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FOREWORD 

 

This study started as a simple study on the mezuzah. We do take it as a simple obedience to 
the word of God "Write them on your door steps". But as I entered into the details, it tumed out 
to be a lot more complicated. Going through the process ot producing a Kosher Mezuzah was 
simply mind-boggling. The meticulous details of the choice of the skin, the preparation of the 
parchment, the choice of scnpts, the meticulous details in wnting every letter without a single 
error in dots and lines with suitable crowns for the right letters are all to be understood before 
we realize how much of effort is put into the making of each mezuzah. 
 
Here is what I have gathered. 

 
The Greatest Commandment 

Deuteronomy 6: 7-B 
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk ot them 

when you sit in your house 
and 

when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and 

when you rise up. 
"You shall bind them as a sign on your hand 

and 
they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 

"You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates." 
 
M.M.NINAN 
San Jose, CA 
2014 



  

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION TO MEZUZAH 

A mezuzah (Hebrew:  ָזה mezuzot) is a kosher parchment scroll ְמזז�ת  :doorpost"; plural"  ְמז

(inscribed with Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 11:13-21 on one side and the word Shaddai on the other 

side) that is rolled up and inserted into a decorative case. The case is then affixed to a doorway 

in fulfillment of the commandment given in Deuteronomy 6:9, "And you shall write them upon the 

doorposts (mezuzot) of your house, and upon your gates." 

 

One of the 613 Commandments (mitzvot) 

The Rabbis tell us that there are 613 commandments in the Torah. The commandment of 

putting up a Mezuzah is one of these 613. Therefore, when you put up a Mezuzah in your home, 

you have fulfilled one of the taryag (613) mitzvot. 

A Positive Commandment  

 

The 613 commandments are divided into positive commandments, and negative 

commandments.  

Commandments such as: "do not steal' are  negative commandments 

Commandment  such as eating Matzah on Pesach, are positive commandments. There are 248 

such positive commandments and putting up of Mezuzah is one of them. 
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.    

Scope  in terms of Time, Place and Person 

Certain commandments have limited scope, in terms of Time, Place and Person 

Some mitzvot apply only during the times when the Holy Temple in Jerusalem is standing, or 

only at certain times of the year.  Some mitzvot apply only in the land of Israel. Some mitzvot 

apply only to males. 

None of these restrictions apply to the mitzvah of Mezuzah. Thus, the mitzvah of Mezuzah 

applies at all times, in all places, and applies to both men and women.   

The ac of putting up the Mezuzah has two distinct parts.  

1. Writing the Mezuzah in proper way which is usually done by a qualified Scribe. 

2. The actual art of putting the Mezuzah up on your door post in the right way in a right 

container.  

.  

It is the second act, putting up the Mezuzah, through which one fulfills the mitzvah of Mezuzah.    

However the Mezuzah itself is the parchment scroll with the Torah portion written on it in the 

proper way.  The case itself is of no real consequence except for decorum and  beauty and for 

the protection of the scroll itself. 

Thus: The Mezuzah is the parchment scroll with the writing on it. The box is just a container 

whose primary purpose is to protect the Mezuzah. The center of the whole Mezuzah is the 

quotes from the Torah which is written by hand with all the scribal rules. 

A Mezuzah must be handwritten. 

A Mezuzah must contain in Hebrew, in a special alphabet, Deuteronomy 6:4-9, and 

Deuteronomy 11:13-21. Nothing should be added to them nor taken away from them.  Anything 

else, or anything more or less will invalidate the scroll as kosher.   
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 Here is a sample: 
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Mezuzah Scroll Translate as: 

"Hear O Israel, God our Lord is God the Only One.  

You shall love God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your power.  

These words which I command you today shall be on your heart.  

You shall teach them to your children and you shall speak about them when you dwell in your 

house, when you travel on the road, when you lie down and when you arise.  

You shall tie them as a sign on your arm and as a head ornament between your eyes.  

You shall inscribe them on the doorposts of your home and your gates. 

And it shall happen,  

if you obey my commandments which I command you today, 

 to love God within all your hearts and all your souls  

that I will give the rains of the land in its proper time,  

the light rains and the heavy rains,  

and you will gather your grain, your wine and your oil.  

I will give grass in your fields for your livestock.  

You will have enough to eat and you will be satisfied.  

Guard yourselves,  

lest your hearts lead you astray and you will serve other gods and you will bow to them.  

God will then become angry with you and will withhold the rain, and the land will not produce 

its bounty. You will quickly be lost from upon the good land that God has granted you.  

You shall place these words on your hearts and on your souls. 

You shall tie them as a sign on your arms  

and they shall be head ornaments between your eyes,  

and you shall teach them to your children to speak about them  

when you dwell in your house, 

when you travel on the road,  

when you lie down and when you arise.  

You shall inscribe them on the doorpost of your houses and your gates.  

So that you and your children may live many years on the land that God has promised to your 

forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth." 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LAWS OF THE MEZUZAH: PREPARATION OF THE PARCHMENT 

The commandment of mezuzah requires that two portions from the Pentateuch, the chapters 

of Shema and Vehayah, be written on a parchment according to rigorous rules  

and  

be affixed to the right doorpost of every doorway or gate in the house.  

Four thousand, six hundred and forty-nine laws govern every aspect of writing a 

mezuzah. 

STAM.  

 

There are three mitzvot which involve writing Torah text on parchment:  

• Sefer Torah or Scrolls;  

• Tefillin;  

• And  

• Mezuzah.  

Together, they are known by the acronym “Stam”. It is sometimes written as 

ST"M. These laws of preparing the parchment apply to all three. 

logo of stam.net 

The Mezuzah must be written on special, handmade parchment.  

If it is written on any other type of surface, it is invalid. The parchment must come from a kosher 

animal, such as a cow, or a goat, and must be prepared by means of specific processes. The 

Biblical dietary laws, are found in Leviticus 11.  
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"And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, "Speak to the people of Israel, 

saying, These are the living things that you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth. 

Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, among the animals, you may 

eat." (Lev 11:1-3) 

Hence the Kosher animals are those that 

• chewed their cud and  

• had cloven hooves    

Thus only the skins of the animals that are Kosher are used in the preparation of the parchment 

used in mezuzah.  
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According to halakha, the relevant formal Hebrew text from the Five Books of Moses must be 

written by hand on a parchment of the form called gevil or klaf by using a quill (or other 

permitted writing utensil) dipped in black ink.   

“The k'laf/parchment on which the Torah scroll is written, the hair or sinew with which the panels 

of parchment are sewn together, and the quill pen with which the text is written all must come 

from ritually clean —that is, kosher— animals.” (Essential Torah: A Complete Guide to the Five 

Books of Moses by George Robinson. (Schocken, 2006) ISBN 0-8052-4186-8. pp.10–11) 

The Torah says in connection with Tefillin (Exodus 13:9): "And it shall be to you as a sign on 

your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the law of the LORD may be in your 

mouth. For with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt." 

 This verse is interpreted to mean (though it may look too stretched out) that the parchment for 

the Tefillin scroll must be made from an animal permitted to be eaten according to Jewish law -- 

a kosher animal. However it is not required to be ritually slaughtered. Usually the skin of a calf 

or a lamb is used. 

First of all the mezuzah scroll cannot be just taken out of any skin of a kosher animal.  The 

scribe should prepare it for the specific purpose of writing the mezuzah.   The scribe must have 

this specific purpose in mind and may audibly and verbally express that he is preparing the 

parchment in order to make a Torah scroll, tefillin, or mezuzah by saing, "Lshem kedushas sefer 

Torah, tefillin u'mezuzah" at the outset of the tanning process. 

The skin is first soaked for a few hours in water and cleaned. Then the scribe places it in a 

barrel of lime where it remains between one and three weeks. By Jewish Law it must remain in 

the lime until most of the hair is easily removed. 
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The skin is then passed between the rollers of a depilatory machine which scrapes away the last 

traces of hair. 

 

The skin is now stretched on a frame. The lime must be cleaned from the parchment otherwise 

it might harm the parchment or render it transparent, which would be unsuitable for the writing of 

a mezuzah or tefillin. 

Drying the skin requires great care, in order that the parchment should have the delicate texture 

required. The skin is stretched taut on the frame and allowed to dry under a gentle indirect heat; 

shaded sunlight is the ideal. The tension of the skin during the drying process alters the 

arrangement of its fibers. This stage is crucial in the transition from animal hide to parchment. 

The quality of parchment which has now been achieved is called g’vil. This is a heavy, thick 

substance. Jewish law enjoins us to use a more delicate quality of parchment called klaf. To 

understand the difference between g’vil and klaf, let us for a moment consider the structure of 

animal skin. 

The thin outer layer is the epidermis, through which the hairs protrude. Beneath this is the 

dermis or corium. Its structure is a network of collagen fibers, and it contains the hair roots. The 

innermost layer which is called the “under-skin” consists of loose connective tissues in which are 

contained sweat and fat glands, blood vessels and muscular fibers. 
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The epidermis is unsuitable for parchment and is removed early in the process. In the case of 

sheepskin, two remaining layers of skin can, with great skill, be separated from each other. The 

dermis is then called klaf,( Klaf or qelaf (Hebrew: קלף))  and the under-skin is called duchsustus. 

 

There are three types of specially processed animal skin or parchment: gevil (a full, un-split 

animal hide), Klaf (also Qlaf or K'laf), and duchsustos, the latter two being one half of a split 

animal hide; arguably either the inner layer (adjacent to the flesh), or the outer layer (on which 

the hair grows). When skin is processed to make it into writing material, it is usually split into two 

portions. The outer portion is called Klaf in Hebrew. Klaf is the type of parchment that is 

commonly used today for Mezuzahs, Tefillin and Torahs. The inner part of the skin is called 

Duchsustos. If you make parchment out of the full skin, it is called Gevil.  These are Hebrew 

words to describe different types of parchment, although the term duchsustos is Greek. 

According to the Shulchan Aruch, Torahs should be written on Gevil, Mezuzahs on Duchsustos 

and Tefillin on Klaf. This is the ideal, but all three of these things could be written on Klaf if 

necessary.  A Sefer Torah written on duchsustos is not kosher. 

Another way to obtain the klaf is to scrape away the under-skin while the skin is still stretched on 

the frame. 

A special knife is used for this consisting of a large semicircular blade set in a thick mount which 

is held with both hands. The setting of the blade at exactly the right angle is very important. A 

mistake at this stage might split the skin; after this it may well not be possible to continue to 

process it and all the scribe’s work will have been wasted. 

The klaf is now taken off the frame and every square inch of it is rubbed carefully with different 

grades of pumice stone and chalk in order to obtain the rich smooth surface which is necessary 
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for writing. After at least a few weeks maturing in a dry atmosphere the parchment is at last 

ready for the writing of a mezuzah or tefillin. 

 

http://lavlor.blogspot.com/2009/03/parchement-klaf-or-gevil.html 

 

 

In order to write on the klaf, straight lines, sirtut (seertoot), must be manually scored with an awl 

along where the letters will be written. In addition lines are scored along the right and left 

margins. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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A Non-Halochic Discussion of How Parchment and Inks are Prepared 

http://613etc.com/inside.php?book=sefertorah&page=12 

  

A. Parchment 

Parchment is made from the skin of animals, most commonly cows, sheep and goats.  The process of 

making parchment is a very labor-intensive and expensive operation, and more or less follows these 

steps:  

1) Soaking.  Skins or pelts are immersed for several days in water to remove residual blood, soluble 

proteins and salt, and to condition them for further processing.  Calcium or flour, salt and tannin may 

be added to produce a chemical reaction to strengthen the hide. 

2) Unhairing.  After soaking for several days or weeks in an alkaline bath (typically, a suspension of 

slaked lime [calcium hydroxide]), the hair and surface grease can be easily washed off and scraped 

away. 

3) Fleshing.  The hide is now “fleshed”: the fatty underside of the pelt is removed by cutting away 

hypodermal and muscle tissue. 

4) Re-liming.  Further cleanses pelt and disperses grease. 

5) De-liming.  The skin is washed with a weak solution of acid to remove residual lime. 

6) Stretching/drying/finishing.  The skin is tension-stretched (“punched”) on a frame, dried and smoothed 

(“pounced”) with an abrasive, such as sandpaper or pumice-stone, to produce a suitable surface for 

ink penetration, and modified to produce the desired thickness and finish.  The hair-side may be 

polished or coated with chalk or gesso (a gypsum [calcium sulfate] mix) to lower the grease content. 

  

Parchment is strong, durable, smooth, relatively non-absorbent of inks and dyes, inelastic and, when 

reasonably thin, functions as a good writing substrate.  With time, most inks easily rub away (non-

indelible) unless they are very acidic (as with some iron gall inks) and eat into the parchment surface.  

Finer quality parchments are generally called vellum. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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CHAPTER THREE 

LAWS OF THE MEZUZAH: PREPARATION OF THE INK 

 

The Mezuzah must be written in black ink. 

 

 

 

 The ink 

The ink used in the writing must also be made according to specific Laws. Among other things, it 

must be black. The quill used for the writing is also made a certain way (but that's mostly for 

practical reasons, not for legal reasons). And the writing of the Mezuzah itself must be 

performed according to many very exacting Laws. 
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http://dallassofer.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/maxresdefault.jpg 

 

Divoh: Sofer's Ink 

Ink in Hebrew is Diyoh. Each scribe used to have his own formula for making an ink with the 

desired qualities of clarity, easy flow, intense color and tackless film on drying.  These were 

usually handed down through generations of disciples from teacher to students. Unlike in 

yesteryear when each sofer produced his own ink, some of it being better than others, today the 

sofer purchases ink at a store that carries safrus supplies.   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.stamforum.com/2012_03_01_archive.html gives a detailed description of how to 
make the Dyoh by Yalkut Yosef 
 
Remember each sofer has his own formula for making ink. 
 

1. Oak Galls -Afeitzim 
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Oak galls are formed when the tiny torymus sp. a wasp, lays her eggs in the twigs or leaves of a 

living oak tree. 

   

 

Here is the torymus sp. perched on a blade of grass, which gives the scale of the insect. 

  The tree tries to eliminate the invader by producing a gall around the eggs.  This gall happens 

to be extremely high in gallo-tannic acid. It is is this gallo-tannic acid that we are interested in for 

making ink.  Certain types of oak trees produce galls with greater concentrations of this tannic 

acid and consequently are more sought after.  The most effective for ink-making are the Aleppo 

galls from Turkey.  Nonetheless, here in California there is a ready and abundant supply of 

perfectly adequate galls that the would be ink-maker can find simply by walking through virtually 

any area with oak trees. I find it's best to gather as many as one can, because those which are 

not used up now, will keep and will come in handy when its time to brew another batch of ink.  

 

2.  Copperas -Kankatum 

Despite its name this mineral salt is actually derived from iron not copper.  In older texts it is 

often also called vitriol.  In scientific parlance it's called ferrous sulfate.  It's a slightly greenish 

white crystal produced by soaking iron in a 30-40% aqueous solution of sulphuric acid, allowing 

the water to evaporate and collecting the crystalline residue left behind.  
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These ferrous sulfate crystals are approximately a centimetre across, for our purposes we will 

use copperas reduced to about the consistency of table salt. 

 

   

 

For a fuller, and quite interesting description of how ferrous sulphate is produced I recommend 

the following CR Scientific Experiment page www.crscientific.com/ferroussulfate.html 

 

 

 

3. Gum Arabic -Gummi 

 

   

 

Again the name of this ingredient is misleading as it comes not from Arabia, but Africa.  The 

name may have originated from the gum having at one time been procured from Arab traders. 

This particular gum is exuded from the acacia tree, which grows in hot dry climates.  
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The branches and trunks are deliberately scored to cause the sap to ooze, the resulting tears as 

they are called are collected, dried, sorted and exported to the world.  In addition to its use in ink 

and other artist's materials, gum arabic is frequently used in foods, particularly candies, but also 

in cough drops where the gum soothes the irritated mucous membranes.  

 

For our purposes, gum arabic is essential for at least three reasons, a) it keeps all the 

ingredients evenly supsended in solution; b) it increases the viscosity of the ink which makes it 

flow more evenly from the quill and keeps it from bleeding into the surface of the parchment; c) it 

increases the brilliancy and gloss of the ink.  From the perspective of conservation the high 

proportion of gum arabic in sofer's ink acts as a buffer which prevents ferro-gallic acids in the ink 

from corroding the parchment, a problem frequently seen in older documents. 

 

For this recipe we are going to add a fourth ingredient to intensify the colour of the ink, namely 

logwood. 

   

 Logwood comes in the form of shavings taken from the tropical haematoxylum campechianum. 

  

 THE MYSTERIES OF THE MEZUZAH

 16



  

 

Here's the basic formula for ink. I've reduced it somewhat as the original recipe I have yields 

some ten gallons of ink.  I write a lot, but that's more ink than I could use in two lifetimes. This 

will produce about 2 quarts of fine, durable ink. 

3 oz oak galls 

1 oz logwood shavings 

2.2 oz gum arabic 

1.9 oz copperas 

The trick to making really, really good iron gall ink is long, slow cooking of the galls and 

logwood.  Some recipes I've seen call for just tossing all four ingredients together in a jar of 

water and allowing it to 'macerate' for a few weeks.  This is great if you want to write with a 

disappointingly grey ink.  However, if you're like me and want an rich, deep black ink, straight 

from the bottle then we need to prepare the ingredients a bit more. 

 

Stage One: Assemble, weigh and prepare the ingredients for cooking. 

 

**Be sure to use containers specifically designated for non-food use.  There's a good chance 

that these ingredients will leave a residue that would not be so good to ingest.  So just like our 

meat and dairy dishes, we keep our ink pans separate. 

 

 

 

We'll be using one ounce of logwood to make this ink.  Be sure to get the good stuff for this.  

The best logwood comes from the heartwood carefully planed into shavings.  This grade costs 

about five dollars an ounce, but is much stronger and more light-fast than cheaper varieties.  To 

prepare the logwood, it needs to be soaked overnight.  Use enough water to saturate and cover 

the wood shavings, but there's no need to go crazy and use a fifty gallon drum for one ounce of 

logwood.  A small Rubbermaid dish will be perfectly adequate. 
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Soaking the logwood overnight is an essential part of the process.  Do not skip it or you will 

achieve inferior results.  In the picture above you can see that the logwood has turned the water 

a deep, reddish colour.  It is this property that gives the logwood it's scientific 

name Haematoxylum, which means 'blood wood' in Greek. 

