be trusted. Yetser HaRa will say, "It is your life, don’t gamble
on it" But yetser HaTov and faith will say: "I have shown you who I am. I have promised to be with

you even unto the end of the ages. Take that big step with courage and see." But we do find it hard
to take these steps and see darkness every where.
http://blog.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit/mother-teresa-a-saint-who-conquered-darkness
"The longing for God is terribly painful and yet the darkness is becoming greater. What contradiction
there is in my soul.
The pain within is so great…Please ask Our Lady to be my Mother in this darkness.
The place of God in my soul is blank—There is no God in me.
In the darkness…Lord, my God, who am I that You should forsake me?...
The one You have thrown away as unwanted—unloved.
I call, I cling, I want—and there is no One to answer—no One on Whom I can cling
—no, No One. I am Alone. The darkness is so dark—and I am alone.
Before I used to get such help & consolation from spiritual direction—from the time the work has
started— nothing."
But after ten years of strugle in October 1958, Archbishop Périer celebrated a requiem Mass in the
Calcutta cathedral on the passing of the Pope Pius. Teresa wrote Périer, "I prayed to Pius for a proof
that God is pleased with the Society. There & then disappeared that long darkness, that pain of
loss—of loneliness—of that strange suffering of ten years. Today my soul is filled with love." Her
confidence returned only to loose when the next big step was to be made.

As you can see we need proof at every step that we are in the right direction. Until them the doubts
arise. This is how God works to harden our grounds on faith.

When Mother Teresa realized it as an inevitable aspect of the call within a call, began to love the
darkness because it was “a part, a very, very small part of darkness and pain that Jesus himself
experience on earth.” She was simply being partaker of this great cross, in the process of redemption.

In 1962, in the second decade of her sense of abandonment, Teresa wrote something that anticipated
her later understanding of her vocation to suffer the Passion of Christ,
“If I ever become a saint—I will surely be one of ‘darkness.’ I will continually be absent from
heaven—to light the light of those in darkness on earth.”
It suggests that Mother Teresa was willing to relinquish the joy of heaven for the sake of those of us
who also lie awake in the night wondering where God has gone.
In a letter to Van der Peet her spiritual guide Mother Teresa says: "Jesus has a very special love for
you," she assured . " As for me, the silence and the emptiness is so great, that I look and do not
see,--Listen and do not hear--the tongue moves, but does not speak ... I want you to pray for me--that
I let Him have free hand."
This was a few months before the glorious award of Peace Prize, in 1979 where she asserts:
Mother Teresa - Acceptance Speech
Transcript of Mother Teresa's Acceptance Speech, held on 10 December 1979 in the Aula of the
University of Oslo, Norway however assures her hearers of God's love. Her faith in Jesus was
clearly declared. ".…. And Jesus Christ loved you and loved me and he gave his life for us, and as if
that was not enough for him, he kept on saying: Love as I have loved you, as I love you now, and how
do we have to love, to love in the giving. For he gave his life for us. And he keeps on giving, and he
keeps on giving right here everywhere in our own lives and in the lives of others.
It was not enough for him to die for us, he wanted that we loved one another, that we see him in each
other, that's why he said: Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.
And to make sure that we understand what he means, he said that at the hour of death we are going
to be judged on what we have been to the poor, to the hungry, naked, the homeless, and he makes
himself that hungry one, that naked one, that homeless one, not only hungry for bread, but hungry for
love, not only naked for a piece of cloth, but naked of that human dignity, not only homeless for a room
to live, but homeless for that being forgotten, been unloved, uncared, being nobody to nobody, having
forgotten what is human love, what is human touch, what is to be loved by somebody, and he says:
Whatever you did to the least of these my brethren, you did it to me."
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=7955
|++++++++++++++++>
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/Story/TabId/2672/ArtMID/13567/ArticleID/17512/Understandi
ng-the-%E2%80%98dark-night-of-the-soul%E2%80%99-.aspx
Understanding the ‘dark night of the soul’ The feeling of spiritual emptiness, or being abandoned by
God, is natural in the process of growing closer to Christ,

