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PART ONE

YEAR OF BIRTH OF JESUS
PROF. M. M. NINAN
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CHAPTER ONE

BIRTH OF JESUS AND HEROD THE GREAT
The dating of any past historical event is complicated because of
the lack of uniform calendar and dates as we have today. Due to
the lack of such a system, events are dated based on landmarks in
time. They include eclipses, earthquakes and special events such
as the beginning of the rule of a King. These are referred to as
the Regnal years. Regnal years start as zero year from the date of
ascension to the end of that year.
Before the death of King Herod [Luke 1.5])
In trying to determine the year of the birth of Christ the first hint
comes from the year of death of Herod since Jesus was born
before that.
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Herod I the Great(73 – 4/1BC)
King of the Jews, Ruler of Galilee and Batanea
Coin of king Herod (British Museum)

Copper coin of Herod, bearing the legend "ΒΑΣΙΛΕΩΣ
ΗΡΩΔΟΥ"
(" Basileōs Hērōdou")
There is an ongoing debate on this date. Earlier dating of the
death of Herod is given as April of 4 BC. Flavius Josephus tells
us that Herod died shortly after an eclipse of the moon
(Antiquities of the Jews, Book XVII, Chapter VI, end of 4th
paragraph), but prior to Passover (Wars of the Jews, Book II,
Chapter I, paragraph 3.) We know that there were eclipses of the
moon on the following dates:
3
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A total eclipse on March 23rd, 5 BC at 8.52 pm.



A partial eclipse on March 13th, 4 BC at 4.04 am.



A total eclipse on January 10th, 1 BC at 1.35 am.

Taking 4 BC eclipse as choice will leads to the birth of Jesus to 6
BC.
However many others believe that this is in error. A later date of
1 BC is now preferred. Chuck Missler quotes another source
which gives the death of King Herod as January 14, 1 B.C.
(Magillath Ta'anith, an ancient Jewish scroll contemporary with
Jesus.)
In “The Date of Herod's Death: The Errors Corrected”

by

Murrell Selden also gives arguments that leads to a date for the
death of Herod the Great as January 26 (Shebat 2) in 1 B. C. .
The calculation is based on the dating of battle for the Roman
Empire at Actium.
Here is what Josephus tells us at page 320, Book XV, Chapter V,
Section 2, as follows:
"2. At this time it was that the fight happened at Actium,
between Octavius Caesar and Anthony in the seventh year of the
reign of Herod; and then it was also that there was as earthquake
in Judea, such a one as had not happened at any other time...."
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Roman history tells us that the date of the battle was September
2nd of 31 B. C.
Then Herod began to rule in (31+ 6) BC 37.
Book XVII, Chapter VIII, Section 1, Josephus goes on to say:
"When he had done those things, he died, the fifth day after he
had caused Antipater to be slain; having reigned, since he
procured Antigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had
been declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven."
This takes us to the death of Herod as BC 1.
Book XVII, Chapter VI, Section 4, of Josephus goes on to say
that during the period


there was an eclipse of the moon.



Herod killed a person named Matthias



and deprived another Matthias of the high priest position.



It was a date of a fast before the death of Herod.

So identifying the lunar eclipse near a fast will fix the year.
Shebat 2 is the traditional Jewish date for the death of
Herod. Using a calendar computer program, Selden estimated
that the best fit Shebat 2 as probably January 26 in 1 B. C. That
was Julian Day Number 1,721,082.56 (calc).
5
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January 10, 1 B.C., there was a total lunar eclipse visible in
Palestine, and January 26, 1 BC Passover fits nicely. War of
Varus, known to have followed Herod's death, can be redated to 1
B.C., where it fits the other known facts perfectly.

The magi came to Herod and told him when they had seen the
star of Christ in the East. Herod wanting to protect his royal line
had all males in Bethlehem under two-year old killed. (Matthew
2.1) This 2 year limit must have been a safe upper limit.

The Joseph family fled in time and took refuge in Egypt. The
Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas written possibly around
the end of first century says that this took place when Jesus was
two years old.
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They returned after the death of Herod from Egypt which
according to the Infancy Gospel of Thomas was when Jesus was
five years old. So Herod must have died during the age period of
2 years to 5 years of Jesus.
Assuming the death of Herod as 4 BC, the birth of Christ could
be placed between 9 BC and 5 BC. It is usually taken as 6 BC.
Assuming the death of Herod as 1 BC we arrive at the birth of
Jesus between 5 BC and 2 BC . It is generally taken as 2 BC.
Dionysius Exiguus (c.470 – c.544) and
In 525 A.D. a Scythian monk in Rome, Dionysius Exiguus was
preparing tables for determining the date of Easter on the Roman
Calendar. He decided to abandon the Roman calendar based on
the first year of the reign of Emperor Diocletian (29 Aug., 284).
His idea was to start a calendar “Anno Domini”, the “Year of Our
Lord” based on his calculated year of the birth of Jesus Christ.
Dionysius based his calculation on two verses:
Luke 3:1 - Jesus was baptized in the 15th year of the reign of
Tiberius
Luke 3:23 says Jesus was about 30 years old at the start of his
ministry, His baptism.
Using this and other data available to him, he calculated the
probable year of Jesus birth as occurring in the 753rd since the
founding of the Roman empire, which he called AD 1.
7

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN
The Julian calendar began in 45 BC (709 AUC) as a reform of
the Roman calendar by Julius Caesar. The more modern
Gregorian calendar eventually superseded the Julian calendar
when it used corrected intercallary days.
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CHAPTER TWO

CENSUS
BIRTH OF JESUS AND GOVERNOR PUBLIUS
SULPICIUS QUIRINIUS
(c. 51 BCE - 21 CE)

Mary and Joseph register for the census before Governor Quirinius.
Byzantine mosaic c. 1315.
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Luke 2:1-2: Now it came about in those days that a decree went
out from Caesar Augustus that a census be taken of all the
inhabited earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. And all were proceeding to register for
the census, everyone to his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of
David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and family of David, in order to register along with Mary, who
was engaged to him and was with child.
Since the reason for Joseph and Mary to make the trip from
Nazareth to Bethlehem was the Roman Census,(Luke 2.3-7) if we
could identify the time when this was done in Palestine we could
pin point the birth of Jesus.
Luke 2.1-2 identifies a census


taken throughout the Roman Empire



during the reign of Caesar Augustus,



by Cyrenius (also Quirinius) when he was governor of
Syria.

However there is no historical record of this particular census in
the annuls of Rome. Since the Roman Empire was very vast
census was spread over several years and this particular census
must have been following any of the earlier orders. This is
10
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implied in the statements referring to censes as “in the days of”
the censes showing a prolonged period of time. (See Luke 2 and
Act 5:37). It is now known that the practice of occasional census
was a routine practice in the Roman Vassal States.
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When Quirinius was Governor of Syria
Strictly speaking Quirinius was Governor of Syria with authority
over Judea only from in AD 6 - 9, when the province was brought
under direct Roman control. During that time,

the "Great

Enrollment" and valuation of property in Palestine did take place.
But Herod died in BC 4 or 1. So if this is the only time when
Quirinius was Governor of Syria then we cannot have a date of
BC.

Luke is considered to be a good historian who did his

writing after through research and scrutiny.
Though Quirinius, was not the Governor of Syria and Judea at
the time of King Herod's death he was a trusted representation of
Emperor to the provinces of the Roman empire in that region
(Tacitus , Annals 3:48; Florus, Roman History 2:31). There are
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indications pointing him as a co-ruler with the governor of Syria)
alongside of Quintilius Varus who was not really trusted by the
Emperor). His first reign began in 12 B.C. as co-legate (not as a
full Governor), and, indeed, he ordered a census in 9 B.C. It is
quite likely that Quirinius was placed in charge of the sensitive
census in Judea during the time of Herod.

Res Gestae

Inscription and the Aemilius Secundus Inscription is said to
confirm both the early census and the earlier co-reign of
Quirinius.
Tertullian, in his Adv. Marcionem, IV, 7, he says, "There is
historical proof that at this very time censuses had been taken in
Judaea by Sentius Saturninus respecting the family and descent
of Christ." And he dated the census taken at the time of Christ's
birth as 3/2BC.
Josephus wrote:
"Quirinius, a Roman senator who had gone through other
magistracies, and had passed through them all until he had
become consul, was appointed governor of Syria by Caesar and
was given the task of assessing property there and in Judea."
A linguistic interpretation of Luke 2.1 is that the verse should be
translated 'BEFORE: the census of Quirinius' instead of the
customary 'FIRST census of Quirinius'
13
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Grammatical Insights into the New Testament, T&T Clark: 1966,
pp. 23,24 and Syntax, p. 32.) The use of the word “first” or
“prota” can also mean “before”. Quirinius was Governor of
Syria in 6 AD. An earlier census could easily have taken place
before Quirinius was appointed governor, but while he was in
charge in some capacity in Syria.
Again 'Governorship' is the VERY general term hegemon, which
in extra-biblical Greek was applied even to prefects, provincial
governors, and even Caesar himself.
Census
Even though Historians have not been able to find any empirewide census or registration in the years 7-5 B.C., there is a
possible reference to such a registration of all the Roman people
not long before 5 February 2 B.C. written by Caesar Augustus
himself:
"While I was administering my thirteenth consulship [2 B.C.] the
senate and the equestrian order and the entire Roman people gave
me the title Father of my Country “Pater Patriae”, " (Res Gestae
35).
In order to give this award a consensus of the citizens were
needed. Ot was then extended to include non-citizen within the
empire. This award was given to Augustus on 5 February 2 B.C.
14
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Orosius, in the fifth century, also said that Roman records of his
time revealed that a census was indeed held when Augustus was
made "the first of men". Orosius dated the census to 3 B.C.
Josephus also mentions this an oath of obedience to Augustus in
Judea not long before the death of Herod (Antiquities I7:4I-45).
The early (fifth century) Armenian historian, Moses of Khoren,
said the census that brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem was
conducted by Roman agents in Armenia where they set up "the
image of Augustus Caesar in every temple.''. An Inscription in
Turkey Paphlagonian also describes a similar oath census taken
in 3 B.C
The Deeds of Augustus says that Augustus had ordered three
major censuses in his empire and that many local census were
also conducted

15
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CHAPTER THREE
DATE OF BAPTISM OF JESUS
Luke 3:23 Jesus was about 30 when he was baptized by John

Luke 3.23 states that 'At the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius as
emperor of Rome Jesus was about thirty years' old .

