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SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND 

M. M. NINAN 

  

PREFACE 

What are the tree of Life and the tree of the Knowledge  of good and evil?  Why did God refuse 

the tree of Good and Evil to Adam and Eve?  What was the Original Sin?  Was there death 

before the fall?  How do you explain the presence of the Serpent in the Garden of Eden.  Was 

the fall part of God’s plan for humanity?  Are we all born with the sin within us? 

 

What is death? How do we explain the presence of death long before the arrival of man on 

earth?  What happens to us after death?  Are heaven and hell eternal places of pleasures and 

torment?   

What are the religious thoughts on resurrection and reincarnation in various religions?  Will the 

law of cause and effect require reincarnation? Or does the death form recyling of various 

elements of body, mind and spirit?   

Is the loving God comfortable with eternal torture of his wayward children?  Is God able to 

redeem all creation and make all things new given the uncertainity region of free will given to 

his children?  “In Christ all shall be made alive”? 

These are some of the problems I have tried to deal with in this book.  Instead of giving 

specific answers, I have examined and presented all different sides of the issues and from 

different religious perspectives. 

Hope this will at least start us thinking and discussing the real issues in doctrines and  what the 

scripture is presenting. 

 

Prof. M. M. Ninan 

San Jose, CA   

March., 2014  

    



  

 

  

 

  

 

 



  

  

 

  

 

CHAPTER ONE 

ADAM AND THE FALL OF MAN 

 

In my earlier work on “Created in the Image of God”, I have tried to explain how man was 

created in the image of God in dimensions encompassing all dimensions including the Divine 

as the Son of God - not as an emanation but as the ultimate and final creation.  We will look 

into the various concepts of who Adam was and what was his state before the fall.  These are 

not directly given in the Bible. 

  

THE FIRST ADAM. 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/758-adam gives the following description of The 

First Man Adam 

"Both worlds, heaven and earth, were to have a share in man's creation; hence the host of 

angels were consulted by the Lord when He said, 'Let us make man'" (Gen. 1. 26, Gen. R. 

viii.).  
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But the old haggadists loved especially to dwell on the glory of God's first-created before his 

fall. He was "like one of the angels" (Slavonic Book of Enoch, xxx. 11; compare Christian Book 

of Adam, i. 10; also Papias in Gen. R. xxi.; Pirḳe R. El. xii.; Ex. R. xxxii.; Targ. Yer. Gen. iii. 22). 

 "His body reached from earth to heaven [or from one end of the world to the other] before sin 

caused him to sink" (Ḥag. 12a, Sanh. 38b; compare also Philo, "Creation of the World," ed. 

Mangey, i. 33, 47). (This is referring to the dimensions of the cosmos from material to divine) 

 

"In Shaar HaGilgulim, the Ari explains that Adam had a universal soul (neshamah klalit) that 

included [aspects of] all creation [i.e. every individual angel and every individual animal - all 

were asked to give an essence part of themselves to Adam; only as a miniature reflection of 

the entire universe could he be connected to all creation, and either elevate it or lower it...]. His 

soul also included all the souls of mankind in a higher- unity. This is why even one action on 

his part could have such a powerful effect. After he ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good 

and Evil, his soul fragmented into thousands of thousands of sparks (fragments and fragments 

of fragments) which subsequently became clothed/incarnated in every single human being that 

was ever born and is alive now."( http://www.projectmind.org/exoteric/souls.html) 

"He was of extreme beauty and sunlike brightness" (B. B. 58a).  
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"His skin was a bright garment, shining like his nails; when he sinned this brightness vanished, 

and he appeared naked" (Targ. Yer. Gen. iii. 7; Gen. R. xi.; Adam and Eve, xxxvii.).  

When God said: "Let us make man in our image," the angels in heaven, filled with jealousy, 

said: "What is man that Thou thinkest of him? A creature full of falsehood, hatred, and strife!" 

But Love pleaded in his favor; and the Lord spoke: "Let truth spring forth from the earth!" (Gen. 

R. viii.; Midr. Teh. viii.).  

Far older, and blended with Babylonian mythology (Isa. xiv. 12), is the story preserved in Adam 

and Eve, the Slavonic Book of Enoch, xxxi. 3-6 (compare Bereshit Rabbati, ed. Epstein, p. 17; 

Pirḳe R. El. xiii.; Chronicle of Jerahmeel, xxii.; and Koran, sura ii. 34; xv. 30), according to 

which all the angels were commanded by Michael the archangel to pay homage to the image 

of God; whereupon all bowed before Adam except Satan, who, in punishment for his 

rebelliousness, was hurled from his heavenly heights to the depth of the abyss, while his 

vacant throne was reserved for Adam, to be given to him at the time of the future resurrection. 

Henceforth, Satan became the enemy of man, appearing to him in the guise of an angel of 

light to seduce him (compare II Cor. xi. 14). (This gives the reason for Satan to trick man into 

sin) 

A somewhat modified midrashic legend (Gen. R. viii.) relates that the angels were so filled with 

wonder and awe at the sight of Adam, the image of God, that they wanted to pay homage to 

him and cry "Holy!" But the Lord caused sleep to fall upon him so that he lay like a corpse, and 

the Lord said: "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be 

accounted of?" (Isa. ii. 22). 

Another version (Pirḳe R. El. xi.; Tan., Peḳude, 3) is that all other creatures, marveling at 

Adam's greatness, prostrated themselves before him, taking him to be their creator; whereon 

he pointed upward to God, exclaiming: "The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty!" (Ps. 

xciii. 1).  

Still, the Book of Wisdom (ii. 23, 24) seems to allude to the older legend when saying, "God 

created man for immortality, but through the envy of Satan death entered the world" (compare 

Josephus, "Ant." i. 1, § 4; Ab. R. N. i.; Gen. R. xviii., where the serpent is represented as 

moved by jealousy). 

Adam in paradise had angels (agathodæmons or serpents) to wait upon and dance before him 

(Sanh. 59b, B. B. 75a, Pirḳe R. El. xii.).  

He ate "angel's bread" (compare Ps. lxxiii. 26; Yoma, 75b; Vita Adæ et Evæ, § 4).  

All creation bowed before him in awe. He was the light of the world (Yer. Shab. ii. 5b) 
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In Mohammedan Literature we find: 

"When thy Lord said to the angels, 'Verily, I am about to create a mortal out of clay; and when I 

have fashioned him, and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall ye down before him adoring.' 

And the angels adored, all of them save Iblis, who was too big with pride, and was of the 

misbelievers.  

Said He, 'O Iblis! what prevents thee from adoring what I have created with My two hands? Art 

thou too big with pride? or art thou amongst the exalted?'  

Said he, 'I am better than he; Thou hast created me from fire, and him Thou hast created from 

clay.'  (sura xxxviii. 70-82). 

At a later period Mohammed developed the personal character of the first man and his direct 

relationship to God, whose vicegerent (khalifah, calif) he is to be on earth. At the same time 

Satan is represented as being the one who drove Adam from paradise: 

Adam as Vicegerent of God. 

"And when thy Lord said unto the angels, 'I am about to place a vicegerent in the earth,' they 

said, 'Wilt Thou place therein one who will do evil therein and shed blood? We celebrate Thy 

praise and hallow Thee.'  

Said [the Lord], 'I know what ye know not.' .... 

 And when He said to the angels, 'Adore Adam,' they adored him save only Iblis, who refused 

and was too proud, and became one of the misbelievers. 

"And He said, 'O Adam, dwell, thou and thy wife, in paradise, and eat there from amply as you 

wish; but do not draw near this tree or ye will be of the transgressors.'  

And Satan made them backslide there from, and drove them out from what they were in, and 

He said, 'Go down, one of you the enemy of the other; and in the earth there are an abode and 

a provision for a time.'  

And Adam caught certain words from his Lord, and He turned toward him; for He is the 

Compassionate One easily turned. He said, 'Go down there from altogether, and haply there 

may come from Me a guidance, and whoso follows My guidance no fear is theirs, nor shall 

they grieve'" (sura ii. 29-36).  
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE CHOICE 

A  

LAW AND FREEDOM 

 

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but 

you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will 

surely die." (Genesis 2:15-17) . 

Choice of Tree of Life as against the Tree of the Knowledge. 

In the opinion of the Jewish mystics, both trees –the tree of Life and the tree of the Knowledge 

of Good and Evil are in essence one. They grow out into two directions from a common trunk.  
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Genesis tells us that the Tree of Life stood in the center of Paradise, but it does not indicate 

the exact position of the Tree of Knowledge. The Kabbalists took this to mean that it had no 

special place of its own but sprouted together with the Tree of Life out of the common matrix of 

the divine world. The two trees are different aspects of the Torah, which have their common 

origin in revelation. 

The presence of the Tree of Life implies that Adam and Eve were not by default immortal.  

Even the choice of being immortal or temporal was to remain a choice to Man.  It could be 

interpreted that the material world was indeed created with decay and death as part of the 

creation of that realm.  This would have been necessary for life, since vegetative life was given 

as food to animals and humans at the end of the creation week.   

Gen 1: 29-30 Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the 

surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 
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and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to everything that moves on 

the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food"; and it was so.  

The other choice was to eat of the Tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil or not. The phrase 

in Hebrew: בQוָָרע ט, (tov V' ra) translatable as good and evil, is an idiomatic example of the type 

of figure of speech known as merism. This literary device pairs opposite terms together, in 

order to create a general meaning; so that the phrase "good and evil" would simply imply 

"everything".  It speaks of the dialectics of logic - for and against.  Thus the Tree of the Good 

and Evil means "Tree of Knowledge of everything attained by reason and logic".   

Why does God forbid the tree of knowledge of good and evil? 

Are we not supposed to know good from evil and right from wrong? 

What really is the tree of knowledge of good and evil? 

Does not God want us to know good from evil? 

  

Psa 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 

To be able to depart from evil, we have to know what evil is. And to be to able to do what is 

good we have to know what good is. This clearly shows that the tree of knowledge of good and 

evil is not about avoiding knowing and understanding right from wrong. So what then is this 

mysterious tree? 

 

To understand what this tree is we need to take a look at what happened in the garden of 

Eden. 

Gen 3:1 -5 Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God 

had made.  

And he said unto the woman,  

"Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of EVERY tree of the garden?" 

And the woman said unto the serpent,  

"We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the 

midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die."  
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And the serpent said unto the woman,  

"Ye shall not surely die: 

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 

be as [like] gods, knowing good and evil." 

 

In effect Satan's advise was, "How do you know what is right and wrong, good and evil unless 

you experience it yourself?.  Try it." 

 

God had instructed her and Adam not to do it, because God knows that being newly created, 

they are in no position to determine on their own what is right and what is wrong. They had to 

draw knowledge and understanding from the one who created them – their Father – to 

correctly know what is good for them. God was simply telling his son Adam not to make 

decisions on right and wrong, good and evil until he has grown enough to make those.  "Until 

then just trust me"  "First eat of the fruit of the Tree of Life and then someday when you are 

eighteen years old, I will let you eat of the Tree of the Fruit of the knowledge of good and evil." 

That is why that tree was in the center of the garden.  It is temporarily out of bounds because 

taken without the necessary responsibility it brings total disaster. 

 

There is more to this because the question is:  

What is good and evil? 

Is there anything called absolute good and absolute evil?  If it does these standards are 

applicable to God also.  They are above God.  There must be something beyond God who 

makes the standard.  

The Christian answer is that good and evil are based on the character of God.  God is the 

standard.    

 

Hence what God told Adam was, you cannot distinguish between right and wrong, good and 

evil unless you have my mind. “Until that time just trust me”.  In contrast what the serpent 
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advised was, you have the freedom to choose, apply it.  In accepting this choice, Adam was 

asserting that the standard for good and evil are determined by him and not by God.  He was 

declaring his freedom from the laws and standards of the absoluteness of God.  In that sense 

Adam was claiming to be God.  When man makes the law and decides right and wrong, there 

will be pitfalls.  The society will be safe  when it is based on the laws of God, and the only thing 

that supersede the laws is God’s own spirit which interprets the laws.  “The letter kill, it is the 

Spirit that gives life.” (2 Cor 3:6) 

     

 In 2005 the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of this Ten Commandments display  at the Texas Capitol.  

  

 Religious leaders join the president of Faith and Action as he unveils their depiction of the Ten Commandments again  after 

vandals pulled it over, Washington, D.C., Tuesday, October 29, 2013. (Andrew Harnik/The Washington Times) 

 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

10 

 

The choice that was given to man was to live with faith as a child or to grow in the knowledge 

by developing their own science and using it. The choice therefore was to live as a son 

enjoying eternal life as against living by understanding the laws of the various dimensions of 

existence and then taking control of it. 

 

"Trusting your instincts isn’t as easy as it sounds. It’s a concept that one has to really practice 

and test everyday to know what it’s like. Instincts are suppose to guide you through life and 

keep you away from bad choices while leading you to the good ones. But when you are in an 

unfamiliar territory, your instincts can become weary, and all-of-a-sudden, you don’t know what 

your instincts are “telling” you. " 

This choice was a choice between submission and freedom or a choice between obedience 

and experiment.  Adam wanted to experiment with realities and know what was good and evil 

in contrast to just taking the time tested tradition and methods. 

The Purpose of the Law 

Galations 3: 16-25 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,YBut 

before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was 

later to be revealed. Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we 

may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

Neuroplasticity and Critical Periods. 

Recent Brain research has substantiated the need of  giving correct controlled  experiential 

input during definite critical periods of life.  Developmental plasticity is a general term referring 

to changes in neural connections during development as a result of environmental interactions 

as well as neural changes induced by learning. Much like neuroplasticity or brain plasticity, 

developmental plasticity is specific to the change in neurons and synaptic connections as a 
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consequence of developmental processes.  During development, the central nervous system 

acquires information via endogenous or exogenous factors as well as learning experiences. In 

acquiring and storing such information, the plastic nature of the central nervous system allows 

for the adaptation of existing neural connections in order to accommodate new information and 

experiences, resulting in developmental plasticity.  

 

This form of plasticity that occurs during development is the result of three predominant 

mechanisms: synaptic and homeostatic plasticity, and learning. The underlying principle of 

synaptic plasticity is that synapses undergo and activity-dependent and selective strengthening 

or weakening so new information can be stored. In order to maintain balance, homeostatic 

controls exist to regulate the overall activity of neural circuits specifically by regulating the 

destabilizing effects of developmental and learning processes that result in changes of 

synaptic strength. By depending largely upon selective experiences, neural connections are 

altered and strengthened in a manner that is unique to those experiences.  

 

Hebbian Theory is that the persistence or repetition of a reverberatory activity (or "trace") tends 

to induce lasting cellular changes that add to its stability is sometimes stated as "Cells that fire 

together, wire together" The theory attempts to explain associative or Hebbian learning, in 

which simultaneous activation of cells leads to pronounced increases in synaptic strength 

between those cells, and provides a biological basis for errorless learning methods for 

education and memory rehabilitation. the theory is also called Hebb's rule, Hebb's postulate, 

and cell assembly.  

(Sensitive Periods in the Development of the Brain and Behavior Eric I. Knudsen Journal of 

Cognitive Neuroscience 16:8, pp. 1412–1425)  

 

“Experience exerts a profound influence on the brain and, therefore, on behavior. When the 

effect of experience on the brain is particularly strong during a limited period in development, 

this period is referred to as a sensitive period. Such periods allow experience to instruct 
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neural circuits to process or represent information in a way that is adaptive for the individual. 

When experience provides information that is essential for normal development and 

alters performance permanently, such sensitive periods are referred to as critical 

periods. Although sensitive periods are reflected in behavior, they are actually a property of 

neural circuits. Mechanisms of plasticity at the circuit level are discussed that have been 

shown to operate during sensitive periods. A hypothesis is proposed that experience during a 

sensitive period modifies the architecture of a circuit in fundamental ways, causing certain 

patterns of connectivity to become highly stable and, therefore, energetically preferred. 

Plasticity that occurs beyond the end of a sensitive period, which is substantial in many 

circuits, alters connectivity patterns within the architectural constraints established during the 

sensitive period. Preferences in a circuit that result from experience during sensitive periods 

are illustrated graphically as changes in a ‘‘stability landscape,’’ a metaphor that represents the 

relative contributions of genetic and experiential influences in shaping the information 

processing capabilities of a neural circuit. By understanding sensitive periods at the circuit 

level, as well as understanding the relationship between circuit properties and behavior, we 

gain a deeper insight into the critical role that experience plays in shaping the development of 

the brain and behavior. 
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Learning that occurs during sensitive periods lays the foundation for future learning. A classical 

example is that of filial imprinting (Lorenz, 1937): During a limited period soon after birth, a 

young animal (mammal or bird) learns to recognize, and bonds with, its parent (Hess, 1973). 

The newborn cannot know the identity of its parent a priori, so it imprints on the individual that 

is consistently nearby and that satisfies best its innate expectations for the characteristics of a 

parent. Under unusual conditions, that individual may not even be of the same species. The 

learning that occurs during this sensitive period exerts a long-lasting influence on the 

development of the individual’s social and emotional behavior (Immelmann, 1972; Scott, 

1962).  

 

The term ‘‘sensitive period’’ is a broad term that applies whenever the effects of experience on 

the brain are unusually strong during a limited period in development. Sensitive periods are of 

interest to scientists and educators because they represent periods in development during 

which certain capacities are readily shaped or altered by experience. Critical periods are a 

special class of sensitive periods that result in irreversible changes in brain function. The 

identification of critical periods is of particular importance to clinicians, because the adverse 

effects of atypical experience throughout a critical period cannot be remediated by restoring 

typical experience later in life. The period for filial imprinting, for example, is a critical period. 

Most of us view sensitive and critical periods from the perspective of behavior. Many aspects 

of our perceptual, cognitive, and emotional capabilities are shaped powerfully by experiences 

we have during limited periods in life.  

 

For example, the capacity to perceive stereoscopic depth requires early experience with fused 

binocular vision (Crawford, Harwerth, Smith, & von Noorden, 1996; Jampolsky, 1978); the 

capacity to process a language proficiently requires early exposure to the language (Newport, 

Bavelier, & Nevill) 

To summarize: 
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"During a critical period, a pathway awaits specific instructional information in order to continue 

develop normally.  It appropriate experience is not gained during the critical period, the 

pathway never attains the ability to process information in a normal fashion and, as a result, 

perception or behavior is impaired permanently.“ 

Alternatively  ..  

"During a critical period, a pathway maintains a state of vulnerability to unusual stimuli. ... If an 

inappropriate experience is maintained during the critical period, the pathway sustains 

adaptive changes permanently." 

 

Most of us view sensitive and critical periods from the perspective of behavior. Many aspects 

of our perceptual, 

cognitive, and emotional capabilities are shaped powerfully by experiences we have during 

limited periods in life. For example, the capacity to perceive stereoscopic depth requires early 

experience with fused binocular vision (Crawford, Harwerth, Smith, 8: von Noorden, 1996; 

Jampolsky, 1978); the capacity to process a language proficiently requires early exposure to 

the language (Newport, Bavelier, 8: Neville, 2001; Weber-Fox 8: Neville, 1996; Kuhl, 1994; 

Oyama, 1976); and the capacities to form strong social relationships and exhibit typical 

responses to stress require early positive interactions with a primary care giver (Thompson, 

1999; Liuet al., 1997; Leiderman, 1981; Hess, 1975). In each case, the experience must he of 

a particular kind and it must occur within a certain period if the behavior is to develop 

normally.. 

Here are some of the effects of sensitive period experience which makes permanent changes 

in human character. These involve selective exposure and selective avoidance of exposure 

during the period. 
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See also http://www.brainfacts.org/brain-basics/brain-development/articles/2012/critical-

periods/ 

The critical period starts right from the prenatal period starting from the conception. 
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B 

THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE:  

YETZER HARA AND YETZER HATOV 

In Judaism, yetzer hara (Hebrew: ַהַרע יֵֶצר , for the definite "the evil inclination"), or yetzer ra 

(Hebrew: ַרע יֵֶצר , for the indefinite "an evil inclination") refers to the inclination to do evil, by 

violating the will of God.  The yetzer hara is not a demonic force, but rather man's misuse of 

things the physical body needs to survive. Thus, the need for food becomes gluttony due to the 

yetzer hara. The need for procreation becomes sexual abuse, and so on. There is also a   

yetzer hatov ("a good inclination" “altruistic desire,”) until an age of maturity—12 for girls and 

13 for boys—has its source in Chapter 16 of the Talmudic tractate Avot de-Rabbi Natan.  

In Genesis 2:7, the Bible states that God formed (vayyitzer  ) man. The spelling of this 

word is unusual. Rather than one Yod as would be normal (i.e. vayitzer), this word has two: 

vaYYitzer. The rabbis determined from this that these two Yods (Ys) signify the word yetzer, or 

"impulse"and reveals an important secret about how we were formed.   The existence of two 

Yods here indicates that humanity was formed with two impulses: a good impulse (the yetzer 

tov) and an evil impulse (the yetzer ra). 

 

Yetzer Hara and Yetzer Hatov 
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The yetzer tov is the moral conscience, the inner voice that reminds you of God's law when 

you consider doing something that is forbidden. According to some views, it does not enter a 

person until his 13th birthday, when he becomes responsible for following the commandments. 

The "image" of the Creator is the ability to discern and reason 

• Humanity has an inclination to both good and evil 

• Free will is the ability to choose which inclination to follow 

 man did not fall in sin out of ignorance or out of compulsion; he was in complete knowledge of 

what he was supposed to do and what he shouldn’t. He made the choice consciously and 

voluntarily. 

In Jewish tradition, the Tree of Knowledge and the eating of its fruit represents the 

beginning of the mixture of good and evil together. Before that time, the two were separate, 

and evil had only a nebulous existence in potentia. While free choice did exist before eating 

the fruit, evil existed as an entity separate from the human psyche, and it was not in human 

nature to desire it. Eating and internalizing the forbidden fruit changed this and thus was born 

the yeitzer hara, the Evil Inclination  

http://www.yashanet.com/studies/judaism101/lessons/lesson_1-3.htm 

 
Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (Hebrew: לוצאטו חיים משה, also Moses Chaim, Moses Hayyim, 

alsoLuzzato) (1707-1746 AD), also known by the Hebrew acronym RaMCHaL (or RaMHaL, 

 was a prominent Italian Jewish rabbi, kabbalist, and philosopher. Most of the material ,(ל"רמח

in this site refers to Ramchal's analysis. 
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Man  

1.3.1 – The Yetzer ha-tov (also: "Yetzer Tov") and Yetzer ha-ra (also: "Yetzer Hara") 

Before we begin this next chapter, there are two points that we should review: 

• Evil (deficiency) existed from the beginning of creation in perfect balance with "good" 

• Evil is anything that conceals God’s perfection 

Ramchal explains how, before the "fall," the physical and spiritual were "on a level playing 

field." Neither had "an advantage." If this were the case, man would have existed in a state 

where he would have been unable to perfect himself. It would either be done apart from man 

(i.e., God making us into "robots" with no free will), or it would be impossible for man to do this 

(which would make God a bit of a sadist). 

Evil, as Scripture states, is created and not made. That is to say that God did not actively 

make evil, but that it is a natural consequence of God's concealment of His Presence in 

creation. It is this concealment that gives man his "purpose" -- that is to try mankind, so as to 

give them room for Divine service. 

As Ramchal states, "Only man is placed between perfection and deficiency, with the power to 

earn perfection." This fact necessitates the existence of "free will." 

Creation existed, prior to the fall of mankind, in a state of balance between perfection and 

deficiency allowing man to be situated between "good and evil," compelled towards neither. 

The purpose of "evil" was to provide Adam with the opportunity to exercise free will. Without 

temptation, the choice of good would have been axiomatic. With "just enough" evil present in 

creation, Adam could have fulfilled his intended purpose (as Ramchal stated in the previous 

chapter), "to acquire perfection and avoid deficiency!" 

As stated in our last lesson, "Adam and Eve did not know either good or evil, as we now do, 

before eating of the tree." That is to say that "evil" was not a part of their psychological makeup 

- they were pure of sin (i.e., they had no reason to conceal themselves from God until after 

they ate of the tree). Another way to consider this, is that evil was not "internalized within them 

as it was after the fall." Man had, "the power to incline himself in whichever direction he 

desired." He was created with an inclination (or urge) to either good (the yetzer tov) or evil (the 

yetzer hara) and had the power to choose either side, and possess either one. 

In this light one may view the yetzer hara as something to be hated and despised, but this is 

not the case. In fact, the yetzer hara was created not that man would succumb to it, but rather 

that he would be strengthened by overcoming "temptation" in order to gain perfection. 

Mankind's task is to labor to eradicate imperfection from himself first, and subsequently from 
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the entire creation, as far as is in his power.3 

Here are several interesting aspects to the Yetzer Tov and Yetzer Hara: 

• The Yetzer Hara is not solely associated to what we would "normally" consider as sin. 

Anything that we do for ourselves ("self preservation," as opposed to Godly service) is 

"driven" by our Yetzer Hara. This includes "normal" activities such as working for a 

living, building a shelter, seeking a mate, procreation, etc. These functions are all part of 

this present life, and as by their nature are not directly serving God. They are 

considered "necessary evils" associated with our physical bodies. There is an axiom 

that, "sleep is one-sixtieth of death," which is based on this premise. 

• The purpose of the Yetzer Hara is to serve God – Both inclinations give us "energy," 

and even the energy from the Yetzer Hara can be channeled for Godly use. A modern 

analogy would be an athlete who channels his negative emotional energy toward his 

sport, thus improving his performance. A person with a strong Yetzer Hara has a 

greater potential to do remarkable things for God over someone with a "lesser" Yetzer 

Hara. 

• Many of the "great people" of the Bible had a "strong" Yetzer Hara. One of the best 

examples is King David, who was a man who enjoyed earthly pleasures. In Hebraic 

literature, David is compared to Esau. Part of this comparison is that each man was said 

to have been born with a "ruddy" complexion. (Ruddy having to do with red -- the color 

of the "physical" earth.) Whereas Esau was not able to channel the energy from his 

Yetzer Hara to serve God – David was – so much so that he is referred to as being "a 

man after God's own heart." (1 Samuel 13:14. Note also Paul's comments about himself 

in Romans chapter 7 -- see below.) 

• The "energy" of the Yetzer Tov can be misdirected as well. For instance, a person may 

have a great love and respect for the treatment of animals. Because of this, they may 

read of the animal sacrifices in the Tenakh and view them as being a "bad" thing. 

Biblical examples of the "misuse" of the Yetzer Tov would be David regarding his son 

Absalom, and Eli regarding his sons. Both men "leaned too far to the right," and failed to 

properly deal with situations that needed correcting. 

• Thus, we find instruction in God's Torah about not "turning to the left" (Yetzer Hara), or 

"to the right" (Yetzer Tov), but to seek out the proper balance in our lives (i.e., 

Deuteronomy 5:32; 17:11,20; 28:14) in order to move forward toward the "image of 

God." This is by being a "hearer and doer" of the Torah, praying without ceasing, and 

performing acts of kindness.   

1.3.2 – The dynamic between the soul and the body –The soul and body are in a, "constant 
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state of battle." Ramchal says of man, "if he allows the physical to prevail! then besides 

lowering his body, he also debases his soul. Such an individual will be unfit for perfection, and 

will be kept far from it..." 