 

Now on to the oak galls.  We need three ounces. As with everything here weigh accurately! 

 

As you can see it doesn't take many, 59 galls in total, all of them smaller than an acorn.  If we 

estimate that it takes something on the order of half a pint of ink to write a Torah scroll and that 

there are eight pints to a gallon, and that this recipe makes 1/2 gallon, then with just these 59 

oak galls we could write 8 Torah scrolls! Not bad for a little wasp.  

 

As one cannot simply write with oak galls in their solid state, we need to crush them coarsely in 

preparation for cooking.  I find it easiest to simply use a pair of nutcrackers.  Be warned, the 

galls are incredibly hard!  You could easily hit them hard with a hammer repeatedly and 

experience no result, or else no result that was afterwords retrievable. 
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This is what the galls should look like once they've been broken up a little.  Now, if you're feeling 

terribly Medieval, as I was,  you may of course proceed to grind them to a fine powder using a 

mortar and pestle.  Otherwise, you may feel free to use a spice mill.  

 

In any event, which ever course of reduction you choose, the above should be the final result.  It 

may be wise during this stage to wear some type of protective mask, as you wouldn't want to 

inadvertently breathe in powdered oak gall, it does after all contain gallo-tannic acid.  From 

experience I can confirm that the dust does irritate the respiratory passages. 

 

Once done, the powder should be put in a suitable container and covered with hot water, which 

we will allow to steep overnight.  We have begun to extract the tannins in the oak galls. 

 

 

 

At this point the logwood and the oak galls have been reduced finely and soaked in hot water 

over night.  We are now ready to begin the cooking process.  The cooking process involves 

three separate boilings.  In the first, take the galls and the logwood and put them into a 4 quart 

stainless steel pan and add four cups of water, distilled if possible.  Chlorine, flouride, salts and 

minerals in tap water do funny things to ink over time. 

 

First Boiling:  Over a medium fire, boil the galls and logwood for one hour.  Replenish any 

liquid lost to evaporation.  Strain the liquor and set it aside. 
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Second Boiling:  Using the same galls and logwood add 2 1/2 cups of water and boil for half an 

hour.  Strain the liquor and add it to the first. 

 

Third Boiling:  This time add only 1 1/2 cups of water to the galls and logwood.  Boil for half an 

hour,  and add to the rest.  Allow the whole lot to cool and steep over night. 

 

 

 

The next day, using a bit of flannel, filter the liquor into a separate container.  Then squeeze the 

galls to extract whatever potency they may have left. 

 

 

 

The liquor as you can see has turned a very deep brown.  If it comes in contact with your skin it 

will leave it looking quite orange and shiny.  Add water if necessary to make up the full two 

quarts.  Using a pitcher marked for quarts is useful at this stage. 
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The next day, I measured out the 1.9 ounces of copperas and crushed the 2.2. ounces of gum 

arabic to powder then dissolved it in about 1/2 cup of hot water. 

 

 

Return the gall liquor to the fire and heat it until it is quite hot.  Then add the copperas and stir 

vigorously.  The dark brown of the galls will turn deep black in seconds as the chemical reaction 

between the gallo-tannic acid and the ferrous sulphate takes place.  Then pour in the tincture of 

gum arabic and stir. 

  
 

This change took place in about 3 seconds.  

In theory, you could begin writing with this ink immediately, however, I would recommend letting 

it age a bit.  Leave the pan uncovered for a couple of days stirring occasionally.  Oxidisation 

does seem to improve the the darkness of the ink.  

 

Then sample:  

 

 
 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

There are a LOT of ink recipes out there.  
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This is the most basic one and is from the sefer Chasdei Dovid: 

 

3 g Gum Arabic 

3 g Oak Galls 

3 g Iron Sulfate 

0.25 liters filtered or distilled water 

Crush the galls as finely as possible. 

 

Mix all the ingredients together into a sturdy pot. 

 

Cook the mixture for a long time on low to medium heat until you have only a gloopy sort of 

residue left. 

 

Strain out all the solid material using a fine mesh. 

 

Pour the strained residue into a clear glass bottle and seal it tightly. Let it sit for about 6 months 

until it turns jet black. 

 

If a Sofer doesn’t have 6 months to wait, the alternative is to buy ready-made ink. 

 

 

 

Nahari Ink 

Nahari ink is a quality type ink with good flow that dries to a velvety black finish. It is available in three different 

densities (regular, thinner and thicker) and is ideal for all types of sofrus writing. Comes in a plastic bottle with 

recloseable cap.  
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Hadar Ink 

Hadar ink is an extra fine, high quality ink which can be used for all types of sofrus writing. It has superb ink flow 

and dries to an ultra-smooth, velvety black finish. Comes in a plastic bottle with a resealable cap. 

http://merkazhasofrim.com/sofrus/inks.html 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

  SOFER'S PEN 

This is essentially the story of the art of writing in the Middle East.  The oldest method of writing 

on parchments and papers was using reeds.   

Reed PenReed PenReed PenReed Pen    

 

 

 

Reed pens or kalamoi (singular kalamos, Greek κάλαµος) are a type of writing implement   

made by cutting and shaping a single reed straw or length of bamboo. Reed pens with regular 

features such as a split nib have been found in Ancient Egyptian sites dating from the 4th 
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century BC. Reed pens were used for writing on papyrus, and were the most common writing 

implement even at the time when the New Testament of the Bible was written. 

  
http://lavlor.blogspot.com/2009/03/parchement-klaf-or-gevil.html 

 

The reed is commonly used by Sephardi sofrim 

Reed Pens are stiffer than quill pens cut from feathers and do not retain a sharp point for as 

long. This led to their being replaced by quills. Nevertheless a reed pen can make bold strokes, 

and it remains an important tool in calligraphy.    The Sefer Torah written by Moshe Rabbeinu  

(Moses) was most probably written with reed quills.   

 

Feather Quills 
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After 700 BCE, feather quills were "discovered" and became increasingly popular for writing 

purposes. In fact, some of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which are dated around 150 BCE were written 

with feather quills rather than reeds. That explains why the Ashkenazi scribes stopped using 

reeds, rather favoring the popular and "new" feather quills.  

 

Reeds have been used traditionally by the Sephardi, and have contributed to the distinctive 

Sephardi script. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.sofer.co.uk/html/kulmus.htm 

Kulmus  (the Quill) 
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From Keset Hasofer- (The inkwell of the scribe):  "On every occasion one must check that the 

kulmus is well-formed [lit. nice]. Some say that one must write [only] with a quill [made] from a 

reed and not from a feather, but we do not adhere to this custom rather we write with a feather, 

and even with a quill made of iron" (This is very strange ruling and not the case at all as one is 

not to use metals that are used for warfare in sofrut, however Rashi also mentions the use of 

metal pens so this must have permissible at some time in the past)"  And there is some doubt as 

to if it permissible to write with a feather from an unclean bird." 

Scribes by and large use quills (though some Sefardi scribes will use a reed (which are 

sometimes referred to as "calamus")). 

Below are the various stages in the preparation of a quill and writing with a quill is very different 

indeed to any calligraphy pen one may have used. Most common are the leading edge feathers 

of the turkey, the goose and the swan, though the latter is harder to source.  One needs sharp 

cutting tools and sharp steel "Stanley" knife, a scalpel and a loose knife blade for the final cut 

are pre-requisites.  Some people will heat their quills to harden and clarify them (remove the 

natural oils) but this is not absolutely necessary. The simplest method is to position the quill 

about 5cms above a hot plate and rotate it for about ten seconds (too long an exposure will 

render the quill too brittle). However there are other methods involving plunging the quill into hot 

sand!  

1. Strip the plumes with a firm grip and downward pressure to remove 
them. (Sorry to spoil the illusions but those pictures of scribes using 
barbed quills are misleading. Leaving the barbs there makes the quill 
very difficult to use)  

Scrape off the outside quill sheathing that coats the feather with the back 
of a knife. Try to get it all off the cutting end or it will not cut cleanly. 

 

2. FIRST CUT 

 Slice off feather's tip 

3. SECOND CUT 

From the upper wall slice down and horizontally about half way 
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4. THIRD CUT 
 Cut down to the feather lower wall. Clean out debris in feather - using a 
wire brush or (the sort used to clean shavers are best) or pipe cleaner. 

5. FOURTH CUT 

Flatten lower wall on glass or perspex and cut a nick in it. 

 

6. Push gently upwards at nick to split the feather for the ink canal. 

7. If you press your thumb on the quill the ink canal split should stop at 
the thumb pressure. A length of 6mms is more than adequate. 

8. FIFTH CUT 
 Turn over the quill and cut end with an even pressure on the 
glass/perspex. A loud "click" confirms a good sharp cut and thus a clean 
edge. 

 

9. Hebrew requires a cut sloping to the LEFT side. (English is written best 
with an even cut or one sloping to the right). You may want to pare the 
nib further to complete the quill to obtain the fine lines. 
10. As the edge wears down (you need a shaper point to drag up the ink 
for the taggin) you can trim and re-cut to maintain the writing quality. 

 

The quill must be one sixth the thickness of the gaps of the lines (shirtut) 
so that the Hebrew character is usually three kulmusim (nib widths) tall - 
wit the obvious exceptions where there are ascenders and descenders 
involved. Further rules for the quill can be found in 'Likut Sifrey Stam - 
Seder K'tivat Ha-otiyot, Ofen Asiyt Hakulmus (How the quill is made). 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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The sofer normally uses a turkey feather or reed as a quill.  

The sofer's quill is called a kulmus in Hebrew. The reed is commonly used by Sephardi sofrim. It 

is said that the kulmus should be nice looking as this is an expression of endearment for the 

holy task. The making of the kulmus is of great importance. It is an acquired skill to create a 

perfect quill that will create sharp, fine lines, bold, flat strokes and clean, rounded corners. The 

success of a sofer is partially dependant on being able to make a proper quill. An expert sofer 

will know how to press the quill onto the parchment with limited pressure. This will enable the 

sofer to use the quill longer without the need of a trim. 

 

HI-TECH SOFER: A group of artists in Germany programmed a robot to write the entire Bible on 

a scroll. 

Read more: http://forward.com/articles/11923/holy-robot-/#ixzz35wpzXN1G 

Comparitive advantage and disadvantage of Quills made from Reeds and Feather  
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A reed tends to give less contrast between thick and thin lines than a feather, and reed writing 

tends to show less contrast between thick and thin lines than feather writing. Compare the 

images below:  

 

Sephardi reed-influenced script,  

  
 

Notice the higher contrast and thick lines. 
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Ashkenazi and feather-influenced script. 

 

 
Bet Haverim's Torah Blog 

http://hasoferet.com/cbh/2012/07/19/reed-pens/ 

 

Ashkenazi Jews tended to be in parts of Europe where quills were widely used, and Ashkenazi 

scripts often make heavy use of techniques and flourishes which rely on having a very flexible, 

very thin, very sharp writing instrument such as a quill, and trying to write that way with a reed 

will cause you much heartache.  
 

Sephardi Jews, ("Spanish" or "Hispanic" ) on the other hand, tended to be in parts of the world 

where reeds were the writing instrument . A reed won't take an edge the same way a quill does, 

so it can't make those hair-thin vertical lines beloved of Ashkenazim, and it isn't as flexible, so 

the shapes are bolder and starker. This also makes Sephardi scripts quite a lot quicker to write, 

incidentally, which is why they are sometimes considerably cheaper to purchase. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

LAWS OF THE MEZUZAH: WRITING 

 

http://sofercenter.com/Sales/mezuzah/ 

 

 Resource:  http://www.mezuzah.net/laws4.html# 

The general laws for the writing of a Mezuzah are similar to those which apply to the writing of a 

Sefer Torah, or Tefillin.  The writing of a single Mezuzah takes from 2½ to 3 hours. 

 

Sirtut.  
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Before beginning to write the text of the Mezuzah, one must etch straight horizontal lines into 

the parchment. Each line runs from the left of the parchment to the right. The function of these 

lines is to guide the Sofer, to ensure that the text of the Mezuzah comes out straight. These 

etched lines are known as Sirtut. 

 

The Script.  

The Mezuzah must be written in Hebrew. The script of the Mezuzah is similar to the script of a 

Sefer Torah or Tefillin. This square script is known as "Ksav Ashuri" (Assyrian script). According 

to Rebbi the original Torah  was given in Ashuri script, but after the Jews sinned refused to enter 

in faith into the land of Canaan it was switched to Ivri script which was the common handwriting 

of the people. Later when they repented  and switched back to Ashuri script. 

No two letters may touch one another. 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.mezuzah.net/scripts.htm 

Scripts of the Hebrew Language 

The text of the Mezuzah is said to be of the “Ashuri” (Assyrian) script. The following chart shows 

some of the script families of the Hebrew alphabet: 

 
 
Notes 
 

1. Ashuri. (Assyrian.) This is the script used for Mezuzot, Sifrei Torah and Tefillin. It is also 

known as “square” script. 

 

2. Cursive. This is the script generally used in regular everyday contexts, such as taking notes 

in a classroom. Although very popular, it is actually relatively new, originating less than 2 

centuries ago. 
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3. Rashi. The so-called “Rashi” script is one that you will often find in the works of Rabbinic 

commentaries, both on the Torah and on the Talmud. 

 

4. Printed. Most printed Hebrew books used this script, which is quite similar to the Ashuri 

script. 

 

5. Ivri. When the Talmud tells us that Mezuzot, Tefillin and Sifrei Torah must be written in the 

Ashuri script, what other script were they coming to exclude? This one, the Ivri script, which is 

quite different in appearance from the others shown here. It was quite popular during the time of 

the first Beis-haMikdash. 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

Three basic Hebrew SCRIPTS are used today: 

1. Ashkenazi "Beis Yosef" - 

Beit Yoseph is the script generally used by Ashkenazi Jews; or generally used by those 

following Ashkenazi tradition, from Germany, England, Russia, Lithuanian 

 

  

Rabbi Joseph Caro 

 (1480-1575)  
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Ashkenaz Mezuzah Parchment 

 

2. Ashkenazi "Ari Zal" (Nusach S'fard) - generally used by those following Chassidic 

S'fard tradition, from Poland, Galicia, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia 

 

Rabbi Yitzchak (Isaac) Luria – The holy “Ari Zal” 

The most famed kabbalist, and a great authority on Torah Law 

1534 to 1572 C.E 
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The Ari introduced a new script which was a mix of the Veillish and Beit Yosef, a new Ktav that 

incorporated characteristics of both scripts. He incorporated the "inverted Tzadi" from Veillish but 

also the Ashkenazi Peh. He did introduce some very subtle novel details based on his Kabbalistic 

teachings, but all in all, the major change was the inverted Tzadi. And he was heavily criticized for 

that "change". 

 

 
Ari"zal (Chabad) Mezuzah Parchments 
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3. "Alter Rebbe (Ari Zal)" - used only by Chabad chassidim  

 

 

Shneur Zalman Borukhovich 

1745 – 1812 

 

Alter Rebbe Mezuzah Klaf 
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4. Sefardic "Vellish" - used almost exclusively by those following Sefardic tradition, from 

Northern Africa, Morocco, Italy, Saloniki, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Egypt 

 
Sephardic Mezuzah Parchments 
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All scripts have the same Halacha status and are Kosher for any Jew  

 

           

Sephardi,             Beit Yosef 

 

       

  Arizal         Chabad. 
 

 

Tagin.  

 

 

 

One of the places in Torah where the seven crowned letters cluster together: 

Throughout the Mezuzah text, the seven letters: Gimmel, Zayin, Tet, Nun, Ayin, Tsadi, Shin 

(often referred to by their mnemonic “Shaatnez Gatz”) must be written in a distinct way: three 

decorative vertical lines, known as “tagin” (serifs, or crowns), come out of the top of the letter. A 

Mezuzah which lacks these tagin is still kosher. 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://hasoferet.com/cbh/2012/04/01/tagin-the-crowns-on-the-letters-of-the-torah/ 

"There is a famous story about tagin, told of the third-generation tanna Rabbi Akiva. 

When Moses ascended Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, he found God tying crowns onto the 

letters. 

“God,” said Moses, “surely you don’t need those?”* 

God replied: “After many generations, there will be a sage named R’ Akiva, who will derive 

heaps and heaps of halakhot from them.” 

Because in some Torah-writing traditions, letters other than ץ”ג ז”שעטנ have adornments. For 

instance, Exodus 6:2-3 says ֵbהִ  ר֥◌ וַיְַדmים◌֖ ֱא  ֶsֹה֑◌ ֶאל־מ  ֹ yַק֥◌ ֶאל־יְִצחָ  ם֛◌ ֶאל־�ְבָרהָ  א֗◌ ָוֵֽארָ  יְהָוֽה׃ י֥◌ ֲאנִ  יו◌֖ ֵאלָ  אֶמר֥◌ ו 

 ֹ  God spoke to Moses, and said to him, I am YHVH. I — ָלֶהֽם ְעִ�י ◌֖ נ�דַ  א֥◌ m ה֔◌ יְהוָ  י֣◌ �sְמִ  י֑◌ �sַָ  ל֣◌ bְאֵ  ב◌֖ וְֶאֽל־יֲַעק

appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as El-Shaddai, but by my name YHVH I was not known 

to them. 

That second YHVH looks like this, in some traditions: 

 

Three tagin per hey, see? This doesn’t happen on all heys, nor yet on all instances of YHVH–

just on certain ones. Why? 

One scholar explains:  

There are tagin on the Name to indicate that this is the crowned, distinguished Name, the 

superior, explicit Name.  

And why on the heys specifically?  

Twice hey is ten, and ten are the modes of existence: (1) Utter height, (2) utter lowness, (3) utter 

east, (4) utter west, (5) utter north, (6) utter south, (7) utter good, (8) utter bad, (9) utter firstness, 

(10) utter lastness." 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

  
Decorative "crowns" which are sometimes placed on the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The 

taga is regularly composed of three flourishes or strokes, each of which resembles a small 

"zayin" and is called "ziyyun" (  = "armor," i.e., "dagger"). In the New Testament the taga is 

called "tittle" (Matt. v. 18). The seven letters צ, ג, ו, נ, ט ע, ש have the crowns on the points of the 

upper horizontal bars. The flourishes are placed on the tops of the letters, and they are found 

only in the Scroll of the Law, not in the printed copies of the Pentateuch. The tagin are a part of 

the Masorah. According to tradition, there existed a manual, known as "Sefer ha-Tagin," of the 

tagin as they appeared on the twelve stones that Joshua set up in the Jordan, and later erected 

in Gilgal (Josh. iv. 9, 20). On these stones were inscribed the books of Moses, with the tagin in 

the required letters (Naḥmanides on Deut. xxvii. 8). The baraita of "Sefer ha-Tagin" thus relates 

its history: "It was found by the high priest Eli, who delivered it to the prophet Samuel, from 

whom it passed to Palti the son of Laish, to Ahithophel, to the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite, to 

Elijah, to Elisha, to Jehoiada the priest, and to the Prophets, who buried it under the threshold of 

the Temple. It was removed to Babylon in the time of King Jehoiachin by the prophet Ezekiel. 