16
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Tiberius Julius Caesar Augustus (November 16, 42 BC – March 16,
AD 37), born Tiberius Claudius Nero, was Roman Emperor from 14
AD to 37 AD. Thus the regnal year started at 14 AD and 15th Regnal
year will fall in 29 AD and Jesus was about 30 then.
This would place the birth of Jesus at about 2 BC.
The statement “about thirty” does not allow us much accuracy. The
only condition for holding any priestly office was that one should be
over thirty. This is what Luke was referring to.

17
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CHAPTER FOUR
EARLY FATHERS
Now we turn to the witness of the early fathers.
Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus, known as Tertullian
(c. 160 – c. 220 AD)

Tertullian says: ‘When Augustus had been reigning for twenty-eight
years after the death of Cleopatra, Christ was born., and the same
Augustus survived after Christ was born fifteen years; and the
remaining times of years to the day of the birth of Christ bring us to the
forty-first year, which is the 28th of Augustus after the death of
Cleopatra.’
‘Cleopatra reigned jointly with Augustus

13 years

After Cleopatra's death Augustus reigned

43 years

all the years of the reign of Augustus were

56 years
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He died fifty-six years later, on 19 August, A.D. 14.
Augustus began to rule 41 years before the birth of Jesus and died 15
years after that event.
Augustus died on August 19, 14 A.D., placing Jesus' birth before 2.
B.C. and Augustus began to reign in 43 BC.
Tertullian also notes that Jesus was born 28 years after the death of
Cleopatra.

Antony and Cleopatra committed suicide in August 30

B.C., which gives the birth of Jesus as 2 B.C. also.

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Roman Empire (135 A.D. to 203
A.D.)
Irenaeus was a disciple of Polycarp, who, in turn was a disciple
of the Apostle John.

Iraneus wrote “Our Lord was born about the forty-first year of the
reign of Augustus.’ Since Augustus began his reign in the autumn of
43 B.C., this also substantiate the birth in 2 B.C.
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Hippolytus of Rome (c 170 – c 236)

in his latin translation of his Chronicons says: :
“And after the transmigration into Babylon until the birth of
Christ, there were 14 generations, 660 years, and from the birth
of Christ until the Passion there was 30 years and from the
Passion up until this year which is the 13th year of the Emperor
Alexander, there is 206 years.” Chronicon Section 687
The 13th year of Emperor Alexander Severus was 235 AD which
makes 29AD for crucifixion of Jesus. Taking 30 years from it
gives 1 AD for the Birth of Jesus. In Chronicon, Hippolytus
says that Jesus died when he was 30, but in his Commentary on
Daniel he says he was 33 years old. These may be manuscript
errors. if we assume that the Armenian manuscript is more
accurate than the Latin we arrive at Jesus being born in 3BC.
Hence we have a range of possible years from 1 to 3 BC

20
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Eusebius of Caesarea (264-340 A.D.),

Eusebius called Eusebius Pamphili became the Bishop of Caesarea in
Palestine about the year 314 referred to as .the "Father of Church
History," ascribes it to the 42nd year of the reign of Augustus and the
28th from the subjection of Egypt on the death of Anthony and
Cleopatra. The 42nd year of Augustus ran from the autumn of 2 B.C. to
the autumn of 1 B.C. The subjugation of Egypt into the Roman Empire
occurred in the autumn of 30 B.C. The 28th year extended from the
autumn of 3 B.C. to the autumn of 2 B.C. the only date that would meet
both of these constraints would be the autumn of 2 B.C.
Origen Adamantius, c.AD 185–254,
Origen said that Christ was born in the forty-first year of Caesar
Augustus, that Augustus reigned fifty-six years, and that after the birth
of Christ there remained fifteen years of his reign. His figures are
evidently the same as those of Tertullian, and lead to the same result,
namely that Christ was born around, 2 B.C

21
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Titus Flavius Clemens (c.150 - c. 215), known as Clement of
Alexandria said:

‘Our Lord was born in the twenty-eighth year, when the first census
was ordered to be taken in the reign of Augustus.’
Epiphanius of Salamis (ca. 310–320 – 403) was bishop of Salamis and
metropolitan of Cyprus
Epiphanis says that Christ was born in the 42nd year of the reign of
Augustus which leads to 2 B.C.

22
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He dates the Epiphany of Christ was in January of the year in which
the consuls were Octavius for the thirteenth time, and Silvanus. Taking
the term Epiphany as the first appearance of Christ which imply the
conception of Mary took places sometime in January 2 B.C. This will
lead to the birth of Jesus in October of 2 BC.
Apollinarius of Laodicea, (c 310 - c 390 AD),

Apollinarius said that from the birth of Christ to the eighth year of
Claudius Caesar was forty-nine years.
Claudius became emperor on 25 January, A.D. 41,

23
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So his eighth year began in January, 48.
Hence according this Christ was born in the year 2 B.C.
Dionysius Exiguus

Dionysius Exiguus calculated the Birth of Jesus on December 25, 1BC
This led to the starting of year of Our Lord – Anno Domini seven days
later as January 1 , 1 AD.
Under the direction of Pope St. John I (A.D. 523-526), Dionysius
Exiguus introduced the use of B.C. and A.D. With the Edict of Milan
legitimizing Christianity in A.D. 413 and ultimately making it the
official religion of the Roman Empire, the birth of Christ became the
“epoch event” used for dating. B.C. stands for before Christ, and A.D.
stands for anno domini, or “in the year of our Lord”
Thus the Early Christian traditions puts the birth of Jesus at around 2
BC. This will fit within the chronology only if Herod was alive until 1
BC and not in 4 BC.

24
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PART TWO

DATE OF BIRTH OF JESUS
PROF. M. M. NINAN
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CHAPTER ONE

JEWISH CALENDAR

The Jewish calendar is primarily lunar, with each month beginning on
the new moon. In old days when astronomy was not perfected,, the
new months used to be determined by observation which was declared
by the Sanhedrin on the testimony of two eyewitnesses. This practice is
still used in the middle east by the muslims.
1 lunar month = 29.53059 days
Hebrew lunar calendar, is in fact lunisolar calendars. That is, months
are kept on a lunar cycle, but then intercalary days are added to bring
the lunar cycles in synchronisation with the solar year.

In the

wilderness days lunar months were perfect and was directly visible to

26
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people. Since the average value is about 29.5 days, months alternate
between 29 and 30 days in the Hebrew calendar

27
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However as the Israelites settled down and became a community based
on agriculture, the solar integration became necessary in order that the
cycle of seasons are predictable. One direct method to do this was by
adding another 13th month – Adar II. This method is still practiced in
Ethiopian Calendar. Within a one year period, 12 lunar cycles are

29
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completed in 12 X 29.5 = 354 days. Therefore the difference between
12 lunar cycles and one solar cycle is 365 – 354 = 11 days.

Lunar year, is 354 days which needs around 11 days to make a solar
year. 13th month was inserted based on the agricultural calendar so
that harvest will occur during the period of First Fruits.

“The year may be intercalated on three grounds: 'aviv [i.e.the ripeness
of barley], fruits of trees, and the equinox. On two of these grounds it

30
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should be intercalated, but not on one of them alone.” (Tosefta
Sanhedrin 2.2, Herbert Danby, Trans., Tractate Sanhedrin Mishnah
and Tosefta, Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, London and
New York, 1919, p. 31. Also quoted in Sacha Stern, Calendar and
Community: A History of the Jewish Calendar Second Century BCETenth Century CE, Oxford University Press, 2001, p. 70..

In the fourth century, Hillel II established a fixed calendar based on
mathematical and astronomical calculations. This is based on a 19 year
cycle, The additional month of Adar II is added with a full 30 days in
the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th and 19th years of the cycle.
Numbering of Jewish Years
The Jewish years are counted based on the “year of creation” or rather
based in the Adamic era from the date Adam started to count his days
and then following the Chronology of the Patriarchs.
Months of the Jewish Year

There are actually two calendars in use. One starts from the month of
Nissan, which celebrated the freedom of the Jewish people from the
slavery of Egypt. The Jewish Civil New Year is in Tishri, the seventh
month when the day of Atonement is celebrated as a renewal of the
nation. The number of days between 1 of Nissan and 1 of Tishri will
remain constant. Leap years changes the number of days from 8th
month onwards to the beginning of next Nissan.
The Jewish calendar has the following months:
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In the fourth century, a fixed calendar was developed by Jewish
scholars to compensate for the fact that there are 12.4 lunar months in a
solar year. The new version, used right to modern times, standardized
the calendar for the course of a 19 year cycle, so that it meshes
perfectly with the seasons. To do this, certain months had a set variable
number of days, and a 13th month, Adar II, was added in the 3rd, 6th,
8th, 11th, 14th, 17th and 19th years of the cycle. In leap years, Adar has
30 days. In non-leap years, Adar has 29 days.
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Note that the number of days between Nissan and Tishri is always the
same. Because of this, the time from the first major festival (Passover
in Nissan) to the last major festival (Sukkot in Tishri) is always the
same.

The northern Kingdom of Israel counted years using the ecclesiastical
new year starting on 1 Aviv (Nisan), while the southern Kingdom of
Judah counted years using the civil new year starting on 1 Tishrei. By
the time of Jesus, the Kingdom of Israel was gone and hence the only
calendar used by the temple was the Civil Calendar starting 1 Tishrei.
It started with the ending of the sins of the last year at the Day of
Atonement.

"New Year" is 1 Tishrei, which actually begins in the seventh month of
the ecclesiastical year. On that day the formal New Year festival, Rosh
Hashanah ("Head of the Year") is observed. (see Ezekiel 40:1, which
uses the phrase "beginning of the year".) This is the civil new year, and
the date on which the year number advances.

34
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CHAPTER TWO

DATE OF CHRISTMAS
A GREAT WONDER IN HEAVEN
A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN,
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Various methods of arriving at the dates of birth have been employed
throughout Christian History with lot of mud slinging from sponsors;
Four of these are explained below:
1. Analysis based on astrological studies
2. Analysis based on the Lord's festivals and implications of what
they mean.
3. Analysis based on the temple service of Zechariah
4. Early church Documents
1: The Arguments Based on Revelation 12:1-5
By a very intricate astronomical argument following a statement from
the book of Revelation, Dr. Ernest L. Martin
(http://ad2004.com/prophecytruths/Articles/Yeshua/yeshuabirth5.html)
proposes that Jesus was actually born on Rosh Ha-Shanah on
September 11 in 3 BC between 6:15 and 7:45 PM The Argument runs
as follows:
Revelation 12:1-5
"And there was a great wonder [sign] in heaven a woman clothed with
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of
twelve stars: and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and
pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven:
and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and
seven crowns upon his head. And his tail drew the third part of the
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood
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before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her
child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a man child, who
was to rule all nations with a rod of iron."
This could hardly be a description of the Virgin Mary. This "Woman"
had the heavens associated with her - the Sun, Moon and the Twelve
Stars. John said that this particular display was a wonder (a sign) and
that it was "in heaven."