This reflects Paul’s message to the Romans, warning them of the dangers of giving into the 

"flesh," (i.e., the physical) even to the point of "no return": 

Romans 1:24-32 -Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their 

hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, 

and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 

Amen. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 

exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the 

natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what 

is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. And even as 

they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to 

do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, 

wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; 

they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 

things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 

who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are 

deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

Paul equates the "flesh" with the "body" - 

Romans 8:13 - For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

Paul states very clearly that the "flesh" and the "spirit" are in constant battle with one another. 

Galatians 5:16-17 - "I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 

flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 

contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish." 

Paul describes even clearer the "war" that occurs between the "flesh" and the "spirit" (see 

Romans 7:14-25 for full text). He states that in his "flesh" nothing good dwells." Paul further 

states, "I find then a law, that evil is present with me," and that, "I delight in the law of God 

according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of 

my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members." Here is the 

basic "dilemma" as Paul states, "So then, with the mind (that is the "realm" of the soul/spirit) I 

myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin." 

It is these "opposing forces" within himself that draws Paul to the one conclusion that God 
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intended for man to make. That is the realization of man's true state, and his total 

"dependence" (i.e., faith) on God. As Paul states, "O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 

me from this body of death? I thank God--through Messiah Yeshua our Lord!" 

The test of the righteous, provided by God's concealing His Presence, affords for the dynamic 

of faith to operate. When God constrains Himself, He leaves room for "doubt." The Talmud 

refers to the Garden of Eden's "Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil" as "Ilana d'sfeika,'" the 

"Tree of Doubt," since it was a mixture of good and evil....... 

1.3.4 – The aspects of this world and the World to Come – Creation was intended to be a 

magnificent "garden" of harmony, containing those elements necessary for mankind to bring it 

towards perfection.  

With man in the role of the "gardener," he was to actively "subdue and dominate" the physical, 

and by doing so remove those aspects in creation that concealed the presence of God. 

This is reflected in the creation account: 

Genesis 1:26,28 - Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth!Then God blessed 

them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth." 

Though creation existed prior to the fall in a perfect balance of "physical" and "spiritual," 

Adam's ultimate purpose was to "uproot" the physical and partake of the spiritual. If this were 

the case, why then would the spiritual not have been made more powerful than the physical? 

As Ramchal states: 

"Yin light of man's true purpose and what God desires of him, namely, that he earn perfection 

through his own effort, it would not be good at all." 

God did NOT require man's effort to perfect creation; He could have brought creation into 

existence completely perfect without any defect. However, God's desire was to bestow "the 

greatest good" upon man, therefore, "His wisdom therefore decreed that the nature of this true 

benefaction be His giving created things the opportunity to attach themselves to Him to the 

greatest degree possible."  

To bring about the greatest "good possible" for man, God created him with free will. As we 

have already discussed free will cannot operate without the presence of choice which enables 

man to "live by faith." 

As Paul states: 
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"For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in 

hope;" 

So it is not vanity that makes God require man's effort; it is so man will willingly choose to 

"cleave" to his Creator, having rejected physical pleasures for spiritual relationship............... 

1.3.6 – Mankind up to "the fall" 

As a "gardener," Adam was to toil, but only to a minimal degree. This changed after the fall, 

when his "workload" was increased (i.e., Genesis 3:17-19). Man is not "totally depraved," as 

God told Cain (Genesis 4:7). We all have the ability to choose between sinning (heading away 

from perfection) and fleeing from sin (heading toward perfection). 

The idea of God wishing for man to "work and perfect himself" is found throughout Scripture. 

Yeshua instructed his followers as follows: 

Matthew 5:48 - Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

Paul's letters to contained instruction in "working out our salvation," "fighting the good fight" 

and "departing from iniquity" in order to become closer to God (perfecting ourselves): 

Philippians 2:12-13 - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

1 Timothy 6:11-12 - But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 

to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses. 

2 Timothy 2:19-22 - Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The 

Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Messiah depart 

from iniquity." But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of 

wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself 

from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for 

every good work. Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with 

those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

The fact that mankind has "fallen" does not make him powerless to uproot imperfection in 

himself and creation. However, the measure to which he can obtain this "perfection," has been 

severely restricted in this world (Olam ha-Zeh). 

As Ramchal states in section 1.3.8, the amount of evil in this world increased due to Adam's 

sin, and thus necessitates the existence of another world, (Olam ha-Ba) where complete 
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perfection can be accomplished................... 

Genesis 3:22-24 - Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to 

know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 

and live forever"-- therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the 

ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the 

east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to 

the tree of life. 

Ramchal's words reflect what is written throughout the "New Testament." There is a constant 

struggle against sin that exists between the spiritual and the physical "parts" of man (i.e., 

Romans 6:12-20, 12:21; Ephesians 6:10-18, 1 Timothy 5:20-24, 2 Peter 2:19-20, 1 John 5:4-5; 

Revelation 2:7,11,17,26). 

Paul wrote about this struggle with the Yetzer Hara and Yetzer Tov in his own life, associating 

the former with "the flesh" (body): 

Romans 7:15-23 - For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not 

practice; but what I hate, that I do. If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it 

is good. But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me 

(that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what 

is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I 

practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. I 

find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the 

law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring 

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my 

members. 

Even the walls of the Temple were considered as being a "necessary evil" in that while they 

"contained" the presence of God, they also "restricted" it. (Hence the reason there is no more 

Temple in the World to Come - i.e., Revelation 21:22.) 

There is therefore a necessary aspect to "evil" (in the sense given above), which includes 

anything God Himself establishes for His ultimate purpose. 

Again we refer to Isaiah's words: 

Isaiah 45:7 - I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD 

do all these things. 

The concept of evil coming "indirectly" from God (who is not evil Himself, nor does He create 

"evil things" as people often think of "evil things"), is troublesome for some. Nonetheless, it is 

true, as there is but One Creator, and it is He who restricts His light in people and in situations 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

25 

 

to bring about His desired result. In Hebraic writings this is often called the "right hand" 

(merciful) and "left hand" (judgmental) of God.   

 

“Oh children of Adam!  Let not shaytan deceive you, as he got your parents [Adam and 

Hawwa] out of Jannah, stripping them of their garments to show them their private parts.  

Shaytan and his tribe certainly see you from where you cannot see them.  Indeed, We made 

the shayaateen (devils) friends of anyone who disbelieves.” [Koran Surah Al-A’raf 7: 27] 
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C 

 THE CHOICE :  YOU WILL BE LIKE GODS 

Tempted by serpent, Eve ate of the fruit, and she then persuaded Adam to eat of the fruit. 

Adam and Eve violated the commandment not to eat of the tree of the knowledge.   

They have now made the choice of living using their knowledge refusing to live with faith alone. 

 Wait, there is more to it.  Reread the passage again. 

Gen 3:4-7  "Then the serpent said to the woman,  

“You will not surely die.  

For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,  

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Adam was created only a little lower than Elohim.  Here are the translations 

Psalm 8:5 

 KJV For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with 

glory and honour. 

However, the majority of modern versions tell us that Adam was made a little lower than God 

himself. After all after the unique Son of God who was co-substantial with God the Father and 

God the Son, the unique created Son of God who was the image and likeness of God was 

Adam. 

ASV For thou hast made him but little lower than God, And crownest him with glory and 

honor. 

RSV Yet thou hast made him little less than God, and dost crown him with glory and 

honor. 

NIV   You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings... 

The temptation presented was that Adam who was the paragon of creation who was created 

only a little lower than the God, the Vice Regent of God would also have the status equal to 
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God,  "like God", who was able to make the physical laws for the world and control it. Then 

instead of taking the absolute standard from “what is God” and his character and will to that of 

“What is that I want”, “I make the rule”, I am the absolute”.  

 

Aham Brahmasmi = In me is Brahman: interpreted as I am Brahman = I am the Supreme God 

The Christian teaching is that every individual is part of God and God is imminent or inside every man. But God 

transcend cosmos.  

 
Naan Kadavul (I am God) 

“Tat Tvam Asi (Sanskrit: तत ्�वम ्अ�स or त��वम�स),  

a Sanskrit sentence, translated variously as "That art thou," "That thou art," "Thou art that," "You are that," 
or "That you are," is one of the Mahāvākyas (Grand Pronouncements) in Vedantic Sanatana Dharma which 

according to the Advaita introduced by Sankara identifies man with the ultimate reality and truth which exactly 
was the Adamic Fall. 
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http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/manchris/manchr8.htm 

Steps  in Lucifer’s Fall 

However later  reformers tried to correct this heresy by interpreting this mahavakya in different 

ways.    

•   Shuddhadvaita - oneness in "essence" between 'tat' and individual self; but 'tat' is the whole 

and self is a part. 

•  Vishishtadvaita - identity of individual self as a part of the whole which is 'tat', Brahman. 

•  Dvaitadvaita - equal non-difference and difference between the individual self as a part of the 

whole which is 'tat'. 

•  Dvaita of Madhvacharya – insisted as the real mahavakya as “Sa atma- a tat tvam asi” or 

“Atman, thou art not that”. In refutation of Mayavada (Mayavada sata dushani), text 6, 'tat tvam 

asi" is translated as "you are a servant of the Supreme (Vishnu)" 

•  Acintya Bheda Abheda - inconceivable oneness and difference between individual self as a 

part of the whole which is 'tat'.Thus in the historical development of St.Thomas Christianity, 

Sankara brought in the heresy of Advaita which separated from historical Thomas Christians to 

form modern  Hinduism. 

"So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 

a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband 

with her, and he ate.   Then the eyes of both of them were opened"  
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It seems to say they realized that they were Gods 

So the essential sin was an attempt to usurp power - an assertion of self.  The significance of 

this is not usually understood by the theologians because of the lack of understanding of the 

relation between the creation and God.   

Many theologians argue that God cannot have any material part.  The question then will be, 

how did this matter come into existence and where does it exist.  If originally God alone existed 

matter when created should be part of God or it existed within the body of God which he 

created himself.  Within this body God created various organisms. According to Kabbalah, 

humankind is like a group of cells. Each person in fact this includes all living creatures 

whatever realm (material, Mental, Spiritual or Divine) represents a cell or an organ or a part of 

the body of God.  This picture is reflected in the concept of Church as the body of Christ and 

form a vital part of the theology of Paul. 

 

 

Adam Kadamon, was originally a unified being consisting of all creation.  The health of the 

Adam Kadamon depended on the synchronized functioning of each part of the body.  When 
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one organ refuse to acknowledge the orders of the brain and start reproducing themselves to 

get advantage over others we have a cancer growth.   

 

Cancer is a class of diseases characterized by out-of-control cell growth.  Cancer harms the 

body when damaged cells divide uncontrollably to form lumps or masses of tissue called 

tumors (except in the case of leukemia where cancer prohibits normal blood function by 

abnormal cell division in the blood stream). Tumors can grow and interfere with the digestive, 

nervous, and circulatory systems, and they can release hormones that alter body function. 

Tumors that stay in one spot and demonstrate limited growth are generally considered to be 

benign. 

More dangerous, or malignant, tumors form when two things occur: 

 

• a cancerous cell manages to move throughout the body using the blood or lymph 

systems, destroying healthy tissue in a process called invasion 

•  that cell manages to divide and grow, making new blood vessels to feed itself in a 

process called angiogenesis. 

 

When a tumor successfully spreads to other parts of the body and grows, invading and 

destroying other healthy tissues, it is said to have metastasized. This process itself is called 

metastasis, and the result is a serious condition that is very difficult to treat. In a selfish world, 

as time goes on the life of individuals becomes a living hell.  Cancer is ultimately the result of 

cells that uncontrollably grow and do not die. Normal cells in the body are programmed today 

by God to follow an orderly path of growth, division, and death. Programmed cell death is 

called apoptosis, and when this process breaks down, cancer begins to form. Cancer 

disregards this order from the brain and continue to multiply.  Unlike regular cells, cancer cells 

do not experience programmatic death and instead continue to grow and divide. This leads to 

a mass of abnormal cells that grows out of control which eventually lead to the death of the 

host.. 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

31 

 

 

 

Thus the peculiarity of cancer is that it kills all the living organisms in its host and in that 

process kills itself.  In order that the whole creation to be preserved, God had to get involved to 

curb the sin and its consequent pain and suffering. 

 

Instead of the whole creation in all dimensions eventually getting corrupted and live eternally in 

pain, the damaged cell is programmed to die. 

 

Hell was created by Adam and Eve by their disobedience. May it was some other creature who 

fell into selfishness and sin in the cosmos before Adam.    This selfish act is what the Bible call 

‘Sin”.   

Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 ORIGINAL SIN 

 

A 

WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL SIN? 

The only religions that speaks of a fall of man from a pristine original state of existence are the 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  All other religions assume the human state was same as it is 

today.   

 

For many Christian denominations the doctrine of the fall is closely related to that of original 

sin; ie., they believe that the fall brought sin into the world corrupting the entire natural world, 

including human nature, causing all humans to be born into original sin, a state from which 

they cannot attain eternal life without the grace of God.  

The term "prelapsarian" refers to the sin-free state of humanity prior to the fall. 

The Eastern Orthodoxy accepts the concept of the fall but rejects the idea that the guilt of 

original sin is passed down through generations, based in part on the passage Ezekiel 

18:20 that says a son is not guilty of the sins of his father.  

Calvinist Protestants believe that Jesus gave his life as a sacrifice for the elect, so they may 

be redeemed from their sin. Other religions, such as Judaism and Gnosticism, do not have a 

concept of "the fall" or "original sin" and have varying other interpretations of the Eden 

narrative.  

The question of whether the sin is transmitted through genetic coding or not is not really the 

question because every act or impulse or thought is forever recorded and transmitted subtly to 
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every generation.  At the fall, the individual freedom was asserted by Man as against the 

consonance and resonance of the whole creation within the body of God.  If there is just one 

selfish person within a commune evidently everyone will have to be selfish to survive..  This is 

exactly what happened.  In order to bring back the Kingdom of God with the entire body 

elements back in good health and synchronized with the will of god without violating the 

freedom of the individual beings is the problem of redemption.      

 

 In the early days when genetics were not developed it was thought through by the early 

fathers like  Irenaeus,Bishop of Lyons Augustine Tertullian, Cyprian, Ambrose and 

Ambrosiaster   based on the New Testament portions of Romans 5:12–21 and1 Corinthians 

15:22) and the Old Testament verse of Psalm 51:5. These passages considerst humanity 

assharing in Adam's sin, transmitted by  from one gerneration to another .generation. We 

should not forget that these were long before the genetic DNA, RNA discovery, 

St. Basil attributes to us the act of the first man: "Because we did not fast (when Adam ate 

the forbidden fruit) we have been turned out of the garden of Paradise" (Hom. i de jejun., iv).  

St. Irenæus; "In the person of the first Adam we offend God, disobeying His precept" 

(Haeres., V, xvi, 3). 

Protestant reformers, such as Martin Luther and John Calvin, equated original sin with 

concupiscence, without explaining the details, affirming the total depravity of Man and 

complete destruction of freedom of will and choice. In other words with the fall of Adam, 

mankind lost the freedom to choose and was fully at the mercy of God,   Within Roman 

Catholicism, the Jansenist movement, which the Church then declared heretical, also 

maintained that original sin destroyed freedom of will and that human destiny after the fall was 

totally predestined 
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,  

Cornelius Jansen (1585–1638), professor at the Old University of Louvain 

The Greek Fathers emphasized the cosmic dimension of the Fall, namely that since Adam 

human beings are born into a fallen world, but held fast to belief that man, though fallen, is 

free. This approach is corroborated by the Parable of the Prodigal Son, who though strayed 

away and fallen in sin was able to make up his choice to return who was received by the father 

and reinstated with full rights as a Son. The emphasis here is that inspite of the fall the sinful 

nature is transmitter from parents to children, the mankind still retains the freedom to choose 

ultimately against any such tendency to return to the original state with God the Father. 

 

 

Augustine of Hippo (354–430) taught that Adam's sin  is transmitted by concupiscence, or 

"hurtful desire", sexual desire  and all sensual feelings resulting in humanity becoming a 

massa damnata (mass of perdition, condemned crowd), with much enfeebled, though not 

destroyed, freedom of will. In other words the sin of Eve and Adam was the sexual act.  
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B 

CONCUPISCENCE 

 

Definition of CONCUPISCENCE:  strong desire; especially :  sexual desire 

 

Was the sin of Adam and Eve the sexual act?  Though no one of the early fathers have 

defined this clearly, here is one explanation: 

 The Divine Principles - Young Oon Kim gives the following explanation: 

http://www.tparents.org/Library/Unification/Books/DP60/DP60-02.htm 

“According to Genesis 3:6, sin originated from the fact that Adam and Eve had eaten the fruit 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This sin was passed on to their children, and it is 

still inherited by us today. Therefore Christianity teaches that everyone is born a sinner, and 

needs the Savior for his deliverance from the moment of his birth. 

This sin could not be originated by eating a fruit. Therefore the fruit of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil should not be interpreted literally but symbolically. What does it 

symbolize? What Adam and Eve did after they ate the fruit gives a hint to the meaning of the 

eating of the fruit. They had been nude and not been ashamed at all. After they ate the fruit 

they felt ashamed, and sewed fig leaves together and made aprons in order to conceal their 

lower parts.(Genesis 2:25; 3:7, 8) What does this mean? 

It is human nature to conceal what is wrong or defective. Job said in Chapter 31:33, " If I have 

concealed my transgressions like Adam by hiding my iniquity in my bosom let the Almighty 

answer me. " Job defended himself by saying that he had not the same sin as Adam, in other 

words, what Adam concealed was his defective part, and that was h is lower part, therefore the 

'transgressions like Adam's means sexual sin. To have eaten the fruit, therefore, represented 

that Adam and Eve had had unlawful and immoral sexual relations which God had forbidden. 
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In creating man and woman, God blessed them to marry. "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it. "(Genesis 1:27) But unjust and unlawful sex relations are forbidden; thus 

adultery is regarded as the gravest sin leaving a scar deep in heart and body. God blessed 

marital love above all, but adultery is regarded as the degraded deed. The sin that Adam and 

Eve committed was adultery which became the origin of sin. 

 

  ., Lucifer could not help feeling the stimulating impulse of 1ove toward her. Lucifer ventured 

to join together with Eve in spite of the threat of death, and this was the spiritual fall between 

Eve and Lucifer. Thus Lucifer became SatanYY 

 Y.. Eve perceived that Lucifer was not her husband, but, that in accordance with the Divine 

Principles, Adam would be.  Y. Having committed sin Eve wished to recover her previous 

position in God's favor, and compelled Adam to behave as her husband. Being tempted by 

Eve, Adam responded to her by committing adulteryYY.    
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C  

THE TWO SEED THEORY 

 

Serpent seed, dual seed or two-seedline theory is a controversial doctrine, according to which 

the serpent in the Garden of Eden mated with Eve, and the offspring of their union was Cain. 

This belief is still held by some adherents of the white-supremacist Christian Identity, who 

claim that the Jews, as descendants of Cain, are also descended from the serpent.  The idea 

has also existed in several other non-racial contexts, and major proponents include Daniel 

Parker (1781–1844)  and William M. Branham. 
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William Marrion Branham (1909– 1965) was an American Christian minister, usually credited with founding the 

post World War II divine healing movement which gave the boost to the Pentecostal revival. 

The doctrine that Eve mated with the serpent, or with Satan, to produce Cain also appears in 

early Gnostic writings such as the Gospel of Philip (c. 350).  This teaching was explicitly 

rejected  as heresy by Irenaeus (c. 180) and later mainstream Christian theologians. A similar 

doctrine appeared in Jewish midrashic texts in the 9th century and in the Kabalah.   
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 Some Kabbalist rabbis also believe that Cain and Abel were of a different genetic background 

than Seth. This is known among Kabbalists as "The Theory of Origins". (Rabbi Donmeh West. 

"Kabbalistic Genetics").  The theory teaches that God created two "Adams" (adam means 

"man" in Hebrew). To one he gave a soul and to the other he did not give a soul. The one 

without a soul is the creature known in Christianity as the serpent. The Kabbalists call the 

serpent Nahash (meaning serpent in Hebrew). This is recorded in the Zohar: 

"Two beings [Adam and Nachash] had intercourse with Eve, and she conceived from both and 

bore two children. Each followed one of the male parents, and their spirits parted, one to this 

side and one to the other, and similarly their characters. On the side of Cain are all the haunts 

of the evil species; from the side of Abel comes a more merciful class, yet not wholly beneficial 

– good wine mixed with bad." (Zohar 136) 

 In support of this theory the proponents quote the following verses : 

  "For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that 

I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 

beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted..." (Paul in 2 Corinthians 

11:2-3) 

"Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother." (1 John 3:12)  

John also recorded in his gospel that Christ said, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts 

of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him." (Jn 8:44)  

Advocates of the serpent seed doctrine have interpreted these verses to imply that the New 

Testament writers believed Cain, the first murderer, was indeed the serpent's seed. 

The following points and scriptures are largely agreed upon by all proponents to be the basis 

of the Serpent Seed doctrine, although variations do occur as mentioned above. 

• The Two Trees. The starting point of the discussion is usually on the two trees, the 

Tree of Life and the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen 2:10) Proponents note the 
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difference between the "trees that grow out the ground" as opposed to "the trees in the midst 

of the garden." This is used to indicate the two trees are not physical trees but principles (e.g. 

ideas, rules). They also point to the Book of Revelation, where the Tree of Life is now in 

heaven to show that the two trees are not the same kind of trees that grow on Earth but 

instead are something spiritual. (Rev 2:7 and 22:2) Furthermore they point out that since man 

chose to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, it should still be visible 

somewhere in the world today, which they claim is the overt sexuality of society. 

 

• The Serpent. (Gen 3) The serpent in its original form was a creature capable of speech, 

and it had not yet at that point been cursed to go "upon [its] belly"; thus some proponents claim 

that the "serpent" was originally an upright human-like creature. Some proponents claim the 

serpent was intended to be used for manual labor and therefore was made to look like a man 

but was not given a soul.  The chapter states that the serpent "beguiled" Eve. In Early Modern 

English this word literally meant to seduce or lead astray.  

• Sex. In the Bible, the sexual act is always obliquely referenced in Moses' writings. It is 

always referred to discreetly, such as "knowing". Similarly in the Book of Proverbs, it states 

"such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have 

done no wickedness." (Prov 30:20) This is used as evidence that the trees and the fruit are just 

another cryptic way to describe sex. 

• The Punishment. (Gen 3) Proponents also point to the punishment to show that the act 
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was sexual. When Adam and Eve sinned they covered their genitals, not their mouths, 

indicating they sinned not with their mouths but with their genitals. The punishment God put on 

them also affected sexual reproduction: He caused the woman to have menstrual cycles and 

to have increased pain in childbirth. God's curse also put enmity between the descendants of 

Adam (e.g., Abel) and the descendants of the serpent (e.g., Abel's murderer Cain). 

• The Birth. (Gen 4) At the birth of Cain, Eve said "I have gotten a man from the Lord." 

Proponents claim that in the remaining two pre-Flood chapters, Adam's descendants are called 

the "sons of God", not "men", while the word "men" refers solely to the descendants of Cain. 

Eve was also called "the mother of all living" (Gen 3:20), but Adam was not similarly called "the 

father of all living". 

• The Offspring. (Gen 4) Cain and Abel were of different occupational backgrounds. Abel 

tended the flocks and Cain tilled the ground. Proponents claim these traits were inherited from 

their fathers; Adam was to rule over the animals and the serpent was intended to tend the 

Garden of Eden. Another difference between them was that Abel, being of pure birth, knew 

how to give a proper sacrifice to God. Cain, not being pure, did not know how to give a proper 

sacrifice, he only knew he needed to give one, indicating he was only inherited a portion of the 

knowledge that Abel had inherited. His impurity was also displayed by his jealousy and murder 

of Abel, some proponents argue that these are not traits God would have created in Adam and 

Eve and could not have been inherited from them. 

• The Two Lines of Descent. (Gen 4-5) Some proponents claim that because the two 

lines of descent are recorded separately it indicates they were somehow different. It notes how 

the developments in Cain's sides were all negative (e.g. Lamech's declaration in Gen 4:23 that 

"I have slain a man to my wounding".) But in Seth's line (Gen. 5) nothing is mentioned of 

anything evil, and each patriarch "begat sons and daughters". Ultimately, the two lines 

intermarry (Gen 6:4 "There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the 

sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same 

became mighty men which were of old, men of renown."), and God then destroyed the world 

with a flood. Proponents also point to the biological principle of heterosis being evidenced in 
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the offspring of the interbreeding of the two lines being giants. 

• Christ. Ultimately Seth's line leads to Jesus, who was born of a virgin. Proponents point 

to the fact that all humanity was impure and therefore incapable of "breeding" a "pure" Son of 

God as the reason Christ had to be born of a virgin. Many proponents claim that Christ was 

born in the same state that Adam was created: perfect and without sin. They claim he had to 

be created by God in order for him to be pure and to be the "perfect sacrifice". 

• Parable of the Tares. Regardless of the understanding of the Serpent Seed based on 

the book of Genesis, many who believe in the doctrine hold that one of the most important 

evidences for the doctrine comes from Jesus unfolding the revelation the Parable of the Tares. 

In this parable Jesus confirmed there were two distinct children present in the world until the 

end. 

 

This gene continues to be in every human being which is the original sin. 
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C 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT  

Since all humanity came out of  Adam and Eve, via sexual reproduction, the sin of Adam and 

Eve were transmitted into every  human being as part of their nature.   In Augustine's view 

(termed "Realism"), all of humanity was really present in Adam when he sinned, and therefore 

all have sinned. Original sin, according to Augustine, consists of the guilt of Adam which all 

humans inherit. As sinners, humans are utterly depraved in nature, lack the freedom to do 

good, and cannot respond to the will of God without divine grace. Grace is irresistible, results 

in conversion, and leads to perseverance.  This eventually led to the concept of Predestination. 

According to Augustine sexual desire itself as well as other bodily passions were consequence 

of the original sin, in which pure affections were wounded by vice and became disobedient to 

human reason and will. As long as they carry a threat to the dominion of reason over the soul 

they constitute moral evil, but since they do not presuppose consent, one cannot call them 

sins. Humanity will be liberated from passions, and pure affections will be restored only when 

all sin has been washed away and ended, that is in the resurrection of the dead.  

 Following Augustine, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1261 declares: "As regards 

children who have died without Baptism, the Church can only entrust them to the mercy of 

God”,  as it clearly states in the funeral rites for them. 

Pelagius ( c. 390-418) on the other hand insisted that the fall of Adam did not make every one 

of Adamic race depraved and claimed that the influence of Adam on other humans was merely 

that of bad example. 

 His supporters cite Deuteronomy 24:16 to deny original sin. He denied the more specific 

doctrine of original sin as developed by Augustine. Pelagius was declared a heretic by the 

Council of Carthage. His interpretation of a doctrine of free will became known as Pelagianism. 

He continued to insist on the total freedom of will of man to be able to receive Jesus even as 

sinners by choice. 
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A 17th century Calvinist print depicting Pelagius. The caption says: 
"Accurst Pelagius, with what false pretence 

Durst thou excuse Man's foul Concupiscence, 
Or cry down Sin Originall, 

 or that The Love of GOD did Man predestinate." 