Ezra brought it back to Jerusalem in the time of Cyrus. Then it came into the possession of 

Menahem, and from him was handed down to R. Neḥunya ben ha-Ḳanah, through whom it went 

to R. Eleazar ben 'Arak, R. Joshua, R. Akiba, R. Judah, R. Miyasha , R. Nahum ha-Lablar, and 

Rab." 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

By Hand.  

 

A Mezuzah must be written by hand. A printed Mezuzah is not kosher. Every letter is to be 

formed with utmost care and each is associated with step by step formation of rules.  The 

following will show the basic rules as used by STA"M 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.reocities.com/athens/9587/alephbet.html 

Hebrew Alphabet used in writing STA"M (Sifrei Torah,Tefillin,and Mezuzos) 

by Rabbi Yisroel David Berger  a certified Sofer. 

Yisroel gives the detailed steps in writing each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 

  
Letter Aleph 

 
The Letter Aleph has 3 distinct parts and 10 laws concerning its form. There is an upper Yud, a lower Yud, and a 
body that is similar to a Vov. There should be a clear connection from the body of the Aleph to the Yuds but none of 
the faces of the Yuds are allowed to touch its body. The face of the upper Yud should be slightly angled upward. 
The very bottom end of the Vov part should be slightly turned upwards. The size of the Aleph should be 
3X3 kulmusim. The word Kulmus(im) means the width of the tip of the quill.  
 
 

Letter Beis 

 
 
The Letter Beis is made of 3 parts. The size of the letter is 3X3 kulmusim. The space in the middle of the Beis 
should be exactly equal the width of the top and bottom lines, which is 1 kulmus. The Beis should have a small heel 
coming out of its back on the bottom, so that it is clearly distinguished that it is a Beis and not a Chof Kefufa. It 
should also have a single Tag (pronounced tahg) on top of its head on the left side. A Tag is a single, short line, 
which usually will have a "crown" at the top. (Click on the Beis to see it better. This Tag should not be on the very 
end of the left side, nor be made too large, or it can cause a number of different problems.) 
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Letter Gimel 

 
The Letter Gimel has a head of a Zayin, and has a leg sticking out of it on bottom whose face points slightly 
upward. There should be three Tagin on its head. All of the corners of the head should be squared. The right leg 
should be slightly longer than the left one. The height of the Gimel should be three kulmusim. Originally, Sofrim 
made the Gimel with a long neck, so as to be able to put the top of the next letter near the head of the Gimel. 
Nowadays, we arch the back of the right leg slanting downwards towards the right, to avoid any problems and to 
create ample space. 

 
 

Letter Daled 

 
The Letter Daled has 2 main parts. There is a roof and a leg. If the heel which sticks out on the top right corner is 
missing, the letter is still kosher. We want there to be a heel sticking out so that the Daled is distinct from the Letter 
Reish. The roof should be 3 kulmusim long.There should be one Tag at the left end of the roof. (This Tag should 
not be on the very end of the left side, nor be made too large, because it can be a problem.) The leg should be 
slightly shorter than 3 kulmusim. 
 
 

Letter Heh 

 
The Letter Heh is basically a Daled which has an upside down Yud at the lower left hand corner, at an equal 
distance away from the roof as from the leg. The heel that was found on the roof of the Daled isn't necessary on a 
Heh, as even if the body looked like a Reish it would be kosher, but most Sofrim put a heel on top anyways. There 
should be one Tag at the left end of the roof. (This Tag should not be on the very end of the left side, nor be made 
too large, because it can be a problem.)Great care must be taken so that the left leg does not touch the roof of the 
Heh. If it does touch, even with an amount as thin as a hair, it would be invalid. 
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Letter Vov 

 
The Letter Vov should be 1X3 kulmusim. The top right part of the Vov should be completely rounded, because if it's 
squared it would look like a Zayin. The face of the Vov should be straight up and down, not angled. Neither the 
head nor leg of the Vov should be made too long, because then it will look like another letter. (ie- a Reish or a Nun 
Pshuta) 

 
 

Letter Zayin 

 
The Letter Zayin should be 1X3 kulmusim. It should have a completely squared head with 3 Tagin on it. The leg 
should be no longer than 3 kulmusim, as otherwise the Zayin can be mistaken for a Nun Peshuta. 
 
 

Letter Ches 

 
The Letter Ches is made up of 2 Zayins which are written next to one another and connected together on top. The 
right Zayin should have no Tagin. All of it's corners should be squared, except for the top right corner, which should 
be rounded. The left Zayin should have all of its corners squared, and instead of having 3 Tagin like a regular 
Zayin, it should have 1 Tag coming out of the upper left corner. The connection between the two Zayins is 
imperative, as if it's broken the letter will look like two Zayins instead of a Ches. 
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Letter Tes 

 
The Letter Tes has a size of 3X3 kulmusim. The left head of the Tes should look like the head of a Zayin, having 
completely squared corners and 3 Tagin on top of it. The lower left corner of the Tes should be squared as well. 
However, the lower right corner should be rounded. The right head of the Tes should curve inside the Tes, not far 
enough to touch the base of the Tes, but rather enough so that it's clear that it is curved inwards. The two heads of 
the Tes should not touch each other, as this would make it invalid. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter Yud 

 
The Letter Yud is the smallest letter of the alphabet, yet it can be the trickiest to write properly. The Yud should 
have a size of 1X2 kulmusim. The Yud should have a small Tag on the top left corner. This Tag should not be 
made too tall, because it can cause the letter to be invalid. The top right corner should be clearly rounded. The leg 
should not be too long, because otherwise the Yud can turn into a Vov. There should be a smallkotz sticking out of 
the bottom left corner of the head of the Yud. According to many Poskim, a Yud without this kotz is invalid. A kotz is 
a small stick or thorn, and in this case it's used to represent a small point sticking out of the letter. 

 
 

Letter Chof Kefufa 

 
The Letter Chof Kefufa is one of the 5 letters which have a special letter which replaces it,when it is used at the end 
of a word. The Chof Kefufa has a size of 3X3 kulmusim. The upper and lower corners of it's back should be clearly 
rounded, so that there is no confusion on whether it's a Beis or Chof Kefufa. The space in the middle of the Chof 
Kefufa should be exactly equal the width of the top and bottom lines, which is 1kulmus. 
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Letter Chof Peshuta 

 
The Letter Chof Peshuta should have a roof which is no longer than 3 kulmusim. We should not lengthen its roof 
any further, nor make it shorter, as it could very possibly look like the Letter Reish or the Letter Vov. The leg of the 
Chof Peshuta should be a total of 5 1/2 kulmusim,when measuring from the top of the Chof to its tip. If it is any 
shorter, it could look like the Letter Reish. The top right corner of the Chof Peshuta should be rounded, as it is 
similar to it's cousin, the Chof Kefufa, which has a rounded top corner. 

 
 

Letter Lamed 

 
The Letter Lamed is made up of two separate letters. There is a Chof Kefufa which is written within the lines, and 
then a Vov whose bottom point touches the very top left corner of the Chof Kefufa. The Letter Lamed, therefore, is 
one of the largest letters, and one must make sure that there is enough space above it, because if the body of the 
Vov must be shortened, it can become invalid. The Lamed's dimensions are 6 kulmusim in height, (that is, 
3 kulmusim for the Chof Kefufa, and 3 kulmusim for the Vov) and 4 kulmusim in width.(That is- 3 kulmusim for the 
Chof Kefufa, and 1 kulmus for the Vov.) The top and bottom corners of the body of the Chof Kefufa should be 
rounded, and the space in the middle of the Chof Kefufa should be 1 kulmus.(Exactly like the rules given above for 
a Chof Kefufa.) Our minhag is not to complete the bottom section of the Chof Kefufa part of the Lamed, rather we 
stop somewhere between 1/2 to 3/4 of the way from the end. As long as there is a clear bottom section to the 
Lamed, it will be valid. There should also be a small kotz sticking out of the middle of the head of the Vov section of 
the Lamed. 
 

Letter Mem Pesucha 
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The Letter Mem Pesucha is another letter which has a special letter which replaces it when it is used at the end of a 
word. The Mem Pesucha is made up of two different letters- a Chof Peshuta, and a Vov. The dimensions of the 
Mem Pesucha are 3X3 kulmusim. That is, that the top and bottom of the Chof Peshuta part of the Mem Pesucha, 
are only 2 kulmusim in length. The top right corner should be rounded, (like a Letter Chof Peshuta should be,)and 
the right leg would then go down until it reaches a total length of 3 kulmusim. By the same token, the space in 
middle of the Mem Pesucha should equal 1 kulmus. The bottom right corner of the Mem Pesucha should be 
squared. The Vov part of the Mem Pesucha, (which is sometimes referred to as the "nose") should be angled so 
that the face of the Vov is angled upward. At the point where the head of the Vov connects to its leg, is where the 
Vov should touch the Chof Peshuta part of the Mem Pesucha. There should be a clear notch in between the two 
heads of the letters. Also, the connection between them should be thick, so that it's clear they are connected. At the 
bottom, the Vov and Chof Peshuta must not touch at all, as that would invalidate the letter since it would become a 
Mem Stumah. 
 

Letter Mem Stumah 

 
The Letter Mem Stumah comes at the end of a word that ends with a Mem. The Mem Stumah has a size of 
3X3 kulmusim. The top right corner should be rounded, while the remaining corners must be squared. The box of 
space inside the Mem Stumah should also be completely squared, as we want to make the Mem Stumah clearly 
different from a Samech. There should be a slight potrusion from the top left corner which should extend a little bit 
past the body of the Mem Stumah. There should not be any splits along any portion of the Mem Stumah, as this 
would render it invalid. 

 
 

Letter Nun Kefufa 

 
The Letter Nun Kefufa is another letter which has a special letter which replaces it when it is used at the end of a 
word. The Nun Kefufa should have a head like a Zayin, that is- a square head with 3 Tagin on it. Originally, Sofrim 
made the Nun Kefufa with a long neck, so as to be able to put the top of the next letter near the head of the Nun 
Kefufa. Nowadays, we arch the back of the right leg slanting downwards towards the right, to avoid any problems 
and to create ample space. The base of the Nun Kefufa should extend beyond the end of the head. The total size 
of the Nun Kefufa should therefore be 1 1/2 X3 kulmusim. 
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Letter Nun Peshuta 

 
The Letter Nun Peshuta comes at the end of a word that ends with a Nun. The size of the Nun Peshuta should be 
1X5 kulmusim. It should have a completely squared head with 3 Tagin on it. The leg should be no shorter than 
4 kulmusim, as otherwise the Nun Peshuta can be mistaken for a Zayin. 
 
 

 
Letter Samech 

 
The Letter Samech has a size of 3X3kulmusim. The space in the middle of the Samech should be exactly equal the 
width of the top and bottom lines, which is 1 kulmus. The four corners should be rounded,inside and outside. Great 
care should be taken to ensure that the corners are clearly rounded, so that the Samech doesn't look like the Mem 
Stumah. There should be a slight potrusion from the top left corner which should extend a little bit past the body of 
the Samech. There should not be any splits along any portion of the Samech, as this would render it invalid. 
 
 

Letter Ayin 

 
The Letter Ayin has a size of slightly larger than 3X3 kulmusim. The Ayin is made of 5 parts, and each part should 
be distinct. The right leg has the head of a Vov, with a rounded top right corner. The left leg should have the head 
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of a Zayin. (According to the Arizal,the left leg has the head of a Vov.) The head should have 3 Tagin on it, like a 
regular Zayin. The heads should not touch one another at all. The Ayin has a slight slant toward the right, so that 
letters can fit comfortably next to it. The bottom portion which the two legs fit into should be thick and have a 
potrusion, to show that the Ayin is not a Tes, and also to create more room for nearby letters. 
 
 

Letter Pay Kefufa 

 
The Letter Pay Kefufa has a number of different parts. The overall size should be 4X3 kulmusim. The Pay should 
have an upside down Vov at the top left end, and the head of the Vov should enter the face of the Pay. If you look 
closely, you shold see the outline of a Letter Bais (complete with its bottom heel) inside the empty part inside the 
Pay. It is because sofrim want so much to get this outline of the Bais in, that the letter is written slightly larger than 
the other letters. The space between the bottom of the upside down Vov and the top of the base of the bottom of 
the pay should be 1/2 a kulmus, in order to assure that the Vov doesn't touch the bottom. 
 

Letter Pay Peshuta 

 
The Letter Pay Peshuta has a size of 3X5 kulmusim. The Pay Peshuta is similar to the Pay Kefufa, as they both 
have an upside down Vov at the top left end, whose head (of the Vov) enters the face of the Pay. Where they differ 
is in the right leg, whereas the Pay Kefufa has a curled body, the right leg of the Pay Peshuta goes straight down. 
Of course, the head of the Vov should not touch the right leg, and the right leg should be clearly longer than the 
upside down Vov, since it otherwise can be invalid. 
 
 

Letter Tzadi Kefufa 

 
The Letter Tzadi Kefufa consists of pieces from 2 different letters. There is a Nun Kefufa, which is more curved than 
it normally is, and has a bigger bottom base than normal. There is also a Yud, which is resting on the back of the 
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Nun part. The left head should have 3 Tagin on it, like a regular Zayin. The heads should not touch one another at 
all. 
 
 

Letter Tzadi Peshuta 
 

 
 
 

Letter Kuf 

 
The Letter Kuf is made up of two separate letters.There is a Chof Kefufa which is written within the lines, and then a 
part that is longer than a Zayin, but not as long as a Nun Peshuta,which is angled next to the Chof Kefufa.The 
Letter Kuf, therefore, is a large letter, and one must make sure that there is enough space below it, in order to have 
ample room for Zayin part of the Kuf. The Kuf's dimensions are 5 kulmusim in height, (that is, 3 kulmusim for the 
Chof Kefufa, and 4 kulmusim for the Zayin) and 3 kulmusim in width.(That is- 3 kulmusim for the Chof Kefufa, and 
the Zayin section is neatly placed and angled slightly under the roof of the Chof Kefufa section.) The top and 
bottom corners of the body of the Chof Kefufa should be rounded, and the space in the middle of the Chof Kefufa 
should be 1 kulmus.(Exactly like the rules given above for a Chof Kefufa.) We do not to complete the bottom 
section of the Chof Kefufa part of the Kuf, rather we stop about 1/4 to 1/2 of the way from the beginning. As long as 
there is a clear bottom section to the Kuf, it will be valid. There should be one Tag at the left end of the roof. (This 
Tag should not be on the very end of the left side, nor be made too large, because it can be a problem of possibly 
looking like a Lamed.) The two parts of the Kuf should not touch each other at all.If they do touch, even with an 
amount as thin as a hair, it would be invalid. 
 
 

Letter Reish 

 
The Letter Reish should have a size of 3X3 kulmusim. However, Sofrim are usually careful to make the roof slightly 
longer than the leg, so that the Reish cannot have a problem of appearing like a Chof Peshuta. The top right corner 
should be clearly rounded, so as to avoid any problems of looking like a Daled. 
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Letter Shin 

 
The Letter Shin is easily distinguished by its three heads. The spacing of the Shin is something that takes practice 
for a Sofer to write correctly. The leftmost leg should have the head of a Zayin. (According to the Arizal,the left leg 
has the head of a Vov.) The head should have 3 Tagin on it, like a regular Zayin. The heads should not touch one 
another at all. Also, there should be no more than 3 heads in total, or the letter would be rendered invalid. The 
bottom should come to a point, and not be rounded or flat. 
 
 

Letter Tof 

 
The Letter Tof consists of 3 parts. The total size of the Tof should be 3X3 kulmusim. The right leg is very similar to 
that of the Letter Daled and Heh, which also have a potrusion of the roof on the top right corner. The left leg is an 
upside down Vov, whose face points outward. Sofrim try to be careful not to let the head of the left leg potrude past 
the end of the roof, as it could cause spacing problems with nearby letters. 
 

 

From Memory. 

 A Mezuzah may be written from memory  in contrast to a Sefer Torah, which must be copied 

from another Sefer Torah. Evidently this is again to make sure that the copy is a true copy of the 

original text.   In the writings of large texts these rules are to be followed to the dot lest it will 

corrupt the sacred text. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

THE MAIN TEXT OF THE MEZUZAH 

 

On the front of the Mezuzah are written the two portions of the Torah which discuss the Mitzvah 

of Mezuzah (these are also the first two portions of the daily prayer known as the Shema): 

 

a. Deuteronomy 6: 4-9, known as the Shema, and 

b. Deuteronomy 11: 13-21, known as the Vehaya Im Shamoa. 

 

The two portions are written so that they take up exactly twenty-two lines; and on the final line 

are the two final words of the second portion: al ha'aretz (“upon the earth”). 

 

The text of the two portions must be exactly as it appears in the traditional Torah text. There 

must be no missing or extra letters. 

 

Two letters are written larger than the rest: the Ayin of the word Shema, and the Dalet of the 

word Echad.   
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Notice that the scored lines as guides from which the letters are hung 

There are 22 lines 

 

Text on the Back of the Mezuzah 

 

Shaddai. Two items appear on the back of the Mezuzah scroll.  

First is written the name Shaddai (Almighty), one of God's names. 
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    Shaddai meaning destroyer 

 

The root word "shadad" (שדד) means "to overpower" or "to destroy". This would give Shaddai 

the meaning of "destroyer", representing one of the aspects of God, and in this context it is 

essentially an epithet. The meaning of Shaddai may go back to the original sense of "shadad" 

which was "to be strong" akin to Arabic "shadiid" (ش;;;;;;ديد) "strong".  The termination "ai", typically 

signifying the first person possessive plural, functions as a pluralis excellentiae like other 

theonyms of the Hebrew God Elohim and Adonai.   

 

Another theory is that Shaddai is a derivation of a Semitic stem that appears in the Akkadian 

shadû ("mountain") and shaddā`û or shaddû`a ("mountain-dweller"), one of the names of 

Amurru. Shiva's wife is Parvathi - the mountain dweller. This theory was popularized by W. F. 