The Bible speaks of three "heavens."
The first is that in which the birds fly and all weather phenomena occur
(Jeremiah 4:25; I Kings 18:45).
The second is that of the Sun, Moon, planets and stars (Genesis 1:17).
The third heaven is that where God lives (II Corinthians 12:2).

37
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The Woman in the first three verses is featured as being in heaven with
both the Sun and the Moon . So this woman is in the second heaven and
is not on earth.
So the Woman represents a constellation - which fits the constellation
Virgo the Virgin. Virgo is often represented as a lady with the sheaf in
hand - the first fruits of wheat. In the period of Jesus' birth, the Sun
entered into the head position of the Virgo around August 13, and
exited from her feet about October 2. The Sun was "clothing" or
"adorning" the Woman so that the Sun in the vision was in a midbodied to the Woman The only time in the year that the Sun could be in
a position to "clothe" the celestial Woman called Virgo (that is, to be
mid-bodied to her, in the region where a pregnant woman carries a
child) is when the Sun is located between about 150 and 170 degrees
along the ecliptic. This "clothing" of the Woman by the Sun occurs for
a 20-day period each year. This 20-degree spread indicates the general
time when Jesus was born. In 3 BC, the Sun would have entered this
celestial region about August 27 and exited from it about September
15. Jesus the Man-Child would have to be born within that 20-day
period. From the point of view of the Magi who were astrologers, this
would have been the only logical sign under which the Jewish Messiah
might be born.

38
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“Now, if the Great Sign of the Virgin is taken literally, it would appear
in the sky as the Sun in Virgo with the Moon under her feet. This
actually occurred September 11, 3 BC (Julian) as shown in the
illustration. On that day the Sun was in Virgo and the Moon was under
her feet. Since the actual New Moon was a 2:35 PM on September 9 in
Bethlehem, the Moon was still near the Sun on September 11. For a
brief time after Sunset on September 11, the Moon would have been
visible until 7:13 PM.” http://www.biblenews1.com/grace/graced.htm
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Virgo is actually located within the last ten degrees of Leo. Thus, the
story of Jesus and his mission on earth, as related by these heavenly
symbols, should logically begin with his birth from a virgin and
conclude with him being crowned king in the final sign of Leo the Lion
(with its chief star being Regulus - the King Star).
Prof. Thorley has shown that there are exactly twelve stars surrounding
the head of Virgo as we see them from earth. They are (according to
astronomical terminology): (1) Pi, (2) Nu, (3) Beta (near the ecliptic),
(4) Sigma, (5) Chi, (6) Iota - these six stars form the southern
hemisphere around the head of Virgo. Then there are (7) Theta, (8) Star
60, (9) Delta, (10) Star 93, (11) Beta (the second magnitude star) and
(12) Omicron - these last six form the northern hemisphere around the
head of Virgo. All these stars are visible ones that could have been
witnessed by observers on earth. ( See the map above)
Thus, the description of the apostle John in Revelation Twelve
describes a perfectly normal heavenly scene that could be recognized
by all people on the inhabitable areas of the earth. Here was Virgo with
twelve stars around her head, while the Sun was in uterine position and
the Moon under her feet. And again, the only time this could have
occurred in 3 BC was on the Day of Trumpets (or Rosh Ha-Shanah).
The position of the Moon in John's vision actually pinpoints the
nativity to within a period of an hour and a half (within 90 minutes) on
that day. This may appear an outlandish assessment to make, but it is
quite possible. In short, the Book of Revelation shows the precise hour
and a half of Jesus' birth!
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The key is the Moon. The apostle said it was located "under her feet
gives about 6:15 p.m. (sunset), and lasted until around 7:45 p.m.
(moonset )
So Jesus was actually born on Rosh Ha-Shanah on September 11 in 3
BC between 6:15 and 7:45 PM.
The problem in this treatment is the validity of the assumption that this
passage refers to the birth of Jesus. In the beginning of the book we are
specifically told that
Rev 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show
his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending
his angel to his servant John
So the whole book of Revelation is concerning the period after the
Patmos revelation and does not refer to the birth of Jesus or to the past
history. The portion cannot be a bible code for the date of birth of
Jesus. The remaining portion of Rev. 12 does not show any reasonable
connection with the assumption. In other words this is a typical
example of a text taken out of context. Revelation being a book which
permits varying interpretations, this is not surprising.
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CHAPTER THREE

DATE OF CHRISTMAS
LORD'S FESTIVALS
Analysis based on the Lord's Festivals and Implications of what
they mean.
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a. Argument Based on Jewish expectation of arrival of Elijah.

The Jews always put an extra empty chair at the table and an extra cup
of wine on the table during the Pesach meal. They also left the front
door open during the Passover Seder in the hope that Elijah will come
and join the meal heralding the coming of messiah. . Jesus identified
John the Baptist as Elijah who was to come. Hence it can be assumed
that he was born on Pesach.
"If John the Baptist was born at Pesach, Jesus must have been born
during the High Holy Days or at Succoth (40 weeks later). In Luke 1:26
and 36 we are told that Jesus was six months younger than John."
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b. Argument Based on Emmanuel
"We are given a possible clue about the time of the birth by the angel
who appeared to the shepherds. He said, "Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people" (Luke 2:10).
There are actually two clues here. Succoth is a festival of joy, and it is
also known as the "Festival of the Nations". The angel was actually
giving them a greeting for the Festival of Succoth. This is the only
festival where the nations are positively encouraged to participate
(Zechariah 14:16-19). "
"The birth of Yeshua at Succoth fulfils another prophecy: "The virgin
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
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Emmanuel - which means, "God with us". (Matt. 1:23, a quotation from
Isaiah 7:14)."

God with us—Emmanuel, Jesus
Johns in his gospel mentions the idea of the Word coming to earth in a
fleshly tabernacle.
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and Tabernacle among us.
"If the day of his birth were the first day of Succoth, the day of his
circumcision would be the eighth day of Succoth, which, like the first
day, is a day of sacred assembly.
(Leviticus 23:39). On this day, or traditionally the day after, the Jews
complete their annual cycle of Torah readings and start again from
Bereshit (Genesis). It is called Simchat Torah (Rejoicing of the Law),
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and is considered to be a time of "fulfillment" of the Torah. The
circumcision of Jesus at this time indicates how he had come to fulfill
the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17-18)."

"Starting from Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, and his first
period of duty in the Temple, and doing a few simple calculations, we
arrive at a result that gives a new and profound meaning to many
passages of Scripture." - Excerpts from article, Birth of Yeshua, by
Mike Gascoigne

For that reason, Yeshua is very likely to have been born at Succoth.
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Lightfoot (Horæ Hebr, et Talm., II, 32), argues for a relation between
Passover and Pentecost to Easter and Whitsuntide, connecting the
Nativity with the feast of Tabernacles. He argues from Old Testament
prophecy, e.g. Zacharias 14:16 -; combining, too, the fact of Christ's
death in Nisan with Daniel's prophecy of a three and one-half years'
ministry (9:27), he puts the birth in Tisri, i.e. September. – (The
Catholic Encyclopedia)
All arguments based on typology can at most justify a valid conclusion
arrived otherwise. But it will be a mistake to build a conclusion on the
basis of typological arguments alone.
Chuck Misler argues vehemently on the Tishri date based on the
typology. (Uri Marcus, Messiahmas? On the Birth Date of Jesus of
Nazareth, http://www.ldolphin.org/xmas.html)
(http://www.ldolphin.org/studynotes/xmas.htm)
"However, there are many Messianic Believers who, from a Jewish
perspective, are convinced that the time of year when Yeshua was
really born was at the Succoth (the Feast of Tabernacles). Taking into
account certain Jewish customs and traditions, and applying them to the
biblical birth narrative, it's not difficult to calculate and arrive at this
season, known as "the season of our Joy."
After entering the Succah, and reciting certain prayers, the ceremony of
Ushpizin bids us to partake in the privilege of inviting and welcoming
the "Sh'kinah" (G-d's Presence) and the seven "faithful shepherds" who
enter the succah with us as exalted guests. These guests come to
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observe how their descendants FULFILL the mitzvah (commandment)
of the Succah, in which they dwell under G-d's protection, in
accordance with what G-d had promised in the Torah. These seven
faithful shepherds of Israel are: Avraham, Yitzchak, Ya'acov, Yosef,
Moshe, Aharon, and Melech (King) David. Back in the Luke narrative,
though the text does not specify "seven" shepherds who went to visit
Meriam, there seems to be a hint, when one reads between the lines.
Moreover, the purpose of their visit is recorded to be very similar with
that of the Ushpizin, in which the text states that it was to "see this
thing that had happened, which the Lord has told us about." (Luke
2:15).
Likewise, during Succoth, Jewish families today in Israel construct a
flimsy shelter called a "Succah", made of loosely assembled walls and
a leafy overhead covering. In the Succah, we eat or sleep. This is a
reminder to us that we were completely dependent on G-d as we
wandered for forty years in the desert after departing from Egypt and
were led by "a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night."
Because of this experience, we recall that "G-d is with us" (EmmanuEl).
In this same narrative in Luke 2 regarding the Shepherds to whom an
angel of the Lord appears, note that the text says that they were
"watching over their flocks, AT NIGHT." The angel brings them a
message that their Messiah was born in the town of David, during that
day which had just passed to night. This message was accompanied by
the appearance of a great heavenly host, praising G-d. When we
consider the seasons in Israel, and the weather patterns, one might ask
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"What is the latest time of year in which shepherds would still be
outside with their flocks in the Judean hills, AT NIGHT?" November
through February are far to cold in Israel to be doing this kind of
activity. The answer of course points to the end of October, at the
latest, for temperature reasons alone. Depending of the Hebrew
calendar in any given year, as mentioned above, Succoth always falls in
the September-October time frame, when the weather is still warm and
pleasant outside, especially AT NIGHT. For these reasons, and many
others not documented here, we think Yeshua is very likely to have
been born at Succoth.
And so, the birth of Yeshua at Succoth fulfils another prophecy: "The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call
him Emmanu-El - which means, "God is with us". (Matt. 1:23, quoting
from Yishaiyahu (Isaiah) 7:14).
He was born in a type of Succah where servants of a household slept, or
where they kept sheep and cattle. Luke uses the Greek word for
"manger" but because Yeshua was Jewish, and it was most likely the
festival of Succoth, the text probably describes a Succah.
Yochanan, in his Gospel narrative of Yeshua's birth, confirms this truth
when he indicates that G-d had come to earth to dwell with (and serve)
humanity. We read in Yochanan (John) 1:14 about how "The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling (Tabernacled) among us," which is
a clear and obvious reference to Succoth.
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Yeshua's birth was the first day of Succoth, and then the day of his
circumcision would be the eighth day after Succoth which, in
accordance with Torah is also the day of sacred assembly. (ViYikrah
[Leviticus] 23:39). On this day, called "Shemini Atzeret," or "the
Eighth day of Solemn Assembly" and later called "Simchat Torah" or
"Rejoicing in Torah," we complete our annual cycle of Torah readings
and start again from Bereshit (Genesis). It is considered to be a time of
"fulfillment" of the Torah and also a new beginning for it, in our lives,
since Torah is never abandoned. This indeed would seem to be a fitting
holiday for Yeshua's circumcision and dedication before G-d, since He
came to set the Torah on a firm foundation by correctly interpreting it
and fulfilling it (i.e., becoming the goal to which the Law and the
Prophets pointed), thereby making a way to renew the Torah in our
lives. (Matt. 5:17-19). "
Actually the birth of Jesus was near the feast of Hanukah when the
Jewish nation celebrated the freedom through Maccabee revolution. It
is a festival of Lights. Maccabee revolution was the typical messianic
expectation, which failed to last. Jesus was asserting that true freedom
is not political freedom but spiritual freedom. All through his ministry
Jesus combated against this misplaced messianic notion and it was this
that brought him to the cross. But such typological explanations are not
valid reasons for the establishing an objective reality. The fact is that
we could find a typological explanation for any of the dates.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATE OF CHRISTMAS
BACKWARD FROM THE DATE OF CRUCIFIXION.
Another method calculates backward from the date of Crucifixion.

