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PREFACE
As Delhi burned under the severe riot against the discrimination based on religion, President of
United State Donald Trump was having a Bomance with India in the “Namaste Trump” presented
by Prime Minister of India.
Modi has tried to shield off poverty and slum by trying to hide the slums by building walls along the
route Trump might travel. And the Delhi riots broke out a day before Trumps arrival. The root of
the riot is the CAA, NRC and NPR which discriminate Muslim community from other religious
groups. There was an immediate protestation and demonstration starting with the student
communities in various states and also many states. The demonstrations were more naturally in
Delhi. Apparently the BJP had brought in their parivar from some other state and made
themselves ready for to start of a massacre. The Police force were also supporting the killlings and
stone throwing.
On the brighter side of it, many of the Hindu communities stood up for their neighbors.
I have been trying make sense of it all and was collecting the news as they emerged from various
sources. This is simply a collection of cut and paste of those.
This is done so that the coming generations will not forget what happened to India under BJP.
History will stand testimony.
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I
HINDUTVA MOVEMENT

https://www.quora.com/Is-Hindutva-largely-misunderstood
https://stratagem.pk/setting-the-record-straight/saffron-terror-the-rising-tide-of-militant-hindutva/

“Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru hardly cared about Hindus to appease the minorities. Hence few
people like Veer Savarkar had to take a pro-Hindutva stance. As a result, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh was formed in 1925 by KB Hegdewar. Groups like Hindu Mahasabha, Vishva
Hindu Parishad were later formed which further gave the pseudo-liberals and Congress to brand us
as Hindu terrorists and termed the RSS as analogous to ISIS.” Sathvik Boorgu, Quora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindutva
https://zeenews.india.com/tags/vinayak-damodar-savarkar.html

“O Hindus, consolidate and strengthen Hindu nationality; not to give wanton offence to any
of our non-Hindu compatriots, in fact to any one in the world but in just and urgent defence of
our race and land; to render it impossible for others to betray her or to subject her to
unprovoked attack by any of those "Pan-isms" that are struggling forth from continent to
continent.”
— Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, ouoted by Christophe Jaffrelot

What is Hindutva?
Hindutva is a philosophical idea based on the following tenets:


The ethnic population of the Indian subcontinent (which includes countries other than India)
are Hindus.









India is the motherland (matribhumi) and holy land (punyabhumi).
A need to recover Indian cultural heritage that has been damaged by several invaders.
Opposition of British colonialism and other foreign invasions, both direct and cultural.
Opposition of communism and ultra left-wing appeasement politics that is done for
weakening of Hindu heritage.
Cow-killing in India should be banned as stated in the Directive Principles of State Policy in
the Indian Constitution.
All Indian students should learn Sanskrit in order to access the rich wealth of material
available as well as connecting with their cultural roots.
Development of ancient Vedic scientific knowledge (Engineering, Medicine etc).

Hindutva is the central idea of the organizations which advocate Hindu nationalism.

Comments by scholars
According to Christophe Jaffrelot, a political scientist specializing in South Asia, the Hindutva
ideology has roots in an era where the fiction in ancient Indian mythology and the Vedics was
thought to be valid. This fiction was used to "give sustenance to Hindu ethnic consciousness".Its
strategy emulated the Muslim identity politics of the Khilafat movement after World War I, and
borrowed political concepts from the West – mainly Germany.
(Jaffrelot, Christophe 2009. Hindu Nationalism: a reader. Princeton University Press.)
According to Anthony Parel, a historian and political scientist, V. D. Savarkar's Hindutva, Who is a
Hindu? (1923) is a fundamental text of Hindutva ideology.
It says the India of the past was "the creation of a racially superior people, the Aryans. They came
to be known to the outside world as Hindus, the people beyond the Indus River... All Hindus claim
to have in their veins the blood of the mighty race incorporated with and descended from the Vedic
fathers. They created a culture — an ensemble of mythologies, legends, epic stories, philosophy,
art and architecture, laws and rites, feasts and festivals..." Savarkar's text presents the "Hindu
culture as a self-sufficient culture, not needing any input from other cultures", which is "an
unhistorical, narcissistic and false account of India's past", states Parel. (Anthony J. Parel (2006).
Gandhi's Philosophy and the Quest for Harmony. Cambridge University Press.)
Hindutva, or “Hinduness”, a term coined by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, in 1923, is the main driving
force behind Saffron terror in India and Nepal. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, Hindutva
is an ideology seeking to establish the hegemony of Hindus and the Hindu way of life, and
according to the Encyclopedia Britannica, “Hindutva (or Hinduness) is an ideology that seeks to
define Indian culture in terms of Hindu values”. Hindutva revolves around the following principles:










The entire Indo-Pak subcontinent, (which includes countries ranging from Afghanistan to
Indonesia), is the homeland of the Hindus.
“Hindus” are those who believe India is their fatherland (pitribhumi) and holyland
(punyabhumi)
Emphasizing historical “oppression” of Hindus by other groups like the Muslims and the
Christians and aiming to “reverse” the influence resulting from these intrusions.
Opposing British colonialism (though RSS actively collaborated with the British against other
liberation movements and remained aloof from the freedom struggle)
Opposing communism because it caused weakness of unity among Hindus.
A call to form a “Hindu nation” (Hindu rashtra)
Cow slaughter in India should be banned.
Sanskrit should be taught compulsorily to all students
Most modern scientific discoveries were known and described in the Vedas

Hindutva is advocated to have been established in Nagpur, Maharashtra through the formation of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh or RSS (National Volunteer Organization or National Patriotic

Organization). Hindutva is considered by many scholars, including Dr Ram Punyani, as a reaction
of High caste Hindus against the lower caste Dalit awakening. Therefore, even now the ideology is
famous among high caste Hindus, although now it has also started spreading in Indian urban
centers.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/05/india-bjp-190523053850803.html

Origins of the BJP
Akhil Bharatiya Jana Sangh
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The Hindu nationalist BJP (Indian People's Party) was founded in 1980, but it actually emerged
from its precursor - the Bharatiya Jan Sangh (BJS). The BJS was founded in 1951 by Syama
Prasad Mukherjee, a member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) - a Hindu supremacist
organisation that wants India to be defined as a Hindu nation.

Modi, like many leaders of his party, is a lifelong member of the RSS, which was formed in 1925,
and is inspired by European ethnonationalism and fascism.
BJS leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee formed the Janata Party to oppose the emergency imposed in
1975 by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi of the Congress.In 1977 general elections, the Janata
Party swept the polls and its leader Morarji Desai became the prime minister. The Janata Party
government, however, collapsed two years later due to political bickering.

Vajpayee, along with another BJS leader Lal Krishna Advani, founded the BJP in 1980.

https://twitter.com/newsflicks/status/750573737376944128/photo/1

https://www.ibtimes.co.in/photos/key-details-about-bharatiya-janata-party-6305-slide-40675
https://www.socialnews.xyz/2020/01/20/infographics-bjp-party-presidents-over-the-years-gallery/

BJP's ideology
The BJP advocates the ideology of Hindutva (or Hinduness), which insists that multireligious and
multiethnic India is fundamentally a "Hindu Rashtra" (Hindu Nation). Hindutva seeks to define
Indian culture in terms of Hindu values.
The party came to national prominence in the late 1980s after it led a nationwide movement to build
a temple in place of a mosque in Ayodhya town built during the reign of Mughal emperor Babar.
In this election, the BJP ran a divisive campaign, with its leaders accused of indulging in
anti-Muslim rhetoric to polarise votes.

Political appeal
In the 1996 general elections, the BJP emerged as the single largest party in the Lok Sabha (the
lower house of parliament), forming its first coalition government led by Vajpayee. But the coalition
government lasted only for 13 days as it could not prove the majority in the House.
The BJP and its allies came back to power again after 1998 elections, with Vajpayee becoming
prime minister for the second time. However, after 13 months in office, the Vajpayee government
collapsed yet again after its main ally pulled out of the government.
In 1999, the BJP formed the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), a coalition of over 20 parties,
which went on to win the elections. Vajpayee came to power for the third time as part of the NDA
coalition.
But in 2004 elections, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) led by the Congress party came to
power. The UPA returned to power in 2009 elections on the back of impressive economic growth.
+++++++++++++++>>

<<===================

Savarkar was elected president of the Hindu Mahasabha in 1937.
During World War 2, he gave the slogan
‘Hinduize all politics and militarise Hindudom’.
Jesus Christ was a Tamil Hindu, worshipped Lord
Shiva: RSS co-founder's book
This book `Christ Parichay` is written
by Ganesh Damodar (Babarao) Savarkar, one of the
founders of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.

<
<<====================================================
Modi led the BJP to a landslide victory in 2014 on an anti-corruption plank. Before taking over as
the prime minister, he was the chief minister of Gujarat state for 13 years.
The right-wing party won 282 seats gaining absolute majority - the first party to do so in three
decades.
In the past five years, India recorded a "disturbing" number of hate crimes, including assault, rape
and lynchings.
Earlier this year, Michelle Bachelet, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
warned against "divisive politics".
"We are receiving reports that indicate increasing harassment and targeting of minorities - in
particular, Muslims and people from historically disadvantaged and marginalised groups, such as
Dalits and Adivasis," Bachelet said in her annual report to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva
in March.
SOURCE: Al Jazeera News

“New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses during inauguration of the new BJP headquarters at
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg, in New Delhi on Sunday. PTI Photo by Manvender
Vashist(PTI2_18_2018_000151B) Image Credit: PTI

“Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s views of the historical events at the time of partition are as
problematic as his understanding of what happened in the subsequent periods. Inaugurating the
new, plush, 170,000 sq feet, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) office in New Delhi, he said that the
party in its earlier avatar as the Jana Sangh was at the forefront of all the leading mass movements
in the country.
“However, this assessment is unlikely to be shared by those who are not followers of the BJP. In
their opinion, far from being a leading player during popular agitations in the 1950s and 1960s, the
Jana Sangh was very much on the margins of the political scene if only because it carried the stain
of responsibility for Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination and was shunned by the Muslims. The liberal
Hindus, too, looked upon the Jana Sangh as a backward-looking party of the “cow belt”,
representing all that was primitive in the Indian mind.”
https://gulfnews.com/opinion/op-eds/jana-sangh-to-bjp-battling-indias-pluralism-1.2178555

II
SAFFRON TERROR

Saffron Terror is an analogy used to describe acts of terrorism motivated by Hindu nationalism or
Hindutva. Praveen Swami coined the term, in 2002, in a Frontline magazine article.
The Indian government used the term the first time when former Home Minister of India P.
Chidambaram urged Indians to beware of “Saffron terror” in August 2010 at a meeting of state
police chiefs in New Delhi. .
Acts of Saffron terrorism as well as famous examples includes these showing the real nature and
character of the party as it evolved through history.
Saffron terror is a neologism used to describe acts of violence motivated by Hindu nationalism,
usually perpetrated by members, or alleged members, of Hindu nationalist organisations like
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) or Abhinav Bharat. The term comes from the symbolic use
of the saffron colour by many Hindu nationalist organisations The first known use of the term
"Saffron Terror" is from a 2002 article in Frontline. However, it was in the aftermath of the 29
September 2008 bomb blast in the predominantly Muslim town of Malegaon in Maharashtra that it
came to be used widely. In late 2008, Indian police arrested members of a Hindu cell allegedly
involved in the Malegaon blasts. Former Home Minister of India P. Chidambaram urged Indians to
beware of "Saffron terror" in August 2010 at a meeting of state police chiefs in New Delhi.

Between 2006 and 2008, Hindu terrorists are suspected to have carried out five separate terrorist
attacks in various parts of India that all together claimed the lives of 119 people -





Samjhauta Express (February 2007),
Mecca Masjid (May 2007),
Ajmer Dargah (October 2007) and
First attack in Malegaon (September 2006)
Second attack in Malegaon (September 2008).

Swami Aseemanand, accused of abetting these attacks, has claimed that the strikes had the
blessings of the RSS, including of Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS chief.

A
ASSASINATION OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Nathuram Vinayak Godse

Born

Ramachandra Vinayak Godse 19 May 1910
Baramati, Pune district, Bombay Presidency, British
Raj (now in Maharashtra, India)

Died

15 November 1949 (aged 39)

Cause of death

Execution by hanging

Organization

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
Hindu Mahasabha

Criminal charge

Murder (Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi)

“I took courage in both my hands and I did fire the shots at Gandhiji on 30th
January 1948 on the prayer grounds of Birla House. I do say that my shots
were fired at the person whose policy and action had brought rack and ruin and
destruction to millions of Hindus.”
According to the Times of India, the State president of the Hindu Mahasabha,
Vijay Kumar Mishra, said: ”
Nathuram Godse was a part of Hindu Mahasabha and we are all
followers of his ideologies. BJP and RSS have avoided discussing
him as they fear the political repercussions of openly backing
Godse. However, 60 percent of the youth today believe in Godse’s
ideologies, not Gandhi’s. We observed his death anniversary…to
spread awareness about his ideologies.”

Pooja Shakun Pandey (born May 10, 1980) is an Indian Hindu Mahasabha Member from
Saharanpur, India. She influences the BJP party.
Furthermore, she is the judge of the Hindu Court.
In fact, Pooja follows the Hinduism religion.
She is the opponent of Mahatma Gandhi.
Yesterday, she fired a bullet on his statue.
MEERUT:

The first ever bust of Nathuram Godse – Mahatma Gandhi’s assassin– was installed
and unveiled by the members of Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha at their Sharda
road office in Meerut on the occasion of Gandhi’s birthday on Sunday. The statue,
which had drawn controversy in December 2014, was finally erected as the members
of the Hindu outfit also observed Gandhi’s birthday as

‘Dhikkar Divas’.

Performing aarti in front of a portrait of Nathuram Godse, the man who killed Gandhi.

On what they call balidaan diwas (martyr’s day), a 32-inch gold-metallic bust of Godse was
installed in the room. It stood there for six days, during which time prayer ceremonies were held.

https://thelogicalindian.com/news/nathuram-godse-hindu-mahasabha-19617
In the first week of February, the city of Meerut witnessed a 'havan' (ritualistic prayers around the
fire) which invoked the spirit of Hanuman to cleanse the Indian soil of Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi's. On a day when the nation was paying homage to Mahatma Gandhi, Hindu Mahasabha
had organised a 'havan' (ritualistic prayers around the fire) in Uttar Pradesh's Meerut on January 30,
to cleanse the Indian soil of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi's memory. Mahatma Gandhi was shot
dead on January 30, 1948, by Nathuram Godse. Since then, every year, January 30 is observed as
Martyr's day by Hindu far-right groups. In Meerut, some 'devotees' from the Hindu Mahasabha
gathered under a banyan tree to recite Sanskrit mantras and call upon the spirit of Lord Hanuman.
"Hey, son of the wind," Ashok Sharma, the leader of the Meerut chapter of the Hindu Mahasabha
called toward the fire, "remove Gandhi's filthy soul from this pure land."

B

DEMOLITION OF MONUMENTS

The demolition of the Babri Masjid
by
RSS,BJP, Shiv Sena and VHP activists.
A day before the demolition of Babri Mosque, Praveen Jain photographed right wing Hindu activists rehearsing
the destruction [File: December 5, 1992, Praveen Jain]
It was not instant reaction to a situation but a planned action.

The Babri Masjid was a mosque in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh built in approximately 1528–29 CE (935
AH) by Mir Baqi, on orders of the Mughal emperor Babur.

The mosque was located on a hill known as Ramkot and a section of the Hindu community claimed
that the Mughals destroyed a structure marking the birthplace of Rama (Ram Janmabhoomi) to
build the mosque. This, however, was denied by the opposing Muslims

There are several stories regarding the building of the Babri Masjid by Baber>
One is that it was built after destroying the Janmasthan temple.
However, some historians have argued that it was built during the Delhi Sultanate period (13th-15th
century), and may have been renovated during Babur's period. R. Nath has stated that, judging
from the architecture of the mosque, it should be taken to have been built in the pre-Mughal period.
Apart from Hindus, Jains and Buddhists have also claimed the site.
According to Jain Samata Vahini, the mosque was built over a 6th-century Jain temple.
Similarly, Udit Raj's Buddha Education Foundation has claimed the mosque was built over a
Buddhist shrine.

In 1992, the BJP and another right-wing organisation Vishva Hindu Parishad (World Hindu
Council) rallied more than 100,000 Hindu mobs which tore down the 16th-century mosque.. The
demolition sparked nationwide religious riots that left about 2,000 people dead, and created a
fissure in Hindu-Muslim relations that have not recovered.

Hindu mobs razed to the ground the 16th Century Babri mosque, claiming that it was built
on the site of a temple destroyed by Muslim rulers.

A crowd of some 15,000 swarmed over the building and started demolishing it
Here's a detailed chronology of events related to Babri Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/tracing-the-history-of-babri-masjid-from-1528-to-today/
321293
1528 Babar’s commander, Mir Baqi, builds the mosque
1859 British administrator erects fence to separate the places of worship, with the inner court to be used by
Muslims and outer court by Hindus
1885 The Janam Asthan suit of Mahant Raghubardas, seeking permission to build a temple over a chabutra,
denied and dismissed
1934 Communal riot triggered by news of cow slaughter in Shahjahanpur damages mosque, but it is
subsequently repaired
1944 Commissioner of waqfs declares the land to be Sunnis’ property as Babar was a Sunni

1949 Ram idol appears inside the mosque, Muslims complain and file suit. Hindus file counter-suit, leading
the government to declare it disputed and lock its gate.
1950-59 Hindu priests file a number of suits in the next nine years demanding the right to perform puja and
place idols inside the structure, and the Nirmohi Akhara files a suit demanding actual control of the site in
1959
1964 VHP formed to safeguard “Hindu interests”1984 Parliament elections in the wake of Indira Gandhi’s
assassination give massive victory to Congress, reducing BJP to two Lok Sabha seats
1984 Hindu outfits form a committee to “liberate” the birth-place of Lord Ram and build a temple in his
honour
1986 The gates of the disputed mosque opened to allow Hindus to worship there following a court order.
Babri Masjid Action Committee set up by protestors.
1989 VHP steps up campaign, laying the foundations of a Ram temple on land adjacent to the disputed
mosque
1989 V.P. Singh government sworn in with the outside support of BJP and CPI(M). Soon after, V.P.
expresses desire to implement the Mandal Commission report on OBC quotas
1990 L.K. Advani’s “rath yatra” begins in Somnath on September 25
1990 Oct 23, Laloo Prasad Yadav arrests Advani and stops his “rath yatra” in Samastipur1990 Police fire at
VHP kar sevaks who defy orders and march into the disputed area
Nov 10, V.P. Singh loses confidence vote, and resigns. Soon after, Chandra Shekhar is sworn in as prime
minister with Congress support
1990-91 BJP wins four states: MP, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, UP
1992 Kar sevaks demolish the mosque, CM Kalyan Singh resigns as Advani, Uma Bharati and M.M. Joshi
chargesheeted
1992 Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao dismisses four BJP governments in the wake of Babri Masjid
demolition by BJP supporters
1992 Liberhan Commission formed to look into the demolition
1992-93 Communal riots take place in Bombay followed by serial bomb blasts, killing hundreds of people
2002 PM A.B. Vajpayee sets up a cell in his office and appoints Shatrughan Singh to find a solution by
talking to Hindus and Muslims
2002 Communal riots erupt in Gujarat following the Godhra train attack
2003 ASI begins a court-ordered survey to find out if a Ram temple existed at the site. It finds evidence of a
temple but Muslims dispute the finding.
2004 A UP court reverses an earlier order exonerating Advani from his alleged role in the demolition
2005 Five suspected militants killed when they try to blow a hole on the wall of the complex in an
explosive–laden jeep
2009 17 years after being constituted, the Liberhan Commission submits its report
2010 Allahabad High Court rules, splitting the site and giving one-third each to the Muslims, Hindus and the
Nirmohi Akhara. The site of the mosque is given to the Hindus.
2011 Supreme Court suspends High Court ruling after Hindu and Muslim groups appeal
2014 BJP’s Narendra Modi leads the NDA coalition to power at the Centre, winning 336 seats
2017 The Supreme Court says charges against Advani and other leaders cannot be dropped and must be
revived
2017 April 19, the Supreme Court pronounces its verdict, charging the BJP leaders with criminal conspiracy,
and asks the trial court in Lucknow to complete the hearing within two year
2017 RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat announces that only Ram temple will be built at the disputed site, ahead of
the Supreme Court hearing
2018 After hearing multiple parties in the numerous civil suits, the Supreme Court directed the matter to be
heard in January 2019 before an appropriate bench, althoiugh it did not specify a date.
January 2019: Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi constitutes a five-judge Constitutional Bench to hear the case
March 2019: The Supreme Court appoints a mediation panel headed by Judge (retd) FMI Kallifulla for an
out-of-court settlement on March 8.
August 2019: The mediation panel fails to reach an amicable settlement. The Supreme Court begins hearing
on August 6.
October 2019: After hearing the case on a day-to-day basis for 40 days, the court reserves its order on
October 15.
November 2019: Ownership of the 2.77 acre disputed land in Ayodhya transferred to Ram Lalla and the land
will be given to a trust to be set up by the Centre within three months to build the temple. The Sunni Waqf
Board will be given an alternate land of five acres to build a mosque, the Supreme Court announced on
Saturday in a historic verdict. A five-judge bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi delivered a
unanimous verdict.

c
RIOTS

Violence against
Muslims in India













Incidents
1969 Gujarat riots
1980 Moradabad riots
1983 Nellie massacre
1985 Gujarat riots
1987 Hashimpura massacre
1989 Bhagalpur violence
1992 Bombay riots
1993 Pangal massacre
2002 Gujarat riots
2006 Malegaon bombings
2013 Muzaffarnagar riots
2014 Assam Violence

Hindu extremist organisations have allegedly carried out terrorist attacks like 2006 Malegaon blasts,
Mecca Masjid bombing (Hyderabad), Samjhauta Express bombings and the Ajmer sharif dargah
blast. There are some links and connections with Islamist organisations with these blasts.
Arif Qasmani of Karachi has been specifically named by the notification on 1 July 2009, by the US
Department of Treasury as involved in the Mumbai suburban train blasts of July 2006, and in the
Samjhauta Express blast of February, 2007.

D
1999 GRAHAM STAINES AND TWO CHILDREN BURNED TO DEATH

Graham Stuart Staines (1941 – 23 January 1999) was an AustralianChristian missionary, who
along with his two sons, Philip (aged 10) and Timothy (aged 6), were burnt to death by a gang who
claimed themselves as local members of a Hindu fundamentalist group named Bajrang Dal while
sleeping in their station wagon in the village of Manoharpur-Keonjhar, a district of Odisha in India,
on 23 January 1999. In 2003, Bajrang Dal activist Ravinder Kumar Pal was convicted of leading the
gang that murdered Graham Staines and his sons and was sentenced to life in prison.
Before his death Graham Staines had been working in Odisha since 1965 as part of an evangelical
missionary organisation named Mayurbhanj caring for people who had leprosy and looking after
the tribal people in the area who lived in abject poverty. However, some Hindu groups alleged that
during this time he had lured or forcibly coerced many Hindus into believing in the Christian faith.
The Wadhwa Commission found that although some tribals had been baptised at the camps, there
was no evidence of forced conversions. Staines's widow Gladys also denies forced conversions
ever happened.
Supreme Court of India judgement
A trial (sessions) court in Bhubaneswar, the capital of Odisha (then named Orissa), sentenced the
convicted ringleader of the mob, Dara Singh, to death by hanging for killing Staines and his two
sons. In 2005, the Orissa High Court commuted the sentence to life imprisonment. The Supreme
Court upheld the High Court decision on 21 January 2011.
"In the case on hand, though Graham Staines and his two minor sons were burnt to death while
they were sleeping inside a station wagon at Manoharpur, the intention was to teach a lesson to
Graham Staines about his religious activities, namely, converting poor tribals to Christianity," the
court said. The Court stated, "Our concept of secularism is that the State will have no religion. The
State shall treat all religions and religious groups equally and with equal respect without in any
manner interfering with their individual right of religion, faith and worship."
Yet, while condemning (even voluntary) religious conversions, the Court also said, "It is undisputed
that there is no justification for interfering in someone's belief by way of 'use of force', provocation,
conversion, incitement or upon a flawed premise that one religion is better than the other".
Dismissing the Central Bureau of Investigation's plea for death penalty to Singh, a Bench of Justice
P. Sathasivam and Justice B. S. Chauhan endorsed the Orissa High Court's finding that his crime
did not fall under the rarest of rare category. In its 76-page judgment, the court came out strongly
against the practice of conversion.
However, four days later, on 25 January 2011, the Supreme Court of India, in a rare move,
expunged its own comments with regards to conversions from its verdict.
This was perhaps done due to severe criticism from the media. Leading editors, media groups and
civil society members from across the country signed a statement taking strong exception to the
Supreme Court's observation that the killing of Graham Staines and his two minor children was
intended to teach the Australian missionary a lesson for preaching and practising conversion.

Gladys continued to live and work in India caring for those who were poor and were affected by
leprosy until she returned home to her native country of Australia in 2004.
In 2005, she was awarded the fourth highest honor a civilian can receive in India, the Padma Shree,
in recognition for her work in Odisha.
In 2016, she received the Mother Teresa Memorial International Award for Social Justice

E
2002 GUJARAT RIOTS

Narendra Modi arriving at party HQ in Ahmedabad in 2002. The BJP won a huge majority in
elections in Gujarat. Photograph: Indranil Mukherjee/EPA
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/mar/14/new-india-gujarat-massacre
“In February 2002 the western Indian state of Gujarat, governed by the Hindu nationalist chief
minister Narendra Modi, witnessed one of the country's biggest pogroms. Responding to reports
that Muslims had set fire to a train carriage, killing 58 Hindu pilgrims inside, mobs rampaged across
the state. The riots flared up again on 15 March – 10 years ago on Wednesday – and killing, raping
and looting continued until mid-June. More than 2,000 Muslims were murdered, and tens of
thousands rendered homeless in carefully planned and coordinated attacks of unprecedented
savagery.
The killers may have been in touch with police and politicians. According to the 2011 Amicus report,
two cabinet ministers even sat in police control rooms. A senior police officer and minister,
murdered in 2003, claimed that Modi explicitly instructed civil servants and police not to stand in the
killers' way. Of course, Modi has always denied involvement and condemned the riots.
..Since then Indian activists have doggedly pursued Modi through the courts and in the media. In a
sting carried out in 2007 by the weekly magazine Tehelka, politicians, businessmen, officials and
policemen were caught on tape, delightedly recalling how they murdered and raped Muslims with
the full imprimatur of their superiors.
No matter: Modi walks out of hostile interviews and ignores rulings from the country's courts: last
month his government was issued a contempt notice for failing to compensate 56 people whose
shops were destroyed in the riots. He can describe the relief camps that house thousands of
dispossessed Muslims as "child-breeding centres"”
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/mar/14/new-india-gujarat-massacre)

The Godhra railway station is situated in an overwhelmingly Muslim section of the city. For three
weeks preceding the killings, trains carrying Vishwa Hindu Parishad activists had been stopping
daily in Godhra.The activists were coming to and from Ayodhya, where the VHP sought to begin
construction of a Hindu temple on the disputed site of the mosque destroyed by Hindu activists
there. VHP leaders had set March 15, 2002 as a deadline to bring thousands of stone pillars to the
site in order to begin construction of the temple.

Additional director general of police G. C. Raigar, had provided intelligence ahead of the Godhra
incident that VHP volunteers were moving in and out of Gujarat and could instigate communal
violence. He was removed from his post after presenting evidence to news media that law and
order in the state could be compromised by VHP volunteers coming to and from Ayodha.
(https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/india/India0402-02.htm)

On 27 February 2002, a train with several hundred passengers burned near Godhra, killing
approximately 60 people. The train carried a large number of Hindu pilgrims returning from
Ayodhya after a religious ceremony at the site of the demolished Babri Masjid. In making a public
statement after the incident, Modi declared it a terrorist attack planned and orchestrated by local
Muslims. The next day, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad called for a bandh across the state. Riots
began during the bandh, and anti-Muslim violence spread through Gujarat.The activists, who had
been chanting Hindu nationalist slogans, were said to have refused to pay a tea vendor - a muslim until he said "Jai Shri Ram" ("Praise Lord Ram.") As the train then tried to pull out of the station,
the emergency brake was pulled and a Muslim mob attacked the train and set it on fire.

The government's decision to move the bodies of the train victims from Godhra to Ahmedabad
further inflamed the violence.The state government stated later that 790 Muslims and 254 Hindus
were killed. Independent sources put the death toll at over 2000. Approximately 150,000 people

were driven to refugee camps. Numerous women and children were among the victims; the
violence included mass rapes and mutilations of women.
The government of Gujarat itself is generally considered by scholars to have been complicit in the
riots (Wikipedia)
According to official figures, the riots ended with 1,044 dead, 223 missing, and 2,500 injured. Of the
dead, 790 were Muslim and 254 Hindu.
The killers may have been in touch with police and politicians. According to the 2011 Amicus
report, two cabinet ministers even sat in police control rooms. A senior police officer and minister,
murdered in 2003, claimed that Modi explicitly instructed civil servants and police not to stand in the
killers' way.
Martha Nussbaum (American philosopher and the current Ernst Freund Distinguished Service
Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of Chicago)said: "There is by now a broad consensus
that the Gujarat violence was a form of ethnic cleansing, that in many ways it was premeditated,
and that it was carried out with the complicity of the state government and officers of the law."