Brigham Young thought God’s intention was to make us as independent in our sphere is he is in
His… it may be for this reason that the heavens close from time to time, to give us room for selfdirection. To be an agent unto oneself may very well require that we operate in the valley of
incertitude. … Like the sand in the oyster shell, the torment of uncertainty is at the same time the spur
to our spiritual vitality and growth. (Givens, Crucible of Doubt).
It is also possible that God’s answers are sometimes too indirect, too oblique, for us to recognize
because we are looking for something more palpable.
Sometimes the problem may be that our expectations are too paltry, not too grandiose. We so strain
to hear the voice in the whirlwind that we fail to see light breaking in the east. We are waiting for the
message even as our world has been miraculously reconstituted around us. (Givens, Crucible of
Doubt)
Mother Teresa came to believe the darkness helped her identify not only with the abandonment that
Jesus Christ felt during the crucifixion, but also with the abandonment that the poor faced daily. In this
way she hoped to enter, in her words, the “dark holes” of the lives of the people with whom she
worked.
As she reflected back, she said, ‘My testimony had become like a pile of ashes. It had all burned
down. All that remained was Jesus Christ’”
Emily Stimpson Chapman OSV Newsweekly says that:
There are three stages in the development of a saint:
The first is the purgative way, where we purge out the evil, break habits of vice, acquire habits of
virtue and learn to live a Christian life.
The second is the illuminative way, where we grow in virtue, charity and the life of prayer
The third is the unitive way, where our wills and hearts move in perfect harmony with God's.
There is no darknes in the beginning of Christian walk.

It is a bright light and an open door.

Near the end of the purgative stage, we experience a type of dark night — a time of trial and affliction
where it feels as if God no longer loves us. This dark night, however, is not the dark night of the soul.
Rather, it's the dark night of the senses. In the dark night of the senses, God purifies us of our

attachments to the things of the world — physical comfort, physical pleasure, material success,
popular acclaim — as well as of our consolations in prayer. Sorrows afflict us, and things that used to
comfort us — food, sex, shopping, compliments, even the liturgy — no longer do. Through this dark
night, God prepares us for the illuminative way and a deeper, more contemplative life of prayer.

The dark night of the soul occurs at the end of the illuminative way, as we prepare to enter the unitive
way. During this dark night, God roots out our deepest attachments to sin and self, and the desolation
that accompanies that rooting out is overwhelming and crushing. More than just a lack of consolation,
this dark night plunges a soul into an abyss of darkness and nothingness, essentially revealing to us
what we are without God and preparing us to not only carry our crosses, but to love our crosses and
carry them joyfully in union with Christ.
<=================|
After waiting for two years, on December 21, 1948, Mother Teresa went alone, with no money or
followers, into the ravaged streets of Calcutta. There were plenty who preached the kingdom to the
wealthy of India, but only the Missionaries of Charity would serve the poorest of the poor.
“I went for the first time to the slums—my first meeting with Christ in His distressing disguise.”
Immediately, young women were drawn to the new congregation. Mother Teresa herself was a
dynamo in the physically taxing apostolate and in forming her new members spiritually. She
emphasized the importance of serving the poor with a cheerful disposition, of selflessly serving the
Lord. She wrote to the archbishop,
“I want…to drink only from His chalice of pain…”
She did not realize what this would entail. She was going to get what she asked for before success
come.
Almost as soon as Mother Teresa started “the work,” as she referred to it, she began to experience
an intense spiritual darkness: her heart was cold, empty. From the time she was a small child, being
brought up in Catholic Tradition, she had had a special love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, but
now she felt nothing. “How cold—how empty—how painful is my heart. Holy Communion—Holy
Mass—all the holy things of spiritual life—of the life of Christ in me—are all so empty—so cold—so
unwanted.” She had hoped to identify with the poor, leading a life of absolute poverty—and she found
that her interior life was like the lives of the poor she served: unwanted, unloved, forsaken.
“If there be God—please forgive me—When I try to raise my thoughts to Heaven—there is such
convicting emptiness that those very thoughts return like sharp knives and hurt my very soul.”
Many readers will find encouragement in the fact that, when we experience interior trials and even
desolation, we can steadfastly cling to our faith and remain firmly committed to serving God and
others. But, for many others, even people of faith, the thought that Mother Teresa experienced such
unrelenting interior desolation is deeply troubling.
This will also give one reason why Mother Teresa gave such importance to Sacrament of Eucharist
which she insisted practically everyday as a visible sign of getting within the body of Christ. This led to
her bringing in the ordained Priests into his homes so that the visible - if only symbolic - presence of

the crucified christ and partaking of his pain, loneliness and suffering ensured her hope and sustained
her faith. After all is that not the function of the sacraments?