30 years old >>>>>>>>33 ½ years old
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Luke 3:23 Now Yeshua himself was about thirty years old when he
began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the
son of Heli.
This Scripture indicates that Yeshua started his ministry when he
became 30 years of age. Bible scholars indicate He continued this
ministry for a period of 3 1/2 years. Since we know the exact date of
his death, Passover, we only have to go back 1/2 year (6 months) to
discover his birthday. Using the calendar provided above, we can see
that if Yeshua died in the month of Nisan, then 6 months prior to that
would be the month of Tishri.

Conclusion #1: Yeshua was born during the month Tishri.
(From Internet article: "The Messiah's date of birth", Hilke Dokter )
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The problem here is that nowhere in the Bible the exact period of
ministry is stated as 3 and half years. We are not sure of this at all.

Arguments for other dates.
There are found in ancient documents many dates given for the birth of
Christ, some are more probable than others.
For instance: The Catholic Encyclopedia states:
"Others reached the date of 24 or 25 Pharmuthi (19 or 20 April). With
Clement's evidence may be mentioned the "De paschæ computus",
written in 243 AD and falsely ascribed to Cyprian (P.L., IV, 963 sqq.),
which places Christ's birth on 28 March, because on that day the
material sun was created. But Lupi has shown that there is no month in
the year to which respectable authorities have not assigned Christ's
birth (Zaccaria, Dissertazioni ecc. del p. A.M. Lupi, Faenza, 1785, p.
219). Clement, however, also tells us that the Basilidians celebrated the
Epiphany, and with it, probably, the Nativity, on 15 or 11 Tybi (10 or 6
January). At any rate this double commemoration became popular,
partly because the apparition to the shepherds was considered as one
manifestation of Christ's glory, and was added to the greater
manifestations celebrated on 6 January;".
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CHAPTER FIVE
TEMPLE SERVICE OF ZACHARIAH
AND
LUKE’S DATING
The temple service of Zachariah
Luke the historian starts the gospel narrative itself with the story of the
birth of John the Baprist and connects this with the birth of Jesus. As a
historian writing to a Roman nobleman who was contemperory with
the events Luke is the most reliable person in historical matters. This is
how Luke starts the gospel itself emphasizing this fact.
“Dear Theophilus: Many people have done their best to write a report
of the things that have taken place among us. They wrote what we have
been told by those who saw these things from the beginning and who
proclaimed the message. And so, Your Excellency, because I have
carefully studied all these matters from their beginning, I thought it
would be good to write an orderly account for you. “

(Luk 1:1-3)
Relying on this assertion, this calculation is based on the temple service
of Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist. According to Luke 1:5 he
was a priest of the order of Abijah. He was performing his duties,

54

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN
burning incense in the Temple, when an angel told him that his wife
Elizabeth will conceive a child who should be called John. Considering
this as 0, Elizabeth conceived John after the termination of Zechariah’s
duty anytime during the next seven days. Here we have an error of +/7 days. Mary was told that she would conceive Jesus on the sixth
month. This is usually taken to mean that “sixth month after Elizabeth
conceived John. Though the text itself could mean as the sixth month of
the year, Greek grammar permit this interpretation


Thus if we can identify the end of the service of Zechariah’s
temple service we could identify



Annunciation of Mary took place after 150 days



John’s Birth took place after 280 days



Jesus’ birth took place after 430 days

Thus the birth of Jesus would be soon after (430-360/365) = 70/65
days of the final day of Succoth, Hoshana Raba (Rosh Hoshana) – the
next year. We should also allow a week or two for Zechariah to travel
back to his village home and for Elizabeth to conceive. The uncertain
number of days in the Hebrew year should also be taken into account.
1. Zechariah belonged to the levitical division of Abijah.
Luke 1:5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah;
his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron
2. We can try to locate the time when Zechariah served as High Priest
in the temple from this.
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David divided the levites into 24 divisions to serve at the temple. They
served in order and in cycles,
I Chronicles 24:1- tells us that the family of Abhijah was allotted the
eighth course
3. There were 24 courses in all.
Deuteronomy 16:16 Three times a year all your men must appear
before the Lord your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles
Talmud also confirms this.
" Three times in the year all the twenty-four orders of priests were alike
entitled to share the pieces of offerings of the festival, and in the
shewbread; and on the Feast of Pentecost the distributors say to each
priest: "Here is leavened bread for thee, and here is unleavened bread
for thee." The order of priests whose regular time of service occurs in
the festivals offer the continual daily offerings, vows, and voluntary
offerings, and all congregational offerings, and every sacrifice." (Tract
Succah (Booths), Bablyonian Talmud, Book 4: Tracts Pesachim,
Yomah and Hagiga, tr. by Michael L. Rodkinson, [1918], at sacredtexts.com, Chapter V, Volume VII.)
Thus three times a year during the festival all the adult were to
assemble in Jerusalem before either temple, all these 24 priestly
families were to work together
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4. We know that the period of service of each course was from the
Sabbath to Sabbath with a duty of seven days. During end of Sabbath
(Friday evening) they have to take charge and continue until the end of
next Sabbath (Saturday evening . Though only one person could enter
the Holy of Holies all brothers in the family served. This person was
taken by lots.
I Chronicles 9:25 Their brothers in their villages had to come from
time to time and share their duties for seven-day periods.
II Chronicles 23:1-8 –those who were going on duty on the Sabbath
and those who were going off duty
So, the week of service began and ended on the Sabbath.
5. According to the Mishnah (also note I Chronicles 27:3), the cycle
begins on the first Sabbat (Sabbath) of Nisan,
The eighth course would therefore serve the first time during the tenth
week having allowed for the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast
of Weeks, which both occur during the first weeks of the year.
Otherwise Zechariah must have served on the ( 24 first complete cycle
+3 festivals+8 =) 35th week of the year.
We know from Mishna that when the Temples were destroyed on the
ninth of Ab the course of Jehoiarib was on duty.
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“On the ninth of Ab . . . the Temple was destroyed the first and second
time.” (Mishna, Ta'anith 4:6; BT, Ta'anith 26b, quoted Kenneth F.
Doig, New Testament Chronology).
“Good things come to pass on an auspicious day, and bad things on an
unlucky day. It is reported that the day on which the First Temple was
destroyed was the eve of the ninth of Ab, a Sunday, and in the year
following the Sabbatical year, and the Mishmar of the family of
Jehoiarib were on duty and the Levites were chanting the Psalms
standing on their Duchan (platform)...And hardly had they time to say,
`The Lord our God will cut them off,' when the heathens came and
captured them. The same thing too happened in the Second Temple."
(Ta'anith 29a)
"It is said, The day on which the first Temple was destroyed was the
ninth of Ab, and it was at the going out of the Sabbath, and the end of
the seventh [Sabbatical] year. The [priestly] guard was that of
Jehoiarib, the priests and Levites were standing on their platform
singing the song...They had no time to complete `The Lord our God
will cut them off,' before the enemies came and overwhelmed them.
The same happened the second time." (Arakin 11b) quoted Kenneth F.
Doig, New Testament Chronology.
We can easily calculate backwards to the weeks when the courses of
Abijah was in temple service starting from 70 A.D week of August 4
to August 11 by the course of Jehoiarib.
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So here are the possible dates on which Zechariah must have served
before the altar.
1. Week 3 Feast of the Unleavened
2. Week 9 Pentecost (15+50=65 days after Nissan 14)
3. Week 10 (2 festivals+8 courses)
4. Week 29 Tishri : festival of booths
5. Week 35 (24 courses + 3 feasts + 8 courses)
Proposed Correspondence of the 24 Priestly courses over an year
and the months when Jesus could have been born on the basis of
Zachariah’s possible service as High Priest/
WEEK : NAME OF COURSE
1. Jehoiarib
2. Jedaiah
3RD WEEK PASSOVER > Possible birth of Jesus in Tammuz/
June/July
4. Harim
5. Seorim
6. Malchijah
7. Mijamin
8. Hakkoz
9TH WEEK PENTECOST> Possible birth of Jesus in Elul / Tishri (Feast
if Booths)
10. Abijah >>> Possible birth of Jesus in Elul/Tishri (Feast of Booths)
11. Jeshua
12. Shecaniah
13. Eliashib
14. Jakim
15. Huppah
16. Jeshebeab
17. Bilgah
18. Immer
19. Hezir
20. Aphses
21. Pethahiah
22. Jehezekel
23. Jachin
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24. Gamul
25. Delaiah
26. Maaziah
27. Jehoiarib
28. Jedaiah
29TH WEEK FEAST OF WEEKS>>> Possible birth of Jesus in Tevet/
Dec/Jan
30. Harim
31. Seorim
32. Malchijah
33. Mijamin
34. Hakkoz
35. Abijah >>> Possible birth of Jesus in Adar/Feb/Mar (Purim)
36. Jeshua
37. Shecaniah
38. Eliashib
39. Jakim
40. Huppah
41. Jeshebeab
42. Bilgah
43. Immer
44. Hezir
45. Aphses
46. Pethahiah
47. Jehezekel
48. Jachin
49. Gamul
50. Delaiah
51. Maaziah
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However we are given more details to fix the date more exactly:
Luke 1:8-11 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was
serving as priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn
incense. And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the
assembled worshipers were praying outside. Then an angel of the Lord
appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense
This indicates that people could not see him as people gathered together
in the Holies for worship. This was possible only if he had gone behind
the curtain , into the Holy of Holies

Lev. 16: 34 “This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to
be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.”
Heb.9:7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only
once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and
for the sins the people had committed in ignorance
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If this is so this must have been on the Day of Atonement Yom Kippur
– Tishri 10. Tishri is the first month in the civil year calendar also.