Photograph taken during the Communal riots on Ahmedabad in February/March 2002 shows the
skyline of Ahmedabad filled with smoke as buildings are set on fire by rioting mobs.
May 01, 2014
Puri Shankaracharya Swami Adhokshjanand Devtirath today said that he would go to Varanasi
to ask religious leaders to oppose Narendra Modi, whom he held responsible for the 2002 riots in
Gujarat.

"He has committed sins and no justice loving person can ever like him," the Shankaracharya said.
"Only a few months after Modi took over as Gujarat Chief Minister people had lost their lives in that
state...Modi is responsible for a massacre of humans," the Shankaracharya alleged, adding that he
had himself gone to Gujarat and had witnessed the situation after the 2002 riots.
He said that winning of elections did not mean that sins are forgiven.

F
GODHRA MASSACRE

https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/india/India0402-02.htm
A detailed description of the Hindutva attrocities during the Massacre of Ahmedabad during the
Chief Minister Modi can be read in .MASSACRES IN GODHRA AND AHMEDABAD
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/india/India0402-02.htm

It is rare to get such details straight from the victims.
The ongoing violence in Gujarat was triggered by a Muslim mobs' torching of two train cars carrying
Hindu activists on February 27, 2002. The attack followed an altercation between Hindu activists
and Muslim vendors at the train station in Godhra that morning, around 8:00 a.m., but the sequence
of events is still disputed. Fifty-eight passengers were killed, including fifteen children and
twenty-five women, according to Gujarat state officials.
Among the victims of the Godhra massacre was Gayatri Panchal, a sixteen-year-old girl who saw
her father and sisters burnt alive. She told the press, "After pelting stones, they poured kerosene on
our compartment and set it afire. I was pulled out of the broken window. I saw my father and sister
inside. I saw them burning." After a visit to the massacre scene, the chairman of the National
Human Rights Commission, Justice J.S. Verma stated, "I saw the burnt coach and
saw chappals [sandals] still strewn. There were chappals of children too."
Godhra, a city of 150,000, is evenly split between Hindus and Muslims, most of whom live in
separate neighborhoods. Godhra was placed under curfew for a year after communal clashes in
1980. Serious clashes occurred again in 1992 after the destruction of the Babri mosque in Ayodhya,
Uttar Pradesh.
The Godhra railway station is situated in an overwhelmingly Muslim section of the city. For three
weeks preceding the killings, trains carrying Vishwa Hindu Parishad activists had been stopping
daily in Godhra. The activists were coming to and from Ayodhya, where the VHP sought to begin
construction of a Hindu temple on the disputed site of the mosque destroyed by Hindu activists
there. VHP leaders had set March 15, 2002 as a deadline to bring thousands of stone pillars to the
site in order to begin construction of the temple.
There are significantly divergent accounts about the events leading to the dispute that resulted in
the Godhra killings. Human Rights Watch was not able to independently verify the accuracy of
these varying accounts, but it was widely reported that a scuffle began between Muslim vendors
and Hindu activists shortly after the train arrived at the station. The activists, who had been

chanting Hindu nationalist slogans, were said to have refused to pay a vendor until he said "Jai Shri
Ram" or "Praise Lord Ram." As the train then tried to pull out of the station, the emergency brake
was pulled and a Muslim mob attacked the train and set it on fire.
Initially Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi claimed that the killings were an "organized terrorist
attack." Federal government sources speculated that they were "pre-meditated," or the work of
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). However, senior police officials in Gujarat have now
concluded that the killings were "not preplanned" but rather the result of "a sudden, provocative
incident." In addition, a report from the Railway Protection Force (RPF) has concluded that the
killings resulted from a spontaneous altercation between VHP activists and merchants on the
railway that escalated out of control, rather than a planned conspiracy.
There was some forewarning of violence from within the police itself. Additional director general of
police G. C. Raigar, had provided intelligence ahead of the Godhra incident that VHP volunteers
were moving in and out of Gujarat and could instigate communal violence. He was removed from
his post after presenting evidence to news media that law and order in the state could be
compromised by VHP volunteers coming to and from Ayodha. He had also questioned the
government's ability to provide security to the Hindu activists or take other measures, despite
repeated warnings.
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THE AHMEDABAD MASSACRES:
Naroda Patia and Gulmarg Society

https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/india/India0402-02.htm
Naroda Patia and Gulmarg Society were the site of two of the deadliest massacres in Ahmedabad.
Human Rights Watch visited both sites and interviewed numerous eyewitnesses to the attacks who
have since been residing in relief camps. Some of their testimony is included below.

Naroda Patia

This is a scan of a photograph taken by me during the Communal riots on Ahmedabad in
February/March 2002. The photo shows the skyline of Ahmedabad filled with smoke as buildings
are set on fire by rioting mobs.

Located just across the road from the State Reserve Police (SRP) quarters, Naroda Patia was the
site of some of the most brutal attacks in Ahmedabad. On February 28 at least sixty-five people
were killed by a 5,000-strong mob that torched the entire locality within minutes. Countless others
sustained severe burns and other injuries. Women and girls were gang-raped in public view before
being hacked and burned to death. Homes were looted and burned while the community mosque,
the Noorani Masjid, was destroyed using exploding gas cylinders. Extensive use and access to
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders has also been cited as evidence of official collusion.
Naroda Patia used to be a mixed community of Hindus and Muslims. The nearly one thousand
Muslims were in a minority and lived in a slum facing the state transport workshop.25 Most surviving
Muslim residents are now scattered in relief camps.

Date
Location
Resulted in

Muslims

28 February 2002
Naroda, India
23°05′N 72°40′E
Killing of 97 muslims by Bajrang Dal rioters
Parties to the civil conflict

Bajrang Dal
Number

Resident 2000+

Mob of 5000+ people
Casualties and accused

Deaths
97, including:
36 women
35 children
26 men
Injuries: 30+

Initially accused (by Gujarat police): 46
Final accused (by Special Investigation Team): 70
Accused died before trials: 6
Accused died during the trials: 3
Accused presented in court: 61
Accused freed on benefit of doubt: 29
Convicted:32
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naroda_Patiya_massacre

In the days that followed February 28, hundreds of youths brandishing swords, daggers, axes, and
iron rods were seen shouting "Jai Shri Ram" and roaming roads lined with gutted shops and littered
with burned trucks, rickshaws, and other vehicles.
Human Rights Watch visited Naroda Patia three weeks after the attacks. The Muslim homes were
completely burned while the Hindu homes stood unscathed. The area's mosque, the Noorani
Masjid, just across the road from the SRP post, had also been destroyed. According to one human
rights activist who visited the site of the burned mosque soon after the attacks, at least sixteen gas
cylinders, used as explosive devices, remained inside the mosque.
Attacks on Women
Naroda Patia residents interviewed by Human Rights Watch also witnessed rapes and other forms
of sexual violence against Muslim women and girls during the attacks.
A female eyewitness told Human Rights Watch, "they raped them, cut them and then threw them in
a well. They cut them with swords. Everything is gone, you won't even find dogs there." Samuda
also witnessed the raping and killing of young girls: "They took young girls, raped them, cut them
and then they burned them."
Like hundreds of others, a resident of Naroda Patia witnessed the gang rape of girls and women.
The names of the victims have been omitted to protect their privacy:
We were cooking and were informed to be in the house only as there was tension in
the area. We went to the nearby society [neighborhood] and took shelter on the
terrace. People from the Hindu society told us to take shelter in their houses. There
were only men in there and none of the women and children. Then they told us to
escape towards Naroda (an area). We requested them to allow us escape towards the
SRP (colony). SRP said, "24 hours have been given to beat you up." Society (place of
refuge) brought us out on the road and told us to go to Naroda. We disagreed knowing
that it is a far place. So they started beating us with sticks, hockey sticks and pipes.
They accused us that we had come there to riot and asked us to get out. We came out
to face a big mob armed with sharp weapons, kerosene and petrol cans.... All adult
males were then beaten, fallen on the ground and burnt. The residents of the gopinath
society [neighborhood] segregated young girls (Muslims) and made them stand on
one side. They were raped and we watched this as some of us were on the terrace.
We were 400-500 people on the terrace.... The girls were stripped and then two men
held them down by legs and arms. Those who raped were 20-25 in number. The girls
screamed so loud that even now when I remember my blood boils.
They [the attackers] were given twenty-four-hours time (to beat us). If we were
given even two hours time we would have shown them (dealt with them). I know
the face of the persons who raped. The rape started at 6:00 in the evening until
9:00 at night. The girls were then burnt. I still remember their loud screams. When
Asif Khan, a 25-year-old youth pleaded SRP to let us go he was beaten up badly
and he managed with difficulty to get out of their hold. We can identify the SRP
men. We can also identify the residents of gopinath society.... 11 of our youth died
in private gun firing. They [the attackers] were given twenty-four-hours time (to
beat us). If we were given even two hours time we would have shown them (dealt
with them). I know the face of the persons who raped. The rape started at 6:00 in
the evening until 9:00 at night. The girls were then burnt. I still remember their
loud screams. When Asif Khan, a 25-year-old youth pleaded SRP to let us go he
was beaten up badly and he managed with difficulty to get out of their hold. We

can identify the SRP men. We can also identify the residents of gopinath society....
11 of our youth died in private gun firing.

NARODA PATIYA MASSACRE.
see also
https://archive.is/20121207113619/http://www.tehelka.com/story_main35.asp?filename=Ne0
31107After_killing.asp
Babubhai Patel, known by his alias Babu Bajrangi, was a leader of the Gujarat-wing of the
Bajrang Dal, a Hindu nationalist organization in India. He was a central figure during the 2002
Gujarat violence. He was sentenced to life term imprisonment by a special court for his role in
masterminding the Naroda Patiya massacre.
In 2007, the Indian journal Tehelka published a hidden-camera interview with Bajrangi, in which
Bajrangi speaks candidly of his role in the violence against Indian Muslims in the Naroda Patiya
massacre, a particularly intense episode of brutality during the 2002 Gujarat riots:
“We didn't spare a single Muslim shop, we set everything on fire …
we hacked, burned, set on fire … we believe in setting them on fire because these
bastards don't want to be cremated, they're afraid of it …
I have just one last wish … let me be sentenced to death … I don't care if I'm
hanged ... just give me two days before my hanging and I will go and have a field day
in Juhapura where seven or eight lakhs [seven or eight hundred thousand] of these
people stay ...
I will finish them off … let a few more of them die ... at least 25,000 to 50,000 should
die.”
Ten years after a mob hacked and burnt to death 97 Muslims in Naroda Patiya locality here
during riots, a Gujarat special court Wednesday convicted 32 people, including former BJP
minister Mayaben Kodnani and Bajrang Dal leader Babu Bajrangi, for the massacre.

Four years after a trial court sentenced BJP leader Maya Kodnani, former BJP minister of
Gujerat to 28-year life imprisonment, the Gujarat High Court today (April 20, 2018)acquitted
her in Naroda Patiya massacre case. (Photo: Reuters)

Bajrang Dal leader Babu Bajrangi, from the Police Car shows his “thumbs up”
In 2007, the Indian journal Tehelka published a hidden-camera interview with Bajrangi, in which
Bajrangi speaks candidly of his role in the violence against Indian Muslims in the Naroda Patiya
massacre, a particularly intense episode of brutality during the 2002 Gujarat riots:
“We didn't spare a single Muslim shop, we set everything on fire … we hacked,
burned, set on fire … we believe in setting them on fire because these bastards don't
want to be cremated, they're afraid of it … I have just one last wish … let me be
sentenced to death … I don't care if I'm hanged ... just give me two days before my
hanging and I will go and have a field day in Juhapura where seven or eight lakhs
[seven or eight hundred thousand] of these people stay ... I will finish them off … let a
few more of them die ... at least 25,000 to 50,000 should die.”
In the video, Bajrangi claimed that after the killings, he called the home minister Gordhan Zadaphia
and the VHP General Secretary Jaideep Patel, and told them about the killings. All thirty-two of the
accused were found guilty. On 31 August 2012, Bajrangi was sentenced to life imprisonment.
However, he continues to be out of jail on bail. As of 2016, Bajrangi had been granted temporary
bail 14 times on the pretext of his wife's and his own poor health…
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babu_Bajrangi)
In spite of the fact they were found guilty, they remained free on bail or with help from the court till
their death!

GULMARG SOCIETY MASSACRE
In the neighborhood of Gulmarg Society, Chamanpura, Ahmedabad, over 250 people took refuge
on the morning of February 28 in the home of Muslim Ehsan Jaffrey, a former member of
parliament. An ordeal that began at 10:30 a.m. ended seven hours later and left at least sixty-five
dead, including Jaffrey himself, who was hacked and burned to death. The closest police station
was less than a kilometer away. The two Ahmedabad Home Guards already stationed at Jaffrey's
home only had sticks as weapons and according to eyewitnesses interviewed by Human Rights
Watch provided no protection; one said the guards "were watching and laughing as the attacks took
place."
In a petition submitted to the NHRC, the Citizens' Initiative stated that the mob, estimated at 5,000,
had grown since morning in Gulmarg Society. Jaffrey made countless phone calls to the police, the
chief minister, and the central home minister among others asking for protection but to no avail.
The telephone lines were cut after the neighborhood's homes were set on fire. Armed with swords,
pipes, acid bottles, kerosene, petrol, hockey sticks, stones, and trishuls, the mob was unrestrained
for six hours. Among the perpetrators identified were workers and local officials of the VHP and
Bajrang Dal.

Thirty-eight-year-old Mehboob Mansoori lost eighteen family members in the attack at Gulmarg
Society. He described the day's sequence of events to Human Rights Watch (full testimony in
introduction):
They burnt my whole family.
At 10:30 a.m. the stone throwing started. First there were 200 people then 500 from
all over, then more. We were 200-250 people. We threw stones in self-defense.
They had swords, pipes, soda-lemon bottles, sharp weapons, petrol, kerosene, and
gas cylinders. They began shouting, `Maro, kato,' [Kill them, cut them] and "Mian ko
maro." (Kill the Muslims). I hid on the third floor.
Early in the day at 10:30 the police commissioner came over and said don't worry.
He spoke to Jaffrey and said something would work out then left. The name of the
commissioner of police that visited in the morning is P.C. Pandey, commissioner of
police Ahmedabad....
At 3:30 p.m. they started cutting people up, and by 4:30 p.m. it was game over.
Ehsan Jaffrey was also killed. He was holding the door closed. Then the door broke
down. They pulled him out and hit him with a sword across the forehead, then
across the stomach, then on his legs.... They then took him on the road, poured
kerosene on him and burned him. There was no police at all. If they were there then
this wouldn't have happened.
Eighteen people from my family died. All the women died. My brother, my three sons,
one girl, my wife's mother, they all died. My boys were aged ten, eight, and six. My
girl was twelve years old. The bodies were piled up. I recognized them from parts of
their clothes used for identification. They first cut them and then burned them. Other
girls were raped, cut, and burned. First they took their jewelry, I was watching from
upstairs. I saw it with my own eyes. If I had come outside, I would also have been
killed. Four or five girls were treated this way. Two married women also were raped
and cut. Some on the hand, some on the neck.
Fifty-three-year-old Mansoori Abdulbhai, also a resident of Gulmarg Society, Chamanpura lost
nineteen family members in the attack. He told Human Rights Watch:
Nineteen members of my family were killed. My wife, my mother, my son, my
daughters-in-law, my brother's daughter-in-law, and others. We found fourteen of
the bodies, five are still missing. Those fourteen are buried here [at a mass grave
site next to the Dariyakhan Ghummat camp in Shahibaug]. Sixty-two people were
killed there, twenty-nine bodies have not been found. First they cut people so they
couldn't run and then they set them on fire. One or two women were taken aside and
gang-raped. After five hours the police came and brought us here. It was so well
planned. We buried fourteen members of my family here on March 7
As with Naroda Patia, even pregnant women were not spared. The husband of an
eighteen-year-old woman and resident of Gulmarg Society, Chamanpura told the Citizens' Initiative:
"She was pregnant and it was the 9th month of the pregnancy. Her house was attacked by a large
mob. Her womb was cut open with a sharp weapon and the unborn baby was taken out and both
mother and the child were burnt dead."
Sixty-year-old Rosam Bibi, who used to live in Vijay Mill, Naroda side, also fled to Ehsan Jaffrey's
home for refuge: "We went to Ehsan Jaffrey's home on the 28th.. I was on the ground floor. The mob
came in and threw petrol and started a fire. There was heavy smoke. They told us to give them our

jewelry. They took everything. Then they hit everyone and I got burned. Then they pulled people
outside and cut them and burned them."
Bibi's eighteen-year-old son, Ilias Bhai, added: "At 10:30 a.m. the stone throwing began, we got
surrounded. They were shouting `Ram, Ram, Jai Ram' [Ram, Ram, Praise Ram].... My brother and
sister-in-law were both killed."
Twenty-three-year-old Rasida Bhen, Ilias's wife, still bore visible head injuries at the time of the
interview with Human Rights Watch. She spoke to Human Rights Watch about the murder of her
husband's brother and his wife, twenty-three-year-old Aslam Usman Bhai, and twenty-one-year-old
Naseem Bano:
They pulled them out and cut them up. When we came out then we saw that he was
cut in the stomach, the chest and the head. They came with trishuls. My sister-in-law
was burnt. First they took her jewelry. Then took her into the kitchen and exploded the
gas cylinder. They wanted to get rid of all the evidence. They had been married for
fifteen months and she was five months pregnant.
Referring to attacks on other women, Rasida added:
First they took everyone's jewelry. Then they raped the women, then they cut them up,
and then they burned them. They should get as strict a punishment as possible.... I
was hit with a pipe. We ran outside when the gas cylinder exploded and then later the
police came and we left.
A forty-five-year-old man named Yousuf Bhai told Human Rights Watch that the police
commissioner "betrayed" the victims:
They wanted to leave by the railroad behind Jaffrey's house, but the
police commissioner said, " No, don't you trust me? You must stay
here." Jaffrey even said, "Kill me and leave them alone." After the police
brought people here [the camp] then all night they set bodies on fire, so
there could be no cases against them, so there could be no evidence.
Without police support, none of this could have happened.
In 2004, in an interview with Hardnews, Former Chief Justice of India V N Khare alleged that
massacre could not have taken place without the complicity of Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi. Khare has said that in his opinion Narendra Modi should be criminally prosecuted for
genocide and manslaughter for the Gulbarga Society Massacre. Reacting to this observation, Modi
did not make any statement
On June 18, 2016, Court convicted 24 persons. 11 convicted for life, 1 convicted for 10 years and
the remaining 12 given seven years of rigorous imprisonment. The judgement termed the killings
"unfortunate" and the "darkest day in the civil society of Gujarat", but reiterated that "it was the
private firing by Shri Ehsan Jafri that acted as a catalyst and which infuriated the mob to such an
extent that the mob went out of control…". This was despite the fact that survivors of the Gulbarg
massacre said that Jafri fired his gun only in self defence after the violent mob started attacking the
complex.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulbarg_Society_massacre
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/gulberg-society-chamanpura/217992
https://scroll.in/article/810220/stuck-in-time-why-gulbarg-society-survivors-find-it-impossible-to-sell
-their-abandoned-homes

”The Gulberg Society massacre took place on February 28, 2002, during the 2002 Gujarat riots,
when a mob attacked the Gulberg Society, a lower middle-class Muslim neighbourhood in
Chamanpura, Ahmedabad. Most of the houses were burnt, and at least 35 victims including a
former Congress Member of Parliament Ehsan Jafri, were burnt alive, while 31 others went missing.
(Express Archive) READ Gulberg Society verdict LIVE: 24 convicted, 36 others acquitted including
BJP leader Bipin Patel”

https://indianexpress.com/photos/picture-gallery-others/gulberg-society-photo
s-massacre-revisited-24-convicted-36-acquitted-2830214/2/
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2007 SAMJHAUTA EXPRESS BOMBINGS

Twin blasts shook two coaches of the Samjhauta Express around midnight on 18 February 2007.
Sixty-eight people were killed in the ensuing fire and dozens were injured. It has been allegedly
linked to Abhinav Bharat, a Hindu fundamentalist group.

In November 2008, it was reported that the Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) suspected
the attacks were linked to Prasad Shrikant Purohit, an Indian army officer and member of Abhinav
Bharat. Purohit himself claimed that he had "infiltrated" the Abhinav Bharat. During an army's Court
of Inquiry, 59 witnesses stated to the court, along with Officers who testified, that Purohit was doing
his job of gathering intelligence inputs by infiltrating extremist organisations. On 8 January 2011,
Swami Aseemanand, a pracharak of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), confessed that he
was involved in the bombing of Samjhauta express, a statement he later claimed to have made
under duress. Aseemanand claimed that he was tortured to give a false statement.
There have also been allegations that Lashkar-e-Taiba was responsible for the bombings. The
United States declared Arif Qasmani, a Pakistani national and alleged 'LeT financier', to be the
chief coordinator of the 2006 train bombing in Mumbai as well as the 2007 Samjhauta Express
bombings, and labelled him an international terrorist via the United Nations.
Speaking to The Wire, Vikash Narain Rai, a former Haryana police officer who headed the
Special Investigation Team (SIT) from 2007 to early 2010, said the police recovered an
unexploded bomb from the train. In the course of investigations, it was found that all the parts of
that ‘incendiary device’ were purchased by people linked to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
and its associate groups.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/samjhauta-express-blasts-case-pakistan-see
ks-time-for-sending-witnesses-to-india/articleshow/59409710.cms?from=mdr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2007_Samjhauta_Express_bombings
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/03/samjhauta-express-blast-case-court-acquits-accused-19
0311080935731.html
https://thewire.in/communalism/2007-samjhauta-express-blast-case-vikash-narain-rai
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2007 AJMIR DARGAH ATTACK

The Ajmer Dargah blast occurred on 11 October 2007, outside the Dargah (shrine) of Sufi saint
Moinuddin Chishti in Ajmer, Rajasthan, allegedly by the Hindutva organisation Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and its groups. The blast left 3 pilgrims dead and 15 injured.
On 22 October 2010, five accused perpetrators, of which four said to belong to the RSS, were
arrested in connection with the blast. Swami Aseemanand, in his confession, implicated the then
General Secretary Mohan Bhagwat for ordering the terrorist strike. Bhavesh Patel, another
accused in the bombings, has corroborated these statements but later claimed that the Home
Minister Sushilkumar Shinde and some other Congress leaders forced him to implicate the RSS
leaders.
The media was not allowed in the courtroom where the judgement was pronounced in the
high-profile case, which was dubbed by the then UPA government as one of "Hindu terror", a term
that riled saffron organisations, including the BJP.
Mar 22, 2017
The case was handed over to the Rajasthan ATS and was later transferred to the National
Investigation Agency which re-registered the case with the NIA police station in New Delhi on 6
April 2011.
There were as many as 149 witnesses in the case and 451 documents were examined. The NIA
filed three supplementary chargesheet
A special NIA court here today sentenced Bhavesh Patel and Devendra Gupta, the accused in the
Ajmer Dargah bomb blast case, to life imprisonment. The court also fined the convicts Rs 10,000
and Rs 5,000 respectively.

The court had on March 8 convicted Bhavesh Patel, Devendra Gupta and Sunil Joshi and acquitted
others. Swami Aseemanand. Joshi has already died.
The conviction was made under Sections 120 (B) (criminal conspiracy), 295-A (deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by insulting its religion or religious
beliefs) of IPC, 3 / 4 of Explosive Substances Act and Sections 16 and 18 of Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/ajmer-dargah-bomb-blast-convicts-get-life-imprisonme
nt/articleshow/57767969.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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2007 MECCA MASJID BOMBING

The Mecca Masjid bombing occurred on 18 May 2007 inside the Mecca Masjid, a mosque in
Hyderabad. Fourteen people were reported dead in the immediate aftermath. The National
Investigation Agency, Central Bureau of Investigation and Anti Terrorist Squad (India) questioned
former members of the RSS On 19 November 2010, the Central Bureau of Investigation produced
Swami Aseemanand before the court in connection with the Blast. But later he has retracted the
confession citing the mental and physical pressure to provide that confession. The Special
investigation Team (SIT) of Hyderabad Police arrested ‘south India commander’ of the LeT,
identified as Shaik Abdul Khaja alias Amjad, from Afzalgunj area of the city. Police said that the
arrestee was linked to Mohammed Abdul Shahid Bilal, key suspect in the bombing In 2013, Yasin
Bhatkal confessed that Indian Mujahideen had bombed two other places in Hyderabad later in
August 2007 to avenge Mecca Masjid blast which was then allegedly attributed to Hindu
fundamental groups.
The South Asia Terrorism Portal, the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, the National
Counter Terrorism Centre the United States, and the United Nations reported that
Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami was actually behind the attacks while excluding involvement by any Hindu
group. Noting this, security analyst Bahukutumbi Raman has questioned "the two different versions
that have emerged from Indian and American investigators." The South Asia Terrorism Portal
cited Vikar Ahmed as a main suspect in the blast. Mohammed Abdul Shahid Bilal, former chief of

HuJI's Indian operations, is also regarded as a key suspect in the Mecca Masjid bombing. Later he
was shot by unknown gunmen in Karachi on 30 August 2007.

2018 Court Verdict
The NIA began the probe in April 2011 after the initial investigations by the local police and the
chargesheet filed by the CBI. 226 witnesses were examined during the trial and about 411
documents exhibited. The verdict was pronounced by a special NIA court acquitting all the accused
due to lack of evidence.
(17 Apr, 2018) Earlier today, all the five accused in the Hyderabad's Mecca Masjid blast case,
including Swami Aseemanand were acquitted due to lack of clinching evidence.Mecca Masjid blast
case: Special NIA Judge Ravinder Reddy resigns hours after verdict.
Read more at:
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/judge-who-delivered-the-verdict-on
-mecca-masjid-blast-resigns/articleshow/63787242.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medi
um=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mecca_Masjid_blast
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/what-happened-in-the-2007-mecca-masjid-blast-case-10-things-to-know-121389
9-2018-04-17
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2008 MALEGAON BLASTS
Main article: 29 September 2008 western India bombings
On 29 September 2008, three bombs exploded in the States of Gujarat and Maharashtra killing 8
persons and injuring 80. During the investigation in Maharashtra, a Hindu group was alleged to
have been involved in the blasts. Three of the arrested persons were identified as Sadhvi Pragya
Singh Thakur, Shiv Narayan Gopal Singh Kalsanghra and Shyam Bhawarlal Sahu. All three were
produced before the Chief Judicial Magistrate's court in Nashik, which remanded them to custody
till 3 November. On 28 October, the Shiv Sena, came out in support of the accused saying that the
arrests were merely political in nature. Lending credence to this, the party chief, Uddhav Thackeray,
pointed out a potential conflict of interest in political rivalry as the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
controlled the relevant ministry NIA, National Investigation Agency, has found no evidence
against Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur and it has recommended the court to drop all charges against
her. following which Bombay High Court granted bail to Pragya Thakur on 22 April 2017.
The Army officer Prasad Shrikant Purohit was also accused of being involved in the blast. His
counsel alleged that he was being falsely framed for political reasons because he has intelligence
data of a sensitive nature pertaining to the operations of Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI)
and Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence, which could embarrass some quarters.