Protestant reformation 

 

Martin Luther  (1483–1546) asserted that humans inherit Adamic guilt and are in a state of sin 

from the moment of   The second article in Lutheranism's Augsburg Confession presents its 

doctrine of original sin in summary form: 

“It is also taught among us that since the fall of Adam all men who are born according to the 

course of nature are conceived and born in sin. That is, all men are full of evil lust and 

inclinations from their mothers’ wombs and are unable by nature to have true fear of God and 

true faith in God. Moreover, this inborn sickness and hereditary sin is truly sin and condemns 

to the eternal wrath of God all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy 
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Spirit. Rejected in this connection are the Pelagians and others who deny that original sin is 

sin, for they hold that natural man is made righteous by his own powers, thus disparaging the 

sufferings and merit of Christ.” 

Luther, however, also agreed with the Roman Catholic doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 

(that Mary was conceived free from original sin) by saying: 

“[Mary] is full of grace, proclaimed to be entirely without sin. God's grace fills her with 

everything good and makes her devoid of all evil. God is with her, meaning that all she did or 

left undone is divine and the action of God in her. Moreover, God guarded and protected her 

from all that might be hurtful to he”r. 

This is because Mary’s inherited original sin would still be in Jesus 

 

John Calvin (1509–1564) developed a systematic theology of Calvinism by his interpretation 

of Augustine of Hippo's notion of original sin. Calvin believed that humans inherit Adamic guilt 

and are in a state of sin from the moment of conception. This inherently sinful nature (the basis 

for the Calvinistic doctrine of "total depravity") results in a complete alienation from God and 

the total inability of humans to achieve reconciliation with God based on their own abilities. Not 

only do individuals inherit a sinful nature due to Adam's fall, but since he was the federal head 
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and representative of the human race, all whom he represented inherit the guilt of his sin by 

imputation. Man is dead and is incapable of even responding to God. This is known as “Total 

Depravity”.  Redemption by Jesus Christ is the only remedy which is given only to those 

whomsoever Jesus chose since the sinner has no ability to choose any more. 

John Calvin defined original sin in his Institutes of the Christian Religion as follows: 

“Original sin, therefore, seems to be a hereditary depravity and corruption of our nature, 

diffused into all parts of the soul, which first makes us liable to God's wrath, then also brings 

forth in us those works which Scripture calls "works of the flesh" (Gal 5:19). And that is 

properly what Paul often calls sin. The works that come forth from it – such as adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, hatreds, murders, carousings – he accordingly calls "fruits of sin" (Gal 

5:19–21), although they are also commonly called "sins" in Scripture, and even by Paul 

himself.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: 

By his sin Adam, as the first man, lost the original holiness and justice he had received from 

God, not only for himself but for all humans. 

Adam and Eve transmitted to their descendants human nature wounded by their own first sin 

and hence deprived of original holiness and justice; this deprivation is called "original sin". 

As a result of original sin, human nature is weakened in its powers, subject to ignorance, 

suffering and the domination of death, and inclined to sin (this inclination is called 

"concupiscence"). 

The Catholic Church teaches that every human person born on this earth is made in the image 

of God.[54][55] Within man "is both the powerful surge toward the good because we are made in 

the image of God, and the darker impulses toward evil because of the effects of Original 

Sin."[56] Furthermore, it explicitly denies that we inherit guilt from anyone, maintaining that 

instead we inherit our fallen nature. In this it differs from the Calvinism/Protestant position that 

each person actually inherits Adam's guilt, and teaches instead that "original sin does not have 
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the character of a personal fault in any of Adam's descendants ... but the consequences for 

nature, weakened and inclined to evil, persist in man".[57] "In other words, human beings do not 

bear any 'original guilt' from Adam and Eve's particular sin." 

  

Eastern Orthodoxy 

The Eastern Orthodox's  never accepted Augustine of Hippo's notions of original sin and 

hereditary guilt.  

Orthodox Churches accept the teachings of John Cassian, as do Catholic Churches eastern 

and western,  in rejecting the doctrine of Total Depravity, by teaching that human nature is 

"fallen", that is, depraved, but not totally.   

Eastern Orthodoxy accepts the doctrine of ancestral sin: "Original sin is hereditary. It did not 

remain only Adam and Eve's. As life passes from them to all of their descendants, so does 

original sin."  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE TREE OF LIFE 

 

Etz haChayim 

 

 

http://www.newgrounds.com/art/view/falk/the-tree-of-life: Artist David Crystalface (FaLk) 
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To lay hold of wisdom is to lay hold on a tree of life (Proverbs 3:18) 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life (Proverbs 11:30) 

A longing fulfilled is a tree of life (Proverbs 13:12) 

The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life (Proverbs 15:4)   

"And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their 

leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the 

water for them flows from the sanctuary.  

Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing"  

(Ezekiel 47:12). 

To him who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life,  

which is the paradise of God  

(Revelation 2.7) 

Through the middle of the street of the city [New Jerusalem], also,  

on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,  

yielding in fruit each month;  

and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations  

(Revelation 22:2) 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and that 

they may enter the city by the gates  

(Revelation 22:14) 
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The Tree of Life, a sculpted 145-foot tall, 50-foot wide tree, is the centerpiece and icon in Disney’s Animal 

Kingdom theme park.  

The tree is a big attraction with 325 animals carved in it. 
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A 

KABBALISTIC VIEW OF DIMENSIONS 

 
http://janeadamsart.wordpress.com/2012/07/11/some-more-trees-of-life-2/ 

Jacobs Ladder, showing the Four Worlds – a working model of the Vision of Ezekiel.  
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The above diagram is the traditional Kabbalistic tree of life in which each ladder is a higher 

form of life with existence in one or more of different dimensions.  Thus order from the bottom 

is:  

• Non-living elements  

• Minerals 

• Vegetables 

• Animals entering the soul level over and above that of body 

• There are infinite number of creatures within the realms of body, soul, spirit, and divine 

in one or more dimensions within them 

• Adam extended all the way upto the Divine sphere at his creation being the son of God.  

As someone with a divine dimension he was above decay and death which were in the 

lower realms of existence. 

But sin deprived him of all glory.  

The earth and the heavenly bodies lost their brightness, which will come back only in the 

Messianic time (Gen. R. xii.; Vita Adæ et Evæ, § 21; Philo, "Creation of the World," p. 60; 

Zohar, iii. 83b).  

Death came upon Adam and all creation.  

God's day being a thousand years (Ps. xc. 4), Adam was permitted to live 930 years—

threescore and ten less than one thousand (Book of Jubilees, iv. 28, and Gen. R. xix.), so that 

the statement "in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die" might be fulfilled.  

The brutes no longer stood in awe of man as their ruler; instead, they attacked him.  

Jewish teaching:The deadly effect of sin can be removed by repentance. 

But while sin was of fatal consequence, and the effect of the poison of the serpent is still felt by 

all following generations, unless they should be released from it by the covenant of Sinai ('Ab. 

Zarah, 22b; IV Book of Esdras; Apoc. Mosis, xx.). 

 The Jewish haggadists emphasize one point not mentioned in the Bible, but of great doctrinal 

importance to the Jews in comparison with the teachings of Paul and his followers: The deadly 
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effect of sin can be removed by repentance.  

Hence, Adam is represented as a type of a penitent sinner. Thus, he is described in Vita Adæ 

et Evæ, as well as by the rabbis of the second century ('Er. 18b; 'Ab. Zarah, 8a; Ab. R. N. i.; 

Pirḳe R. El.), as undergoing a terrible ordeal while fasting, praying, and bathing in the river for 

seven and forty days (seven weeks, Pirḳe R. El.), or twice seven weeks—the shortening of the 

days after Tishri being taken by Adam as a sign of God's wrath, until after the winter solstice 

the days again grew longer, when he brought a sacrifice of thanksgiving. Another view is that 

when the sun rose the following morning he offered his thanksgiving, in which the angels 

joined him, singing the Sabbath Psalm (Ps. xcii.). About Adam and the one-horned ox (the 

Persian gaiomarth), see Kohut, in "Z. D. M. G." xxv. 78, n. 6. 

On account of the Sabbath the sun retained its brightness for the day; but as darkness set in 

Adam was seized with fear, thinking of his sin. Then the Lord taught him how to make fire by 

striking stones together. Thenceforth the fire is greeted with a blessing at the close of each 

Sabbath day (Pesiḳ. R. xxiii.; Pirḳe R. El. xx.; similarly, Pes. 54a). 

When Adam heard the curse, "Thou shalt eat of the herbs of the earth," he staggered, saying: 

"O Lord, must I and my ass eat out of the same manger?" Then the voice of God came 

reassuringly: "With the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread!" There is comfort in work. The 

angels taught Adam the work of agriculture, all the trades, and also how to work in iron (Book 

of Jubilees, iii. 12; Gen. R. xxiv.; Pes. 54a).  

Adam in the Future World. 

On the day Adam covered his naked body for the first time, he beheld in clothing a mark of 

human dignity, and offered God a thanksgiving of incense (Book of Jubilees, iii. 22). The 

garments made by God were not of skin, but of light (Gen. R. xx.), and robes of glory were 

made of the serpent's skin (Targ. Yer. Gen. iii. 21). 

Adam, "the first to enter Hades" (Sibylline Oracles, i. 81), was also the first to receive the 

promise of resurrection (Gen. R. xxi. 7, after Ps. xvii. 15). According to the Testament of 
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Abraham, Adam sits at the gates, watching with tears the multitude of souls passing through 

the wide gate to meet their punishment, and with joy the few entering the narrow gate to 

receive their reward. 

The Jewish view concerning Adam's sin is best expressed by Ammi (Shab. 55a, based upon 

Ezek. xviii. 20): "No man dies without a sin of his own. Accordingly, all the pious, being 

permitted to behold the Shekinah (glory of God) before their death, reproach Adam (as they 

pass him by at the gate) for having brought death upon them; to which he replies: 'I died with 

but one sin, but you have committed many: on account of these you have died; not on my 

account'" (Tan., Ḥuḳḳat, 16). 

To Adam are ascribed Ps. v., xix., xxiv., and xcii. (Midr. Teh. v. 3; Gen. R. xxii., end; Pesiḳ. R. 

xlvi.; see Bacher, "Ag. Pal. Amor." ii. 337 et seq.). His body, made an object of worship by 

some semi-pagan Melchisedician sect, according to the Christian Book of Adam, was shown in 

Talmudic times at Hebron, in the cave of Machpelah (B. B. 58a, Gen. R. lviii.), while Christian 

tradition placed it in Golgotha near Jerusalem (Origen, tract 35 in Matt.). It is a beautiful and 

certainly an original idea of the rabbis that "Adam was created from the dust of the place where 

the sanctuary was to rise for the atonement of all human sin," so that sin should never be a 

permanent or inherent part of man's nature (Gen. R. xiv., Yer. Naz. vii. 56b). The 

corresponding Christian legend of Golgotha was formed after the Jewish one. 
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B 

ISLAMIC INTERPRETATION 

In Mohammedan Literature: 

No mention is made of Adam in the early suras of the Koran. Though Mohammed speaks of 

the creation of man in general from a "clot of blood" or a "drop of water" (suras lxxv. 34, lxxvii. 

20, xcvi. 1), it is only in the later Meccan suras that the original creation of man is connected 

with a particular individual. But in these suras the theory is already developed that Satan's 

designs against man are consequent upon the expulsion of the former from paradise at the 

time of man's creation. Geiger has incorrectly remarked ("Was Hat Mohammed aus dem 

Judenthume Aufgenommen?" p. 100) that this is not a Jewish idea (see Vita Adæ et Evæ, § 

16). It belongs also to the cycle of the Christian-Syriac Midrash (see Budge, "The Book of the 

Bee," p. 21, trans.; Bezold, "Die Schatzhöhle," pp. 5, 6, trans.). In the earliest account the 

name Adam does not occur; nor does Iblis vow vengeance upon a single individual, but rather 

upon the whole race of mankind: 

Iblis, the Devil, Respited. 

"When thy Lord said to the angels, 'Verily, I am about to create a mortal out of clay; and when I 

have fashioned him, and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall ye down before him adoring.' 

And the angels adored, all of them save Iblis, who was too big with pride, and was of the 

misbelievers. Said He, 'O Iblis! what prevents thee from adoring what I have created with My 

two hands? Art thou too big with pride? or art thou amongst the exalted?' Said he, 'I am better 

than he; Thou hast created me from fire, and him Thou hast created from clay.' Said He, 'Then 

go forth therefrom; for verily thou art pelted, and verily upon thee is My curse unto the day of 

judgment.' Said he, 'My Lord! then respite me until the day when they are raised.' Said He, 

'Then thou art amongst the respited until the day of the stated time.' Said he, 'Then, by Thy 

might, I will surely seduce them all together, except Thy servants amongst them who are 

sincere!' Said He, 'It is the truth, and the truth I speak; I will surely fill hell with thee and with 
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those who follow thee amongst them all together'" (sura xxxviii. 70-85). 

At a later period Mohammed develops the personal character of the first man and his direct 

relationship to God, whose vicegerent (khalifah, calif) he is to be on earth. At the same time 

Satan is represented as being the one who drove Adam from paradise: 

Adam as Vicegerent of God. 

"And when thy Lord said unto the angels, 'I am about to place a vicegerent in the earth,' they 

said, 'Wilt Thou place therein one who will do evil therein and shed blood? We celebrate Thy 

praise and hallow Thee.' Said [the Lord], 'I know what ye know not.' And He taught Adam the 

names, all of them; then He propounded them to the angels and said, 'Declare to Me the 

names of these, if ye are truthful.' They said, 'Glory be to Thee! no knowledge is ours but what 

Thou Thyself hast taught us; verily, Thou art the knowing, the wise.' Said the Lord, 'O Adam, 

declare to them their names'; and when he had declared to them their names He said, 'Did I 

not say to you, I know the secrets of the heavens and of the earth, and I know what ye show 

and what ye are hiding?' And when He said to the angels, 'Adore Adam,' they adored him save 

only Iblis, who refused and was too proud, and became one of the misbelievers. 

"And He said, 'O Adam, dwell, thou and thy wife, in paradise, and eat therefrom amply as you 

wish; but do not draw near this tree or ye will be of the transgressors.' And Satan made them 

backslide therefrom, and drove them out from what they were in, and He said, 'Go down, one 

of you the enemy of the other; and in the earth there are an abode and a provision for a time.' 

And Adam caught certain words from his Lord, and He turned toward him; for He is the 

Compassionate One easily turned. He said, 'Go down therefrom altogether, and haply there 

may come from Me a guidance, and whoso follows My guidance no fear is theirs, nor shall 

they grieve'" (sura ii. 29-36). 

In sura vii. 10 et seq. the same story is repeated, though with several additions. In particular, 

Mohammed has now learned the manner in which Satan tempted Adam: 
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Satan Beguiles Adam. 

"But Satan whispered to them to display to them what was kept back from them of their shame, 

and he said, 'Your Lord has only forbidden you this tree lest ye should be twain angels or 

should become of the immortals'; and he swore to them both, 'Verily, I am unto you a sincere 

adviser'; and he beguiled them by deceit, and when they twain tasted of the tree their shame 

was shown them, and they began to stitch upon themselves the leaves of the garden. And 

their Lord called unto them, 'Did I not forbid you from that tree there, and say to you, Verily, 

Satan is to you an open foe?' They said, 'O our Lord, we have wronged ourselves—and if 

Thou dost not forgive us and have mercy on us, we shall surely be of those who are lost!' He 

said, 'Go ye down, one of you to the other a foe; but for you in the earth there are an abode 

and a provision for a season.' He said, 'Therein shall ye live and therein shall ye die; from it 

shall ye be brought forth'" (sura vii. 19-24). 

In suras xvii. 63, xviii. 48, references are also made to the refusal of Iblis to worship Adam. The 

latter was created from earth (iii. 51) or from clay (xxxii. 5). 

That Adam is the first of the prophets is only hinted at in the Koran. In the passage (ii. 35) cited 

above, "And Adam caught certain words [kalimat] from his Lord," the reference may be to a 

supposed revelation to Adam. For this reason, in iii. 30, Mohammed says, "Verily, God has 

chosen Adam, and Noah, and Abraham's people, and Imram's people [the Christians]"; making 

Adam the representative of the antediluvian period. 

Adam's Creation. 

To these somewhat meager accounts later Arabic writers and commentators have added 

various details which find their parallel in the Jewish and Christian Midrash. Ḥamzah al-

Ispahani expressly says that a Jewish rabbi in Bagdad, Zedekiah by name, told him, among 

other things, that Adam was created in the third hour of the sixth day, and Eve in the sixth 

hour; that they were made to dwell in Gan-Eden (), from which they were expelled after the 

ninth hour; that God sent an angel to them, who taught Adam how to sow and to perform all 
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the other work connected with agriculture. The same angel instructed Eve how to perform all 

manner of household duties. The historians Tabari, Masudi, Al-Athir, etc., have evidently culled 

from similar sources. They tell us that when God wished to form Adam He sent first Gabriel, 

then Michael, to fetch soil for that purpose. The earth, however, refused to give the soil, and 

yielded only to the Angel of Death, who brought three kinds of soil, black, white, and red. 

Adam's descendants, therefore, belong either to the white, the black, or the red race. 

The soul of Adam had been created thousands of years previously, and at first refused to enter 

the body of clay. God forced it violently through Adam's nose, which caused him to sneeze. As 

it descended into his mouth, he commenced to utter the praises of God. He tried to rise; but 

the soul had not yet descended into his feet. When he did stand upright, he reached from earth 

up to the throne of God, and had to shade his eyes with his hand because of the brilliancy of 

God's throne. His height was gradually diminished, partly as a punishment for his sin, and 

partly through grieving at the death of Abel. 

The Future Unveiled to Him. 

Adam wished to see the generations which were to come from him. God drew them all from 

out of his back; they stood in two rows—one of the righteous, the other of the sinners. When 

God told Adam the span of life given to each, he was surprised to find that only a small number 

of years had been allotted to David, and made him a present of forty years; of which present, 

says the Mohammedan Midrash, a formal document was drawn up and signed. 

When Adam was driven from paradise, he first alighted on the island of Sarandib (Ceylon). 

Here his footprint (seventy ells long) is still to be seen, as is that of Abraham in Mecca. From 

Ceylon Adam journeyed to the holy city in Arabia, where he built the Kaaba, having through 

fasting and silence gained the partial forgiveness of God. 

Another legend connects the building of the Kaaba with Abraham. When the time came for 

Adam to die, he had forgotten the gift of forty years to David, and had to be reminded of it by 

the Angel of Death. He is said to have been buried in the "Cave of Treasures"—a Christian, 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

59 

 

rather than a Jewish, idea. Several of these peculiar features are found again in the Pirḳe de-

Rabbi Eliezer, a work that was compiled under Arabic influence (Zunz, "G. V." 2d ed., pp. 289 

et seq.). 
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C 

MORMON TEACHING 

THE FALL WAS NECESSARY AND IT WAS IN GOD'S PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Mormon Teaching 

                        https://www.lds.org/ensign/2006/06/the-fulness-of-the-gospel-the-fall-of-     

                        adam-and-eve?lang=eng 

 

The Lord gave Adam and Eve commandments in the Garden of Eden, two of which were to 

multiply and replenish the earth (see Gen. 1:28) and to not partake of the fruit of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil (see Gen. 2:17). These two commandments were designed to 

place Adam and Eve in a position where they had to make a choice. President Smith taught: 

“The Lord said to Adam that if he wished to remain as he was in the garden, then he was not 

to eat the fruit, but if he desired to eat it and partake of death he was at liberty to do so.”   

Faced with this dilemma, Adam and Eve chose death—both physical and spiritual—which 

opened the door for themselves and their posterity to gain knowledge and experience and to 

participate in the Father’s plan of happiness leading to eternal life 

.  
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After Adam and Eve partook of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, their eyes 

were opened, and Eve expressed gladness at the opportunity their transgression made 

possible: “Were it not for our transgression we never should have had seed, and never should 

have known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and the eternal life which God giveth 

unto all the obedient” (Moses 5:11). 

Partaking of the fruit brought mortality, with its many opportunities to choose between good 

and evil, and enabled Adam and Eve to have children. Thus the Fall opened the door for 

Heavenly Father’s children to come into the world, obtain physical bodies, and participate in 

“the great plan of happiness” (Alma 42:8). “Therefore this life became a probationary state,” a 

time to learn and grow, to repent and overcome weakness, “a time to prepare to meet God” 

(Alma 12:24). 

President Joseph Fielding Smith (1876–1972) said: “I never speak of the part Eve took in this 

fall as a sin, nor do I accuse Adam of a sin. Y This was a transgression of the law, but not a 

sin Y for it was something that Adam and Eve had to do!”   

• In Gnosticism, the snake is thanked for bringing knowledge to Adam and Eve, and 

thereby freeing them from the Demiurge's (the fallen god) control. The Demiurge banished 

Adam and Eve, because man was now a threat. 

• Ancient Greek mythology held that humanity was immortal during the Golden Age . 

When Prometheus gave the gift of fire to humans, helping them live through times of cold 

weather, the gods were angered. They gave Pandora a box and told her not to open it, 

knowing full well that her curiosity would get the better of her. When she opened the box, she 

released evil (death, sorrow, plague) into the world due to her curiosity. See Ages of Man for 

more.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

WHAT IS DEATH? 

In order to understand what is death, we need to look into the definition of life in the Bible.   

A 

OLD TESTAMENT MEANING OF DEATH 

In fact I have discussed it in my earlier book “In the Image of God” where I have talked about 

five levels of souls.  There is a higherarchy of life forms on the earth.   Hebrew concept of life 

as shown in the words  (Strong's #2421 – ָחיָה haya life) and    ָחיָה.qנֶֶפ (nefesh living soul or 

living being) is the primary word for life   

Haya is used 70% of instances to human life, 17% refer to animals and 11% refer to God as 

living. 

Nefesh qנֶֶפ is used 43% of its uses (295 times) clearly indicate life  for both animals and 

people (Kennard 2008, p. 170).  

 Thus   hayya in Genesis 2:7 is a common expression in the Old Testament for “living being” 

as a description of people or animals (Genesis 2:19).  
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The breath of life (Genesis 2:7; 6:15; 7:15) is used to describe humans and animals but not 

plants. “Plants are never the subject of ָחיָה ” (Gerleman 1997, p. 414) neither are they “Y alive 

in biblical Hebrew or in second Temple Jewish literature Y” (Kennard 2008, p. 169) 

It is the breath of life that separates humans and animals from plants because when it is gone 

they cease to exist (2 Samuel 1:9; 1 Kings 17:21–22). Blood is the sign of life in both humans 

and animals (Genesis 4:10; 9:4–6), and its shedding causes the loss of life (Leviticus 17:11, 

14). Plants do not die in the same sense animals and humans do because they are not living in 

the same sense that humans and animals are. 

How death creep in 

B 

NEW TESTMENT MEANING OF DEATH 

In the New Testament two different Greek words are used primarily for death 

• thanatos θάνατος (Romans 5:12) and  

• nekros νεκρός (Ephesians 2:5.  

Thanatos is a more generic word used to refer to the death of the body and spiritual or eternal 

death (Thayer, J. H. 2007. Thayer’s Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament, 8th ed. 

Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishers). 

 Again the dimensional understanding of creatures clearly makes the difference between 

various creations within the various layers of cosmos.  A summary is given below: 
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The Soul on the Tree of Life.  

 http://solve-et-coagula.us/theology/soul.php 

This picture has the Hebrew names of the five levels of soul as taught by the Kabbalah.   

From top to bottom it says:   

Yechidah (unique essence), 

 Chaya (living essence),  

HaNeshama (the higher soul), 

 Ruach (spirit), and  

Nefesh (lower soul).   

These five levels of soul correspond to five dimensions of reality, each dimension larger than 

and inclusive of the ones before it. This is what our Kabbalists call the Five Worlds.  On 

material cosmos only man has all these five souls or man alone has all these five dimensions.  

The highest level is the Divine level.  Man exists like many other spiritual creatures in this level 

because Adam was the Son of God.   

Death is essentially defined as a separation. 

 

Thus man being a multidimensional being existing in all planes of existence can have several 

types of death. 

Death means separation between two things: 

  
http://www.bible.ca/d-death=separation.htm 
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C 

SPIRITUAL DEATH 

 

The immediate result of the sin was the spiritual death.  It took place in two steps. 

Father came down to walk with His son Adam exactly as before at the cool of the day.   But 

notice what happened. 

When Adam and Eve heard the voice of the Lord, they “hid themselves from the presence of 

the LORD God.” Adam refused to have fellowship with God. 

Then because God did not want Man to eat of the Tree of Life and live forever, Adam was 

expelled from the Garden and the tree was under guard.  We shall see that God was trying to 

protect Man from the consequence of the sin by doing that. This expulsion meant that Man will 

be mortal like the rest of the animals.   

 

By man came death. 

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Romans 5:12-17 Why, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; Y 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life Y 

 

The fellowship had been broken. They were spiritually dead. 
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In Kabbalah's description of Adam, he originally "extended from one end of the universe to the 

other."  

"His body reached from earth to heaven [or from one end of the world to the other] before sin 

caused him to sink" (Ḥag. 12a, Sanh. 38b; compare also Philo, "Creation of the World," ed. 

Mangey, i. 33, 47). (This is referring to the dimensions of the cosmos from material to divine) 

Adam filled all the worlds and all dimensions of existence. This means that by virtue of his 

knowledge of and relationship to the Edenic universe at large, he represented the totality of all 

that was - a unified whole that contained all the elements of life as we know it.  The expulsion 

of Adam from Eden and the subsequent direct contact with God the Father directly implies the 

Spiritual Death. Adam contained all the humans within him. 

Talmud says, quoting Rav: “Adam, the first man, reached from one end of the world to the 

other. . . . When he sinned, Hashem placed His hand on him and shrank him. . . . “   R. Elazar 

also quotes the same almost identically : “Adam, the first man, reached from the earth to the 

heavens. . . . When he sinned, God placed his hands on him and shrank him. . . . “  This is the 

expulsion from the freedom of the Divine realm.  Now on he remained within the lower realms 

of physical, soulish and spiritual realms outside of the divine.  He could still make contact with 

the divine through the spirit but not directly. This is usually termed generally as the Spiritual 

Death.   
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Life will be hell eternally if you continue to live eternally 
So go to the lower worlds until I can redeem you. 

 

The very act of expulsion from the divine realm and the Garden of Eden would make the 

humanity restrained into the lower worlds of matter, soul and spirit alone which were by that 

time under the law of decay and death.  We will discuss this in the next chapter. 
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D 
PHYSICAL DEATH 

 

"THEN THE DUST WILL RETURN TO THE EARTH AS IT WAS,  

AND THE SPIRIT WILL RETURN TO GOD WHO GAVE IT."  

Eccl. 12:7, 

This defines the Physical death of Man 

 “return,” ב�q in Hebrew, meaning to turn back. 

 Psalms 104:29-30 "If you take away their spirit, they expire, and back to their dust they go. If 

you send forth your spirit, they are created." 

When Stephen was about to die he did not ask for the grave to receive him, but said, "Lord 

Jesus receive my spirit!"Acts 7:59.   

.John 19:30 "So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing 

His head, He gave up His spirit". 

This clearly says that the Spirit of Man will return to God who gave it as breath of life to Man.  

The body which was made from dust returns to earth. But the Spirit can always give life back if 

some form of body - material or immaterial - is given back.  Every form of life has a covering of 

flesh.  Only the substance can be different. 
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The body becomes decomposed, decays into various material parts.  This is commonly 

understood.  The reason for it is that the Life giving Spirit just returned to God.  This is also 

spiritual death really. Without the Spirit the body is just organic matter usable for vegetation 

and animal to replenish their bodies.  