63

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN

Luke 1:21 indicates that while Zachariah was inside the temple, people
were anxiously waiting outside. Outside what?
Luke 1: 21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and
wondering why he stayed so long in the temple.
If the vision took place in the assembly hall outside the Holy of Holies
– in the Holy Place and people were all in the Court of the Gentiles,
they could have gone in to see what was happening. Since this was not
the situation the only alternative was that Zachariah was inside the veil
– in the Holy of Holies – where only the High Priest could go and that
with the blood of the sacrifice and carrying the incense as a cover. No
one else could go in. So they all waited outside anxiously until
Zechariah came out.
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The problem here is that in all the Old Testament descriptions of the
tabernacle, the incense table is placed right in front of the opening of
the veil on its left side.
Ex. 30:6-7 Put the altar in front of the curtain that is before the ark of
the Testimony–before the atonement cover that is over the Testimony–
where I will meet with you. “Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the
altar every morning when he tends the lamps.
Here “in front of the curtain” does not define the place exactly. Most
descriptions give the impression that it was outside the veil inside the
assembly area along with the shew table and the candlebra.
Now look at the description of the tabernacle in Heb. 9
Heb 9:1- 7 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and
also an earthly sanctuary. A tabernacle was set up. In its first room
were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was
called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a room called the
Most Holy Place, which had the golden alter of incense and the goldcovered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna,
Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.
Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the
atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.
When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered
regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. But only the
high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and
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never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the
people had committed in ignorance.
In this description the table of incense is found not in the Assembly –
the Holies, but inside the veil within the Most Holy Place. Does this
contradict with the Old Testament arrangements where we find the
incense table outside the veil. Notice again that the author of Hebrew
makes specific mention of “When everything had been arranged like
this” . Under normal circumstances the incense table is just outside the
veil where the High Priest daily ministered.
But on the Day of Atonement it is moved in by lifting the veil without
opening it and enclosing the golden altar of incense inside the curtain.
The golden altar of incense has been moved by the High Priest into the
Most Holy Place, into the Presence of God. The process is now
described. Having moved the incense table inside. Some suggest that
there was a smaller incense table inside and a larger one outside.
Another possible alternative is that the High Priest carried the incense
in his hand as a censor when he entered the Holy of Holies along with
the blood.
On ordinary days, the golden altar of incense, sat in front of the curtain
that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. It was a square
with each side measuring 1.5 feet and was 3 feet high. It was made of
acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold. Four horns protruded from
the four corners of the altar.
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Lev. 16:12-13 He is to take a censer full of burning coals from the
altar before the LORD and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant
incense and take them behind the curtain. He is to put the incense on
the fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal
the atonement cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die.
Having covered the Ark of Testament with the cloud of incense, then
the High Priest may enter inside the veil with confidence carrying with
him the blood.
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Heb 9:14-16 He is to take some of the bull’s blood and with his finger
sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle
some of it with his finger seven times before the atonement cover. “He
shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take
its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s
blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it. In
this way he will make atonement for the Most Holy Place because of
the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have
been. He is to do the same for the Tent of Meeting, which is among
them in the midst of their uncleanness.
Thus we are told that Zachariah’s vision took place at the time of the
Day of Atonement. This is the only possible date in the year since the
High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies only during the Day of
Atonement. But he could not leave the temple until the end of the
Festival. The Feast of the Sucoth which followed immediately lasted
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until 21st of Tishri. The Last Great Day – Rosh Hosanah- falls on 22nd
Tishri. (There is difference of opinion whether the last Great Day was
21st or 22nd of Tishri.)
Elizabeth conceived John the Baptist AFTER Zechariah had finished
his Temple service:
Luke 1:23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home.
After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months
remained in seclusion
However Zachariah could not leave the temple immediately because
the Feast of Booth – Succoth followed soon after in which every levite
was to serve. The Feast of Sucoth lasted from the 15 Tishri to the 21st
of Tishri, culminating on 22nd Tishri, the Great Day – Hoshana Raba
also known as Rosh Hashanah
His service ended on 22nd of Tishri on the Eighth day a Sunday.
Mary conceived on the sixth month.
Luke 1:26-33
On the sixth month God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, To a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to
her and said, “Greetings, …. You will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
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throne of his father David, And he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever; his kingdom will never end.
On the sixth month would then well be “on the sixth month of the
civil year i.e. in the month of ‘Adar” which is also the “sixth month
of pregnancy of Elizabeth.”

The Birth of Jesus must have been soon after 430 days from 22nd of
Tishri.

If we allow 20 days for discrepancies in the calendar

adjustments and for Zachariah to get back home and for Elizabeth to
conceive that will be a fair scenario. Thus adding 450 days we arrive at
Teveth 3 which is exactly December 25th , if the year as we reckoned
was indeed 6 BC. Whatever the year of birth was, the Hebrew month
of Tevet always fell in December/January of the Gregorian calendar
reckoning.
Thus the date of Christmas which we celebrate and given to us by
tradition is indeed the correct Birthday of Jesus
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Chronology of Luke’s Presentation of the Birth of Jesus

7. Tishri (Ethanim) (30 days) (September/October)
10 Tishri: The Day of Atonement - Zachariah’s Vision
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Week 29:15-21 Succoth
Succoth (22nd – Feast of Conclusion :The Great Day)
10 Tishri 3758 is 29 Sept 4 BC
10 Tishri 3759 is 17 Sept 3 BC
10 Tishri 3760 is 6 Sept 2 BC
Zachariah Gets Off Duty
8 days – Zachariah gets back home and
Elizabeth become pregnant with John the Baptist
8. Cheshvan (Bul) (29 days) (October/November)
9. Kislev (30 days) (November/December)
10. Tevet (29 days) (December/January)
11. Shevat (30 days) (January/February)
12. Adar (29 days) (February/March)
(8+29+30+29 +30 +29 =155)
Sixth month of Elizabeth’s Pregnancy.
Mary conceives sometime here
10 Adar 3758 is 25 Feb 3 BC
13 Compensatory days Adar II
(Intercalary month – uncertain number of days depending on the
year.)
1. Nissan (Aviv) (30 days) (March/April)
2. Iyar (zif) (29 days) (April/May)
3. Sivan (30 days) (May/June)
4.Tammuz (29days) (June/July)
5. Av (30 days) (July/August)
6. Elul (29 days) (August/Septemebr)
7. Tishri (Ethanim) (30 days) (Sepetember/October)
8. Cheshvan (Bul) (29 days) (October/November)
9. Kislev (30 days) (November/December)
(30+29 +30 +29 +30+29 +30 +29 +30 =266)
10. Tevet (29 days) (December/January Tevet 14 completes 280
days.
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Jesus was certainly born sometime in this month
If we extrapolate the Gregorian Calendar the Hebrew month of
Tevet falls in the months of December/January whatever the year
of Jesus’ birth was.
January 1, 1 AD is 18 Tevet a Monday
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec
Date of 25 Dec

8 BC was
7 BC was
6 BC was
5 BC was
4 BC was
3 BC was
2 BC was
1 BC was

25 Tevet 3574
6 Tevet 3575
16 Tevet 3576
27 Tevet 3577
9 Tevet 3578
20 Tevet 3579
1 Shevat 3580
11 Tevet 3581

These are arrived at by using the fourth century calendar system.
There is always a possibility of error due to possible insertion of a 13th
month of variable days as Adar II called intercalary month to correct
the sidereal change to accommodate season. Along with that, we have
some uncertainty due to the uncertainty of the sixth month of
pregnancy of Elizabeth. This will introduce a difference of up to 15 +
days either way. This is exactly what we see here. The date of birth
we estimated was 14 Tevet
14 (+/-)15 is between 29 and 1 of Tevet or more which is equivalent to
between 15th of December and January 15th which allows for extreme
uncertainties in the pregnancy of Elizabeth and of Mary.
Christmas in fact was celebrated on January 7 for many Orthodox
churches, January 6 for the Armenian Apostolic Church and January 19
for the Armenians of Jerusalem and the Holy Land. It is certain that
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our range of the period during which Jesus was born is the only
reasonable conclusion.
Alfred Edersheim, a Messianic Jew, wrote, “There is no adequate
reason for questioning the historical accuracy of this date. The
objections generally made rest on grounds which seem to me
historically untenable.” He also mentions that the Jewish Megillot
Taanit states that the 9th of Tevet is considered the day of Christ’s birth
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CHAPTER SIX
THE SHEPHERDS?