Other allegations
Members of Abhinav Bharat have been alleged to have been involved in a plot to kill Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh President Mohan Bhagwat, allegedly with the help of Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence. Headlines Today released a recorded video tested by the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory which indicated the uncovering of an alleged plot to assassinate the
Vice-President of India Hamid Ansari. Tehelka also released alleged audio tape transcripts of
main conspirators of Abhinav Bharat, which indicated involvement of Military intelligence officers
with the Abhinav Bharat group, in their January 2011 edition.
The Indian Home Secretary Raj Kumar Singh said that at least 10 people having close links with
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and its affiliated organisations were named accused in
various acts of terror across India.
According to released documents by WikiLeaks, Congress(I) party's general secretary Rahul
Gandhi remarked to US Ambassador Timothy Roemer, at a luncheon hosted by Prime Minister of
India at his residence in July 2009, that the RSS was a "bigger threat" to India than the
Lashkar-e-Tayiba. At The Annual Conference of Director Generals of Police held in New Delhi on
16 September 2011, a special director of the Intelligence Bureau (IB) reportedly informed the state
police chiefs that Hindutva activists have either been suspected or are under investigation in 16
incidents of bomb blasts in the country.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/29_September_2008_western_India_bombings
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/2008-malegaon-blast-judge-sadhvi-pragya-bike-laden-explosi
ves-1564959-2019-07-09
ttps://www.biography.com/political-figure/narendra-modi
The above are the most important events wherein the attacks on mainly muslim community were
directly connected to the Hindu extremists. But what is more important is their connection with the
Modi rule of the areas and also the treatment of the case by the judges. Evidently they were put

under great stress and the indications are that they were under pressure to release the convicts
and or to reduce the sentences to effective freedom by an ongoing bail which in some cases
consecutive upto 14 times.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41988785
Many of these incidences took place during the period of Narendra Modi as Chief Minister of
Gujarat from 2001 to 2014.
The recent riots and the massacre in New Delhi while Narendra Modi was Prime Minister of India
(since 2014) puts him under suspicion of his connection with it.
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JESUS STATUE AND CROSSES REMOVED AA
FROM BANGALORE CHRISTIAN CEMETRY

https://www.christianpost.com/news/jesus-statue-crosses-forcibly-removed-from-christian
-cemetery-in-india.html
https://www.ndtv.com/karnataka-news/bengaluru-jesus-christ-statue-removed-hang-my-headin-shame-javed-akhtar-on-removal-of-jesus-christ-2191615
https://www.opindia.com/2020/03/devanahalli-jesus-statue-hill-cross-catholic-church-ill
egal-encroachment-conversions/
Removal Of Jesus Christ Statue Near Bengaluru, Devanahally Statue of Jesus Christ and 14
Stations of the Cross had been removed from a hill near Bengaluru on Friday and handed over to
church authorities
The statue of Jesus Christ and 14 crosses were vandalised at a Catholic centre in Devanahalli on
Monday by the civic body claiming that the priests at the prayer venue were “converting local
people”

The statue of Jesus Christ and 14 crosses were demolished at a four-acre plot Catholic centre in
Devanahalli on Monday by the civic body claiming that the priests at the prayer venue were
converting local people, reported The Telegraph.
The body called this abrupt action as a demolition drive which was undertaken after Bajrang Dal
and Hindu Rakshana Vedike activists complained about the alleged conversion activity.
They had also protested during the worship hours on February 23 asserting that the church was
built on the plot illegally. On the other hand, the church authorities have denied the allegations and
said, "A small chapel is part of a cemetery and the prayer centre,” reported The Telegraph.
Bajrang Dal state convener Suryanarayan Rao told The Telegraph while accusing the church of
land encroachment. “The church encroached on government land to carry out its activities. They
were even converting local Hindus,” he said.
Priest Fr Mathew Kottayil told The Telegraph, “We had been praying at this very spot for about 20
years when the (then Congress-led) state government officially gave us the land six years ago for
free,”
“The officials came and knocked down the statue and the crosses that are now lying on the ground.
They didn’t even allow us anywhere near while they went ahead with the demolition,” the priest
added.
He said further, “It is wrong to say we were converting people. We cater only to Catholic families
and others who might come here to pray. We strongly feel that the protesters were from outside this
place as local people have always cooperated with us and never interfered in our religious affairs.
They came unannounced and just broke everything that we have built slowly over the years.”
“They came unannounced and just broke everything that we have built slowly over the years. We
are now planning to go to court to restore the land to us. Since we don’t want any confrontation with
anyone, we are also thinking of approaching the state government with an appeal to allow us to
continue with our activities there,” Kottayil said.
Archbishop of Bangalore Peter Machado termed the act in a written statement a “blow to communal
harmony”.
It stated that “It is a blow to communal harmony of the people in our villages and also a violation of
the religious freedom guaranteed to us by the Indian Constitution”.

The archbishop stated in the letter, “If there is any instance of forceful conversion, let the
government investigate and take action. But it will not bring credit to the government and to the
local authorities to unnecessarily interfere in the religious tenets and practices of Christians by
yielding to the pressure of some groups,”
The Telegraph tried contacting the Devanahalli tehsildar Ajith Kumar Rai regarding the removal of
the crosses and the statue, but all efforts went unanswered.

M
Christian Man in India was Beaten to Death for Having Prayer in
his Home
April 19, 2020

Picture- Asia News

The persecution of Christians in India is not a new subject. St.Thomas, the disciple
of Jesus Christ was the first Christian Martyr in the Indian subcontinent and the
series continues to this day as the Christians of this subcontinent still suffer on a
daily basis.
Recently in Odisha, the north-eastern state of India, a Christian was severely
beaten by a mob for holding a Christian prayer gathering in his home.
On 11th March 2020, Kama Sodi and his wife Bima held a prayer meeting in their
home and invited a Pastor to lead them in prayer with 20 other local residents of the
village in Malkangiri, Odisha.
As they were in the prayer session, the local Villagers broke into Sodi’s home and
forced them to stop the prayer meeting immediately. Due to the threats and fears,
the prayer was stopped and Pastor fled from the Village.

On the same evening, dozens of Hindu residents of the village attacked the house
of Sodi and destroyed his house and beat him with sticks. According to the reports,
Sodi, was almost beaten to death as his wife Bima protected their two small children,
aged 3 and 6. They were furtherly forced to recant their Christian Faith. The couple
refused to deny their faith in Jesus and said that they would prefer to die as
Christian. The local Christians helped Sodi to take him to the hospital where he
stayed for a week. The local pastor also tried to help the family to file a police report.
However, the police refused to take any action against the assailants.

III
NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS,
CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT ACT,
NATIONAL POPULATION REGISTER
(NRC, CAA, NPR)
WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?

The National Register of Citizens (NRC)
The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register of all Indian citizens whose creation is
mandated by The Citizenship Act 1955 as amended in 2003. So far it has only been implemented
for the state of Assam during 2013–2014. The government plans to implement it for the rest of India
in 2021. According to the Citizenship Rules, 2003, the central government can issue an order to
prepare the NPR and create NRC based on the data gathered in the National Population Register
(NPR). The 2003 Rules further states that the local officials would then decide if the person's name
will be added to the NRC or not, thereby deciding his citizenship status. No new rules or laws are
needed to conduct this exercise in the whole of India.
An NRC for Assam state was created in 1951 based on the 1951 census data.. But it was not
maintained afterwards. In 1983, “The Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act” was passed
by the Parliament creating a separate Tribunal process for identifying illegal migrants in Assam.
The Supreme Court of India struck it down in 2005 as unconstitutional, after which the Government
of India agreed to update the Assam NRC. As the update process was not progressing over a
decade, the Supreme Court intervened and started directing and monitoring the process in 2013.
The final updated NRC for Assam was published on 31 August 2019 which contained 31 million
names out of 33 million population, leaving out 1.9 million applicants.The 1.9 million residents who
were not on the list were in danger of losing their citizenship. It was suspected that several
legitimate citizens were excluded while illegal migrants were included. The register was created
because "illegal migration from Bangladesh has long been a concern" in Assam.

The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register of all Indian citizens whose creation is
mandated by the 2003 amendment of the Citizenship Act, 1955. Its purpose is to document all the
legal citizens of India so that the illegal migrants can be identified and deported. It has been
implemented for the state of Assam starting in 2013–2014. The Government of India plans to
implement it for the rest of the country in 2020.
Assam, being a border state with unique problems of illegal immigration, had a register of citizens
created for it in 1951 based on the 1951 census data. However, it was not maintained afterwards.
The Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act, 1983 was then passed by the Parliament,
creating a separate tribunal process for identifying illegal migrants in Assam. The Supreme Court of
India struck it down as unconstitutional in 2005, after which the Government of India agreed to
update the Assam NRC.
Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act,
1983

Parliament of India
Enacted by

Parliament of India
Status: Repealed

In 2005 a three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India held that the Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983 and rules "has created the biggest hurdle and is the main
impediment or barrier in the identification and deportation of illegal migrants" and struck down the
Act.
Following unsatisfactory progress on the process of updating the Assam NRC for over a decade,
the Supreme Court started directing and monitoring the process in 2013. The final updated NRC
for Assam, published on 31 August 2019, contained 31 million (3.1 crore) names out of its
population of 33 million (3.3 crore), leaving out 1.9 million (19 lakh) applicants, rendering them
potentially stateless.
BJP Takes up the Act
The BJP has promised to implement the NRC for all of India in its election manifesto for the 2019
Indian general election. On 19 November 2019, Home minister Amit Shah declared in the Rajya
Sabha of the Indian parliament that the NRC would be implemented throughout the country.
According to the Citizenship Rules, 2003, the central government can issue an order to prepare the
National Population Register (NPR) and create the NRC based on the data gathered in it. The 2003
amendment further states that the local officials would then decide if the person's name will be
added to the NRC or not, thereby deciding his citizenship status. No new rules or laws are needed
to conduct this exercise in the whole of India.

Legal and regulatory provisions
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/305990/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Citizens
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003 (numbered "Act 6 of 2004") added the following clause to
the Citizenship Act, 1955:
14A. Issue of national identity cards.
(l) The Central Government may compulsorily register every citizen of India
and issue national identity card to him.
(2) The Central Government may maintain a National Register of Indian
Citizens and for that purpose establish a National Registration Authority.
(3) On and from the date of commencement of the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2003, the Registrar General, India, appointed under subsection (1) of
section 3 of the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (18 of 1969) shall
act as the National Registration Authority and he shall function as the Registrar
General of Citizen Registration.
(4) The Central Government may appoint such other officers and staff as may
be required to assist the Registrar General of Citizen Registration in
discharging his functions and responsibilities.
(5) The procedure to be followed in compulsory registration of the citizens of
India shall be such as may be prescribed.
The Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003,
formulated under the Act specify:
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Read more at:

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/72853566.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

4. Preparation of the National Register of Indian Citizens. (NRC)
(1) The Central Government shall, for the purpose of National Register of
Indian Citizens, cause to carry throughout the country a house-to-house
enumeration for collection of specified particulars relating to each family and
individual, residing in a local area including the Citizenship status.

(2) The Registrar General of Citizen Registration shall notify the period and
duration of the enumeration in the Official Gazette.
(3) For the purposes of preparation and inclusion in the Local Register of
Indian Citizens, the particulars collected of every family and individual in the
Population Register shall be verified and scrutinized by the Local Registrar,
who may be assisted by one or more persons as specified by the Registrar
General of Citizen Registration.
(4) During the verification process, particulars of such individuals, whose
Citizenship is doubtful, shall be entered by the Local Registrar with appropriate
remark in the Population Register for further enquiry and in case of doubtful
Citizenship, the individual or the family shall be informed in a specified
proforma immediately after the verification process is over.
(5) (a) Every person or family specified in sub-rule (4), shall be given an
opportunity of being heard by the Sub-district or Taluk Registrar of Citizen
Registration, before a final decision is taken to include or to exclude their
particulars in the National Register of Indian Citizens.
(5) (b) The Sub-district or Taluk Registrar shall finalize his findings within a
period of ninety days of the entry being made, or within such reasonable
extended time for which he shall record the reasons in writing.
(6) ...
As explained by the Ministry of Home Affairs in December 2018, "The Citizenship Act of 1955
provides for compulsory registration of every citizen of India and issuance of National Identity Card
to him. The Citizenship Rules of 2003, framed under the Citizenship Act of 1955, prescribe the
manner of preparation of the National Register of Citizens. There is a special provision under the
Rules to prepare the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam which is application-based and
distinct from the rest of India where the process is enumeration-based."
Indian Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019 (CAA)
The Citizenship Act of 1955 was enacted by the Indian Parliament under Article 11 of the Indian
Constitution which lays down the applicability of the Indian citizenship based on birth, descent,
registration and naturalization. CAA addessed the long pending issue of grant of citizenship of the
religiously persecuted minorities of the three neighbouring Muslim Nations who took refuge in India
before end of 2014. It will only help these persecuted people who are already in India and will not
affect Indian citizens.
According to the 2019 Amendment of the Citizenship Act, illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan will be eligible
for Indian citizenship and the amendment reduced the minimum residency period in India from the
earlier eleven years to five years as on 31 December, 2014 to apply for citizenship for such
persons.

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019
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The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was passed by the Parliament of India on 11 December
2019. It amended the Citizenship Act of 1955 by providing a path to Indian citizenship for illegal
migrants of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian religious minorities, who had fled
persecution from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan before December 2014. Muslims from
those countries were not given such eligibility. The act was the first time religion had been overtly
used as a criterion for citizenship under Indian law.

Activists taking out rally in support of the Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 (left) and protesters voicing opposition to the CAA
(right) while debate over speculated National Register of Citizens (NRC) continues. (Photos: PTI)

https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/nationwide-nrc-why-there-is-no-need-for-a-new-law-1631620-2019
-12-26

National Population Register (NPR)
The objective of the NPR is to create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in
the country.The NPR is a list of "usual residents" of the country. A "usual resident" is defined for the
purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local area for the past six months or more or a
person who intends to reside in that area for the next six months or more. The data for National
Population Register was first collected in 2010 by the then UPA government and it is to be done
every 10 years. The NPR is prepared at the local (village/sub-Town), sub-district, district, State and
national level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of
Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. It is mandatory for every usual resident
of India to register in the NPR. A resident need not have to give proof for NPR nor bio-metric
particulars during data collection as clarified by the Government.
NPR is National Population Register which was introduced when P Chidambaram was home
Minister and that is being sought to be updated now. When he introduced NPR Chidambaram was
questioned why so many people were made to assemble in a place like mela for hours, he had the
audacity to say that Indian people are used to such assemblies on the occasion of deaths and
marriages and will not mind. Now the very same man has appealed to people not to cooperate with
the present government.

National Population Register
"Understand the chronology,
first we will bring Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) and
after that we will bring National Register of Citizens (NRC) and
NRC will not only be for Bengal but for the entire country."
-- Amit Shah, then President of the BJP, April 2019

No NPR CAA NRC graffiti at Shaheen Bagh protests in New Delhi, 8 January 2020
In 2010, the NPR was created for the first time with the names of 119 crore residents of India. This
data further was updated in 2015 by linking with biometric information from Aadhaar database. The
NPR planned for 2020 will also include more details such as the place of birth of the parents, last
place of residence and the serial number for official documents.
Critics believe the Indian government will use the list to mark people as doubtful citizens after which
they would be asked to prove their citizenship.

Implementation

"A Bharatiya Janata Party government
will pick up infiltrators one by one
and throw them into the Bay of Bengal."
-- Amit Shah, then President of the BJP, April 2019.
"The prime minister might say there is nothing to fear
but do you see what is happening in Assam? ...
People are being forcefully evicted from their houses, detained."
-- Mohammed Naeem, a protester, December 2019.
On 24 December 2019, the Union Cabinet approved ₹3,941 crore (US$550 million) for updating the
NPR, marking one of the first steps in implementing the NRC.
The NPR is scheduled to take place in April 2020 throughout India
(except Assam).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 22 December 2019 stated that "there has been no discussion on
NRC anywhere... we only had to implement it in Assam to follow Supreme Court directives." The
CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat alleged it to be"disinformation" by the government. Karat clarified that
the NPR was the first step of the NRC process.
On 31 July 2019, the Registrar General of Citizen Registration had issued the notification to
prepare and update the NPR. The timeline for this was announced to be between 1 April 2020
and 30 September 2020. As per the NPR exercise, an enumeration will be carried out throughout
the country (except Assam) by visiting every house for "collection of information relating to all
persons who are usually residing within the jurisdiction of the Local Registrar". According to the
procedure announced through the "Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National
Identity Cards) Rules 2003", the list of NPR will undergo due verification and it will form the basis of
the local register of Indian citizens.

IV
PROTESTS

Massive, yet peaceful protest against CAA, NCR, NPR
took place all over India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizenship_Amendment_Act_protests
The Citizenship Amendment Act (Bill) protests, CAA Protest or CAB Protest have occurred
after the enactment of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) by the Indian government on 12
December 2019 triggered widespread ongoing protests across India and abroad against the act
and the associated proposals to enact a National Register of Citizens (NRC). The protests began in
Assam, Delhi Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, and Tripura on 4 December 2019, and quickly
spread across the country, although the concerns of the protesters vary.
The Amendment created a pathway to Indian citizenship for illegal migrants belonging to Hindu,
Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian communities from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan,
who had entered India before 2014 fleeing religious persecution.
The Amendment does not provide the same pathway to Muslims and others from these countries,
nor to refugees from Sri Lankan Tamils in India, Rohingyas from Myanmar, or Buddhists from Tibet.
The proposed National Register of Citizens (NRC) will be an official record of all legal citizens of
India; individuals would need to provide a prescribed set of documents issued before a specified
cutoff date to be included in it.
The amendment has been widely criticised as discriminating on the basis of religion, in particular
for excluding Muslims. Protestors against the amendment demand that it be scrapped and that
the nationwide NRC not be implemented. They are concerned that Muslim citizens of India, as
well as poor Indians, will be rendered stateless and put into detention camps by the proposed
nationwide NRC in combination with the CAA. They are also concerned that all citizens will be
affected by the bureaucratic exercise of the NRC where they will have to prove their citizenship for
inclusion in the registry The protesters have raised voices against authoritarianism, the police
crackdown in other universities, and suppression of protests.
The passage of the Act triggered different types of protests and criticisms. Violent protests erupted
in Assam, where the protesters maintained that the new provisions of this Act are against prior
agreements such as the Assam Accord, and that they would cause a "loss of political rights and
culture". The India-Japan summit in Guwahati, which was supposed to be attended by Shinzō Abe
was cancelled. The UK, USA, France, Israel and Canada issued travel warnings for people
visiting India's north-east region, telling their citizens to "exercise caution"
In other parts of India, political and student activists protested that the law "marginalizes Muslims, is
prejudicial against Muslims" and sought that Muslim migrants and refugees should also be granted
Indian citizenship per its secular foundations. The protesters demanded that the law should grant
Indian citizenship to Muslim immigrants and refugees too.
Protests against the bill were held in several metropolitan cities across India, including Kolkata
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru Hyderabad, and Jaipur. Rallies were also held in various Indian
states of West Bengal, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Telangana, Bihar,

Maharastra, Kerala and Karnataka.
India

27 people were killed by police firing guns in the whole of

Various cities around the world, including New York, Washington D. C., Paris, Berlin, Geneva,
Barcelona, San Francisco, Tokyo, Helsinki, and Amsterdam, witnessed protests against the Act
and the police brutality faced by Indian protesters.
Students from various universities like Jamia Millia Islamia, Aligarh Muslim University, Nadwa
College, Jawaharlal Nehru University, IIT Kanpur, IIT Madras, Jadavpur University, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, IISc, Pondicherry University, and IIM Ahmedabad also held protest. More than 25
student associations from all over India joined protest. On 15 December, police forcefully entered
the campus of Jamia Millia Islamia university, where protests were being held, and detained the
students. Police used batons and tear gas on the students. More than a hundred students were
injured and an equal number were detained. The police action was widely criticized, and resulted in
protests across the country.
Muslims all over India came out to protest the CAA–NRC package with a renewed assertion of their
identity as Indians. Muslim women started protest at Shaheen Bagh on 15 Dec 2019 start as an
ongoing 24/7 sit-in peaceful protest. The protesters at Shaheen Bagh have blocked a major
highway in New Delhi using non-violent resistance for more than 51 days now as of 5 February
2020. On 24 February, violent clashes occurred during the North East Delhi riots in which seven
people where killed and more than a hundred injured. The death toll rose to 42 in 36 hours with 250
people getting injured.
Soon after the Citizenship Amendment Act was passed in December 2019, protests against it
broke out across the country. In many places, the state responded, killing at least 27 people,
arresting 1,113, and detaining 5,558.
As many as 27 student organisations joined in the protests across India, but only a handful were
covered by the mainstream media, which has focused on Jawaharlal Nehru University, Jamia Millia
Islamia University, Aligarh Muslim University.

Here’s a look at some of the other colleges that have been protesting against the citizenship law
and the National Register of Citizens.
Jyoti Nivas College, Bangalore

On January 9, students of Jyoti Nivas College organised a silent protest against the Citizenship
Amendment Act, a day after they were allegedly heckled by a group of BJP workers for protesting
against a pro-citizenship law banner displayed on their college wall without permission.

Jamia Millia Islamia students and locals protesting against CAA NRC. Block roads.
(DiplomatTesterMan)

Police personnel walk in front of JNU students' protest march from Mandi House to HRD Ministry, demanding removal
of the university vice-chancellor, at Ferozeshah Road in New Delhi, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020. (PTI Photo/Ravi
Choudhary)
Read more at: https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/tactical-error-on-jnu-has-backfired-on-modi-govt-792831.html

Locals and Jamia Millia Islamia students protest against CAA/NRC in New Delhi on 15 December
2019

Thousands of people participated in a protest organised by Mysuru United Muslim Welfare Trust, in
Mysuru on Thursday. DH photo/Savitha B R
The massive protest against
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
National Register of Citizens (NRC) and
National Population Register (NPR)
organised by Mysuru United Muslim Welfare Trust,
on Rangacharlu Town Hall premises,
was completely peaceful,
even though over 15,000 people assembled there from all parts of the city.

Protest against CAA and NRC

Slogans and graffiti protesting against CAA, NRC and detention camps in New Delhi on 8 January
2020. Visible are "Detention Camp = Jail = Gas Chamber", "Detention camp = Hell" and "Reject
NRC" among others. Comparisons with Nazi Germany are visible.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++>>

Detention Centres

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-theres-no-detention-centre-in-india-nobody-is-going-there-pmmodi-at-ramlila-maidan-rally/344544

'There's No Detention Centre In India, Nobody Is Going There': PM Modi At Ramlila Maidan Rally

Addressing a rally at the Ramlila Maidan in Delhi, Modi said that people were incited, adding those
in high positions shared fake videos.
In a direct refutal of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's statement that
there are no detention centres in India (at a December 22, 2019 rally in
Delhi), Nityananda Rai, Union minister of state for home, admitted in
the Lok Sabha on February 4 to the existence of six such in Assam.
However, this is not even the first time the Union home ministry has
acknowledged the existence of detention centres in the country.
In 2018, activists filed a petition in the Supreme Court of India and brought to its notice the
condition of the families separated from each other and locked separately in the six existing
detention centres of Assam. On 9 January 2019, the Union government released a '2019 Model
Detention Manual', which stated that every city or district, having a major immigration check post,
must have a detention centre. The guidelines suggest detention centres with 10 feet high
boundary walls covered with barbed wires. It also clarified the difference between a prison and a
detention centre.


Delhi Detention Centre is spread over three locations in Delhi to hold foreigners waiting for
deportation. One of the centres at Lampur is being operated under the Foreigners
Regional Registration Office (FRRO). The Special Branch of Delhi Police supervises the
ward holding the Pakistanis, while people of other nationalities are under the watch of the
FRRO. FRRO and Delhi police both work under the Central Home Ministry.



Goa Detention Centre at Mapusa was opened for foreigners in May 2019.



Karnataka Detention Centre is under construction at Sondekoppa in Nelamangala, located
40 kms from Bangalore. It is planned to be operational from 1 January 2020. The centre
has 10-feet high walls, barbed wires with watchtowers in two corners of the compound.



Maharashtra Detention Centre is being constructed at Nerul in Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra
in a 1.2 hectare plot of land.



Punjab Detention Centre is currently being built in Goindwal Sahib in Tarn Taran district
and is planned for completion in May 2020. AS of 2019, the foreigners are kept in a separate
enclosure at Central Jail in Amritsar.



Rajasthan Detention Centre is located in the campus of the Central Jail in Alwar.

In December 2019, it was reported that the detention centres planned in West Bengal and Kerala
had been put on hold.

Assam Detention Centre
The first detention centre in Assam came up in 2008, when the Congress was in power in the state,
under orders of the court. In 2011, the Congress government built three more camps in the region
The Government of the state of Assam is constructing ten more detention camps besides six
already in place. The first such new exclusive detention camp is under construction in the district of
Goalpara in lower Assam at the cost of around ₹46 crore (US$6.4 million) and a capacity to hold
3000 people. The detention center covers approximately 288,000 square feet (26,800 m2) square
feet (about the size of seven football grounds) and was planned to have fifteen storeys. It was
planned to be ready by December 2019.
According to the Section 3(2)(c) of The Foreigners Act, 1946, the central can deport people of
foreign countries who are staying illegally in India.
In anticipation of the possible requirement to house a large number of illegal foreigners, who may
be declared as such by the final NRC of India and the Foreigners' Tribunals, the government is in
the process of building several detention camps throughout India. One of the first detention
centres had come up in Assam during the tenure of the Congress government in 2008. In 2014,
the Centre had told all the states to set up at least one detention centre for illegal immigrants so as
not to mix them up with jail inmates.

Women held captive in the detention centre attached to Kokrajhar jail, photographed in 2016.
(Photo:India Today/Kaushik Deka)
<<============================================
CAA and NRC protests are a series of protests in India against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
which was enacted into law on December 12, 2019, and against the nationwide implementation of
the NRC. ] Protesters in all regions are concerned that the upcoming compilation of the National
Register of Citizens might be used to deprive Muslims of Indian citizenship

As of 12 January 2020, activists have continued to protest the act on the streets, with a lot of
individuals carrying placards criticizing the act as well as the government.CAA and NRC protests
CAA and NRC protests are a series of protests in India against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
which was enacted into law on December 12, 2019, and against the nationwide implementation of
the NRC. ] Protesters in all regions are concerned that the upcoming compilation of the National
Register of Citizens might be used to deprive Muslims of Indian citizenship
As of 12 January 2020, activists have continued to protest the act on the streets, with a lot of
individuals carrying placards criticizing the act as well as the government.

Indian government response
On 16 December, after the protests entered the fifth day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed
for calm in a series of tweets saying "No Indian has anything to worry regarding this act. This act is
only for those who have faced years of persecution outside and have no other place to go except
India". As CAA protests raised concerns on combined effects of CAA with NRC, the government
has sought to downplay its narrative on NRC, with both the PM Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah stating that there has been no talk on pan-Indian NRC in their government for now, and
neither the cabinet nor the legal department has discussed it.
Considering Violence and damage to public properties during demonstration, on 19 December,
police banned protests in several parts of India with the imposition of section 144 which prohibits
the gathering of more than 4 individuals in a public space as being unlawful, namely, parts of the
capital Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and Karnataka, including Bangalore. Police in Chennai denied
permission for marches, rallies or any other demonstration. Internet services were shutdown in
several parts of Delhi. As a result of defining the ban, thousands of protesters were detained,
including several opposition leaders and activists such as Ramachandra Guha, Sitaram Yechury,
Yogendra Yadav, Umar Khalid, Sandeep Dikshit, Tehseen Poonawalla and D Raja.

V
NEARLY 2,000 PEOPLE
WERE BROUGHT IN FROM OUTSIDE
FOR RIOTS BY BJP
Nearly 2,000 People Were Brought in for Riots, Says Delhi Minorities Panel Chief

New Delhi: Nearly 1,500 to 2,000 outsiders were brought to north-east Delhi and lodged there for
nearly 24 hours under a planned conspiracy to unleash violence, Delhi Commission for Minorities
chairman Zafarul Islam Khan, alleged on Tuesday, following a visit to the affected areas.
He said most of these people stayed in schools before attacking the neighbourhoods.
Talking to The Wire about the findings of his team, which visited the areas impacted by violence on
March 2, Khan said: “Our revelation is that this was planned violence. For this people had been
brought from outside. It is for the police and intelligence to find from where they had come.”
He said the DCM team has obtained photographs of people who were involved in the violence and
who were wearing masks or helmets. “There were approximately 1,500 to 2,000 people who had
come to these areas from outside to create trouble,” he added.
Khan said the ‘outsiders’ had occupied some schools there for over 24 hours before launching the
attacks. “These are the things we will talk about in detail in our report on yesterday’s visit. But our
major fact finding report will come out later.”
He said the minorities panel team had conducted the field tour in coordination with the police.

Curfew was imposed after panel appealed
Khan said ever since this violence began, the Commission has been raising the issue. “We have
been issuing notices and orders, even in individual cases.”
As for the police, he said, “The day we had issued orders to the Delhi police to ensure security of
the citizens, the same day curfew was imposed in many areas.”
On people’s complaint that it was the absence of police that encouraged the rioters and arsonists,
Khan said it has now been established that police presence was minimal during the first two days –
February 24 and 25 – when most of the violence took place.
‘Police allowed arson, rioting’
He charged that while the Delhi police is making claims that it has saved people, “They have not
saved anything, they allowed properties and people to be burned, allowed the rioters to damage
houses and even to blast them. This is what happened.”
“It was only after two days that the police became active. The violence lessened on February 26
and ended the following day. The police will have to answer for its acts – there are no two ways
about this,” said Khan.

The mosque put to fire in Ashok Nagar. Photo: The Wire
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INDIAN POLICE DELIBERATELY TARGETED MUSLIMS

Indian police deliberately targeted Muslims during Delhi riots: NYT report
Dawn.com | AFPMarch 12, 2020

In this file photo, demonstrators gather along a road scattered with stones following clashes
between supporters and opponents of a new citizenship law at Bhajanpura area of New Delhi on
February 24. — AFP/File
A report published by the The New York Times on Thursday said that recent evidence suggests
that New Delhi police "concertedly moved against Muslims" and "actively helped Hindu mobs" that
targeted Muslims and their homes during the deadly riots that gripped the Indian capital last month.
At least 50 people were killed in Delhi's worst communcal violence in decades, over two-thirds of
them from India's Muslim minority, according to hospital lists. Mosques were burnt and vandalised
along with Hindu-owned shops and at least 15 Hindus were killed.