Albright.  According to this theory, God is seen as inhabiting a mythical holy mountain, a 

concept not unknown in ancient West Asian mythology  , and also evident in the Syriac Christian 

writings of Ephrem the Syrian, who places Eden on an inaccessible mountaintop.  In fact the 

Hindu Shiva is considered as a God of the Mountains. The then inaccessible mountain 

Himalayas was considered to be the abode of Shiva.  The phonetic connection between Shiva 

and Shaddai is suggestive of the origin of Saivism from Thomas Christianity with a lot of Jewish 

influence. 

 

Shaddai meaning fertility  

Harriet Lutzky, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Psychology at John Jay College, City University of 

New York, link the epithet Shaddai with the Hebrew šad meaning "breast", giving the 

meaning "the one of the Breast". Again one of the representation of Shiva is as Lingam which is 

ofter interpreted as a male Penis. Shiva and Sakthi (Energy, Power Strength) united as one 

male-female  God who is usually shown as half man-half woman.   

 

A similar theory proposed by Albright is that the name Shaddai is connected to shadayim, the 

Hebrew word for "breasts". It may thus be connected to the notion of God's gifts of fertility to 

the human race.  

 

In several instances in the Torah the name is connected with fruitfulness:  
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"May El Shaddai bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbersJ" (Gen. 28:3).  

"I am El Shaddai be fruitful and increase in number" (Gen. 35:11).  

"By the El Shaddai who will bless you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep 

that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts [shadayim] and of the womb [racham]" (Gen. 49:25). 

 

Shaddai meaning sustainer and destroyer  

As mentioned above there are two words in Hebrew that could be the origin of Shaddai: "shada" 

and "shadad" meaning to nurture and destroy respectively. They are derived from two Semetic 

root words, one meaning breast or fertility and the other meaning to lay waste, desolate, or bring 

to ruin. Shaddai can mean either "my sustainers" or "my destroyers" (possessive plural) in 

Hebrew when referring to humans and could mean both "my ultimate sustainer and my ultimate 

destroyer" in the majestic plural when referring to the God of Israel. 

 

In Hebrew a verb can be made into a singular possessive pronoun with the addition of the suffix 

"i" and it can be made into a plural possessive pronoun with the addition of the suffix "ai". 

However the plural possessive suffix "ai" and the plural masculine suffix "iym" can be used as a 

majestic plural when referring to the Abrahamic God or a suzerain, similar to the royal we in 

English. For example the Hebrew word for "owner" is "adon". A slave's owner is referred to as 

his "adon" (singular) however an animal's owner is referred to as its "adoniym" meaning "their 

owners" (plural) even if the owner is a single person. Similarly a slave would refer to his master 

as adoni (my owner) but to multiple masters as adonai (my owners). However when referring to 

the God of Israel humans use the majestic possessive plural pronoun "Adonai" instead of the 

singular possessive pronoun "adoni", although the God of Israel is absolutely singular (see 

Deut. 6:4). 

 

If one refers to a single sustainer or destroyer one uses shada and shadad respectively. If one 

refers to multiple sustainers or destroyers one would use the plural shadayim and shadadiym 

respectively. If one refers to one's sustainer or destroyer (possessive singular) both words 

become shaddi and if one refers to one's sustainers and destroyers (possessive plural) both 

words become shaddai. All epithets referring to the Abrahamic God in Hebrew are in the   

plural. 
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If this theory is correct then the term El Shaddai is an epithet that alludes to the primary aspects 

of the Abrahamic God as the God who creates, sustains, changes, and destroys the universe 

and all that is within it. Interestingly enough when the epithet El Shaddai is considered with 

YHWH (the proper name of the God of Israel, derived from the root word "howa" meaning to 

exist or come into being, and meaning literally the "cause of all existence" or "the one whose 

existence is absolute"), they show a surprising correlation to the concept of the Trimurti the 

triune Godhead in Hinduism consisting of Brahma (the cause of reality and existence), Vishnu 

(the creator and sustainer), and Shiva (the changer and destroyer). 

 

The root of Shaddai is  shadad (שדד). Shadad means to overpower or to destroy. 

According to Exodus 6:2, 3, Shaddai (יQַRַ) is the name by which God was known to Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. The name Shaddai is again used as a name of God later in the Book of Job. 

This suggests a connection to what we find in sefer Revelation of New Testament. 

  

Revelation 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were 

the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2  And I saw, and 

behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: 

and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

  

The word conquer carries the same connotation as overpower. 

  

Nachmonides tells us that the name El Shaddai personifies God who overrules Physical laws 

and the one who bends nature to His will.   

 

Shaddai as a toponym 

The term may mean "God of the mountains," referring to the Mesopotamian divine mountain. 

The term was one of the patriarchal names for the tribal god of the Mesopotamians.  In Exodus 

6:3, El Shaddai is identified explicitly with the God of Abraham and with YHWH.  The term 

appears chiefly in the Torah. This could also refer to the Israelite camp's stay at Mount Sinai 

where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. 
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Shaddai in the Midrash  

There is a Midrashic interpretation as an acronym standing for "Guardian of the Doors of Israel" 

(Hebrew: ת יִשVֶמר ְדָלתVR ָׂרֶאל◌◌ְ). This acronym is commonly found as carvings or writings on the 

mezuzah, which is placed on the doorposts of Jewish homes and other dwellings. 

 

Still another view is that "El Shaddai" is composed of the Hebrew relative pronoun She (Shin 

plus vowel segol), or, as in this case, as Sha (Shin plus vowel patach followed by a dagesh)  ] 

The noun containing the dagesh is the Hebrew word Dai meaning "enough, sufficient, 

sufficiency". This is the same word used in the Passover Haggadah, Dayeinu, which means "It 

would have been enough for us." The song Dayeinu celebrates the various miracles God 

performed while liberating the Hebrews from Egyptian servitude.  The Talmud explains it this 

way, but says that "Shaddai" stands for "Mi she'Amar Dai L'olamo" - "He who said 'Enough' to 

His world." When God was creating the world, He stopped the process at a certain point, holding 

back creation from reaching its full completion, and thus the name embodies God's power to 

stop creation. 

 

It is often paraphrased in English translations as "Almighty" although this is an interpretive 

element. The name then refers to the pre-Mosaic patriarchal understanding of deity as "God 

who is sufficient." God is sufficient, that is, to supply all of one's needs, and therefore by 

derivation "almighty". It may also be understood as an allusion to the singularity of deity, "El", as 

opposed to "Elohim" (plural), being sufficient or enough for the early patriarchs of Judaism. To 

this was latter added the Mosaic conception of the tetragrammaton YHWH, meaning a God who 

is sufficient in Himself, that is, a self-determined eternal Being qua Being, for whom limited 

descriptive names cannot apply. This may have been the meaning the Hebrew phrase "ehyeh 

asher ehyeh" (which translates roughly as "I will be that which I will be") and which is how God 

describes himself to Moses cf. Exodus 3:13-15. This phrase can be applied to the 

tetragrammaton YHWH, which can be understood as an anagram for the three States of Being: 

past, present and future, conjoined with the conjunctive Hebrew letter vav. 

 

The translation in the Concordant Old Testament is 'El Who-Suffices' (Genesis 17:1) from the 

Hebrew Al-sh-di, Subjector-Who-Suffices. 

This name is comprised of the three letters: Shin, Dalet, Yod, which are often interpreted as an 

abbreviation of the statement “Shomer Daltot Yisrael” (The Guardian of the doors of Israel). This 
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word is written opposite the space between the two portions written on the front. 

 

 

Thus the Zohar says:  

Soncino Zohar, Devarim, Section 3, Page 266a- From the direction of this handmaiden issue 

many officials of judgment who bring accusations against Israel, but the Holy One, blessed be 

He, protects Israel from them as a father protects his son. YHWH says to Israel: “Many are the 

accusers looking out for you, but be diligent in my service and I will protect you without, while 

within you will sleep safely in your beds. Now when the evil species come to the door of a man's 

house, and they raise their eyes and see the Holy Name written outside the mezuzah, namely 

Shaddai, which has power over all of them, they flee away in fear of it and do not come near the 

door.’  

 

Said R. Isaac to him: ‘If that is so, a man should inscribe only this name on his door; why all the 

section?’ He replied: ‘This is quite right, because this name is crowned only with all those letters, 

and when the whole section is written this name is crowned with its crowns and the King goes 

forth with all his hosts stamped with the impress of the King, and they all flee from him in fear.’  

 

R. Abba said: ‘Many holy hosts are present when a man fixes a mezuzah on his door, and they 

all proclaim, “This is the gate of YHWH”, etc. (Ps. CXVIII, 20). Happy is the portion of Israel, for 

then Israel know that they are the sons of the Holy King, for all bear His stamp. They are 

stamped on their bodies with the holy impress; their garments bear the stamp of a religious 

precept;  their heads are stamped with the compartments of the phylacteries with the name of 

their Master; their hands are stamped with the straps of holiness; their feet with the ceremonial 

shoes;  without they bear the stamp of the  sowing and reaping, and in their houses that of the 

mezuzah at their doorway. Thus in all ways they are stamped as the sons of the Most High 

King.  
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R. Eleazar said: ‘Against all this Elohim desired to protect Israel, and therefore a man should 

inscribe on the door of his house the Holy Name in which all faith is summed up. For wherever 

the Holy Name is the evil species cannot come and are not able to accuse a man. The place of 

the door of the supernal House is called mezuzah, which is a necessary part of the house, and 

from it flee the emissaries of justice and punishment. Correspondingly when on earth a man 

affixes a mezuzah to his door with his Holy Name inscribed in it, such a one is crowned with the 

crowns of his Master and no “evil species” come near to the door of his house.'" 

( Zohar Vol.III 265b ) 

  

On the top written upside down to the rest of the text is this portion: 

 

This inscription dates from the 11th century and is found amongst the Hasidei Ashkenaz 

(medieval German Jewish mystics).   According to the Sephardic custom (minhag), the phrase 

 is to be written on the (Shaddai) שדי is prohibited, and only the Hebrew word "כוזו במוכסז כוזו"

back of the mezuzah. This is  supported by the Shulchan Aruch and the writings of the 

Rambam. The Ashkenazi custom of writing both phrases, however, was supported in the 

writings of Rabbi Moses Isserles (Remo or Rema died 1520). 

The inscription 

KUZU BMUKSZ KUZU 

 THE MYSTERIES OF THE MEZUZAH

 60



is thus written at the top of the parchment and upside-down, so that every letter in the 

cryptogram is written exactly opposite its corresponding letter in the three Names of the first 

verse of Shema. The letter Kof, for example, is written opposite Yud, which precedes it in 

the Alef Beth and is the first letter of the name YHVH, etc. Since the cryptogram is written on the 

obverse side of the parchment, had it been written right-side up its first letter would be opposite 

(on the other side of the parchment) the last letter of the three Names in the verse. Thus, it is 

written upside-down to keep each letter opposite the one it encodes. 

These three words written on top right upside down are actually not words at all, but rather a 

code. 

 

This is written upside down .  We need to  rotate it 180 degrees to get the readable text as  

 

It does not make sense as it is.  Hence it must be a code which is deciphered in the normal 

techniques of the Torah codes. 

 The rule of encoding is the rule of "preceding letter".  If you take each letter of these three 

“words”, and substitute it with the letter which precedes it in the Hebrew alphabet (Aleph for Beit, 

Yod for Kaph, etc.). 

Kof (K)         Yud (Y) 
Vav (U)        Heh (H) 
Zayin (Z)       Vav (V) 
Vav (U)        Heh (H) 
 

Beth (B)        Alef (A) 
Mem (M)     Lamed (L) 
Vav (U)              Heh (H) 
Kof (K)          Yud (Y) 
Samekh (S)    Nun (N) 
Zayin (Z)       Vav (U) 

Kof (K)         Yud (Y) 
Vav (U)        Heh (H) 
Zayin (Z)       Vav (V) 
Vav (U)        Heh (H) 

 

 

 

 

  

                    YHVH                          ELOHEINU                       YHVH 

 

 THE MYSTERIES OF THE MEZUZAH

 61



 

 Then what emerges is  YHVH ELOHEINU YHVH .   

A Mezuzah which lacks these three words is still valid. 

Rabbi Moses Isserlis (the ReMA) quotes the Hagahot Maimoni as the source for the custom of 

this inscription. 

This name is translated by Rebbeinu Bachya to mean, “He who dwells in the shelter of the 

Supreme One under the protection of Shad-dai will endure.” 

Some authorities explain that this inscription on the back of the mezuzah is a carryover from the 

time when Jewish people were not allowed to have mezuzahs and did this a remembrance of 

the commandment.  

This series of three Names corresponds to the sequence of the Divine Names in the first verse 

of Shema Yisrael written in the mezuzah, “Hear O Israel, the L-rd is our G-d, the L-rd is One”.  

coresponds to YHVH - OUR GOD - is YHVH  

 

Kabbalah explanation 

Elohim is however is plural for El or Eloa.  The Zohar states that the three Names of G-d in the 

first verse of Shema signify the unity of the three first emanation of Self (Sefiroth:)   The 

sequence of the three Divine Names in the first verse of Shema Yisrael hints at the mysteries of 

creation that are expounded upon in the esoteric teachings of Kabbalah. Emanations of the 

Divine begins with  "three kinds of Nothing": Ain, Ain Soph, and Ain Soph Aur(The unknowable 

God who lives in darkness and reveals in light) . These give rise to Kether, the Crown, the first 

emanation of God  from whom proceded the Binah (Life Giving Spirit) and the Chockmas 

(Logos). 
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According   Kabbalah, there are 14 evil times mentioned in Ecclesiastes and these 14 letters 

refer to these 

The Decoded                                      The Code 

Seed Y a time to be born K a time to die 

  H a time to plant U a time to uproot 

Life V a time to heal Z a time to kill 

  H a time to build U a time to wreck 

Wealth E a time to hoard stones B a time to throw stones 

  L a time to seek M a time to lose 
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Grace H a time to embrace U a time to shun 

  Y a time to safeguard K a time to discard 

Wisdom N a time to be still S a time to speak 

  U a time to sew Z a time to tear 

Peace Y a time of peace K a time of war 

  H a time to love U a time to hate 

Dominance V a time of dancing Z a time of mourning 

  H a time to laugh U a time to weep 

The fact that the letters KUZU BMUKSZ KUZU are written upside-down can be interpreted as a 

way of deflecting evil influences, warding off bad times – sort of reversing the tide. Thus it may 

be said that the mezuzah plays the role of an astrological “shield”. 

 

There is no prescribed size for Mezuzah though it is usually square.  Usual sizes range from  

two inches square to six inches square.   

There is also the name Shadai written on the outside, which becomes at least partly visible 

when the Mezuzah is rolled. 
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Here are the two sides of the parchment as it is completed
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
SOFER THE SCRIBE 

 

 
Bill Aron 
The Scribe 

  
(Source: puckergallery.com from http://butterflyhunt.tumblr.com/post/1268422297/bill-aron-the-scribe-

black-and-white-photograph-16) 
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http://www.chabadch.com/templates/photogallery_cdo/aid/1525014/jewish/Mezuzah-Campaign-

Scribe-Chabad.htm 

Hunched over an old work-table, quill in hand, peering through thick glasses, lips murmuring 

holy words – ancient wordsJ  this is a sofer. 

 

“Sofer,” from the Hebrew word meaning “one who counts,” is just that – a spiritual accountant 

who trades in holy letters.   The sofer is the Rabbinic scribe – a religious functionary who has 

taken upon himself the obligation to ensure  and safeguard the accurate transmission of the 

Torah text from one generation to another. 

 

To become a scribe requires rigorous study and training-and great skill. Certainly, a person who 

has not carefully studied the laws pertaining to composing a Torahscroll cannot be a scribe. 

Above all, however, the scribe must be a G-d-fearing and pious person, dedicated to the 

sanctity of the Torah scroll. 

The scribe may not rely on his memory, but must copy the letters, word by word, from 

a kosher Torah scroll or a copy of a certified Kosher scroll. A right-handed scribe writes only 

with his right hand; a left-handed scribe, only with his left hand.  But this law is not insisted upon 

in the case of Mezuzahs as the portion consists of only a small portion of the Torah and is 

expected to be memorized by every jew. 

The Torah scroll, and especially the Names of G-d contained therein, must be written with 

utmost purity and devotion. It is therefore customary that the scribe immerse himself in 
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a Mikvah (ritual pool) before beginning his work. He also recites a blessing at the outset of his 

work and before each time he writes the Name of G-d. 

A Mezuzah has 713 letters. Every letter has numerous laws pertaining to its form. In order for a 

Mezuzah to be written in accordance with all of the laws, it must meet thousands of 

requirements. 

If even one of the Mezuzah’s 713 letters is missing, or shaped incorrectly, the Mezuzah is 

rendered invalid and the commandment is unfulfilled. Even the best scribe is human and subject 

to error. While some errors can be corrected in accordance with Jewish law, others cannot. 

Therefore, when a Mezuzah is purchased from a reputable seller, it is inspected by a second 

scribe before being sold. 

The pen used for mezuzahs or tefillin is generally a quill from a kosher bird, a goose or a turkey. 

The point is carefully cut so that by turning the pen and varying the pressure, the scribe can 

write thick as well as very thin lines with one stroke. 

It is extremely important to purchase the Mezuzah from a certified Sofer that is a Yiras 

Shomaim who follows Halachah meticulously. When it comes to writing or fixing there are many 

complex halachos which if not followed can render whatever was written posul. Many mistakes 

cannot be detected by even the most trained eye after the fact. 

 

Rabbi Ron Berry 
http://www.bwpjc.org/mezzuzah.htm 

How to write a mezuzah 
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The first step in the actual writing of the mezuzah is the ruling of twenty-two lines with a bone 

stylus. 

The letters of the sacred text will be written suspended from these lines (rather than resting on 

the lines). The ruling of these lines is not just to guide the scribe’s hand, but an integral part of 

the scribal laws handed down from the time of Moses. 

In Exodus 6:4 the Torah instructs, "U'ktavtam..." The literal translation is, "And you shall write 

them [on the doorposts of your house]." The Sages explain that this word can be read as two 

words: ktav tam -- a perfect script. The special script, in which the mezuzah, like the tefillin and 

Torah scroll, is written, has been very precisely defined by the Sages. 

In the Code of Jewish Law, the exact form of each letter, from alef to taf, is clearly described. 