 

If man existed in the Divine Realm, he would have been in constant communion with the life 

giving Holy Spirit with an infinite amount of energy available indefinitely so that the second law 

of thermodynamics would have been simply reversed where everything will go from order to 

higher order, glory to glory.  As such he would not have been susceptible to death.  This is why 

Adam was expelled from the Garden of Eden viz. from the constant Divine Relationship. This 

was equivalent to a sentence of death both Spiritual and Physical. 

 

 

 

The question that remains is:  What happens to the Soul?  

Very little is given in the bible about this that we have to rely on indirect reasoning.  

Gen 5: 4-5 Then the days of Adam after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred 

years, and he had other sons and daughters. So all the days that Adam lived were nine 

hundred and thirty years, and he died. 
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E 

DEATH: BLESSING OF A MERCIFUL GOD 

 

 

Thus God wanted to give a way out and this God did by introducing the law of decay and 

death.  We have discussed this in the chapter on life.  What God did was to introduce the 

dialectics of opposing forces of order in the life as the law of immaterial world (often referred to 

as Spiritual world, though in jewish mysticism it includes more than that). and disorder in the 

law of material world.  Notice what God says to Adam. 

Gen 3:17  Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have 

eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: 

“Cursed is the ground for your sake; 

In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life." 

 

Thus the loving father made the entropy increase law for the matter and energy was used to 

keep the entropy to maintain life, until finally the death comes in as a blessing. Death will reign 

until relief and redemption is found for man i.e. it was ordained with a hope. 
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The woman was sentenced to the pangs of childbirth, and the man was made to toil and sweat 

from the hostile soil. God then barred access to the Tree of Life by placing cherubim and a 

flaming sword at the eastern entrance to Eden. 

"The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to 

reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever."  

But instead of removing the tree of life from the Garden of Eden,  Lord God banished Adam 

from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. Apparently the 

law of decay was already in the material world. After he drove the man out, he placed on the 

east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to 

guard the way to the tree of life.  
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CHAPTER SIX 

  DEATH BEFORE ADAM’S FALL 

 

A 

EVERY GREEN HERB AS FOOD 

  

This is the command God gave regarding the food before the fall: "See, I have given you every 

herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields 

seed; to you it shall be for food. Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for 

food.” (Genesis 1:28-30)   

Thus both animals and men were not eating meat originally   They were all vegetarian 

originally.  Plants are not “alive” in the biblical sense of nephesh chayyah, only animals and 

man.   

The plants or the vegetables are essentially the sustainer of life.  It is through these that all 

living get healing and regeneration.  Eating them is not considered as killing.  This is because it 

comes just above that of elemental matter which have no life.  Vegetations though life 

providing do not have souls and hence given as food for both animals and man.  “ Plants are 
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not described as “living creatures” as humans, land animals, and sea creature are (Genesis 

1:20–21, 24 and 30; Genesis 2:7; Genesis 6:19–20 and Genesis 9:10–17), and the words that 

are used to describe their termination are more descriptive such as “wither” or “fade” (Psalm 

37:2; 102:11; Isaiah 64:6). “Plants are never the subject of haya ָחיָה ” (Gerleman 1997, p. 414) 

neither are they “Y alive in biblical Hebrew or in second Temple Jewish literature Y” (Kennard 

2008, p. 169)” 

 

Ps. 37 1-2 Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers. For they will wither quickly like 

the grass and fade like the green herb. 
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“Unless a wheat of grain falls on the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single grain; 

but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.”  

(John 12:24, 25) 

However the whole creation rests on the principle of servant leadership and dying for others; 

which arise out of the fundamental character of God as Love. In order to create souls with free 

will and freedom even to exist, the only reality God himself had to contract and withdraw 

himself to provide space to create within him.  This contraction is called Tzimtzum in Hebrew. 

 

Tzimtzum - Creation "Out of Nothing" 

In the beginning there was only God... and nothing else. God, or Ein Sof, was an all-encompassing Divine 

Presence/Light called Or Ein Sof (the Light of Infinity). Since nothing but God existed before creation, when God 

decided to create yesh (i.e., "something") from its Ein (i.e., "nothing"), God needed to "make a space" or to 

"provide room" for that which was not God (i.e., otherness).  God therefore "emptied himself" by contracting his 

infinite light to create a conceptual space for the creation of the universe. In a great cosmic flash, God then 
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"condensed" into a point of infinite density and infinite energy called tzimtzum (םJִצְמצ, "contraction") and 

"exploded out" in all directions (i.e., the cosmic "Big Bang").  In a sense, this self-imposed "contraction"of the 

Infinite Light is a picture of God "sacrificing" Himself for the sake of creation.  

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Articles/kabbalah/Creation/creation.html 

 

This principle is firmly ingrained in the root of the cosmic structure where the vegetables 

through the main source of repair, rejuvenation and maintainance of life, dies itself in order to 

give that.  Remember that this is exactly what God was continuosly doing in the ancient times 

and this is what finally God has promised through Jesus the Christ who laid down his life to 

open up this new life for man. 
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Even after the recreation and the new heavens and the new earth, the tree of life provide this. 

Ez 47:12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, 

nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary 

flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing." 

Revelation 22:  1-2  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on 

either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and 

yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

In this sense of voluntary sacrifice, death was indeed the law of the creation unless you are in 

the divine realm.  How did this happen?  Why and When did death enter the creation? 

The only reason for death to enter the creation is because of the decision, his free willed 

creatures took.  Was there such a condition prior to creation of Adam where redemption and 

healing had to be brought in whereby God has to give himself death to redeem his entire 

creation? 
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B 

WAS DEATH A PART OF GOD’S PLAN IN CREATION? 

 http://biologos.org/questions/death-before-the-fall 

 

Thomas Aquinas  

The Bible passages that teach about sin and death are clearly referring to the death of 

humans. Do these passages also refer to animals? Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) didn’t think 

so. He believed that God’s original creation included animals that killed each other, writing that 

“the nature of animals was not changed by man’s sin.” Saint Thomas Aquinas. Summa 

Theologica, Part 1, Question 93, Article 1  

Pastor Daniel Harrell makes a logical argument for animal death, writing that “there had to be 

death in the Garden, otherwise Adam would have been overrun by bugs and bacteria long 

before he took that forbidden bite of fruit.”2 Animal death is also necessary to maintain 

population levels in a balanced ecosystem (see below for more). Some Bible passages portray 

predatory animals as part of God’s original plan for creation (Job 38:39-41, 39:29-30, Psalm 

104:21,29). Other passages speak of the “wolf laying down with the lamb” instead of killing the 

lamb (Isaiah 11:6-7, Isaiah 65:25), but these verses refer to the future kingdom of God, not the 

original creation. While animal death and suffering raises other theological questions, it does 

not contradict Biblical teaching about death as a consequence of sin.  
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Could physical death be part of God’s original plan? 

The Garden of Eden has a reputation as a perfect place, with no death, pain, or even danger 

for humans or animals. Yet Genesis only teaches that the original creation is “good”, not 

“perfect.” Some verses in Genesis 1-2 suggest that God’s creation was not safe or pain-free. 

D. C. Spanner points out that God charged humanity to “subdue” (Genesis 1:28), a word that 

implies danger.7 Also, Genesis 2 places Adam and Eve in a garden; in the ancient near east, 

this was a walled enclosure, protecting the inhabitants from the wilderness and dangerous 

animals beyond. The Bible is clear that the culmination of God’s plan in the new creation is a 

place without tears, pain, or death (Revelation 21:4), but is less clear whether the first creation 

shared these traits. 

The death of plants and animals is actually an essential feature in a healthy ecosystem. Plants 

provide food for animals, and animals return nutrients to the soil upon their deaths. Without 

predators, populations of some species would explode and crowd out others, maybe even 

pushing those species to extinction. Predators tend to pick the most populous species to eat, 

limiting its growth so that other species can compete successfully.   

 Was There Death Before the Fall?  Matt Fradd  

http://www.catholic.com/blog/matt-fradd/was-there-death-before-the-fall  

Animals 

Okay, if the tree of life was necessary for Adam and Eve to live forever, one might reasonably 

ask, did animals have access to the tree of life? The answer seems to be no. 
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If the tree of life was unique, it might have been enough for Adam and Eve to eat from, but it 

would never have been enough for all of the animals of the world to eat from. This may be 

another sign that the animals were not understood to have the tree of life for their food. If so, 

then the text of Genesis itself would suggest that, while man was meant to be immortal, 

animals were not. That would support the idea, based on St. Paul’s statement, that it was 

human death that entered the world through the Fall, not animal death. 

Furthermore, we should note that giving “every green plant” to animals as food does not mean 

that some of them weren’t also carnivores. It’s not as if, before original sin, lions ate dandelions 

and toadstools and only afterward did they begin picking on poor old wildebeest. This is 

something Thomas Aquinas wrote about in his Summa Theologica: 

In the opinion of some, those animals which now are fierce and kill others, would, in that state, 

have been tame, not only in regard to man, but also in regard to other animals. But this is quite 

unreasonable. For the nature of animals was not changed by man’s sin, as if those whose 

nature now it is to devour the flesh of others, would then have lived on herbs, as the lion and 

falcon. 

(We should add, lest anyone be tempted to think that this is a forced retreat in the face of 

modern evolutionary theory, that Thomas wrote these words nearly 550 years prior to the birth 

of Charles Darwin.) 

Plants 

What about plants? Is there evidence in Genesis to suggest that plants died before the Fall? 

My colleague Jimmy Akin addressed this in a recent post of his: 

We can go even further, though, because of God’s permission to eat fruit. That means death. 

Specifically, the death of the fruit’s flesh (and its seeds, if those get chewed up, too).The fruit’s 

flesh (and its seeds) are alive. They’re made of living cells. 
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The seeds are even little fruit embryos, which makes them independent organisms. Of course, 

they aren’t human. They aren’t rational beings, so they don’t have rights or a right to life, and 

it’s okay to eat them. But they do die when we eat and digest them. The same thing is true of 

other plant matter we eat. So we have reason to think, even on a highly literal reading of 

Genesis, that there was plant death before the Fall.  

D. C. Spanner in Biblical Creation and the Theory of Evolution, Paternoster, 1987 argues 

for the existence of antagonism between animals and even resistance to the growth of 

plants even before the fall  

    . . . the mandate given to man in Genesis 1:28 which reads, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 

fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion . . . over every living thing” charged man with 

“subduing’” the earth. The Hebrew word for “subdue” is kabas, and in all its other occurrences 

in Scripture (about twelve in all) it is used as a term indicating strong action in the face of 

opposition, enmity or evil. Thus, the land of Canaan was “subdued” before Israel, though the 

Canaanites had chariots of iron (Josh. 17:8; 18:1); weapons of war are “subdued,” so are 

iniquities (Zech. 9:15; Micah 7:19). The word is never used in a mild sense. It indicates, I 

believe, that Adam was sent into a world where all was not sweetness and light, for in such a 

world what would there be to subdue? The animals, it suggests, included some that were wild 

and ferocious, and Adam was charged to exercise a genuinely civilizing role and to promote 

harmony among them.  

These arguments proposes that second law of thermodynamics of entropic increase was part 

of the creation below the divine and spiritual realm in the realms of soul and body.  Adam and 

Eve being also in the dimensions of  Spirit and Divinity were not part of the mortal region. 

Remember it is the contact with the Spirit that gives life, his life will be renewed. 

With God within the cosmos, it is an infinite system where life is pumped in to every living and 

second law of thermodynamics applies only to a closed system, a finite system.  In the fall 
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Adam and Eve chose to enter into a finite system by cutting himself off from the infinite divine 

realm.  A wall of separation was created and  the whole creation now came under the entropic 

increase and consequential death.  
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One of the first reference to the death of animals is when  God himself killed animal to clothe 

Adam and Eve soon after the fall. As the wickedness of man increased we also see that 

wickedness of animals also increased so that God decided to kill the animals along with 

mankind during the flood. God set up the system of animal sacrifice for atonement for sin. 
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http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab/why-does-creation-include-suffering/ 

right:  http://www.paleosoc.org/Oldest_Fossil.pdf  

According to the carbon dating of the age of the fossil records of dead specimens indicate that 

the oldest dead man is 400,000 years while there is a long millions of years fossil records of 

dead animals, sea creatures and plants.  What is often forgotten is the fact the existence of 

fossils does not mean the validity of the theory of evolution.   Here again what is missing is the 

dimensions of existence of the life form as we go from lower form to the higher.  The theory of 

evolution assumes that matter is potent enough to grow into all life forms extending itself into 
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all dimensions into which it never existed.  In other words, matter must be God in order to 

indiscriminately enter into all dimensions.. 

If our interpretation of the fossil dating is correct, anatomically modern humans evolved from 

archaic Homo sapiens in the Middle Paleolithic, about 200,000 years ago.  Humans entered 

history late in the sixth epoch of the creation of cosmos and were unique with the breath from 

God directly. 

 The presentation of the people who argue against this long period of history of death on earth 

as presented by fossil record is given as follows: 

  

Thus on the basis of their interpretation of Genesis (the Word of God) the recent earth theory 

hold that the Cosmos was created by  God only over 6000 years ago, plus 6 days and death 

came in the whole creation as a result of the fall of Adam.  But we do have human like fossils 

in existence for around 100,000 years.    

There are other interpretation of the bible which allows for the scientific dates. 

One most probable error lies in the interpretation of the word “Yom” Day in the creation story.   
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• The word yom however does not mean in itself a day, leave alone 24 hours. It has to be 

inferred based on the circumstances.  

• The word yôm is accompanied by sequential numerical denotation and the language of 

‘evening and morning’ gives a prima facie case that regular 24-hour days are in view. 

However what I have found in all cases of argument is the assumption that these days – 

literal days – refer to the period of creation by God.  How can evening to morning refer 

to a whole day which should be from evening to evening? 

Leviticus 23:32  defines the Sabbath day as follows: 

“It is a day of sabbath rest for you, and you must deny yourselves. From the evening of the 

ninth day of the month until the following evening you are to observe your sabbath." 

This I feel is a problem of hermeneutics.   

The book of Genesis is written by Moses where he was writing about creation of which he has 

never seen.  How did he know these details.  Unless you believe the JEPD traditions which 

Moses collected together, the only other alternative is that he heard it from God while he was 

with God forty days.  What else was he doing up there.  Moses probably wrote all those in a 

diary.  Did God show him a movie of creation every night?  Probably.  It makes sense to say, 

“this is what I saw on Day 1 from evening to morning”  “it was evening and morning, day one”   

The reckoning of day probably has no connection with the historical creation process.  After all 

without the sun and the solar system, which came later the 24 hour day has no meaning.  The 

concept of hour itself came from there. 

 “Nature in the New Creation: New Testament Eschatology and the Environment,” Doug 

Moo published in Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 49 (2006) 449-88: 

This does not necessarily mean, however, that physical death itself was first introduced into 

the created world at the Fall. On the contrary, the necessary continuity between the world that 

God created (Genesis 1-2) and the world that we now observe suggests that physical decay 
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and death – an indispensable component of the created world as we know it – were likely 

present from the very beginning. To be sure, as Rom 5:12, for instance, makes clear, Adam 

introduced "death" into the world. But the "world" Paul has in view here is almost certainly the 

world of human beings (compare the roughly parallel vv. 18a and 19a), and the "death" to 

which Paul refers here is mainly (though not exclusively) spiritual death (compare again v. 12 

with vv. 18 and 19, where "condemnation" occurs). What was Adam's relation to death before 

the Fall, then? Some think, as Gerald Bray puts it, that Adam was "a mortal being who was 

protected from death as long as he was obedient to the commands of God: disobedience 

removed the protection, and Adam was allowed to complete the life cycle which was normal to 

his physical being" (Gerald L. Bray, "The Significance of God's Image in Man." TynBul 42 

[1991] 216). But it is preferable to think of Adam as possessing conditional immortality, with 

physical death as "a possibility arising from his constitution" (Blocher, In the Beginning, 184-87 

[187]).  

The problem here seems to be total disregard of  presence of all the dimensions of cosmos in 

existence.  Sin was not introduced into this world by man.  Bible clearly indicate the presence 

of sin long before the creation of man.  That is exactly why the Serpent was in Eden.  Who was 

the first sinner? Adam or the Serpent?  The identity of the Serpent as the Devil is clearly made 

in the Bible.  Devil was sometimes associated with the name Lucifer. Though we do not have 

details of the fall of Lucifer, there is references to it and church doctrine clearly refers to it.  

What was the result of that fall in the cosmos?   
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http://www.comereason.org/theo_issues/theo022.asp#ixzz2wYkKX9a2 

 When God created everything, He saw that it was all good (Gen. 1:31). 

• On the sixth day of creation, God created a "garden in the East" and placed Adam and 

Eve there to care for it (Gen 2:8, for more this see "Does Genesis 1 Contradict Genesis 

2?") 

• God instructed Adam to eat from any tree but the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil, "for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die" (Gen. 2:17) 

You'll note that nothing in the Genesis account states that there was no death at all, it only 

implies that Adam would not die unless he disobeyed God's command. 

However, many people believe there was no death at all before Adam. They base their 

argument mainly on two passages in the book of Romans. Paul, in writing his epistle t the 

Roman, laid out our need for a savior and the glorious hope we have in Christ. In Romans 5: 

12 he writes "Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned". Paul here shows that Adam's actions 

reached beyond himself and Eve; his sin caused death for all men. 

Later, in Romans 8, Paul explains that Adam's sin also had consequences for the rest of God's 

creation. Starting in verse 21 we read "the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 

corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole 

creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 

eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body" (Rom. 8:21-23). So, because 

Romans says death entered through sin and there was no sin until Adam and Eve sinned in 

the garden, it is believed that there was no death. 

1. What Type of Death? 
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 Y.. When we look more closely at Genesis 2, we see that God said "in the day you eat from it 

you shall surely die." But Adam didn't die physically in the very same day that he ate from the 

tree. In fact, he fathered Cain, Abel, Seth and other children and lived a total of 930 years! 

Now it may be true that the natural aging process we experience began in Adam on that day 

(to some extent at least), but in order for God's word to be accurate, the idea of death has to 

mean something other than cessation of biological life. 

One point I always make in speaking of passages such as these is that it's important to 

remember that in the Bible death always speaks of separation, not annihilation. Sometimes 

this can mean separating the soul from the body as in physical death. But it can also mean 

separating the soul from God, which is defined as spiritual death or "dead in our sins" (Col 

2:13, Eph 2:5). 

It is this spiritual death that Paul is speaking of in Romans 5 and indeed throughout the entire 

book of Romans. The whole purpose of Romans is to show that the Jews are dead in their sins 

because they have the Law and the gentiles are dead in their sins because God gave them a 

law unto themselves. In Romans 8 he continues this analogy, writing "the mind set on the flesh 

is death... Because the mind set on the flesh is hostile towards God." (Rom 8:6,7). 

Even if we were to grant that Romans 5 was speaking of physical death, Paul makes it clear 

that the "death through sin" applies to mankind. The verse says "death spread to all men 

because all sinned", not death spread to everything. Paul's comments about death entering the 

world are directed toward men only. 

2. "God Saw That it Was Good" 

Another objection people have with the idea of death before the fall comes from the idea of 

God creating imperfection. They reason that when God created the heavens and the earth, He 

saw all that He made and said it was very good (Gen. 1:31). So, how could there be death in 

God's perfect creation? 

This objection stems from a misunderstanding of the role of death. Since God is the Creator, 

He has the prerogative of creating certain things for limited use. Just because something dies 
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doesn't mean that death is necessarily a bad thing. For example, in order for consumption to 

occur, something must die. We know that God gave Adam and Eve freedom to eat of all the 

fruit in the Garden but one. Fruit is a living thing, but once Adam ate of it, it would die. It's not a 

bad thing that this fruit died, for it provided nourishment to Adam, and thus fulfilled its purpose. 

Jesus teaches us this concept in John 12:24. He says, "except a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit." And since seeds and fruit 

were part of God's original creative act (Gen. 1:11), then it stands to reason that God intended 

these to bring forth greater fruit through their death. 

Because death did exist, it would be disingenuous for Christians to infer a young earth from 

this point alone. Also, this doesn't measure into the evolution debate in either direction. We 

must look to other reasons why evolution is false. (For more on this, see our article "Is it more 

reasonable to believe in Creation over Evolution".) 

I hope this discussion has helped you in your understanding of death and the role it plays in 

creation. Although we can't know much of what the world was like before the fall, I think the 

evidence is clear that there must certainly have been some kind of death existing. But, like all 

of God's creation, He used this for a specific purpose and to His ultimate glory. Let me know if 

you have any other questions.  
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C 

FALL OF LUCIFER 

There are three main views concerning when Satan’s fall into sin took place.   

1. Satan's fall took place in the gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2  It is usually known as 

the "gap theory."   

It arises from the statement of the  initial condition of creation - namely,  tohu wa-bohu, 

formless and void. There is evidence that the sentence “And the earth was without form and 

void” (tohu v’bohu) indicates destruction, not simply primitive creation. This phrase is rendered 

more strongly elsewhere  in other ancient versions. For example, the Chaldee Version has 

“But the earth had become desert and empty,” the Septuagint has “But the earth had become 

unfurnished and empty,” and the Aramaic has “And the earth had become ruined and 

uninhabited.” 

This view teaches that God originally created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1), including 

angels.  They  believe that in the so-called gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 there is a vast 

amount of time, even millions of years. During this time many things are said to have 

happened, such as Satan's fall into sin. 

2. Satan's fall took place in the gap between Genesis chapter 2 and Genesis chapter 3 

  These people hold to a recent earth theory where the age of earth is not much more than 

6000 years or so and they hold to a literal six day creation week.    Since the angels, including 

Lucifer, are part of all that is in heaven, they conclude that the creation of Lucifer took place 

during the six days of creation.    "And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it 

was very good.  Yet within Eden was this serpent.  So the fall of Lucifer must have taken place 

sometime before the 6th day of creation.   
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3. The fall of Satan took place prior to Genesis chapter 1 

The position that the fall of Satan took place prior to Genesis chapter one assumes that the 

creation of Satan (Lucifer) and his fall both took place prior to Genesis 1:1 and that his fall took 

place prior to the creation of Adam and Eve and not after their creation.  

Did this fall of Satan had any consequential death within the cosmos?  Since the wages of sin 

is death, where can this death come in the cosmos other than the first Sin and with all the 

cosmic powers of the Angelic Lucifer.  Like Adam, Lucifer was a son of God.  The details of 

this are not revealed in the Bible because it is given to man and the portions relevant to us 

alone are given.  Most probably the severity of the sin came to earth as these fallen angels 

brought it to the earth as given below. 

 

Here is the description of the fall of Lucifer in  Ezekiel 28:. “ In the pride of your heart you say, 

“I am a god; I sit on the throne of a god  in the heart of the seas.” But you are a mere mortal 

and not a god, though you think you are as wise as a godYY You were in Eden, the garden 

of GodQQYour heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your 

wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth.“  
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Origen (184/185 – 253/254) interpreted such Old Testament passages as being about 

manifestations of the Devil. Tertullian (c. 160 – c. 225),  also understood Isaiah 14:14 ("I will 

ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High") as spoken by the 

Devil.  Merrill Unger in his book on demonology, argued that this segment of Ezekiel’s work 

spoke of the ancient fall of Satan (p. 15; cf. Coffman, 285ff). Similarly, C.H. Pember, in his 

book Earth’s Earliest Ages, contended for this view in his defense of the “gap theory,” which 

was an effort to harmonize the Genesis record with secular geology.” 

Apparently, this represents the actual beginning of sin in the universe—preceding the fall of the 

human Adam by an indeterminate time. Sin originated in the free will of Lucifer in which—with 

full understanding of the issues involved—he chose to rebel against the Creator.  This mighty 

angelic being was rightfully judged by God: “I threw you to the earth” (Ezekiel 28:18). This 

doesn’t mean that Satan had no further access to heaven, for other Scripture verses clearly 

indicate that Satan maintained this access even after his fall (Job 1:6-12; Zechariah 3:1,2). 

However, Ezekiel 28:18 indicates that Satan was absolutely and completely cast out of God’s 

heavenly government and his place of authority (Luke 10:18). 

Wickedness of man grew greatly in the earth 

"Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters 

were born to them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; 

and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. And the LORD said, 'My Spirit 

shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and 

twenty years.' There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons 

of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the 

mighty men who were of old, men of renown. Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man 

was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved 

in His heart. So the LORD said, 'I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
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earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made 

them.' But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD." (Genesis 6:1-8) 

The reference to the sons of God seems to imply beings very similar to humanoids who fell 

under the choice like Adam brought in severe sin into earth and as a result “the wickedness of 

man was great in the earth,” to the extent “that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was 

only evil continually.”   It remained so till the great destruction by flood.  

Soon after the flood God gave mankind permission to eat flesh without blood.  But until that 

time man was not permitted to eat flesh. They were vegetarians. 

 

Gen 9:1-4 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 

and replenish the earth.  And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of 

the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the 

fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.  Every moving thing that liveth shall be 

meat [food] for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.  But flesh with the life 

thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

95 

 

 

Many centuries after the text of Genesis was written, we find the prophet Isaiah predicting a 

Messianic era, in the famous verses Is.11:6-7: 

"The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,  

The leopard lie down with the kid,  

The calf and the beast of prey shall feed together,  

With a little child to lead them.  

The cow and the bear shall graze,  

Their young shall lie down together,  

And the lion, like the ox, shall eat straw. 

Isaiah repeats this in 65:25:  

"The wolf and the lamb shall graze together,  

And the lion shall eat straw like the ox."  

So, according to the Bible, all creatures were vegetarians in the Edenic state and will be so 

again in the eventual Messianic era. It's consistent with the notion that death will be abolished 

in the Messianic era.  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

DEATH AND THEN WHAT? 

 

A 

IN DYING YOU SHALL DIE 

Genesis 2:17: “ ‘But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall surely die’  

 

The part translated as “you shall surely die” in Hebrew is , which literally 

translated is “in dying you shall die.” 

 

The same phrase occurs in Numbers 26:65  God told the Israelites shortly after they came out 
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of Egypt to go into the land of Canaan and take possession of it They refused to take 

possession being afraid of the Anakims.  God says that because the adult Jews (20 years and 

older) refused to trust and obey God and go into the Promise Land they will all die and none 

(except the two believing) will enter the Promise land.  So, dying they did all die over a period 

of 40 years.   

This would indicate that dying is to be a process.  The process of death started from that very 

day as a result of the cursing of the ground. Actually Adam lived 930 years. (2 Peter 3: 8 With 

the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day." Thus Adam died 

within "a Day" in that sense.)  

All living dies as a process.  Death is not an instantaneous event. Each individual cells within 

the body have a finite life span.   When they die off they are replaced with new cells by the life 

force. There are over 50 trillion cells in the human body. 

 

The regeneration process, unfortunately, doesn't continue forever and is influenced by our 

lifestyle habits and behaviors.  

Each kind of tissue has its own lifecycle, depending in part on the workload endured by its 

cells. For example,  

• adult humans produce their body weight in red blood cells, white cells, and platelets 

every seven years" (M.C. Mackey, "Cell Kinetic Status of Haematopoietic Stem Cells," 

Cell Proliferation, Vol 34 Issue 2 p71, April 2001),  

• The surface layer of the skin, known as the epidermis, is recycled every two weeks  

• The cells lining the stomach last only five days, 

• it takes only two years for all of the cells of the liver to be replaced by new ones 

(Nicholas Wade, "Your Body Is Younger than You Think," The New York Times 2005,).  
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• The skeletal system takes ten years to renew as bone-dissolving and bone-rebuilding 

cells work together to remodel it (Kirsty L. Spalding, Ratan D. Bhardwaj, Bruce A. 