Ground report: How the riots unfolded in Delhi's Chand Bagh

According to the publication, several videos have surfaced of Delhi police assaulting Muslims
protesters, and urging Hindu mobs to join.
The report also quoted a police commander as saying that as the violence erupted — attributed to
mostly Hindu mobs — officials were told to deposit their guns at the police station; NYT journalists
later heard officials yelling to one another that they needed guns, not sticks, to confront the growing
mobs.
It also highlighted that majority of those that were killed in the violent clashes were Muslims.
The report also accuses India's police force of being "politicised" by Modi's ruling Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party, citing the example of a school principal who was jailed on sedition charges
for staging a play about the country's new citizenship law.
Read: Inside Delhi: beaten, lynched and burnt alive
“There’s a method to this madness,” the report quoted Umar Khalid, a Muslim activist, as saying.
“The government wants to bring the entire Muslim community to their knees, to beg for their lives,
and beg for their livelihoods.”
“You can read it in their books," he said. “They believe India’s Muslims should live in perpetual
fear.”
Shahid Siddiqui, a former member of Parliament, was also quoted in the report as saying: "Indian
police are extremely colonial and caste-ist."
Police behavior, he said, is always “more violent and aggressive toward the weak".

BBC Video

Feb. 24, was captured on video.

A video of police personnel in riot gear thrashing five people lying injured on the side of a road is
viral on social media. The video shows a policeman capturing the incident on his mobile phone
while the injured men are being forced to sing the national anthem. The cops can also be heard
hurling abuses and repeatedly using the word ‘Azadi’ while beating the men. 'Hate Is Being
Preached Openly Against Us.' After Delhi Riots, Muslims in India Fear What's Next

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/world/asia/india-police-muslims.html
NEW DELHI — Kaushar Ali, a house painter, was trying to get home when he ran into a battle.
Hindu and Muslim mobs were hurling rocks at each other, blocking a street he needed to cross to
get to his children. Mr. Ali, who is Muslim, said that he turned to some police officers for help. That
was his mistake.
The officers threw him onto the ground, he said, and cracked him on the head. They started beating
him and several other Muslims. As the men lay bleeding, begging for mercy — one of them died
two days later from internal injuries — the officers laughed, jabbed them with their sticks and made
them sing the national anthem. That abuse, on Feb. 24, was captured on video.
“The police were toying with us,” Mr. Ali said. He recalled them saying, “Even if we kill you, nothing
will happen to us.”
So far, they have been right.
India has suffered its worst sectarian bloodshed in years, in what many here see as the inevitable
result of Hindu extremism that has flourished under the government of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. His party has embraced a militant brand of Hindu nationalism and its leaders have openly
vilified Indian Muslims. In recent months Mr. Modi has presided over a raft of policies widely seen
as anti-Muslim, such as erasing the statehood of what had been India’s only Muslim-majority state,
Jammu and Kashmir.
Now, more evidence is emerging that the Delhi police, who are under the direct command of Mr.
Modi’s government and have very few Muslim officers, concertedly moved against Muslims and at
times actively helped the Hindu mobs that rampaged in New Delhi in late February, burning down
Muslim homes and targeting Muslim families.
Several videos showed police officers beating and throwing rocks at Muslim protesters and waving
on Hindu mobs to join them.
A police commander said that as the violence erupted — at that point mostly by Hindu mobs —
officers in the affected areas were ordered to deposit their guns at the station houses. Several
officers during the violence were later overheard by New York Times journalists yelling to one
another that they had only sticks and that they needed guns to confront the growing mobs. Some
researchers accuse the police force of deliberately putting too few officers on the streets, with
inadequate firepower, as the violence morphed from clashes between rival protesters into targeted
killings of Muslims.
Two thirds of the more than 50 people who were killed and have been identified were Muslim.
Human rights activists are calling it an organized massacre.
Though India’s population is 14 percent Muslim and New Delhi’s is 13 percent, the total Muslim
representation on the Delhi police force is less than 2 percent.

Image
Lawyers marched for peace in Delhi on Friday.
India’s policing culture has long been brutal, biased, anti-minority and almost colonial in character,
a holdover from the days of British rule when the police had no illusions of serving the public but
were used to suppress a restive population.
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curity personnel patrol near burnt-out and damaged residential premises and shops in New Delhi on February 26, 2020.Sajjad
Hussain/AFP via Getty Images

….………………… Violence in India between Hindus, who make up some 80% of the
population, and Muslims, the country’s largest minority, punctuate the history of the
world’s largest democracy
Even under India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, who envisioned a secular
nation where all India’s religions could live in harmony, sporadic religious violence broke
out. (During the partition of British India into Muslim-majority Pakistan and Hindu-majority
India in 1947, as many as two million people died.)
But under Modi, the most powerful Hindu nationalist Prime Minister in Indian history, the
violence has taken on a new, imbalanced, dimension. The Hindu nationalist alliance that
Modi represents avowedly sees India as a “Hindu nation,” and as Chief Minister of
Gujarat in 2002, Modi was accused of instructing police not to prevent a pogrom in which
thousands of Muslims were killed. When he was elected in 2014, there was a sharp
uptick in lynchings of Muslims. Since being reelected with an even bigger majority in May

2019, his government has “moved on to larger-scale, if still localized, state-sanctioned
mob violence,” says Sumantra Bose, professor of international and comparative politics
at the London School of Economics. “This is a natural progression, given the nature, logic
and purpose of the Modi-Shah government.”

A general view of the riot-hit in New Delhi on February 27, 2020.
Money Sharma/AFP via Getty Images

As a result, many of India’s 200 million Muslims are reckoning with a future as
second-class citizens. In December, the BJP pushed through a new citizenship law that
makes it easier for all of South Asia’s major religions, except Islam, to gain asylum in
India. Shah, Modi’s Home Minster and de-facto deputy, hailed the law as proof of the
BJP’s commitment to helping refugees, and said Muslims had nothing to fear. But taken
together with a separate BJP project to combat illegal immigration, which would require
all Indian citizens to prove their residency with papers many do not have, critics see
ominous signs. In Assam, a northeastern state that has served as a testing ground for the
population register, the Indian government is already constructing detention camps to
house those who can’t prove they belong — many of them Muslims. “India is now face to
face with the darkest period in its history as an independent country,” Bose tells TIME.
Against this backdrop, a widespread protest movement began in December. At
universities and public spaces across the country, people still sympathetic to Nehru’s
vision of a secular India gathered under tricolor flags and portraits of Mahatma Gandhi.
Shaheen Bagh, a crossroads in a Muslim-majority southern Delhi neighborhood, quickly
became the movement’s symbolic center. But staffed 24 hours a day by volunteers, many
of them Muslim women, it just as rapidly became a potent political target for the BJP,
which has sought to paint opposition to the citizenship law as an “anti-national” project
facilitated by India’s arch-rival Pakistan.
If the rioting in Delhi was inevitable in the current climate, its immediate spark came on
Feb. 23 when Kapil Mishra, a local politician for Modi’s BJP, made a speech. Addressing
a crowd, and flanked by an Indian Police Service official, he called for police to clear

protesters in Jafrabad in northeast Delhi, who had been inspired by those at Shaheen
Bagh. Mishra, who as an unelected local politician has no official sway over law
enforcement, later wrote on Twitter: “Giving a three-day ultimatum to Delhi Police to clear
the roads. Don’t try to reason with us after this, because we won’t pay heed.” (When a
judge in Delhi reprimanded the police for failing to arrest Mishra for hate speech, the
judge was quickly transferred to another state by Modi’s government.)
Directly afterward, people inspired by Mishra’s speech clashed with anti-government
protesters. On Feb. 24 and 25, the clashes became more violent, with Hindu mobs
seeking out Muslim homes and businesses, too. Whenever a building went up in flames,
mobs responded with loud chants of “Jai Shri Ram” (“Victory to Lord Ram” — a deity who
has become an icon to Hindu nationalists). In one video posted online on Feb. 25, a man
climbed a mosque carrying a saffron flag, a symbol of Hindu nationalism, as black smoke
billowed in the background. As the dust settled, stories and photographs emerged of
Muslims being beaten to death on the streets or burned alive inside their homes. One
week on, the city is still counting its dead.
The riot-struck neighborhoods of Northeastern Delhi now look like a war zone, complete
with refugees. As Efaz prepared to leave India’s capital forever to return to his home
village in Bihar, India’s poorest state, he was in no doubt about who to blame. “The BJP
has won in its battle to paint all Muslims as traitors,” he said, before driving off with his
wife and four year-old son. “The hatred is so deep. This is what the Hindu nationalists
wanted. They wanted to polarize society, to the point where it would be very difficult for
us to return.”

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/01/india-delhi-after-hindu-mob-riot-religiou
s-hatred-nationalists

Inside Delhi: beaten, lynched and burnt alive
Violence in India’s capital has left more than 40 dead and hundreds injured after a Hindu nationalist
rampage, stoked by the rhetoric of Narendra Modi’s populist government
He lay in a bloodied ball on the floor, but the baton blows kept on coming. As the 30 strangers beat
him without stopping, Mohammad Zubair closed his eyes, brought his forehead to the ground and
prayed.
“The blows kept raining on my head, hands and back,” said Zubair, 37. “I did not ask them to stop
beating me. I became silent, tried to hold my breath and stiffen my body.”
As he spoke, tears rolled down his face. “First I asked, ‘Why are you attacking me? What wrong
have I done?’ But they did not listen to my words and went on hitting me from all sides. They were
shouting maro shaale mulleko [kill the bastard Muslim] and jai Sri Ram [a Hindu nationalist slogan].
There were many other men who stood by who did not come to save me.” The photo of Zubair

being ruthlessly beaten in broad daylight in the streets of Delhi by a mob of young Hindu men was
one of the most shocking images of the brutal religious riots that engulfed Delhi, where Hindus
were pitted against Muslims, thousands were injured and 43 people killed.

Relatives mourn Mohammad Mudasir, 31, who was killed in rioting in Delhi. Photograph: Manish
Swarup/AP

Mohammad Zubair, 37, is beaten by a Hindu mob in one of the most shocking images from a week
of violence in Delhi. Photograph: Danish Siddiqui/Reuters

The violence raged across the north-east of India’s capital for four days as mosques were set alight,
Muslims were burned alive in their homes or dragged out into the streets and lynched. Muslim
businesses and property were also set alight. In streets where Hindus and Muslims had lived
peacefully side by side, bodies lay bloodied alongside discarded and burned-out cars, bikes,
shattered glass and smouldering shopfronts. The police have been accused of enabling,
encouraging or even joining in with Hindu mobs.
Hindu mobs were stopping men in the streets demanding to see their ID cards. If anyone refused,
they were forced to show whether or not they were circumcised, as is common among Muslim men.
Imran Khan, 30, a street hawker who lives in Shiv Vihar, north-east Delhi, was walking home on
Monday evening when a group descended on him.
“Some of them forced me to pull down my trousers,” he said. “They started beating me violently as
soon as they became sure that I was Muslim.”
Armed with iron rods, crowbars and metal pipes, the Hindu mob beat Khan unconscious. When he
came to hours later, he found that the attackers, assuming he was dead, had tied a rope around his
neck and dragged him into a gutter.

‘They saw I was a Muslim and just started attacking. What kind of humanity is this?’ Mohammad
Zubair after being beaten by a group of men chanting pro-Hindu slogans. Photograph: Danish
Siddiqui/Reuters
There has been brutality on both sides, but it was the Muslim community of Delhi who were
overwhelmingly targeted by Hindu mobs in their tens of thousands. In Chand Bagh, one of the
worst hit areas, only the Muslim businesses – hairdressers, ice-cream shops, butchers – lay in
ruins. On one corner, the charred husks of hundreds of oranges, bananas and watermelons spilled
out of the front of a Muslim fruit stall, filling the air with the putrid smell of burnt fruit.
Among the 43 dead was Musharraf, a 30-year-old Muslim man. He was at home with his wife and
children in the Bhagirathi Vihar area of Gokalpuri, north-east Delhi, when a mob of around 30 men
with iron rods, knives and chains – many wearing motorcycle helmets so they could not be
identified – broke down the locked door shouting jai Sri Ram.

“They cut the electricity, so it was all dark, and started smashing the house,” recounted Shakir, his
brother-in-law. “His wife was calling the police but they did not come. Everyone got into the beds to
hide but the men covered everything with kerosene and shouted: ‘Will you come out or do you want
us to burn you alive?’.”
Shakir continued: “They smashed the bed where Musharraf was hiding underneath and he
screamed, so they grabbed him and dragged him out into the street. The children ran out, too, and
were screaming. His daughter, Kushi – she is just 11 – fell on the feet of those men, pleading ‘Don’t
kill my father’. She tried to save him but they beat him to death in the middle of the street and threw
him in the gutter.”
Like so many other Muslims in Delhi, Shakir and his family said that after the riots they could no
longer stay in the city they had called home for decades and were moving back to their ancestral
village. “We have never felt threatened and always lived peacefully with our Hindu brothers,” he
said. “But I don’t feel safe anywhere in Delhi now.”
Violence has been a stain on India’s history since partition in 1947, when Pakistan was formed as a
separate Muslim state and up to two million people died in the fighting and its aftermath. Riots have
continued to erupt along religious lines in a country where around 14% of the population are Muslim,
with an 80% Hindu majority. The fracturing of relations began in the 1960s and 1970s, but a
flashpoint took place in 1992, when a rightwing Hindu mob of thousands, which included several
members of the now ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata party (BJP), tore down the Babri
mosque in Ayodhya.
When the BJP were elected to government in 2014, led by prime minister Narendra Modi, divisions
widened. The BJP is the political wing of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a militant
Hindu nationalist paramilitary organisation that has been accused repeatedly of orchestrating
attacks on Muslims. The BJP, which believes that India should be a Hindu, not a secular, nation,
has fostered an environment of hate in India. Lynchings of Muslims began and Muslims have been
gradually relegated to second-class citizens in their own country.

Fellow Muslims mourn Muddasir Khan, who died in the Delhi riots. Photograph: Adnan
Abidi/Reuters

Even before he became prime minister, Modi’s reputation had been tainted by hatred and violence.
As chief minister of Gujarat, he had been accused of encouraging sectarian riots in 2002 that left
more than 1,000 people dead, 800 of them Muslims. Modi denies the charges, which resulted in
him being banned from the US. He was cleared by the Indian supreme court in 2012 but has never
apologised nor expressed remorse for the killings.
His landslide re-election victory in May 2019 prompted an escalation of the Hindu nationalist
agenda. But it was the passing of a citizenship amendment act (CAA) in December last year that
proved the tipping point. The law, which grants citizenship for refugees of every major South Asian
religion except Muslims, was widely condemned as discriminatory. Many saw it as an attempt to
enshrine the Hindu nationalist agenda into law and undermine the country’s secular foundations.
The controversy has triggered India’s longest period of unrest in 40 years, with millions of people of
all religions taking to the streets in protest. But the BJP response has been to ramp up their rhetoric,
particularly in the recent Delhi state assembly elections. “The BJP began fermenting this crisis in
Delhi weeks ago, as a way to win Hindu votes in the election,” said Ashis Nandy, a well-known
political commentator.
The spark for the latest violence was provided by Kapil Mishra, a BJP leader who had just lost his
seat in those elections, when he incited a Hindu mob to violently remove a group of Muslims who
were blocking a road in north-east Delhi in protest against the CAA. Addressing the peaceful
protest, Mishra issued an inflammatory ultimatum: “If the roads are not cleared … we will be forced
to hit the streets.” Stone pelting began between Muslims and Hindus, which quickly descended into
the violence that spread through the city.
But these riots were not simply neighbours turning against neighbours. Last Sunday, false rumours
of a Muslim uprising spread across rightwing Hindu social media, alleging dozens of mosques in
Delhi had announced over loudspeakers that they would throw all Hindus out of Delhi and that the
police had arrested 32 imams. It prompted many outside Delhi to comment that they would come
out to “teach our Muslim brothers a lesson”.
They kicked my stomach and my whole body. I pleaded with them not to harm my
baby, but they kept kicking
Muskan, 20, victim of the mob
Soon after, residents in Mustafabad, an area right on the edge of Delhi badly affected by the riots,
reported seeing Hindu youths armed with machetes, metal rods and wooden sticks coming in
trucks from the neighbouring states of Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. “We all saw truckloads of these
mobs coming over the border from Uttar Pradesh, it was outsiders who came in and incited the
violence,” said Shoaib Alam, 32. “And that then stirred up local people.”
Uttar Pradesh, whose BJP chief minister is the firebrand Hindu nationalist and openly Islamaphobic
Yogi Adityanath, is a notorious hotbed of criminal activity and lawlessness. Uttar Pradesh has also
been the state accused of carrying out some of the worst state-sponsored attacks, detention and
torture of Muslims in a crackdown against the anti-CAA protests.
“I have not the slightest doubt that this was not a chance, spontaneous riot,” said Harsh Mander, an
author and activist who is director of the Centre for Equity Studies, a Delhi research organisation. “It
was certainly orchestrated and built up as part of the politics of the ruling party. I think the BJP were
unnerved by the scale of the protest against the citizenship amendment law and, more specifically,
that it was Hindus and Muslims coming out together in the resistance.

“It was only a matter of time before they would try and convert it into a Hindu-Muslim violent riot and
encourage the most primal kind of hatred that wins them support. And after their defeat in the Delhi
election, it seems this was an outlet for all the hatred they built up.”
Government spokesman Raveesh Kumar denied that the Modi government had inflamed religious
tensions or had any role in the riots. “These are factually inaccurate and misleading, and appear to
be aimed at politicising the issue,” he said.
In al-Hind hospital, a cramped and basic medical facility in Mustafabad which was on the frontline
of the violence, Dr Meeraj Ekram looked shellshocked as he spoke of the more than 500 victims
that had come through its doors since the riots began. Mainly they had gunshot wounds, but there
were also stabbings, acid burns and mutilated genitalia. Police were not allowing ambulances into
Mustafabad to rescue the wounded, and hundreds of patients lay on the floor.

Burnt out shops in Delhi after the riots. Photograph: Money Sharma/AFP via Getty Images
“The injuries we were seeing were horrifying; I have never seen such terrible things in my whole
life,” said Ekram. Muskan, a 20-year-old Muslim girl who was eight months pregnant, lay in a critical
condition in a hospital bed after she was set upon by a Hindu mob. “They threw me to the ground,
kicked my stomach and my whole body,” she whispered. “I pleaded with them not to harm my baby,
I said ‘please, please’ over and over, but they kept kicking.”
Also among the patients brought into al-Hind on Tuesday night were two local imams. With a
grimace, Ekram showed photos of the imam of Shiv Vihar mosque, whose face had been badly
disfigured. When men had entered the mosque, the imam had attempted to run away but had been
caught by the mobs, who threw a bucket of acid into his face.
Mufti Mohammad Tahir, the imam of Farooqia mosque, near Mustafabad, suffered a similar fate.
He told the Observer how he had locked himself in an upper room of the mosque when the riots
broke out. But police broke down the door, dragged him out and handed him to the waiting Hindu
mobs, who beat him unconscious, smashing his limbs. The mosque was torched: shelves of
dozens of blackened qu’rans lined one wall and a bowl containing burned fragments of Islamic
religious scripture sat on a table.
Many who witnessed the riots claim that police stood by as Muslims were attacked or helped the
Hindu mobs. Most of those who called the police for help did so in vain.
While the Delhi government is controlled by the progressive Aam Aadmi party (AAP), the Delhi
police are under the control of the BJP minister for home affairs, Amit Shah. The police have said
the focus of their investigation into the riots is on local Muslim leaders, while no BJP leaders have
been charged. Delhi police were not available for comment.
Even the local politician for Mustafabad, the AAP’s Haji Yunus, described how the police ignored
his requests for help. “I made several calls to the police station and they did nothing to help,” he
said. “My entire government felt helpless, there was no way for us get the situation under control.

There was no effort from police at all for at least two days. The police were not even allowing the
ambulances through to carry out the injured people.”

Yunus said that the hatred stirred up by the BJP in the Delhi elections should be investigated. “The
BJP did not think they could be defeated so badly in the election and so after they lost, they let out
their frustration this way.”
Yet the prospect of holding Delhi police to account for their role in the riots through the legal system
looks increasingly unlikely. Justice S Muralidhar, a judge in the Delhi high court, openly condemned
the actions of the police and government last Wednesday at a hearing into the riots. But by
Thursday morning, the judge was transferred to another court and the case was taken from him.
The new judge gave the government four weeks to respond to the charges.
But for all the tales of discord, dozens of accounts were also given to the Observer of how Sikh and
Hindu families helped save their Muslim neighbours, sheltering them in their homes as the violence
broke out or helping them escape as the mobs descended.
One Hindu man, who asked to remain anonymous for fear of retaliation, spoke of how he secretly
escorted seven Muslim families to safety in Shiv Vihar.
“I formed a small group involving a few other elderly Hindu neighbours and we managed to thwart
the planned attacks on those Muslim households,” he said.
Meanwhile, in the Hindu-majority neighbourhood of Gokalpuri, a Sikh father, Mohinder Singh, 53,
and his son Inderjit used their motorcycles to rescue around 70 Muslim men and children, the

youngest just nine years old. They had been trapped in the mosque and madrasa, as a mob
roamed the streets outside. Singh took the children two at a time on his bike, putting turbans on
their heads as a disguise.
“I did not see if they were Muslim or Hindu, I did this for humanity,” said Mohinder. “I had to save
them.”
Majinder Singh Sirsa, a Sikh leader in Delhi, said the community had opened up its gurdwaras for
shelter, but had been attacked by hardline Hindu and Muslim groups for doing so. “We do feel the
pain because we were also targeted 35 years ago,” he said, referring to the anti-Sikh pogroms in
Delhi in 1984 where more than 3,000 Sikhs were killed. “Back then, Delhi was burning and
humanity died. This week, it has happened once again.”
Shaikh Azizur Rahman contributed to this report

When disinformation is rampant...
... it can swing an election and undermine democracy. In 2020 that threat is real. Academics and
experts warn that this year’s election will see a wave of disinformation from domestic actors who
have learned from foreign interference in 2016. This year’s tsunami of fake news may well be
homegrown as agents seek to sow lies and stir division.
Hyper-partisan news sources, factories of disinformation and a deluge of fake news on social
media are no basis on which to inform the American public in 2020. There has never been a greater
need for a robust, independent press guided first and foremost by the truth. With your support we
can continue to provide fact-based reporting that provides clarity in the face of confusion.
Our journalism is free and open for all, but it's made possible thanks to the support we receive from
readers like you across America in all 50 states. None of this would have been attainable without
our readers’ generosity – your financial support has meant we can keep investigating,
disentangling and interrogating. It has protected our independence, which has never been so
critical. We are so grateful.

A municipal worker stands next to rubble on a street vandalized in New Delhi last month.
Communal violence in India's capital killed more than 50 and injured more than 200 as President
Trump was visiting the country. The violent clashes between Hindu and Muslim mobs were the
capital's worst communal riots in decades and saw shops, Muslim shrines and public vehicles go
up in flames.

Charred cars are parked in northeastern Delhi after mobs set fire to the area during Hindu-Muslim
riots
Lauren Frayer/NPR

A stone pelter during Delhi riots: Reuters

What happened in Delhi was no ordinary riot. Its immediate provocation was toothless Muslim
grandmothers and harried housewives sitting in peaceful protest. This riot has to be seen in the
larger context of BJP’s selfprofessed goal of establishing a Hindu majoritarian nation. TikTok
exploded with Hindu teenage angst.
This was also no ordinary riot because it was Independent India’s first digital riot, broadcast live on
our phones. There was nothing that was hidden. It was left to the people to make up their minds as
to who did what and when.
If Muslims hitting the streets in December marked a turning point, Muslims picking up the gun
marks yet another, in the post-BJP era. Both events have been turned to its advantage by the BJP.
The gulf widens
The Hindu voter is now convinced more than ever that the Muslim is ‘kattar’ and has to be ‘taught a
lesson.’ “Kaato, nahin to kat jaoge,” said a BJP spokesperson. In this time of Hindu resurgence and
hate, the question for the Indian Muslim is: Where do I go from here? The judiciary, the police, the
government and the Hindus of India are against them.
Kejriwal, it turns out, was, for all this while, more intent in grabbing a slice of the Hindutva political
pie. Secularism is dead and buried
Delhi riots: Homes of most Muslims lie charred in deserted Shiv Vihar
We dialled 100, but no one came to our rescue. How did they have so many weapons? How
did they get here when section 144 was in place,” questioned Nazia

Homes of most Muslims lie charred in lanes after lanes in Shiv Vihar. Schools, bakeries, ration
shops and vehicles have been burnt to ashes. More than four masjids were set ablaze and now the
sky can be seen through their fallen roofs. Muslims have fled en masse to the neighbouring
Mustafabad.

A policeman patrolling riot affected areas in NE Delhi on 8 March 2020

A riot affected area in NE Delhi as on 8 March 2020

A riot affected area visible in the lower background near a police station. (8 March
2020)

The burnt Cars in North East Delhi riots at Shiv Vihar

Anti CAA NRC graffiti below Jafrabad metro station (8 March 2020) some other place in NE Delhi
continue to have anti caa signage even after the riots.

This is Tyre Market in Gokal Puri (Gokal Pur) which have been burnt in Delhi Riots. this market is
very near to Gokal puri metro station and next to Dayalpur Police Station.

The Rajdhani Public Sr. Sec. School broken by mob in North East Delhi Riots 2020 at Shiv
Vihar.[1]

This is the picture of burnt Cars at Shiv Vihar.

The Auliya Mosque near the entrance to Shiv Vihar burnt by mob in North East Delhi
Riot.

The burnt Gym at Shiv Vihar.

The burnt Gym at Shiv Vihar.

This is the picture of burnt shops at Shiv Vihar.

Indian Muslim man reacts as he looks at a burnt market clashes in New Delhi ( EPA )

Muslim homes and businesses stand broken and charred next to attacked mosque
Adam Withnall/The Independent

Flags can be seen on the burnt-out mosque’s minaret in the Ashok Nagar
neighbourhood

Muslim homes and businesses stand broken and charred next to attacked mosque
Adam Withnall/The Independent

World News
February 28, 2020 / 1:58 AM /
Indian police detain hundreds after Hindu-Muslim clashes in New Delhi
Aftab Ahmed

A woman sitting with her husband and their child reacts next to damaged property after their house
was burnt by a mob on Tuesday in a riot affected area after clashes erupted between people
demonstrating for and against a new citizenship law in New Delhi, India, February 28, 2020.
REUTERS/Adnan Abidi
UN application after Delhi violence
Since the passage of the CAA on December 11, hundreds of thousands of people across India, led
mainly by Muslims and students, have been protesting against the legislation.
So far, the violence against the law has killed more than 75 people across the country.
Last week, in the worst communal violence in decades in the national capital, at least 47 people
were killed and more than a 100 wounded as groups chanting Hindu nationalist slogans torched
mosques and dozens of Muslim houses.
Many Muslims abandoned their homes in the areas hit by the violence and took refuge in shelters
set up by voluntary relief workers or moved to their relatives' houses.
The violence took place after a series of hate speeches were made by the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders, some of whom warned Muslims to wind down peaceful sit-ins or face
consequences.
Videos shared on social media showed Delhi Police officials forcing injured Muslim men to sing the
national anthem, and in some cases, smashing CCTV cameras in violence-affected areas.
Unfazed by criticism, India's Hindu nationalist Prime Minister Narendra Modi last month said his
government stands by its CAA decision "despite all the pressure".

SOURCE: Al Jazeera News

Timeline

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_Delhi_riots

23 February and incitement
On 23 February between 3.30 p.m. and 4 p.m., Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Kapil Mishra
and his supporters reached a protest site at Maujpur Chowk "to give an answer to Jaffrabad
[blockade]". Mishra then spoke out in a rally against the CAA protesters and threatened to take
matters into his own hands if the police failed to disperse the protesters from the Jaffrabad and
Chand Bagh areas in three days' time. This has been widely reported to be the major inciting
factor: however, Mishra rejects the allegations.
At approximately 4 p.m., protesters were reported to have hurled stones at the pro-CAA gathering
at Maujpur Chowk and near a temple. Between 9 to 11 p.m. clashes broke out between the
anti-CAA and pro-CAA demonstrators in Karawal Nagar, Maujpur Chowk, Babarpur and Chand
Bagh. Vehicles gutted and shops destroyed. Police used baton charge and tear gas to disperse
the crowd.