One argument raised against the December date is that there were
shepherds keeping watch at night at that time in the field (Luke2:8).
December is pretty cold and normally shepherds would not be out
there.
+++++++++++++++++++++>
Werner Keller in his book The Bible as History presses this point hard
thus:

“Meteorologists as well as historians and astronomers have

something of importance to contribute to this question of fixing the date
of the birth of Jesus. According to St. Luke: ‘And there were in the
same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night’ (Luke 2:8).
“Meteorologists have made exact recordings of the temperature at
Hebron. This spot in the southern highlands of Judah exhibits the same
climatic conditions as Bethlehem, which is not far distant. The
temperature readings show over a period of three months that the
incidence of frost is as follows: December – 2.8 degrees; January – 1.6
degrees; February ---0.1 degrees. The first two months have also the
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greatest rainfall in the year: approximately 6 inches in December, and
nearly 8 inches in January. According to all existing information the
climate of Palestine has not changed appreciably in the last 2,000 years,
consequently modern meteorological observations can be taken as a
basis.
“At Christmas-time Bethlehem is in the grip of frost, and in the
Promised Land no cattle would have been in the fields in that
temperature. This fact is born out by a remark in the Talmud to the
effect that in that neighborhood the flocks were put out to grass in
March and brought in again at the beginning of November. They
remained out in the open for almost eight months.
“Around Christmas-time nowadays both animals and shepherds are
under cover in Palestine.
“What St. Luke tells us points therefore to the birth of Jesus having
taken place BEFORE the onset of winter…” (p. 331-332).
<++++++++++++++++++++++++

In fact, early Jewish sources suggest that the sheep around Bethlehem
were outside year-round. In the normal traffic of shepherds they move
around and come near Bethlehem from November to March of the year.
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The sheep of Israel is covered with thick wool that it is estimated that
they can withstand temperatures well below the freezing upto -40 C

Winter grazing
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In fact because of their thick coat, Sheep prefer cold than hot.
++++++++++++++>
Winter Sheep Care
by Mary Gessert DVM
Originally Published in The Shepherd Magazine

“Sheep have some very effective ways of keeping warm. Their wool
insulates them, holding in body heat and resisting the penetration of
water. Those of you in snowy climates have seen sheep with a fresh
layer of snow on their backs. The reason it doesn't melt right away is
because the body heat is kept in by the fleece. In addition, the process
of rumination, with its fermentation of fibrous materials, generates a
great deal of heat. The more forage a ruminant eats, the more heat its

78

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN
body produces. Pregnant ewes, in which growth of the fetus results in
heat production, stay even warmer as their pregnancy progresses. In
fact, ewes carrying multiple fetuses have to increase their respiratory
rate just to get rid of body heat….
Keeping sheep outside during the winter benefits both the sheep and the
shepherd. The sheep benefit from better ventilation and increased
exercise. Most of the cases of respiratory disease that I treat in sheep
occur in animals that are housed in a barn during cold weather. The
cause is the build-up of moisture and ammonia in the air. …
Flocks kept outside during the winter have a few special needs. These
include shelter from the wind, proper nutrition and water. During
storms, they need access to a windbreak. Shelter need not be fancy. It
can be a tree line, the down wind side of a hill, a row of round bales, or
the side of a building. On very cold calm nights the sheep will bed
down comfortably but their long wool may become frozen to the
ground by morning. Smaller sheep may need help getting up. …..
Sheep readily eat snow to meet their water needs. ….
While adult sheep can handle severe cold and wet quite well, newborn
lambs cannot.. ….
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Wintertime Ventilation Needs of Sheep
Robert Chambers P.Eng
Engineer, Swine and Sheep Housing and Equipment
OMAFRA
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“Mature sheep have a large comfort temperature range. Research from
Norway concludes that full fleeced, well fed, healthy mature ewes
housed in a dry draft free environment can withstand temperatures as
low as -40oC. Sheep can withstand cold temperatures as long as they
are dry. Even a healthy, dried off and fed newborn can withstand
temperatures to -10oC provided the environment is dry and draft free.”

<++++++++++++

But then these were a special class of shepherds who were Levites who
kept the sacrificial lambs. They do not move around because they
supply the lambs for daily sacrifice, from whom people bought their
approved lambs, which are without blemish. The fact that the Angels
announced the arrival of the perfect sacrificial lamb to these shepherds
indicates this.
From objective analysis Zechariah’s date of vision can only be placed
on 10th of Tishri whatever typological meanings we may want to attach
to the birth of John and birth of Jesus. These arguments are based
solely on the written word without recourse to too much interpretations
and assumptions.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

THE TRADITION OF
DECEBER /JANUARY DATE
The tradition for December 25th is actually quite ancient. Hippolytus,
(202-211 AD) in the second century AD, argued that this was Christ’s
birthday.
“For the first advent of our Lord in the flesh, when he was born in
Bethlehem, eight days before the kalends of January [December 25th],
the 4th day of the week [Wednesday], while Augustus was in his fortysecond year, [2 or 3BC] but from Adam five thousand and five
hundred years. He suffered in the thirty third year, 8 days before the
kalends of April [March 25th], the Day of Preparation, the fifteenth
year of Tiberius Caesar [29 or 30 AD], while Rufus and Roubellion
and Gaius Caesar, for the 4th time, and Gaius Cestius Saturninus were
Consuls.” ~Commentary on Daniel 4.23.3 202-211 AD.

The best manuscripts of Hippolytus mention both December 25th and
April 2nd as possible dates for the birth of Jesus, although the April 2
date could be referring to the date of conception.

Some scholars

believe that the date of “word becoming flesh” was the date of
conception not the birth itself.

It is safe thus to state that Hippolytus

believed Jesus was

conceived on the Passover, possibly also on the Vernal Equinox,
81

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN
that Jesus was born on December 25th, the Winter Solstice, and
that Jesus died on the Passover, Friday, March 25th 29 AD, the
Vernal Equinox. (see http://www.chronicon.net/chroniconfiles/
Hippolytus and December 25th.pdf)
In the fourth century, John Chrysostom argued that December 25th
was the correct date. John Chrysostom (347-407)

Bishop of

Constnatinople of the Eastern Church, taught that Zechariah received
the message about John’s birth on the Day of Atonement and John the
Baptist was born sometime in June or July, and the birth of Jesus took
place six months later, in late December or early January.
The first recorded mention of December 25 is in the Calendar of
Philocalus (354 A.D.) which assumed Jesus’ birth to be Friday,
December 25, 1 A.D.
December 25th was officially proclaimed by the church fathers in 440
A.D. Two dates December and January 6 are used by Western and
Eastern Churches respectively. This difference is due essentially to
difference in calendars that were followed.
Luke 2:1-7 mentions a tax census ordered by Augustus Caesar. The
census records were eventually taken to Rome. Cyril of Jerusalem
(348-386) requested that the true date of Jesus’ birth be taken from the
census documents. He reported that the date he was given from these
documents was December 25. Unfortunately, these records are no
longer available. (Joseph Tkach http://www.wcg.org/ )
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Fifth, of eight books. Sec. III.–on feast days and fast days. A catalogue
of the feasts of the lord which are to be kept, and when each of them
ought to be observed. Presently, scholars date Constitutions from the
late second or third century.
“XIII. Brethren, observe the festival days; and first of all the birthday
which you are to celebrate on the twenty-fifth of the ninth month;
after which let the Epiphany (January 6th) be to you the most honored,
in which the Lord made to you a display of His own Godhead, and let it
take place on the sixth of the tenth month; after which the fast of Lent
is to be observed by you as containing a memorial of our Lord’s mode
of life and legislation. But let this solemnity be observed before the fast
of the Passover, beginning from the second day of the week, and
ending at the day of the preparation. After which solemnities, breaking
off your fast, begin the holy week of the Passover, fasting in the same
all of you with fear and trembling, praying in them for those that are
about to perish. “ “The Constitutions of the Holy Apostles”
There was never a question about the period of Jesus’ birth either in the
East or in the West. Only in the recent years this date was challenged.
However Christmas was not celebrated with the pomp and splendor of
these days in the past, because normally birthdays were never
celebrated by Christians. In the Malankara tradition birthdays are never
celebrated. The Sixtieth year (Shadhiabtha purthi) was sometimes
celebrated but that was not on the birthday. No wonder why there are
scant documentations over this matter. That is why even the gospels are
silent about it. Oriegen infact stated that the birthday is not important
and the only Kings and sinners celebrated it.
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Thus unlike what is generally stated – even from learned pulpits –
Bible clearly indicates the date of birth of Jesus in terms of the Hebrew
Calendar – in terms of both the Civil and the Religious Calendar.
Vision of Zachariah could not have been on any other day than the Day
of Atonement and the birth of Jesus 430 or so days after that. In any
given year if we follow the Hebrew Calendar this falls in our modern
calendar rendering in December/ January period.

Calendars have

always in modification and differed from culture to culture that it will
be impossible and meaningless to state a day and date.
The Orthodox Churches continues to follow the older Julian calendar,
according to which Christmas falls on Jan. 7. which is 13 days ahead of
the Gregorian Calendar.
Hippolytus (170–236) gave the date of Jesus’ birth as December 25
which must have been a long cherished tradition, which was taken up
by Dionysius.who really remade the calendar for the churches.
Dionysius’ argument went as follows:
His contemporaries claimed that God created the earth on March 25.


Therefore Jesus must have been conceived on March 25.



This meant that he must have been born nine months later—
December 25.

When the calendar system of Anno Domini was first introduced by
Dionysius Exiguus in AD 525, he assigned the beginning of the new
year to March 25, since according to Christian theology, the era of
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grace began with the Incarnation of Christ. It was only later that he
decided on January 1.
Even today the Feast of the Annunciation is one of the twelve Great
Feasts of the church year and is fixed as March 25. As the action
initiating the Incarnation of Christ, Annunciation has such an important
place in Eastern theology that the Festal Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom is always celebrated on March 25, regardless of what day
it falls on.
Eastern Orthodox national churches, including those of Russia,
Georgia, Ukraine, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and the Greek
Patriarchate of Jerusalem mark feasts using the older Julian Calendar.
December 25 on that calendar currently corresponds to January 7 on the
more widely used Gregorian calendar. However, other Orthodox
Christians, such as the churches of Greece, Romania, Antioch,
Alexandria, Albania, Finland and the Orthodox Church in America,
among others, began using the Revised Julian Calendar in the early 20th
century, which corresponds exactly to the Gregorian Calendar. These
Orthodox Churches celebrate Christmas on the same day as Western
Christianity. Oriental Orthodox churches also use their own calendars,
which are generally similar to the Julian calendar. The Armenian
Apostolic Church celebrates the nativity in combination with the Feast
of the Epiphany on January 6. 25 December of Julian year is 7

January Gregorian calendar/
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CHAPTER EIGHT
THE MAGI AND THE STAR

Matthew 2:1-2 says, "Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.'"
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Matthew uses two Greek expressions for areas east of Palestine. First,
Matthew says the Magi are from "the East" or "eastern parts"—Greek,
or the distant East - ton anatolon. Magi saw the star “in the East" - te
anatole
Parthia was a great empire east of the Euphrates—biblically "the distant
east."