Bucholz, Henrik Druid, and Jonas Frisen. Department of Cell and Molecular Biology 

Medical Nobel Institute. Department of Forensic Medicine Karolinska Institute, 

Stockholm Sweden. Cell, Vol 122, 133-143, July 15, 2005.).  

• Fat cells are replaced at the rate of about 10%  per year in adults. So you could say that 

on average, human beings replace all their fat cells about every ten years. 

Interestingly and significantly there are three exception to this decay process: 

• Neurons in the cerebral cortex are never replaced. There are no neurons added to 

your cerebral cortex after birth. Any cerebral cortex neurons that die are not replaced. 

(Jonas Frisen, "Neocortical Nerve Cells Are Not Renewed New Method Shows," 

Medline News Today, August 15, 2006). 

• Cardiomyocyte heart cells are replaced at a reducing rate as we age. At age 25, 

about 1% of cells are replaced every year. Replacement slows gradually to about 0.5% 

at age 70. Even in people who have lived a very long life, less than half of the 

cardiomyocyte cells have been replaced. Those that aren’t replaced have been there 

since birth. 

•  cells in the inner portion of the crystalline lens of our eyes. Lens cells are like skin cells 

in structure, but are totally unlike skin in lifespan. The skin renews itself daily; whereas 

the lens never loses cells. The lens does add more cells to the outside of the lens, but 

the oldest ones inside have been there since before birth. 

As a physicist I see three possibilities for the material world which made up the body of  Adam 

and Eve. 

1. All process of the material realm was iso-entropic. Adam and Eve remained youthful as they 

were created.  It does not mean they never would have had children, not that there would not 

be any changes or events in the world they lived. This I believe was the situation before the 
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fall. 

2. All process will follow the entropic increase with every process.  This will eventually lead to 

death and dissolution of body.  This evidently is the intention of God as he cursed the earth 

(material world) in order to relieve man of eternal suffering because of selfishness that was 

sown in the human community and in every living.  My contention is that it was this that 

introduced the law that pervades the whole material realm. 

3.  The final possibility was everything goes from order to higher order - from glory unto glory.   

The third possibility of growing into maturity and growing into fullness as a Son of God was 

God wanted the Adamic race to attain.   

The eating of the Tree of knowledge (to live by his own reasoning and science and technology) 

as a definite choice by both Adam and Eve in disobedience to God's commandment as a The 

eating of the fruit of the tree of life after the fall would have made the eternal hell life for all 

humanity.  In order to avoid this God threw them out of the garden of Eden and put a watch 

over the tree. And then God imposed the entropy increase law so that Man will die as a result 

of slow decay.  All living will rest from their toil until God is able to reverse this law leading to 

the appearance of the Sons of God and making of all things as new. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, defines death as "the separation of the soul and the body,"  Medical 

advances and technology have only made it tougher to determine when a person is, in fact, 

dead. In many cases apparently dead could be revived through CPR and electric shocks.  Two 

major signs have been breathing and heart beat.  

There are three different definitions of "death" which have been used by the modern medical 

community: Heart-Lung Failur,  Whole-Brain Death, and Higher-Brain Death. 
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"Aging, and eventually dying, is a consequence of the accumulation of damage to an organism 

over time. There is wear and tear on DNA, from chemicals in the environment, or radiation, or 

copying errors. Cells may not divide correctly, and proteins can misfold, leading to gradual 

deterioration of tissues, or catastrophic disease and system shutdown. Yet this sorry 

progression,  has a logic: “The strategy that nature seems to use over and over is to let cells 

and organisms that have accumulated all this damage die off—and give their progeny a fresh 

start to go on and conquer the world.”  

“There is no theoretical reason why organisms couldn’t have evolved to be immortal.”   

Ernest Fraenkel, Professor of Biological Engineering at MIT. 

But no life form has evolved that is immortal. 

But there is a practical reason why sin has produced death.  One of the fundamental principle 

on which the Darwinian Evolution proponents stand is the idea that humans and all other 

organisms are merely ‘survival machines’, designed by our genes as a means for their own 

perpetuation. Soon after the fall, the genes developed self centered organisms as survival 

machines- which mean that each life form is programmed to take advantage of every situation 

to furthers its own personal needs. They fought for whatever is necessary for their glory and 

survival. Fast reproduction and sexual reproduction were indeed necessary for the survival of 

the species as an extension of this personal selfishness.  This competition within the species 
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requires death of older and the weak to give way to new generation in new environment.  So, if 

the old does not die, the young will kill the old, and as an extension it goes into all wider 

domains of existence.  The dominant tribe will annihilate the other tribes if possible.  The 

dominant nation will annihilate or make other nations their slaves and so on.  This is reflected 

in the tribal history all around the world.  This is stated clearly as a Darwinian principle- 

principle of the self centered organisms of the fallen world.    

 

Every organism needs to obtain energy in order to live. For example, plants get energy from 

the sun, some animals eat plants, and some animals eat other animals. 

A food chain is the sequence of who eats whom in a biological community (an ecosystem) to 

obtain nutrition. A food chain starts with the primary energy source, usually the sun or boiling-

hot deep sea vents. The next link in the chain is an organism, that make its own food from the 

primary energy source -- an example is photosynthetic plants that make their own food from 

sunlight (using a process called photosynthesis) and chemosynthetic bacteria that make their 

food energy from chemicals in hydrothermal vents. These are called autotrophs or primary 

producers. 
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Next come organisms that eat the autotrophs; these organisms are called herbivores or 

primary consumers -- an example is a rabbit that eats grass. 

The next link in the chain is animals that eat herbivores - these are called secondary 

consumers -- an example is a snake, that eat rabbits. 

In turn, these animals are eaten by larger predators -- an example is an owl that eats snakes. 

The tertiary consumers are eaten by quaternary consumers -- an example is a hawk that eats 

owls. Each food chain end with a top predator, and animal with no natural enemies (like an 

alligator, hawk, or polar bear and man). 

“Death is really a great blessing for humanity without it there could be no real progress. People 

who lived for ever would not any hamper and discourage the young, but they would 

themselves lack sufficient Stimulus to be creative.” 

 Alfred Adler   

(Austrian psychiatrist whose influential system of individual psychology introduced the term 

inferiority feeling, later widely and often inaccurately called inferiority complex, 1870-1937) 
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B 

PLANTS ARE FOR HEALING 

“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.” 

 

 

 

Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose 

Indian scientist Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, from Bengal, began to conduct experiments on 

plants in the year 1900. He suggested that every plant and every part of a plant appeared to 

have a sensitive nervous system and responded to shock by a spasm just as an animal 

muscle does. In addition Bose found that plants grew more quickly amidst pleasant music and 

more slowly amidst loud noise or harsh sounds. He also claimed that plants can "feel pain, 

understand affection etc.," from the analysis of the nature of variation of the cell membrane 

potential of plants under different circumstances. According to him, a plant treated with care 
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and affection gives out a different vibration compared to a plant subjected to torture. Plant 

perception or bio-communication is the idea that plants are sentient, that they respond to 

humans in a manner that amounts to ESP and that they experience pain and fear. 

Recent research has shown that plants can respond to electrical impulses, but their lack of a 

central nervous system and nociceptive A delta fibers implies that plants have no feeling of 

pain.  The theory is dismissed by scientists because plants lack a nervous system.  The notion 

that plants are capable of feeling emotions was first recorded in 1848, when Dr. Gustav 

Theodor Fechner, a German experimental psychologist, suggested that plants are capable of 

emotions and that one could promote healthy growth with talk, attention, attitude, and affection.  

 

The mythbusters TV series broadcasted experiments in Season 4, Episode 18, 2006 which 

also came to the same conclusion that plants have no feeling of pain using polygraphs and 

other devises.  

The idea fits in with the classification of Jainism where even within the vegetatbles there is a 

hierarchy indicating existence of several lower dimensions which we are not aware of. In 

Jewish tradition the hierarchy divides all life form upto seven levels.   Vegetative life thus falls 

just above non-living and is the gateway of life form in the material world.  According to biblical 

verses they were created to repair deficiencies of the living and prolong life. 

 

 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

105 

 

At the command of God "the earth brought forth green (אq�), seed yielding herb (ב� ,((breh)ע

and fruit-bearing fruit-trees (רי עץ�)."  

These three classes embrace all the productions of the vegetable kingdom.  

 q�, lit., the young, tender green, which shoots up after rain and covers the meadowsא •

and downs (2 Samuel 23:4; Job 38:27; Joel 2:22; Psalm 23:2), is a generic name for all 

grasses and cryptogamous plants. 

 yielding or forming seed, is used as a generic term for ,זרע מזריע with the epithet ,ע�ב  •

all herbaceous plants, corn, vegetables, and other plants by which seed-pods are 

formed.  

 not only fruit-trees, but all trees and shrubs, bearing fruit in which there is a seed :פרי עץ •

according to its kind, i.e., fruit with kernels. הארץ על (upon the earth) is not to be joined 

to "fruit-tree," as though indicating the superior size of the trees which bear seed above 

the earth, in distinction from vegetables which propagate their species upon or in the 

ground; for even the latter bear their seed above the earth. 

This will explain why until the flood the food prescribed for man and beast were vegetables. 

 

Basic word for death in Hebrew is  ( מ�ת  mwt) and it is used manily for man (Genesis 25:8) 

and animals (Genesis 33:13; Leviticus 11:39).   The only mention of ( מ�ת /mwt) referring to a 

plant is in Job 14:8 were the stump of a tree is said to die. This is a common objection to the 

argument that plants don’t die. However, a closer look at the context of Job 14:8 shows that 

the tree is not really dead but only appears so (Job 14:7–9) because it continues to spring forth 

even after that with water. Thus in general the Old Testament the permanent cessation of 

breathing ls the end of life on earth (Job 34:14–15; Psalm 104:29; 146:4). 

 

Death in its final analysis according to the Old Testament is the permanent cessation of 

breathing and the end of life (Job 34:14–15; Psalm 104:29; 146:4).  
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Jainism which is strictly vegetarian and non-killing religion in the world has identified plants as 

two types 

1. Vanaspatikäya or Plant Bodied Jiva: 

It is well known that plants grow, reproduce, etc., and they are accepted as living beings. 

Trees, plants, branches, flowers, leaves, seeds, etc. are some examples of plant life. The 

Sanskrit term for plant is vanaspati and therefore such jivas are called vanaspatikäya jiva. 

A plant life can have one or more souls in a single body and, depending upon this, plant life is 

further divided into the following two sub-categories: 

Pratyek Vanaspatikäya Jiva: 

Pratyek means special one. Such plant life have one soul in one body. Therefore, they are 

called pratyek vanaspatikäya.  

Trees, plants, bushes, stem, branches, leaves, and seeds, etc., are all examples of pratyek 

vanaspatikäya jiva.  

 

Sädhäran Vanaspatikäya Jiva: 

Sädhäran means common. In such plant life many souls occupy the same body making this 

type of plant life multi-organic. Therefore, such plant life is called sädhäran vanaspatikäya jiva. 

This kind of plants life have an infinite number of souls in one body are called "Anantkäya". 

Roots such as potatoes, carrots, onions, garlic, beats, etc., belong to this category. 
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Andrew Nimmo of  Centre for Thomistic Studies, Australia gives the following description 

regarding souls of vegetables and animals   

(http://www.cts.org.au/2000/soulsandspirits.htm)   

Vegetative Soul 

The vegetative soul is that which gives life to a plant. It is the lowest soul but not the 

lowest substantial form. The lowest substantial forms, which are not souls, are those of 

non-living things. The distance between vegetative life and non-living creation is infinite 

because it is the difference between be and be-not (and there is no middle between 

these). The vegetative soul is therefore infinitely superior to the substantial forms of 

inanimate things (e.g. water, gold, nitrogen). The vegetative soul is the root or radical 

principle of the plant's powers and acts: nutrition, growth and generation. The vegetative 

soul is formally one i.e. is one soul and virtually one i.e. has the power of one soul. The 

vegetative soul is intrinsically dependent on matter and returns to the potency of matter 

when the body fails. 

Sensitive Soul 

The sensitive soul is that which gives life to a brute (animal). The sensitive soul is infinitely 

superior to the vegetative soul because it confers on the animal the ability to know and 

desire. Animals are knowers and plants are non-knowers - this is the difference between 

be and be-not, an infinite gulf. 

 

The sensitive soul is the root or radical principle of the animal's powers and acts: 

vegetative functions, senses and sensations, sense appetites and passions. The sensitive 
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soul is formally one i.e. is one soul and virtually two i.e. has the power of two souls - 

vegetative and sensitive. For the animal has the perfection of the plant and more. The 

sensitive soul is intrinsically dependent on matter and returns to the potency of matter 

when the body of the animal fails. 

Human Soul 

The human soul is that which gives life to a man. The human soul is both a soul and a 

spirit, but it is not two things - it is one spiritual soul. Because it is spiritual the human soul 

is created immediately by God in the body prepared by the parents - it is not educed from 

the potency of matter. The human soul being spiritual is also immortal and so it lives on 

after the body dies. The human soul is not only a principle of life, it is also a thing in itself - 

as a spirit - and can thus exist without the body. 

 

The human soul is infinitely superior to the souls of animals and plants because it is 

spiritual and immortal and has the properties of intellect and free will. The human soul 

united with its body is the root or radical principle of all man's acts, habits and powers. 

Because man is both corporeal and spiritual certain of his powers are organic i.e. belonging 

to body and soul, and others are inorganic i.e. belonging to the soul alone. The organic 

powers e.g. nutrition, sight, imagination, irascible appetite etc have organs in the body and 

fail when the body dies. They are said to remain radically in the separated soul. The 

inorganic powers, i.e. intellect and will, are spiritual and so have no organ in the body, but 

continue to exist and operate in the soul when it is separated from the body at death. 

 

The human soul is formally one i.e. is one soul and virtually three i.e. has the power of 

three, vegetative, sensitive and intellective.  
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

RELIGIOUS  BELIEFS ON DEATH AND AFTERWARDS 

A  

JEWISH BELIEFS ON DEATH 

 

Traditional Judaism firmly believes that death is not the end of human existence. However, 

because Judaism is primarily focused on life here and now rather than on the afterlife, Judaism 

does not have much dogma about the afterlife, and leaves a great deal of room for personal 

opinion.  Orthodox Jewish belief covers a wide range of possibilities: 

• the souls of the righteous dead go to heaven, or souls of the wicked are tormented by 

demons of their own creation 

• they are reincarnated through many lifetimes, or  

• they simply wait until the coming of the messiah, when they will be resurrected.  

• souls of the wicked ceases to exist. 
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The Torah indicates in several places that the righteous will be reunited with their loved ones 

after death, while the wicked will be excluded from this reunion. 

Gen. 25:8 (Abraham), 25:17 (Ishmael), 35:29 (Isaac), 49:33 (Jacob), Deut. 32:50 (Moses and 

Aaron) II Kings 22:20 (King Josiah). are spoken as   "gathered to their people." This gathering 

is described as a separate event from the physical death of the body or the burial, indicative of 

a divine realm where the righteous are united together.  For those who are anti-social and 

commits unforgivable sin are said to be "cut off from his people." Gen. 17:14 (uncircumcised 

man) and Ex. 31:14 (who violates sabbath). This punishment is referred to as kareit (kah-

REHYT) which literally means, "cutting off,"  translated as "spiritual excision", and it means that 

the soul loses its portion in the World to Come. 

The philosophical implication of life after death evolved only after the return from exile. Before 

the Exile, the Hebrews believed that the soul after death went to a house of dust which they 

called "Sheol," to abide for a brief time before fading completely from existence. This belief 

was identical to all other Semitic versions of the afterlife. Therefore, Hebraism was primarily a 

this-world religion before the Exile.  It was the exile period that formed the later concepts of 

Judaism. 

The Persians where the Jews lived during the exile assimilated many of the Zoroatrian beliefs.  

contact with Zoroastrian monotheism influenced Jewish monotheism. They believed that the 

souls of the good would reunite with the principle of good in eternal bliss; the souls of the evil 

would reunite with the principle evil to suffer until the final defeat of evil. This was necessary to 

explain the cosmic justice. One of the words for "heaven" in the Bible is Paradise - and this 

word, from the ancient Iranian words pairi-daeza, "enclosed garden," is one of the very few 

definite Persian loan-words in the Bible. 

A clear statement of resurrection and after life can be seen in Dan. 12:2  
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Dan 12:1-2 But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—

will be delivered.  Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting 

life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 

 

After the return from exile by the time of Jesus there were essentially two differing groups of 

Jewish sects : the Pharisees and the Saducces 

 

Pharisaic views were non-creedal and non-dogmatic, and heterogeneous. No single tractate 

of the key Rabbinic texts, the Mishnah and the Talmud, is devoted to theological issues; these 

texts are concerned primarily with interpretations of Jewish law, and anecdotes about the 

sages and their values. Only one chapter of the Mishnah deals with theological issues; it 

asserts that three kinds of people will have no share in "the world to come:"  

• those who deny the resurrection of the dead,  

• those who deny the divinity of the Torah, and  

• Epicureans who deny divine supervision of human affairs 

 

The Pharisees believed in immortal souls, resurrection and reincarnation. "but that the souls of 

good men only are removed into other bodies" and a form of heaven and hell "and that under 

the earth there will be rewards or punishments", only good souls can reincarnate "but that the 

former shall have power to revive and live again;" 
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The Sadducees on the other hand rejected the Oral Law as proposed by the Pharisees. They 

saw the Torah as the sole source of divine authority. According to Josephus, the Sadducees 

believed that: 

• There is no fate 

• God does not commit evil 

• man has free will; “man has the free choice of good or evil” 

• the soul is not immortal; there is no afterlife, and 

• there are no rewards or penalties after death 

The Sadducees rejected the belief in resurrection of the dead, which was a central tenet 

believed by Pharisees and by Early Christians. The Sadducees supposedly believed in the 

traditional Jewish concept of Sheol for those who had died.. The Sadducees did not believe in 

the immortality of the soul or a heaven or hell following death. 

 

Josephus describes the Essene view of an afterlife as similar to the Greeks in that "the body is 

corruptible... but ...the soul is immortal."  The "virtuous souls" go to a pleasant "abode beyond 

the ocean", while the "base souls" go to a "murkey and tempestuous dungeon." 
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B 

OLAM HABA AND GILGUL 

 

In Judaism in general the afterlife is called olam habah, or the World to Come. This is the place 

where the righteous souls go to after death - the World of Souls.  It's a place where souls exist 

in a disembodied state, enjoying the pleasures of closeness to God. The World of 

Resurrection, by contrast is a world, where the body and soul are reunited to live eternally in a 

truly perfected state. That world will only first come into being after the Messiah and will be 

initiated by an event known as the "Great Day of Judgment,"(Yom HaDin HaGadol)   

 

However by providing a body which may be non-material or even material will lead to the 

concept of reincarnation. Later Jewish thought did include this possibility as a Babylonian 

influence in Kabbalah where it is called Gilgul/Gilgul neshamot/Gilgulei Ha Neshamot (  גלגול 

     .(,הנשמות

 

"As long as a person is unsuccessful in his purpose in this world, the Holy One, blessed be He, 

uproots him and replants him over and over again." (Zohar I 186) 

 

gil�gul  [Sephardic Hebrew: geel-gool; Ashkenazic Hebrew: gil-gool]   

the soul of a dead person that passes into another living body to assume a new existence and 

atone for past sins. 

literally: transmigration, metamorphosis rolling, revolving 
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It comes from the words galgal (circle/round) and Gilgal (places of stone circles mentioned in 

the Bible). It actually refers to mystical rounds of ascent of the souls in the spiritual life/world.  

 

Gilgal Refaim- Ancient Stone Circle in Israel 

 

The notion of reincarnation, is not an essential tenet of traditional Judaism.  

It is not mentioned 

•  in traditional classical sources such as the Tanakh ("Hebrew Bible"),  

• In the classical rabbinic works (Mishnah and Talmud), or  

• In the Maimonides' 13 Principles of Faith.   

In the Zohar, on the other hand, in Parashat Mishpatim, under the title Saba deMishpatim (the 

Old Man or the Grandfather of Parashat Mishpatim), the secrets of reincarnation are discussed 

at length. 

The Zohar (Hebrew: זַֹהר, lit Splendor or Radiance) is the foundational work in the literature 

of Jewish mystical thought known as Kabbalah. It is a group of books including commentary on 

the mystical aspects of the Torah (the five books of Moses) and scriptural interpretations as 

well as material on Mysticism, mythical cosmogony, and mystical psychology. The Zohar 

contains a discussion of the nature of God, the origin and structure of the universe, the nature 

of souls, redemption, the relationship of Ego to Darkness and "true self" to "The Light of God," 

and the relationship between the "universal energy" and man. Its scriptural exegesis can be 

considered an esoteric form of the Rabbinic literature known as Midrash, which elaborates on 

the Torah. 
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The Zohar is mostly written in what has been described as an exalted, eccentric style of 

Aramaic. Aramaic was the day-to-day language of Israel in the Second Temple period (539 

BCE – 70 CE), was the original language of large sections of the biblical books of Daniel and 

Ezra, and is the main language of the Talmud. 

The Zohar first appeared in Spain in the 13th century, and was published by a Jewish writer 

named Moses de Leon. De Leon ascribed the work to Shimon bar Yochai ("Rashbi"), a rabbi of 

the 2nd century during the Roman persecution who, according to Jewish legend, hid in a cave 

for thirteen years studying the Torah and was inspired by the Prophet Elijah to write the Zohar. 

This accords with the traditional claim by adherents that Kabbalah is the concealed part of the 

Oral Torah 

 

The Zohar was censured by many rabbis because it propagated many superstitious beliefs, 

and produced a host of mystical dreamers, whose over-heated imaginations peopled the world 

with spirits, demons, and all kinds of good and bad influences. Many classical rabbis, 

especially Maimonides, viewed all such beliefs as a violation of Judaism's principles of faith..  

 

The teachings of the Zohar contains some aspects of Christian dogmas, such as the fall and 

redemption of man, and the dogma of the Trinity.  

 

They are then further expanded upon by the Ari HaKadosh, Rabbi Yitzhak Luria, in a book 

dedicated to this subject, Shaar HaGilgulim, The Gate of Reincarnations. 16th-century Lurianic 

doctrine was the first time that Kabbalah focused on gilgul, 

 Isaac (ben Solomon) Luria Ashkenazi (1534 – 1572), commonly known as "Ha'ARI"  

(meaning "The Lion"), "Ha'ARI Hakadosh" [the holy ARI] or "ARIZaL" [the ARI, Of Blessed 

Memory (Zikhrono Livrakha)], was a foremost rabbi and Jewish mystic in the community of 

Safed in the Galilee region of Ottoman Palestine. He is considered the father of contemporary 

Kabbalah, his teachings being referred to as Lurianic Kabbalah. While his direct literary 
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contribution to the Kabbalistic school of Safed was extremely minute (he wrote only a few 

poems), his spiritual fame led to their veneration and the acceptance of his authority. The 

works of his disciples compiled his oral teachings into writing. Every custom of the Ari was 

scrutinized, and many were accepted, even against previous practice. Hence these traditions 

should be taken with a pinch of salt. Ari HaKadosh, Rabbi Yitzhak Luria  

The belief is universal in Hasidic Judaism, which regards the Kabbalah as sacred and 

authoritative.  

 

It is concerned with the process of individual Tikkun (Rectification) of the soul. In Kabbalistic 

interpretation, each Jewish soul is reincarnated enough times only in order to fulfil each of 

the 613 Mitzvot.  

 According the historian Josephus in The Antiquities of the Jews we read that, among the 

Jews, there were three different opinions: (1) Essens, (2) Pharisees, (3) Sadducees. 

The Antiquities of the Jews. Book 18, Chapter 1 

2. "The Jews had for a great while had three sects of philosophy peculiar to themselves; the 

sect of the Essens, and the sect of the Sadducees, and the third sort of opinions was that of 

those called Pharisees;Y (Pharisees) also believe that souls have an immortal rigor in them, 

and that under the earth there will be rewards or punishments, according as they have lived 

virtuously or viciously in this life; and the latter are to be detained in an everlasting prison, but 

that the former shall have power to revive and live again;Y.. 

 

4. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is this: That souls die with the bodies; 

 

5. The doctrine of the Essens is this: That all things are best ascribed to God. They teach the 

immortality of souls, and esteem that the rewards of righteousness are to be earnestly striven 

for; and when they send what they have dedicated to God into the temple," 
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The Wars of the Jews, Book 2, Chapter 8 

2. "For there are three philosophical sects among the Jews. The followers of the first of which 

are the Pharisees; of the second, the Sadducees; and the third sect, which pretends to a 

severer discipline, are called EssensY.. 

 

11. For (Essens) doctrine is this: That bodies are corruptible, and that the matter they are 

made of is not permanent; but that the souls are immortal, and continue forever; and that 

they come out of the most subtile air, and are united to their bodies as to prisons, into which 

they are drawn by a certain natural enticement; but that when they are set free from the bonds 

of the flesh, they then, as released from a long bondage, rejoice and mount upward. And this is 

like the opinions of the Greeks, that good souls have their habitations beyond the ocean, in a 

region that is neither oppressed with storms of rain or snow, or with intense heat, but that this 

place is such as is refreshed by the gentle breathing of a west wind, that is perpetually blowing 

from the ocean; while they allot to bad souls a dark and tempestuous den, full of never-ceasing 

punishments. And indeed the Greeks seem to me to have followed the same notion, when they 

allot the islands of the blessed to their brave men, whom they call heroes and demi-gods; and 

to the souls of the wicked, the region of the ungodly, in Hades, where their fables relate that 

certain persons, such as Sisyphus, and Tantalus, and Ixion, and Tityus, are punished; which is 

built on this first supposition, that souls are immortal; and thence are those exhortations to 

virtue and dehortations from wickedness collected; whereby good men are bettered in the 

conduct of their life by the hope they have of reward after their death; and whereby the 

vehement inclinations of bad men to vice are restrained, by the fear and expectation they are 

in, that although they should lie concealed in this life, they should suffer immortal punishment 

after their death. These are the Divine doctrines of the Essens about the soul, which lay an 

unavoidable bait for such as have once had a taste of their philosophy. 

 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

118 

 

14. But then as to the two other orders at first mentioned, the Pharisees .... They say that all 

souls are incorruptible, but that the souls of good men only are removed into other bodies, - 

but that the souls of bad men are subject to eternal punishment. 

But the Sadducees are those that compose the second order, ...... They also take away the 

belief of the immortal duration of the soul, and the punishments and rewards in Hades."  

 

There is no definite proof of the existence of the doctrine of gilgul in Judaism during the 

Second Temple period. There is no reference to reincarnation in the Talmud or any prior 

writings which is dated around 5th century AD.  In the post-talmudic period Anan b. David, the 

founder of Karaism, upheld this doctrine.  The doctrine of transmigration was prevalent from 

the second century onward among some Gnostic sects and especially among Manicheans and 

was maintained in several circles in the Christian Church. It is certainly through the Manichaen, 

the detailed re-incarnation theory became the dogma of the Indian Hinduism.  Among the 

Jews, the idea of reincarnation, called gilgul became popular in folk belief, and is found in 

much Yiddish literature among Ashkenazi Jews.  