24 February
On the morning of 24 February, a pro-CAA mob arrived at an anti-CAA protest site at Jaffrabad and
refused to leave until the anti-CAA protesters left the area. At around 12:30 p.m., protesters
wearing masks and waving swords clashed with the police force. By afternoon, violent clashes
broke out in several areas of North East Delhi, including in the Gokulpuri and Kardampuri areas.
There was heavy stone pelting and vandalism of property. The police used tear gas and lathi
charge against the protesters in the Chand Bagh area, where protesters, identified to be anti-CAA,
attacked the police by throwing stones and firing guns at them. A head constable, Ratan Lal, died
of a bullet injury in this clash.
In Bhajanpura, in afternoon a group numbering around 2000 attacked a petrol pump, chanting
slogans of Āzādī (transl. 'Freedom') and carrying petrol bombs, sticks and weapons. They attacked
the owner and employees of the petrol pump with sticks, burning vehicles and petrol tanks after
looting available cash

Violence was also reported from the areas of Seelampur, Jaffrabad, Maujpur, Kardampuri,
Babarpur, Gokulpuri and Shivpuri. Section 144 (ban on assembly) was imposed in all the affected
areas but to little effect. In Jaffrabad, a man, allegedly linked with the anti-CAA side, opened fire at
the police, before being arrested days later in Uttar Pradesh.
In Shiv Vihar, in the afternoon, several shops and homes owned by Hindus were torched by a
Muslim mob. Later, mutilated bodies of workers were recovered from the site. A massive parking lot
with 170 cars was burned by a mob. In the evening around 8:30 p.m., a tyre market (predominantly
owned by Muslims) was set on fire with the screaming of "Jai Shri Ram" being heard Later that
night, at around 10:30 p.m., a mob beat Monu Kumar and his father Vinod Kumar with sticks,
stones and swords while screaming "Allahu akbar". Vinod Kumar died on the spot On that day,
five people died including a police constable and four civilians.
Three thousand five hundred emergency calls were made to the police control room that day. The
Delhi Fire Service stated that it had attended 45 calls from areas in northeast Delhi and three
firemen were injured, on 24 February. While attending calls, a fire engine was attacked with stones,
while another fire engine was set on fire by rioters

25 February
On 25 February, stone pelting was reported from Maujpur, Brahampuri and other neighbouring
areas. Around 5 AM in Brahmpuri, Atul Kumar was shot during a morning walk. Rapid Action Force
were deployed in the worst affected areas It was a full-blown riot with intense religious
sloganeering and violence from both sides.
In Ashok Nagar, a mosque was vandalized and a Hanuman flag was placed on one of the minarets
of the mosque. It was also reported that prayer mats of the mosque were burnt and torn pages from
the Quran were strewn outside the mosque. A mob sloganeering Jai Śrī Rām (transl. "Hail Lord
Rama") and Hind kā Hindustān (transl. "India for Hindus") marched around the mosque before
setting it on fire and looting adjacent shops and houses. According to local residents, the attackers
did not belong to the area After the first wave of violence by rioters, the police evacuated Muslim
residents and took them to the police station. While the residents were away, a second mosque in
Ashok Nagar and a third in Brijpuri were also torched along with a three-storey house and eight
shops in the vicinity; the rioters could not be identified. Another mosque was vandalised in
Gokulpuri.
At 3 p.m. in Durgapuri, Hindu and Muslim mobs clashed, pelting stones and shooting at each other.
The rioters sported tilaka on their foreheads, and shouted religious slogans whilst shops and
vehicles belonging to Muslims were exclusively torched. ] Police were not present initially in the
area and arrived almost an hour later.
At Gamri extension, a Hindu mob attacked a lane, and an 85-year-old woman was burnt to death
when her house was set on fire. ] In Karawal Nagar, acid was thrown by protesters on the
paramilitary personnel, who were deployed in the area to maintain law and order. People wielding
sticks and iron rods were reported to be roaming streets in the areas of Bhajanpura, Chand Bagh
and Karawal Nagar localities.
By 9:30 p.m., it was reported that 13 people died due to violence. Among the injured, more than
70 people suffered gunshot injuries. At 10 p.m., shoot at sight orders were given to police in the
riot-affected area.
The dead body of Ankit Sharma, a trainee driver in the Intelligence Bureau at Chanakyapuri, was
found in a drain in Jaffrabad, a day after he went missing. The circumstances leading to his death
are under investigation, with a lot of confusion regarding them. According to a post-mortem

report, he was repeatedly stabbed, leading to his death. Tahir Hussain, who was an Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillor, was arrested for allegedly murdering Sharma.
Seven thousand five hundred emergency calls were made to the police control room throughout the
day, the highest in the week.

26 February
The National Security Advisor of India, Ajit Doval, visited violence-affected areas of North East
Delhi in the evening. However, reports of violence, arson and mob lynching emerged from Karawal
Nagar, Maujpur and Bhajanpura later that night.
One thousand, five hundred emergency calls were made to the police control room that day.
Complaints of delayed post-mortem reports were aired from several hospitals while witnesses and
affected individuals who claimed to be civilians gave statements. Some of them blamed Kapil
Mishra for the riots while one individual stated that a mob attacked them with stones and swords
while chanting the Takbir.

27 February

Burnt shops at Shiv Vihar
In Shiv Vihar, between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m., clashes were reported. Three injured persons were
reported, one of whom had bullet wounds. A godown, two shops, and a motorcycle were torched.

28 February
A 60-year-old rag picker, who had stepped out of home assuming the situation had normalized,
was attacked and died on way to the hospital due to head injuries.

29 February

With no fresh cases of violence reported to the police on the day, the situation was said to be
returning to normal with some shops reopening. 13 cases were registered against people posting
provocative content on social media. Sri Sri Ravi Shankar visited riot-affected areas like
Brahmapuri.

1 March
On 1 March, three more corpses were found, increasing the number of dead in the riots to 46. Two
of the bodies were found in Bhagirathi Vihar canal while another was found in a canal at Gokalpuri.
Muslim and Hindu residents of Jaffrabad organised a peace march together.

Attacks on journalists
Several incidents of mobs attacking journalists were reported during the riots. A journalist of JK
24x7 News was shot by Anti-CAA protestors on 25 February while reporting in the Maujpur area.
Two journalists of NDTV along with a cameraman were attacked by the mob while they were
recording the torching of a mosque in the area. One of the journalists sustained severe injuries. A
journalist involved in the same incident had to intervene and convince the mob that the journalists
were Hindus to save them from further assault.
On 25 February, a photojournalist for The Times of India was heckled by the Hindu Sena members
while taking pictures of a building that had been set on fire. The group tried to put a "tilak on his
forehead" claiming that it will "make his job easier" as he could then be identified as a Hindu by the
rioters. They questioned his intentions of taking pictures of the building on fire and further
threatened to remove his pants to reveal that he is not circumcised, as evidence of being a Hindu.
The reporter was later approached by another rioter who demanded him to prove his religion.
Several journalists shared their experience with rioters on Twitter. A journalist of Times Now
tweeted that she was attacked by pro-CAA and right-wing protesters. She said that she had to
plead with the mob, who were carrying stones and sticks, to escape from the site. Journalists of
Reuters, India Today CNN-News18[103] too stated that they were assaulted.
The Hindustan Times reported that a motorcycle, which belonged to one of its photographers who
was documenting the violence in Karawal Nagar, was set on fire by a masked mob. After torching
the motorcycle, the mob threatened, assaulted him and seized the memory card in his camera.
They asked for his official identity card and took a photograph of it before letting him leave.
The Editors Guild of India issued a statement on 25 February expressing concern about the attacks
on journalists as an assault on freedom of the press in India. They urged the Home Ministry and the
Delhi Police to investigate the incidents and bring the perpetrators to justice.

Local opposition to the riots
Further information: Hindu-Muslim unity and Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb
ThePrint journalists, who covered the incidents, reported that the people of the localities were
confident that their neighbours did not engage in violence against them. Rather they blamed the
"outsiders" The neighbourhood between Jaffrabad and Maujpur, which has a mixed population of
Hindus and Muslims, demonstrated unity by guarding one another and barricading the gate to
prevent outside mobs from entering and destroying the communal harmony that exists there. In
the area of Mustafabad, Hindus and Muslims joined together to keep guard to prevent miscreants
to enter the area

Some Hindu families worked to protect their Muslim friends and neighbours amidst the riots by
inviting them into their homes for a few days until the riots calmed down. Premkanth Baghel, a
local Hindu, rescued his Muslim friends from their burning house, causing himself to suffer 70%
TBSA burns In the area of Chand Bagh, some Muslims visited their Hindu neighbours and
assured their safety. At the Mandir Masjid Marg of Noor-e-Ilahi, Muslims gathered around
Hanuman Mandir, the Hindu temple, to protect it from being damaged while Hindus did the same
for Azizya Masjid, a mosque in the area
Mohinder Singh and his son Inderjit Singh rescued around seventy Muslims from a mosque and a
madrasa that were surrounded by a mob, by transporting them to safety on their motorcycle, giving
safe passage to two children at a time. ] Akali Dal leader and former MLA, Majinder Singh Sirsa,
opened up his gurudwara to those seeking shelter amidst the rioting
On 1 March, Muslim and Hindu residents of Jaffrabad organised a peace march together.[117]

Handling of the riots by emergency services
Delhi Police
The Delhi Police's ability to maintain the law and order and bring the peace back in riot-affected
areas has been questioned by multiple sources. The police took no action even though present
when the violence resulted in murders. They remained lax in deploying policemen on 23 February,
when multiple intelligence reports requested more forces to prevent the tense situation (created by
Mishra's speech) from escalating further. Victims of the riot reported that the police did not respond
promptly when called, claiming that the officers were busy. Other reports also suggested that the
police encouraged rioters and physically attacked residents of riot-affected areas, going on to shoot
people randomly. The police, however, denied these assertions.
A video shared on social media on 26 February showed a group of men being assaulted by the
police as they lay on the ground, forcibly singing the national anthem of India and "Vande Mataram"
on the demands of the policemen. The families of the men claimed that they were detained in the
lockup for two days and beaten further. One of them, Faizan, was admitted in the neurosurgery
wing of LNJP Hospital and died on 29 February from critical gunshot wounds. Another was reported
to have suffered serious injuries.
The lack of the police's prompt response may be attributed to the large police force deployed to line
the roads for the visit of the United States President Donald Trump. The police had reportedly
informed the Ministry of Home Affairs of the shortfall of policeman available for immediately
controlling the violence, but this was denied by the Ministry
When the Delhi High Court bench, on 27 February, ordered the Delhi Police to file FIRs against the
people whose speeches triggered the riots, the police and the government remarked that they had
consciously not done so, citing that arresting them would not restore immediate peace. They further
informed the court that they would need more time to investigate the matter.
When a team of lawyers visited Jagatpuri police station to visit the anti-CAA protestors detained by
the police, they were reportedly abused by police personnel. ] The lawyers then wrote to the Delhi
commissioner of police, demanding action against the officer who assaulted them

Delhi Health Services
The Jan Swasthya Abhiyaan (JSA), a public health advocacy group, compiled a report on the
information gathered by their volunteers working in the hospitals during the riots. The report, titled
The Role of Health Systems in Responding to Communal Violence in Delhi and released on 2

March, alleged that doctors had harassed the victims by referring to them as terrorists, and had
asked victims if they knew the full forms of "NRC" and "CAA". The report documented instances of
negligence, denying victims treatment in some cases, while disregarding the safety of patients in
others. Multiple cases were reportedly rejected for not having the required medico legal case
documentation. It was also alleged that the doctors did not provide detailed reports of the injuries
and autopsies to the victims and their families.
The report indicated that citizens had grown fearful of government services such as ambulances
and government hospitals, with victims taking private vehicles to go to private hospitals, due to the
treatment and abuse that they had received from the police. This problem compounded the
existing issues of the mobs not allowing ambulances near the riot-affected areas. In some areas,
primary health centres and hospitals remained closed throughout the riots, either due to the
violence or due to lack of medical facilities available at the grassroots level even before the riots
began. Families of the victims also reported delayed post-mortem reports from several hospitals.

Reaction and response
Reactions
On 25 February the Chief Minister of Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal stated that the Police, despite its efforts,
was unable to control the violence and requested the Army's assistance in stopping the violence as
the number of deaths climbed to 23.
AAP leader Sanjay Singh released a video in which BJP MLA from Laxmi Nagar, Abhay Verma,
was seen leading crowds that raised slogans Pulis k hatyār k , g lī mār sāl k (transl. "Shoot
the bastards who murdered the policemen"), J Hind hit kī bāt kar gā, vahī d ś p rāj kar gā
(transl. "Whoever talks about the welfare of Hindus, only they will rule the country") and Jai Śrī Rām
(transl. "Hail Lord Rama"). Singh accused Home Minister Amit Shah of holding an "all-party
meeting, pretending to restore peace and their MLA is engaged in inciting riots." Verma meanwhile
defended himself claiming the slogans were raised by civilians. ]
Indian National Congress president Sonia Gandhi held a press conference at which she said that
Shah should resign for failing to stop the violence. She asked for the deployment of an adequate
number of security forces. Gandhi's press conference was followed by a press conference by
Prakash Javadekar; he said that there is "selective silence" from AAP and Congress and he added
that they are politicising violence
After three days of violence with 20 deaths, the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, shared a
message on Twitter asking people to maintain peace. Commentators said that he reacted only after
the departure of President Trump, whom he had been hosting on a state visit while the riots began.
On 26 February, the US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) conveyed
"grave concern" over the riots and requested the Indian government to provide protection to people,
no matter which faith they belonged to. US Senator and 2020 US presidential candidate Bernie
Sanders and other American politicians expressed their concerns over the events. In response, on
27 February 2020, the Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson, Raveesh Kumar, stated that these
remarks were "factually inaccurate", "misleading" and "aimed at politicising the issue" BJP
general secretary BL Santhosh threatened Sanders with election interference due to his
condemnation The US issued a travel advisory for its citizens to exercise caution.[146]
On 27 February, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet stated
"Indians in huge numbers, and from all communities, have expressed—in a mostly peaceful
manner—their opposition to the Act, and support for the country's long tradition of secularism,".
She expressed concern on the citizenship law and reports of "police inaction" during the communal

attacks in Delhi Twelve eminent citizens of Bangladesh also expressed grave concern over the
communal clashes on that day. They expressed fear that India's failure to handle the situation could
create a volatile environment in its neighbouring countries, which could destroy peace, democracy,
development and communal harmony in the region. The Governor of Meghalaya, Tathagata Roy,
wanted lessons to be learned from Deng Xiaoping's handling of the 1989 Tiananmen Square
protests for ways to handle the riots.
On February 27 2020, Turkey President Erdogan criticised the violence. He said "India right now
has become a country where massacres are widespread. What massacres? Massacres of Muslims.
By who? Hindus"
On 2 March, the Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamata Banerjee alleged that Delhi riot was
"planned genocide". ]
On 5th March 2020, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamanei had asked the Indian
Government to confront extremist Hindus and their parties and stop the massacre of Muslims of
India ] in order to prevent India's isolation from the world of Islam.

Response by the government
On 24 February 2020, the Ministry of Home Affairs stated that the violence appeared orchestrated
to coincide with President Donald Trump's February 24–25, 2020 visit to India.[152] The Ministry
also refused to bring in the Army to control the riots and stated that the number of central forces
and policemen on the ground was adequate. More than 6,000 police and paramilitary personnel
were deployed in the area.

Home Ministry's meeting
On the morning of 25 February 2020, the Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal chaired an urgent meeting
of all party MLAs from the violence-hit areas and senior officials. Several MLAs raised concerns on
the lack of deployment of enough policemen. The concerns were raised by Kejriwal in the
subsequent meeting chaired by Home Minister Shah and attended by Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
Anil Baijal and senior police officials. The meeting concluded with the decision to take all possible
steps to contain violence. Kejriwal stated that Shah had assured the availability of an adequate
number of policemen.
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval was given the responsibility of restoring peace in the region.
On 26 February, Doval travelled to the violence-hit regions and talked to locals, assuring them of
normalcy

Reliefs
On 27 February, Kejriwal announced free treatment for the injured in government as well as private
hospitals under the Farishta scheme. The government had made arrangements with the help of
NGOs to supply food in areas where a curfew had been imposed. He also announced a
compensation amount of ₹1 million (US$14,000) to affected people, ₹100,000 (US$1,400)
ex-gratia, and ₹500,000 (US$7,000) in the case of a death of a minor. He also announced that the
Delhi government had set up nine shelters for the people affected by the riots. For people whose
houses were completely burnt, immediate assistance of ₹25,000 (US$350) was announced.
Food and other relief materials were distributed with the help of Resident welfare associations and
NGOs. BJP leaders Tajinder Bagga and Kapil Mishra collected ₹7.1 million (US$100,000) for the
Hindu victims of Delhi riots via crowdfunding.

Investigation
On 27 February 2020, Delhi Police informed that two Special Investigation Teams (SIT) were
formed to investigate the violence. DCP Joy Tirkey and DCP Rajesh Deo were appointed head of
these SITs respectively, along with four Assistant Commissioners in each team. Additional
Commissioner of crime branch, B.K. Singh is supervising the work of the SITs. On 28 February
2020, the police also informed forensic science teams who visited the crime scenes to collect
evidence.
As of 28 February 2020, police had registered 123 FIRs and around 600 individuals involved in the
violence were taken into custody.[9] Some activists were charged with offences under Indian Penal
code and the Arms Act. Their friends and relatives alleged that they were tortured in custody.

Supreme Court hearing
Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar Azad Ravan, along with former Chief Information Commissioner
Wajahat Habibullah and social activist Syed Bahadur Abbas Naqvi, filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court seeking direction to the police to file reports over cases of violence that occurred since the
night of 23 February. His petition also accused Mishra of "inciting and orchestrating the riots".[163]
The plea was filed through Advocate Mehmood Pracha, in an intervention in a matter relating to
removal of protesters from the public road in Shaheen Bagh and is scheduled for hearing on 26
February.
On 26 February, while hearing the issue, the Supreme Court criticized Delhi Police for not doing
enough to stop the inflammatory speech and the violence. The bench, consisting of Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and K. M. Joseph, slammed the police for lack of "professionalism" and questioned
why the police had to wait for orders to act during such law and order situation The court added
that the violence could have been prevented if the police had taken the necessary action on the
people who incited violence. The Supreme Court did not entertain any plea on the Delhi incidents
as the case is being heard in the Delhi High Court

High Court hearing
A plea was filed in the Delhi High Court, seeking police reports and arrests of the people involved in
the violence It was to be received for an urgent hearing on 25 February. However, the court
stated that the plea would be heard on 26 February. The plea filed by activists Harsh Mander and
Farah Naqvi also asked for a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to investigate the incident, in
addition to compensation for those killed and injured. It also requested for the deployment of the
Indian Army to maintain law and order in the affected areas of Delhi

Court hearing on 26 February
At midnight on 26 February, the court bench consisting of Justices S. Muralidhar and Talwant Singh,
heard the plea to provide the safe passage to the riot victims to reach their nearest government or
private hospitals Following this, the court ordered the police to safeguard and help all victims to
reach their nearest hospitals. The bench also directed the police to submit a report of compliance
that would include information about the injured victims and the treatments offered to them. The
same was to be placed before the court for the following hearing date
In the morning during the hearing, the court asked the DCP of crime branch, Rajesh Deo, and the
Solicitor General of India, Tushar Mehta, if they had watched the inflammatory speech given by
Kapil Mishra. In response, DCP Deo surprised the court by saying he did not watch the video of
Mishra but watched videos of Anurag Thakur and Parvesh Verma. The Court then played the

video clip of Kapil Mishra's speech, going on to direct the police to decide within 24 hours on filing
cases related to the hate speeches made by the four BJP leaders, Kapil Mishra, Anurag Thakur,
Parvesh Verma and Abhay Verma The bench had expressed "anguish" over the inability of Delhi
Police to control the riots and its failure to file FIRs against the BJP leaders for their hate speeches.
It was noted that Delhi could not be allowed to repeat incidents like the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.

Transfer of Justice Muralidhar
On the late night of 26 February, Justice S. Muralidhar who presided over the plea hearing, was
transferred to Punjab and Haryana High Court. He was transferred on the same day he condemned
the Delhi Police for its failure in controlling the riots or filing cases against BJP leader for hate
speech. However, official sources said this was a routine transfer which had been recommended
by the Supreme Court a fortnight before. BBC News reported that his "biting comments could
have hastened his transfer". The news of his removal from the case was criticised by many Indians
who expressed concern Congress party called his transfer a move to protect the accused BJP
leaders. ] The Delhi High Court Bar Association criticised the transfer and asked the Supreme
Court collegium to revoke it.

Court hearing under new bench
On 27 February, the court resumed the hearing with a new bench consisting of Chief Justice D.N.
Patel and Justice C. Hari Shankar. During the previous hearing, the Delhi police were given 24
hours to decide on the filing of FIRs over hate speeches by four BJP leaders. The government's
lawyer claimed that the situation was not "conducive" and that the government needed more time
before it could take appropriate action. The new bench accepted the same arguments that the
previous bench had rejected. The new bench agreed to give the government more time to decide
on filing of the cases for hate speech The petitioners' lawyer requested an earlier hearing, citing
the increasing number of deaths, but the court set 13 April as the date of the next hearing.
On 28 February, the court issued notices to Delhi and central governments seeking their responses
on registering FIRs on Congress party leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, and Priyanka Gandhi
on the charges of delivering hate speeches. Hearing another plea, the bench also issued notice to
Delhi police and central government for their response on registering FIR on AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan, actress Swara Bhaskar, activist Harsh Mander and on AIMIM leaders like
Akbaruddin Owaisi, Asaduddin Owaisi, and Waris Pathan. The court later posted the matter to be
heard again on 13 April.
Date
Location

4 December 2019 – present
India
 Introduction of Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019
 Anticipation of implementation of the National Register of Citizens of India
Caused by
 Police brutality at university campuses
 Violent crackdown against protesters

Goals

Methods





Repeal of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019
Halt to the implementation of the National Register of Citizens of India
Independent Judicial probe into various Police departments for police brutality

Protesters: Civil disobedience, demonstrations, Dharna, Gherao, hunger strikes,
Satyagraha, Hartal, vandalism, arsons, stone pelting, hashtag activism, general strike
(Bandh), Shooting
Government: Mass Shooting by police, Riot police, stone pelting, vandalism, lathi
charge, Mass arrest, Internet shutdown, curfew, transport restrictions, water cannon,
imposing ban on assembly (Section 144)

Parties to the civil conflict
Government of India

Indian Army
 Assam Rifles

Central Reserve Police Force

Border Security Force
 Sashastra Seema Bal
 Delhi Police

Uttar Pradesh Police

Karnataka Police
 Assam Police
 various state police forces





Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh[
Vishva Hindu Parishad
Bajrang Dal
Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi Parishad

Supported by:
Bharatiya Janata Party

Multiple groups of citizens throughout India
Students Organisations
 All India Students Federation
 All Assam Students’ Union
 Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad
 Chhatra Bharati
 Pinjra Tod
 Students For Society
 Ambedkar Students Association
 Students Federation of India
 Democratic Youth Federation of India
 National Students' Union of India
 All India Students Association
 All India Democratic Students Organisation
 Krantikari Yuva Sangathan
 Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students' Association
 All India Catholic University Federation
 All Arunachal Pradesh Students' Union
 North East Students' Organisation
 Jawaharlal Nehru University Students' Union
 Students Islamic Organisation of India
 Campus Front of India
 Mizo Zirlai Pawl
 Twipra Students Federation
 All India Sikh Students Federation
 All Idu Mishmi Students Union
 All Tai Ahom Students Union
 Jamia Coordination Committee
Other Organisations
 All India Youth Federation
 Indian Youth Congress
 Bhim Army
 Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti
 Khudai Khidmatgar India
 Assam Sahitya Sabha
 Srimanta Sankaradeva Sangha
 Jamaat-e-Islami Hind
 Popular Front of India
 Welfare Party of India
Supported by:
 Aam Aadmi Party
 All India Trinamool Congress
 Communist Party of India
 Communist Party of India (Marxist)
 Indian National Congress
 Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
 Samajwadi Party
 Rashtriya Lok Dal
 Indian Union Muslim League
 Nationalist Congress Party
 All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
 Rashtriya Janata Dal
 Janata Dal (Secular)
 Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
 Makkal Needhi Maiam
 Swaraj India

Lead figures

Narendra Modi[
(Prime Minister of India)
Amit Shah[
(Minister of Home Affairs)
Nitin Gadkari
(Minister of Road Transport and Highways)
Jagat Prakash Nadda
(Working President of BJP)
Himanta Biswa Sarma
(National convener of NEDA)
Sarbananda Sonowal
(Chief Minister of Assam)
Yogi Adityanath
(Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh)
B. S. Yediyurappa[26]
(Chief Minister of Karnataka

(Non centralised leadership)
Mamata Banerjee[27]
(Chief Minister of West Bengal)
Pinarayi Vijayan
(Chief Minister of Kerala)
Centralised leadership (Politicians and activists)
Kanhaiya Kumar
Kannan Gopinathan
Priyanka Gandhi
Kavita Krishnan
Sitaram Yechury
Asaduddin Owaisi
Yogendra Yadav
Akhil Gogoi (arrested)
Chandrashekhar Azad (arrested)
D. Raja
Binoy Viswam
Rahul Gandhi
Tushar Gandhi
Umar Khalid
Feroze Mithiborwala
(Scholars, writers, artists)
Ramachandra Guha[
Arundhati Roy
Harsh Mander
Javed Akhtar
Varun Grover
Zubeen Garg Swara Bhaskar
Zeeshan Ayyub
Anurag Kashyap
Jay Mala

Ongoing
Section 144, curfew, Internet shutdown imposed in various parts of the country.
Indian Army deployed in Assam.
Paramilitary forces deployed in various parts of the country.





Status

Casualties
Death(s)

65+

Injuries

175

Arrested

3000+[

(reported as of 16 December)
(reported as of 17 December)

Scars of violence haunt India’s capital after deadly riots
By EMILY SCHMALL and SHEIKH SAALIQFebruary 27, 2020
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An Indian paramilitary soldier asks residents to stay indoors as they patrol a street vandalized in
Tuesday's violence in New Delhi, India, Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020. India accused a U.S. government
commission of politicizing communal violence in New Delhi that killed at least 30 people and injured
more than 200 as President Donald Trump was visiting the country. The violent clashes between
Hindu and Muslim mobs were the capital's worst communal riots in decades and saw shops,
Muslim shrines and public vehicles go up in flames. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)

NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s hard-line Hindu nationalists watched anti-government protests
centered in Muslim communities for months in anger that finally boiled over in the worst communal
rioting in New Delhi in decades, leaving 38 people dead and the Indian capital shell-shocked.
Tensions had been building over a new citizenship law that critics see as a threat to India’s secular
society and a way to further marginalize the country’s 200 million Muslims.
As Prime Minister Narendra Modi feted U.S. President Donald Trump on his first state visit to India,
a moment that was supposed to help cement the country’s place on the world stage instead
became an embarrassment.
On Sunday, as Modi prepared for Trump’s arrival, a group of predominantly Muslim protesters
demonstrated in a northeastern corner of the capital against the citizenship law, which fast-tracks
naturalization for some religious minorities from neighboring countries but not Muslims.

Mr. Musharraf’s wife, Mallika, being consoled by their daughter Muskaan in New Delhi on
Thursday.
India is about 80 percent Hindu, 14 percent Muslim, and the areas hardest hit this week have
been a string of hardscrabble, religiously mixed neighborhoods in eastern Delhi, about a half-hour
drive from Mr. Modi’s office.

A mosque burned by rioters in the Mustafabad area of New Delhi on Wednesday.

Image copyright Mansi Thapliyal Image caption Mushtari Khatoon escorted 40 people to safety
from riot-hit areas
He asked to go to a relative's place in a Muslim-dominated lane across the road. When he reached
there with his family, he found 70 men, women and children from 11 local families had already

taken shelter in three tiny rooms. Among them was a young woman who had tied her six-day-old
baby to her waist and jumped three roof tops to safety. All their houses had been destroyed.
The police had helped a few to get to the place, and at least 40 others had been rescued by the
Muslim matriarch of the building in an act of remarkable courage.
"We are still wondering why the police didn't return to the neighbourhood and protect our homes.
Why didn't they call in reinforcements? Was it wilful or did they not have enough forces?" wonders
Fayaz Alam, a distraught young engineer who had come to Delhi to look for a job.

Image copyright Mansi Thapliyal Image caption More than 70 Muslim 'refugees' of the riots are
living in two three small rooms
That is why most of the 70 evacuees in Khajuri Khas owe their lives to Mushtari Khatoon, the frail
woman who mustered up courage to cross the main road, walk into the riot-hit lanes, and escort
Muslim women and children to safety from early in the morning. She braved a seething mob and
went up to the lane "four or five times" to escort them nearly a kilometre to her home. The women
and children hopped from roof to roof until they found a safe building to exit.
Mrs Khatoon ended up saving more lives than the police did.
"We will have to protect ourselves from now on. Delhi will not save us any more," she says. There's
defiance, not resignation, in her voice.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-51719204
Thanking the Hindus and Sikhs of Delhi who protected the Muslims during communal riots

https://theleaders-online.com/thanking-the-hindus-and-sikhs-of-delhi-who-protected-themuslims-during-communal-riots/
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I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my Hindu and Sikh brothers who defended the
persecuted Muslims in Delhi during communal riots, even when their own lives were at stake.
There have been over a hundred accounts of Hindu men and women in Hindu-majority areas
risking their lives to save Muslims. Some of them even died while protecting their Muslim
neighbours from mobs of angry men. They will be remembered as men of kindness and courage,
men who could not bear to look upon tyranny without fighting it. Our nation will remain indebted to
them for their sacrifice. And even though their deaths ache us, they’ve given us reason to smile.