Euphrates area, had Babylon as its capital and included the

areas of Mesopotamia, Armenia and Iran. The Parthians rose to power
around 250 B.C. and were the powerful contenders against Roman
Empire. The empire lasted till AD 226. This was the East—the land of
the Magi. It was into this area the Israel was taken captive by the
Assyrians (2 Kings 15:29; 17:23; 18:11; 1 Chronicles 5:26). These are
the lost 10 tribes of Israel. They were also descendants of Abraham.
Eventually the Jewish people became powerful in the empire

In II Kings 24:8-15, the last kings of Judah, Jehoiachin, was
carried captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. But after 37
years in the dungeon of Babylon II Kings 25:27-30 says the
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King “…did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of
prison; and he spake kindly to him, and set his throne above the
thrones of the kings that were with him in Babylon… ”(KJV)
Thus not only that Johoiakim was made a vassal King, but he was
given a higher position ruling over several vassal kingdoms in the
Babylonion Empire. We should assume that Johoiakim was made ruler
over the vassals who were themselves of the lost tribes.

Jehoiakim himself may have appointed others from the tribes of Israel
- who were themselves Princes of the tribes who led the migration - as
his own vassals. Since Jehoiachin was a descendant of King David (of
the Phares line), his descendants apparently established a dynasty
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which continued to rule over descendants of the ten tribes when they
regained their independence. In fact I Chronicles 3:16-24 records that
the royal family of Judah did not die out, but produced many
descendants during the generations after the fall of Jerusalem
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@>
Indo-Parthian Kingdom – Davidic Kingdom?
http://parthia-aramaic.org/

There is a common misconception that the ten tribes of Israel
“disappeared” when they were carried away by Assyria and others
migrated into Asia for fear. According to 2 Chronicles 15:9, members
of the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon "fled" to Judah during
the reign of Asa of Judah. Whether these groups were absorbed into the
population or remained distinct groups, or returned to their tribal lands
is not indicated. In c. 732 BC, Tiglath-Pileser sacked Damascus and
Israel, annexing Aram and territory of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and
Manasseh in Gilead including the desert outposts of Jetur, Naphish and
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Nodab. People from these tribes including the Reubenite leader, were
taken captive and resettled in the region of the Habor river system.
Tiglath-Pilesar also captured the territory of Naphtali and the city of
Janoah in Ephraim and an Assyrian governor was placed over the
region of Naphtali. According to 2 Kings 16:9 and 15:29, the
population of Aram and the annexed part of Israel was deported to
Assyria. Israel continued to exist within the reduced territory as an
independent kingdom until around 720 BC, when it was again invaded
by Assyria and the rest of the population deported.
Thus they were displaced from their original home. But they were
never lost in the sense that their whereabouts were lost.

Flavius

Josephus (37 – c.100 AD) the well known historian wrote this in
“Antiquities of The Jews” (Book XI – Chapter V – Verse 2.)
“Wherefore there are but two tribes (Yahudah and Benjamin plus the
Levites) in Asia and Europe subject to the Romans, while the ten tribes
are beyond the Euphrates till now, and are in immense multitude, and
not to be estimated by numbers. Josephus knew that their population
had become too numerous to estimate, and that the Euphrates River
served as their western border.”
Steven M. Collins – ‘The “Lost” – Ten Tribes of Israel – Found!’–
CPA Books – PO Box 596 – Boring Oregon 97009.
<@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@>
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‘Thus has the Lord, God of Israel, spoken: “Your fathers dwelt in olden
times beyond the River [Euphrates], Terach, the father of Abraham and
the father of Nachor, and they served other gods. And I took your father
Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of
Canaan….”
Thus what has happened was they were back to the land from which the
Patriarchs started their journey. The Parthian Empire existed in and
around Aram from where Abram came. This is the land of
Mesopotamia, the land between the two Rivers.

Many Jews found

shelter in various other countries as well.
But majority of them were in Mesopotamia where they rose to become
of the great powers of the period which contended with the Roman
Empire. The Parthian empire occupied all of modern Iran, Iraq and
Armenia, parts of Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan, and -for brief periods- territories in
Pakistan,

Syria,

Lebanon,

Israel

and

Palestine

.”

George Rawlinson, Parthia and The Sixth Great Oriental Monarchy.
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Various officials of the Achaemenid Persian Empire were from
the Israelite tribe of Judah, and the Parthians were themselves
descendants of the ten tribes of Israel. The term “Iran” comes
from the ‘Ephraimite clan named after “Eran,” and even the name
of the language “Pahlavi” contains the name of the Israelite tribe
of Levi! The name Parthia itself comes from the consonants are
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“B-R-TH,” the consonants of the Hebrew word for “Covenant.”
The name Parthia simply means People of the Covenant. The
very language of the Parthian Kingdom was Pahlavi which is
same as Aramaic the language spoken by Jesus – of Semitic
origin.

The Magi were powerful members of one of the two assemblies which
elected Parthian monarchs and wielded great influence within the
empire. One assembly was composed of members of the royal family
(the Arsacids), and the other consisted of the priests (the Magi) and
influential Parthians of non-royal blood (the Wise Men). The Magi and
Wise Men were jointly known as the Megistanes.The Greek word
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translated "wise men" is "magian," literally meaning "Persian
astronomer or priest." The priests included the Levites who were also
part of the jewish dispersion from Israel. Parthia had long governed all
Persian territory at the time of Christ, and the Wise Men cited in the
Bible were clearly members of the Megistanes - very high Parthian
officials. The Magi from which we got the word magic and magicians
were “wise men” which actually meant in todays terminology
scientists.

Science grew out of magic and even witchcraft.

That

involved occult arts of healing mind and body, mantra, tantra, yantra,
Astronomy, Astrology, forth telling, prophecy and interpretation of
dreams. In those days they were the advisers to kings and rulers just
like Daniel. Daniel was the chief of the magi – Rab Mag - in his time.

This will give some insight into their interest in the Jewish prophecy.

As such we should expect that the Magi represented a delegation from
the Jewish diaspora with official diplomatic status of a super power.
The Bible does not give the number of delegates in this delegation even
though tradition numbers them as three which probably was because of
the three gifts named. They must have come with large retinue
caravans and went direct to Herod the King who received them. Their
arrival disturbed the whole Judea that the Bible records that "all
Jerusalem" was "troubled"

Traditions identify a variety of different names for the Magi. In the
Western Christian church they have been commonly known as:
Melchior , Caspar or Gaspar and Balthasar. These names apparently
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derive from a Greek manuscript probably composed in Alexandria
around 500 A.D. Gasper is usually identified with the Indian Parthian
King Gondophores whom St.Thomas baptized during his Taxila
mission.

A 14th century Armenian tradition identifies them as

Balthasar, King of Arabia; Melchior, King of Persia; and Gasper, King
of India.

Relics attributed to them emerged in the 4th century and were
transferred from Constantinople to Milan in the 5th century, and
then to Cologne in 1162where they remain enshrined.
The Syrian Christians name the Magi Larvandad, Gushnasaph, and
Hormisdas. The Ethiopians called them

Hor, Karsudan, and

Basanater. The Armenians have it as Kagpha, Badadakharida and
Badadilma.

Many Chinese Christians believe that one of the magi

came from China. Kerala of South India who claim descent from early
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Jewish and Indian aristocracy has a tradition that one of their Kings
formed part of the delegation. The Church of the Kings in still known
in Piravam which mean “The Birth” or Incarnation.
At any rate these Magi came from all countries of the east.

Celtic regions of

Eurotpe, Ethiopia, Yemen, China and India.

The Shrine of the Three Kings in Cologne Cathedral.
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Third Century depiction on sacraphagus.

The Star of Bethelehem

There had been several attempts through centuries by experts and
pious men to identify what was the astronomical phenomena that
convinced the magi that the King of the Jews was born. Actually
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we cannot really know since we do not have the wisdom of the
“wise men”. Today we think differently.
The phenomena should point to a King, to the Tribe of Judah and
to a birth of a baby.
Kepler the early scientist to whom we owe the science of planetary
motion with heliocentric explanation in the early 17th century suggested
that it might have been a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn appearing
near some other star. At that time it was argued that since Herod died in
4 BC, the signs were sought during the period 7-5 BC. With the
revised date of death of Herod as 1 BC we have been trying to identify
the star of the Magi using sophisticated computer programs.

In the ancient Jewish Zodiac, this twelfth sign was the sign of
Judah.
Leo Represents the Tribe of Judah.
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“Judah is a lion’s whelp ... he couched as a lion ... the sceptre
shall not depart from Judah until Shiloh come.” Gen 49:9

Leo the constellation symbol and Jupiter the Father of gods;
Among those that are presented that falls within the period of the
birth of Jesus in December 25, 2 AD is given here. It shows the
crowning of a King in the Lion of Judah star of Regulus in the
constellation of Leo as a crowning act of triple conjunction of
Jupiter (the King of Roman Religion, the Father of the Gods) the
King of the Nations
Regulus is a star named for the word Regal. The planet Jupiter
and the star Regulus passed each other and formed a conjunction
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in September of 3 BC which was the beginning of the Jewish new
year. Between September 3 BC and June 2 BC Jupiter pass
Regulus three times due to retrograde causing Jupiter to appear to
move backwards as the earth moved.
Regulus is the brightest star in the constellation Leo which is the
lion which is represent the tribe of Judah in the Jewish
astronomy.

99

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN

100

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?: M. M. NINAN
Behind Leo would arise Virgo the Virgin
In December of 2 BC Jupiter would have retrograded and if
viewed from Jerusalem looking toward Bethlehem it would
actually have appeared to stop over the city of Bethlehem for six
days with no movement. One of those days was December 25.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
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Fifteen years ago when I started to study this subject there was not one
Christian organization or Scholar who supported the Christmas date of
December 25. I still had to see the early fathers and their witness as
there were no way of getting them and I have never seen one person
who agreed with my conclusions.
Wherever I went, I was reminded that it was a pagan holiday taken over
by the Roman Emperor Constantine to make Christianity palatable to
the Romans.