 

In recent centuries this concept of gilgul has come to mean reincarnation under the influence 

of New Age and Eastern religions.  To interpret gilgul in terms of transmigration or 

reincarnation in material body over and over again is a gross misrepresentation of the initial 

concept of gilgul as seen in Judaism.  

 

In Judaism Gilgul was interpreted as a necessity for further opportunity for the souls to repair 

themselves a necessary Cosmic Tikkun (Messianic rectification).   It was probably  Ari, who 

pushed it to the extent that most of the babies that are born, are Gilgulim of “old” souls. (The 

Gates of Reincarnation).  Ari says: 

 ”דע, כי כמעט אין אדם בארץ אשר ימלט מגלגולים אלו“

“Know, that no person on earth can escape from these Gilgulim” 
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The Ari also claims that if a purified soul has neglected some religious duties on earth, it must 

return to the earthly life, and attaching itself to the soul of a living man, unite with it in order to 

make good such neglect.  

See http://www.gospeloutreach.net/soul_sleep_error.html 

Because of its importance of this subject I quote several articles which I believe provide 

additional insight below: 

JEWISH AUTHORITIES SUCH AS SAADIA GAON CONDEMNED SUCH BELIEFS.  
 

 
Saʻadiah ben Yosef Gaon (882-942 AD) of the tribe of Judah born in Egypt in the village of the ancient Pithom,was a 

prominent rabbi, Jewish philosopher, and exegete of the Geonic period. The first important rabbinic figure to write extensively 

in Arabic, he is considered the founder of Judeo-Arabic literature.  He translated the Torah into Arabic. 

 

The great Sage Saadia Gaon writes on Reincarnation in Emunoth veDeoth: 

"Yet, I must say that I have found certain people, who call themselves Jews, professing the 

doctrine of metempsychosis (reincarnation) which is designated by them as the theory of 

“transmigration” of souls. What they mean thereby is that the spirit of Ruben is transferred to 

Simon and afterwards to Levi and after that to Judah. Many of them would go so far as to 

assert that the spirit of a human being might enter into the body of a beast or that of a beast 

into the body of a human being, and other such nonsense and stupidities. This in itself, 

however, indicates how very foolish they are.  

 

For they take it for granted that the body of a man is capable of transforming the essence of 

the soul so as to make of it a human soul, after having been the soul of a beast.  

 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

120 

 

They assume, furthermore, that the soul itself is capable of transforming the essence of a 

human body to the point of endowing it with the traits of the beasts, even though its form be 

that of men. It was not sufficient for them, then, that they attributed to the soul a variable nature 

by not assigning to it an intrinsic essence, but they contradicted themselves when they 

declared the soul capable of transforming and changing the body, and the body capable of 

transforming and changing the soul. But such reasoning is a deviation from logic.  

 

The third [argument they present] is in the form of a logical argument. They say, namely: 

“Inasmuch as the Creator is just, it is inconceivable that he should occasion suffering to little 

children, unless it be for sins committed by their souls during the time that they were lodged in 

their former bodies.” This view is, however, subject to numerous refutations.  

 

The first is that they have forgotten what we have mentioned on the subject of compensation in 

the hereafter for misfortunes experienced in this world. Furthermore we should like to ask them 

what they conceive the original status of the soul to be – we mean its status when it is first 

created. Is it charged by its Master with any obligation to obey Him or not? If they allege that it 

is not so charged, then there can be no punishments for it either, since it was not charged with 

any obligations to begin with. If, on the other hand, they acknowledge the imposition of such a 

charge, in which case obedience and disobedience did not apply before, they thereby admit 

that God charges His servants with obligations on account of the future and not at all on 

account of the past. But then they return to our theory and are forced to give up their insistence 

on the view that man’s suffering in this world is due solely to his conduct in a previous 

existence."  
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                                       REINCARNATION AND JUDAISM 

http://aronbengilad.blogspot.com/2010/01/reincarnation-and-judaism.html 

 

One of the greatest and most secret and hidden concepts in Jewish Mysticism is the concepts 

of the World of Galgalim (Rounds/spheres). Perverted concepts of Gilgul which in English is 

translated as reincarnation has come to dominate in certain branches of Judaism eventhough 

Jewish authorities such as Saadia Gaon condemned such beliefs. In recent centuries this 

concept of gilgul has come to mean reincarnation in Jewish circles. It comes from the words 

galgal (circle/round) and Gilgal (places of stone circles mentioned in the Bible). It actually 

refers to mystical rounds of ascent of the souls in the spiritual life/world. It is linked to the wheel 

(or Galgal ) in Ezekiel. This has been linked to the Buddhist and Hindu concepts of 

reincarnation and the Wheel of Life etc. but this is a perversion of the original concept. These 

modern developments are then read back into old Jewish texts such as the Bahir and the 

Zohar confusing the issue even more. The problem occurs when those not so mystically 

advanced misinterpret the mystical insights of the great mystics whether they be Jewish or 

Christian. Perle Besserman a descendant of the Baal Shem Tov in her book "Kabbalah and 

Jewish Mysticism" discusses how those references in the Jewish mystical texts that have been 
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interpreted as referring to reincarnation are actually texts revealing the stages of meditation in 

the mystics practice of prayer. 

 

In Judaism there are different levels to the soul called nefesh, ruach, neshamah and coverings 

of the soul chayah and yechidah. The nefesh is the soul we are born with- or the vessel of the 

soul. The concept of Gilgul refers especially to the level of neshamah and Gilgul is also called 

Gilgul Neshamot. The four higher levels according to some are states the soul merits or attains 

to. It is also connected to the universal soul of Adam (Adam Klalit) in which all mankind shared 

but with Adam's sin it broke into many individual neshamot. So we see the idea of the soul as 

Neshamah is not what most of us think about when we use the term soul. Just as John the 

Baptist and Elisha shared in the spirit/soul of Elijah in some mystical way- this does not mean 

reincarnation in the sense of the person/nefesh of Elijah being reincarnated. We see that 

Elisha received the double portion of the spirit of Elijah and Elisha was alive at the same time 

as Elijah. This concept reminds one of the Catholic idea of entering into the charism of certain 

saints and founders of spirtitual works. The concept of Gilgal and rounds is alluded to in the life 

of Samuel the Prophet: "And he went every year and made rounds of Beit El, Gilgal and 

Mitzpeh"(1 Samuel 7:16) 

 

Rav Avraham Brandwein writes: "There is another kind of gilgul that can take place while a 

person is still alive. The Ari calls this form of reincarnation, Ibur. It is usually thought that gilgul 

takes place after a person passes from this world, after the death of the body, at which time or 

soon after the soul transmigrates into another body. Ibur does not work like this. It involves 

receiving a new (higher) soul sometime during one's lifetime. That is, a new soul comes into a 

person's heart while he is still alive. The reason this is called Ibur, gestation or pregnancy, is 

because this person becomes "pregnant" with this new soul while he is still alive. This 

phenomenon is the deeper explanation behind certain people going through drastic changes in 

their lives. They either undergo a change of mind about certain things or change their lifestyle, 

and thereby ascend to the next spiritual level. This is also included under the general heading 
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of gilgul-incarnation because they are now hosting a new soul [or an aspect of their own soul 

or a higher soul of which they are a part] in order to be a vehicle for that soul's rectification. 

This is what occurs when a person is ready to advance in his soul evolution. This is why the 

soul has five names, each higher than the other, nefesh, ruach, neshamah, chayah and 

yechidah. [According to the Zohar, the four higher levels of the soul usually enter a person 

during his lifetime in Ibur: First, a person receives nefesh when he or she is born; then, when 

they merit it, they receive ruach; when they merit it, they receive neshamah; when they merit it, 

they receive chayah. The higher the level, the rarer its occurrence. Very few have ever merited 

to neshamah, let alone chayah. Nobody has ever received the highest level, yechidah. Adam 

would have received it had he not sinned. " We thus see that the terms gilgul and gilgulim 

(which mean cycle and cycles rather then reincarnation)is referring more to spiritual states and 

graces that the soul attains to in the spiritual realm of the galgalim. 

 

Eli Dahan writes:"..."Know, that no person on earth can escape from these Gilgulim". The Ari 

claims that if a purified soul has neglected some religious duties on earth, it must return to the 

earthly life, and attaching itself to the soul of a living man, unite with it in order to make good 

such neglect. Further, the departed soul of a man freed from sin appears again on earth to 

support a weak soul which feels unequal to its task..." Here the Ari (or rather his disciple 

Chayyim Vidal) is not speaking about reincarnation in the Eastern sense but of souls coming 

back and attaching themselves in some mystical way as a form of purgatorial penance (tikun). 

Many similar accounts are found in Catholic writings of souls who cling to the living or who 

come spiritually to people or places connected to their lives in order to do reparation in order to 

purify the soul before the ascent to Heaven. Catholics also believe that the souls of purgatory 

can visit and assist the living. Luisa Piccaretta's concepts of doing rounds in the Divine Will 

clarify what the Jewish mystics glimpsed by 'running and returning' of these mysteries of 

galgalim or gilgulim. 

Saadia Gaon refers to the eastern concept of reincarnation of souls returning into physical 

bodies as coming from avodah zara (foreign or alien worship). Many have read the Sava de 
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Mishpatim in the Zohar as speaking of reincarnation in this sense but in fact the Zohar is 

condemning such concepts using the analogy of the soul as a Daughter of Abraham-Bat 

Kohen who has united with a alien or foreign man (ish zar). The Zohar confirms that the 

Eastern concept of reincarnation is connected to avodah zara. However it goes on to state that 

some of the Goyim and others who believe such errors may be more holy and sincere than the 

Jewish High Priest who is insincere and ignorant. This part of the Zohar is highly mystical and 

speaks of spiritual states and mysteries. However when one interprets them in a literal way 

great mistakes occur. The Zohar here speaks about tormented souls and new born babies 

however one should not necessarily interpret this as literal babies but as referring to those who 

are entering into a new spiritual state. However God foresees that they will be corrupted by the 

evil side (represented by Lilith)so he takes them out of this world while they are still suckling on 

their mother's breast (still connected to goodness). In the same way Luisa is referred to as the 

new born in the Divine Will and she speaks of mystically bringing to birth divine lives. It would 

be easy for one to misunderstand her teachings and think they referred to some kind of 

reincarnation if one read her in a literalistic manner. Sadly the words of the old donkey driver 

(Elijah who is connected to the mystery of Gilgal)are still misunderstood and mistaken for 

those of the impure foreskin which is the teachings of Lilith on the demonic,reincarnation etc. It 

was near the stone circle of Gilgal that the Israelites of Joshua's generation were circumcised 

and rested at Gibeath Haaraloth (the Hill of Foreskins)before entering the Holy Land. Gilgal 

from this origin was also associated with a spiritual place of restYY  

 

The great Sage Saadia Gaon writes on Reincarnation in Emunoth veDeoth:"Yet, I must say 

that I have found certain people, who call themselves Jews, professing the doctrine of 

metempsychosis (reincarnation) which is designated by them as the theory of “transmigration” 

of souls. What they mean thereby is that the spirit of Ruben is transferred to Simon and 

afterwards to Levi and after that to Judah. Many of them would go so far as to assert that the 

spirit of a human being might enter into the body of a beast or that of a beast into the body of a 

human being, and other such nonsense and stupidities. This in itself, however, indicates how 
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very foolish they are. For they take it for granted that the body of a man is capable of 

transforming the essence of the soul so as to make of it a human soul, after having been the 

soul of a beast. They assume, furthermore, that the soul itself is capable of transforming the 

essence of a human body to the point of endowing it with the traits of the beasts, even though 

its form be that of men. It was not sufficient for them, then, that they attributed to the soul a 

variable nature by not assigning to it an intrinsic essence, but they contradicted themselves 

when they declared the soul capable of transforming and changing the body, and the body 

capable of transforming and changing the soul. But such reasoning is a deviation from logic. 

The third [argument they present] is in the form of a logical argument. They say, namely: 

“Inasmuch as the Creator is just, it is inconceivable that he should occasion suffering to little 

children, unless it be for sins committed by their souls during the time that they were lodged in 

their former bodies.” This view is, however, subject to numerous refutations. The first is that 

they have forgotten what we have mentioned on the subject of compensation in the hereafter 

for misfortunes experienced in this world. Furthermore we should like to ask them what they 

conceive the original status of the soul to be – we mean its status when it is first created. Is it 

charged by its Master with any obligation to obey Him or not? If they allege that it is not so 

charged, then there can be no punishments for it either, since it was not charged with any 

obligations to begin with. If, on the other hand, they acknowledge the imposition of such a 

charge, in which case obedience and disobedience did not apply before, they thereby admit 

that God charges His servants with obligations on account of the future and not at all on 

account of the past. But then they return to our theory and are forced to give up their insistence 

on the view that man’s suffering in this world is due solely to his conduct in a previous 

existence." 

Posted by Catholic Jew  
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http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/6676-gilgul-neshamoth  

The passing of souls into successive bodily forms, either human or animal. According to 

Pythagoras, who probably learned the doctrine in Egypt, the rational mind (ψρήν), after having 

been freed from the chains of the body, assumes an ethereal vehicle, and passes into the 

region of the dead, where it remains till it is sent back to this world to inhabit some other body, 

human or animal. After undergoing successive purgations, and when it is sufficiently purified, it 

is received among the gods, and returns to the eternal source from which it first proceeded. 

This doctrine was foreign to Judaism until about the eighth century,when, under the influence 

of the Mohammedan mystics, it was adopted by the Karaites and other Jewish dissenters. It is 

first mentioned in Jewish literature by Saadia, who protested against this belief, which at his 

time was shared by the Yudghanites, or whomsoever he contemptuously designated as "so-

called Jews" (V12p232001.jpg; see Schmiedl, "Studien," p. 166;idem, in "Monatsschrift," x. 

177; Rapoport, in "Bikkure ha-'Ittim," ix. 23; idem, introduction to Abraham bar Ḥiyya's "Hegyon 

ha-Nefesh," p. lii.; Jellinek, in "Orient, Lit." 1851, p. 410; Fürst, "Gesch. des Karäert." i. 81). 

According to Saadia, the reasons given by the adherents of metempsychosis for their belief 

are partly intellectual and partly Scriptural. The former are as follows: (1) Observation shows 

that many men possess attributes of animals, as, for instance, the gentleness of a lamb, the 

rage of a wild beast, the gluttony of a dog, the lightness of a bird, etc. These peculiarities, they 

assert, prove that their possessors have in part the souls of the respective animals. (2) It would 

be contrary to the justice of God to inflict pain upon children in punishment for sins committed 

by their souls in a previous state. The Scriptural reasons are conclusions drawn from certain 

Biblical verses, such as: "Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath; but with 

him that standeth here with us this day before the Lord our God, and also with him that is not 

here with us this day" (Deut. xxix. 14, 15); "Blessed be the man that walketh not in the counsel 

of the ungodly," etc. (Ps. i. 1). Both sets of reasons are refuted by Saadia, who says that he 

would not consider it worth while to show the foolishness and the low-mindedness of the 
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believers in metempsychosis, were he not afraid lest they might exercise a pernicious 

influence upon others ("Emunot we-De'ot," vi.). 

Influence of Cabala. 

The doctrine counted so few adherents among the Jews that, with the exception of Abraham 

ibn Daud ("Emunah Ramah," i. 7), no Jewish philosopher until Ḥasdai Crescas even deemed it 

necessary to refute it. Only with the spread of the Cabala did it begin to take root in Judaism, 

and then it gained believers even among men who were little inclined toward mysticism. Thus 

one sees a man like Judah ben Asher (Asheri) discussing the doctrine in a letter to his father, 

and endeavoring to place it upon a philosophical basis ("Ṭa'am Zeḳenim," vii.). The cabalists 

eagerly adopted the doctrine on account of the vast field it offered to mystic speculations. 

Moreover, it was almost a necessary corollary of their psychological system. The absolute 

condition of the soul is, according to them, its return, after developing all those perfections the 

germs of which are eternally implanted in it, to the Infinite Source from which it emanated. 

Another term of life must therefore be vouchsafed to those souls which have not fufilled their 

destiny here below and have not been sufficiently purified for the state of reunion with the 

Primordial Cause. Hence if the soul, on its first assumption of a human body and sojourn on 

earth, fails to acquire that experience for which it descended from heaven, and becomes 

contaminated by that which is polluting, it must reinhabit a body till it is able to ascend in a 

purified state through repeated trials. This is the theory of the Zohar, which says: "All souls are 

subject to transmigration; and men do not know the ways of the Holy One, blessed be He! 

They do not know that they are brought before the tribunal both before they enter into this 

world and after they leave it; they are ignorant of the many transmigrations and secret 

probations which they have to undergo, and of the number of souls and spirits which enter into 

this world and which do not return to the palace of the Heavenly King. Men do not know how 

the souls revolve like a stone which is thrown from a sling. But the time is at hand when these 

mysteries will be disclosed" (Zohar, ii. 99b). Like Origen and other Church Fathers, the 

cabalists used as their main argument in favor of the doctrine of metempsychosis the justice of 
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God. But for the belief in metempsychosis, they maintained, the question why God often 

permits the wicked to lead a happy life while many righteous are miserable, would be 

unanswerable. Then, too, the infliction of pain upon children would be an act of cruelty unless it 

is imposed in punishment for sin committed by the soul in a previous state. 

Opposition to the View. 

Although raised by the Cabala to the rank of a dogma, the doctrine of metempsychosis still 

found great opposition among the leaders of Judaism in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

In his "Iggeret Hitnaẓẓelut," addressed to Solomon ben Adret in defense of philosophy, 

Jedaiah Bedersi praises the philosophers for having opposed the belief in metempsychosis. 

Ḥasdai Crescas ("Or Adonai," iv. 7), and after him his pupil Joseph Albo ("'Iḳḳarim," iv. 29), 

attacked this belief on philosophical grounds, considering it to be a heathen superstition, 

opposed to the spirit of Judaism. The opposition, however, gradually ceased; and the belief 

began to be shared even by men who were imbued with Aristotelian philosophy. Thus Isaac 

Abravanel sees in the commandment of the levirate a proof of the doctrine of metempsychosis, 

for which he gives the following reasons: (1) God in His mercy willed that another trial should 

be given to the soul which, having yielded to the sanguine temperament of the body, had 

committed a capital sin, such as murder, adultery, etc.; (2) it is only just that when a man dies 

young a chance should be given to his soul to execute in another body the good deeds which it 

had not time to perform in the first body; (3) the soul of the wicked sometimes passes into 

another body in order to receive its deserved punishment here below instead of in the other 

world, where it would be much more severe (commentary on Deut. xxv. 5). These arguments 

were wittily refuted by the skeptical Leon of Modena in his pamphlet against metempsychosis, 

entitled "Ben Dawid." He says: "It is not God, but the planets, that determine the temperament 

of the body; why then subject the soul to the risk of entering into a body with a temperament as 

bad as, if not worse than, that of the one it has left? Would it not be more in keeping with God's 

mercy to take into consideration the weakness of the body and to pardonthe soul at once? To 

send the soul of a man who died young into another body would be to make it run the risk of 
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losing the advantages it had acquired in its former body. Why send the soul of the wicked to 

another body in order to punish it here below? Was there anything to prevent God from 

punishing it while it was in its first body?" 

The School of Luria. 

Upon the doctrine of metempsychosis was based the psychological system of the practical 

Cabala, inaugurated by the cabalists of the school of Luria. According to them, all the souls 

destined for the human race were created together with the various organs of Adam. As there 

are superior and inferior organs, so there are superior and inferior souls, according to the 

organs with which they are respectively coupled. Thus there are souls of the brain, of the eye, 

of the head, etc. Each human soul is a spark ("niẓaẓ") from Adam. The first sin of the first man 

caused confusion among the various classes of souls; so that even the purest soul received an 

admixture of evil. This state of confusion, which gives a continual impulse toward evil, will 

cease with the arrival of the Messiah, who will establish the moral system of the world on a 

new basis. Until that time man's soul, because of its deficiencies, can not return to its source, 

and has to wander not only through the bodies of men, but even through inanimate things. If a 

man's good deeds outweigh his evil ones, his soul passes into a human body; otherwise, into 

that of an animal. Incest causes the soul to pass into the body of an unclean animal; adultery, 

into that of an ass; pride in a leader of a community, into that of a bee; forgery of amulets, into 

that of a cat; cruelty toward the poor, into that of a crow; denunciation, into that of a barking 

cur; causing a Jew to eat unclean flesh, into a leaf of a tree which endures great suffering 

when shaken by the wind; neglect to wash the hands before meals, into a river. 

The main difference between the passing of the soul into a human body and its transmigration 

into an animal or an inanimate object consists in the fact that in the former case the soul 

ignores its transmigration, while in the latter it is fully aware of its degradation, and suffers 

cruelly therefrom. With regard to the transmigration of the soul into a crow Moses Galante, 

rabbi at Safed, relates that once he accompanied Isaac Luria to 'Ain Zaitun to pray at the tomb 
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of Judah ben Ilai. On approaching the place he noticed on an olive-tree which grew near the 

tomb a crow which croaked incessantly. "Were you acquainted," asked Luria, "with 

Shabbethai, the tax-farmer of Safed?" "I knew him," answered Galante: "he was a very bad 

man and displayed great cruelty toward the poor, who were not able to pay the taxes." "This 

crow," said Luria, "contains his soul" ("Shibḥe ha-Ari," p. 29). 

Impregnation of Souls. 

A quite new development of the doctrine of metempsychosis was the theory of the 

impregnation of souls, propounded by the cabalists of the Luria school. According to this 

theory, a purified soul that has neglected some religious duties on earth must return to the 

earthly life and unite with the soul of a living man, in order to make good such neglect. Further, 

the soul of a man freed from sin appears again on earth to support a weak soul unequal to its 

task. Thus, for instance, the soul of Samuel was supported by those of Moses and Aaron; the 

soul of Phinehas, by those of Nadab and Abihu. However, this union, which may extend to 

three souls at one time, can take place only between souls of a homogeneous character, that 

is, between those which are sparks from the same Adamite organs. As the impregnated soul 

comes either to make good a neglect or to support a weak soul, it enters into the body only 

after the man has completed his thirteenth year, when he reaches the age of religious duty and 

responsibility. 

The dispersion of Israel has for its purpose the salvation of man; and the purified souls of 

Israelites unite with the souls of other races in order to free them from demoniacal influences. 

Each man, according to the practical Cabala, bears on his forehead a mark by which one may 

recognize the nature of the soul: to which degree and class it belongs; the relation existing 

between it and the superior world; the transmigrations it has already accomplished; the means 

by which it may contribute to the establishment of the new moral system of the world; how it 

may be freed from demoniacal influences; and to which soul it should be united in order to 

become purified. He who wishes to ascertain to which of the four worlds his soul belongs must 
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close his eyes and fix his thought on the four letters of the Ineffable Name. If the color he then 

beholds is a very bright, sparkling white, his soul has proceeded from the world of emanation 

(V12p233001.jpg V12p233002.jpg); if an ordinary white, from that of creative ideas 

(V12p233003.jpg); if red, from that of creative formation (V12p233004.jpg); and if green, from 

that of creative matter (V12p233005.jpg). 

Special Instances. 

The cabalists of the Luria school pretended to know the origins and transmigrations of all the 

souls of the human race since Adam; and in their works accounts are given concerning Biblical 

personages and the great teachers of Judaism. Thus, for instance, the soul of Aaron is said to 

have been derived from the good part of that of Cain. It entered into the body of the high priest 

Eli, who, in expiation of the sin committed by Aaron in making the golden calf—a sin 

punishable with lapidation—broke his neck in falling from his seat. From Eli it transmigrated 

into the body of Ezra; and it then became purified. The name "Adam" contains the initials of 

David and Messiah, into whose bodies the soul of the first man successively entered. The 

name "Laban" contains the initials of Balaam and Nabal, who successively received Laban's 

soul. Jacob's soul passed into Mordecai; and because the former had sinned in prostrating 

himself before Esau, Mordecai obstinately refused to prostrate himself before Haman, even at 

the risk of endangering the safety of the Persian Jews. Interesting is the account given in the 

"Sefer ha-Gilgulim" of the souls of some contemporaries of Isaac Luria. The soul of Isaac de 

Lattes is said there to have been a spark from that of a pious man of the olden times 

(V12p233006.jpg); that of Joseph Vital, one from the soul of Ezra; that of Moses Minz, one 

from the soulof Seth, the son of Adam. To the soul of Moses Alshech was united that of the 

amora Samuel ben Naḥmani; hence the former's talent for preaching. Both Moses Cordovero 

and Elijah de Vidas partook of the soul of Zechariah ben Jehoiada; hence the great friendship 

that existed between them. Because of some sin his soul had committed in a previous state 

Moses Vital was unable to acquire a perfect knowledge of the Cabala. The soul of Joseph 

Delpino entered into a black dog. Ḥayyim Vital possessed, according to Isaac Luria, a soul 
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which had not been soiled by Adam's sin. Luria himself possessed the soul of Moses, which 

had previously been in the bodies of Simeon ben Yoḥai and Hamnuna Saba. 

Generally the souls of men transmigrate into the bodies of  men, and those of women into the 

bodies of women; but there are exceptions. The soul of Judah, the son of Jacob, was in part 

that of a woman; while Tamar had the soul of a man. Tamar's soul passed into Ruth; and 

therefore the latter could not bear children until God had imparted to her sparks from a female 

soul. The transmigration of a man's soul into the body of a woman is considered by some 

cabalists to be a punishment for the commission of heinous sins, as when a man refuses to 

give alms or to communicate his wisdom to others. 

Gilgul. 

The theory of impregnation gave birth to the superstitious belief in "dibbuḳ" or "gilgul," which 

prevailed, and still prevails, among the Oriental Jews and  those of eastern Europe. This belief 

assumes that there are souls which are condemned to wander for a time in this world, where 

they are tormented by evil spirits which watch and accompany them everywhere. To escape 

their tormentors such souls sometimes take refuge in the bodies of living pious men and 

women, over whom the evil spirits have no power. The person to whom such a soul clings 

endures great suffering and loses his own individuality; he acts as though he were quite 

another man, and loses all moral sense. He can be cured only by a miracle-working rabbi 

("ba'al shem") who is able to cast out the soul from his body by exorcisms and amulets. The 

usual exorcism in such cases consisted in the rabbi's reciting, in the presence of ten men (See 

Minyan), the 91st Psalm, and adjuring the soul in the name of God to leave the body of the 

afflicted one. In case of refusal on the part of the soul to yield to this simple injunction, the ban 

and the blowing of the shofar are resorted to. In order that it may cause the least possible 

amount of damage to the body, the soul is always directed to pass out through the small toe. 

The belief that migrant souls seek refuge in the bodies of living persons became more and 

more deeply rooted; and regular methods for expelling them are given in the cabalistic works 
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of the seventeenth century. This superstition is still widely spread, especially in Ḥasidic circles. 

Curtiss relates ("Primitive Semitic Religions of To-Day," p. 152) that a few years ago a woman 

was exorcised in Palestine, and that the spirit when questioned replied that it was the soul of a 

Jew who had been murdered in Nablus twelve years before. The migrant soul was generally 

believed to belong to a wicked or murdered person; but it may happen that that of a righteous 

man is condemned, for a slight offense committed by it, to wander for a while in this world. 