Meanwhile, as the violence escalated, Muslims also granted refuge to their Hindu neighbours in
Muslim-majority areas. As the people caught hold of the rioters who were burning down Muslim
homes, some Muslims displayed remarkable benevolence by protecting the Hindu rioters from
harm and escorting them to safety.
These are the _real _citizens of India—and they make us proud to call ourselves Indians. These
are the real Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims—those who have remained true to their faiths and to their
scriptures. Because no religion advocates the killing of innocent people of other faiths. The Qur’an
says, “If anyone kills a person, unless it be for murder or for spreading corruption in the land, it is as
though he has killed mankind entirely. And if anyone saves a person, it is as if he has saved
mankind entirely…”
Al Qur’an 5:32
So if the BJP government’s objective was to destroy the bond between the Muslims and Hindus of
India, they’ve failed spectacularly. While the government did succeed in instigating a large number
of otherwise innocent people to commit terrible acts of violence (most of whom came in from
outside Delhi), it also united fair-minded people of all religions under one banner of peace. It is truly
heartwarming to witness the kindness, compassion and selflessness that have flooded our nation in
the wake of the unrest—when our country needed these traits the most.
Dr Zakir Naik is a prominent Islamic preacher

Students and activists shout slogans and hold placards during a protest against the Indian
government’s Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) at the University Campus of Mumbai on
December 16, 2019. Punit Paranjpe/AFP via Getty ImagesThanking the Hindus and Sikhs of Delhi who
protected the Muslims during communal riots
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REACTIONS
A
SHANKARACHARYA OF DWARAKA
BJP, RSS caused biggest damage to Hinduism in recent times, says
Shankaracharya Swaroopanand Saraswati
Shankaracharya Swaroopandanda Saraswati of Dwarka Peeth told India Today that the BJP
and RSS have caused the biggest damage to the ideals of Hinduism in the recent years.

Commenting on the role BJP and RSS are playing in increasing communal tensions in the country,
Shankaracharya Swaroopanand Saraswati of Dwarka Peeth told India Today that the BJP and
RSS have caused the biggest damage to the ideals of Hinduism in the recent years.
He further said that it is surprising that the RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat does not know anything
about Hinduism.
"Bhagwat says that Hindu marriage is a contract, whereas Hindu marriages are solemnized for life.
Bhagwat says anyone who is born in India is Hindu, then what would someone who was born in
England or America from Hindu parents be," the Shankaracharya asked.
Answering a question, he said that the BJP leaders are the biggest exporters of beef and it is the
same two-faced BJP that is purportedly against cow slaughter, calling beef export a blot on the face
of India. He asked if the BJP has kept any of the promises it made to the country. He demanded to
know if the Article 370 has been removed from Kashmir, have the youngsters of the country been
given gainful employment, have the poor of India been given the Rs 15 lakh they were promised,
has the Ram temple been constructed in Ayodhya. He said that these are the questions that the
BJP leaders, including PM Modi, fail to answer now, but these were all the promises they had made
when they were campaigning for elections in 2014.
Commenting on the life sentence given to Asaram in rape case, the Shankaracharya said, "Asaram
got the punishment under the law, but he still has to face the punishment according to the religion.
Not only Asaram, but his son Narain Swami should also be given the strictest punishment. There
was no place for such self-styled godmen in Hinduism and such people will continue to proliferate
till the public continued to be fooled by them."
Asked about his comments on taxing religious institutions, the Seer opined that the government
should first control its own expenses before adding taxes on the public. The MPs and MLAs should
cut down their salaries before they vote for taxing the common man.

B

Bengal BJP leader Chandra Bose upset after party flag
shows up on Netaji statue, may quit over CAA
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/netaji-subhash-bose-bjp-leader-chandra-bose-upset-with-bjp1639362-2020-01-23

A photo of a statue of Netaji Subhash Bose holding a BJP has led to a controversy in Bengal. The
photograph has not gone down too well with his grandnephew and Bengal BJP leader Chandra
Kumar Bose.
Criticising his party's stand on the contentious Citizenship Act, Chandra Bose said if the party
doesn't change the citizenship law, he may have to rethink his decision to remain in BJP.
The picture of the Netaji statue is from Nadia district and is now being widely circulated in the state.
Bengal BJP vice president Chandra Bose said, "Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was certainly a
political person but he was much above party politics. I don't think any political party today deserves
Netaji Subhas Bose. They can't own Netaji but putting a party flag on his statue. This is highly
improper and I condemn it. I think Dilip Ghosh, the state BJP president, should immediately look
into the matter."

Recently, Chandra Bose had also raised concerns over an "atmosphere of fear" being spread with
the Citizenship Act (CAA).
Chandra Bose had urged the Centre to grant citizenship even to Muslims under the amended
Citizenship Act.
Bose said, "I support the CAA with certain minor modifications. Mahatma Gandhi had said that we
must give refuge to people who have been persecuted in our neighbouring countries. But Gandhiji
never mentioned any religion. He mentioned all persecuted people. So if we actually have to follow
Gandhiji by the letters then we need to follow all that he actually said."
He added, "The entire opposition campaign would be dismissed in a few seconds if the government
of India rectifies and modifies the CAA by stating persecuted persons will be considered for
citizenship in India."
"Home Minister has always stated that CAA does not involve religion. So if it is not based on any
religion I think we need to be transparent and very specific about it. There is a lot of confusion

regarding this. When I joined the Bharatiya Janata Party in January 2016, my discussions with
Narendra Modi ji and home minister Amit Shah Ji was that I would do politics on the basis of Netaji
Subhas Bose's ideology which is inclusive and secular and I will not digress from Netaji's directions.
It still holds. If it doesn't, I will have to rethink my future in The BJP," said Chandra Bose.

C

Iran’s Supreme Leader
ALI KHAMENEI
on Thursday threatened to isolate India
over the killing of Muslims in the recent Delhi communal riots.

New Delhi/Tehran:
Khamenei’s reprimand came after New Delhi, a few days ago, lodged its protest against Iranian
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif’s tweet in which he condemned “the wave of organized violence
against Indian Muslims”. The cleric conveyed the threat to India through his Twitter page too.
“The hearts of Muslims all over the world are grieving over the massacre of Muslims in India,” he
tweeted. The government of India, he said, “should confront extremist Hindus and their parties and
stop the massacre of Muslims in order to prevent India’s isolation from the world of Islam.”
Khamenei used the hashtag

D
REACTIONS FROM A FEW JUDGES
OF THE SUPREME COURT

Himanshu Trivedi, former city judge in Ahmedabad in 2002-2003,
and now a practising lawyer in New Zealand.

Translation
”Modi and Amit Shah is pressing to declare judgement against the Muslims on me
As one who believes the Constitution of India I can not do this deceitful act.”
Judge Himanshu Trivedi resigns and replied this message.
In a Facebook post, Himanshu Trivedi, who was a judge in the City Civil and Sessions Court
from October 2002 to May 2003 has explained the nature of events that enveloped the judiciary
in 2002 and after. His post highlights the structural coercion that has been the reason why scores
of victims have still not had the chance to get justice.
Trivedi was a former colleague of Jyotsna Yagnik, the judge responsible for convicting Maya
Kodnani and Babu Bajrangi for the Naroda Patiya massacre, before he resigned on moral and
ethical grounds and emigrated to New Zealand. His post reads as follows:

“Teesta Setalvad. Hats off. I have always admired you and your courage and
outspokenness on these issues. I also take this opportunity to state that I am
indeed pained (and I am the one who had QUIT Gujarat’s Judiciary. I was a district
cadre judge in Ahmedabad City Civil and Sessions Court – once a colleague of the
bravest judge Ms Jyotsna Yagnik who handed out the judgments to Babu Bajrangi
and Kodnani and now lives in fear of her life) … because they (the State of Gujarat)
wanted us (the judges and the judiciary) of Gujarat to be acting against the minority
community (albeit with no written orders but DEFINITELY communicated in loud
and clear messages to us). I could not be part of it as I was sworn to the
Constitution of India …”

Allahabad HC orders UP govt to remove posters of
anti-CAA protesters
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/allahabad-hc-orders-up-govt-to-remove-posters-of-anti-caa-p
rotesters/cid/1752354?ref=trending_story-page
It also directed the district magistrate and the Lucknow police commissioner to submit a report in
this regard by March 16.
By Our Bureau and Agencies in Allahabad
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The pictures of anti-CAA protesters along with their names and addresses in Lucknow.
Picture by Naeem Ansari
The Allahabad High Court on Monday directed the Lucknow administration to remove posters of
those accused of vandalism during the anti-CAA protests in December.
The bench of Chief Justice Govind Mathur and Justice Ramesh Sinha also asked the Uttar
Pradesh government not to install such posters "without having the authority of law".

"In entirety, we are having no doubt that the action of the state which is subject matter of this
public interest litigation is nothing but an unwarranted interference in privacy of people," the high
court observed, terming it a violation of Article 21 of the Constitution.
"Accordingly, the district magistrate and the commissioner of police, Lucknow, are directed to
remove the banners from the roadside forthwith. The state of Uttar Pradesh is directed not to
place such banners on roadside containing personal data of individuals without having authority of
law," the court added.

E
UN HUMAN RIGHT OFFICE

One Response to “New Citizenship Law in India ‘Fundamentally Discriminatory’: UN
Human Rights Office”|

F

Pakistani Hindus march, cancel major Holi celebrations to protest Delhi riots

1/6

Members of March from Capri Cinema to Karachi Press Club to express their solidarity with Indian Muslims on March 8, 2020. (AN
Photo)

G

Samir Sardana says:
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2019/12/new-citizenship-law-in-india-fundamentally-d
iscriminatory-un-human-rights-office/
This comment expresses the fear of the non-Hindu minorities in harsh terms

22 Dec 2019 at 19:12

Hypothesis

CAB and NRC for the Indian Muslims
The plan of the Chaiwala for the Indian Muslims

Assuming that the votes cast in the last polls in Hindoosthan,were at 40% of the aggregate Indian
Population – it would be safe to assume that 50% of the residual non voters,would have no ID proof
or records to prove ID, and there will be alternative claimants to their ID and properties and assets.
Of them 90% will be Muslims,Dalits,SC/ST and just poor and marginal farmers and workers.What
are these
people expected to do ? There is no way that they will get any ID or prove the forensic trail of their
possessions and properties,even within the current generation.It will be impossible to prove that
they are Bangladeshis or from Timbuktu.
Step 1
As soon as these people are identified,their assets will be frozen and there will be multiple
claimants for their assets and possessions – which will lead to distress sales and 3 rd party
warehousing of their properties and assets as well as hawala operations within and outside
Hindoosthan (at a huge loss to the owners,just like in the Demo)
Step 2
In addition,touts fronting for the BJP/RSS will offer alt-IDs,safe passage etc. (just like in the Demo
drive) and the baboos, patwaris, village polity and pandoos (khaki ke kutte) will have a field day
Step 3
The next step of the Chaiwala,will be to target the Muslims etc.,with voter ids and voting rights and
to use the NRC,to disenfranchise them – as a non-citizen cannot have a voting right.
Purpose
The purpose of the Chaiwala is to disenfranchise Muslims and Dalits and Tribes in several North
Eastern states,and other states,where the margin of vote winnings,is in a few 100s or 1000s,and
there is a large hostile population which is anti-Muslim or Anti-Tribal,in sentiment.Then the
Chaiwala can import the Hindoos from SAARC and settle them in those wafer thin constituencies
(as swing voters),and especially near the IB (as spies).
Export-Import
The disenfranchised Muslims and Muslims with No ID,will then be exported to UP/Bihar/Telangana
etc.,to Muslim dominated areas (on the pretext that their own,will protect them),where the BJP
already has an electoral disadvantage – to further polarise the Hindoos,in those states and provoke
Anti-Muslim sentiments,to secure/grow and consolidate their vote bank
Electoral Aggregation
In the interim,the other political parties will punt on the Muslims etc.,and thus,will form a coalition
against the Chaiwala (to ensure that there is no vote split and the votes are transferred to the
coalition).This is what the Chaiwala wants,as that will further polarise the Hindoos and possibly
bring to the fore their bestial instincts – which will be,to support the Chaiwala
If there is no Anti-Chaiwala coalition,then the Muslim vote will splinter,as Chaiwala,earnestly
desires
The Hindoo Bindoo who believed that they would get 25000 USD per capita,will be easily conned to
believe that the Anti-Chaiwala coalition,created riots over CAB and thus,the Muslim reaction on the
streets – is precisely why NRC is required,and that the Anti-Chaiwala coalition is anti-hindu and
anti-national
False Flag operations
If the instincts do not show the surge,then the Chaiwala will use the NIA/IB and Military Intel to
bomb some Hindoo refugee camps and some Muslim clusters – like in Pulwama (which was a
difficult forced flag operation).That will be cake walk for the NIA/IB – the khaki ke kutte.

It is certain that there will be spate of bombings in North East and Central and South India to build
the euphoria against the “imagined other” and build the case for the NRC
The Pathetos
A majority of Indian Muslims are Dalit converts.It is easy to conceive a situation wherein
some Muslims with no ID Proof will gladly add “Rama” to their names,and accept ID cards
with a Lotus symbol,or verses of the Ramayana – to live in India.
The Kiss of death of the Israelis
History records that whoever is used by the Israelis or is conned by the Israelis to kill the enemies
of the Israelis –is destroyed forever.
It is the curse on Solomon’s lineage and those which support the lineage
Chaiwala was born to destroy Hindoosthan and has now adopted the Israeli Model.The Jews
convinced Cyrus that a verse in the Torah named him as the Messiah.He rebuilt the Temple of
Solomon, and his clan,empire and nation were destroyed forever.
The Jews conned Cyrus.Chaiwala is the son of a Ayah Whore.It is the destiny of the chaiwala to
doom Hindoosthan.Moral of the Story
The dumb Muslims and Dalits of Hindoosthan have to understand that they need a separate
nation.They will get nothing from Hindoosthan.

H
4 Burnt Mosques In 48 Hours Show Delhi Riots Are About Religion, Not CAA

https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/delhi-riots-burnt-mosques-religion-caa_in_5e576054c5b66622ed76b1f4

The attacks on the mosques make clear that the violence in New Delhi has
nothing to do with the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and everything to do
with religious polarisation.
By Betwa Sharma

Hindustan Times via Getty ImagesA man holds the holy Quran that was burnt along with the
mosque at Mustafabad, on February 26, 2020 in New Delhi, India.

NEW DELHI — As graphic images of crowds of men rioting in the national capital lit up social
media platforms this week, one particular clip stood out: A shaky cellphone video of a man planting
a saffron flag atop the minaret of a mosque in Ashok Nagar, a neighbourhood in northeast Delhi.
For generations of Indians, both Hindu and Muslim, the image immediately evoked the iconic 1992
image of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) karsevaks atop the dome of Ayodhya’s Babri
masjid, shortly before the moque was destroyed.
The destruction of Babri masjid set the stage for the transformation of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from a marginal party into the mainstream political force it is
today.
This week’s attack on the Masjid Maula Baksh mosque in Ashok Nagar, barely weeks after the BJP
suffered a landslide defeat in Delhi state elections, has crystallised what is seen as a now
well-trodden path for Modi and his home minister Amit Shah.
On Wednesday, as the city continued to burn albeit on a lower flame, HuffPost India visited riot-hit
neighbourhoods to find rioters had burnt and vandalised at least three mosques and one shrine, or
mazaar, in Ashok Nagar, Gokalpuri and Chand Bagh. The Maulana Baksh mosque and Chand
mosque in Ashok Nagar, the Jamia Arabia Madinatul Uloom mosque in Golakpuri, and the mazaar
in Chand Bagh. This is not an exhaustive list; a report in The Wirenoted that a fourth mosque had
been burnt in Mustafabad. The Wire was the first publication to confirm the attack in Ashok Nagar.

Betwa Sharma/HuffPost IndiaThe Jamia Arabia Madinatul Uloom mosque in Golakpuri was
attacked on 24 February in the Delhi riots.
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Socialist Unity Center of India-Marxist activists burn an effigy of Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi protesting against a new citizenship law. Kolkata, India. Jan. 11, 2020 Bikas Das,AP

J

THE ULTIMATE DEMOCRACY IN HINDU INDIA

A Scene of Lok Sabha in India. Photo: LSTV

As the Modi government is avoiding discussion on the Delhi violence issue, it suspended
the dissenting MPs from Parliament.
By Rakesh Raman
Today,(March 5, 2020) 7 Congress Members of Parliament (MPs) have been suspended from Lok
Sabha for the remaining period of the Budget session which is taking place from March 2-April 3.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Meenakshi Lekhi, who was presiding the House, suspended
Gaurav Gogoi, T N Prathapan, Dean Kuriakose, Manicka Tagore, Rajmohan Unnithan, Benny
Behanan, and Gurjeet Singh Aujla with the allegation of misconduct in the House.
However, the Congress MPs claim that they were only demanding the discussion in Parliament on
the recent Delhi violence, which is believed to be committed by the mobs belonging to BJP.
The Congress demands that PM Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah should address the
Parliament and the Modi government must be held accountable for the Delhi riots.
The ongoing riots are similar to the Gujarat riots of 2002 that happened when Modi (who is now
Prime Minister of India) was the Chief Minister (CM) of Gujarat state. Nearly 2,000 Muslims were
murdered in the Gujarat massacre – that was believed to be directed by Modi.
Now, hundreds of thousands of people have been protesting in India for the past couple of months
against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), National Population Register (NPR), and National
Register of Citizens (NRC) announced by the Modi government.
However, the government is using violence and brutal force against the peaceful protesters to
impose its laws on the people. Of late, the state-sponsored violence in Delhi claimed nearly 50 lives
and over 200 people got injured, mostly with bullet wounds.
While the Modi government completely failed to maintain law and order in Delhi, world’s top
encyclopedia Wikipedia has described the Delhi riots as a state-sponsored pogrom designed to
murder people belonging to the Muslim religion.
Wikipedia also claims that Hindu nationalist mobs linked with Modi’s BJP vandalized Muslim
properties and mosques, while carrying saffron flags and chanting Jai Shri Ram.
As the Modi government is avoiding discussion on the Delhi violence issue, it suspended the
dissenting MPs from Parliament. The Parliamentary Affairs Minister Prahlad Joshi had moved a
motion to suspend these members from the House for the remaining period of the Budget session

K
RESOLUTIONS AGAINST CAA
So far, at least eight states have announced that they will not implement the Act or the National Register of
Citizens (NRC). While one state and two union territories have refused to implement the CAA, three other
states have only declined the implementation of the NRC. However, the Union Home Ministry said that
states lack the legal power to stop the implementation of Citizenship Amendment Act.




















A resolution to scrap the CAA was moved by Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan in the
Kerala Legislative Assembly. It was eventually passed by an absolute majority, with only the
lone BJP MLA voting against it.
The Pattali Makkal Katchi, a member of the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance passed a
resolution against the NRC. It had urged the Central Government and the State Government
of Tamil Nadu not to extend the NRC in the state citing that it would create tension and fear
in the society.
The Punjab Legislative Assembly, that has the Indian National Congress in the majority,
passed a resolution against the Act and urged the Modi Government to avoid discrimination
on the basis of religion through the new Act. The resolution was moved by Punjab minister
for parliamentary affairs Brahm Mohindra of the Congress and was supported by the Aam
Aadmi Party and the Lok Insaaf Party.
The Rajasthan Legislative Assembly that has the Indian National Congress in the majority,
passed a resolution asking the Central government to repeal CAA, making Rajasthan the
third state to do so after Kerala and Punjab.
A five-page resolution against the CAA was drafted by 154 members of the European
Parliament who stated that it "marks a dangerous shift in the way citizenship will be
determined in India and is set to create the largest statelessness crisis in the world and
cause immense human suffering".
The Seattle City Council passed a resolution against the CAA, becoming the first foreign
legislative body to do so. The resolution was introduced by Indian American City Council
member Kshama Sawant
The Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly passed a resolution against the CAA, becoming
the fifth state to do so, after Rajasthan, West Bengal, Kerala and Punjab.[364]
The Bihar Legislative Assembly on 25 February 2020 unanimously passed a resolution not
to implement the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in the State. It also said the National
Population Register (NPR) would be implemented in Bihar in the old 2010format.[365][366]
The National Assembly of Pakistan passed a resolution labelling the Act as a "discriminatory
law" and argued that it contravened "bilateral agreements and understandings between
India and Pakistan, particularly those on security and rights of minorities in the respective
countries"
The Cambridge City Council, Massachusetts passed a resolution asking India to repeal the
Act.

L
INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS


United Nations: The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
criticised the Act and called it "fundamentally discriminatory in nature". It added, "Although
India's broader naturalization laws remain in place, these amendments will have a
discriminatory effect on people’s access to nationality."



European Union: Ambassador of the European Union to India, Ugo Astuto, said that he
trusts that the outcome of the CAA discussion would be in line with the high standards set by
the Indian constitution



United States: The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) called for sanctions against Amit Shah and "other principal leadership" over
passage of the Bill. India's Ministry of External Affairs issued a statement in response,
stating that the statement made by the USCIRF was "neither accurate nor warranted", and
that neither the CAA nor the NRC sought to strip Indian citizens of citizenship The United
States House Committee on Foreign Affairs questioned the intent of the Bill and noted that

"[a]ny religious test for citizenship undermines this most basic democratic tenet." ] On 19
December, however, the United States Secretary of State said that the US respects Indian
democracy since it has a "robust" internal debate on the Citizenship Act


United Kingdom : The outgoing British High Commissioner to India, Dominic Asquith,
said that the UK expressed hope that the Indian government will address concerns of the
people as its manifesto commitment is "with all, development for all, and trust of all" (sabka
saath, sabka vikas, sabka vishvas)



Russia: Deputy Russian Ambassador to India, Roman Babushkin, said that Russia
considers the legislation an internal matter of India



France: Ambassador of France to India, Emmanuel Lenain, said that France considers
the legislation an internal matter of India and respects it



Pakistan: Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan criticised the Act Pakistan's National
Assembly passed a resolution labelling the Act as a "discriminatory law" and argued that it
contravened "bilateral agreements and understandings between India and Pakistan,
particularly those on security and rights of minorities in the respective countries"



Bangladesh: Bangladesh's Minister of Foreign Affairs, A. K. Abdul Momen said that Bill
could weaken India's historic character as a secular nation and denied that minorities were
facing religious persecution in his country.[205 ] In an interview to Gulf News, Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, "Within India, people are facing many problems" and
expressed her concerns saying, "We don't understand why (the Indian government) did it. It
was not necessary". However, she maintained her stance that the CAA and NRC are
internal matters of India. She also said that Prime Minister Modi assured her of no reverse
migration from India



Maldives: Maldives' Parliament Speaker and former president, Mohamed Nasheed, said
that CAA is an internal issue of India and was democratically passed through both the
houses of the Parliament. ]
Malaysia: The Prime Minister of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad, criticised the law and
said it could "deprive some Muslims of their citizenship". India rejected the criticism and said
the law does not "deprive any Indian of any faith of her or his citizenship"





Organisation of Islamic Cooperation: OIC expressed their concern about present
situation of CAA-NRC and urged the Government of India to ensure the safety of the Muslim
minority and to follow obligation of Charter of the United Nations.



Afghanistan: Former Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai urged Government of India to
treat all minorities equally. In an interview to The Hindu, he said, "We don't have persecuted
minorities in Afghanistan." Mentioning the Afghanistan conflict, he said, "The whole country
is persecuted. We have been in war and conflict for a long time. All religions in Afghanistan,
Muslims and Hindus and Sikhs, which are our three main religions, have suffered."



Kuwait: Around 27 lawmakers in Kuwait expressed “deep concern” over "the abusive
legislative and repressive security measures taken by the Indian government against
Muslims". They asked the Kuwait Government to ‘exert diplomatic efforts’ and to approach
the UN to address the situation.



Bahrain: The Shura Council (the Council of Representatives) called on the Government
of India to refrain from implementing the Act, taking the rights of the Muslims into account,
and respecting the international principles.

M
UN Human Rights High Commissioner
challenges CAA in top Indian Court

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet
Invasion of India’s sovereignty says New Delhi
New Delhi, March 3 (The Hindu/NDTV): The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet has approached the Indian Supreme Court to challenge the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).
India’s mission in Geneva was informed on Monday evening by Bachelet’s office that it had filed an
“intervention application in respect to the 2019 Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)”.
The intervention petition was filed on Tuesday.
NDTV said this was the first time that such a petition has been filed.
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has asked the top Indian court to make it a party in
the case against the CAA that is currently ongoing in the Supreme Court.
The intervention application is filed in the writ petition filed by retired IFS officer Deb Mukharji
challenging the CAA.
The intervention application filed by Ms Michelle Bacehelet Jeria, states that the UN body wished to
intervene as “amicus curiae” in the matter by virtue of its mandate to “protect and promote all
human right and to conduct necessary advocacy in that regard… pursuant to UN General
Assembly resolution 48/141”.
Referring to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), International
Covenant on Economic and Social Rights (ICESR), the applicant said:
“Under international human rights law, States must respect and ensure that migrants in their
territory or under their jurisdiction or effective control receive equal and non- discriminatory
treatment, regardless of their legal status and the documentation they possess”.
“States must ensure that their legislation, policies, and practice regulating access to citizenship and
its application comply with the obligations enshrined in article 26 of the ICCPR, by providing
migrants in the same situation equal protection as well as protection from discrimination, including
on the basis of religion”.
The OCHR stated that question also arises as to“whether the differentiation made with regard to
persecution on religious grounds, as opposed to other grounds, issufficiently objective and

reasonable, in particular taking into account the prohibition of refoulement and India’s obligations
under international human rights law”.
In this regard, it observed that while reducing the risk of refoulement for certain communities, the
CAA unequally places other communities at such risk.
“the narrow scope of the CAA, which extends protection from return only on religious grounds and
limited to the specific ethno-religious groups, may not be sufficiently objective and reasonable in
light of the broad prohibition of refoulement under international human rights law”,the OCHR stated.
“Without prejudice to the power of States to establish migration policies as a manifestation of their
sovereignty, including.measures in favour of migrants that may be subject to persecution and other
serious human rights violations/irreparable harm in their countries of origin or previous residence,
States must ensure migration governance measures are in accordance with international human
rights law, including the right to equality before the law, equal protection of the law and the right to
nondiscrimination and the absolute and non-derogable principle of non-refoulement. Measures
adopted that constitute a difference in treatment ought to be in conformity with the law, pursue a
legitimate objective, and be proportional to the objective pursued”.
UN’s Immediate Response to CAA
Immediately after the Act was passed by the Parliament in December last year, the UNHRChad
issued a statementagainst it saying that it was “fundamentally discriminatory in nature”.

“We are concerned that India’s new Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2019 is fundamentally
discriminatory in nature”, said the statement issued by Jeremy Laurence the Spokesperson of UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights.
“The amended law would appear to undermine the commitment to equality before the law
enshrined in India’s constitution and India’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the Convention for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, to which Indian
is a State party, which prohibit discrimination based on racial, ethnic or religious grounds. Although
India’s broader naturalization laws remain in place, these amendments will have a discriminatory
effect on people’s access to nationality”.
It called for providing protection to all persecuted groups without discrimination based on identity:

“While the goal of protecting persecuted groups is welcome, this should be done through a robust
national asylum system that is premised on the principle of equality and non-discrimination, and
which applies to all people in need of protection from persecution and other human rights violations,
with no distinction as to race, religion, national origin or other prohibited grounds”.
India Condemns UNHRC Move
India’s External Affairs Ministry has condemned the move and argued that no foreign party has any
locus standi on issues of India’s sovereignty and called it an internal matter.
The External Affairs Ministry hit back in a sharply-worded statement, declaring the CAA an “internal
matter and saying “no foreign party had anylocus standion issues pertaining to India’s sovereignty”.
“The Citizenship Amendment Act is an internal matter and concerns the sovereign right of the
Indian parliament to make laws. We strongly believe no foreign party has anylocus standion issues
pertaining to India’s sovereignty,” the ministry said today.

IX
US PRESIDENT TRUMP’S VISIT

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-trump-visit-modi-wall-slum-ahmedaba
d-a9333296.html






India is building a wall ‘to block slums from Trump’s sight’ during visit
Official admits structure is part of ‘beautification and cleanliness’ drive
Rupam Jain,
Amit Dave
Thursday 13 February 2020 12:45

Constructors building the wall in Ahmedabad India 13 February ( Reuters )

Donald Trump will be shielded from the sight of slums by a newly built wall when he
visits the city of Ahmedabad during a visit to India this month.

A senior government official said the wall was being built for security reasons, not to
conceal the slum district.
But the contractor building it told Reuters the government “did not want the slum to
be seen” when the US president passes by on the ride in from Ahmedabad’s airport.
“I’ve been ordered to build a wall as soon as possible, over 150 masons are working
round-the-clock to finish the project,” the contractor said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.
The government official conceded that the wall was part of a “beautification and
cleanliness” drive.

Bromance As Delhi Burns
As religious violence continued for the third day in Delhi, US President Donald
Trump extolled the virtues of Indian democracy in the company of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
By Betwa Sharma
Aman Sethi

PRAKASH SINGH via Getty ImagesUS President Donald Trump shakes hands with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during a joint press conference at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on February 25,
2020.