Mother Teresa knew that she should not trust her feelings—the feeling of pain, coldness, and
loneliness, the lack of sensory consolations. But her experience of darkness extended even further:
“Darkness is such that I really do not see—neither with my mind nor with my reason.—The place of
God in my soul is blank.—There is no God in me.—When the pain of longing is so great—I just long
and long for God—and then it is that I feel—He does not want me—He is not
there.—Heaven—souls—why these are just words—which mean nothing to me.—My very life seems
so contradictory. I help souls—to go where?—Why all this? Where is the soul in my very being? God
does not want me…I long for God…and yet there is but pain.”
Over and over she expressed this painful longing without sensing—or even knowing—God’s
presence, yet her will was always firmly attached to God’s will, and she always remained certain that
the “work” was God’s work. The private vow never to refuse God anything kept her going through this
painful experience of God’s absence.
The dark night
Mother Teresa’s spiritual directors have proposed that she was experiencing the “dark night of the
soul” as described by Saint John of the Cross. Mother Teresa’s writings certainly fit the description of
the dark night. The purgative dark night of the senses detaches us from sensible things and prepares
the soul for the prayer of union. The night of the spirit detaches us from even spiritual consolations,
imperfections, and all self-love. The soul experiences a terrible longing for God which is all the more
severe, if she has ever experienced a mystical union with God—which Blessed Mother Teresa did
experience early on—and there are temptations against faith and hope, and an inability to pray. It is
an intense purifying of the soul, a purgatory on earth.
“If there is hell—this must be one. How terrible it is to be without God, no prayer, no faith, no
love—the only thing that still remains—is the conviction that the work is His.”
Mother Teresa found herself on many occasions unable to speak about the difficulty to her spiritual
directors or confessors: “Our Lord has taken even the power of speech.” Perhaps this was fortunate,
for as Saint Teresa of Jesus of Avila wrote about her own experience, it was often a “torture” to deal
with confessors and spiritual directors. “Is it credible that she will be able to say what is the matter with
her? The thing is inexpressible, for this distress and oppression are spiritual troubles and cannot be
given a name.” (6th mansions ch I).
In 1965, the Missionaries of Charity were recognized as a pontifical congregation (they received the
Decree of Praise), and Mother Teresa wrote, “See what Our Lord does. He pours Himself on the little
Society—and yet He takes every drop of consolation from my soul.”
As far as I know she never transferred her isolation or darkness to her colleagues. Often she would
tell her sisters “accept what He gives and give what He takes”. She wrote to her sisters very
encrouraging notes almost every month. They all were based on solid faith.
https://www.catholicmatch.com/about/the-secret-life-of-mother-teresa
The Secret Life of Mother Teresa by Laraine Bennett

Mother Teresa, in turn, gave everyone she met—especially the poorest of the poor—His consolation
and joy, the light of Christ just because inspite of her temperory darkness, she was confident on the
place where she was and what she had received upto that. She was certainly grounded on her faith in
Jesus. But she wanted a direct vision or miraculous answers if she had to take the next great step.
Lacking that she was supposed act on the solid ground she has received thus far and act on it.
St. Paul described the same suffering, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I
am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.”
Eventually Mother wrote to one confessor, “For the first time in this eleven years – I have come to love
the darkness – for I believe now that it is a part of a very, very small part of Jesus’ darkness and pain
on earth. You have taught me to accept it as a ‘spiritual side of your work.’”