Such a soul is, however, free from demoniacal influences, and it enters the body of a living 

person not to avoid evil spirits (who have no power over it), but to atone for the fault it has 

committed. As soon as this has been accomplished it leaves the body of its own free will. 

Ḥayyim Vital records that while sojourning at Damascus in 1699 he was called upon to 

entertain himself with the soul of a pious man which had entered the body of the daughter of 

Raphael Anaw. The soul informed him that it was exiled from heaven for having slighted the 

virtue of repentance. For a time it dwelt in a fish, but this fish was caught and sold to Raphael 

for the Sabbath meal; the soul then entered the body of the daughter of the house. In 

proclaiming before Vital the great importance of repentance it became free to return to its 

heavenly abode ("Shibḥe Ḥayyim Wiṭal," ed. Lemberg, p. 11). Narratives of this sort abound in 

the cabalistic writings of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and many of them are 

reproduced in the "Nishmat Ḥayyim" of Manasseh ben Israel, who showed himself a firm 

believer in all kinds of gilgulim and dibbuḳim. He even went so far as to endeavor to 

demonstrate that references to them are to be found in the Bible. It is noteworthy that most of 

the cases of exorcism occurred at Safed or in its neighborhood; that is, in localities where 

mysticism was flourishing. A curious case is cited by Moses Prager in his "Zera' Ḳodesh": it is 

interesting from the fact that David Oppenheim, the collector of Hebrew books and 

manuscripts, who was the rabbi of Nikolsburg, Moravia, was one of the signatories of the 

narrative. See Dibbuḳim 
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C 

 

Islam, the other semitic religion of Abrahamic origin holds a very linear view.  Death is the end 

of the Physical life when those who die will remain in a state of "soul sleep" until the time of 

final Judgment day.  The dead will have a continued and conscious existence in the grave. 

Here are the stages of death, according to some scholars’ understandings of verses from the 

Quran and from the words of Prophet Muhammad. “Every soul shall have a taste of death: and 

only on the Day of Judgment shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far 

from the Fire and admitted to the Garden will have attained the object (of life): for the life of this 

world is but goods and chattels of deception.” [Al-Qur’an 3:185] 

1. The stupors of death: The angel of death either extracts the soul painfully from the 

wrongdoers or gently from the pious ones, and then transfers the soul into a ghostlike 

body. 

2. Misguiding of the devil: The last temptation of the devil is to deceive a dying person with 

his trickery. The good ones will not fall into temptation. 

3. Entering the grave: When the body is buried, the soul stays beside the body and sees 

the horrifying unseen world. 

4. Squeezing or pressure of the grave: When people leave the gravesite, angels come to 

squeeze the soul fiercely, making it scream loudly. Few souls are exempted from this 

punishment. 

5. Munkar and Nakeer: These two angels come after the squeezing and question the soul 

about the beliefs of his faith. If the soul does not answer properly and was a wrongdoer 

in life, then he will be punished in the hellfire of the unseen world until the Day of 

Judgment or until his sins are purged. If the person was a pious true believer, then he 
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will answer the questions properly and two angels of glad tidings will come to escort him 

to the Paradise of the unseen world. 

6. The first blow of the trumpet: Both the seen and unseen worlds will exist until the first 

blow of the trumpet on the last day, when all living things, including angels and souls, 

will die. Nothing will be left except the living God. 

7. The second blow of the trumpet and the resurrection: When the second blow occurs, 

God will re-create everything and the souls will return to their physical bodies for the 

Day of Judgment. 

8. Accounting: Every person will be given his book of deeds and will be asked to judge 

himself. If a person tries to deny a bad deed, his body’s organs will witness against him. 

Accounting will be only for those who have both good and bad deeds. The pious ones 

who have only good deeds will be taken to Paradise without accounting, and the evil 

ones who have only bad deeds will be taken to the hellfire without accounting. 

9. Bridge over the hellfire. Everyone must cross the bridge over hell fire, which is said to 

be sharper than a blade and thinner than a strand of hair. The more good deeds a 

person has, the faster he will cross over. Some will cross over like a flash of light. Some 

might take years to cross. Others might fall into the hellfire below. 

10. The intercession: While the people with only a few sins are taken for their punishment, 

the prophets and their true successors will intercede for them with the permission of 

God. By this, God shows His great appreciation to His beloved servants. 

11. Eternal hellfire and eternal Paradise: On the Day of Judgment, the evil ones will go to 

the hellfire. Some of the evil ones will be in the hellfire eternally and others might 

eventually come out of the hellfire after their sins have been purged. The good ones will 

be taken to Paradise to eternal enjoyment and fulfillment. In Paradise, there are 

bounties and blessings beyond our imagination and thought. As mentioned in the 

Quran, the greatest bliss is God’s pleasure. 

This is from Safdar Razi  Imam of the Islamic  Ahlul  Bayt Association Mosque 

See also http://www.islamreligion.com/articles/38/  
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Within the mystical tradition of Islam known as Sufism after death the person himself judges 

where he ends up - heaven or hell. The Sufi tradition translates  Surah 2: 28 as: 

"How can you reject faith in God?  

Do you not recall that you were once without life,  

and Allah gave you life;  

then God will cause you to die,  

and will again bring you to life;  

and finally to Allah will you return." 

Sufi poet, Rumi, wrote: 

A stone I died and rose again a plant. 

A plant I died and rose an animal; 

I died an animal and was born a man. 

Why should I fear? What have I lost by death? 

 

As man, death sweeps me from this world of men 

That I may wear an angel’s wings in heaven; 

Yet e’en as angel may I not abide, 

For nought abideth save the face of God. 

 

Thus o’er the angels’ world I wing my way 

Onwards and upwards, unto boundless lights; 

Then let me be as nought, for in my heart 

Rings as a harp-song that we must return to Him. 

 

In his Masnavi, Rumi speaks about the "seventy-two forms I have worn". 
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D 

INDIAN RELIGIONS 

 

 

  

 

VEDIC RELIGION 

Vedic religion has their origin in the Aryan migrations into India.  The  early scriptures are Rig, 

Sama, Yajur, and Atharva . They were written in Persian language commonly referred by 

Indian Hindus as archaic Sanskrit. The philosophical reference to after death are found only 

the tenth mandala which were written close to first century AD.  It refers to  “Ya new home 

among the Fathers in HeavenY” the kingdom of Yama, the King of the dead.  

“Meet Yama [god of the dead], meet the Fathers, meet the merit of free or ordered acts, in 

highest heaven. Leave sin and evil, seek anew thy dwelling, and bright with glory wear another 

body.” (Rig Veda 10.14.8)  

"Yama was the first to find us our abode, a place that can never be taken away, where our 

ancient fathers have departed; all who are born go there by that path, treading their own" (Rig 

Veda 10,14,2).  

Divine justice was provided by the gods Yama, Soma and Indra, not by an impersonal law 

such as karma. One of their attributes was to cast the wicked into an eternal dark prison out of 

which they could never escape (Rig Veda 7,104,3-17). 
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There is no mention of earthy reincarnation in the Vedas.   

 

BUDDHISM 

In India Buddha had the concept which is difficult to call trans-migration.  The theory of Buddha 

was that all parts of man - the body, soul and spirit will re-turn to their elementary forms and 

new life forms will evolve out of that.  Thus soul in the sense the identity of a person will not be 

reborn. There is no eternal “soul,” “spirit” or “self” but only a “stream of consciousness” that 

links life with life. The actual process of change from one life to the next is called punarbhava 

(Sanskrit) or punabbhava (Pāli), literally “becoming again,” or more briefly bhava, “becoming.” 

The body will return to dust, the spirit will return to spirit realm as its dust. If soul has any parts 

and a substance that too will decompose and form dust of the soul dimension.  It can be 

compared to rebuilding a car from all the different parts of the cars from a junkyard. 
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JAINISM 

For both Buddhism and Jainism, the universe is eternal, matter and souls being equally 

uncreated. The universe contains gods who may be worshipped for various reasons, but there 

is no being outside it exercising control over it. The gods and other superhuman beings are all 

just as subject to karma and rebirth as human beings are. By their actions, souls accumulate 

karma, which is understood to be a kind of matter, and that accumulation draws them back into 

a body after death. Decay and death are eternal laws from which nothing can escape not even 

the gods unless someone can attain iso-entropic transform through "Nishkama Karma" - action 

without selfish purpose.  Release is achieved by purging the soul of all karma, good and bad.  

Hence, all souls have undergone an infinite number of previous lives, and—with the exception 

of those who win release from the bondage of karma—will continue to reincarnate, each new 

life determined by the kind and amount of karma accumulated.  

 

Mahavira (ca. 540-468 B.C.), taught that each living creature possesses a material soul jiva) 

which is originally pure and colorless, but through the activities of life becomes contaminated 

by karmic matter. Every act committed by man or beast is believed to produce karmic coloring 

on the soul-light colors for virtuous deeds, medium tones for minor offenses, with the darkest 

shades being reserved for serious transgressions. Since dark-colored stains are supposed to 

weigh down the soul, while lighter ones allow it to rise, the light-colored souls will be reborn 

correspondingly as gods or humans, the darker ones as animals or plants, or as inhabitants of 

Hell. 
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The Jain texts postulate four gatis, that is states-of-existence or birth-categories, within which 

the soul transmigrates. The four gatis are: Deva (demi-gods), manussya (humans), nāraki (hell 

beings), and tiryañca (animals, plants, and micro-organisms). The four gatis have four 

corresponding realms or habitation levels in the vertically tiered Jain universe: Demi-gods 

occupy the higher levels where the heavens are situated; humans, plants and animals occupy 

the middle levels; and hellish beings occupy the lower-levels, where seven hells are situated. 

Depending on its karma, a soul transmigrates and reincarnates within the scope of this 

cosmology of destinies. The four main destinies are further divided into sub-categories and still 

smaller sub-categories. In all, Jain texts speak of a cycle of 8.4 million birth destinies in which 

souls find themselves again and again as they cycle within samsara 
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WHO OR WHAT REINCARNATES IN HINDUISM?  

(REINCARNATION Its meaning and consequences by Ernest Vale) 

"According to the Upanishads and Vedanta philosophy, the entity that reincarnates is the 

impersonal self (atman). Atman does not have a personal nature, and so the use of the 

reflexive pronoun "self" is not suitable. Atman can be defined only through negating any 

personal attributes. Although it constitutes the existential substrata of human 

existence, atman cannot be the carrier of one’s "spiritual progress," because it cannot record 

any data produced in the illusory domain of psycho-mental existence. The spiritual progress 

one accumulates toward realizing the atman-Brahman identity is recorded by karma, or rather 

by a minimal amount of karmic debt. The whole physical and mental complex a human being 

consists of is reconstructed at (re)birth according to one’s karma. At this level, the newly 

shaped person experiences the fruits of "his" or "her" actions from previous lives and has to do 

his best to stop the vicious cycle avidya-karma-samsara. 

 

As a necessary aid in explaining the reincarnation mechanism, Vedanta adopted the concept 

of a subtle body (sukshma-sharira) which is attached to atman as long as its bondage lasts. 

This is the actual carrier of karmic debts. However, this "subtle body" cannot be a form of 

preserving one’s personal attributes, i.e., of any element of one's present conscious psycho-

mental life. The facts recorded by the subtle body are a sum of hidden tendencies or 

impressions (samskara) imprinted by karma as seeds that will generate future behavior and 

personal character. They will materialize unconsciously in the life of the individual, without 

giving one any hint at understanding his or her actual condition. There can be no form of 

transmitting conscious memory from one life to another, since it belongs to the world of illusion 

and dissolves at death."  
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Hindus provide several reasons why the jiva takes on various physical bodies:  

(Vivekjivandas, Sadhu. Hinduism: An Introduction – Part 1. (Swaminarayan Aksharpith: 

Ahmedabad, 2010) p. 46-47.) 

1. To experience the fruits of one's karmas: This is the main reason for . rebirth. 

Sattvika (good or righteous) karmas reward one with the pleasures of Svarga. Rajas 

(pleasure-seeking) karmas reward one with mrutyuloka (mortal realm or earth). And 

Tamas karmas (actions related to inertia, laziness and evil) condemn one to patala-

loka. 

2. To satisfy one's desires: When a person indulges in material pleasures, he or she 

subsequently develops a stronger desire to enjoy more of it (Vāsanā). This unending 

craving to satisfy one's desires causes the  (jiva) to assume new physical bodies. 

3. To complete one's unfinished sadhana: When an aspirant making spiritual efforts for 

liberation from maya dies without attaining his or her goal, the jiva gets as a natural 

cause-effect another human body to complete its sadhana. 

4. To fulfil a debt: When a jiva is indebted to another jiva, it gets a human birth to fulfil its 

debt and receive what is owed to it. The jiva comes in the form of a relative, friend or an 

enemy. 

5. To undergo sufferings because of a great soul's curse: A person's grave error or sin 

may incur the wrath or displeasure of God or a Rishi. This results in the jiva of that 

person getting another birth, not necessarily into a human body. 

6. To attain moksha: By the grace and compassion of God or a God-realized guru, a jiva 

gets a human body to purge itself of the layers of base instincts  
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E 

GREECE 

 

Possesion spirits and souls of dead men on animals and plants were common in all cultures 

around the world.  But The notion that spirits or souls of dead persons may inhabit or 

"possess" animals or plants is widespread among both ancient and modern peoples in many 

pans of the world. But the belief that the life-force or soul of the individual passes from life to 

life, inhabiting a different physical body in each existence, is a much rarer doctrine. Known as 

metempsychosis or transmigration of souls, it is found in developed form in the ancient world 

only in Greece. 

 

In Greece it was a standard theology from as early as the 6th century B.C., and  in Orphism 

and Pythagoreanism. Plato in the early 4th century B.C. mentions it as "an ancient tradition." 

The theory of transmigration as we have today developed in India only after the Greek invasion 

of India under Alexander the Great.  As far as we know the earliest reference to it appears in 

Bhadararanyaka upanishad which is considered to be a commentary of Purusha Suktham 

probably dating 1st- 7th century AD. 

 

The major problem with the transmigration theory is the fact that the with the millions of people 

on on earth none is able to remember the past lives and those who present such memories 
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has been statistically insignificant and objectively vague.  The only way out of keeping the 

theory to maintain the transmigration theory as a dogma is somehow explain away the why 

memory is lost in the process and souls cannot carry over the self.  Here is how the Hindu 

reincarnation explains this off. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

 

Here are the possible explanations as given by various Christian groups regarding the period 

between death and resurrection. 

A 

• SOUL SLEEP, CHRISTIAN MORTALISM, THNETOPSYCHISM 

 θνητόψῡχος, from θνητός (mortal) and ψῡχή (soul) +  -ism. 

"souls fall asleep until the resurrection" 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

146 

 

 

The soul sleep and remain with the body until the final resurrection on the Last Day? The 

Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and some evangelical Christians hold this 

view. Since the soul is sleeping, the soul has no consciousness and is unaware of anything 

until they are resurrected by God in the last days.  

There are two words in the Greek New Testament for “sleep.”    

The term katheudo occurs 22 times in the New Testament. In a literal sense it is used of 

“natural sleep” (Mt. 13:25; 25:5). 

The term is found in the story of the raising up of Jairus, (Mk. 5:35). Here Jesus asserts that 

“the child is not dead, but is sleeping” (v. 39) and story ends up as her “spirit returned” and she 

rose up immediately (Lk. 8:55) implying that the spirit was still alive while her body was 

sleeping. 

The same is applicable in the story of Lazarus:  Jesus said “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep (kekoimetai— the perfect, passive of koimao); but I go that I may awake him out of 

sleep” (Jn. 11:11).   

Another term in the New Testament for “sleep” is koimaomai . The word is found 18 times. The 

word is used for normal sleep as in   (Mt. 28:13; Lk. 22:45),as well as  figuratively for the 

“sleep” of death (see Mt. 27:52; 1 Cor. 15:20; 1 Thes. 4:13-15). 

The term probably refers to the dead body which is inert and without life as a person is in deep 

sleep. 

The doctrine asserts that when the body dies, the soul also dies, and that both are to be called 

back to life at the Day of Judgement. This was first recorded as taught by the Thnētopsȳchītæ, 
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a third century sect of Christianity in Arabia, and is based on I Timothy 6: 16, an epistolary 

doxology addressed to the God who alone has immortality. 

1 Tim 6:15-16 which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only 

Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in 

unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal 

dominion! Amen. 

 

This doctrine is held by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (Jehovah's Witnesses). 

"When somebody dies, the spirit (life force) ceases to animate the body cells, much as a light 

goes out when the electricity is turned off. When the life force stops sustaining the human 

being, man-the soul-dies." Knowledge That Leads to Everlasting Life (Brooklyn: Watch Tower 

Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, 1995)    

 

"Therefore, God's Word refers to the dead as being asleep. For example, upon learning that 

his friend Lazarus had died, Jesus Christ told His disciples 'Lazarus our friend has gone to 

rest, but I am journeying there to awake him from sleep.'" 

 

Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) also holds the same view  Y  

"The grave is not a place of consciousness. Since death is a sleep, the dead remain in a state 

of unconsciousness in the grave until the resurrection, when the grave (Hades) gives up its 

dead (Rev. 20:13)." A Biblical Exposition of 27 Fundamental Doctrines (Hagerstown, MD: 

Review and Herald Publishing Assoc., 1988)   

Some of the proof texts include the following where death is referred to as sleep: 

Ecclesiastes 3:19-21; 9:5, 6; 12:7; Job 14:10-12; Psalm 115:17; Matthew 9:24; Mark 5:39; 

John 11:11-14; Acts 7:20; 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; and 2 Peter 3:4.   

. 

John 5: 28-30 is probably the final proof text of all: 
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"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 

voice and come out – those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done 

evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my 

judgement is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me." 

Daniel 12:2  "Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, 

others to shame and everlasting contempt." 

 

This theory of "soul slumber" was defended by the Nestorians and Copts, and later by the 

Anabaptists, Socinians, and Arminians. Calvin (Inst. III, 25) holds that the final destiny is not 

decided till the last day. 

Most traditional Christians believe that death is a period of dormancy, or sleep in the body, or 

an Intermediate state, on Earth, or in the Bosom of Abraham, in which there is no 

consciousness and no Heavenly activity has yet begun...no judgment, no trip to heaven nor 

hell based on their interpretation of the following scriptures:  

(Eccl. 9:5): "The dead know not anything ... Their love, their hatred, and their envy is now 

perished"  

(Psa. 6:5): "In death there is no remembrance of thee; in the grave, who shall give thee 

thanks?" 

(Psalm 115:17):  "The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence" (Isaiah 

38:18). "The grave cannot praise thee: death cannot celebrate thee"  
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B 

PARTICULAR JUDGEMENT 

The soul receives a temporal place of pre-judgement. 

In Mark 12:26-27, Jesus states that those who have lived in obedience to God are resurrected 

upon death. According to Luke 23:43, the resurrected dead are taken to paradise right after 

resurrection.  

But paradise is not heaven. An explanation is found in the following verses. 

TaIking about the death and resurrection Jesus Peter 3:18- 19 says “...being put to death in 

the flesh, but quickened by His Spirit: By which also He went and preached unto the SPIRITS 

IN PRISON...”. Also Ephesians 4:9, “...He also descended first into the lower parts of the 

earth?”. 

Ephesians 4:8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he took many captives and 

gave gifts to his people." 

 

http://www.gospeloutreach.net/soul_sleep_error.html (Plper's detail verse study is appended.) 
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All believers having "died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar 

off,  " (Hebrews 11:13). indicates that those dead in Christ did not enter the promised land of 

Heaven but yet see it from far just as Moses did/    The soul leave the body at death, and 

depending on the Soul's relationship with Jesus they are either given the Paradise (if 

Christian), or to a place of punishment (if he is not a Christian)?  Lutherans, Catholics, and 

most Protestants hold this view. 

The following passages refers to the dead as still alive: 

These are the scriptural basis of this view 

In Matthew 22:31-32, Jesus says:  "Have you not read that which was spoken to you by God, 

saying 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the 

God of the dead but of the living."  

At the transfiguration (see Matt. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36; and 2 Pet. 1:16-18). Peter, 

James, and John sees Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus. Moses clearly died, at Mount 

Nebo, in Jordan (dated as 1272 BC) years before Jesus (Deut. 34) Elijah was taken to heaven 

in a fiery chariot  (2 Kings 2:11). 

Luke 23:39-43 in the events that transpired at the time of crucifixion, Jesus assures the 

repentant thief on the cross  "Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." Here 

the thief was with Jesus after death and the place is called Paradise. 

John 11:25 Jesus says: "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live 

even if he dies." 

2 Corinthians 5:6-8  "Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are 

at home in the body we are absent from the Lord--for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are of 

good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the 

Lord."  

(Phil. 1:21-24)"For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, 

this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-pressed 

from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much 

better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake"  



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

151 

 

." (I Thess. 5:9-10 )."For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we are [present tense] awake [alive] or 

asleep [dead], we may live together with Him." 

In the book of Revelation John saw a vision of the “souls” of those who had been slain upon 

the earth (Rev. 6:9-11). 

 

D. L. Moody said before he died, "Soon you will read in the papers that Moody is dead. Don't 

believe it. For in that moment I will be more alive than I have ever been." 

 

One explanation is that God creates a body for those believers who have died and are in 

Heaven and this explains how the redeemed in Heaven can relate to Christ and to one 

another.  

Since departed believers can sing praises to God we can assume that they have a spirit 

through which they can communicate with other spirits and to God.  If the dead can 

communicate with one another, they must have some kind of body in which to do so.  

 

 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

152 

 

THE ERRORS OF SOUL SLEEP 

Keith Piper 

http://www.gospeloutreach.net/soul_sleep_error.html 

WHAT HAPPENS TO US AFTER DEATH? 

At death, the soul and spirit leave the body. 

1. Unbelievers. 

In the Old Testament, the spirit and soul of an unbeliever went immediately to the torment of 

hell, which is inside the earth. Notice these verses showing that people are conscious in hell, 

and that hell is inside the earth. 

1. The sorrows of hell compassed me about. (Psalm 18:5) Note: Hell has sorrows. 

2. The pains of hell got hold of me. (Psalm 116:3) Note: Hell has pains. 

3. The wicked shall be turned into hell. (Psalm 9:17) Note: Hell is for the wicked. 

4. It is as high as heaven ... deeper than hell. (Job 11:8) Note: Hell is deep. 

5. A fire ... shall burn to the lowest hell. (Deuteronomy 32:22) Note: Hell has fire. 

6. Hell and destruction are never full. (Proverbs 27:20) Note: Hell is like destruction. 

7. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell. (Proverbs 23:14) 

8. Hell from beneath ... stirs up the dead for thee. All they shall speak and say unto thee, art 

thou become weak as we? (Isaiah 14:9-10) Note: People's souls in hell can stir, speak and 

say. 

This proves that soul sleep is false for unbelievers. 

9. Unto the nether (lower) parts of the earth, with them that go down into the pit. (Ezekiel 

32:18) Note: The pit and hell are in the lower parts of the earth. 

10. The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell. (Ezekiel 32:21) 

Note: People in hell can speak, showing that they are not asleep. 

11. The Zidonians which are gone down with the slain ... Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be 

comforted, even Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword. (Ezekiel 32:30-31) 
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Note: Pharaoh, after being killed in battle is comforted in hell by seeing the Zidonians, who 

have also been killed in battle, enter hell with him. People can see in hell, have comforting 

thoughts of other people suffering and thus, are not sleeping. 

12. The rich man in Hell, could see, hear, taste and touch. 

Four times it says that he is tormented. 

"And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeing Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 

in his bosom (v.23). And he cried and said, father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in 

this flame (v.24). But Abraham said, ...now he (Lazarus) is comforted, and thou art tormented 

(v.25). 

Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 

For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 

torment (v.28)." (Luke 16:19-31)  

 

2. Old Testament Believers. 

 

In the Old Testament, the spirit and soul of a believer went immediately to the comfort of 

paradise in the lower parts of the earth. 

a) Now he (Lazarus) is comforted. (Luke 16:25) 

b) Jesus said unto him, verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in paradise. (Luke 

23:43)...... 

c) Samuel's spirit came up out of the earth after his death to tell Saul that tomorrow Saul, 

Jonathan and his other sons would be killed in battle, and would be with Samuel in paradise. 

"... The woman said to Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth ... What form is he of? And 

she said, an old man cometh up: and he is covered with a mantle. And Samuel said to Saul, 

Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? ... Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with 

me." (1 Samuel 28:12-19) 
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Note: Samuel was resting in paradise in the earth, and resented Saul disturbing him by 

bringing him up. Samuel was not asleep, just resting, not soul sleep, but conscious. 

When Jesus died, He descended into the lower parts of the earth, and after preaching to spirits 

in prison (1 Peter 3:19), He led all Old Testament believers out of paradise (inside the earth) 

and up to heaven. " ... when He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive ... (now that He 

ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?)" 

(Ephesians 4:8-9) 

 

By which also He went and preached unto the spirits in prison. (1 Peter 3:19) 

Jesus would not waste His time preaching to spirits imprisoned in the underworld if they were 

sleeping and could not hear Him. You only preach to those who are conscious. 

3. New Testament Believers. 

In the New Testament, the spirit and soul of believers go immediately upon dying to heaven. 

We know this because of these reasons: 

a) To depart and to be with Christ in heaven is far better. 

"For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and TO BE WITH CHRIST; which is 

far better." (Philippians 1:23) 

Paul desired to depart his body by dying, so that he could be with Christ IN HEAVEN, which is 

far better than staying on the earth. 

It is far better to go to soul consciousness with Christ in heaven. 

b) When we are absent from the body, we are present with the Lord in heaven. 

"... knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: we are 

confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord." 

(2 Corinthians 5:6, 8) 

 

When we are out of our body (death), we are present with the Lord. Where is the Lord now? In 

heaven. 
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Therefore believer's spirits and souls go to heaven on dying. 

c) Spirits of just men made perfect are now in heaven. 

"But ye are come unto ... the heavenly Jerusalem ... to the general assembly and church of the 

firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the SPIRITS of just 

men made perfect." (Hebrews 12:23-24) This clearly tells us that when believers die, their 

spirits go to heaven immediately. 

d) Christ at the Second Coming brings departed believers' souls with Him to the air. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 tells us that the spirits of believers who have died, are waiting in heaven 

until the day when Jesus Christ will bring their spirits and souls with Him at the second coming 

in the air to be rejoined with their resurrected bodies. "... them also which sleep in Jesus will 

God bring with Him." Their dead bodies, buried in the grave will be resurrected to rejoin their 

spirits and souls which Christ will bring with Him from heaven. Christ bringing their spirits and 

souls, shows that they are with Christ in heaven after death awaiting the resurrection. 

e) Souls of departed believers are in heaven crying out for revenge. 

After the rapture (catching away of believers to heaven) many people get saved in the seven 

year tribulation. Many of these are killed by the Antichrist. Do their souls go to soul-sleep in the 

grave? No! Their souls are seen under the altar in heaven: "I saw under the altar the SOULS of 

them that were slain for the word of God ... they cried with a loud voice, saying ..." (Revelation 

6:9-10) 

 

These souls of dead believers are in heaven. They can cry out with a loud voice. They have 

memory of their death on earth, crying for revenge. They are not unconscious or soul-sleeping 

in the grave. 

 

Objection: Some verses come close to saying that the dead are unconscious (e.g. Psalm 30:9, 

115:17, 146:4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Isaiah 38:18-19). These say that a dead body can't praise 
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God, but the soul is still alive. How do we understand these verses in the light of the vast 

majority of verses that teach that human souls are conscious after death?  