Mr Trump will be visiting Ahmedabad, the main city in Gujarat state
and explosions sounded in the distance. “This will only end when we say it ends.”
In the adjacent neighbourhood of Ashok Nagar, a widely circulated video showed a group of men
climbing onto the dome of a mosque in the city’s Ashok Nagar locality to wrench off the crescent
moon and replace it with a saffron flag associated with the Hindu faith and co-opted by rightwing
Hindu organisations patronised by the BJP.
Speaking to journalists around the same time this video went viral, President Trump addressed a
press conference in which he said he had discussed religious freedom with Prime Minister Modi.
“We did talk about religious freedom and I will say that PM Modi was incredible and he said
he wants people to have religious freedom in India...and very strongly,” Trump said in reply
to a question, according to India Today. “He said in India they have worked very hard to have
great and open religious freedom. When you look back and what is going on elsewhere, relatively
they (India) have worked really hard on religious freedom.”
Modi was not present for the press conference — keeping up an incredible streak of governing a
country of over 1.2 billion people for almost six years, across two administrations, without ever
holding an unscripted press conference with the Indian media. The violence, Trump’s seeming lack
of concern, and Modi’s absence marks a surreal moment where a full-blown religious riot in the
national capital was rendered invisible.
“Without asking Trump to wade in on sensitive Indian domestic matters, it still would have been
helpful and leader-like for the two, in their joint press statement, to condemn the violence,
acknowledge those tragically killed, and appeal for calm,” said Alyssa Ayres, an expert on India,
Pakistan and South Asia at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, DC.

The fires continued to rage as darkness fell over New Delhi, and President Trump attended a
glittering banquet hosted by the President of India Ram Nath Kovind.
On the menu: pricey morel mushrooms that cost upto Rs 30,000 ($400 approx) a kilogram, a
“regal” leg of lamb, biryani and a special dal exclusive to the kitchen of the Indian President.

Mr. Trump during a welcoming ceremony at presidential palace on Tuesday.Credit...Doug Mills/The
New York Times

Across the city from where Mr. Trump was visiting in New Delhi, clashes between Hindus and
Muslims sent up smoke clouds. Credit...Dinesh Joshi/Associated Press

….………US President Donald Trump will begin his maiden trip to India on Monday, becoming the
seventh American president to visit the country. Rudra Chaudhuri, who writes about diplomacy and
security, explains the significance of the trip.
….……..Mr Trump's two-day visit is designed to partially tickle his vanity, but, as importantly, it is to
boost his chances of returning to office in the 2020 US general election.
….……..He will visit three cities in India: the national capital, Delhi; Agra, where he will see the Taj
Mahal; and Ahmedabad, the main city in the western state of Gujarat, where he is expected to
address an audience of more than 100,000 people in an event aptly called "Namaste Trump".
….……….Disagreements over the price of apples, walnuts, and medical devices; the US's
demands for greater access to India's dairy, poultry and e-commerce market; and ongoing
discussions over lowering Indian tariffs on American-made Harley Davidson motorcycles, remain
unresolved.
Trade between the US and India grew from $66bn (£51bn) in 2008 to $142.6bn in 2018.

This is world’s biggest stadium just got finished where “Namaste Trump” was attended by over
100,000. The event, dubbed "Howdy, Modi!",in USA was attended by an estimated 50,000 people.

U.S. President Donald Trump, first lady Melania Trump, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
arrive for a "Namaste Trump," event at Sardar Patel Stadium, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020, in

Ahmedabad, India. Mr Trump addressed more than 100,000 people at this stadium in Ahmedabad
After Air Force One touched down in Ahmedabad in western India. . (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

Trump pays tribute to Mahatma Gandhi at Rajgghat
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https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/modi-trump-trade-deal_in_5e5035ecc5b6a4525dbb14ea?ncid=o
ther_huffpostre_pqylmel2bk8&utm_campaign=related_articles

Modi Fawns, Trump Is Quietly Killing Off A Major Trade Deal
As Modi and Trump smile and wave over the next two days, Kashish Parpiani of the
Observer Research Foundation explains the harsh fallout of American conservatism for
India.

ASSOCIATED PRESS A woman looks at a wall painted with portraits of U.S. President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad on Feb. 18, 2020.
NEW DELHI — On 5 June, 2019, the Trump Administration removed India from its Generalised
System of Preference Program (GSP), a preferential trade agreement for developing countries
under which Indian goods worth $5.7 billion had gone into the United States duty free. A day after
the U.S. President Donald Trump announced his first official trip to India, his government removed
India from a list of developing countries that are given trade benefits on the grounds that India is a
member of the G-20. This naturally makes it harder for India to regain its GSP status, a key
demand from New Delhi in the fraught negotiations with Washington.
This has happened despite Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s best efforts to woo President Trump.
As Modi and Trump smile and wave over the next two days, Kashish Parpiani of the Observer
Research Foundation in Mumbai explains the intricacies of the trade deal and the harsh fallout of
American conservatism in India.
“Tensions have really reached a crescendo,” he said.

What is this trade deal between India and the United States?
India and the US do not have a formal trading arrangement. They do not have a formal security
arrangement. But still the US-India relationship has been promising. We are at $142.6 billion in
terms of annual trade of goods and services. In terms of military cooperation, we do the most
number of exercises with the Americans than with any other country. It seems a lot of natural
convergences have borne this progress.
Now, there is a need to formalise and institutionalise this relationship in formal agreements. A trade
agreement is certainly a part of that. But what is baffling is that the trade deficit between India and
the US has been narrowing in the past three years. Despite that, tensions have increased.

The trade deficit between India and the US is less than a tenth of the trade deficit that the US has
with China. And still, tensions have increased. It gives you a sense that American apprehensions
on this matter, on trade with India, go beyond mere consideration on trade imbalances. It’s about
duties. From an American point of view, it’s about gaining fair access into the Indian market.

What are obstacles to the trade deal?
Dairy is one. On dairy, it is not an issue of tariffs but certification. India has been saying that the
American dairy products can surely come into India, but they have to assure the Indian consumer
via packaging, that none of the products that are up for sale are procured from animals that have
been fed blood meal. Blood meal is a protein supplement that the American dairy industry uses to
get greater yield from their cattle. It is derived from dead ruminating animals, dead bones, dead
blood and so on. India is putting the argument that it hurts our religious sentiments if products like
that are going to be up for sale and no one is going to buy them. So, the U.S. dairy industry needs
to create a different production line just to cater to the Indian market. A production line in which
cattle have not been fed blood meal and reinvest in a specific packaging for the Indian market. That
is what their dairy industry has not been willing to do.

What are the other hurdles?
The other hurdle is that the Indian government brings down the prices of American pharmaceutical
products like coronary stents and any implants by nearly 65% to 80%. We do that because our
consumer base is largely middle income that cannot afford to pay humongous prices for these vital
products. The Americans say if you want to do that then do that, but why should we take a hit on
our per unit cost. You do that on the landed cost. You give us our margins on the per unit cost. The
Indians are countering that by saying that don’t think about the per unit cost, but think about the big
market that you are entering. The sheer quantity that you will sell will give you your numbers.
These are two big issues.

How would Trump’s re-election — if it happens — change the
dynamics of this trade deal?
It would definitely become harder. The Americans are approaching India with the attitude that if you
are not going to do this deal now then wait till President Trump gets re-elected. The Americans are
saying that then you will be forced to deal with us again and you may not get the terms that we are
offering you currently. You can expect Trump to get a little harsher and unconstrained on trade
because he is not going to have the pressures of re-election.
You can expect Trump to get a little harsher and unconstrained on trade...

Is removing India from its Generalised System of Preference
(GSP) list connected with the trade deal?
From what I understand of how the Trump administration negotiates, it likes to get competitive
leverage by pursuing a zero-sum game. It’s been long known that a partial trade deal will happen
between India and the US and the US wants to get more access to agricultural goods, dairy
products, Harley Davidson motorcycles amongst other things.
Now, what does India want in exchange? For India, it was let’s get our GSP benefits reinstated. In
2017, India was the biggest beneficiary of the GSP program. Products worth $5.7 billion went into

the U.S. duty free. It was natural that GSP is something that India wants again in exchange for a
limited trade deal.
But what does the Trump Administration do? It announces last week the dates of the president’s
visit to India and barely two days after that the office of the U.S. trade negotiator releases a federal
notice, talking about how he is kicking particular countries off a list, which is a list of the developing
countries of the world that pose no threat to American industry and businesses.India was thrown off
with the rationale that India is a developed country and not a developing country anymore.
India was thrown off with the rationale that India is a developed country and not a
developing country anymore.

How is that connected to GSP?
It is connected to GSP because GSP is a preferential trade arrangement only for the developing
countries. Now, when Indian negotiators go back to the table and say that we want GSP back, the
Americans will say that you are classified as a developed country from now on. That is the
American way of negotiating that has increasingly come to the fore under Robert Lighthizer (United
States Trade Representative). This is classic American conservatism on trade.
This is classic American conservatism on trade.
PM Modi has made great efforts to woo Trump. Why is there
++++++++++++++++++++++++++>>
Trump was forthright about not answering questions on the issue and violence in Delhi at his
press conference at a city hotel. “I’m gonna be not at all controversial ... I don’t want to blow the two
days plus two days of travel on one answer, one little answer ... So I will be very conservative in my
answers if you don’t mind,” Trump said.
“We did talk about religious freedom. Prime Minister Modi wants people to have religious freedom
in India ... If you look back India has worked hard for religious freedom,” Trump said. Democratic
presidential front-runner Senator Bernie Sanders on Monday criticised Trump for selling weapons
to India, saying that the US should instead partner New Delhi to fight climate change.

India and the US inked three memorandums of understanding (MoUs) on Tuesday in New Delhi on
US President Donald Trump’s second day of his maiden visit here.
The pacts came on the heels of Prime Minister Modi’s assertion that the two countries have
decided to take their ties to a comprehensive global partnership level.
The agreements were signed in the health and oil sectors. An MoU was signed on mental health
between the health departments of the countries.
Another memorandum of understanding on the safety of medical products was signed between the
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization with the US Food and Drug Administration.
A letter of cooperation was signed between Indian Oil Corporation Limited and Exxon Mobil India
LNG Limited and Chart Industries Inc, US.
As was expected, helicopter deals worth $3 billion were also finalized, in yet another sign of India’s
shift to the US for military supplies from its traditional supplier, Russia. In his brief remarks at the
start of official talks, Modi said: "Defence cooperation between two countries is reflective of rising
strategic partnership between India and US. We also agreed on new mechanism to contain drug
trafficking."

Modi presents Trump with three monkey at Sabarmati Ashram
”Speak no evil, See no evil, Hear no evil”

X
PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI’S RECORD
FOR THE FIRST FOUR YEARS

#GoodGovernance Empowering the poor: Then the number of people enrolled under Jan Suraksha
Yojana for citizens was zero, now it has been reached to 12,66,13,667, says the government

#GoodGovernance A new Governance paradigm: Then India's growth story in decline, now India
ranks first in attracting FDI, says the government

#GoodGovernance The government claims the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code will help in the
quantum leap for the functioning of credit markets

#GoodGovernance Under Modi government, the procurement cost of LED bulbs is reported to have
been reduced by 82% from Rs 310 to RS 54.90, it says

#GoodGovernance Success of Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) model became 'Efficient, Inclusive
and corruption free' under Modi government; 1.6 crore bogus ration card deleted, 3.5 crore
duplicate beneficiaries removed, the government said

#GoodGovernance Then mystery about national icon Netaji's life, now declassified files available
online at http://www.netajipapers.gov.in

#GoodGovernance Building infrastructure: Investment in railways during 2015-16 has been double
the average during the preceding 5 years, the government claims

GoodGovernance Empowering Nari Shakti: Then no loans to women without collateral, now 79%
beneficiaries in MUDRA yojana are women, says the government

#GoodGovernance Empowering the poor: Then no choice for villagers except open defecation,
now 53,732 villages declared open defecation free, claims the government

#GoodGovernance Empowering Nari Shakti: Then girls dropping out of schools due to lack of
toilets, now, 4, 17, 796 added to 2,61,400 government schools, the government says

#GoodGovernance Building infrastructure: Then slow, dirty trains, now modern, clean, responsive
railway, the government claims

#GoodGovernance Building infrastructure:Then unexploited solar energy, now 31, 472 solar pumps
installed, it says

#GoodGovernance Unleashing and era of youth-led development: Then uncertain future, now start
up india, skill india, digital india, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, it says

#GoodGovernance Empowering Nari Shakti: Then no 24*7 responsiveness to ensure women
safety, now 181-universal helpline number, Himmat App, panic button and GPS in mobile handsets,
the govt
claimshttps://indianexpress.com/photos/picture-gallery-others/what-the-modi-government-has-to-s
ay-about-the-work-it-did-in-two-years-2830091/14/

India among least free democracies, Modi
govt threatens democratic future: Report
Kashmir, NRC, Assam, CAA, internet shutdowns put India's rank alongside Senegal
Web Desk March 06, 2020 13:54 IST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s discriminatory actions against Muslims, and a fierce crackdown on
protesters opposing the changes, indicated a deterioration of basic freedoms in the world’s largest
democracy, the report says
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the BJP's nationalistic policies came under scathing criticism as
India plummeted to the ranks of one of the least free democracies in the Freedom in the World
2020 report. Ranked at 83rd position along with Timor-Leste and Senegal among the bottom five of
"free democracies", India was bogged down by multiple reasons including its Kashmir policy after
abrogating Article 370, the National Register of Citizens for Assam, passage of contentious
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and frequent internet shutdowns across the country.
India witnessed the worst score decline among the world’s 25 largest democracies in the annual
report published by Freedom House, a US-based watchdog, which has been tracking global
political and civil liberties for almost half a century. India's overall score declined from 75 in 2019 to
71 in 2020, with civil liberties taking the biggest hit. Only Tunisia has received a lower score than
India in the 'free countries' category of 85 nations in the current report . India's score was 77 in
2017.
"The Indian government has taken its Hindu nationalist agenda to a new level with a succession of
policies that abrogate the rights of different segments of its Muslim population, threatening the
democratic future of a country long seen as a potential bulwark of freedom in Asia and the world.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s discriminatory actions against Muslims, and a fierce crackdown on
protesters opposing the changes, indicated a deterioration of basic freedoms in the world’s largest
democracy," the report states. This contributed to the four-point decline.
The report, which treats Kashmir as a separate territory, downgraded the Union territory's status
from "partly free" to "not free" due to the Indian government’s abrupt revocation of Article 370 in
August, "the dissolution of its local elected institutions, and a security crackdown that sharply
curtailed civil liberties and included mass arrests of local politicians and activists". "As a result,

Kashmir experienced one of the five largest single-year score declines of the past 10 years in
Freedom in the World, and its freedom status dropped to Not Free," the report notes.
Finland, Norway, Sweden, the Netherlands and Luxembourg are the top five countries in the free
category.

Internet freedom
In terms of internet freedom, India fares worse, scoring just 55 and is categorised as "partly free".
As per the report, internet freedom has declined for the fourth year in a row in India. "Plagued by
the spread of disinformation and its violent effects offline, the government proposed worrisome new
rules that would undermine freedom online. Data protection and surveillance issues remained of
key concern to Indians during the coverage period; controversies also continued around Aadhaar,
the world’s largest biometric identification system, and a problematic draft data protection bill
remained in limbo."
It also highlights the spread of fake news and manipulated content, creating political divide. The
internet shutdown in Kashmir, has no doubt, contributed to India's performance in terms of internet
freedom.

Pluralism on decline globally
Stating that "democracy and pluralism are under assault" across the world, the report highlights the
decline of the US and India. "...the chief executives of the United States and India—the world’s two
largest democracies—are increasingly willing to break down institutional safeguards and disregard
the rights of critics and minorities as they pursue their populist agendas."
The year 2019 was the 14th consecutive year of decline in global freedom, according to Freedom
House. Compared with the previous year, in 2019, individuals in 64 countries experienced
deterioration in their political rights and civil liberties while those in just 37 experienced
improvements. More than half of the countries that were rated free or not free in 2009 have suffered
a net decline in the past decade.
Press Trust of India
Pune March 7, 2020
Not a single bomb blast under PM Modi's watch: Union minister Prakash Javadekar
"What we had experienced for 10-25 years [before PM Modi government came to power]? We saw
bomb blasts taking place in Pune, Vadodara, Ahmednagar, Delhi and Mumbai. Every eight to ten
days, blasts used to happen and people used to get killed. But in the last six years, not a single
incident of blast has taken place," Prakash Javadekar said.
"This has not happened just like that but due to some strong measures undertaken by the PM to
ensure the safety and security in the country," Prakash Javadekar added.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/68677195.cms?fbclid=IwAR0LU6fgLiI9NaVGQmQz32ATuGjqMLZzbQ22gaD2_TlU2
g5cj9znBCvDI8U&utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

A case has been registered against Sanjay Yadav, Sagar Chaudhary, Deepak and Hrithik under
Sections 25(1), 27
BARWANI: Police seized a veritable arsenal — 17 crude bombs, 10 pistols and 111 bullets — from
BJP strongman Sanjay Yadav’s house in Sendhwa town late Sunday night.
This is significant ahead of Lok Sabha elections as the Yadav family wields considerable clout in
Sendhwa, a segment of Khargone Parliamentary constituency that goes to the polls in the final
phase on May 19.
Sanjay Yadav — known as a bahubali in these parts — had joined BJP two years ago with his
younger brother Jitu and mother Basanti Bai Yadav. Basanti was elected unopposed as president
of Sendhwa municipality in January last year after all candidates withdrew their nomination. The
Congress had faced a lot of embarrassment over this.
Late Sunday night, a police team raided Yadav’s house in Daru Godam area of Sendhwa town and
recovered the cache of arms and ammunition, Barwani SP Yang Chen Dolkar Bhutia said in a
press conference on Monday. The weapons were found in a big box kept in an almirah on the roof
of the house, she said, adding Sanjay and Jitu are absconding.
“We are not sure why the weapons were stored. We are investigating it,” the SP said.
Town inspector of Sendhwa city police station, Raju Singh Baghel, told TOI that specialists are
examining the weapons. “Only then can we say if these pistols are countrymade or imported,” he
said, adding that bomb disposal experts have been called to check the cache.
A case has been registered against Sanjay Yadav, Sagar Chaudhary, Deepak and Hrithik under
Sections 25(1), 27 of Arms Act and 4/5 Explosive Substance Act 1908.
Sanjay Yadav and his aides were booked for the sensational firing at a rival, Gopal Joshi, in a court

room of Sendhwa last year. Joshi is the main accused in the murder of Sanjay Zawar, the then
state secretary general of Bhartiya Janshakti Party, and was recently released on bail.
The Sanjay-Gopal feud is two decades old. The gangs are accused of extortion, threats, ransom,
assault and murder. Sanjay has around 47 criminal cases registered against him, while Gopal Joshi
faces charges in over 30 crimes.
SP Bhutia said that on March 30, there was a dispute between the two groups over molestation of a
girl, which led to stone pelting that injured a few people. Two FIRs were lodged against 30 people
from both sides. Additional police forces had to be deployed in Sendhwa to keep tension in check.
On Sunday night, police carried out simultaneous raids at the houses of three other accused and
seized three pistols and ammunition. Three suspects were arrested, Bhutia said. Police have
recommended action under National Security Act against Sanjay Yadav and Gopal Joshi.

How Islam Spread in India
By: Firas Alkhateeb
Source: Lost Islamic History Sep 30, 2019
Today, there are over 500 million Muslims throughout the Indian subcontinent (India, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh), making it one of the largest population centers of Muslims in the world. Since
Islam first entered India, it has contributed greatly to the area and its people. Today, numerous
theories about how India came to be such a largely Muslim land exist. Politically, some (such as the
Hindutva movement in India) try to make Islam seem foreign to India, by insisting it only exists
because of invasions by Arab and Persian Muslims. The truth, however, is far from that.

The Earliest Muslim Indians
Even before the life of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) in the 600s, Arab traders were in
contact with India. Merchants would regularly sail to the west coast of India to trade goods such as
spices, gold, and African goods. Naturally, when the Arabs began to convert to Islam, they carried
their new religion to the shores of India. The first mosque of India, the Cheraman Juma Masjid, was
built in 629 (during the life of Prophet Muhammad) in Kerala, by the first Muslim from
India, Cheraman Perumal Bhaskara Ravi Varma. Through continued trade between Arab Muslims
and Indians, Islam continued to spread in coastal Indian cities and towns, both through immigration
and conversion.

Muhammad bin Qasim
The first great expansion of Islam into India came during the Umayyad Dynasty of caliphs, who
were based in Damascus. In 711, the Umayyads appointed a young 17 year old man from Ta’if to
extend Umayyad control into Sindh: Muhammad bin Qasim. Sindh is the land around the Indus
River in the Northwestern part of the subcontinent, in present-day Pakistan. Muhammad bin Qasim
led his army of 6,000 soldiers to the far eastern reaches of Persia, Makran.
He encountered little resistance as he made his way into India. When he reached the city of Nerun,
on the banks of the Indus River, he was welcomed into the city by the Buddhist monks that
controlled it. Most cities along the Indus thus voluntarily came under Muslim control, with no fighting.
In some cases, oppressed Buddhist minorities reached out to the Muslim armies for protection
against Hindu governors.
Despite the support and approval of much of the population, the Raja of Sindh, Dahir, opposed the
Muslim expansion and mobilized his army against Muhammad bin Qasim. In 712, the two armies
met, with a decisive victory for the Muslims. With the victory, all of Sindh came under Muslim
control.
It is important to note, however, that the population of Sindh was not forced to convert to Islam at all.
In fact, for almost everyone, there was no change in day-to-day life. Muhammad bin Qasim
promised security and religious freedom to all Hindus and Buddhists under his control. For example,
the Brahman caste continued their jobs as tax collectors and Buddhists monks continued to
maintain their monastaries. Due to his religious tolerance and justice, many cities regularly greeted
him and his armies with people dancing and music.

Patterns of Conversion
The successive waves of Muslim armies penetrating into India followed much the same pattern.
Leaders such as Mahmud of Ghazni and Muhammad Tughluq expanded Muslim political domains
without altering the religious or social fabric of Indian society.

Because pre-Islamic India was entirely based on a caste system in which society was broken into
separate parts, conversion to Islam happened in a step-by-step process. Often, entire castes would
convert to Islam at a time. This would happen for many different reasons. Often, however, the
equality Islam provided was more attractive than the caste system’s organized racism. In the caste
system, who you are born to determines your position in society. There was no opportunity for
social mobility or to achieve greater than what your parents achieved. By converting to Islam,
people had the opportunity to move up in society, and no longer were subservient to the Brahman
caste.
Buddhism, which was once very popular in the subcontinent, slowly died out under Muslim rule.
Traditionally, when people wanted to escape the caste system, they would move to the major
population centers and convert to Buddhism. When Islam became an option, however, people
began to convert to Islam instead of Buddhism, while still leaving the caste system. The myths of
Islam violently destroying Buddhism in India are simply false. Buddhists were tolerated under
Muslim rule and no evidence exists that shows forced conversions or violence against them.
Wandering teachers also had a major role in bringing Islam to the masses. Muslim
scholars traveled throughout India, making it their goal to educate people about Islam. Many of
them preached Sufi ideas, a more mystical approach to Islam that appealed to the people. These
teachers had a major role in bringing Islam to the masses in the countryside, not just the upper
classes around the Muslim rulers.

Did Islam Spread by Force?
While some claim that Islam’s huge population in India is a result of violence and forced conversion,
the evidence does not back up this idea at all. Although Muslim leaders replaced Hindu kings in
most areas, society was left as is. Stories of forced conversion are very few and often not credible
enough to warrant academic discussion.
If Islam spread through violence and warfare, the Muslim community today in India would exist only
in the areas closest to the rest of the Muslim world. Thus only the western part of the subcontinent
would have any Muslim population at all. What we see instead is pockets of Islam throughout the
subcontinent. For example, Bangladesh and its 150 million Muslims are in the far east, separated
from other Muslim-majority areas by Hindu lands in India. Isolated communities of Muslims also
exist in western Myanmar, central India, and eastern Sri Lanka. These communities of Muslims are
proof of Islam spreading peacefully throughout India, regardless of whether or not a Muslim
government existed there. If Islam spread by force as some claim, these communities of Muslims
would not exist.

Conclusions
Islam is an integral part of India and its history. As the Indian subcontinent remains today a
multi-ethnic and multi-religious place, it is important to understand the position Islam has in the
region. The political claims that some make regarding Islam as if it is an invading religion and
foreign to the people of India need to be defied with the truth of Islam’s peaceful spread throughout
India.
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Mughal Empire (1500s, 1600s)
BBC

Introduction

The Mughal Empire

The Taj Mahal houses the jewelled tomb of Mumtaz Mahal, much loved wife of emperor Shah
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Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal
The Mughal (or Mogul) Empire ruled most of India and Pakistan in the 16th and 17th centuries.
It consolidated Islam in South Asia, and spread Muslim (and particularly Persian) arts and culture
as well as the faith.
The Mughals were Muslims who ruled a country with a large Hindu majority. However for much of
their empire they allowed Hindus to reach senior government or military positions.
The Mughals brought many changes to India:


Centralised government that brought together many smaller kingdoms



Delegated government with respect for human rights



Persian art and culture



Persian language mixed with Arabic and Hindi to create Urdu



Periods of great religious tolerance



A style of architecture (e.g. the Taj Mahal)



A system of education that took account of pupils' needs and culture
Muslims in India
There had been Muslims in India long before the Mughals. The first Muslims arrived in the 8th
century.

Ahmedabads Jama Masjid (Grand Mosque) was built in the 15th century in Gujarat
In the first half of the 10th century a Muslim ruler of Afghanistan invaded the Punjab 11 times,
without much political success, but taking away a great deal of loot.
A more successful invasion came at the end of the 12th century. This eventually led to the
formation of the Delhi Sultanate.
A later Muslim invasion in 1398 devastated the city of Delhi.
The Mughal Empire grew out of descendants of the Mongol Empire who were living in Turkestan in
the 15th century. They had become Muslims and assimilated the culture of the Middle East, while
keeping elements of their Far Eastern roots.
They also retained the great military skill and cunning of their Mongol ancestors, and were among
the first Western military leaders to use guns.
Babur
Babur was a Sunni Muslim (Manas: History and Politics, “Babar”), but he was very lax in Muslim
religious observance and practice (Farooqui, 285) and practiced open-minded, tolerant Islam (BBC,
“Mughal Empire (1500s, 1600s)).
He did not persecute other religions’ followers and even prized learned men’s religious discussion
(Farooqui, 284).
Babur died in 1530 and passed the torch to his son, Humayun (Duiker and Spielvogel, 434).

Jewelled archway in Humayun's tumb in Delhi

Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur

Babur the first Mughal Emperor, was a descendent of Genghis Khan and Tamerlaine.
Babur succeeded his father as ruler of the state of Farghana in Turkestan when he was only 12,
although he was swiftly deposed by older relatives.
Babur moved into Afghanistan in 1504, and then moved on to India, apparently at the invitation of
some Indian princes who wanted to dispose of their ruler. Babur disposed of the ruler, and decided
to take over himself.
He captured the Turkic Ghur'iat Sultanate of Delhi in 1526, imposing his rule on most of Northern
India.
The Empire he founded was a sophisticated civilisation based on religious toleration. It was a
mixture of Persian, Mongol and Indian culture.
Under Babur Hinduism was tolerated and new Hindu temples were built with his permission.
Trade with the rest of the Islamic world, especially Persia and through Persia to Europe, was
encouraged.
The importance of slavery in the Empire diminished and peace was made with the Hindu kingdoms
of Southern India.
Babur brought a broad-minded, confident Islam from central Asia. His first act after conquering
Delhi was to forbid the killing of cows because that was offensive to Hindus.
Babur may have been descended from brutal conquerors, but he was not a barbarian bent on loot
and plunder. Instead he had great ideas about civilisation, architecture and administration.
He even wrote an autobiography, The Babur - Namah. The autobiography is candid, honest and at
times even poetic.
Babur was followed by his son Humayun who was a bad emperor, a better poet, and a drug addict.
He rapidly lost the empire. He did eventually recover the throne but died soon afterwards after
breaking his neck falling downstairs.
While Humayan was certainly disastrous as a ruler, his love of poetry and culture heavily influenced
his son Akbar, and helped to make the Mughal Empire an artistic power as well as a military one.

Akbar

Itimad-ud-Daulah's tomb in Agra is considered a landmark in Mughal architecture ©

The third Emperor, Abu Akbar, is regarded as one of the great rulers of all time, regardless of
country.