Both Saint Teresa of Avila and Saint John of the Cross attest that the spiritual trials that afflict the soul
in the dark night come to an end. Saint Teresa writes: “Ah, God help me! Lord, how Thou dost afflict
Thy lovers! Yet all this is very little by comparison with what Thou bestowest upon them later” (6th
mansions, ch xi). According to Saint John of the Cross, the purpose of the dark nights is to prepare the
soul for the highest degree of contemplative prayer which results in the transforming union or spiritual
marriage.
“‘Lord I believe. Help my unbelief.’
It is the most natural and most humanizing and most agonizing prayer in the gospels, and I think it is
the foundation prayer of faith.”
You see, I’ve discovered that dark nights don’t disqualify saints. They make them.
They are the foundation prayer of faith.
https://www.renewalministries.net/wordpress/understanding-mother-teresas-dark-night/

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/column/the-dark-night-of-the-soul-and-the-dark-night-3612
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/faith-and-character/faith-and-character/mother-teresas-long-dar
k-night.html
https://www.apnews.com/eb58c9fae2ae441abc040d6f205b3197

CHAPTER TEN
THEOLOGY OF ST. TERESA

Since the announcement of cannonisation of Mother Teresa several criticism has been brought up
against her. I have known her very closely and had often discussed her theology when she was with
me in my house. I am not a Catholic and as a member of the Reformed Church of Malabar Coast we
have our differences. There is no doubt that the sacraments and rituals and icons have their place
as anchors of faith. At the same time they can lead to idolisation also. One can see these
anchoring of faith in the midst of problem even when she was going through her dark periods of
doubts and being insecure. The Eucharist and the closeness to Mother Mary kept her going. It kept
her focus on Jesus and his love. These are clearly spelled out in her speeches and even in casual
conversations. I have spelled my stand on it in my book "Semiotics of Sacraments".
Now both the extreme Roman Catholics as well as non-Christians have their criticisms.
summary answers for those questions.

This is a

One of her most famous critics, author Christopher Hitchens, aired a documentary 'exposing' her,
where he claimed that doctors who visited her missionary alleged that patients lived in unhygienic
conditions, with inadequate food and little or no access to the latest medicines.
According to a report in the National Geographic, Hitchens also raised questions about Mother
Teresa accepting a large donation from financier Charles Keating, who was subsequently convicted
for defrauding investors. Mother Teresa reportedly asked for clemency for Keating, while keeping
mum on the nature of their relationship. She also reportedly received donations from and lauded
dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier, who was later accused of condoning serious human rights abuses
towards thousands of Haitians under his rule.
Summing up all the criticism against her, NBC reports that
l she has been accused of offering stingy or substandard medical care;
l of proselytizing to her patients;
l of claiming virtue in suffering rather than trying to alleviate it;
l cozying up to dictators;
l and of promoting her efforts beyond the necessary to a global media eager for heroes.

The answer to the basic problem of standards in medical care is simply that Missionaries of Charity
was never intended to replace medical institution with qualified doctors and nurses with well equipped
tools and instruments and latest medicines. They started with people who were rejected by the
hospitals.
As Mother Teresa points out "We are misunderstood, we are misrepresented, we are misreported. We
are not nurses, we are not doctors, we are not teachers, we are not social workers. We are religious,
we are religious, we are religious." "I’m not a social worker. I don’t do it for this reason. I do it for
Christ. I do it for the church.'”
They offered the best they could in terms of care of the sick, poor and the needy as though it was
done to Jesus in love.
"She is less interested in helping the poor than in using them as an indefatigable source of
wretchedness on which to fuel the expansion of her fundamentalist Roman Catholic beliefs." –
Christopher Hitchens
Their policy regarding religion has come under severe criticism from both Catholics and Other
Religions of India. Mother Teresa was not a theologian. She did not verbally preach Christianity
inside ministry or outside of her congregation except when she was called for to explain. Her basis
of action was based entirely on the concept that all mankind whether they are within the Catholic faith
or outside of it are all children of Adam and hence children of God. Though salvation is only through
Jesus, Son of God, the incarnate within mankind and so partook of the humanity and all its nature
including pain and suffering caused by the sin of mankind (though himself was sinless) and through
his death and resurrection provided a way. Thus every human has within him a part of Jesus who
suffers through them indirectly. The death of Jesus was the propitiation for their sin as well, awaiting
their acceptance of the sacrifice. Every religion is an attempt to understand God.
We know for certain that Islam is an Abrahamin religion just as the Jews. Hinduism as today is an
offshoot of Thomas Christianity where again like the Islam they took away Jesus of History. They
worship ultimately Brahman - the God of Abraham.
This situation is nothing new. It was there right
from the beginning of Christian ministry on earth.