Each letter must be written perfectly in accordance with these laws, for the slightest flaw can 

render the whole mezuzah or tefillin not-kosher. 

The letters may not touch each other, but should be separated by at least a hairsbreadth of 

space. The space between two words should be the size of a letter yud. If two words are written 

so closely together that a child learning to read thinks they are one word, the mezuzah or tefillin 

is not-kosher. This is also the case if a large space in the middle of a word makes it seem like 

two words. 

 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.mezuzahdoctor.com/EXAMINERS/examiners.htm  

The following laws apply to Mezuzos,Tefillin and Sifrei-Torah equally. 

 

1) KETIVA TAMA (PERFECTION OF THE WRITING):The Halachot of Tsurat Ha'otiot (the 

proper formation of the letters) are extremely complicated. There are scores of various Possul 

forms of letters likely to be found. 

 

There is a distinction between a perfectly formed letter and one which, while not perfect, 

nevertheless is Kosher. A Mezuzah in which all the letters are perfect is the result of the 

painstaking labor of a master Sofer. Such a Mezuzah is prized by those who seek perfection in 

Mitzvos. The value of kosher Mezuzot varies according to the degree of perfection in the 
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formation, the uniformity of the size of the letters and the neatness with which the letters were 

written. 

 

http://www.mezuzahdoctor.com/EXAMINERS/alef_Bais.htm 

 

The Alef Bais according to Bais Yosef 

 

The letters that differ according to the Ari Z'al 

 

The Alef Beth according to Sephardic tradition 

*Note: Not all agree that the Tes is different according to the Ari Z'al. 

  

Every letter must have its proper prescribed form. Deviations can occur by the omission or 

deformation of any part of a letter or by addition of a line or protrusion. Deviations render the 

Mezuzah Possul in most cases.  

 

We classify deviations in three basic categories: 

1) If a letter is illegible, it is incorrectable and the Mezuzah is Possul. 

2) If a letter is legible but is missing an essential part or protrusion. 

3) If a letter resembles another letter.  

When a doubt arises about which letter it is, a child, who knows enough to recognize letters, but 

does not know enough to figure out the letter based on context, is asked to read the letter. If he 

reads the letter correctly, the Mezuzah is deemed kosher. If he reads it incorrectly, the Mezuzah 

is Possul, invalid. In some cases, a Rabbi who specializes in the field of STaM is consulted. 

 

2) CHASEIROT V'YETEIROT (PROPER SPELLING): The Mezuzah must be spelled exactly as 

the words appear in the Torah. Even one additional or missing  

letter renders the Mezuzah Possul. Even a good Sofer can occasionally err and words can be 
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misspelled, repeated, or missing. 

 

3) MUKAF GVIL (SURROUNDED BY PARCHMENT): 

Each letter must be completely surrounded by parchment when the letter is formed. A Mezuzah 

is therefore Possul in the following examples: 

a) If a line connects two letters.   

 

b) If one letter touches another.  

 

c) If an opening in a letter is incorrectly closed.   

 

d) If a letter extends to the end of a parchment. (In particular, check the bottom of the letter tzadi 

in the word "Haaretz" on the last line of the Mezuzah.) 

e) If the letter was written so it is in contact with a hole in the parchment. 

The occurrence of being Possul due to Mukaf Gvil is very common and occurs even in 

expensive Mezuzot. Mezuzot should be carefully inspected for Negios (touching letters and 

connecting lines) before purchase. 

 

4)GOLEM ECHOD (ONE BODY): Each letter written in the Mezuzah must be a single 

connected body, with the exception of the letters Heh and Kuf. If even a minute Hefsek 

(seperation) in the ink, visible to the naked eye, splits a letter in two, the Mezuzah is Possul. 

Small splits can sometimes be corrected by a reliable Sofer. If a Mezuzah becomes torn and the 
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tear seperates the Mezuzah, the Mezuzah is Possul because the torn letter is not Golem Echod. 

 

5) PERUD HA'TEIVOT (PROPER SEPARATION OF WORDS):  

The letters of each word should be close together but not touching and the space between each 

word should be equal to the letter yud. Each word must be clearly separate from adjacent 

words. However, even if the space is less than this, the Mezuzah is still Kosher, as long as it is 

apparent that the words are separate. If the words run together the Mezuzah is Possul, invalid 

(SEE FIGURE F). In addition, if the space between two letters in a word is so large that it 

appears to be two separate words, the Mezuzah is Possul   

      

Even the most skilled and certified examiner can miss a mistake. In addition to careful 

examination by the scribe, scrolls can be computer scanned to  verify textual accuracy. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

http://www.mezuzahdoctor.com/CERTSCRIBS/CERTSCRIB.htm  

The following laws apply to Mezuzos,Tefillin and Sifrei-Torah equally.(except for law 

(4)Kesidran,which does not apply to Sifrei-Torah) 

1) KESIVA (WRITING): The Mezuzah must be handwritten. A printed Mezuzah is possul, 

invalid. Mezuzot printed by the offset method often resemble handwritten Mezuzot so closely 

that only an expert can detect the fraud. Generally, printed Mezuzot are identifiable due to the 

lack of the proper Sirtut, scoring. 

2) LISHMOH (INTENTION): The Mezuzah must be written with clear intention of creating a 

sacred Mezuzah. The sofer, scribe, must verbally articulate his intent (leshem kedushas 

Mezuzah) before beginning to write the Mezuzah. Without this verbalization, the Mezuzah is 

invalid, according to many Poskim, Rabbis.  
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3) KIDUSH HASHEMOS (INTENTION WHEN WRITING G-D'S NAME): In addition to the 

general rules of intention, each of the names of G-d must be written Lishmoh and a verbalization 

(leshem kedushas Hashem) should be made, although in this case, if the intention lacks 

verbalization, the Mezuzah is still kosher. 

4) KESIDRAN (IN ORDER): Mezuzot must be written in the precise order in which they are 

read, the order in which they are written in the Torah. Hence, if the Sofer (scribe) detects an 

incorrect letter in the text of a Mezuzah, he may not go back and correct the mistake. Doing so 

throws off the writing order needed for producing a kosher Mezuzah. Even the slightest variation 

in the writing order can render the Mezuzah Posul and unusable. One cannot determine 

whether the Mezuzah was written kesidran by examining the finished piece. Therefore, we must 

be certain of the Sofer's integrity with this matter. This rule applies to Mezuzot and Tefillin only, 

not to Sifrei-Torah. 

 

5) CHOK TOCHOS (ETCHING): A letter may NOT be formed by etching or scratching out ink 

around the letter in order to give the letter its proper formation. If an ink blotch falls on a letter 

and deforms it, the Mezuzah is Possul and cannot be corrected. If the letter is formed 

improperly, it cannot be corrected by erasing the imperfections. In our first example (SEE 

FIGURE A) one can see that the head of the letter vov was drawn too long, giving it the 

appearance of a resh. If one were to attempt to fix this by shortening the head, it would fall into 

the problem category of Chok Tochos, forming a letter by scratching off or etching. 

 

Similarly, if two letters touch one another in a manner in which another letter is formed by the 

connection (SEE FIGURE B), as displayed below where two zayins touch at the top so that 

a chesis formed, the Mezuzah cannot be corrected by erasing the connecting line. 
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These Halachot (laws), which determine the Kashrut of scrolls, are applicable specifically to the 

writing process and there is no way to determine from the finished product whether or not the 

scribe has followed these intricate guidelines. We must be 100% certain that the  scribe is 

certified by the Vaad and can be trusted implicitly. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

http://www.mezuzahdoctor.com/CERTSCRIBS/CERTSCRIB.htm  

The following laws apply to Mezuzos,Tefillin and Sifrei-Torah equally.(except for law 

(4)Kesidran,which does not apply to Sifrei-Torah) 

1) KESIVA (WRITING): The Mezuzah must be handwritten. A printed Mezuzah is possul, 

invalid. Mezuzot printed by the offset method often resemble handwritten Mezuzot so closely 

that only an expert can detect the fraud. Generally, printed Mezuzot are identifiable due to the 

lack of the proper Sirtut, scoring. 

 

2) LISHMOH (INTENTION): The Mezuzah must be written with clear intention of creating a 

sacred Mezuzah. The sofer, scribe, must verbally articulate his intent (leshem kedushas 

Mezuzah) before beginning to write the Mezuzah. Without this verbalization, the Mezuzah is 

invalid, according to many Poskim, Rabbis.  

 

3) KIDUSH HASHEMOS (INTENTION WHEN WRITING G-D'S NAME): In addition to the 

general rules of intention, each of the names of G-d must be written Lishmoh and a verbalization 

(leshem kedushas Hashem) should be made, although in this case, if the intention lacks 

verbalization, the Mezuzah is still kosher. 

 

4) KESIDRAN (IN ORDER): Mezuzot must be written in the precise order in which they are 

read, the order in which they are written in the Torah. Hence, if the Sofer (scribe) detects an 

incorrect letter in the text of a Mezuzah, he may not go back and correct the mistake. Doing so 
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throws off the writing order needed for producing a kosher Mezuzah. Even the slightest variation 

in the writing order can render the Mezuzah Posul and unusable. One cannot determine 

whether the Mezuzah was written kesidran by examining the finished piece. Therefore, we must 

be certain of the Sofer's integrity with this matter. This rule applies to Mezuzot and Tefillin only, 

not to Sifrei-Torah. 

 

5) CHOK TOCHOS (ETCHING): A letter may NOT be formed by etching or scratching out ink 

around the letter in order to give the letter its proper formation. If an ink blotch falls on a letter 

and deforms it, the Mezuzah is Possul and cannot be corrected. If the letter is formed 

improperly, it cannot be corrected by erasing the imperfections. In our first example (SEE 

FIGURE A) one can see that the head of the letter vov was drawn too long, giving it the 

appearance of a resh. If one were to attempt to fix this by shortening the head, it would fall into 

the problem category of Chok Tochos, forming a letter by scratching off or etching. 

 

Similarly, if two letters touch one another in a manner in which another letter is formed by the 

connection (SEE FIGURE B), as displayed below where two zayins touch at the top so that 

a chesis formed, the Mezuzah cannot be corrected by erasing the connecting line. 

 

These Halachot (laws), which determine the Kashrut of scrolls, are applicable specifically to the 

writing process and there is no way to determine from the finished product whether or not the 

scribe has followed these intricate guidelines. We must be 100% certain that the  scribe is 

certified by the Vaad and can be trusted implicitly. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

 

 GEMATRIA OF MEZUZAH 

 
Gematria or gimatria (Hebrew: גימטריה , gēmaṭriyā) is a system of assigning numerical value to a 

word or phrase, in the belief that words or phrases with identical numerical values bear some 

relation to each other, or bear some relation to the number itself. 

Finding numerical relationships between words and phrases Within the earliest Jewish 

traditions, groups of Jewish scholars counted the number of times each letter appeared in the 

Scriptures (as well as the number of words, verses, paragraphs, etc.). These textual specialists 

were called Soferim (counters). The Soferim ensured that every Torah scroll (and the other 

books of the Tanakh) were identical, noting any unusual words and spellings and replicating 

them exactly through their scribal arts. Many Jews believe that Ezra the Scribe instituted many 

of the practices of the Soferim. In the medieval mystical text called Sefer Yitzirah: The Book of 

Creation, the letters of the Alphabet are described as the stones used to build a house. They are 

called the “twenty two letters of foundation.” This doctrine highlights the belief in the essential 

relationship between letters, words and the creative process. Gematria is a type of 

numerological study that may be defined as one of more systems for calculating the numerical 

equivalence of letters, words, and phrases in a particular Hebrew text. These systems are used 

for the purpose of gaining insight into interrelating concepts and for finding correspondences 

between words and concepts. Although not identical, gematria is also in the same orbit as the 

so-called “Bible Codes” and “Equi-distant Letter Sequences” (ELS) that have become 

fashionable recently. According to most practitioners, there are several methods used to 

calculate the numerical value for individual words and phrases. When converted to a number, 

words/phrases can then be compared to other words/phrases and similarities drawn. Here is the 

most popular assignment and method. 
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The Mispar gadol (see below) values are: 

 
This is Hebrew Gematria  

( each letter of the alphabet has a numeric value) 
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The mezuzah contains 

22 lines 

170 words. 

713 letters 

There are l 4649  laws of how to write the mezuzah 

If even one of the 713 letters in a mezuzah is missing or shaped incorrectly,  
the mezuzah is rendered invalid,  

the mitzva is unfulfilled,  
and  

the blessing recited over it is in vain. 
 

The mezuzah contains 22 lines 

Since mezuzah has 22 lines corresponding to 22 letters of the alphabet we have the direct 

relation of the significance of mezuzah and the hebrew alphabet.  Hebrew alphabet are 

considered to be the building blocks of the Universe which  is nothing but the Word of God 

made flesh - the entire cosmos. 

According to the The Book of Creation (Sefer Yetsirah), written sometime in the 2nd century AD 

God created the universe by 32 mysterious paths consisting of 22 letters of the Hebrew 
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alphabet together with tensefirot  [ten primordial numbers/powers, associated with the attributes 

of God].   

"He drew them, hewed them, combined them, weighed them, interchanged them, and through 

them produced the whole creation and everything that is destined to come into being." 

"By means of the twenty two letters, by giving them a form and shape, by mixing them and 

combining them in different ways, God made the soul of all that which has been created and all 

of that which will be. It is upon these same letters that the Holy One (blessed be he) has 

founded his high and holy name." 

Sefer Yetzirah speaks of "32 mystical paths of wisdom" as the tools with which the world was 

created. These are the twenty-two Hebrew letters and the ten Sefirot (divine emanations). The 

letters are also called evenim (stones)--building blocks of Creation--"stones quarried from the 

great Name of G-d."2 The Hebrew letters are vessels of light, each with its own frequency 

and/or field shape, with which the words are formed and through which HASHEM spoke the 

world into existence. Their combinations are formulas that bring about the formation of the 

material world and beings--creatures of the Creation. 

With 32 mystical paths of wisdom engraved Yah, the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, the living 

God 

King of the universe, El Shaddai, Merciful and Gracious, High and Exalted, Dwelling in eternity, 

Whose name is Holy-- He is lofty and holy-- And He created His universe with three books, with 

text with number and with communication. 

Ten Sefirot of Nothingness, And 22 Foundation Letters: 

Three Mothers, Seven Doubles And twelve Elementals.  

--Sefer Yetzirah 

God permeate the creation while allowing us to exist with total freedom. 

Thus Mezuzah reminds us of the immanence of God within the universe while giving us the total 

freedom to live our lives. The choice of life is ours.  But the blessings come with right choices in 

accordance with the will of God. 
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Deut. 11: 13 if you shall hearken diligently unto My commandments which I command you this 

day, to love the LORD your God, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14 

then I will give........ 

 
Mezuzah is a conditional protection and that depends on your obedience. 
 

  

 Mezuzah has 170 words.  
 
The number 170 is equal to the combined gematria of two words: bnim ( children) and chayim 

(life). 

 The word bnim is spelled BNYM. The gematria is (Beth = 2) + (Nun = 50) + (Yud = 10) + (Mem = 40) = 102. 

 The word chaim is spelled ChYYM. The gematria is (Cheth = 8) + 2x(Yud = 10) + (Mem = 40) = 68 

 BNYM + ChYYM = 170   

 

 Deuteronomy  11:13-21 “...So that your days may be multiplied; and the days of your 
children...”. 
  

The sum the gematria of the words chaym (life) and emuna (faith) also gives 170 
 
The word chaim is spelled ChYYM. The gematria is (Cheth = 8) + 2x(Yud = 10) + (Mem = 40) = 68 

The word emunah is spelled AMVNH. The gematria is (Alef = 1) + (Mem = 40) + (Vav = 6) + (Nun = 50) + (Heh = 5) 

= 102. 

  

Habakkuk 2:4 The righteous shall live by his faith. 

 

Again what  the mezuzah reminds us is that we should be living by faith so that our lives may be 

blessed and protected.  Mezuzah do not protect.  It is faith in God and in what He had 

commaded - the righteous life that protects. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 Alexander Poltorak. gives the following details in addition to the above: 

http://www.betemunah.org/mezuzah.html#_ftn27 

Mezuzah has 713 letters.  

"The number 713 is the numerical value (gematria) of the word teshuvah, repentance. The word 

mezuzah has the numerical value of 65, the value of another Name of Gd, Adonai(Master, 

Lrd). This Name is associated with the Divine Attribute of Malkhuth (Kingship). Perhaps this 

comes to teach us that by looking at the mezuzah we remind ourselves of the great Master of 
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the Universe, the King of Kings to Whose Supreme Will we must subjugate our will, submitting 

to the yoke of the Heavenly Kingdom. This moves us to repentance." 

 

 The gematria of mezuzah is 65 

   

 The gematria of mezuzah (65) equals the gematria of the name Adonai (אדני – Aleph Daleth 

Nun Yod, ADNI).  Adonai is a traditional Hebrew name of the One Being most often translated 

as ‘Lord’. The word hekhal, (chamber) as in Hekhal HaKodesh, the Holy Chamber, or Hekhal, 

the main Hall of the Temple also has the same gematria number of 65. This supports the notion 

that the mezuzah can turn a house into a place of holiness, a miniature temple. 

  

The sum total of the number of lines, words, and letters, in the mezuzah, is equal to 

22+170+713=905.  

This number is the gematria of the phrase found in the Grace After Meals: Berachah Merubah 

Babaith HaZeh (Great blessing to this house)." 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

One should be careful in using gematria since it is only mnemonic for memory and used only for 

didactic purposes as a chain to memorize.  It is dangerous to use it for doctrinal derivations. The 

same is true regarding the object called Mezuzah. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

THE MEZUZAH CASE 

Mezuzah cases 

 

These Mezuzah cases are produced from a wide variety of materials, from silver and precious 

metals, to wood, stone, ceramics, pewter, and even polymer clay.  There are no particular 

regulation regarding the case and there are an infinite variety of artistic and imaginative cases 

available in the market. 
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These are some artistic cases taken at random from various websites that sell mezuzah cases. You can actually 

make your own. 

However before you place the scroll inside the container, make sure that every letter is written 

properly according to the rule.  Computer checkings are available now to make this sure. 
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Trimming the scroll to fit the case. 

  

Rolling the Mezuzah 

The mezuzah should be rolled, not folded, before being affixed to the wall. It is rolled from left to 

right in the following manner: One should place the mezuzah on a flat surface face up, with the 

word Shema (the first word) in the top right corner and roll it starting from the left side. 
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If the mezuzah was rolled from right to left, it is still kosher, but it should be removed from its 

case, rerolled, and reaffixed without a berachah, blessing. If it was rolled from the top to bottom 

or visa versa, so that it was affixed sideways, it must be removed, rerolled, and reaffixed. 