Akbar succeeded to the throne at 13, and started to recapture the remaining territory lost from
Babur's empire. By the time of his death in 1605 he ruled over most of north, central, and western
India.
Akbar worked hard to win over the hearts and minds of the Hindu leaders. While this may well have
been for political reasons - he married a Hindu princess (and is said to have married several
thousand wives for political and diplomatic purposes) - it was also a part of his philosophy.
Akbar believed that all religions should be tolerated, and that a ruler's duty was to treat all believers
equally, whatever their belief.
He established a form of delegated government in which the provincial governors were personally
responsible to him for the quality of government in their territory.
Akbar's government machine included many Hindus in positions of responsibility - the governed
were allowed to take a major part in the governing.
Akbar also ended a tax (jizya) that had been imposed on non-Muslims. This discriminatory tax had
been much resented, and ending it was a popular move.
An innovation was the amount of autonomy he allowed to the provinces. For example, non-Muslims
were not forced to obey Islamic law (as was the case in many Islamic lands), and Hindus were
allowed to regulate themselves through their own law and institutions.
Akbar and Godism

Akbar took the policy of religious toleration even further by breaking with conventional Islam.
The Emperor proclaimed an entirely new state religion of 'God-ism' (Din-i-ilahi) - a jumble of Islamic,
Hindu, Christian and Buddhist teaching with himself as deity. It never spread beyond his court
and died when he did.
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Religion of Akbar
Posted by floydian
Was the Great Mughal Emperor Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar (1542-1605) a heretic in the eyes of Islam?
Did he become an apostate prophet of a new religion? Or did he show to the world the real Islamic principles
of peace, justice, respect and toleration?
Religion of Akbar
Akbar was a staunch Sunni Muslim ‘who sometimes spent whole nights in praising God.’ He observed the
dogmas of his faith and never deviated an inch from the path of Shariat. He paid due respect to the Ulema
(whatever it means) and ‘did homage to the pious and holy. He believed in pirs and fakirs (saints) and visited
their shrines. He continued his life as an orthodox Muslim till 1578, when a great change came over his
mind.
Influence of Hereditary
To trace the history of Akbar’s religion, an outline of the environments and circumstances is necessary. His
father and grandfather were never orthodox and his mother, the daughter of a Persian scholar, sowed seeds
of tolerance in his mind. His tutor Abdul Latif, who was a man of moderate views and whose guiding principle
of life was Sulh-i-Kul (universal toleration) must have imparted to his young pupil this principle and also
impressed upon the influence of his tutor molded the catholicity of his temperament and ideals.
Impact of Contemporary Religious Movements

The sixteenth century was the age of religious revival in the history of the world. India experienced this
revival and found in Kabir, Nanak and Chaitanya great reformers who lived and taught one great cult – the
cult of love and truth and brotherhood of man. The teachings of these reformers also made deep impression
on the mind of Akbar.
The Bhakti and Mahadavi movements had taken a strong hold in the popular mind. The Mahadavi
movement was based in the belief that at close of millennium of Messiah or redeemer of the sins of mankind
would come upon the earth. In the sub-continent this movement was started by Sayyid Muhammad of
Jaunpur who proclaimed himself to be the promised Mahdi. Similarly in Afghanistan, there was the Rashni
movement whose followers believed in coming of the Messiah. The two movements, at the head of each
was a prophet, might have tremendous influence on Akbar’s mind and have suggested to him that neither of
them was the prophet of God. But if they could pass for prophets, he also could pass for one and make a
new religion and thus become the head of the State and Church. He waned to make a religion to suit his
political needs and therefore to be acceptable to his subjects professing various creeds. In his anxiety to
substitute one creed for the many, he was led to adopt an eclecticism that found expression in the
Din-i-Illahi.
Influence of His Rajput Wives

Akbar had married many Rajput ladies and it was natural that they brought a profound change in his life.
Under their influence he went away from orthodoxy and became very liberal in religious matters. Some of
the social practices were the result of his marriages with the Hindu princesses.
Association with the Sufis
Akbar’s association with the Sufi brothers Faizi and Abul Fazal and their father Sheikh Mubarak must have
had a considerable contribution to the religious development of Akbar. Thus, intelligent to an uncommon
degree, he was best fitted by birth, upbringing and association to feel most keenly those hankerings and that
spiritual unrest which distinguished the century in which he lived.
Ibadat Khana
Akbar observed the external form of the Sunni faith until 1575, when his association with the Sufi brothers
produced a change in his religious views. He then ordered to construct a building, known as Ibadat khana
(House of prayers) at Fatehpur Sikri, with a view to discussing philosophical and theological questions. He
first invited the learned divines of Islam to his Ibadat Khana. But they often quarreled among themselves on
the fundamentals of Islam and their discussions took shape of vulgar rancor, morbid orthodoxy and personal
attacks. The discussions of the Ulema who were (mis)guided by pride and prejudice could not satisfy the
inquisitive soul of Akbar. He was then inclined to invite leaders and scholars of various religions to the Ibadat
Khana. In response to the invitation of the Emperor, the Portuguese authorities sent on several occasions
learned theologians to his court. In 1580, a Jesuit Mission consisting of Father Rudolf Aquaviva and Antonio
Monserrate was cordially received at his court. He admired Christianity but he did not confine his attention to
Christian faith only. He wanted to learn the essentials of Zoroastrianism and Jainism. He invited Dasteur
Meherje Rana, the religious head of Parsis and the Jains to his court. The influence of the former on the
Emperor was soon felt to an amazing extent. Akbar also called a learned Pandit to talk to him Hindu
philosophy and religion.
Curbing the Authority of Religious Scholars
Thus Akbar listened attentively to the arguments of the exponents of each faith but he did ot convert into any
of these religions. Thus, his contact with different religion through discourses and debates eventually
resulted in his eclecticism. But the dispute between Makhdum-ul-Mulk and Sheikh Abdunnabi shocked his
soul and led him to conclude that they were no good as the heads of religion. He wanted to break their
power.
The Emperor took a very bold step in June, 1579. He displaced the chief Imam of Jama-i-Masjid at Fatehpur
Sikri and himself read the Kutba from the pulpit. This was the first blow at the authority of the Ulema.
The second blow came in September, 1579 when Akbar issued a decree known as Infallibility Decree. It was
meant to make the Emperor the supreme judge or mujtahid or imam-i-adal. This decree which was drafted
by Sheikh Mubarak and signed by the leaders of Muslim orthodox like Mukhdum-ul-Mulk and Sheikh
Abdunnabi made Akbar supreme arbiter in the case there were any differences regarding the interpretation
of Muslim law. Hence, Akbar assumed religious authority (over his subjects) which, frankly speaking, was
delegated to him by the Ulema of the country. Some of the European historians like V. Smith and W. Haig
have said that Akbar became the Pope and the King in one and have, therefore, called the document as the
‘Infallibility Decree’. This is however, a very wrong and malicious view. According to S.R. Sharma and
Professor Habib, this decree did not make Akbar the Pope and the King in one. He could thereafter not issue
orders which could not be challenged. Anybody could challenge them if they were contrary to the injunctions
of the Glorious Quran. Only when the Muslim jurists differed among themselves as to the interpretation of
any religious question, the decision of the Emperor was final. But if any one in the State challenged that his
decision was in contradiction with the Holy Quran, his decision had not the force of the law. Thus, Akbar did
not claim to define the religious belief of his subjects and force his definition on them as the Tudor despots
were claiming to do.
Din-i-Illahi

The final stage in the evolution of Akbar’s religious views came in 1562 when he promulgated the famous
Din-i-Illahi. The Din-i-Illahi has been characterized by Abdul Qadir Badayuni (Muntakhab-ul-Twarikh) as
Tauhid-i-Illahi or Divine monotheism. According to Dr. Iswari Prasad, “it was an electic pantheism containing
good points of all the religions”.
Akbar was convinced that all religions were alike in their fundamental principles. They differed only in their
outer forms. So Akbar made an attempt to bring about a synthesis of various creeds and named it Din-i-Illahi.
It was a socio-religious order, a brotherhood designed to cement diverse communities in the land. Professor
S.R. Sharma says that it is a gross exaggeration to give Din-i-Illahi “the rank of religion”. It had no book, no
priesthood and practically no novel religious beliefs.
Much misconception arose about Din-i-Illahi owing to the misunderstanding of the mind and personal
practices of Akbar. His motive in founding the Din-i-Illahi was political rather than religious. He was a
politician rather than a religious propoganist. He did not propogate his new order in the spirit of a missionary
nor did he claim to be a prophet of a religion. He was the apostle of Hindu-Muslim unity and so his was the
message of peace with all i.e. Sulh-iKul.
Abu'l-Fazl in his Ain No. 77 (of Ain-i-Akbari) has given a detailed account of the principles and practices of
Din-i-Illahi. The following are some of the practices and principles which the members of Din-i-Illahi were to
follow:
The members were to follow a new mode of greeting each other. One member while meeting the other was
to greet him with Allahu Akbar and the other was to respond with Jaila Jalalahu.
The members were to celebrate their birthday and invite their co-religionists to a feast.
As far as possible the members of Din-i-Illahi were to abstain from meat-eating but they were not to hate the
meat eaters. In the month of their birth, they were no to take meat at all

The members were to giver dinner during their life time instead of the dinner usually given after the death.
The members were to regard fire as very sacred and they were to respect all the religions.

There were four grades of the followers of Din-i-Illahi. These grades were based on four sacrifices which
each member was required to make vi., sacrifice of property, of life, of honor and of religion. Those who
were willing to sacrifice their property formed one class. The second class consisted of those who were
ready to sacrifice their life and property both for the sake of the Emperor. Those who were ready to sacrifice
their life, property and honor belonged to the third class. The fourth class was of those who were prepared to
sacrifice their life, property, honor and religion for the Emperor.
The promulgation of the Din-i-Illahi was followed by a number of ordinances which are alleged to have been
issued by the emperor with a view to destroy Islam. Badayuni, his foloowers and the Jesuit writers are of
opinion that Akbar persecuted Islam. Dr. Smith says, “Akbar showed bitter hostility to the faith of his
ancestors and his own youth and actually perpetrated a persecuted Islam”. Some of the accusations laid
down against Akbar the Great by Badayuni in Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh are as follow:
The turning of prayer rooms into stables
The prohibition of Islamic prayer,
The stoppage of pilgrimage to Mecca
The offering of Sijdah (to bow down in respect) to the King.
The discontinuation of the Azan (call for Islamic prayer) and the study of Quran and Hadith
The shaving of beard
Keeping swine and dogs in the Imperial palace etc.
This view of the orthodox writer who had a personal grudge against the Emperor and whose statements are
mostly based upon hearsay cannot be accepted without a pinch of salt.Mosques which were constructed in
the Hindu area as a mark of victory remained useless and were used for other purposes at the order of the
Emperor. But he never touched the mosques where regular prayers were offered. Many mosques of his time
are still found standing in the capital city.
The pilgrimage to Mecca was not stopped. When the Third Jesuit Mission came to Gujrat in 1595, they
found many men and women going for pilgrimage to Mecca.
Sijdah or prostration was allowed to Emperor not as an article of faith but as an act of solution in order to
please the Hindu subjects who were too delighted to show respect to the Emperor by prostration. It had
been popular mode of greeting at the Persian court and Abbasid Khalifas had adopted it. A large number of
Mullahs and Shaikhs whose activities proved detrimental to the Sulh-iKul (universal toleration) were expelled
from the Empire. Naturally they were enraged and fabricate4d all sorts of anti-Muslim practices against
Akbar. In this way if the charges are examined one after another it will be clear to the readers that these are
mostly false and fabricated. He religious cannons and dogmas of Akbar were not at all hostile to the
fundamental principles of Islam.
Number of Members
Many were not attracted to Din-i-Illahi because the Muslims thought it to be anti-Islamic and the Hindus
considered it as a modified form of Islam. According to Blochman, only 18 prominent members joined this
new order and out of these there was only one Hindu named Raja Birbal. The number of ordinary members
did not exceed a few thousand.
Causes of the Failure of Din-i-Illahi
The Din-i-Illahi failed due to several factors. First, Akbar was the originator of this new order but he did not
propagate it in the spirit of a missionary nor did he compel anyone to become its member. He was tolerant
and his spirit of religious toleration would not allow persecution even against those who differed with his
religious policy. Secondly, the general people could not understand the mind of AKbar and hence failed to
appreciate his new order. Lastly, Akbar’s son Jahangir was quite indifferent to the religious views of his
father and so after the death of Akbar Din-i-Illahi died a natural death.
Was Din-i-Illahi a Monument of Akbar’s Folly?

Many a historian failed to understand the true significance of Din-i-Illahi. Relying on the evidence of
Badayuni, a hostile critic of Akbar and an orthodox Muslim, with whom the omission of a single ceremony of
Islam amounted to apostasy and on the writings of Jesuits who must have been displeased with the
Emperor for their failure to convert Akbar to their faith.
Dr. Smith says, “The whole system was the outcome of unrestrained autocracy … The Divine Faith
(Din-i-Illahi) was a monument of Akbar’s folly, not of his wisdom.” This view of the biased historian is not
accepted by most of the modern historians and especially the Pakistani and Indian historians. Akbar had not
founded this religion, a new order to satisfy his vanity or to play the role of the prophet and pope. If he had
been guided by those motives, he would have employed the whole state machinery for propagating his faith.
The very fact that his close associates like Bhagwan Das and Man Singh did not join the fold of Din-i-Illahi
and continued to enjoy the old favors is a clear proof that his experiment of a new order was not the outcome
of his ridiculous vanity for the monstrous growth of unrestrained autocracy. Akbar’s motive in organizing the
new order was political. Von Noar a German historian says, “The Din-i-Illahi was an order at once political,
philosophical and religious.” According to S.R. Sharma, the Din-i-Illahi “was the crowning expression of the
Emperor’s national idealism.” Just as the Emperor had conquered the whole of Indo-Pakistan he also
wanted to put the chief principles of various religions together and create a new social order to build a
common nation. Thus according to Lane Poole and Dr. Holden, “The Dini-i-Illahi was the outcome of a
political necessity”. It was not the monument of Akbar’s folly, it was a monument of his wisdom. As a political
institution the Din-i-Illahi entirely fulfilled Akbar’s hopes and expectations. As long as he was alive, he
enjoyed unmixed loyalty of his subjects.
Did Akbar Renounce Islam?
The Din-i-Illahi could not satisfy the orthodox Muslims rather it incurred their displeasure for some of its
ordinances. Akbar might have ignored the sentiments of the staunch Muslims, but it must not be considered
that he ceased to be a Muslim after the promulgation of his new order. Dr. Smith holds that Akbar was not a
Muslim since 1582. Modern historians like Prof. S.R. Sharma, Mr. Yusuf Ali and Dr. M. Ray Chaudhary have
made a very analytical study of the subject and have come to the conclusion that the criticism of Dr. Smith’s
opinion is mainly based upon the anti-Muslim ordinances and the adoption of certain Hindu practices. The
former might have been the result of the hostility of the bigoted Muslims and the latter were the outcome of
his political motives. Dr. Smith admits that on occasions he performed acts of conformity from the motives of
policy. If it is possible that the emperor after 1582 conformed to the faith of his forefathers from motives of
policy, then there is every reason to believe that the same motive might have influenced him to accept the
practices of other religions.
Concluding Lines
Dr. Smith again says, “Akbar, whatever may have been the extent of his falling in practice, was sincerely a
religious man, constitutionally devout.” His son Jahangir says that his father ‘never for one moment forgot
God.’ He used to perform his prayers five times a day. The Ain-i-Akbari and the Akbar-Nama which were
written under his order by Abul Fazal and the Tuzki-i-Jahangriri, written by Jahangir, fully confirm the fact
that Akbar remained a Muslim throughout his life. This view was supported by many historians among whom
the names of Father Anthony Botelho and Sir Thomas Roe may specially be mentioned here. In 1586, Akbar
wrote a letter to Abdullah Khan Uzbeg in which he described himself as devout Muslim. Thus it can be
concluded that Akbar was born as a Muslim, Lived as a Muslim and died as a Muslim. So the statement of
Dr. Smith, which by the way is endorsed by many willful ignorants in Pakistan that ‘he passed away without
the benefit of the prayers of any church or sect’, is absolutely false and it is a gross misrepresentation of
facts.
It is true that politics based on religion loses its universal acceptability. This was proved by the bigoted reign
of Aurengzeb Alamgir which considerably contributed to the downfall of Mughals and Muslim Rule in India.
Whereas, liberalism and toleration shown to the Hindus by secular Akbar the Great in order to fulfill his
political desire may be praiseworthy from the humanitarian point of view but it certainly created
misunderstanding about Islam amongst the general public. Had the emperor simultaneously tried to follow
the tenets of Islam with his intentional religious toleration towards the Hindus, there would have been no
scope for misunderstanding amongst the illiterate people and biased historians. Akbar’s policy of Sulh-i-Kul

faded with Akbar's death but it got a new lease of life by The Great Prince Dara Shikoh. Perhaps Aurengzeb
Alamgir, the blood thirsty and power hungry wolf, used Akbar’s misunderstood secular policy as a case
against Dara Shikoh and killed, on charges of apostasy, the rightful and worthy heir to Shah Jahan’s
peacock throne.
Fatehpur Sikri was the new capital built by Akbar, as a part of his attempt to absorb other religions into Islam.
Fatehpur Sikri is a synthesis of Hindu and Islamic architecture.

Jahangir
Akbar's son, Emperor Jahangir, readopted Islam as the state religion and continued the policy of religious
toleration. His court included large numbers of Indian Hindus, Persian Shi'a and Sufis and members of local
heterodox Islamic sects.
Jahangir also began building the magnificent monuments and gardens by which the Mughals are chiefly
remembered today, importing hundreds of Persian architects to build palaces and create magnificent
gardens.
Jahangir's approach was typified by the development of Urdu as the official language of Empire. Urdu uses
an Arabic script, but Persian vocabulary and Hindi grammatical structure.
Jahan
The architectural achievements of the Mughals peaked between 1592 and 1666, during the reign of
Jahangir's successor Jahan.

The Taj Mahal, commissioned by Emperor Jahan, marks the apex of the Mughal Empire ©
Jahan commissioned the Taj Mahal. The Taj Mahal marks the apex of the Mughal Empire; it symbolises
stability, power and confidence.
The building is a mausoleum built by Jahan for his wife Mumtaz and it has come to symbolise the love
between two people.
Jahan's selection of white marble and the overall concept and design of the mausoleum give the building
great power and majesty.
Jahan brought together fresh ideas in the creation of the Taj. Many of the skilled craftsmen involved in the
construction were drawn from the empire. Many also came from other parts of the Islamic world calligraphers from Shiraz, finial makers from Samrkand, and stone and flower cutters from Bukhara.
By Jahan's period the capital had moved to the Red Fort in Delhi, putting the Fort at the heart of Mughal
power. As if to confirm it, Jahan had these lines inscribed there: "If there is Paradise on earth, it is here, it is
here."
Paradise it may have been, but it was a pricey paradise. The money Jahan spent on buildings and on
various military projects emptied his treasury and he was forced to raise taxes, which aggravated the people
of the empire.
Aurangzeb
Jahan's son Aurangzeb was the last great Mughal Emperor.
History's verdict on Aurangzeb largely depends on who's writing it; Muslim or Hindu.
Aurangzeb ruled for nearly 50 years. He came to the throne after imprisoning his father and having his older
brother killed.
He was a strong leader, whose conquests expanded the Mughal Empire to its greatest size.
Aurangzeb was a very observant and religious Muslim who ended the policy of religious tolerance followed
by earlier emperors.
He no longer allowed the Hindu community to live under their own laws and customs, but
imposed Sharia law (Islamic law) over the whole empire.
Thousands of Hindu temples and shrines were torn down and a punitive tax on Hindu subjects was
re-imposed.
In the last decades of the seventeenth century Aurangzeb invaded the Hindu kingdoms in central and
southern India, conquering much territory and taking many slaves.
Under Aurangzeb, the Mughal empire reached the peak of its military power, but the rule was unstable. This
was partly because of the hostility that Aurangazeb's intolerance and taxation inspired in the population, but
also because the empire had simply become to big to be successfully governed.
The Muslim Governer of Hydrabad in southern India rebelled and established a separate Shi'a state; he also
reintroduced religious toleration.
The Hindu kingdoms also fought back, often supported by the French and the British, who used them to
tighten their grip on the sub-continent.
The establishment of a Hindu Marathi Empire in southern India cut off the Mughal state to the south. The
great Mughal city of Calcutta came under the control of the east India company in 1696 and in the decades
that followed Europeans and European - backed by Hindu princes conquered most of the Mughal territory.

Aurangzeb's extremism caused Mughal territory and creativity to dry up and the Empire went into decline.
The Mughal Emperors that followed Aurangzeb effectively became British or French puppets. The last
Mughal Emperor was deposed by the British in 1858.

Mughal Emperor Akbar (r. 1556-1605) holds a religious assembly in the Ibadat Khana (House of Worship)
in Fatehpur Sikri; the two men dressed in black are the Jesuit missionaries Rodolfo Acquaviva and
Francisco Henriques. ( Public Domain )

XII
THE ARYAN ORIGINS

The Place Of Origin Of Aryans:
Where are they from? When are they going back?

Reading through the Rig Veda (M-1, S-116, 117, & 182, and R - 3 to 6, 14 &15), and Avesta
confirms that the western shore of Caspian Sea is the longtime homeland for the Aryans.
But reading following Richas (verses) of the Reg Veda (M-1, 3, 6, & 7, S- 30, 58, 76, & 133, and R1 to 3, & 13) indicates that they had migrated from Artic circle. The following is the amplification of
the Richas mentioned above about Usha (deification of dawn):

Richas M-1, S-113, and R-13 states that now we have dawn everyday, but there were times when it
used to dawn continually, AN INDICATION THAT EARLIER THE ARYANS WERE AT A PLACE
WHERE SUN ROSE ONLY ONCE A YEAR and so dawn was for a long period.
Richas M-7, S-76, and R-3 confirms this point.It states that the dawn continued for many days like a
dutiful wife, who waits for her late coming husband and does not desert him.
Richas M-6, S-30 and R-2 is a praise for Indra, for having made the Sun visible daily. The use of
past tense is a reference to an earlier phenomena and evidences that the Aryans were at a place
where the sun did not rise daily.
Richas M-3, S-58, and R-1 has metaphorically called the sun 'the son of the south'. The emergence
of THIS IMAGINATION IS POSSIBLE ONLY FROM THE ARTIC CIRCLE. At all other places the
rising sun remains linked to the east because of its rising and setting daily. In Artic Circle, the sun
rises after six months from the far end of the southern horizon, while the sky above keeps rotating
like a wheel every twenty four hours.
In the Avesta (Vendidad. Fargarad - 1), indication of the memory of the Artic days are hinted in a
legend associated with Yim.
During the period between the late Copper Age to early Bronze Age (3300 to 2600 BC), in the
landmass (region between the Southern Bug, Dniester, and Ural rivers) between the Black sea and
Caspian sea, lived a tribe called: 'Yamnaya'. Yamnayas are identified with the late
Proto-Indo-Europeans. The genetic study reveal the following percentage of Yamnaya DNA in
Upper Caste South Asians (Brahmins - priestly people) ranges from 35 to 45%, where as Germans
have 37 to 40% Yamnaya DNA.
Gujarat assembly speaker and BJP leader Hon'ble Rajendra Trivedi is right in his comments Brahmins as a community with a different “DNA” than others.
But the question is when are they going back to their place of origin - Artic Circle?
Before enforcing CAA, this has to happen; isn't it!

THE ARCTIC HOME IN THE VEDAS

Being Also a New Key to the Interpretation of Many Vedic Texts and Legends
By
Lokamanya Bâl Gangâdhar Tilak

The proprietor of the Kesari and the Mahratta newspapers, The author of the Orionor

Researches into the Antiquity of the Vedas, The Gita Rahasya (a Book on Hindu
Philosophy) etc., etc.
1903

The Arctic Home in the Vedas is a seminal work on the origin of Aryans presented by Lokmanya
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, a mathematician turned astronomer, historian, journalist, philosopher and
political leader of India during 1880 to 1920.
It propounded the theory that North Pole was the original home of Aryans during pre-glacial period
which they had to leave due to the ice deluge around 8000 B.C. and had to migrate to the Northern
parts of Europe and Asia in search of lands for new settlements. In support to his theory Tilak has
presented certain Vedic hymns, Avestic passages, Vedic chronology and Vedic calendars with
interpretations of the contents in detail. The book was written at the end of 1898 but was first
published in March 1903 in Pune.
ARCTIC THEORY OF TILAK : NEW EVIDENCES

Srinivas Madabhushi, Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
Vol. 74, No. 1/4 (1993), pp. 245-253

The Origin and History of the Aryans of Ancient India
by Jayaram V
https://www.hinduwebsite.com/hinduism/concepts/aryan.asp
“The Indo Iranian group of Aryans settled in Iran and parts of north western India. Although they
seemed to have shared a common ancestry, they parted their ways in matters of language and
religion.
However, there is a divergence of opinion among various scholars as to the original homeland of
Aryans, which is summarized below. Indian historians who deal with the subject fall broadly into two
categories: those who suggest that the Indian origin of the Aryans and those who support the
non-Indian origin of Aryans. Neither side has come up with convincing evidence or argument so far.
Historian
Max Mueller
B.G.Tilak
A.C.Dass
Swami Dayanand
Saraswathi
Nehring
Pokorny
Brandenstein
Nazi/German Scholars
Morgan
Jairazbhoy
Prof. MacDonnel
Dr. Giles
Dr. Subhash Kak and

Propose Homeland of Aryans
Central Asia
Arctic Region
Sapta Sindhu or the Punjab region
Tibet
Southern Russia
A wide area located in Russia between Weser and Vistula and up to
White Russia and Volhynia
Kirghiz steppe
Germany
Western Siberia
West of Caspian Sea
Eastern Europe
Austria and Hungary
India

others
There is also a divergence of opinion among those who support the Aryan invasion theory with
regard to their subsequent expansion in the Indian subcontinent.
According to one school of thought the Aryans came in hordes and first settled in northwestern
India, from where they migrated gradually towards the Gangetic valley, north eastern India and
southern India.
According to some, they probably came in two or more waves and colonized the land. There is no
evidence to suggest that they occupied the land forcibly and even if they did it must have been on a
limited scale. As they migrated towards the east, they had to deal with more powerful and
organized native communities and established political powers, whom they could not conquer
politically. So their expansion into the subcontinent beyond the Sapta Sindhu region must have
happened peacefully through the migration of families of wandering priests and sages rather than
through political conquest.
The ruling classes in these regions were drawn to Vedic religion but not completely. So some
compromise on the part of both sides and some integration of religious practices took place. This is
evident from the fact that regions comprising of present day UP, Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, parts of MP,
all of southern India and western India were not thoroughly Aryanized and that the basic character
of Vedic religion underwent dramatic changes during the post Rigvedic period. Historically these
areas also witnessed the predominance of non-Vedic faiths and sectarian movements like Saivism,
Shaktism and Vaishnavism.
The ruling classes in these regions were drawn to Vedic religion but not completely. So some
compromise on the part of both sides and some integration of religious practices took place. This is
evident from the fact that regions comprising of present day UP, Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, parts of MP,
all of southern India and western India were not thoroughly Aryanized and that the basic character
of Vedic religion underwent dramatic changes during the post Rigvedic period. Historically these
areas also witnessed the predominance of non-Vedic faiths and sectarian movements like Saivism,
Shaktism and Vaishnavism.”

Ar
Aryan arrival in India

https://www.facts-about-india.com/aryans-arrival-in-india.php

The Aryans came to India in several waves. The earliest wave is represented by the Rig Vedic
people who appeared in the subcontinent in about 1500 BC. They came into conflict with the
indigenous inhabitants called the Dravidians mentioned as dasa or dasyus in Rig Veda. The Rig
Veda mentions the defeat of Sambara by Divodasa, who belonged to the Bharata clan. Possibly
the dasyus in the Rig Veda represent the original inhabitants of the country, and an Aryan chief
who overpowered them was called Trasadvasyu. The Aryan chief was soft towards the dasas, but
strongly hostile to the dasyus. The term dasyuhatya, slaughter of the dasyus, is repeatedly
mentioned in the Rig Veda.
Some of the chief tribes of the period were Yadu, Turvasu, Druhyu, Anu Puru, Kuru, Panchala,
Bharata and Tritsu. Among the inter-tribal conflicts the most important was the ‘Battle of the Ten
Kings.’

Dravidians




It is believed that before the coming of the Aryans in India, the greater part of Northern and
North-Western India was inhabited by a group of people known as Dravidians.
On arrival of the Aryans, unable to meet their challenge, they gradually moved southwards.
Perhaps, in India, they were first to use rivers for navigation and irrigation

Aryans









The group of Indo-Europeans who moved to Persia and India are known to Aryans
The Aryans are the original inhabitants of Central Asia.
The arrived in India around 1500 BC, though there is an on going debate.
The region where the Aryans settled in India was called Sapta Sindhu (also referred to as
the Brahmavarta)
The Aryans established themselves in India by defeating the natives whom they called
Dasas or Dasyus
The period when the Aryans first settled in India, is known as Early Vedic Period (1500 BC to
1000 BC)
The Aryans spread to Indo-Gangetic plains in the later Vedic Period and this region came to
be known as Aryavarta (1000 BC to 600 BC)
The Aryans were the first people in India to know the use of iron and brought horses along
with them.
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