Since God has given them freewill and unless they
willingly assent, we should respect their choice as God himself has done. The proclamation of this
salvation through Christ is to be done effectively through the actions - through the love and care as
much as Jesus has done on the cross. Actions speak more than mere words.
Mother Teresa never forced anyone the change religion and respected whatever position each took
even though they were far from the truth. Her message lie in her service of love.

It is true that Roman Catholics asserts that there is no salvation outside of Catholic faith
For details of this argument seen from the Roman Catholic extremists view see:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5epjwIQ7E0
Acknowledging the existence of different religions which are other peoples attempt to find salvation,
we are told to love them even if they hate you.. Matthew 5:43-48 says we are to love our enemies and
pray for them. Romans 12:20 says we are to provide for them. We do not play by the world's rules. We
do not respond to intolerance with fear and hate. Instead, we express the love of Christ in us. This is
exactly what Mother Teresa and the MoC did.
MoC work is simply based on obedience, love, devotion, mercy. They simply takes the words of
Jesus at its face value. That was her call within the call.
She expressed it in her address at the National Prayer Breakfast (Sponsored by the
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives) February 3, 1994

"On the last day, Jesus will say to those on His right hand, "Come, enter the Kingdom. For I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was sick and you visited me."
Then Jesus will turn to those on His left hand and say, "Depart from me because I was hungry and
you did not feed me, I was thirsty and you did not give me to drink, I was sick and you did not visit me."
These will ask Him, "When did we see You hungry, or thirsty or sick and did not come to Your help?"
And Jesus will answer them, "Whatever you neglected to do unto one of these least of these, you
neglected to do unto Me!"
Her commission was just that.
"And as if that were not enough, as if it were not enough that God the Son should become one of us
and bring peace and joy while still in the womb of Mary, Jesus also died on the Cross to show that
greater love. He died for you and for me, and for the leper and for that man dying of hunger and that
naked person lying in the street, not only of Calcutta, but of Africa, and everywhere. Our Sisters serve
these poor people in 105 countries throughout the world. Jesus insisted that we love one another as
He loves each one of us. Jesus gave His life to love us and He tells us that we also have to give
whatever it takes to do good to one another. And in the Gospel Jesus says very clearly: "Love as I
have loved you."
Jesus died on the Cross because that is what it took for Him to do good to us - to save us from our
selfishness in sin. He gave up everything to do the Father's will - to show us that we too must be
willing to give up everything to do God's will - to love one another as He loves each of us. If we are not
willing to give whatever it takes to do good to one another, sin is still in us. That is why we too must
give to each other until it hurts.
It is not enough for us to say: "I love God," but I also have to love my neighbor. St. John says that you
are a liar if you say you love God and you don't love your neighbor. How can you love God whom you
do not see, if you do not love your neighbor whom you see, whom you touch, with whom you live? And
so it is very important for us to realize that love, to be true, has to hurt. I must be willing to give
whatever it takes not to harm other people and, in fact, to do good to them. This requires that I be
willing to give until it hurts. Otherwise, there is not true love in me and I bring injustice, not peace, to
those around me.