Consult a rabbi to determine if a berachah is made. 

It is not proper to roll the mezuzah inside out or to leave it unrolled in order to be able to view 

the lettering. 

The mezuzah is inserted into the case so that the Sha-dai faces outwards. 

After being rolled, the mezuzah should be wrapped in a protective covering, preferably 

parchment paper/baking paper or wax paper. The wrapping should only be around the outside 

of the mezuzah and not inside the rolling, as some halachic authorities consider it a separation. 

(Unnecessary separations are not allowed.) Therefore, according to these poskim, one should 

not put a mezuzah into a sandwich bag and then roll it and if the mezuzah came sealed in 

plastic it should be removed before rolling. 
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Affixing a Mezuzah  

Traditionally, a mezuzah is affixed to every doorpost and gate of the household except the 

bathroom or similar places. Even in non-observant homes, it is common to place a mezuzah on 

the doorpost of the main entry.  

Before affixing the mezuzah to the doorpost, the following blessing should be recited: 

  

 

  The mezuzah should then be affixed to the upper third of the doorpost on the right side as 

one enters the house or room. If the doorpost is wide enough to permit, the mezuzah should 

be tilted with the upper part slanting inward toward the house or room, like this:  

inside |\| outside 
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The Mezuzah is attached to the doorway in the following manner:  

  * On the right doorpost, as one enters the room.  

  * At the bottom of the top-third of the doorway.  

  * On a slant, with the top part leaning inward. 

  
 

The Sephardim--Jews from North Africa and the Mediterranean lands--traditionally affix their 

mezuzot vertically, not at an angle. 

"Way back in the eleventh century, Rashi, a French rabbi and commentator, opined that when 

you put up your mezuzah, it should be hung vertically (Rashi and Tosafot on Menahot 33a).  

"But then Rashi's grandson came along. He's known as Rabbenu Tam, and he wrote that a 

mezuzah should be affixed horizontally, because the Ten Commandments and the Torah scrolls 

were kept horizontally in the ark in the Temple.  

A hundred and fifty years later Rabbi Jacob Ben Asher, also sometimes called the Tur, was 

writing his book of Jewish law, the Arbaah Turim. In it, Ben Asher suggests that the way to hold 
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by the precedents of both Rashi and Rabbenu Tam was to split the difference, and affix your 

mezuzah at a slant (pointing into the room). (Yoreh Deah 289)  

Three hundred years later this view was codified again by the Rema, an Ashkenazi 

commentator, who noted that slanting a mezuzah had become the common custom among 

Ashkenazi Jews. (Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews today still hang their mezuzot vertically.)" 

(http://www.myjewishlearning.com/ask_the_expert/at/Ask_the_Expert_Slanted_Mezuzah.shtml) 

 

 THE MYSTERIES OF THE MEZUZAH

 88



  

 

 

 

 

 

  
which is the embodiment of Sovereignty, 

because the mezuzah is numerically 
the same as the Divine Name of Adonai. 

 

The mezuzah is placed on the bottom part of the top third 
of the doorpost, to signify Sovereignty, which emerges 

from the higher third part of 
Beauty of the Little Face. 

 

 

“Yea, the Almighty shall be your defence, and you shall 
have plenty of silver,” which uses the name 

Sh’a’dd’ai’ (the Almighty)  

 

which is a shield against the Shells (external forces) 
that are called tzarich (need). 

For this is how Sovereignty emerges. 
The Sovereignty indicates the mezuzah, 
which is on the outside of the Little Face, 
so the Shells will not have a grasp there. 

There is a power in the name of Shaddai to dissipate the 
Shells, which are called tzarich 

 

(Hakham Yaakov Tzemach) 
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http://www.templesanjose.org/JudaismInfo/faq/affixing_mezuzah.pdf  gives detailed information 

concerning Where to Affix a Mezuzah 

Usually this is done during the Chanukkat Ha-Bayit (KHAH-noo-KAHT hah BAHY-eet) the 

dedication of the house fixing the mezuzah becomes a ritual part of the ceremony.  
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The mezuzah is to be affixed to entrances of all residential buildings and to the doors of all 

rooms used for living purposes. (It is not to be attached to the doorposts of bathrooms, schools, 

or houses of worship.) Since the verses in Deuteronomy not only declare "on your doorposts" 

but also "and thy gates," mezuzot are also obligatory for apartment house entrances.It is also 

placed on the  city gates. 

 

  

Mezuzah at the entrance of Jaffa Gate, in Jerusalem leading into the Old City. 

The mezuzot on the gates of Jerusalem are placed according to Sephardic tradition straight up . 
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The world’s largest mezuzah is hung on Israel’s Kaplan hospitalC 

 

  

Whenever one enter or leave the house, it is customary to touch the mezuzah   acknowledging 

the "Shema" and the duty of loving and serving God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength. Touching the mezuzah also reminds us that we are bought with a price. There is no 

Talmudic source obligating one to kiss the mezuzah, although there may be a source for 

touching the mezuzah. Kissing the mezuzah seems to have been introduced by the Arizal 

(sixteenth century), 
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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Mystery of the Mezuzah By Rabbi Levi bar Ido / B’nai Avraham 
gives the following summary: 
"Mezuzah halachot 

 According to the Talmud,  a mezuzah is needed for a room under the following specifications.   

1. The room must be at least 4 cubits by 4 cubits (about four square meters). 

2. The entrance must have two doorposts and a lintel, and the entrance should be at least 

ten handbreadths high (about 80-100 cm.). If the right side of the opening is flush with the wall, 

or if the top of the opening is flush with the ceiling, no mezuzah is required. 

3. The room should be non-holy. This excludes a synagogue, which is holy. (Since our 

synagogues today also contain an office, social hall, etc, a mezuzah is required.) 

4. The room should be intended for human occupancy (e.g. excluding a barn), and for 

permanent occupancy (e.g. excluding a succah). 

5. The room should be made for dignified occupancy (e.g. excluding a bathroom). 

When placing the mezuzah in the case or on the wall, be sure that the Hebrew word “Shaddai,” 

which is written on the back of the parchment, is facing outward (i.e. toward the entrance once it 

is affixed). Also, make sure the mezuzah is not upside down! 
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The mezuzah should be placed on the right-hand doorpost, i.e. on the right side of the door as 

you enter the room. The Talmud learns this from the word “your house” (beit’echa), which can 

be rendered “as you enter” (bi’atcha). 

  

How far up on the doorpost?  

The mezuzah should be placed on the lower part of the upper-third of the doorpost -- 

approximately shoulder height. (The Talmud compares this to Tefillin, which is placed on the 

upper arm.) 

At which angle?  

The Ashkenazi custom is to position the mezuzah at a slight angle, with the top half pointing 

toward the room you are about to enter. The Sephardi custom is to place the mezuzah straight 

up vertically. (If the doorpost is too narrow to allow for a slant, Ashkenazim also place it 

vertically.) 

If the doorway is deep, the mezuzah should be placed on the doorpost within three inches of the 

entrance. If the doorway has little depth, i.e. it is not possible to place the mezuzah on the 

doorpost within the doorway itself, then the mezuzah is placed on the outer part of the doorpost, 

within three inches of the doorway. 

The mezuzah should be permanently affixed, with glue, nails, or screws. Tape that would easily 

fall off if bumped into is regarded as too temporary to be considered affixed. Similarly, velcro 

and magnets may not be used. 

The mezuzah must be affixed both on the top and bottom. When using double-sided foam tape, 

either use one long piece which reaches the top and bottom of the mezuzah case, or put two 

pieces, one on top and one on the bottom. 

A strong glue or double-sided foam tape is acceptable only if the case opens from the top or 

bottom. If the case opens from the back, then by using glue or foam tape, only the removable 

back of the cover will be “affixed to the doorpost,” while the hollow section containing the 

mezuzah will not. Therefore, a case which opens from the back should be affixed with nails or 

screws. [If that option does not exist, one may use tape to seal the back of the case to the body 

of the case, and then post it as such.] 
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The mouinting procedure is to hold the mezuzah against the spot upon which it will be affixed, 

then recite this blessing: 

רQT ַאָ]ה יי ֱאXֵהינT ֶמֶלQ ָהעNָלם  ָ̂ ִמְצNָתיו . ְ̂  Tנdַeְר ִקdֲֶא, 

 וְִצוָנT ִלְק^Nַע ְמזTָזה 

Baruch atta Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam, asher kideshanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu likboa 

mezuzah. 

Blessed are You, HaShem our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctified us with His mitzvot, 

and commanded us to affix a mezuzah. 

 

Mezuzah Doctor 
  

 

A kosher mezuzah is hand-written on genuine parchment, prepared from the skin of a kosher 

animal. A specially trained scribe carefully writes the words using special black ink and a quill 

pen. The letters must be written according to halacha, and every letter and word must be 

correct. Any mistakes or missing letters invalidates the entire parchment.  

 

In due course of time the parchment and letters may age, crack or otherwise deteriorate.  As a 

result in order maintain the mezuzah as kosher, it is necessary to inspect, correct of replace as 

necessary. 

  

Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 11a, Shulchan Aruch (291:1) says: 

For it has been taught: The mezuzah of an individual’s house should be examined twice every 

seven years, and of public buildings twice every fifty years. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Laws of Moses 

We are not sure when the practice started.  These laws of Moses were given in anticipation of 

the permanent residence of Israel in the land of Canaan.  The purpose simply was to fill the lives 

of the generations with the concept of the God of Israel who brought them into the land which 

they occupied.   It was necessary to obey God so that they may live long in that land.   

 

Though Mezuzah is mentioned as doorpost in the bible, Mezuzah as we see today is a derived 

symbol.  It is based on the commandment to write the words of the Holy Book on lintels and in 

all parts of the household to saturate the generations with the faith of the fathers.  But we do not 

directly see the Mezuzah parchment and cases being a command.  It certainly must have 

developed after the occupation of Canaan when people began to settle there.  Again we do not 

see any mention of it during the period of Kings nor during the period Prophets.  

 

Qumran Community and Mezuzot  

However the archaeological excavations from Qumran--the ancient site where the Dead Sea 

Scrolls were found-reveal the literal use of mezuzot as we know today. 
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" Qumran Cave 4 (4Q) – Discovered by Bedouin treasure hunters in 1952, who were exploring 

right under the noses of archaeologists excavating the site of Qumran. The most legendary of all 

caves, Cave 4 revealed ample treasures: thousands of fragments from hundreds of 

manuscripts, comprising 75% of all material from the Qumran caves, including parts of biblical 

and apocryphal books, biblical commentaries, works on Jewish law, prayers, sectarian texts, 

tefillin and mezuzot. Due to their poor condition, these fragments were among the most difficult 

to decipher and translate."  (http://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/learn-about-the-scrolls/discovery-

sites?locale=en_US) 

 

In Cave 8 archaeologists discovered a mezuzah, fragments of Genesis, fragments of Psalms, and 

dozens of squares of small leather strips.  The worker who lived here had the job of making these 

strips. 
(http://www.bibleplaces.com/qumrancaves.htm) 
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The earliest evidence for the fulfillment of the commandments of the mezuzah dates from the 

Second Temple period found here.   A mezuzah parchment (6.5 cm. × 16 cm.) has been found 

at Qumran (Cave 8).  However the parchment contains the torah portions Deuteronomy (10:12–

11:21) and does not contain the  Shema (Discoveries in the Judean Desert of Jordan (1962), 

158–61). 

 

The Targums (The Aramaic translation of the Bible in "Targum dialect". It belongs to western 

Aramaic and more particularly to the Aramaic of Palestine. The targumim were spoken 

paraphrases, explanations, and expansions of the Jewish scriptures.  They are dated from both 

before and after the time of Christ. Targums are traced back to Ezra  where Ezra is said to have 

interpreted the Bible to the newly returned Israel since many could not understand Hebrew.  

Rab interpreted the word "meforash" (Neh. viii. 8) as referring to the Targum (Meg. 3a; Ned. 

37b; comp. Yer. Meg. 74d, line 48, Gen. R. xxxvi.).   

Deuteronomy 6:9 is translated in Targum as: “...and you should inscribe them in mezuzot and 

affix them on the doorposts of your houses and of your gates.” Thus the form of Mezuzah as we 

know today existed at least from that time  which is around 4th century BC 

 

The Samaritans 

The  word Samerim means "Guardians/Keepers/Watchers of the Law/Torah",   

>>>>>>>> 

http://tetragram.pl/8633 

Samaritans, was established after the destruction by the Assyrian king Sargon II, the kingdom of 

Israel (721 BC) of mixing the remaining Jewish population living in and around the city of 

Samaria, with the colonists deposited by the successful Assyrian ruler. They believe only in the 

first books of Moses and take it as literaly binding.  Samaritans say that their worship is the true 

religion of the ancient Israelites prior to the Babylonian Exile, preserved by those who remained 

in the Land of Israel.  According to the Samaritans, when the exiled Jews of Babylon returned to 

their native land they brought with them syncretized altered and amended religion with them. 
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The Samaritans retained the worship of Jehovah. From the Old Testament recognized only the 

Pentateuch (Torah), they believed in one God and in the coming of the messiah (Taheba), 

which according to them was to appear after 6 thousand. years after the creation of the world 

and convert all the nations of the Samaritan faith. The inhabitants of Judea treated Samaritans 

as heretics and hybrids, unworthy titers Hebrew. Are rejected and to prevent the common 

worship, Samaritans established in the fourth century BC and built a separate municipality (ca 

350-330 BC) at the top of Gerizim his temple. 

 

They were persecuted (John Hyrcanus I, ruler of Judea, the Samaritans broke and destroyed in 

128 BC the temple), also in the Roman-Byzantine period, especially during the reign of the 

Emperor Justinian I. repeatedly attempted uprisings, leading to disasters and massacres 

(especially the rise in the 529-530, which broke out after the abolition of the autonomy of 

Justinian Samaria). 

   

 

In the example presented here Samaritan mezuzah is carved in stone and placed a plaque at the entrance to the house. The 

text contains a prayer "Shema"  written in the ancient script of the Samaritans. 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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A Samaritan Mezuzah inscribed with the Ten Commandments (written in ancient Hebrew) atop a gate 

 



 

Samaritans Mezuzah (Scroll) With Cohanim Blessings 

The Samaritans make their mezuzot out of large stones and attach them to the lintel of the main 

door of their houses or place them near the doorway. They carve on them the Ten 

Commandments or the "ten categories by which the world was created." Sometimes they use 

abbreviations and initial letters of the ten or single verses in praise of God. Mezuzah stones of 

this sort are found in Israel dating from the early Arab and perhaps even Byzantine era.  

One such stone is found in New Mexico as this site describes: 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.lostisrael.com/lunnas.htm 

The Las Lunnas Mystery Stone 

 

The Stone is located on the side of  Hidden Mountain, near Los Lunas, New Mexico, about 35 

miles south of Albuquerque. The language is Hebrew, and the script is the Old Hebrew 

alphabet, with a few Greek letters mixed in. 

 

George Moorehouse (1985), a professional geologist, indicates that the boulder is of the same 

basalt as the cap of the mesa. He estimates its weight at 80 to 100 tons, and says it has moved 
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about 2/3 of the distance from the mesa top to the valley floor since it broke off. The inscription 

is tilted about 40 degrees clockwise from horizontal, indicating that the stone has settled or even 

moved from its position at the time it was inscribed. (The photograph was taken with a tilted 

camera.) 

 

 Photo Dan Raber, Loudon TN 

 

Photos by Roger Williamson 

http://www.econ.ohio-state.edu/jhm/arch/loslunas.html 

In 1996, Prof. James D. Tabor of the Dept. of Religious Studies, University of North Carolina - 

Charlotte, interviewed Professor Frank Hibben, a local historian and retired archaeologist from 

the University of New Mexico, "who is convinced that the inscription is ancient and thus 
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authentic. He reports that he first saw the text in 1933. At the time it was covered with lichen and 

patination and was hardly visible. He was taken to the site by a guide who had seen it as a boy, 

back in the 1880s." 

 

The inscription uses Greek tau, zeta, delta, and kappa (reversed) in place of their Hebrew 

counterparts taw, zayin, daleth, and caph, indicating a Greek influence, as well as a post-

Alexandrian date, despite the archaic form of aleph used. The letters yodh, qoph, and the flat-

bottomed shin have a distinctively Samaritan form, suggesting that the inscription may be 

Samaritan in origin. 

 

Cyrus Gordon (1995) proposes that the Los Lunas Decalogue is in fact a Samaritan mezuzah. 

The familiar Jewish mezuzah is a tiny scroll placed in a small container mounted by the 

entrance to a house. The ancient Samaritan mezuzah, on the other hand, was commonly a 

large stone slab placed by the gateway to a property or synagogue, and bearing an abridged 

version of the Decalogue. Gordon proposes that the most likely age of the Los Lunas inscription 

is the Byzantine period. 

 

In any event, the "Lost Tribes of Israel" would have used the pre-Exilic "Old Hebrew" alphabet, 

rather than the post-Exilic or "Square Hebrew" alphabet adopted in the time of Ezra by the 

Jews. 

 

The Las Lunnas Decalogue inscription (New Mexico) is an example of early Hebrew script 

resembling Phoenician writing (cir. 1000 B.C.) under Greek influence. The inscription, on the 

face of a large stone, consists of nine lines, reading from right to left. It is a summary of the Ten 

Commandments from Exodus 20: 2-17. 
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The English translation reads: 
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"I am Yahweh your God that brought you out of the lands of Egypt." 
1. You shall not have any other gods besides me. 
2. You shall not make for yourself any graven image. 
3. You shall not take the name of Yahweh in vain. 
4. Remember the day of the Sabbath, to keep it holy. 
 
5. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long on the land which Yahweh 
your God is giving to you. 
6. You shall not murder. 
7. You shall not commit adultery. 
8. You shall not steal. 
9. You shall not testify against your neighbor as a false witness. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor anything of your neighbor 's. 

 

We note the name YAHWEY for God appears three times in the inscription, and in line two both 

YAHWEY and ELOHIM (Gods) appear. A comparison of the archaic Tetragrammaton revealed 

in column 10 of the 100 B.C. Habbakuk Commentary from Qumran Cave I with the Las Lunnas 

inscription vouches for the authenticity and age of the latter. 