 

1. "What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall 

it declare thy truth? (Psalm 30:9) 

 

Answer: The Old Testament saints had a gloomy view of death. Death to them was seen as an 

interruption in their communion with God, even for believers. They saw death as a continuation 

of existence (Isaiah 14:9-11), but on terms which robbed it of all that deserves to be called life. 

David shared the common view, and he uses it as part of his appeal to God. 

 

2. "The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence. But we will bless the 

Lord." (Psalm 115:17) 

Answer: Jesus had not yet brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel. "But is now 

made manifest by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and 

hath brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel." (2 Timothy 1:10) 

Believers now have eternal life and an immortal soul. The Holy Spirit used Old Testament 

believers' limited understanding of the afterlife to urge them to praise God while they could. 

 

3. "His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts6250 perish." 

(Psalm 146:4) 

Answer: When a person dies, his earthly plans, ambitions and thoughts perish with him. When 

you are dead, you cannot contribute anything to fulfill your earthly ambitions. "Thoughts" in 

Hebrew mean "polished, sleek, plans formed in the mind". "His thoughts perish" means that his 

ambitions perish. "Eshtonah"6250 from "ashath"6245 is only ever used of "thoughts" here in 

Psalm 146:4. 
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"Thoughts" most commonly used in the Old Testament is "machashabah"4284, a different 

Hebrew word to that word used in Psalm 146:4. 

 

"Thoughts that perish" are the wicked man's plans and purposes which come to naught at his 

death. The thoughts which go to the grave are his vain projects. (e.g. the thoughts of the rich 

fool of building bigger barns and of many years of ease and prosperity.) All his selfish, worldly 

schemes, perished in that same night. (Luke 12:16-21). 

Luke 9:30-31 show that Moses and Elias lived after death to talk with Christ on the Mount 

Transfiguration. 

Luke 20:38 "He is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto Him." 

Colossians 3:2 The New Testament tells believers to "set your affections on things above." 

This means that we go to heaven at death. 

 

4. "... the dead know not anything ..." (Ecclesiastes 9:5) 

Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished." (Ecclesiastes 9:6) 

"There is no work, no device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave where thou goest." 

(Ecclesiastes 9:10) 

Answer: Ecclesiastes 9:4, 6, 10 is written from the standpoint of knowledge "under the sun", 

from the viewpoint of natural man who lives without thoughts for God. This restates the 

philosophy of unbelievers that "when you're dead, you're dead." 

 

"For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit 

cannot hope for thy truth." (Isaiah 38:18)  

The term "sleep", when applied to death, refers to death of the body only. After the resurrection 

of Christ, believers went into the presence of Christ at their death.  

 

Many of the reports from those who had a back to life experience says that they saw departed 

relatives awaiting their arrival. If this is true it could indicate that the dead believers in Heaven 
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already have recognizable bodies.This is better understood if we take the life forms as a series 

of sheath in which one sheath is soul all containing the spirit.  The Bible has a great many 

references to dead believers having recognizable bodies.   

• On the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus in some kind of 

body though neither yet had his permanent resurrection body. Yet there they were, 

talking and communicating with Jesus and evidently very recognizable to Peter, James, 

and John. You have to ask yourself, does this not indicate that there is not a life after 

our physical death occurs, considering that Moses and Elijah were still around after so 

many thousands of years 

• In the story of the Rich man and Lazarus as told by Jesus,  Abraham, Richman and 

Lazarus recognized each other.   

• In Revelation 6:9-10, the saved souls of those that were martyred and that were 

beneath the Altar had a voice with which they were able to cry up to God.  These souls 

were given white robes to wear and they could think and speak.  

• John 8:51 "Most truly I say to you, if anyone observes my word he will never see death." 

• John 11:25-26 "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he 

may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die." 

Verses like this tell us that if we put complete faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, then even though 

our human body will eventually die, our spiritual body - our soul - will never ever die." 

• Then there is the story of the dying thief, to whom Christ said, " Truly I say to you, today 

you shall be with me in paradise."   

I believe it is dangerous to dogmatize. Here is the real situation: 

Man consists of body, soul and spirit as we have discussed earlier.  Just look at the function of 

each part. Body is necessary for the soul to communicate with the material world using the 

senses.  Devoid of these sense organs, the soul cannot interact with the material world. If soul 

existed, it is still in existence but it cannot interact with the world now.  Bible also affirms that 

the spirit returns to God who gave it.  This will leave the soul without body and without spirit .  
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This would mean the souls have no open communication to either the material world or to the 

spiritual world.  This will be best described as sleep. 

  

.  

When a man die,  

• the body returns to earth and goes back into material elements. 

• The Spirit of man returns to God.   

This much is certain.   

As such the Soul is left alone which of course contains memories. All the life data is still in that 

hard disk.  Since within itself it is conscious, - or is it? - the soul can still dream.  

What the dogmatists miss out is the function of God. 

God can join this soul with the spirits by placing it in the Spirit realm if God wants to.   

 

Or God can make the soul and spirit return to the material realm if God can create a new body 

with the DNA codes afresh for that soul. This body can be material or immaterial in any 

dimension of existence. Man is man only with material body.  Can God make a ghost of the 

Man.  Certainly, if He wants that.  We would not call him Man.  We will call him a ghost or 

spirit.  It is still a resurrection of the soul.   
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Does God give a temporary body while we await for the resurrected glorified body? 

Some early Church Fathers, apparently including Justin, Irenaeus, Tertullian and Clement of 

Alexandria, believed that, in general, the saved did not enter heaven until Judgment Day, and 

during the interval between death and the resurrection they dwell happily in a delightful abode, 

awaiting their final glorification.   What kind of bodies do the believers who have died in Christ 

have now?  Since the resurrection of the body is in the future, are the present dead believers 

in heaven "disembodied" spirits or do they have some kind of temporary "intermediate" bodies 

?  Of course exceptions were admitted by God for the martyrs and some other classes of 

saints, who were admitted at once to the supreme joys of heaven. 

After this "particular judgment", according to Orthodox dogmatic theology, the soul experiences 

a foretaste of the blessedness or the eternal torment that awaits it after the resurrection. 
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Tertullian (c. 200) wrote that, even before final judgment, a soul "undergoes punishment and 

consolation in Hades in the interval, while it awaits its alternative of judgment, in a certain 

anticipation either of gloom or of glory" 

Hippolytus of Rome pictured a particular judgment of souls in Hades, by which the righteous 

are assigned to "a locality full of light" and the unrighteous are "forced down into the lower 

parts". 

Augustine of Hippo (d. 430), one of the Church fathers of the Catholic Church, wrote that the 

human part of the city of God (as opposed to the part composed of the angels) "is either 

sojourning on earth, or, in the persons of those who have passed through death, is resting in 

the secret receptacles and abodes of disembodied spirits".  He said that the dead are judged 

at death and divided into four groups:  

• the place of the truly virtuous, such as saints and martyrs, is Paradise;  

• the unmistakably evil are damned to eternal punishment in Hell;  

• the two intermediate groups, the not completely wicked, and the not completely good. 

These could be helped by the prayers of the living, though it seems that for the former 

repentance and the prayers of the living created a "more tolerable" hell, while the latter would 

pass through a penitential fire before being admitted to heaven at the time of the Last 

Judgment.  

 

This idea which finds no scriptural verification became a dogma leading to the building up of  

Purgatories in the Roman Catholic Church.  Unless the hell itself act as a purgatory it will 

remain another hypothesis. 

The faith of the Church concerning Purgatory is clearly expressed in the Decree 

of Union drawn up by the Roman Catholic Council of Florence (Mansi, t. XXXI, 

col. 1031), and in the decree of the Roman Catholic Council of Trent: 

"Whereas the Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy Ghost, has, from the 

sacred writings and the ancient tradition of the Fathers [of the Catholic Church], 

taught, in sacred councils, and very recently in this OEcumenical Synod, that 
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there is a Purgatory, and that the souls there detained are helped by the 

suffrages of the Faithful, but principally by the acceptable Sacrifice of the Altar 

[i.e., the Mass]..." (Roman Catholic Council of Trent, Decree Concerning 

Purgatory, Session 25, Wednesday, December 4, 1563). 

 

Epiphanius (haer., lxxv, P.G., XLII, col. 513) complains that Acrius (fourth cent.) 

taught that prayers for the dead were of no avail. In the Middle Ages, the Cathars 

and the Albigensians, and also the Waldenses, and Hussites, each of which 

rejected the actual existence of Purgatory. Saint Bernard (Sermon 66 On the 

Canticles, P. L. CLXXXIII, col. 1098) states that the so-called Apostolici denied 

Purgatory and the utility of prayers for the departed. In the 16th century, Martin 

Luther, O.S.A. [Schmalcaldic Article, Pars. II. Art. II, Sec. 12-15], and John Calvin 

[Instit. III 5, 6-10], denied the existence of Purgatory.  The Eastern-Rite Orthodox, 

e.g., the Greek Orthodox, seem to have a vague and indefinite notion of 

Purgatory [cf. Confessio Orthodoxa of Petrus Mogilas, P.I., q. 64-66-revised by 

Meletios Syrigos, and the Confessio of Dositheos, Decr. 18].   

Here the dead begin their eternal fates after death, either immediately or after being purified in 

purgatory. On judgment day, the dead are reunited with their bodies and their eternal fates 

continue.  

That is why Christ could say, "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the 

soul, but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body."Matthew10:28.   
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CHAPTER TEN 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE AGES 

Eph 2:7 that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

Defining an ”Age” 

so many words in the Bible are mistranslated by such words as “eternal,” “forever,” “ever and 

ever” when in actual fact the original word did not mean that at all. 

= Periods of Time 

aion 

A 

THE TWO-AGE MODEL 

The statement “this age”, and the “ages to come” is simplified usually as 

 

Obviously the bible is clear about the ages to come and to their characteristics. 

  

Matthew 12:32 "Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 

whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the 

age to come.  

We are sure of certain differences in the character of man in this and the age to come. 

Difference in the Ages 

Luke 20:35 

+ In the coming age they neither marry, nor are given in marriage. 
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Luk 20:34 And Jesus said to them, "The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage 

One of the reasons for this is that there is no multiplication or reproduction necessary. People 

do not die. 

+ For they can't die any more, 

+ they are equal to angels and are sons of God, We have already looked into the position of 

the Children of God 

+ being children of the resurrection 

Mark 10:30.. 

 

in this age. 
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But this is only to those who are worthy of resurrection 

Luke 20: 35. those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection from 

the dead. 

Thus there are certain standards and criteria to enter into this age through resurrection from 

the dead. They should be worthy if this age. Thus evidently there is a filtering process. 

 

Thus there is a separation of the men of this age into two groups. If we look in detail with the 

pronouncement of Jesus there are three groups. 

  

The first group is the one who goes into resurrection and becomes the bride of Christ. They 

become part of Christ. 
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1Th 4:15-17 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 

left until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel's 

call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we 

who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord. 

This is what we normally call as Rapture. In this resurrection only those who are in Christ are 

taken. 

 

1Co 15:51-57 “ Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable nature must put 

on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality. When the perishable puts 

on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying 

that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 

"O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?" 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
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But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

This is only part of the story. The next event in history is at the end of the ages when there will 

be visible appearance of Jesus on the earth to separate the rest of mankind into two groups. 

Thus we have one group separated out and totally redeemed and they are part of the Son of 

God himself as how the husband and wife are one. They are one body. 

Eph 5:31 -32 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh." This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying 

that it refers to Christ and the church; 

This is because, 

Rom 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. 

Hence we see a second resurrection into life, outside of the Church and a judgment. 

Mat 25:31-45 "When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 

them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place 

the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at his right 

hand, 'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 

 

Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or 

thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked 

and clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?' 

 

And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brethren, you did it to me.' 
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Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer, 'Lord, 

when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 

minister to thee?' Then he will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the 

least of these, you did it not to me.' 

 

Mat 25:46 And these shall go away to punishment (jklb zoe) age-during, (a^kb^mb aionios 

which is translated as eternal in other translations) but the righteous to life age-during.' (YLT) 

“The original word translated here as “punishment” means torment, or suffering inflicted for 

crime. The noun is used but in one other place in the New Testament - 1Jo 4:18; “Fear hath 

‘torment.’” The verb from which the noun is derived is twice used – Act 4:21; 2Pe 2:9. In all 

these places it denotes anguish, suffering, punishment. It does not mean simply a “state or 

condition,” but absolute, positive suffering” (JFB) 

 

The Last Judgment 

Gislebertus The Cathedral of St. Lazare in Autun, France 
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I have hope towards God that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of 

the unjust. Acts 24: 15. 

 

By the second resurrection the second set of people – the righteous ones – will join the 

resurrected eternal life. Now the question is what waits to those who are considered not worthy 

to attain to that age? It is described as, Second death, or Separation. 

 

Does this end the life of those unrighteous in annihilation?  

Some proposes that the wicked will be annihilated.  

If they go into annihilation cease to exist and cease to suffer and there is no punishment here. 

If they continue to exist in jail there is also a chance of redemption 

 

Psalm 88:10,11 “Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise thee? 

Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? Or thy faithfulness in destruction?” 

The answer is NO. 
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Thus the two age model is too simplistic, it is a.zero approximation. 

  

Ages – Word Study 

e[on also ae[on 

1. An indefinitely long period of time; an age. 

2. The longest division of geologic time, containing two or more eras. 

Are there other aeons? 

Eph 2:7 that He might show, in the ages that are coming, the exceeding riches of His grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus, (YLT) 

These are the words that we encounter in the words connected with ages. 

 

: aion 

It is sometimes translated world; world represents a period or a series of periods of time. 

Mat 12:32 And whoever says a word against the Son of man will be forgiven; but whoever 

speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come 
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Mat 13:40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the 

age. 

  

Mat 13:49 So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 

from the righteous, 

1Co 1:20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 1 Cor 2:6; Eph 1:21. 

oi aiones, 

the worlds, the universe, 

the aggregate of the ages or periods, and their contents which are included in the duration of 

the world. 1 Cor 2:7; 10:11; Heb 1:2; 9:26; 11:3 

Aei 

means habitually or continually within the limit of the subject's life. 

Tit. 1:12 One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, 

lazy gluttons." 

Acts 7:51; "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 

Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 2 Cor. 4:11; 6:10; Heb 3:10; 1 Pet. 3:15. 

'o aion ton aionon, 

the aeon of the aeons 

Ages unto ages 

Eph 3:21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Heb 1:8 But of the Son he says, "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, the righteous scepter 

is the scepter of thy kingdom. 

Rom 16:27 to the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Gal 1:5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Phi 4:20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

God existed before the ages and will continue to exist after the ages 
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aiodios 

everlasting 

Rom. 1:20 "the everlasting power and divinity of God." 

tou aioniou theou 

the eternal God 

Rom 16:25-26 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for 

long ages but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all 

nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- 

 

The function of Jesus himself fall within the aeons till all things are redeemed 
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1Ti 1:17 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 

ever. Amen 

Rev 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 

saying, "Great and 

wonderful are thy deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are thy ways, O King of the 

ages! 

'o basileus ton aionon, 

 

chronois aioniois 

in times ages 

times eternal 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

174 

 

 

That is still "the mystery" that has been kept in silence in times eternal (chronois aioniois) God 

therefore is 

described as the God of the aeons, the God who pervaded and controlled those periods before 

the incarnation. 

pro chronon aionion, 

before eternal (many ages) times 

2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:2 

kolasin aio_ nion 

“Eternal punishment (kolasin aio_nion). 

  

The word kolasin comes from kolazo_, to mutilate or prune. Hence those who cling to the 

larger hope use this phrase to mean age-long pruning that ultimately leads to salvation of the 

goats, as disciplinary rather than penal. There is such a distinction as Aristotle pointed out 

between mo_ria (vengeance) and kolasis. But the same adjective aio_nios is used with kolasin 

and zo_e_n. If by etymology we limit the scope of kolasin, we may likewise have only age-long 

zo_e_n. (eternal life) (Robertson Word Pictures)” 
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Zoe aionios 

translated as eternal life, 

occurs 42 times in N. T. (but not in LXX) is not endless life, but life pertaining to a certain age 

or aeon, or continuing during that aeon. 

All these suggests that the simple two age model is a simplistic model which needs further 

elaboration. However the revealed word gives us very little description of any age beyond the 

ages which is present and the next one. However we are given enough indications based on 

the nature and character of God and his promises to see the plan of universal salvation. 

However it is accomplished not in this age, but through many ages to come when God 

will redeem all mankind unto himself when all creation will be released from its bondage of 

death. 

 

 

1Co 2:6 -7 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden 

wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification 

(Pro 25:2-3) It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things 

out. As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the mind of kings is unsearchable. 

but the glory of kings is to search things out. As the heavens for height, and the earth for 

depth, so the mind of kings is unsearchable. 
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Deu 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God; but the things that are revealed 

belong to us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. Revealed 

things belongs to us and to our children  
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 B 

CHARACTER OF GOD 

The direct statement which defines the character of God in the Old Testament is found in the 

Mosaic revelation when God declares: 

Exo 34:6 -7 and Jehovah passeth over before his face, and calleth: `Jehovah, Jehovah God, 

merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in kindness and truth, keeping kindness for 

thousands, taking away iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and not entirely acquitting, 

charging iniquity of fathers on children, and on children's children, on a third generation , and 

on a fourth.' (YLT) This is repeated throughout Old Testament. 

 

The Old Testment is period of the Law.  

The whole history as presented in the Bible is a series of events where God loves and gives 

punishment, seemingly severe. God cannot entirely acquit sin. He punishes it. Hence Paul tells 

us that under the Law Every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of 

reward. Heb. 2: 2. 

But behind it all is the love, mercy and kindness typical of a Father. 

The fullness of revelation came through Jesus in the New Testament where God is presented 

as Love and as a Father in its fullness. 

“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). 

Jn 4:7 -13 Beloved, may we love one another, because the love is of God, and everyone who 

is loving, of God he hath been begotten, and doth know God; he who is not loving did not know 

God, because God is love. In this was manifested the love of God in us, because His Son--the 

only begotten--hath God sent to the world, that we may live through him; in this is the love, not 

that we loved God, but that He did love us, and did send His Son a propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if thus did God love us, we also ought one another to love; God no one hath ever 

seen; if we may love one another, God in us doth remain, and His love is having been 

perfected in us; in this we know that in Him we do remain, and He in us, because of His Spirit 

He hath given us.  
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The eternal damnation and everlasting Hell with suffering that never ends defeats the 

nature of God as Father and his character of Love 

 

Christ conquered death 

The function of Jesus was to defeat death and to redeem the whole creation. Every statement 

of redemption is referring to all. 

"The gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the 

way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does" (1 Peter 4:6). 

 I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to me" John 12:32 

Jesus...."is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 

world"1 John 2:2 
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"The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world"1 John 4:14 
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"...who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time" 1 Tim.2:6 

 

"We trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially those that believe" 1 

Tim.4:10 

 

"The lord is long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish"2 Pet.3:9 

"And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 

himself..." Col. 1:20 
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"The grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men" (Titus 2:11) 
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Hence the Salvation and Redemption through the sacrifice of Jesus Our Lord on the cross is 

for the whole mankind, nay much more, it is for the whole creation – the whole cosmos. 

 

Free willed Sons of God. 

This salvation is offered to the whole mankind by Jesus. However there is another factor that 

comes into play – the free will of the Children of God. 
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Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed. From whence come 

wars and fighting amongst you? Do they not come even of the lusts that war in your members? 

James 1: 14; 4: 1. 

“Christ by his Resurrection conquered death and extended his liberating power to the kingdom 

of the dead. 

Redemption nevertheless remains an offer of salvation which it is up to people to accept freely. 

This is why they will all be judged "by what they [have done]" (Rv 20:13). By using images, the 

New Testament presents the place destined for evildoers as a fiery furnace, where people will 

"weep and gnash their teeth" (Mt 13:42; cf. 25:30, 41), 

or like Gehenna with its "unquenchable fire" (Mk 9:43). All this is narrated in the parable of the 

rich man, which explains that hell is a place of eternal suffering, with no possibility of return, 

nor of the alleviation of pain (cf. Lk. 16:19-3 1). 

The Book of Revelation also figuratively portrays in a "pool of fire" those who exclude 

themselves from the book of life, thus meeting with a "second death" (Rv. 20:13f.). Whoever 

continues to be closed to the Gospel is therefore preparing for 'eternal destruction and 

exclusion from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might" (2 Thes 1:9).” 

(HEAVEN, HELL AND PURGATORY: Pope John Paul II) 
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C 

UNIVERSAL SALVATION 

Universal reconciliation, universal salvation or sometimes simply universalism, is the doctrine 

or belief that all will receive salvation, regardless of their current state because of the love and 

mercy of God. But it is not forced on to individuals because of the freedom God has given us. 

Every act will receive a just reward. As a result those who reject the offer of salvation will have 

to go through the experience of hell here and now as well as in the ages to come until he 

returns to the father. 

 

There are some who believe it to be a heresy because they feel it will reduce the impact of the 

immediacy of the gospel message. This is the day of salvation and this is the day of grace. If 

you miss this you care going to suffer through hell. That is the gospel in truth. 

Various early fathers definitely expressed this concept. These include: 

• Clement of Alexandria, in the 3rd century 

• Origen in the 3rd century, 

• St. Gregory of Nyssa in the 4th century, who was declared "the father of fathers" by the 

seventh ecumenical council 

• and St. Isaac the Syrian in the 7th century, 

Four of the six theological schools of thought in ancient Christendom supported universalism 

and only one supported eternal damnation. Additionally, theological thought appears more 

varied before the strong influence of Augustine, who forcefully denied universal salvation 

  

What we are told is that Jesus will redeem ALL THINGS and will make all things new. We have 

no definite revelation regarding these intermediary states. Theologians through the ages have 

suggested various methods. 
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D 

SIMPLE TWO AGE MODELS 

 

                                   

 

This is the simple western evangelistic model. They refuse to accept any further age. Thus 

those who are in 

Christ (Christians) will live eternally in Heaven and those who are not in Christ (Non Christians) 

will live eternally in hell in eternal suffering. This of course violates the character of God as 

Father. How can there be joy in heaven when relations of those in heaven still burn in hell? 

God will have to bring in a memory wipe out for them. Of course all creation is not made new 

here. 

Some group devised another solution where the Non Christians are totally annihilated. They 

cease to exist. So they don’t suffer any more. 
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Taking these factors the possible plan of salvation that is suggested is as follows: 

What Paul and the New Testament assert is: 

There is a separation of men into two groups from one age to the other. One enters into 

Heaven and the other to Hell. The presence of God continues even in the Hell because there 

is nothing outside of God. 

Psa 139:7 -8 Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I 

ascend to heaven, thou art there! If I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there! 

Ultimately All creation will be reconciled and redeemed. 

Thus in the love of God as a Father the patience of God continues through the Ages until by 

their own choice every Son will all return to the Father. This is illustrated by the parable of the 

Prodigal Son. 

This mystery however is not fully exposed in the Bible for the simple reason, that the gospel is 

for now. Today is the day of salvation. Sadhu Sunder Singh presents it as follows: 
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E 

 IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE    

 

“I was also told that the love of God operates even in Hell. 

Those in Hell will ultimately be brought to Heaven, like the prodigal son, but with regard to the 

ultimate fate of certain in number you must not ask. 

There is a kind of heavenly joke – no, joke is not a good word for it. Very few will be lost but 

many will be saved. It is so but don’t tell,’ they said, as it were in jest, ‘because it will make 

men careless, and we want them to enjoy the First Heaven - that is, the Heaven on earth - as 

well.’ 

Though we have no definite revelation on how this process takes place. Paul gives the 

following necessary events before this is achieved 

1Co 15:22-28 

• For as in Adam ALL die, so also in Christ shall ALL be made alive. 

• But each in his own order: 

What is this order? 

o Christ the first fruit; 

o then they that are Christ's, at his coming. 

o Then we have the white throne judgment when the righteous non-believer are given the 

earth. Mat 25:46 

“And these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal life. “ 
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These are sure events, since we have details about these events in the Bible. 

Then what? 

o Somethings happen so that it leads to a state - 

o when he shall have abolished all rule and all authority and power. 

o For he must reign, 

o till he hath put all his enemies under his feet. (These are the evil forces of the whole cosmos) 

o For, He put all things in subjection under his feet. 

o The last enemy that shall be abolished is death. 

• And when all things have been subjected unto him 

• then shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that did subject all things unto him, 

• Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; But 

when he saith, All things are put in subjection, it is evident that he is excepted who did subject 

all things unto him 

• that God may be all in all. 

These are very cryptic statements. Evidently the struggle with the powers of darkness 

continues beyond the White Throne judgment until Christ reigns. Then the Son himself will 

merge with the Father so that God fill the whole cosmos. 
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(1Co 15:26) The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
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Rom 8:19-21 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in 

hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

Rom 8:23-24 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope 

we were saved. 

 

Eph 1:9-10 For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite 

all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 



SIN, DEATH AND BEYOND:  M.M.NINAN    

 

193 

 

 

 

Rev 21:5 And he who sat upon the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." 
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(1Co 15:28) When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected 

to him who put all things under him, that God may be everything to everyone. 

The cycle of Fall and Total Redemptions through a number of ages, brings back the cosmos to 

its original consonance in God. 

Here is the plan of salvation that is suggested in these verses which satisfies all the sequence 

of events.  

You were created once and your body may die, but you will live.  
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This idea is further exploited to introduce the concept of Purgatory even for the believers by 

the Roman Church. 

“Purgatory Is Necessary Purification 

Before we enter into full communion with God, every trace of sin within us must be eliminated 

and every imperfection in our soul must be corrected 

At the General Audience of Wednesday, 4 August 1999, following his catecheses on heaven 

and hell, the Holy Father reflected on Purgatory. He explained that physical integrity is 

necessary to enter into perfect communion with God therefore "the term purgatory does not 

indicate a place, but a condition of existence", where Christ "removes ... the remnants of 

imperfection". “ Pope Paul II 
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Just as we have no details of what happens in the ages to come, we don’t have any detail 

regarding the Purgatory. It is an elaboration of concept of ages. 
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"By your command death became the power, 

But by your resurrection, you have removed this" 

 

So says the liturgy of the Eastern Churches.  The law which bound everything in the material 

world to go from order to disorder came to an end when Jesus rose from the dead on the third 

day.  The Second Law of Thermodynamics has been reversed in that grave when Jesus 

defeated death.  This resurrection power is available to all who accept Him. 
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God also tells us in the Bible that we are going to get these earthly bodies back not the 

decaying body but a glorified body which will go from glory unto glory which is sometimes 

called spiritual body to indicates that even the material will encloth other higher dimension.  

What we have is not just matter but the essence that is the substance of the body of God 

Himself whose form is found in Christ.   The redeemed will exist in all the realms of cosmos, 

material, soul , spirit and into the divine.  

 In Corinthians 15:42-44, he speaks not only about these earthly bodies but also about our 

spiritual bodies. 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. 

The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 

It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 

It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 

It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

And all this is going to happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18But we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
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 "There shall be no more curse" (Revelation 22:3).  
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"Because the [creation] itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God" (Romans 8:21). 

 

"The old law of entropy, along with "the law of sin and death" (Romans 8:2) which 

accompanied it, will be gone once and for all—all because Christ lives!" 

http://www.icr.org/article/entropy-resurrection/ 
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