It hurt Jesus to love us. We have been created in His image for greater things, to love and to be loved.
We must "put on Christ" as Scripture tells us. And so, we have been created to love as He loves us.
Jesus makes Himself the hungry one, the naked one, the homeless one, the unwanted one, and He
says, "You did it to Me." On the last day He will say to those on His right, "whatever you did to the least
of these, you did to Me, and He will also say to those on His left, whatever you neglected to do for the
least of these, you neglected to do it for Me."
When He was dying on the Cross, Jesus said, "I thirst." Jesus is thirsting for our love, and this is the
thirst of everyone, poor and rich alike. We all thirst for the love of others, that they go out of their way
to avoid harming us and to do good to us. This is the meaning of true love, to give until it hurts."
The same argument applies to her stand on receiving donations. Can we receive donations from a
sinner? If so since all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, we should not be accepting
donations from any. You don’t ask question why and where when someone offers something. If we
extend it we should argue that MoC should not be doing service at all since all are sinners. Sinners
need mercy. This has been Mother's stand all through. We all stand before God seeking mercy
because we are violators and exploiters and robbers of the labors of our brothers.
IMELINE: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN MOTHER TERESA’S LIFE
1900 Nikola Bojaxhiu (father) and his bride, Drana (mother), move to Skopje in Macedonia; Nikola
starts a prosperous construction business and moves his wife to a home near the Vardar River.
1905 Aga Bojaxhiu, sister, is born.
1908 Lazar Bojaxhiu, brother, is born.
26 August 1910 Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu (Mother Teresa) is born in Skopje, present-day Macedonia,
and was Baptised on August 27
1913 The Balkan Wars end; Macedonia is divided between Serbia, Greece, and Bulgaria.
1919 Nikola Bojaxhiu the father dies of poisoning.
1922-1923: At age 12, feels first call at the Cathedral of Black Madona.
1928: Leaves home on Sep 25 to become a Roman Catholic Loreto nun and begins novitiate training
in the convent at Rathfarnham near Dublin, Ireland.
Takes the name Sister Teresa
1929 Gonxha is sent to India to begin her novitiate in Darjeeling.6 January
Arrives in Kolkata, becomes a teacher at St Mary's School

24 May 1931 After two years as a novice, Gonxha takes her ﬁrst vows; she takes the name Teresa.

24 May 1937 Sister Teresa takes her ﬁnal vows in Loreto School, Darjeeling, India.
1938–1948 Teaching geography at St. Mary’s High School in Calcutta, where she
Principal of the school.

she became the

10 September 1946 Inspiration Day; while riding a train, Sister Teresa receivesher Call within her call
to help serve the poorest of the poor.
15 August 1947 India becomes free from British rule. Three nations are formed as a result of Indian
independence: India, Pakistan, and Ceylon. Partition of India brought about killing between Hindus
and Muslims.

1948 -49 Sister Teresa requests permission to leave the Loreto Order to live alone and work with the
poor in Calcutta; her ﬁrst act is to open a school in the slum of Motijhil; 1948 April 12, she receives
permission from Pope Pius XII to remain a nun who will report directly to the archbishop of Calcutta;
1949 Moves in with the Gomes family at 14 Creek Lane in February; in March, Subashni Das, a
young Bengali girl, becomes the ﬁrst to join Mother Teresa.
1950: Founds the Missionaries of Charity on Oct 7 with 12 sisters after getting the green signal from
the Vatican.
in August, she travels to Patna where she works with the American Medical Missionary Sisters for
three months of intensive medical training;
she returns to Calcutta in December.
1951: Receives Indian Citizenship
1952 Mother Teresa and the Missionaries of Charity move to their new motherhouse located at 54A
Lower Circular Road;
In August, Mother Teresa opens Nirmal Hriday, the ﬁrst home for the dying, next to the temple at
Kalighat.

1953 The ﬁrst group of Missionaries of Charity take their ﬁrst
vows; Shishu Bhavan. Leaves Creek Lane and shifts to a two-storeyed building on Lower Circular
Road; it's now called Mother House, the global headquarters of the Missionaries of Charity
First home for abandoned and handicapped children, is opened.
1957 Mother Teresa begins working with lepers of Calcutta.
1959 The ﬁrst houses outside of Calcutta are opened.
1960 Mother Teresa travels outside of India for the ﬁrst time since coming there in 1929.
1962: Receives Padma Shri from the President for her humanitarian work
1963 The Missionaries of Charity Brothers is established. 1965 Shantinagar, the Place of Peace for
Lepers, is opened.
1965: Catholic Church grants permission for setting up missions outside India; the first opens that
year in Venezuela
1969 The International Association of Co-Workers of Mother Teresa becomes ofﬁcially afﬁliated with
the Missionaries of Charity.
1971: Receives Pope John XXIII Peace Prize and uses money to build a leper colony
1976: Founds Missionaries of Charity, Contemplative Sisters

1979 Mother Teresa is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

1980: Conferred India's highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna
1982: Rescues 37 mentally disabled children from a hospital in besieged Beirut
1983: Visits Pope John Paul II. Hospitalized with heart attack, first of several
1984: Founds Missionaries of Charity Fathers
1985 Receives Medal of Freedom from the United States, the highest civilian award given.
1906 Pope John Paul II visits Missionaries of Charity

1987 The Missionaries of Charity establish hospices for people with AIDS. 1989 Suffers second heart
attack; doctors implant pacemaker.