The Karaites do not make the mezuzah obligatory. Nevertheless, the mezuzot that they do 

attach are made of a tablet of blank plate in the form of the two tablets of the law but without 

writing on them and they fix them to the doorways of their public buildings and sometimes to 

their dwelling places. 

 

Flavius Josephus 

 

Titus Flavius Josephus,(37-100 AD) born Joseph ben Matityahu, was a first-century Romano-Jewish scholar, 
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historian and hagiographer, who was born in Jerusalem—then part of Roman Judea—to a father of priestly descent 

and a mother who claimed royal ancestry. 

The historian Josephus described the use of the mezuzah as a well-known custom in his day:  

The Jewish historian Josephus (circa 37 CE to 100 CE) in his Antiquities, Book IV, Chap. VIII, 

13 (translated by William Whiston, Kregel Pub. 1960) says: 

"Let every one commemorate before God the benefits which He bestowed upon them at their 

deliverance out of the land of Egypt, and this twice every day, both when the day begins and 

when the hour of sleep comes on, gratitude being in its own nature a just thing, and serving not 

only by way of return for past, but also by way of invitation of future favors. They are also to 

inscribe the principle blessings they have received from God upon their doors and show the 

same remembrance of them upon their arms; as also they are to bear on their forehead and 

their arm whose wonders which declare the power of God, and his goodwill towards them, that 

God’s readiness to bless them may appear everywhere conspicuous about them" 

 

" Whoever has tefillin on his head and arm, tsitsit on his garment, and a mezuzah on his door 

can rest assure that he will not sin,” for he has many reminders, and these are the “angels” who 

will save him from sinning, as it is said, “The angel of the LORD, who encamps with them, 

delivers all who fear God” [Ps. 34:8].”  

 

For Maimonides, the rituals of Judaism serve one purpose only: to teach the worshiper how to 

become mindful of God’s commandments. (Maimonides, MT Hilchot Tefillin u-Mezuzah 6:13)  

 

Karaites 

Throughour the history of Judaism, there were several rationalist groups that opposed the use of 

oral traditions of the religion. They include groups like Righteous, Sadducees, Boethusians, 

Ananites and Karaites, all of whom obeyed the Torah with no additions.  From the 3rd-5th 

centuries the Babylonian Rabbanites had developed a body of religious law known as the 

Babylonian Talmud.  It was during the Talmudic period many of the mitzva traditions were given 

importance and gave new forms and expressions.  It is in the period the mezuzahs as we know 

today found their full expression.  Karaites who opposed oral traditions opposed the use of 

mezuzahs.  
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In the 8th century Anan ben David  reorganized various non-Talmudic groups and lobbied the 

Caliphate to establish a second Exilarchate for those who refused to live according to the 

Talmud and the oral laws. Those Jews who continued to practice the Tanach-based religion of 

their ancestors became known as Bnei Mikra ("Followers of Scripture") which was also 

abbreviated as Karaim ("Scripturalists"), in English "Karaites". This name is derived from the old 

Hebrew word for the Hebrew Bible: Mikra, Kara. The name Karaim, meaning "Scripturalists", 

distinguished these Jews from the camp of the Rabbis who called themselves Rabaniyin 

("Followers of the Rabbis") or Talmudiyin ("Followers of the Talmud"). 

 

Karaite interpreted the passages from Deuteronomy (6:8-9 and 11:18-20), "And thou shall bind 

them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes" and "And 

thou shall write them upon the posts of thy house and on thy gates," as allegorically to mean 

that one must always keep God's commandments in mind. Thus, it was not Karaite custom to 

use phylacteries  or mezuzahs   In Israel, however, Karaites have developed a modified form of 

mezuzah in the shape of the Ten Commandments. 

 

 
 A Karaite Mezuzah, like the Samaritan one, it displays the Decalogue for all to see, however unlike the latter, it is 

affixed to the doorpost (in Rabbanite fashion), rather than to the lintel. 
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Early Biblical Sources 

1. The Passover 

The first occurrence of the word Mezuzah is in Exodus 12:7, 22, 23 where it simply denoted the 

doorpost where the blood of the passover lamb was dabbed on. 

 

Exo 12:7  "Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 

of the houses in which they eat it.  

(Shemot (Exodus) 12:7 They shall take some of its blood and place it upon the two  mezuzoth 

(plural of mezuzah) and on the lintelC) 
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(Exo 12:21-23) Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go and select 

lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of 

hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with 

the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning. 

For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel 

and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the 

destroyer to enter your houses to strike you.  

Interestingly, from the first time mezuzah is used in the Torah, we can see that the word 

means doorpost: 

  

  

"Will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you." 

This portion gives us the concept of some sign connected with the faith of the people who 

convened together inside to eat together are protected by the faith of the people  shown  

consciously and intentionally declared their faith by putting the blood of the lamb on the 

mezuzah.   
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The Mechilta in Parshas Bo (Halakhic Midrash on Exodus.)  says “If the blood that was put on 

one’s doorpost in Egypt had the power to keep the mashchis out of the house, how much more 

so is the power of the mezuzah which has the name of Hashem mentioned in it ten times.”    In 

fact, the letters of the word mezuzos can be rearranged to make the word” zuz moves” which 

means it moves away death. 

 

David ha-Levi Segal (c. 1586 – 1667), also known as the Turei Zahav (abbreviated Taz) after 

the title of his significant halakhic commentary on the Shulchan Aruch, was one of the greatest 

Polish rabbinical authorities. The Taz in Shulchan Aruch (285) says that the mezuzah has the 

unique ability and property to protect us around the clock, even while we are asleep. While it is 

well known that it is extremely rare for Hashem to perform an open miracle since He always 

tries to disguise them in ordinary ways, the Bais Yosef says that the mitzvah of mezuzah 

contains the unique power and ability to even bring about open or visible miracles. 

The Gemarah Minochos says “It is a mitzvah to put it within the tefach which is close to the 

outside. Says Rebbi Chanina from Surah, “so that it protects us.” (The entire house – Rashi.)  

Rabbi Chanina says, “Come and see how G-d’s actions are different from that of man. With 

man, it is the master that sits inside while his servants protect him from the outside, while with 

G-d it is just the opposite. His servants sit inside while Hashem protects them from the outside.” 
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(for more such facts see:  http://www.divineinformation.com/a-mezuzah%E2%80%99s-great-
powers-by-rabbi-eli-teitelbaum/  A Mezuzah’s Great Powers – By Rabbi Eli Teitelbaum) 
 

2. Acknowledgment of Eternal Masterhood of God and Servanthood of Man 

 

The next occurrence is when a servant who decide to stay on with the master as eternal servant 

in Exodus 21:6 

 

(Exo 21:5-6) But if the slave plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not 

go out free,' then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the 

doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave 

forever.  

 

Here again the mezuzah becomes a sign of total submission of the person to the master who 

own the house really. Thus the mezuzah today is interpreted as a confession of faith of the 

people who live there as slaves for life to their master YHVH the creator of the Universe. 

 

The Rambam in Hilchos Mezuzah (perek 6) says that a person must be extremely careful with 

the mitzvah of mezuzah, and that every time one walks in or out he comes into contact with the 

concept of the oneness of G-d’s Holy Name reminding us of how to conduct our lives on a daily 

basis. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

 

IS MEZUZAH MAGIC? 

  

Most people seem to object to such amulets as a pagan sorcery custom carried over.  In fact 

every religion, both pagan and non-pagan and even atheistic religions has symbols both visible 

and audible as an on going foundations of their faith and culture.  These are both declaration of 

their own faith and also confessions to remind them of being the slave to the master whom they 

serve. In that sense, because they are the children of God and they submit and walk humbly 

with the Lord, they are protected. There is nothing intrinsically supernatural or spiritual in these 

symbols.  To assign such powers would be making them idols - an abomination to the Lord. 

  

Another reason for this symbols is to teach the coming generation the faith. Sefer 

HaChinnukh the 13th-century Jewish classic, written in Spain, by an anonymous Rishon (one 

of the early scholars), ascribed to R. Aaron ha-Levi of Barcelona is the book written by a 

father for his young son as rational explanation of the Commandments.  It says: " At the root 

of the mitzva of the mezuzah lies the purpose that it should remind a person about faith in 

HaShem every time he or she enters the home or leaves it."  It is very evident from the 

portion written on the mezuzah. 

 

Deut 11: 19- 21 "You shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit in your house 

and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall write 

them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates,  so that your days and the days of your 

sons may be multiplied on the land which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as long 

as the heavens remain above the earth." 
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Evidently the blessing comes because of the faith and not because you write them on the 

doorposts.  You write them so that faith can be inherited by your sons.  Especially once the 

scroll is rolled and put inside the case, it decays into a memory of what it was saying and has no 

greater power than what a memory can do.  There is no magic in the mezuzah.   

 

All through the ages both extremes of the use of symbols as pagan and should be removed 

existed along side of necessity of symbols as binding forces of faith.  These struggles can be 

seen in all the Abrahamic religions.  There is an ongoing struggle between the legalistic  

iconoclasters and icon builders. One cannot avoid symbols. Visual symbols are more prone to 

become idols, amulets and charms than verbal symbols.  Verbal symbols are apt to become 

abacabadra of magic spells.  
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With the  rise of Kaballah the mystical division of Judaism also brought in along with it another 

aspect with magic.  The Zohar first appeared in Spain in the 13th century, and was published by 

a Jewish writer named Moses de Leon. De Leon ascribed the work to Shimon bar Yochai 

("Rashbi"), a rabbi of the 2nd century during the Roman persecution who, according to Jewish 

legend, hid in a cave for thirteen years studying the Torah and was inspired by the Prophet 

Elijah to write the Zohar. This accords with the traditional claim by adherents that Kabbalah is 

the concealed part of the Oral Torah.  While the traditional majority view in religious Judaism 

has been that the teachings of Kabbalah were revealed by God to Biblical figures such as 

Abraham and Moses and were then transmitted orally from the Biblical era until its redaction by 

Shimon ben Yochai, modern academic analysis of the Zohar, such as that by the 20th century 

religious historian Gershom Scholem, has theorized that De Leon was the actual author. The 

view of non-Orthodox Jewish denominations generally conforms to this latter view, and as such, 

most non-Orthodox Jews have long viewed the Zohar as pseudepigraphy and apocrypha. 

 

Here are a few examples from Zohar.The holy Zohar in Parshas Devorim (265) says,   

 

“Come and see, that a person is required to inscribe the Holy Name upon the doorpost of his 

home. For this is the basic belief. Every place that the Holy Name is found – the bad spirits 

cannot be found, and they are unable to act upon a person. When a person puts a mezuzah on 

his door, and the Holy Name is inscribed within its letters, then the person is crowned with the 

Crown of his Master, and the bad spirits are unable to get close and therefore cannot be found 

there.”  

‘Against all this God desired to protect Israel, and therefore a man should inscribe on the door of 

his house the Holy Name in which all faith is summed up. For wherever the Holy Name is the 
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evil species cannot come and are not able to accuse a man. The place of the door of the 

supernal House is called mezuzah, which is a necessary part of the house, and from it flee the 

emissaries of justice and punishment. Correspondingly when on earth a man affixes a mezuzah 

to his door with his Holy Name inscribed in it, such a one is crowned with the crowns of his 

Master and no “evil species” come near to the door of his house.’ (Soncino Zohar, Devarim, 

Section 3, Page 265b R. Eleazar) 

  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Mezuzah Stories  

Talmud Yerushalmi, Peah 1:1  

The Parthian king, Artiban, once sent a priceless jewel to Rabbi Judah the Prince (135 c.e. - 220 

c.e.), who was the compiler of the Mishna and one of the wealthiestJews. The king made it 

obvious that he expected something of equal value in return. The Rabbi’s return gift to the king 

was a Mezuzah. The king’s reply was: “I sent you something priceless and you sent me 

something that can be bought for a paltry sum!” The Rabbi answered: “You sent me something 

that I must hire a guard to watch and I sent you something that will watch over you!”  

After a while, the king’s daughter fell ill (in the words of the Talmud she was possessed by a 

demon), and all of the doctors could not cure her. Rebbe instructed him to place the mezuzah 

on her door, and she recovered. 

 

http://www.breslev.co.il/html/its_all_in_the_mezuzah.aspx?id=126&language=english 

http://www.campsci.com/mezuzah/mzpart1.htm  

A CHANGED PERSONALITY  

A Mezuzah Anthology  

IT'S ALL IN THE MEZUZAH  

 

The story with this Mezuzah is absolutely fascinating, as it shows the great power it contains.  
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The son of Mr. M.S. was complaining of headaches and sharp pain in the eyes. When he went 

to the doctor for a checkup, he was advised to see an eye specialist at once. After a thorough 

examination by the eye doctor, he was told that his son would need to be operated on 

immediately; otherwise he would lose his sight in one eye. The operation was set for the next 

day.  

   

M.S. called his Rov and asked that they say Tehillim for his son in shul and pray for a refuah 

shleimoh. The Rov told him to have his Mezuzot checked at once. M.S. said that he had already 

had all his Mezuzot checked just recently, and they all turned out to be fine. The Rov told him to 

at least take off the one by his son's bedroom and have it checked again.  

   

That same night, the father took off the Mezuzah and brought it to the sofer. He asked him to 

check it very carefully. Fifteen minutes later, Mr. M.S. got a call from the sofer that 

theMezuzah was posul.  

   

The very next morning, the father bought the very best Mezuzah that money could buy and put it 

up on the door. That very same day, at approximately 2:00 P.M., he brought his son to the 

hospital for a final checkup before having the operation. He was extremely nervous and edgy. 

Imagine his great surprise and exhilaration when the doctor came out of the examination room 

to inform him that he had decided not to operate as yet. He had noticed a small change for the 

better and decided to wait a few more days and see what would happen.  

   

A week passed, and to the great surprise of the doctor, the headaches disappeared and the eye 

healed completely. Even the doctor admitted that it was an open miracle. There was no other 

rational explanation.  

   

Here is a reproduction of the Mezuzah. When you see this mistake it will really boggle your 

mind.  
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When Mr. L.W.'s house was robbed for the second time he decided to have 

his Mezuzot checked. The Mezuza he had affixed to his front door appears below. A quick 

glance at it and you will see at once why it offered no protection.   

 

   

 

When I told this story to Rabbi David Shiinborsky, an expertsofer himself, he was quick to tell 

me that the very same thing happened to him. His story goes as follows: 

 "When I rented my second-floor office on 13th Avenue and 48th St. I had a robbery the very 

first Shabbos, I immediately put in an alarm system, gates on the windows and, of course - 

being a sofer -I also checked the Mezuzot but found nothing wrong. The previous owners told 

me that they had also had a series of robberies at the store. Unfortunately, the next week my 

office was broken into again, and this time the thieves even broke the alarm box. I then realized 

that in my haste to check the Mezuzot I had forgotten to check the very outside door. Sure 

enough, when I now checked that one I found it was posul. I replaced it at once. Boruch 

Hashem, more than a year has passed, and we've had no more break-ins." Here is 

the Mezuzah.  
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HOW THEY GET IN! 

Here's a story that was told by Rabbi Chaim Vital, the famed student of the Ari HaKodosh, and 

which can be found in his Sefer HaGilgulim.  

 

Many a time the Ari HaKodosh would send his prized student, Rabbi Chaim Vital on important 

missions in order to help people who had various problems or were possessed with ruchos and 

mazikim (harmful or destructive spirits). Rabbi Chaim Vital would, of course, use the secret 

methods ofkabbala handed down to him by his revered master in order to expel these 

destructive forces from the person's home. When Rabbi Chaim would ask the mazikim how they 

were able to gain entry into the house, they would point to the door with the posul Mezuzah. "It 

is through this door that we were able to get in here."  

 

This story should serve as a scary and frightening lesson as to what can chas v'sholom happen 

if the mezuzos are not in good condition. After all, it comes to us straight from the source - the 

mazikim themselves!  

 

THE CHILD WHO COULDN'T TALK  

Little Yossi was a sweet and cute-looking infant. Yet, when more than two years had passed 

and the child still hadn't learned how to talk, the parents decided to take him to their pediatrician. 

After a thorough checkup, the doctor could not find anything wrong and assured the parents that 

the child would soon begin to speak. As more than another year passed, and still there was no 

progress, they became very concerned and decided to consult a specialist. After a complete 

checkup and many tests, the specialist was also unable to find the cause of the problem. Six 

more months passed, yet the child didn't utter a single word. All day his mother would hold him 

in her arms, smile at him, and make all sorts of sounds, in the hope that he would thereby 
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imitate her. Yet not a sound came out of his mouth. The parents were panicking and becoming 

more desperate from day to day.  

 

One night, the father went to his Rebbe and poured out his heart. It was filled with fear and 

worry. The Rebbe advised him to have his Mezuzot checked at once. The very next day he took 

off all his Mezuzot and brought them to an expert sofer. This is the Mezuzah that was on his 

little Yossi's door.   

 

  

 

Yossi's father immediately ran to buy a good Mezuzah and put it on the door. Imagine his great 

joy, when two days later his son began to talk. Just a coincidence, you say?   

  

Young Moishe would wake up every night and run into his parent's room. He kept having 

nightmares and was afraid to go to sleep. This continued for more than three years. In 

desperation, the parents took Moishe to a psychologist, but it didn't do any good. In fact, the 

nightmares were getting worse, and it was affecting the child's health. He wasn't able to 

concentrate on his studies and began showing signs of great nervousness. The parents even 

brought him to a psychiatrist who gave him some medication that proved useless.  

 

A friend of theirs suggested that they have their Mezuzot checked out. "But we already have." 

said the father, "and they're all okay." It was months later that the father decided to have them 

checked again. They were shocked by what they found.  A new Mezuzah was put on, and 

Moishe hasn't had a single nightmare since. This story left the parents in total shock, and to this 

very day they are grateful to the sofer for having found the mistake.   

  

The following true story comes from Rabbi Yitzchok Scherman, a Rebbi at Yeshiva Torah 

Temimah. Here's how he tells it:  "A child in my first grade class was experiencing numerous 

 THE MYSTERIES OF THE MEZUZAH

 119



recurrences of strep throat and had been placed on medication each time. I questioned the 

father as to the strange frequency of this returning illness. His answer was simply that the doctor 

said some young children are just very susceptible. 