Ramsay MacMullen the Syriac bishop Jacob Bar-Salibi in the
12th century to substantiate it:
"It was a custom of the Pagans to celebrate on the same 25
December the birthday of the Sun, at which they kindled lights in
token of festivity. In these solemnities and revelries the
Christians also took part. Accordingly when the doctors of the
Church perceived that the Christians had a leaning to this festival,
they took counsel and resolved that the true Nativity should be
solemnised on that day."
It is not very far from that even today. For example here are a few
statements which I found on the web:
@ “This may be a shocking thought to some: but after wrestling with
the question for several years now, searching the scriptures and church
history, I have come to the conclusion that there is nothing Christian
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about Christmas; that in its present observance, as well as in its origin,
Christmas is basically and essentially pagan.
“What I'm saying, then, is that the real Christmas has always been
pagan, and to make it a Christian celebration is to try to add Christ or
biblical elements to an essentially pagan holiday.
“Rick Meisel echoes this sentiment in "Tis the Season for Pagan
Worship:
“What many in Christendom have been celebrating--Christmas--is a
thoroughly pagan holiday--in its origin, in its trappings, and in all its
traditions.
“The modern conservative cry to put Christ back into Christmas is
absurd. Jesus Christ was never in Christmas.”
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@@>
Hope of Israel Ministries (Ecclesia of YEHOVAH):
Should Christians Celebrate "Christmas"? The Shocking Pagan
Origin of CHRISTMAS!
What is the TRUE ORIGIN of Christmas? Where did it come from?
Did you know Yeshua the Messiah was born nowhere NEAR
December 25, but that was the "birth day" of the sun- god, "Sol
Invictus" or "Mithras"? Did you know December 25 was the
concluding day of the pagan winter festival called the "Saturnalia"?
Where did "Santa Claus" come from? The "Christmas tree"? How did
this pagan feast become connected with "Christianity"? Here is an
amazing "whale of a tale"!
@@@>
From
http://www.exposingsatanism.org/christmas.htm:
“The Christmas celebration as we know it today, is clearly pagan in
origin, that is it has Satan's prints all over it. When researching it
anyone can see it is clearly not a Christian holiday. What bothers me is
so many preachers know what it is and still do nothing about it. They
stand in the pulpit year after year and do not tell the "flock", that it is
one of the pagans most sacred days. Why is this? Do these men of God
not know about it? The reason is the "flock" would not accept it and
would run the preacher off!! They will let the "flock" drown in sin at
risk of loosing their pay check and position. It boils down to no
GUTS!! I get mail daily from pagans and once in awhile they will slip
in the fact that the church celebrates their holiday, and they are
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correct!!! Its time for Gods people to get some backbone and stop the
non-sense. We best do something or God will.”
@@@@>
From
http://www.eliyah.com/paganexp.html:
The truth is that the Messiah was not born on December 25th.
December 25th is the birthday of numerous pagan idols.
@@@@@>
From
http://sabbatarian.com/Revelations/Revelation12-16.html
”In 46 BC, when the Roman "Julian Calendar" was adopted, December
24th was the shortest day of the year. Therefore, December 25th was
the first annual day that daylight began to increase. Thus, the origin of
the REBIRTH or Annual Birthday of the Invincible SUN.
In accordance with the Roman "Julian calendar," the "Saturnalia"
festival appears to have taken place on or about December 17th; it was
preceded by the "Consualia" on or about December 15th, and followed
by the "Opalia" on or about December 19th. These pagan celebrations
typically lasted for at least a week, ending just before the late Roman
Imperial Festival for "Sol Invictus" (Invincible Sun) on December
25th……
However, the Original December 25th 'Birth Date' was retained for all
pagan Sun gods by the Roman "Saturnalia," "Consualia," "Opalia," and
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"Sol Invictus" traditions; which were now incorporated into the
Catholic (Christopagan) "Twelve Days of Christ-mass."

Sol Invictus,
Roman, 3rd century,
found at Pessinus (British Museum)

@@@@@@@>
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The argument is not limited to Christmas alone. Easter is as much
pagan with all the Easter celebration of eggs and candles. So is the
Sunday services with the candles and incense on the day dedicated to
Sun – Sunday. Almost all Eastern Churches face towards the East so
that the sun light falls through the stained Glass windows of circles to
illuminate and light the church.
All our worship services practically duplicate the pagan worship with
its elaborate breaking of bread and drinking wine. In Indian temples
these are called Prasadam which are distributed to the worshippers. All
symbolisms that we use in the Christian Churches including the
language and words we use have their original meaning in cultures
which were originally non-Christian.

In fact "My Lord and Savior was not crucified on a ‘cross,’ the symbol
of a pagan deity." History mentions sixteen crucified Saviors. Yet
early Christians transformed that symbol of curse into a Christian
symbol which we still use profusely, Not one sermon go without the
word “cross”
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We know that the Donatists who broke away from the church on the
issue of accepting believers who under persecution cursed Christ
openly around 305-310 AD celebrated the birth of Jesus on December
25. This group, who were studious in their avoidance of anything that
even resembled compromise with the world or hint of paganism, could
have done this only because it was an old tradition of remembering the
birth of Jesus on December 25 in spite of its association with
astronomy as the winter solstice.
There is no record of celebrating Sol on December 25 prior to CE
354/362. So the likelihood is that the Romans borrowed the day from
Christians and not the other way round.
@@@@@>
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From
http://www.eastcarib.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,print,0&cntnt
01articleid=60&cntnt01showtemplate=false&cntnt01returnid=29
Andrew Willis is a course tutor at the Adventist Discovery Centre, the
Voice of Prophecy in the United Kingdom says:
“Saturnalia festival, actually runs from December 17 to 23 and has
nothing to do with December 25.
Others associate it with sun
worship, because Emperor Aurelian instituted the festival of "Sol
Invictus" (Unconquered Sun) on December 25 in AD 274. However,
upon closer examination, this was not a traditional day of sun worship.
The two sun temples in Rome celebrated their feasts on August 9 and
28, and even that had fallen into neglect by the time of Aurelian. By
then, the new sun god Mithras was growing popular.

Although long thought of as a development of eastern sun worship,
historians now believe Mithras worship to be a Roman invention -- a
cult created by and for the imperial bureaucracy. But even Mithras did
not have any feasts associated with solstices or equinoxes until a
hundred years later.

The Roman gens Aurelia was associated with the cult of Sol.
After his victories in the East, the emperor Aurelian thoroughly
reformed the Roman cult of Sol, elevating the sun-god as the
supreme divinity of the empire. The priests of Sol were honoured
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members of the Roman Senate. So it appears that Aurelian, who was
hostile to Christianity, picked a date with no pagan sun worship and
created one. Why?. Some suggest that he was trying to create a pagan
alternative to another festival on that day to help unite his empire. That
other festival was the celebration of Jesus' birth. In fact, in spite of
Aurelian's declaration, there is no record of celebrating Sol Invictus on
December 25 until AD 354/362, much later than the Christian
celebration in Africa and elsewhere. The only explicit reference to a

celebration of Sol in late December is made by Julian the
Apostate in his hymn to King Helios written 363 AD. Earlier dates
of Sol Invictus celebration were August 8 and/or 9, August 28, and
December 11.
It was only in the 17th and 18th Centuries that secular enlightenment
scholars started to suggest that Christianity had borrowed the date of
Christmas from pagans.

This date had no connection to pagan gods or ideas -- these were
invented years later.”
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Facing the East.
In the book of Genesis is the story of God providing a garden in the
east, in Eden. The Israelites, when they left Egypt to search for the
Promised Land headed east across the Red Sea. It is from the east that
we get our orientation, our direction, our warmth, our light, our energy.
The east is where new things begin.
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Solomon's Temple (Hebrew: תיב

שדקמה, Beit HaMikdash),

also called the First Temple, is the structure built in Jerusalem
for the specific purpose of providing a "house unto the name of
the LORD my God" (1 Kings 5:5 ), and the centerpiece of Jewish
worship in ancient times. The Temple, like the tabernacle, stood
facing East, environed by the inner and outer courts. The Temple
was founded in the 4th year of Solomon's reign (1 Kings 6:1), in
966 B.C.
For Christians it took a more deeper meaning in the second
coming of Jesus.
Thus St John of Damascus could write:
…the Lord Himself said, “Even as the lightning comes from the east
and shines to the west, so also shall the coming of the Son of Man be”.
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So, then, in expectation of His coming we worship facing towards the
East.
It is a strong tradition since the Apostolic times and it has biblical
foundation: “For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far
as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man” (St. Matthew
24:27).
In its prayers, the Church awaits the Second Coming from the east.
During the birth of Jesus, signs were seen in the east (St. Matthew 2:2).
“…the Sun of justice shall arise from the east” (Malachi 4:2).
The glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east
(Ezekiel 43:4).
The gate facing the east shall be opened during worship (Ezekiel.
46:12).
There are references in the Apostolic Constitution, Martyrdom of
Polycarp and other patristic writings about the Church in the early days
praying facing the east.
" And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he
put the man whom he had formed ( Gen. 2:8). Eventually Adam and
Eve, after their act of disobedience were sent out from the Garden of
Eden in the East. According to Christian interpretation, since the time
of this expulsion of the first parents by the eastern gate of paradise
(=garden), all children of Adam and Eve look back to their lost home,
the paradise in the East, with a deep sense of spiritual home sickness.
So salvation is understood partly as a return to the original home.
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Malachi. 4: 2" But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings".
Does it matter if December 25 was/is the Festival of a Pagan
God?
I am yet to find one thing in Christian life which cannot have a
reflection in some pagan religion or in a pagan god. There are an
infinite number of gods and their festivals

in all the world

religions that it will be impossible for anyone or even God to find
a day without any connection to them to send his Son into this
world.
In the very beginning of Judaism, God established sacrifices of animals
and circumcision – something which was common in some primitive
religions. God himself have instituted regular seasons of festivals as a
standard activity as is found in any culture. They all fell in the festival
times of the Egyptian and Canaanite festivals of seasons and harvests.
The idea is to use these cultural symbols as a means of communicating
eternal gospel.

Unless we see the semiotic value of the cultural

symbols and celebrations we will be left with no communication media
and little to ground generations on the gospel.

Symbols get their

meaning from the existing cultures in any community. We will be
making out new symbols which we are doing all the time and which
eventually will be misread.
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The question is should we be celebrating the gift of God’s Son? Will I
be loosing my salvation and eternal life if I do?
The real question is “Should not I be reminding myself and my children
and generations to come, of that gift which is to be received with
thanksgiving –with singing and dancing?”

If we detach ourselves from all symbolism that has connection
with non-christian and pagan religions I don’t think we can
translate Bible into any other language. Even the name of God
will be a difficult choice. Should we coin new words to express
these Christian gospels? How do we do that? Is Allah a proper
translation for God? I have just indicated the fallacy of such an
approach. This falls under the study of Missiology.
Let us take care of that we convey the content into the new
containers without loosing its meaning.
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1John 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because
that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through him.
Thus if anything is worth celebrating it is the Christmas – the
wonderful event of Word becoming flesh,
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“ I have come that you may have life, and that abundantly”
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