1991 Prepares to step down as head of Missionaries of Charity because of poor health; she is
re-elected with one dissenting vote—her own.

1994 Documentary ﬁlm Hell’s Angel is broadcast on the BBC Channel Four.
1996 Granted honorary American citizenship.
1997: Steps down as head of her order
1997 Sister Nirmala elected to succeed Mother Teresa as leader of Missionaries of Charity; Mother
Teresa dies after having a heart attack in Kolkata on Sep 5, aged 87 at the Motherhouse in Calcutta

2003: Beatified by Pope John Paul II

2016: Declared a saint by Pope Francis on Sep 4

Quotes by Mother Teresa
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2016/08/31/10-of-mother-teresas-most-inspirational-quotes/
“It is not for us to destroy what God has given us. Please, please let your mind and your will become
the mind and the will of God. You have the power to bring war into the world or to build peace. Please
choose the way of peace.” – Letter to George Bush Sr and Saddam Hussein January 2 1991
“I have never been in a war before, but I have seen famine and death. I was asking myself, what do
they feel when they do this. I don’t understand it. They are all the children of God. Why do they do it, I
don’t understand.”- After assisting to evacuate 37 handicapped children today from a mental hospital
in the Sabra refugee camp, Lebanon August 14, 1982
“I choose the poverty of our people. But I am grateful to receive the [Nobel] prize in the name of the
hungry, the naked, the homeless, the crippled, the blind, the lepers, of all those people who feel
unwanted, unloved, uncared for throughout society, people that have become a burden to the society
and are shunned by everyone.” – Accepting the Nobel Peace Prize, 1979
“I was expecting to be free, but God has his own plans.” – When she was persuaded to withdraw her
resignation by the sisters of the Missionaries of Charity, Calcutta, 1990
“When you know how much God is in love with you then you can only live your life radiating that love.”
– A Simple Path, 1995
“Let us not use bombs and guns to overcome the world. Let us use love and compassion.” – In the
Heart of the World, 1997
“The other day I dreamed that I was at the gates of heaven. And St. Peter said, ‘Go back to Earth,
there are no slums up here.'” – Conversation with Prince Michael of Greece, 1996
“Yesterday is gone and tomorrow has not yet come; we must live each day as if it were our last so that
when God calls us we already, and prepared, to die with a clean heart.” – A Simple Path, 1995
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples.”
“Often just for one word, one look, one quick action, and darkness fills the heart of the one we love.” –
Love, A Fruit Always in Season, 1987
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/saints/quotes-from-blessed-mother-teresa-of-calcutta/
"I once picked up a woman from a garbage dump and she was burning with fever; she was in her last
days and her only lament was: ‘My son did this to me.’ I begged her: ‘You must forgive your son. In a
moment of madness, when he was not himself, he did a thing he regrets. Be a mother to him, forgive
him.’ It took me a long time to make her say: ‘I forgive my son.’ Just before she died in my arms, she
was able to say that with a real forgiveness. She was not concerned that she was dying. The breaking
of the heart was that her son did not want her. This is something you and I can understand."
Mother Teresa
“Keep the joy of loving God in your heart and share this joy with all you meet especially your family.”
“Faith in action is love. And love in action is service.”
“For love to be real, it must cost, it must hurt, it must empty us of self.”

“If a mother can kill her own child, what is left but for us to kill each other?”
“If abortion is not wrong, nothing is wrong.”
“How can you say there are too many children?

That’s like saying there are too many flowers.”