  

  "After several months of this by now routinely recurring illness, the father came and informed 

me that his daughter had just been diagnosed as having Kawasaki disease - a strange rare 

illness. Never having heard of a disease named Kawasaki, I was bewildered and questioned 

him some more. He told me that the pediatrician Dr. Shulman, a well-known diagnostician in the 

neighborhood, also claimed this to be only her second time diagnosing a patient with this rare 

disease. "The father, quite perplexed, mentioned the story to the Debreciner Rov", a prominent 

rov and world-renowned posek in Boro Park. He suggested that the Mezuzot be checked. The 

father did not immediately heed his recommendation as he had checked all the Mezuzot in his 

home just several months earlier. He then mentioned the incident to the rov of his own shul, who 

also suggested that he have his Mezuzot checked. Now that two rabbonim had made the same 

suggestion, he decided, indeed, to check his Mezuzot.  

 

"'Much to his bewilderment, the Mezuzah in his living room, which was adjacent to a hanging 

wall photo of both his son and daughter, was inadvertently placed on the wall UPSIDE DOWN'. 

Surprised at this finding, he returned it to its correct position." Just one day later, the routine 

blood test was taken again, only to be diagnosed as having completely expelled the disease 

from the body. The child was healed."  

 

A FRACTURED HAND 

 

Yanki had broken his hand twice, less than six months after his Bar Mitzvah. Once he fell off his 

bike, and the second time he slipped down a flight of stairs. He had his Mezuzotchecked and all 

was okay. After breaking his left hand the second time, his father decided to check the Tefillin. 

Thesofer checked the Tefilin but found nothing wrong. Just to be positively sure, he sent 

the Tefillin to the Vaad Mishmeres STaM for a computer check. Sure enough there was an 

incorrect letter in the text which the sofer had failed to pick up.  
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THEY WATCH YOUR HEALTH  

 

 These pair of Tefillin (see below) were worn by Mr. M.B. of Boro Park for twenty-four years. He 

had them checked a few times, but no one found the error. In fact, he had given them into 

5 seforim stores, just four weeks back, and he had been assured that all was fine, although 

the parshiyos were not somehudor. Mr. M.B. was having great difficulty with his breathing and 

had to be hospitalized. He had gone to many doctors, but no one could pinpoint his trouble. 

Things were getting very bad and his health continued to deteriorate. Meanwhile, he had 

ordered a new set of beautiful parshiyosfrom Israel. When they arrived, he went to Rabbi 

Shimborsky to have him put the parshiyos into his old Tefillin. After Rabbi Shimborsky replaced 

the parshiyos he decided to check over the old ones to see if he could still use them. Imagine 

his surprise when he saw that they were, after all, posul. He immediately called Mr. M.B. and 

told him to put on his Tefillinthat very day, because his old ones were in fact posul to begin with. 

Ever since Mr. M.B. has been wearing the new pair he has been feeling much better.  

 

   

 

  EVERY LETTER COUNTS 

 

 T.L. had suffered two mild heart attacks and had given his Mezuzot a thorough check after 

each attack yet they all seemed to be fine. No sofer seemed to find any problem. When he 

heard about the new Vaad computer check he brought the Mezuzah in right away to be checked 

again. He nearly had his third heart attack when he saw what the computer had found! It was 

utterly amazing.  
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THE RETURN OF THEIR DEAR SON 

 

The following story was told in the recently published book Confessions of a Jewish Cult 

Buster.  

   

Several years ago young Ronnie H. was wooed away from his ancestral heritage by a 

notoriously evil-spirited cult. Naturally, Ronnie's parents sought every possible means to rescue 

their son. Thanks to the daring and dedication of a young Rabbi, Ronnie was eventually 

rescued.  

 

During Ronnie's subsequent period of detoxification," his parents traveled to Israel, where they 

sought the advice of a Kabbalist, Rabbi Elazar Abuchatzeira. The revered Rabbi told them that, 

upon returning home, they should check their front door Mezuzoh. The Mezuzah proved to be 

defective in the first line of the Sh'ma, which reads, "Sh'ma Yisroel...Hashem Echad (One)". The 

top right part of the daled had been broken off and appeared as the letter resh. Thus the 

word Echad (One) read ocher meaning "other", i.e., another god. Not long after replacing the 

invalid Mezuzah, Ronnie became his old self again. He returned to his heritage and yeshiva 

studies, and today lives a religious Jewish life.  

 

TIME OUT 

  

 As I sat, writing down these stories, my phone rang. A good friend of mine called with some sad 

news. His mother, who is currently visiting Israel, suddenly had a stroke and was in the hospital. 
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He needed a sofer to check out her Mezuzot at once. His parents live in New Jersey. I gave him 

the number of a sofer who makes house calls. The next evening the sofercalled me to relate 

that he had just returned from New Jersey and had not found a single kosher Mezuzah on any 

of the doors. Some had deteriorated beyond repair, while others were never kosher to begin 

with.This, by the way, is extremely common with Mezuzot which are written on specially coated 

parchment. The sofer coats them in order to make his writing much easier. Yet 

these Mezuzot have a very short life span.  

 

Unfortunately, many people have these Mezuzot on their doors. What a cruel hoax on the 

consumer!  

 

I do hope that in the merit of the beautiful new Mezuzot he has put on the doors, his mother will 

have a refuah shleimah.  (Taken from: http://www.campsci.com/mezuzah/mzpart1.htm) 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.jewishchronicle.org/article.php?article_id=2143 

 

 

More than just a pretty case 

By Elana Kahn-Oren 

March 21st, 2003 

Local stories relate mezuzah miracles of The Chronicle staff 

After three years of trying to conceive a second child, Miriam Moses-Winston and her husband, 

Jay Winston, had given up, resigned to accept that their daughter, Alaina, was meant to be an 

only child. And then, nine months later, came the mezuzot. 
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On the suggestion of the attorney hired for their house closing, the couple invited Rabbi Moshe 

Rapoport, program director of Congregation Agudas Achim Chabad in Mequon,to come to the 

house and check their mezuzot. 

“The rabbi told us stories about these miracles that happen in people’s lives. I wasn’t even 

thinking about having a baby. I had every contractor in my house. I thought, ‘Why not a rabbi?’” 

said Moses-Winston, a member of Congregation Shalom. 

She discovered that some of their mezuzot had never been kosher and three were no longer 

kosher. (For a mezuzah to be kosher, each letter must be formed correctly and it must be 

handwritten on parchment.) The couple immediately installed new kosher mezuzot. 

One month later, Moses-Winston discovered she was pregnant.   ................ 

Rabbi Yoseph Samuels, of Chabad of Downtown, explained the mitzvah’s importance: “The 

connection between God and the Jewish people is through mitzvahs, and mitzvahs are conduits 

through which God gives us blessing and life and all the wonderful things he gives us. 

“The mitzvah of mezuzah is a conduit for the blessing for one’s house and a person’s well-

being, his health. So, if your tefillin and mezuzot are in good order, that means your channels by 

which God provides life and blessings are open. They’re proper, they’re fixed, they’re good,” he 

said. 

Samuels recalls affixing mezuzot about 20 years ago in every doorway of accountant Larry 

Appel’s third-floor office, located in a downtown building. 

“There was a January thaw and there was a hole in the roof, and everybody’s office in that 

building became flooded with water. [There was] thousands of dollars of damage. The only 

office that didn’t have one drop of water [was Larry’s]. 

“When the inspectors came, they asked, ‘What did you put on the door that kept the water out?’” 

explained Samuels with a laugh. 
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Appel remembers, “All my non-Jewish neighbors came in and said, ‘Come on, what’s going on?’ 

In my heart I think [mezuzot provided protection.” 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://www.soferoftzfat.com/The%20greatness%20of%20Mezuzah.htm 

"There's a story told by Rav Yosef Karo (author of the Shulchan Aruch) about a city that had a 

great sofer (scribe) who was very pure and holy. Once there was a fire in the city, and every 

house that had a MEZUZAH written by this sofer (scribe) remained untouched by the fire. 

The stories about miracles and wonders that happened through the MEZUZAH are endless. 

This divine protection is granted only if the MEZUZAH is written properly. Otherwise, not only 

does it not do any good, but it may, God forbid, bring danger and damage to the one who uses 

it." 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

http://jewishoutlook.com/mezuzah-reader/ 

"We heard many inexplicable healing stories from friends demonstrating the power that lies in 

correcting the defects that can appear on these small mezuzah parchments. Health was 

restored. Difficulties in relationships were resolved. Peace in the home was re-established. 

Victor Kurtzman, a friend of ours, a Chabad Rabbi in Los Angeles suffered a severe injury on 

one eye. The surgeons gave up on saving his eye. When urgently contacted, the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe’s response over the telephone from New York was clear cut: “Check your mezuzot and 

teffilin.” Our friend immediately brought his mezuzot and teffilin to the scribe. Indeed a defect 
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was found on the word “Eineicha,” meaning “your eyes,” which was immediately corrected. Our 

friend’s eye recovered, without any surgery. 

A few years later, he had severe persistent pains in his arm from a pinched sciatic nerve and the 

doctors felt this could only be helped through surgery. Our friend of course sent his mezuzot to 

the scribe to be checked. He didn’t realize that for some reason, the scribe had delayed taking 

care of it. The day before the operation, our friend called the scribe. 

“Have you checked my mezuzot? “I am sorry, not yet.” 

“Please do it NOW!” 

On that day, our friend felt much better. One of his mezuzot had been finally corrected on the 

defect the scribe found on the word “yadecha,” meaning “your arm”. Two letters had been 

“pinched” together. 

On the next day, the pain was gone and the doctors decided that the operation was no longer 

necessary. 

So the Hebrew words inscribed in the mezuzah hold a mysterious power over our lives and well 

being, as we tune in to them. It is a very good idea to have your mezuzot checked by a scribe. 

And whether you have mezuzot or not on your doors, it is highly recommended to stay 

connected in your heart and soul with the essential words and instructions they hold, to love 

God with all our heart, with all your soul and inner most being."  

(Rabbi Moshe Ben Tov: www.dorvador.org.il) 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

These are real stories and you can find them all over the internet. 

But is there a scientific correlation between the posul mezuzah and the sickness? 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

http://atheodoxjew.blogspot.com/2013/04/have-you-checked-your-mezuzahs.html 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 

"Have You Checked Your Mezuzahs?"  

 

I've made a couple of trips to "Terem" (local emergency medical 

clinic) recently with two of my children, including last night. 

(Everyone's ok - just kids having normal kid-type accidents, 

though it doesn't make it any less traumatic when it happens!) So 

after a fairly long evening I get home, and a neighbor, knowing 

about the previous accident, asks me with grave concern: "Have you checked your mezuzahs?" 

 

I'll tell you why the question irks me. First off, here I am coming back home from what was 

obviously a stressful ordeal, and now somehow I'm to blame for it, because I haven't checked all 

my mezuzahs recently? I know he wasn't "blaming" me - but the implication is that I'm supposed 

to be the one taking care of my household, yet I'm not ensuring that we have basic "spiritual 

protection". But the other thing I'm left shaking my head at is the belief (which is as far as I can 

see has become "standard" creed) that mezuzahs basically work like amulets, a form of "Torah-

sanctioned" magic, whereby if the letters are written correctly, they have the capacity to protect 

the house and ensure that no harm comes to the family. But God help you if there's one letter 

that's missing, faded, smudged, etc., because now "mazikin" (demons, spiritual entities) will 

enter the house and unleash all manner of hellish havoc - from broken toasters and leaky pipes, 

to accidents, sickness, problems with "shalom bayit", you name it. Even if a person is God-

fearing, davens sincerely three times a day, is meticulous in mitzvah observance, that's not 

enough - because if so much as one letter of your mezuzah is ill-formed, all bets are off! 

 

This is just one of the little interactions with my religious brethren which leaves me with the 

sense of "What are people thinking?!" Forgetting about whether it might be a form of darchei 

emori (lit. "ways of the Amorites", buying into non-Jewish magic and superstition), what about 

basic common sense? You know, like the kind that says that "accidents happen" is a more likely 
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(not to mention healthy) explanation than saying little Shloimi or Rivka fell off their scooter 

because a demon placed stones in their path or went inside their heads and caused them to 

make too sharp a turn, all due to the fact that here's a scroll on the doorpost of their house that 

wasn't offering enough spiritual protection. Seriously? It just goes to show that intelligence is no 

inoculation from believing in utter nonsense and superstition." 

 
Taken from an article on the breslev.co.il website 

From the Atheist Orthodox Jew website. 

 

 

  "What of those who regard the mezuzoh as a charm to protect homes? What is more many 

people have had experiences with mind readers, palm readers, or psychics that are remarkably 

correct about both the past and the future. The Torah does not say these things are all 

nonsense, just that we should avoid them—and if the Bible can record Samuel’s body returning 

does this not prove that there is something in it? 

 

Just because people who present themselves as religious do things, this does not make them 

right. The mezuzoh is not a charm. It simply reminds us of the principles and the 

commandments to which each home should be dedicated. The word on the exterior is the name 

of God. It is God who protects us, not the mezuzoh. Yes, we have all heard of “wonders” that 
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happen when we check a mezuzoh and find a letter missing, but like all “miracles” there are 

other ways of interpreting what actually happened. Furthermore, we hear about the 

coincidences and the wonders but not about the cases where nothing happens at all. People are 

very gullible. That is precisely why so much of the Torahh is devoted to attacking these sorts of 

practices." 

 

 

“Now, what's the difference between an invisible, incorporeal, floating dragon who spits heatless 

fire and no dragon at all? If there's no way to disprove my contention, no conceivable 

experiment that would count against it, what does it mean to say that my dragon exists? Your 

inability to invalidate my hypothesis is not at all the same thing as proving it true. Claims that 

cannot be tested, assertions immune to disproof are veridically worthless, whatever value they 

may have in inspiring us or in exciting our sense of wonder. What I'm asking you to do comes 

down to believing, in the absence of evidence, on my say-so.”  

 

“I worry that, especially as the Millennium edges near, pseudoscience and superstition will seem 

year by year more tempting, the siren song of unreason more sonorous and attractive. Where 

have we heard it before? Whenever our ethnic or national prejudices are aroused, in times of 

scarcity, during challenges to national self-esteem or nerve, when we agonize about our 

diminished cosmic place and purpose, or when fanaticism is bubbling up around us – then, 

habits of thought familiar from ages past reach for the controls. The candle flame gutters. Its 

little pool of light trembles. Darkness gathers. The demons begin to stir.”  

― Carl Sagan, The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a Candle in the Dark  
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Rationalism of Middle Ages 

(http://rabbimichaelsamuel.com/2010/02/con-versing-with-jewish-mysticism-maimonides-

approach-to-the-mezuzah/) gives the following quotes of rationalists within Judaism: 

Maimonides on the purpose of Mezuzah 

 

Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, (1135 - 1204 )Talmudist, Halachist, physician, philosopher and communal leader, 
known in the Jewish world by the acronym "Rambam" and to the world at large as "Maimonides," is one of the 
most important figures in the history of Torah scholarship; on his gravestone were inscribed the words, "From 

Moses to Moses, none arose as Moses." 

 

According to Maimon. there is nothing intrinsically or essentially holy about a Torah scroll, or a 

mezuzah, or a pair of tefillin. The holiness of these objects derives solely from their consecration 

and use for the sacred purpose of regularly reminding Jews of their covenant with God. In other 

words, their sanctity is a byproduct of their function as educational instruments. The purpose of 

mezuzah has nothing to do with protection, but rather, serves as a didactic device to teach 

essentials of faith as a part of our daily lives. 

 

“Anyone who whispers an incantation over a wound and reads a verse from the Torah, or one 

who recites a biblical verse over a child so he won’t be frightened, or one who places a Torah 

scroll or tefillin over an infant to enable him to sleep, are not only included in the category of 

sorcerers and charmers, but are included among those who repudiate the Torah. They use the 

words of the Torah as a physical cure, whereas they are exclusively a cure for the soul, as it is 

written, ‘they will be life to your soul.’ On the other hand, one who is enjoying good health is 

permitted to recite biblical verses, or a psalm, that he may be shielded and saved from affliction 

and damage by virtue of the reading.” (MT Hilchot Avoda Zara 11:12.  MT Hilchot Tefillin 5:4; 

Guide 1:61) 
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“Do not let occur to your mind the vain imaginings of the writers of amulets or names you may 

hear from them or what you may find in their stupid books, names they have invented andW 

they think work miracles. All these are stories that it is not seemly for a perfect man to listen to, 

much less to believe.” [Guide, Maimonides] 

 

In the Laws of Mezuzah, the Rambam writes, “A person should pay heed to the precept of the 

mezuzah; for it is an obligation perpetually binding upon all. Whenever one enters or leaves a 

home with the mezuzah on the doorpost, he will be confronted with the declaration of HaShem’s 

unity, blessed by His holy name; and will remember the love due to HaShem, and will be 

aroused from his slumbers and his foolish absorption in temporal vanities. He will realize that 

nothing endures to all eternity save knowledge of the Ruler of the universe. This thought will 

immediately restore him to his right senses and he will walk in the paths of righteousness.” 

(Mishne Torah, Hilchot Mezuzah 6:13) 

 

 

Rabbi Meir Simcha HaKohen of Dvinsk (1843-1926 AD) 
Reb Meir Simcha was one of the most unique of the Torah giants of this century. He is renowned for two works: 
Ohr Samayach, a brilliant commentary on the Rambam’s Mishne Torah and Meshech Chochmah, a profound 

commentary on Chumash. 
 

“Torah and faith are the main aspects of the Jewish faith and all its sanctities, e.g., Eretz Yisrael 

(“the Land of Israel”), Jerusalem—are  only a means to an end, not ends in and of themselves. 

Do not think that the sanctuary and the Temple are holy objects in their own right. Far be it! God 

dwells among His people and if they were like Adam who violated the covenant, all their sanctity 

is removed and they become as profane objects. . . . Moreover, even the Tablets which were 

written by God Himself, are not holy per se, but are so only because of you–if you observe 

them. When the Israelites acted disgracefully under the bridal canopy by consorting with the 

Golden Calf,  the Tablets became as mere pottery. By themselves, they have no sanctity. The 
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Tablets become holy only if it inspires a religious life suffused with ethical behavior.  There is 

nothing in this world that is holy except for God. Nothing in Creation is holy in itself; through 

Torah, Creation becomes sanctified and made holy. I wish these words would be written on the 

walls of every synagogue!” [Meshech Chochma, Parshat Ki Tissa .] 

 

Ex 20:3-4  "You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in 

the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below." 

 

Let us put Mezuzah back in its right place. 

Place them over your door post that you may remember the Lord Our God who brought 

you out of slavery and have given this good land as a possession. 

Use it as a tool to teach your children the great things that God Our God did. 
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