“Let us take whatever God gives and give whatever he takes with a smile. That is holiness.”
“The best way to show my gratitude to God is to accept everything, even my problems, with joy.”
“When once a chairman of a multinational company came to see me, to offer me a property in
Bombay, he first asked: ‘Mother, how do you manage your budget?” I asked him who had sent him
here. He replied: ‘I felt an urge inside me.’ I said: other people like you come to see me and say the
same. It was clear God sent you, Mr. A, as He sends Mr. X, Mrs. Y, Miss Z, and they provide the
material means we need for our work. The grace of God is what moved you. You are my budget. God
sees to our needs, as Jesus promised. I accepted the property he gave and named it Asha Dan (Gift
of Hope).”
“To give until it hurts. This is the true meaning of love.” Mother Teresa
“Joy is a net of love by which we catch souls.” Mother Teresa of Calcutta
“Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time and always start with the person nearest
you.” Mother Teresa
“Don’t wait for leaders. Do it alone, person to person.” Mother Teresa (paraphrased)
“If there has been resentment in our hearts or if we have not accepted humiliation, we will not learn
humility.” Mother Teresa of Calcutta
“Give yourself fully to God. He will use you to accomplish great things on the condition that you
believe much more in His love than in your own weakness.” Mother Theresa of Calcutta
“To forgive takes love. To forget takes humility.” Mother Teresa of Calcutta
“Do not think that love, in order to be genuine, has to be extraordinary. What we need is to love
without getting tired.” Mother Teresa
“Calcuttas are everywhere if only we have eyes to see. Find your Calcutta.” Mother Teresa
“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.”
Teresa

Mother

“Like Jesus we belong to the world living not for ourselves but for others. The joy of the Lord is our
strength.” Mother Teresa
“There are so many religions and each one has its different ways of following God. I follow Christ:
Jesus is my God,
Jesus is my Spouse,
Jesus is my Life,
Jesus is my only Love,

Jesus is my All in All;
Jesus is my Everything.”

Mother Teresa

“When a poor person dies of hunger, it has not happened because God did not take care of him or her.
It has happened because neither you nor I wanted to give that person what he or she needed.”
Mother Teresa of Calcutta
“You and I, we are the Church, no? We have to share with our people. Suffering today is because
people are hoarding, not giving, not sharing. Jesus made it very clear. Whatever you do to the least
of my brethren, you do it to me. Give a glass of water, you give it to me. Receive a little child, you
receive me.” Mother Teresa
“If you’re too busy to pray…you’re too busy”

Mother Teresa

“If you judge people you have no time to love them.” Mother Teresa
“Everybody today seems to be in such a terrible rush, anxious for greater developments and greater
riches and so on, so that children have very little time for their parents. Parents have very little time for
each other, and in the home begins the disruption of peace of the world.”
“If we really want to love we must learn how to forgive.” Mother Teresa of Calcutta
“A clean heart is a free heart. A free heart can love Christ with an undivided love in chastity, convinced
that nothing and nobody will separate it from his love. Purity, chastity, and virginity created a special
beauty in Mary that attracted God’s attention. He showed his great love for the world by giving Jesus
to her.”
“There is a terrible hunger for love. We all experience that in our lives – the pain, the loneliness. We
must have the courage to recognize it. The poor you may have right in your own family. Find them.
Love them.”
“Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen, for God speaks in the silence of the heart.”
Mother Teresa
“Give yourself fully to God. He will use you to accomplish great things on the condition that you
believe much more in His love than in your own weakness.” St. Teresa of Calcutta
“Speak tenderly to them. Let there be kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your smile, in the warmth
of your greeting. Always have a cheerful smile. Don’t only give your care, but give your heart as well.”
“The more you have, the more you are occupied, the less you give. But the less you have the more
free you are. Poverty for us is a freedom. It is not mortification, a penance. It is joyful freedom. There
is no television here, no this, no that. But we are perfectly happy.”
“Unless this love is among us, we can kill ourselves with work and it will only be work, not love. Work
without love is slavery.” Mother Teresa
“To be faithful in little things is a great thing.” St. Teresa of Calcutta
“A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt, must empty ourselves. The fruit of silence is prayer, the
fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, the fruit of love is service, the fruit of service is peace.”
Mother Teresa

These verified quotes and stories were originally posted in honor of the saint’s canonization on
September 4, 2016

